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STATEMENT. 

During  the  first  seven  centuries  of  the  Christian  Church,  the  attention 
of  Theologians,  so  far  as  wc  can  judge,  seems  to  have  been  directed  chiefly 
to  the  establishment  of  the  claims  of  Christianity  as  the  true  religion 
of  God,  and  to  the  establishment  within  the  Church  itself  of  the  funda- 
mental truths  of  that  religion.  By  the  end  of  that  period,  and  after  in- 
numerable conflicts,  the  doctrine  of  the  Church  everywhere,  seems  to 
have  been  fully  settled  and  confirmed  by  the  decisions  of  general  coun- 
cils, concerning  God  and  concerning  Christ ;  and  in  the  West,  at  least, 
settled  also,  very  generally  concerning  man.  But  these — God,  Man,  and 
the  Godman,  arc  the  grand  elements  of  the  science  of  Theology ;  and 
when  they  were  settled  in  the  faith  of  the  Church,  that  science  ought 
immediately  to  have  risen,  and,  resting  upon  divine  truth,  to  have  passed 
steadily  and  rapidly  to  its  perfect  state.  Instead  of  this,  we  have  in  the 
West<?rn  Church  a  period  of  eiglit  centuries  during  which  scholasticism 
in  its  rise  and  predominance  is  the  most  conspicuous  manifestation  of 
thought,  down  to  the  outburst  of  the  Reformation  of  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury. The  Schoolmen  interpreting  the  religion  of  Jesus  by  the  Philoso- 
phy of  Aristotle,  as  their  predecessors  of  the  Alexandrian  school  had 
interpreted  it  by  the  Philosophy  of  Plato ;  added,  it  may  be  allowed,  to 
the  stock  of  inquiry  and  speculation,  much  that  deserved  the  consider- 
ation of  posterity ;  but  they  added  almost  nothing  to  Theology,  consid- 
ered as  the  science  of  the  knowledge  of  God  unto  salvation,  whether  as 
to  its  conception,  the  method  of  its  proper  treatment,  or  its  practical  de- 
velopment. Considered  from  the  point  of  view  of  Reformed  Christianity, 
scholasticisni  was  a  complete  failure. 

In  this  state  of  things  that  great  awakening  occurred,  which  we  call 
the  Retbnnation ;  which  was  connected  with  the  past  by  so  many  streams, 
which  combined  in  one  movement  so  many  powerful  influences,  which 
delivered  to  the  future  the  seeds  of  so  much  that  was  glorious.  It  was 
an  awakening  of  the  Church  of  God  to  the  spirit  of  its  primeval  and  only 
true  life :  and  it  manifested  itself  in  the  reception  and  love  of  divine  truth, . 
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and  by  consequence  in  true  faith  and  true  lioliness.  The  scientific  treat- 
juent  of  Divine  truth,  therefore,  followed  the  movement  of  the  Refonna- 
lion,  more  closely  than  it  had  followe<l  the  movement  of  the  first  plant- 
ing of  Christianity.  In  the  Latin  Church,  the  spirit  and  the  method 
which  had  predominated  during  so  many  centuries  of  fatal  error  remained, 
and  still  remain ;  for  to  have  shaken  them  off  would  liave  been  to  share 
in  the  revolt  which  emancipated  the  Reformers,  the  dread  of  which  gave 
so  strange  an  lu^pect  to  Ancient  Theolog}',  and  exerciseti  such  fatal  infia- 
enco  upon  the  speculations  of  the  Schoolmen.  In  the  bosom  of  the  Re- 
formation a  division  in  the  conception  and  treatment  of  Theolog}'  as  a 
science,  manifested  itself  from  the  beginning  and  has  continued.  In  Pro- 
testantism, these  diverse  conceptions  have  been  called,  accurately  enough, 
the  one  material,  the  other  formal :  the  one  grounding  everj-thing  in  a 
particular  aspect  of  Divine  Truth — the  doctrine  of  Justification  by  Faith, 
for  example ;  the  other  grounding  everything  in  the  sum  of  the  whole 
truth  revealed  by  God.  The  former  conception,  however  true  in  partica- 
lar,  is  altogether  too  narrow,  altogether  incomplete,  as  the  conception  of 
a  science  so  vast.  The  latter  conception — that  of  the  Refonned  strictly 
so  called — was  just.  From  it,  the  Reformed  Theology  ought  to  have  de- 
veloped itself,  firmly  and  at  once.  The  Church  had  not  only  recovered 
the  position  she  occupied  at  the  end  of  the  seventh  century — ^but  had 
taken  a  great  step  in  advance. 

That  the  Reformed  Theology  did  not  adequately  avail  itself  of  its  great 
position,  nothing  can  prove  more  clearly  than  that  after  three  centuries, 
the  fii-st  attempt — that  of  Calvin — retains  its  supremacy.  Augustine, 
even  with  his  strange  conception  of  the  Papal  Church,  finds  no  name  to 
match  him — ^till  Calvin.  And  Calvin's  great  work — which  I  had  no  small 
share  in  restoring  to  general  circulation — ^though  it  is  arbitrary  in  its 
method,  and  though  abstract,  practical,  antl  controversial  Theology,  truth 
objective,  subjective,  and  relative,  are  mingled  confusedly  throULrhout  it ;  has 
no  rival  amidst  the  hundreds  which  have  followed  it.  I  attribute  this  fail- 
ure of  the  Reformed  Theology  to  develop  itself  compk^tely  as  a  perfect 
science,  to  the  imperfect  conceptions  which  these  very  defects  signalize. 
It  failed  to  conceive  adequately  what  that  science  is,  which  is  the  sum  of 
all  revealed  truth.  It  failed  necessarily  after  that  failure,  to  conceive  ad- 
equately the  method  responsive  to  the  true  conception  of  that  grandest 
of  the  sciences.  It  failed  necessarily  after  these  two  failures,  of  adequate 
breadth  of  spiritual  insight  into  the  divine  proportion  of  that  truth,  which 
was  itself  the  very  substance  of  the  whole  science  of  Theology.  Who- 
ever is  willing  to  survey  with  candour,  the  whole  field  of  scientific  The- 
ology, abstract,  practical  and  controversial — Latin,  Lutheran,  and  Re- 
formed— since  the  Reformation  was  firmly  established  and  its  first  fruits 
gathered ;  will  sec  small  cause  to  be  satisfied  that  the  Critical,  Speculative, 
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or  Philosophical  methods  of  the  ages  which  have  succeeded  that  great 
period,  are  to  be  preferred  to  the  arbitrary  and  artificial  method  they 
would  supplant,  or  perhaps  even  to  the  best  specimens  of  the  scholastic 
spirit  which  the  Reformation  overthrew. 

Is  there,  then,  no  natural  method,  whereby  Theology  planting  itself  on 
the  grand  foundation  which  the  Reformers  obtained  three  centuries  ago, 
may  develop  itself  as  a  science  of  positive  truth  ?  It  may  be  true  that 
Theologians  have  always  felt  obliged  to  coivfess  to  themselves,  that  the 
Knowledge  of  God  attainable  by  man,  was  in  some  vague  sense  a  true 
science — ^nay,  the  highest  of  the  sciences.  Manifestly,  they  were  obliged  to 
see  that  whatever  Knowledge  of  God  man  does  obtain,  must  be  obtained 
by  some  means  or  other  which  are  answerable  to  the  faculties  of  man  ; 
and  all  of  these  have  designated  the  Word  of  God  as  one  of  these  means — 
while  all  the  orthodox  have  held  that  Divine  Word  to  be  the  chief  means, 
and  all  the  Reformed  have  held  it  to  be  the  only  infallible  means.  But 
all  this  militates  nothing  against  what  I  assert,  nor  against  the  importance 
of  it  What  I  maintain  is,  that  seeing  the  Knowledge  of  God  is  attain- 
able by  lost  men  unto  salvation,  seeing  that  the  sources  of  this  knowledge 
are  few,  precise  and  capable  of  exhaustive  demonstration :  it  follows  ab* 
solately  from  these  data,  that  the  Knowledge  of  God  unto  salvation  must 
be  in  the  strictest  sense — a  science.  And  then  as  soon  as  those  few  and 
precise  sources  of  knowledge  are  exhaustively  demonstrated,  it  follows 
absolutely  that  the  kind  of  science  proved,  is  one  of  positive  truth,  both 
inductive  and  deductive. 

It  may  also  be  conceded  that  all  Theologians  have  been  obliged  to  see, 
that  some  method  or  other  must  always  be  resorted  to,  by  every  one  who 
will  teach  anything,  or  acquire  anything,  worthy  to  be  called  scientific 
knowledge.  But  it  is  ncvertlieless  true,  that  they  have  to  a  deplorable 
extent,  failed  to  observe  that  any  particular  method  lay  in  the  very  nature 
of  this  divine  science  itself;  failed  to  observe  that  the  Revelation  of 
divine  truth,  and  the  divine  operation  of  truth  in  the  human  soul,  fol- 
lowed any  particular  method;  failed  to  observe  that  any  particular 
method  of  teaching  men  the  Knowledge  of  God  unto  salvation  had  pre- 
eminent if  not  exclusive  claims ;  while  it  is  undeniably  certain  that  they 
have  generally  and  continually  used  methods  in  the  treatment  of  Theol- 
ogy, which  were  arbitrary,  capricious  and  inconsistent  with  eiich  other. 
On  the  other  hand,  what  I  maintain  is,  that  a  science  being  given,  a 
method  responsive  to  the  nature  of  that  science,  follows  of  necessity; 
that  the  science  of  the  Knowledge  of  God  unto  salvation  being  a  pure 
science  of  absolute  truth  both  inductive  and  deductive — and  the  sources 
of  it  exhaustively  demonstrated — an  analogous  method  of  developing  and 
teaching  that  science  is  inevitable :  that  till  the  acknowledgment  and  sue- 
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cessful  application  of  that  method,  the  science  to  which  it  appertains  can- 
not possibly  reach  its  complete  development  and  statement ;  and  that  even 
after  the  perfection  of  the  science,  it  conld  not  be  adequately  taught 
otherwise  than  by  its  own  natural  method.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  ail 
this  were  propounded  merely  as  a  speculation,  instead  of  being  almost  sclf- 
cvidently  true  as  soon  as  it  is  clearly  stated ;  the  history  of  the  progress 
of  Theology  through  all  ages,  would  beget  the  most  violent  presumption 
that  the  speculation  was  true. 

Truth  is  capable  of  being  considered  systematically  and  absolutely, 
simply  as  truth  reduced  into  a  scientific  form.  Thus  understood,  but  not 
otherwise,  any  system  of  truth  is  afterwards  capable  of  being  considered 
in  all  the  possible  effects  and  influences  of  that  system  of  truth.  Let  it 
be  remembered  that  no  number  of  isolated  truths,  which  have  no  known 
relations  to  each  other,  can  ever  be  reduced  into  a  scientific  form,  or  ever 
produce  any  effects,  or  have  any  consequences,  considered  as  a  system. 
They  cannot  compose  any  system,  nor  be  the  subject  of  any  knowledge 
beyond  the  mere  knowledge  of  them  as  intractiblc  particulars.  If  this 
be  the  character  of  Divine  Revelation,  it  is  idle  to  speak  of  systematic 
knowledge  of  it — absurd  to  talk  about  the  plan  of  salvation.  K  there  is 
any  such  thing  as  a  system  of  divine  truth  capable  of  being  known  by 
man,  then  that  system  is  necessarily  subject  to  the  distinction  stated  above; 
and  considered  in  both  the  aspects  stated,  it  is  capable  of  being  precisely 
distinguished  from  all  serious  error.  It  is  in  these  three  aspects  that  the 
Knowledge  of  God  unto  salvation  must  be  considered,  if  it  is  to  be  com- 
pletely understood — ^must  bo  stated  if  it  is  to  attain  a  complete  scientific 
form.  When  so  stated  and  so  understood — allowance  being  made  for 
human  weakness — every  pure  science  is  placed  in  the  only  position  in 
which  its  own  perfect  development  is  possible ;  and  every  separate  truth 
which  enters  into  that  science,  as  it  is  demonstrated  and  located  with  pre- 
cision, instead  of  weakening,  confirms  the  science  and  adds  to  its  effi- 
cacy, whether  considered  in  an  abstract,  a  practical,  or  a  relative  point 
of  view.  Every  system  of  truth,  and  above  all  the  system  of  divine  truth, 
must  be  capable  of  maintaining  itself  under  the  test  of  this  threefold  and 
exhaustive  aspect  of  all  truth.  In  divine  truth  thus  tested,  even  those 
sublime  mysteries  which  men  are  pleased  to  call  the  contradictions  of  the 
Scriptures,  disclose  their  real  nature  as  great  spiritual  paradoxes  inherent 
in  the  nature  of  the  subject,  necessarily  liable  to  a  double  solution  by  us, 
and  perceived  to  belong  to  a  generalization  higher  than  our  faculties  can 
reach  in  their  present  state. 

Thus  there  is  the  clearest  possible  distinction  between  the  exact  state- 
ment of  truth,  and  a  disputation  in  support  of  that  truth ;  a  distinction, 
I  insist,  which  cannot  be  overlooked  in  the  elemental  statement  of  any 
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science,  without  arresting  its  progress  and  weakening  the  impression  of 
tmth ;  and  in  the  moral  sciences  above  all,  a  distinction  most  needful 
to  bo  strictly  observed.  Thus  too,  after  the  truth  has  been  completely 
extricated,  and  clearly  stated  in  its  elemental  forms,  the  further  distinction 
becomes  perfectly  obvious,  namely,  that  between  truth,  and  the  effects  of 
truth ;  and  the  neglect  of  it  is  as  fatal  as  the  neglect  of  the  preceding 
distinction.  It  took  seven  centuries  for  Theologians  to  settle,  in  scientific 
form,  the  great  elements  of  their  science — the  doctrines  of  God— of  the 
Godman,  and  of  man — though  during  all  these  seven  centuries,  not  a 
single  child  of  God  erred  fatally  touching  either  doctrine.  It  took  the 
Theologians  eight  centuries  more  to  obtain  the  grand  position  of  the  Re- 
formers, namely,  that  the  sum  of  the  whole  Knowledge  of  God  attainable 
by  man,  of  which  the  sacred  Scriptures  are  the  only  infallible  rule  and 
guide,  is  that  which  is  to  be  cast  into  a  scientific  form,  as  Christian  The- 
ology. I  have  pointed  out  both  the  failure,  and  the  causes  of  it,  of  the 
scientific  progress  of  the  Reformed  Theology  beyond  the  position  won  for 
it  in  the  sixteenth  century.  Distinctions  inseparable  from  the  complete 
conception  of  any  system  of  truth  whatever,  cannot  be  overlooked  with 
impunity  j^  nor  can  the  denial  of  the  existence  of  such  distinctions  pro- 
duce any  effect  so  iinmediate,  as  the  exclusion  of  the  supposed  truths  to 
which  those  distinctions  do  not  apply,  from  the  pale  of  the  sciences.  In 
Theology,  to  neglect  the  former  distinction  is  to  deprive  divine  truth,  as 
far  as  an  evil  method  can,  of  whatever  power  it  has  by  reason  of  its  own 
inherent  force  and  glorious  light ;  and  to  neglect  the  latter  distinction  is 
to  confound  the  efficacy,  which  the  Holy  Spirit  gives  to  truth  by  his  su- 
peradded work  in  man,  with  the  truth  itself  after  it  has  first  had  its  self- 
evidencing  light  obscured. 

On  the  other  hand  the  clear  recognition  of  the  distinctions  I  have 
pointed  out,  unavoidably  presents  the  Knowledge  of  God  unto  salvation, 
under  three  distinct  aspects :  one  of  them  objective — ^the  mere  truth ; 
one  of  them  subjective — the  effects  of  truth  in  us,  and  on  us;  one  of  them 
relative — truth  and  its  effects  confronted  with  untruth.  Whether  or  not 
the  Knowledge  of  God  is  a  science  of  positive  truth,  does  not  depend  on 
us,  but  on  God.  I  maintain  that  it  is,  and  that  the  just  acquisition,  state- 
ment, and  teaching  of  it,  require  in  us  an  adequate  conception  of  it  as 
such.  Whether  or  not  being  such  a  science,  it  must  be  treated  by  a 
method  responsive  to  its  own  nature,  does  not  depend  upon  our  caprice ; 
but  on  the  very  nature  of  knowledge,  and  of  our  own  mental  and  moral 
constitution.  I  maintain  that  the  slow,  irregular,  and  imperfect  progress 
of  scientific  Theology  in  all  ages,  is  to  be  attributed  in  a  great  degree, 
to  the  inadequate  conception  of  the  science  itself,  and  to  the  vicious 
metiiods  of  treating  it  which  necessarily  resulted  from  that  inadequate 
conception;  and  I  have  suggested  and  used  what  I  conceive  to  be  a 
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metliod  natarally  responsive  to  an  adequate  conception  of  the  science 
itself;  starting  from  the  great  elements  settled  in  the  seventh  centary, 
and  the  great  position  reached  in  the  sixteenth — since  which  period, 
in  my  opinion,  little  true  progress  has  been  made  in  the  systematic  state- 
ment of  divine  truth  considered  as  a  great  science.  Whether  or  not  a 
particular  attempt  to  vindicate  this  science  in  its  adequate  conception,  and 
by  a  true  method  responsive  to  its  nature,  restate  it  in  its  own  simple, 
coherent,  and  august  power,  is  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  the  people 
of  God ;  depends  essentially  on  the  ability,  the  insight,  the  attainments, 
and  the  patient  toil  of  him  who  makes  the  attempt  As  to  the  value  of 
my  own  attempt,  they  to  whom  I  have  dedicated  this  and  the  preceding 
Treatise,  shall  judge.  If  the  penitent  and  believing  followers  of  the  Saviour 
of  sinners — if  they  who  fervently  desire  life  after  death — ^find  light  and 
consolation  in  what  I  have  written — ^that  which  I  have  done  will  live. 
Otherwise  no  oblivion  can  await  my  labours,  more  remorseless  than  that 
which  covers  those  of  the  bulk  of  my  predecessors. 

Concerning  the  present  Treatise,  I  think  I  may  say  with  confidence, 
that  no  one  who  will  patiently  consider  it  can  misunderstand  the  general 
view  it  presents  of  the  saWng  grace  of  God,  or  the  general  argument  sus- 
tained throughout,  concerning  the  whole  method  and  effects  of  that  Grace. 
I  accept  the  Scriptures  as  the  Word  of  God  ;  I  understand  them  to  relate 
to  the  salvation  of  fallen  men,  to  disclose  the  precise  nature  of  that  salva- 
tion, the  exact  manner  in  which  it  is  achieved  in  man,  and  the  whole 
effects  and  consequences,  personal  and  general,  present  and  eternal,  which 
are  wrought  out  in  us,  through  the  truth  contained  in  them,  by  the  Holy 
Ghost.  What  I  attempt  is  to  follow  rigidly  the  course  of  the  divine 
thought,  to  illustrate  faithfully  the  progress  of  the  divine  work,  and  to 
demonstrate  both  throughout  Upon  my  conception  of  the  subject,  no 
other  course  is  possible :  upon  the  method  responsive  to  that  conception, 
this  direct  and  concatenated  treatment  is  unavoidable.  It  ought  to  follow, 
according  to  the  measure  of  grace  given  to  me,  that  herein  is  a  compact 
and  continuous  exhibition  of  the  life  of  God  in  the  soul  of  man,  respon- 
sive to  the  revealed  way  of  life  eternal ;  everything  hetoregeneous  being 
excluded,  and  everything  admitted  being  a  part  of  the  uninterrupted  de- 
monstration. Besides  this  complete  personal  exhibition  of  salvation,  the 
organization  by  God  of  his  covenant  people  into  a  visible  kingdom,  gives 
to  salvation  an  organic  and  social  aspect,  precisely  commensurate  with 
the  relation  of  the  Church  of  Christ  to  the  work  of  divine  grace  in  sal- 
vation. There  ought,  therefore,  to  be  found  herein,  according  as  God  has 
enabled  me,  a  precise  and  complete  demonstration  and  exposition  of  the 
Church  of  the  living  God,  in  its  nature,  and  end — and  very  especially  in 
its  Gospel  state.  The  Christian  and  the  Church  of  God  ought  to  be  de- 
monstrated on  the  divine  word,  in  developing  the  Knowledge  of  God 
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Sabjectivelj  considered.  This  illustrates  what  I  mean  by  teachiDg  The- 
ology, as  distinguished  from  a  compend  of  Theology.  This  is  what  my 
conception  and  method  exact  In  so  far  as  I  may  have  done  anything 
approaching  what  I  have  just  stated^  it  is  through  God's  grace.  My  short- 
comings are,  I  think,  justly  to  be  attributed,  not  to  my  conception  of  the 
subject,  nor  to  my  method  of  treating  it,  but  to  my  personal  incapacity 
to  work  out  so  great  a  result,  in  a  fitting  manner. 

The  order  of  the  general  demonstration  may  be  made  intelligible,  by 
a  brief  statement.  In  the  First  Book,  I  attempt  to  trace  and  to  prove 
the  manner  in  which  the  Knowledge  of  God  unto  salvation  passes  over 
from  being  merely  objective,  and  becomes  subjective.  In  the  Second 
Book,  I  endeavour  to  disclose  and  to  demonstrate  the  whole  work  of  God 
in  man,  unto  his  personal  salvation.  In  the  Third  Book,  the  personal 
effects  and  results  of  this  divine  subjective  work,  are  sought  to  be  expli- 
cated. This  seems  to  me  to  exhaust  the  subject,  in  its  subjective  personal 
aspect.  But  these  individual  Christians,  by  means  of  their  union  with 
Christ,  and  their  consequent  communion  with  each  other,  are  organized 
by  God  into  a  visible  Kingdom  ;  which  has  a  direct  and  precise  relation 
to  the  subjective  consideration  of  the  Knowledge  of  God.  From  this 
point,  therefore,  the  social  and  organic  aspect  of  the  subject  arises ;  and 
the  Fourth  Book  is  occupied  with  what  is  designed  to  be  a  demonstration 
of  the  Church  of  the  living  God.  But  just  as  the  work  of  grace  in  indi- 
vidual men,  is  necessarily  followed  by  the  Christian  offices,  and  so  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Third  Book  necessarily  followed  the  subject  of  the  Second :  in 
like  manner,  the  consideration  of  the  gifts  of  God  to  his  Church,  and  of  all 
the  effects  of  those  gifts,  follows  the  organization  and  progress  of  the  visible 
Church  in  a  peculiar  manner.  And  thus  the  subject  of  the  Fourth  Book 
leads  directly  to  the  subject  of  the  Fifth,  in  which  the  life,  action  and 
organism  of  the  Church  are  discussed,  with  reference  to  the  special  gifts 
bestowed  on  it  by  God.  And  here  the  organic  aspect  of  the  Knowledge 
of  God  unto  salvation,  subjectively  considered,  seems  to  terminate.  What 
remains  is  the  General  Conclusion  of  the  whole  subjc/ct,  in  a  very  brief 
attempt  to  estimate  the  progress  and  result  of  these  divine  realities,  and 
to  disclose  the  revealed  consummation  of  God's  Works  of  Creation,  Prov- 
idence and  Grace. 

A  true  Christian  Theology  ought  to  be  just  in  its  scientific  conception, 
exact  in  its  method  of  development,  natural  in  the  order  of  its  topics, 
clear  in  its  continual  expositions,  adequate  in  its  great  generalizations, 
carefully  observant  of  the  divine  proportion  of  its  parts,  pervaded  by  the 
unity  which  belongs  to  a  high  and  continuous  demonstration,  and  guided 
by  a  spiritual  insight  and  a  sense  of  the  presence  of  the  living  God  in  all 
and  through  all.  For,  after  all,  it  is  the  Knowledge  of  God  unto  salvation 
which  is  the  substance :  Scientific  Theology,  at  the  best,  is  only  the  form 
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uodcr  which  that  divine  substance  is  presented.  Its  glory  and  its  tri- 
umph would  be,  to  obtain,  at  length,  that  form  which  accords  perfectly 
with  that  heavenly  substance.  Whoever  will  attempt  to  exhibit  in  a 
scientific  manner,  the  chief  parts  of  that  Knowledge  so  far  as  he  possesses 
it ;  will  have  occasion  when  his  task  is  even  worthily  accomplished,  to 
bewail  the  poverty  of  the  exhibition  he  has  made,  compared — I  need  not 
say — with  the  grandeur  of  his  theme,  but  even  with  his  own  conception 
of  it. 

In  the  Preliminary  Words  prefixed  to  the  First  Part  of  Theology,  I 
made  certain  statements  and  explanations  upon  such  topics  as  seemed  to 
me  to  require  it ;  some  of  which  had  more  particular  reference  to  that 
Treatise,  and  others  more  particular  reference  to  the  whole  work,  of  which 
that  was  the  first  of  three  parts.  Without  repeating  here  any  of  those 
statements, — I  refer  to  them  and  adopt  them  all,  as  applicable  with  the 
same  emphasis,  and  in  the  same  sense,  to  this  Treatise  as  to  that  They 
were  never  capable  of  being  misunderstood;  unless,  perhaps,  to  authorize 
the  supposition  that  my  use  of  the  labours  of  others,  both  in  that  Treatise 
and  in  this,  was  far  more  extensive  than  in  &ct  it  was ;  and  that  my  con- 
tributions to  the  true  progress  of  Christian  Theology  were  less  distinct, 
than  they  might  turn  out  to  be.  Claiming  nothing,  except  a  patient  con- 
sideration by  the  people  of  God,  of  a  sincere  endeavonr  to  restate  with 
perfect  simplicity,  and  according  to  its  own  sublime  nature,  and  in  its  own 
glorious  proportion,  the  Knowledge  of  God  unto  salvation ;  I  confidently 
ask,  who  are  they  amongst  the  living, — ^how  many  are  there  amongst  the 
dead,— on  whose  behalf  it  can  be  tnily  asserted,  that  such  a  claim  is  un- 
just to  them,  or  unbecoming  in  me? 

The  preceding  volume  was  a  complete  Treatise ;  the  present  volume 
is  also  a  complete  Treatise  :  the  two  united  contain  all  I  propose  to  ad- 
Tance  on  what  is  sometimes  called  Systematic  Theology,  sometimes  Dog- 
matic Theology,  sometimes  merely  Theology.  The  former  volume  con- 
tains the  objective,  the  present  one  the  subjective  consideration  of  saving 
truth :  saving  truth  in  itself — saving  truth  in  its  working.  It  will  com- 
plete my  original  design,  if  the  Lord  spares  me  and  enables  me  to  compose 
and  publish  one  more  volume,  devoted  to  what  is  commonly  called  Po- 
lemic or  controversial  Theology,  embracing  Apologetics ;  that  is,  to  what 
I  contemplate  as  the  Knowledge  of  God  considered  relatively  to  all  un- 
truth incompatible  with  salvation, 

BrmdauujxEj  near  Lexington,  Ky.,  April,  1859. 


THE    KNOWLEDGE    OF    GOD, 

SUBJECTIVELY  CONSIDERED. 


ARGUMENT  OF  THE  FIRST  BOOK. 

I  HATi  attempted  in  a  former  Treatise,  to  demonstrate  and  to  classify  the  whole 
knowledge  of  Grod  attainable  by  man  unto  salvation,  considered  as  mere  Know- 
ledge ;  and  thus  to  exhibit  Theology  in  the  purely  objective — as  in  every  other 
aspect  of  it,  as  a  scicnce^f  Positive  Truth,  both  inductive  and  deductive.  This 
volume,  devoted  to  the  thorough  treatment  of  the  knowledge  of  Qod  subject- 
ively considered  in  the  actual  salvation  of  fallen  men,  occupies  this  First  Book 
ofit  in  pointing  out  the  whole  aspect  and  method,  both  universal  and  particu- 
lar, of  the  transition  of  that  knowledge  from  the  Objective  into  the  Subjective. 
It  concerns  itself  in  explicating  the  divine  Plan,  Economy,  and  Method,  whereby, 
what  has  been  hitherto  treated  as  mere  knowledge,  attainable  by  man,  passes 
over  and  becomes  an  infinite  force  upon  man  and  in  man ;  and  in  demonstra- 
ting the  certainty  of  salvation  in  this  way,  and  its  utter  impossibility  in  any 
other.  The  First  Chapter,  therefore,  of  this  First  Book,  discusses  the  condition 
in  which  the  created  universe  was  placed  by  the  Sentence  of  Qod  and  his  Pro- 
mise of  a  Saviour,  upon  the  Fall  of  Man ;  and,  in  particular,  it  attempts  to  settle 
the  actual  condition  of  the  human  race  as  determined  by  the  creation,  the  trial, 
the  fall,  the  sentence,  and  the  promise ;  and  to  solve  all  the  great  problems  involved 
in  that  attempt  The  Second  Chapter  is  devoted  to  a  discussion  of  the  Covenant 
of  Redemption,  of  whose  existence  the  promise  of  the  Seed  of  the  woman,  so 
■  decisive  upon  the  fate  of  the  universe  and  especially  of  man,  was  the  first  inti- 
mation ;  wherein  the  nature  and  reality  of  that  Covenant,  together  with  its 
relation  to  the  nature  and  grace  of  God,  and  to  the  Persons  of  the  Godhead, 
and  to  the  salvation  of  man,  are  exhibited ;  and  the  chief  principles  and  truths 
on  which  it  rests,  with  the  chief  cavils  against  it,  and  the  method  and  efficacy 
of  its  operation,  are  considered.  The  Third  Chapter  discloses  in  a  special  man- 
ner the  relation  of  this  Eternal  Covenant  to  the  intimate  nature,  inner  life,  and 
fundamental  convictions  of  man ;  the  nature  and  rule  of  Duty, — ^the  sovereignty 
of  God  and  the  dependence  of  man,  the  relation  of  divine  Grace  to  such  con- 
ditions, and  the  efficacy  of  personal  redemption — are  discussed ;  and  the  whole 
question  of  personal  salvation  and  the  failure  of  it,  is  traced  to  its  ultimate 
ground,  and  the  true  nature  of  Redeeming  Love  is  exhibited  in  its  method  and 
in  its  results.  The  Fourth  Chapter  is  occupied  with  an  exposition  of  the  special 
obligations  laid  on  man^  as  the  special  conditions  of  his  participation  in  the  ben- 
efits of  the  Covenant  of  Redemption ;  wherein  the  ultimate  truths  concerning 
human  nature  are  examined,  with  reference  to  the  divine  means  of  human  res- 
toration, and  as  the  result  it  is  shown  that  Repentance  towards  God,  and  Faith 
towards  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  both  of  which  are  summarily  explained,  are  the 
unavoidable  and  the  universal,  as  they  arc  the  revealed  and  effectual  conditions 
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of  salvation  for  fallen  men ;  and  the  nature  of  the  impotence  prodnced  by  tm — 
the  universal  need  of  divine  aid  by  every  created  being — the  glory  of  divine 
Grace,  and  the  certainty  of  perdition  without  it^  are  set  fortL  The  Fifth 
Chapter,  which  is  also  the  last  one  of  this  First  Book,  is  an  attempt  to  disclose 
the  whole  Economy  of  the  Covenant  of  Redemption,  imder  all  its  administra- 
tions— ^with  the  ^)ecial  design  of  determining  with  precision  oar  own  actual  po- 
sition with  reference  thereto ;  wherein  the  Covcmuits  of  Works  and  Bedemptioo 
are  compared,  and  their  agreement  and  difference  pointed  out ;  the  succesave 
dispensations  of  the  latter  Covenant^  from  Adam  to  the  consummation  of  ill 
things,  are  briefly  exhibited — together  with  the  condition  of  the  kingdom  of 
God  and  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  at  each  great  epoch  relatively  to  eadi 
other;  and  the  absolute  unity  of  tlie  essence  of  the  Covenant  of  Redemption 
under  all  Dispensations  is  demonstrated — together  with  the  nature  and  power 
of  the  knowledge,  and  the  certainty  of  the  salvation,  thus  attainable.  As  the 
result  of  this  course  of  enquiry  and  demonstration,  we  are  brought  imme- 
diately to  the  direct  application  of  divine  knowledge,  with  divine  power, 
through  di\'ino  Grace,  to  our  own  hearts  as  individual  sinners;  which  great 
work  is  developed  in  the  Second  Book.  In  this  Book — if  &  selection  can  be 
made  of  a  small  number  of  fundamental  truths  covering  in  a  general  but  deci- 
sive way,  the  immense  field  explored  in  it — the  following  statements  may  be 
considered  as  condensing  the  whole,  namely, — That  as  the  result  of  the  Fall  of 
Man,  of  the  interlocutory  Sentence  then  pronounced  by  Qod,  and  of  the  Pro- 
mise of  a  Saviour  then  made  by  Him,  the  human  race  lies  in  a  condition  of  am 
and  misery  under  the  penalty  of  tlie  broken  Covenant  of  Works^  and  under  the 
curse  of  God*s  violated  law,  but  with  G^d*s  promise  of  deliverance  through  the 
Saviour  to  all  the  followers  of  Christ, — and  awaiting  the  final  sentence  of 
eternal  life  or  eternal  death  at  the  judgment  of  the  great  day : — ^That  the  sole 
foundation  of  the  sinner*s  hope  lies  in  the  sovereign  Grace  of  God,  of  whic^ 
grace  the  Word  of  God  is  a  divine  Revelation,  and  the  manner  of  whkh  grace 
in  its  fundamental  statement  is,  the  Covenant  from  Eternity  between  the 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Gliost^  to  save  by  the  work  of  each  with  the  concur- 
rence of  all,  the  Elect  of  God  whom  the  Son  represented  as  their  Federal  head 
in  that  Covenant,  with  each  of  whom  it  becomes  a  personal  covenant  of  life  on 
his  union  with  Christ,  by  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost :— That  the  funda- 
mental principles  and  truths  involved  in  the  Covenant  of  Redemption,  have  a 
relevancy  most  intimate  and  most  efficacious,  to  the  spiritual  nature,  inner  life, 
and  religious  convictions  of  fallen  men,  they  being  and  they  alone  being,  that 
Qt)spel  which  is  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation : — That  Repentance  toward 
God  and  Faith  toward  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  arc  tlie  universal  and  unalterable 
obligations  and  conditions  of  the  Covenant  of  Rcdemption,-^bligations  bind- 
ing upon  every  anner, — conditions  irrespective  of  which  none  can  be  saved : — 
That  the  Administration'  of  the  Covenant  of  Redemption  embraces  all  that 
Grod  has  ever  done  or  will  do  for  men  considered  as  sinners, — ^throughout  every 
Dispensation  of  which  the  same  grace  reigns,  the  same  salvation  is  propounded, 
the  same  Saviour  is  held  forth,  the  same  union  with  him  through  the  renewing 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  is  exhibited,  and  the  same  eternal  life  is  made  the  inherit- 
ance of  Qod*s  Electa  through  God*8  love. 


CHAPTER  I. 

THE  CONDITION  OF  THE  UNIVERSE:  AS  IT  LAY  UNDER  THE  SEN- 
TENCE OP  GOD,  BUT  WITH  THE  PROMISE  OP  DELIVERANCE. 
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I. — ^1.  If  we  reject  the  divine  revelation  which  is  recorded  in 
the  Sacred  Scriptures,  we  are  left  wholly  without  knowledge  of 
the  primeval  state  of  man ;  and  are  unahle  to  penetrate  the  final 
destiny  of  our  race,  or  any  individual  of  it.  That  revelation 
explains  in  the  most  precise  manner,  the  original  creation  of  man, 
the  position  he  occupied,  at  first,  with  respect  to  G-od  and  to  the 
universe,  and  the  intimate  nature  of  his  own  being,  his  endow- 
ments and  his  duty,  his  peril  and  his  reward.  Out  of  the  state 
of  the  case  thus  exhibited  to  us  by  God,  there  necessarily  arose 
obligations  founded  in  the  very  truths,  great  as  they  were,  upon 
which  the  case  proceeded ;  principles  inherent  in  the  very  nature 
of  the  case ;  necessities  of  every  sort  which  must  control  man- 
kind, considered  in  their  relations  to  each  other,  to  the  universe. 
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and  to  God ;  laws  in  their  very  highest  sense,  and  whether  they 
were  uttered  in  words  or  not,  which  are  the  necessary  middle 
term  between  the  idea  of  a  creator  and  the  idea  of  a  creature. 
Here  is  the  Law  of  Nature.  And  whatever  nature  herself  may 
be,  than  which  hardly  anything  is  more  difficult  to  conceive  or 
define  precisely,  that  code  to  which  we  justly  give  her  name  and 
which  her  Creator  and  ours  stamped  upon  her  in  her  first  purity, 
must  not  only  abide  while  she  endures,  but  has  received  the  sub- 
lime confirmation  of  being  fully  recognized  and  largely  restated 
in  the  inspired  Word  of  God. 

2.  In  addition  to  this  fundamental  law  of  our  very  being,  in- 
corporated by  our  Creator  in  our  very  nature,  still  dimly  felt 
notwithstanding  our  fall,  and  explicitly  restated  in  the  sacred 
Scriptures  ;  G^d  added  other  laws,  having  special  relation  to  man, 
which  wore  clearly  stated  to  him  at  his  creation,  and  which  were 
recorded  twenty-five  centuries  afterwards  on  the  earliest  pages  of 
the  Scriptures.  Thus  God  consecrated  man  whom  he  had  created 
in  his  own  image,  to  his  endless  service  and  enjoyment ;  thus 
God  consecrated  the  Sabbath  day,  the  type  and  commemoration 
of  this  ineflBstblo  repose  when  this  work  of  creation  was  done  ; 
thus  God  gave  to  man  an  unlimited  dominion  over  the  earth  and 
over  every  creature  inferior  to  himself,  and  bade  him  increase  and 
multiply,  possess  the  earth,  subdue  it,  and  enjoy  it.  And  these 
laws  of  the  primeval  state  of  man,  following  immediately  after 
the  Law  of  Nature,  and  preceding  immediately  the  Covenant  of 
Works,  however  they,  like  all  else,  may  have  been  defaced  and  im- 
paired by  the  Fall  of  Man,  are  indestructibly  united  with  the 
mortal  existence  of  the  human  race,  and  enter  decisively  into  the 
eternal  results  of  that  existence. 

3.  Thus  created  by  God,  thus  additionally  bound  to  God,  man 
in  his  primeval  estate  became  the  object  of  a  still  ftirther  proof 
of  the  care  and  love  of  his  Creator.  God  made  with  him  a  Cove- 
nant of  Life,  upon  the  single  condition  of  perfect  obedience  to  a 
single  precept  and  a  single  prohibitioa  A  Covenant,  that  is, 
whereby  the  probation  incident  to  a  perfect  but  fallible  being, 
was  made  precise,  temporary,  and  slight ;  whereby  the  probation 
of  a  whole  race  was  concentrated  on  the  probation  of  the  natural 
progenitor  and  federal  head  of  that  race  ;  whereby  tha  high  es- 
tate already  possessed  might  not  only  be  delivered  from  all  risk 
And  oonfiimed  forever,  but  might  be  gloriously  and  eternally  ad- 
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yaoced  ;  whereby  even  if  he  fell,  certain  advantages  would  re- 
main to  his  race,  beyond  what  were  possible  after  a  fall,  in  other 
manner.  This  is  the  Covenant  of  Works.  It  found  man  in  a 
condition  of  great  glory  and  blessedness,  and  it  proposed  to  se- 
cure to  his  whole  race  £>rever,  the  possession  and  increase  of  both. 
In  this  respect  it  failed.  The  same  traosgression  which  defeated 
it  as  a  Covenant  of  Life,  and  brought  upon  the  sinner  its  just 
penalty,  was  at  the  same  time  a  violation  of  the  fundamental 
Law  of  Nature,  and  of  the  fundamental  consecration  of  man  to 
the  service  and  enjoyment  of  God  superadded  to  the  Law  of  Na- 
ture, and  subjected  him  to  the  just  penalty  of  both.  What  was 
the  penalty  to  the  Covenant  of  Works,  was  stated  in  the  Cove- 
nant itself.  What  was  the  penalty  of  the  violation  of  the  first 
and  highest  Law  of  Nature,  and  what  was  that  annexed  to  those 
additions  to  it  which  preceded  the  Covenant,  were  not  declared 
beforehand :  they  remained  to  be  disclosed  by  God,  when  and 
how  he  pleased.  All  might  be  presumed  to  be  concentrated  in 
the  fearful  penalty  annexed  to  the  Covenant ;  the  more  readily, 
as  it  was  a  Covenant,  not  of  vengeance  but  of  Life,  and  as  its 
penalty  was  the  highest  ever  inflicted  by  Jehovah.  At  any  rate, 
the  Covenant  of  Works,  like  both  systems  of  Law  which  preceded 
it,  abode  as  an  elemental  and  indestructible  part  of  the  spiritual 
system  of  the  universe  to  which  man  appertained  ;  aod  it,  like 
them,  will  endure,  in  its  place  and  to  its  ends,  until  the  final 
catastrophe  of  nature,  and  man,  and  sin. 

4.  It  is  to  the  breach  of  the  Covenant  of  Works — the  Fall  of 
Man — ^that  the  word  of  God  constantly  attributes  the  present 
condition  of  the  human  race,  a  condition  which  it  everywhere 
describes  as  one  of  sin  and  misery.  Nor  can  it  be  denied  that 
in  the  feLCts  stated  in  the  Scriptures,  concerning  the  creation, 
original  state,  trial,  and  fall  of  man,  a  perfect  explanation  is  fur- 
nished of  the  whole  career  and  present  condition  of  the  human 
iBce.  Theoretically,  at  least,  the  grandest  problems  of  humanity 
are  solved  ;  and  it  behooves  the  caviller  to  cast  some  dpubt  over 
the  ftu^ts  themselves,  or  to  accept  the  perfect  solution  they  afford ; 
and  all  the  more  urgently,  since  besides  these  facts  asserted  by 
God  and  transmitted  through  all  generations,  the  whole  human 
race  has  been  unable  to  suggest  even  a  conjecture,  upon  which 
its  own  actual  condition  could  be  adequately  explained.  The 
original  perfection,  and  at  the  same  time  the  fallibility  of  human 
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nature,  are  the  fundamental  data  of  the  Covenant  of  Works ; 
precisely  as  the  pollution,  and  at  the  same  time  the  susoeptibilitj 
of  restoration,  in  fallen  human  nature,  are  the  funcUmentd 
data  of  th^  Covenant  of  Grace  ;  data  infinitely  remarkable  and 
firuitful,  not  one  of  which  any  human  intellect  had  ever  of  itself 
perceived  to  be  an  element  in  the  solution  of  the  great  problems 
of  humanity,  at  which  the  human  intellect  has  never  ceased  to 
labor.  No  less  remarkable — nor  less  fruitful — was  that  other 
basis  of  the  Covenant  of  Works,  namely,  that  moral  evil,  and  by 
means  of  it  physical  evil  also,  might  find  entrance  into  a  perfect 
universe  through  the  act  of  a  perfect  but  fallible  creature  ;  just 
as  it  is  a  basis  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace,  that  these  evils  can  be 
repaired  through  the  incarnation  of  the  Godhead  in  the  very  na- 
ture which  fell,  and  in  no  other  way  ;  sublime  realities,  before 
which  the  mysteries  of  our  condition  vanish.  No  less  remarkable 
again — ^nor  yet  less  fruitful — is  that  other  basis  of  the  Covenant 
of  Works,  that  while  God  deals  with  every  human  being  indi- 
vidually and  directly,  yet  besides  this  and  beneath  this,  there  is 
a  wider  and  deeper  mode  of  God's  dealing  with  the  common 
head  and  root  of  all — ^for  the  whole  race  ;  both  of  which  truths 
apply  with  perfect  force  under  the  Covenant  of  Grace ;  immeas- 
urable truths,  in  the  absence  of  which  our  condition  and  God's 
dealings  with  us  are  alike  inexplicable,  but  in  the  combined  light 
of  which  both  Covenants  and  the  effects  of  both  of  them  upon 
us  are  perfectly  comprehensible. 

5.  That  perfect  but  fallible  head  and  progenitor  of  our  race 
was  tried — and  fell.  That  possibility  of  the  entrance  of  evil  into 
a  perfect  universe,  actually  occurred.  That  principle  of  cove- 
nanted dealing  by  God  with  man,  through  which  life  and  immor- 
tality are  now  brought  to  light  through  Jesus  Christ,  when  first 
applied  produced  through  Adam  the  ruin  of  our  race.  The  fisi- 
vour  and  the  image  of  God  are  lost;  the  race  is  no  longer  perfect, 
but  is  fallen  and  depraved  ;  it  lies  under  the  curse  of  God's  vio- 
lated law,  the  penalty  of  his  broken  covenant.  And  in  this  con- 
dition the  personal  dealings  of  God  with  each  individual  sinner, 
must  necessarily  have  regard  to  all  those  transgressions,  which 
besides  their  original  source  in  the  primeval  fallibility  of  man, 
have  a  new  and  more  virulent  source  in  the  polluted  nature  in- 
herited since  the  fall.  Nor  are  the  results  of  these  transactions 
either  doubtful,  accidental,  or  capable  of  remedy  by  us.    Man 
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has  broken  covenant  with  God,  and  rendered  himself  alike  un- 
worthy and  incapable  of  life  by  means  of  that  defaced  covenant ; 
and  God  has  judicially  annulled  it  as  a  covenant  of  life,  has 
passed  an  interlocutory  sentence  upon  all  who  were  implicated  in 
its  breach  or  involved  in  its  penalty,  has  been  executing  that 
sentence  since  the  hour  in  which  he  uttered  it,  and  only  awaits  the 
judgment  of  the  great  day  to  make  it  final  and  complete.  The 
actual  condition  of  the  univerHC,  and  more  especially  that  of 
the  human  race,  is  exact  and  determinate — ascertained  and  de- 
clared by  Ghxl  himself— the  inevitable  result  of  what  had  gone 
before — and  wholly  irremediable  except  through  the  sovereign 
grace  of  God,  and  the  incarnation  and  sacrifice  of  his  only  begot- 
ten Son.  These  sublime  principles  and  truths  find  their  expla- 
nation and  defence  throughout  the  sacred  Scriptures  ;  the  whole 
providence  of  God  affords  a  perpetual  illustration  of  them  ;  and 
every  human  heart,  and  every  human  life  displays  the  constancy 
and  the  power  with  which  they  separately  or  unitedly  control  the 
condition  and  destiny  of  man. 

II. — 1.  It  is  impossible  for  us  to  separate  the  inward  sense  of 
duty  from  the  outward  ideas  of  obligation  and  responsibility; 
or  from  the  inward  sense  of  blameworthiness  if  that  sense  of 
duty  is  violated,  and  of  satisfaction  if  it  is  obeyed.  But  this 
sense  of  blameworthiness  is  no  less  than  the  testimony  of  nature 
to  our  righteous  liability  to  punishment  for  transgression  ;  and 
this  sense  of  inward  satisfaction  is  no  less  than  a  corresponding 
testimony  of  nature  to  the  reality  of  virtue,  which  considered 
merely  of  the  soul  may  well  be  called  the  realization  of  the 
health  and  beauty  and  good  habit  thereof.  So  that  in  the  very 
constitution  of  our  nature  as  it  now  exists,  there  is  the  clearest 
proof  that  there  are  such  things  as  right  and  wrong — that  the 
ditlereuce  between  them  is  ineffaceable — that  wrong  doing  is  not 
only  the  proper  ground  of  i)uni8hment,  but  directly  productive 
of  misery — and  that  right  doing  is  not  only  the  proi)er  ground 
of  approbation,  but  directly  productive  of  Happiness. 

2.  The  direct  punishment  of  wrong  doing  is  to  be  distinguished 
from  the  incidental  consequences  of  that  wrong  doing,  in  the  way 
of  incurring  or  even  of  enduring  the  punishment.  Those  inci- 
dental consequences  may  be,  even  under  a  perfect  administration, 
a  very  sore  aggravation  of  the  punishment  itself ;  and  in  all  im- 
perfect administrations  may  become  more  terrible  than  the  proper 
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penalty  of  transgressioD.  On  the  other  hand^  they  may  become 
not  only  great  alleviations  of  punishment,  but  the  means  of 
great  and  lasting  benefit  to  the  transgressor.  Wherefore  to  call 
them  punishment  in  the  proper  sense,  would  be  to  say  that  even 
under  a  perfect  administration  the  violation  of  duty  stands  an 
equal  chance  of  being  advantageous  ;  and  that  under  an  imper- 
fect administration  fitness  to  be  punished  is  not  a  proper  ground 
upon  which  justice  can  proceed,  either  with  safety  or  certainty  : 
results  which  subvert  all  moral  distinctions.  It  will  be  observed 
that  the  very  ierms  I  have  used,  and  every  idea  they  all  suggest, 
necessarily  involve  a  lawgiver,  a  law,  and  a  subject  of  it — ^three 
terms  which  absolutely  stand  or  fall  together.  So  that  the  exis- 
tence of  an  infinite  Bulcr  of  the  Universe,  the  approver  of  right 
doing  and  the  punisher  of  wrong  doings— the  administrator  also 
of  the  boundless  complexities  incidental  to  both  actions,  is  in- 
volved in  the  very  nature  of  our  own  moral  constitution. 

3.  What  has  been  said  in  the  preceding  paragraph  embraces 
the  whole  distinction  between  punishment  properly  considered, 
and  whatever  is  merely  incidental  thereto — whether  these  incidents 
appertain  to  the  actual  infliction  of  the  punishment,  or  whether 
they  appertain  immediately  to  the  trangression  itself,  or  whether 
they  appertain  to  the  method  of  dealing  with  the  culprit  between 
the  perpetration  of  the  offence  and  the  infliction  of  the  penalty. 
To  suppose  that  all  these  incidents  are  merely  proofs  of  an  im- 
perfect administration,  would  not  alter  the  case  at  all,  or  affect 
the  moral  principles  involved  in  it,  even  if  the  supposition  were 
true.  To  suppose,  with  regard  to  the  infinite  administration  of 
Gt)d,  that  aU  these  incidents  must  have  been  foreseen  by  him, 
and  aU  been  allowed  for  in  giving  us  such  a  nature  as  he  has, 
and  such  a  moral  code  to  the  universe  as  is  answerable  to  that 
nature — is  but  stating  the  condition  under  which  the  principles 
themselves  operate,  under  which  the  incidents  themselves  occur. 
The  infinite  complications  of  the  universe,  and  the  infinite  wis- 
dom, power,  justice,  and  goodness  of  GKkI  in  directing  them  all 
by  his  adorable  providence,  are  subjects  of  the  most  transcen- 
dent interest:  but  the  very  thing  we  need  is  the  means  of 
piercing  those  endless  complications  which  surround  us  on  all 
sides,  the  fundamental  truths  upon  which  that  boundless  and 
irresistible  providence  may  be  at  once  understood  and  vindicated. 
If  we  will  deal  justly  with  ourselves,  as  the  beginning  of  that 
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perpetual  right  doing  which  Gtod  approves,  and  which  diffuses 
satisfaction  through  our  own  souls,  we  shall  find  that  God  has 
laid  in  the  very  nature  we  possess  those  precise  elements,  and 
has  explicated  throughout  his  most  blessed  word  those  great  and 
satisfying  truths,  whereby  the  conscience  and  reason  he  has  given 
us  are  competent  to  justify  his  ways,  and  to  know,  not  only  that 
be  is,  but  that  he  is  the  rewarder  of  them  that  diligently  seek 
him. 

4.  How  Gk>d  could  permit  transgression  to  go  unpunished,  is 
wholly  inconceivable.  The  highest  manifestation  which  has  ever 
occurred  of  his  infinite  grace  to  sinners  and  his  infinite  compas- 
sion for  the  miserable — the  cross,  namely,  on  which  his  only  be- 
gotten Son  offered  himself  a  sacrifice — ^is  the  very  highest  proof 
of  which  we  can  conceive,  that  every  transgression  and  disobe- 
dience must  receive  a  just  recompense  of  reward.  And  so  the 
Scriptures  perpetually  assert.  That  which  our  own  hearts  teach 
us  we  deserve — ^punishment  for  transgression;  that  which  our 
reason  can  discover  no  possibility  of  avoiding,  when  contemplated 
merely  on  the  human  side  of  the  case ;  becomes  an  irresistible 
necessity  as  soon  as  we  allow  ourselves  to  contemplate  the  divine 
side  of  it.  There  is  no  more  possibility  that  Gkxl  should  allow 
sin  to  go  unpunished,  than  that  he  should  allow  innocence  to  be 
condemned.  And  in  nothing  is  he  more  careful  to  inform  us, 
than  that  the  apparent  departures  £rom  these  eternal  necessities 
which  we  observe  in  human  affairs,  are  but  temporary  and  anom- 
alous ;  and  that  the  stupendous  departure  from  them  in  the 
work  of  redemption  through  the  divine  Saviour  of  sinners,  is  the 
very  highest  manifestation  of  the  principles  themselves,  wrought 
out  through  the  infinite  goodness  of  God,  to  the  infinite  glory  of 
God,  and  springing  from  a  transcendent  generalization  of  all  the 
perfections  of  Gtod. 

5.  Satan,  and  man,  and  the  brute  creation,  and  the  earth  it- 
self— our  universe  ;  all,  lying  under  the  curse  of  God,  lie  under 
the  force  of  all  the  truths  I  have  stated,  all  the  principles  I  have 
distii^n^hed.  Every  thing  is  polluted  by  sin  ;  every  thing  lies 
under  the  penalty  of  transgression  ;  every  thing  has  actually  re- 
ceived sentence,  and  awaits  a  farther  sentence  at  the  great  day  ; 
every  thing  must  endure,  in  some  form  or  other,  its  due  recom- 
pense. Besides  this,  whatever  things  are  incidental  to  transgres- 
uon,  let  them  be  what  they  may ;  and  whatever  are  incidental 
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to  pnnishment ;  and  whatever  are  incidental  to  process  in  its 
widest  sense,  if  I  may  so  speak  ;  all — all  must  be  encoantered 
And  the  infinite  complications  of  the  universe,  and  the  infinite 
dominion  of  (rod,  are — as  to  the  former  but  elements,  and  as  to 
the  latter  but  the  means,  whereby,  and  wherein,  infinite  wisdom, 
and  justice,  and  grace  continually  expatiate  in  accomplishing  the 
eternal  purpose  of  God's  infinite  will,  to  his  own  boundless  glory. 
The  entmnce  of  the  Covenant  of  Qrace  modified  everything.  The 
primeval  promise  of  a  Saviour,  uttered  by  Ood  as  a  part  of  the  sen- 
tence he  pronounced  on  Satan,  changed  the  condition  of  the  uni- 
verse. God  revealed  therein  the  principles  on  which  he  would  act 
towards  a  universe  lying  under  his  curse :  on  the  one  hand,  inex- 
tinguishable wrath  against  Satan  and  his  seed  ;  on  the  other  hand 
infinite  grace  towards  fallen  man  ;  gloriously  developed  through- 
out the  word  of  God,  and  efficacious  to  eternity.  But  still  the 
curse  remained,  and  the  universe  lay  under  it ;  and  it  lies  under 
it  still.  A  universe  under  God's  curse — ^but  with  the  promise  of 
an  infinite  deliverance,  limited  only  in  that  Satan  and  his  seed 
have  no  part  in  it ;  a  universe  before  our  eyes,  after  so  many 
weary  ages,  still  struggling  under  that  curse  towards  that  deliv- 
erance ;  groaning  and  travailing  in*  pain  under  the  bondage  of 
corruption,  but  still  cherishing  the  hope  in  which  it  wiis  subjected 
of  attaining  to  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  Grod. 

III.  1.  Let  us  attempt  to  estimate  in  a  more  detailed  manner 
this  mixed  condition  of  the  universe,  as  the  elements  thereof  are 
delivered  to  us  in  the  account  of  them  inspired  by  God  himself 
Nothing  more  remarkable  ever  occurred  on  earth.  It  is  God  the 
Creator  and  Ruler  of  the  universe,  Satan  the  head  of  the  fallen 
angels  and  the  destroyer  of  the  human  race,  and  the  first  parents 
of  that  race,  who  are  the  parties  to  traosactions  so  wonderful 
And  the  questions  adjudged  are  vast  beyond  the  conception  of 
any  but  God  himself';  the  fate  of  the  universe  ho  had  created, 
the  destiny  of  the  human  race  created  in  his  own  image  and  now 
fallen  from  it — the  overthrow  of  his  first  covenant  as  a  Covenant 
of  Life — ^the  first  discovery  of  his  new  and  better  covenant — the 
question  of  his  own  eternal  glory,  of  vengeance  on  the  Devil  and 
his  seed,  of  grace  and  salvation  for  his  own  elect  1  How  can  the 
grandeur  of  such  topics,  and  the  utter  insufficiency  of  human 
reason  for  their  solution,  be  more  clearly  displayed,  than  by  the 
fact  that  their  solution  resulted,  as  I  have  before  ventured  to  ex- 
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press  it,  throngh  a  transcendent  generalization  of  all  the  perfec- 
tions of  Gody  and  that  the  method  of  that  salvation  lay  in  the 
incarnation  and  sacrifice  of  the  Son  of  Qrod  ! 

2.  The  first  three  chapters  of  the  Book  of  Genesis,  with  which 
the  inspired  volume  opens,  contain  a  detailed  though  wonderfully 
compact  statement  of  the  creation  of  the  heavens  and  the  earth 
and  all  that  in  them  is ;  veiy  especially  of  the  creation  and 
original  nature  and  primeval  estate  of  man ;  of  the  giving  to 
him  by  Q^d  of  the  Covenant  of  Works,  his  trial  under  it,  his 
breach  of  it,  and  the  consequent  fiill  of  the  sentence  of  God  upon 
all  the  parties  implicated  in  this  transaction,  and  upon  the  uni- 
verse which  was  involved  with  them  ;  and  of  the  first  intimation 
by  Ch)d,  that  the  great  deliverer  should  come,  and  that  all  things 
should  be  restituted  and  recapitulated  in  him.  It  is  the  clo- 
sing portion  of  these  transcendent  acts,  with  which,  at  this  mo- 
ment, wo  are  specially  concerned  in  the  present  attempt  to 
appreciate  the  condition  in  which  the  universe  was  left,  when 
they  were  all  finished,  and  our  first  parents  were  driven  from  the 
Grarden  of  Eden  ;  the  sentence  of  God,  namely,  and  the  promise 
of  the  Seed  of  the  woman,  and  the  threat  of  the  destruction  of 
Satan.  The  whole  of  these  vast  subjects  have  been  carefully 
analysed  and  expounded,  as  the  sources  of  complete  and  universal 
knowledge  to  us,  touching  the  matters  to  which  they  relate — in 
a  former  Treatise ;  and  having  occasion  now  to  examine  a  portion 
of  them  for  the  special  purpose  immediately  before  us,  I  content 
myself,  as  to  what  does  not  fall  necessarily  into  the  present  use, 
with  this  general  reference  to  that  Treatise. 

8.  The  Scriptures  abundantly  testify  that'  Satan,  under  the 
form  of  the  serpent,  was  the  real  tempter  of  our  first  parents.^ 
His  sentence,  therefore,  has  this. twofold  aspect  of  the  bestial 
and  the  diabolical  nature  of  the  agency  which  produced  the  fall 
of  roan  ;  and  as  God  has  put  these  aspects  together,  we  need 
not  be  careful  to  separate  them.  The  penalty  denaupced  on  him, 
was  for  his  agency  in  the  fall  of  man.  Whatever  punishment 
he  may  deserve,  or  receive  for  other  sins,  it  is  for  his  part  in  the 
ruin  of  man  that  he  is  sentenced  and  punished,  in  connection 
with  the  dispensation  of  God  towards  man.  Because  thou  bast 
done  this,  is  the  formula  used  by  God ;  the  very  same  used  in 
sentencing  Adam ;  the  fault  first,  and  then  the  punishment.   Not 

*  Rev.,  xiL  9 ;  xxiu  1-3. 
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only  docs  the  cuibo  of  God  and  all  that  is  involved  therein  rest 
on  Satan,  but  it  docs  so  in  a  manner  the  highest  and  deepest 
of  all ;  cursed  above  all  cattle  and  above  every  beast  of  the 
field ;  of  wbich  a  flagrant — as  well  as  a  symbolical  exhibition 
should  be  made  to  the  universe,  in  the  prostrate  condition  of  the 
seri)ent3  and  in  the  vilencss  of  his  common  sustenance.  But 
the  main  part  and  proof  of  the  penalty  and  curse  on  Satan,  lies 
in  the  enmity  denounced  by  Qod  between  tlie  Devil  and  his  seed 
on  the  one  side,  and  the  woman  and  her  Seed  on  the  other  side.' 
We  have  herein  a  very  extraordinary  intimation  of  the  preter- 
natural generation  of  Christ,  aud  of  all  that  is  involved  therein ; 
and  the  enmity  between  the  seed  of  Satan  and  the  Seed  of  the 
woman  is  as  clearly  denounced  as  the  enmity  between  Satan  and 
the  woman.  But  beyond  all  doubt,  Christ  is  that  Seed  of  the 
woman  intended,  and  his  people  in  him  as  their  head.*  And 
again,  beyond  all  doubt,  the  obstinately  impenitent  are  em- 
braced among  the  seed  of  Satan,  and  are  expressly  and  repeat- 
edly called  the  children  of  the  Devil,  a  generation  of  vipers  and 
the  like.'  The  obstinately  and  finally  impenitent  are,  therefore, 
no  more  embraced  in  any  provision  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace, 
terminating  in  salvation,  than  the  Devil  himself  is.  This  quench- 
less aud  eternal  enmity  of  Satan  and  his  seed  to  the  woman  and 
her  Seed,  is  a  lai^e  part  of  their  interlocutory  sentence,  and  of  so 
much  of  the  penalty  of  transgression  as  is  executed  upon  them 
before  their  final  sentence  and  second  death.  Pitiless  hate,  and 
malice,  and  every  evil  passion  consuming  them  ;  aggravated  be- 
yond conception  by  the  object  of  their  enmity  being  worthy  of 
their  boundless  love,  and  beyond  the  reach  of  their  inextinguish- 
able hate  ;  a  state  of  case  applying  in  its  degree,  to  their  enmity 
towards  every  child  of  God.  At  the  same  time  the  enmity  of 
the  Seed  of  the  woman  to  Satan  and  his  seed,  begets  in  these 
CDomies  of  God,  endless  disquiet,  dread,  and  terror,  and  ends  in 
their  total  overthrow,  ruin,  and  perdition.  Even  their  jMirtial 
success  in  bruising  his  heel,  being  utterly  malicious  and  diabol- 
ical, can  add  nothing  but  misery  and  pollution  to  them,  and 
can  cflFectually  promote  only  their  own  punishment  and  woe.  It 
can  never  be  more  than  a  partial  success,  bruising  the  heel  only ; 

*  Gen.,  iii.  14,  15. 

■  Ps.,  cxxiu.  11 ;  Isa.,  viL  14 ;  viu.  8 ;  Tiiuit,  i.  23-25 ;  Luke,  1 31-35 ;  GaL,  iv.  4. 

*  Matt.,  iil  7  ;  xiii.  38 ;  zxiii.  83;  John,  yiii.  44 ;  Ada,  xiiL  10 ;  1  John,  ill  S. 
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it  can  never  fail  to  be  in  the  end  a  source  of  rage  and  disappoint- 
ment— even  in  its  progress  attended  with  tormenting  uncertaioty, 
disquietude,  and  alarm.  Even  when  the  crucifixion  of  the  prom- 
ised Seed  had  been  achieved,  the  effect  was  the  overthrow  of  the 
kingdom  of  darkness ;  a  result  whose  possibility  Satan  himself 
seems  to  have  had  some  fearful  suspicion  might  be  impending  in 
some  way  he  did  not  comprehend  ;  as  appears  to  be  intimated  in 
that  remarkable  attempt  of  the  wife  of  Pilate  to  arrest  the  exe- 
cution of  Jesus.'  In  all  the  Scriptures  scarcely  anything  is  more 
distinctly  set  before  us,  than  the  great  outline  of  the  character 
and  career  of  Satan.  His  original  state  as  a  pure  and  exalted 
spirit ;  his  revolt  in  heaven  and  his  being  cast  into  hell ;  his  ruin 
of  our  first  ])arents ;  his  hatred  and  malice  against  the  Christ 
of  God  and  all  bis  followers  ;  his  ceaseless  temptations,  accusa- 
tions, and  persecutions  ;  his  boundless  cruelties,  his  endless  se- 
ductions, his  shameless  lies,  even  to  the  denial  of  his  own  exist- 
ence, his  employment  of  civil  butchers,  his  inciting  religious 
seducers,  his  uniting  both  in  one  in  the  long  lines  of  Heathen, 
and  Papal,  and  Mohammedan  oppressors  of  the  children  of  God.; 
a  liar  and  a  murderer  from  the  beginning — a  liar  and  murderer 
to  the  end  I  Blessed  be  God  for  the  hope  that  we  are  approach- 
ing the  period,  when  God's  angel  will  lay  hold  on  the  Dragon, 
that  old  serpent  which  is  the  Devil  and  Satan,  and  bind  him  for 
a  thousand  years,  and  cast  him  into  the  bottomless  pit,  and  shut 
him  up,  and  set  a  seal  upon  him.*  Blessed  be  God  for  the  assu- 
rance, made  ours  through  the  blood  of  Christ,  that  after  those 
thousand  years  are  out,  and  afler  Satan  shall  have  been  loosed 
out  of  his  prison  to  deceive  the  nations ;  our  eyes  shall  at  last 
behold  death  and  hell  and  Satan  cast  into  the  lake  of  torment, 
even  the  lake  of  fire  and  brimstone,  where  the  beast  and  the 
&llen  prophet  are,  and  where  they  shall  be  tormented  day  and 
Dight  for  ever  and  ever.*  Analogous  to  the  character,  the  career, 
and  the  destiny  of  Satan,  is  that  of  those  whom  the  Scriptures 
in  view  of  their  original  ruin  through  him,  their  bond  service  of 
him  through  their  mortal  existence,  and  their  final  perdition  with 
him — call  his  seed.  However  fearful  it  may  be  to  contemplate 
any  portion  of  the  human  race  under  an  aspect  so  terrible,  it  is 
impossible  for  us  to  escape  the  meaning  of  God  in  the  sentence 
we  have  been  considering,  or  to  avoid  the  confirmation  thereof  in 
'  ICfttt,  xxfii  19.  •  Rev.,  xx.  1-3.  •  Rev.,  xx.  7-15. 
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every  statement  of  the  divine  word  relating  to  the  finally  unpeDi- 
tent,  or  to  shun  the  overwhelming  proof  of  the  guilt,  pollution, 
misery,  and  ruin  of  the  ungodly,  which  is  the  most  conspicuous 
part  of  the  sum  of  all  human  knowledge  concerning  the  human 
race.  Nay,  the  more  we  know  of  God  and  his  word,  of  Satan,  of 
the  human  race  and  of  ourselves,  the  more  are  we  ready  to  mag* 
nify  the  riches  of  that  divine  Grace  wherehy  sinners  are  saved, 
and  to  confess  that  it  is  hecause  they  ore  unsearchable  riches, 
that  any  sinner  at  all  is  saved.  It  is  in  vain  that  we  would  shut 
our  eyes  to  the  fact  that  it  is  not  only  a  part  of  our  vocation, 
but  a  part  of  the  very  blessedness  thereof,  that  we  must  suffer 
with  Christ.'  It  is  worse  than  in  vain,  it  is  an  abnegation  of  the 
very  nature  of  redemption,  and  the  very  nature  of  the  universe 
in  which  redemption  is  manifested,  to  suppose  that  Christ  Jesus, 
contrary  to  his  own  express  teachings,  did  not  come  into  the 
world  to  send  a  sword,  but  only  peace  on  earth.' 

4.  Following  the  sentence  of  the  servient,  the  sentence  of  the 
woman,  and  then  the  sentence  of  Adam  is  recorded  by  Moses.' 
Referring  to  the  former  Treatise,  in  which  the  whole  subject  has 
been  carefully  examined,  it  belongs  to  the  present  necessity  to 
treat  it  only  in  a  special  aspect.  It  is  to  be  carefully  observed 
that  these  sentences  are  pronounced  by  God  after  the  sentence 
upon  Satan  had  been  pronounced,  and  after  the  promise  of  the 
Seed  of  the  woman,  which  was  a  portion  of  that  sentence.  They 
are,  therefore,  sentences  of  God  upon  the  human  race  considered 
really  as  fallen  and  guilty,  but  with  the  further  and  transcendent 
facts,  that  God  had  already  promulged  his  purpose  to  destroy 
their  destroyer,  and  to  do  this  through  their  own  nature  mani- 
fested in  the  promised  Seed  of  the  woman ;  and  in  these  ele- 
ments combined  lie  the  elements  of  the  whole  issues  of  human 
existence,  and  of  the  complete  explanation  of  them  all.  The 
facts  themselves,  few  as  they  are,  and  the  order  of  their  occur- 
rence, precise  as  it  is,  all  divinely  made  known  to  us,  and  all  en- 
tering fundamentally  into  every  subsequent  portion  of  the  word 
of  God,  are  perfectly  adequate  to  the  explanation  of  every  prob- 
lem in  the  destiny  of  our  race,  and  among  the  rest  that  great 
problem  immediately  before  us,  of  a  race  lying  under  the  sentence 
of  God,  but  with  Gtxl's  promise  of  deliverance  through  a  Saviour. 
For  example,  the  fieill  preceded  the  promise  of  the  Saviour  ;  the 

'RoomriiLn;  Phil.,L29.  *  UmXL,  x.  passim.  *  Gen.,  iiL  1&.19. 


CHAP  I.]  OONDITION   OF    THE    UNIYEBSE.  15 

promise  of  the  Siivionr  preceded  the  sentence  of  the  woman 
and  of  Adam  ;  how  wonderfally  distinct  it  is,  therefore,  that  the 
promised  Seed  of  the  woman  had  nothmg  to  do  with  the  Cove- 
nant of  Works,  either  in  its  binding  obligation,  its  breach,  or 
the  pollution  and  sentence  which  followed  ;  and  how  clear  is  the 
light  thus  thrown  on  the  person  and  work  of  Messiah,  and  re- 
flected back  upon  the  condition  of  man  !  It  is  also  to  be  care- 
fully observed,  that  these  sentences  of  Eve  and  of  Adam,  and  of 
their  race  in  them,  so  &r  from  being  final,  are  in  a  manner  ob- 
viously limited  and  interlocutory,  tending  to  and  distinctly 
awaiting  the  absolute  sentence  aflcr  we  shall  have  returned  to 
the  dust  as  we  were.  And  so  far  are  they  from  being  compbte, 
in  the  immediate  and  full  execution  of  the  penalty  of  the  Cove- 
nant of  Works,  that  they  do  not  even  recite  that  penalty  in  its 
fulness :  and  they  say  nothing  of  our  enormous  guiltiness  as  un- 
der the  Law  of  Nature,  the  Moral  Law,  and  the  Law  of  those 
primeval  Institutes  of  God  which  lay  between  the  creation  and 
the  covenant ;  of  all  which  I  have  treated  specially  in  another 
plice.  As  in  the  case  of  Satan,  so  in  the  case  of  these  sentences 
upon  the  woman  and  the  man,  they  are  specific  sentences  under 
the  Covenant  of  Works — omitting  all  allusion  to  other  guilti- 
ness ;  and  these  especial  sentences  tempered  with  the  remark- 
able omission  of  any  distinct  curse  upon  the  human  race,  while 
that  curse  forms  a  most  conspicuous  part  both  of  the  sentence 
of  Satan,  and  of,  the  sentence  of  the  earth.  They  are  sentences, 
which  on  their  very  face  show,  that  terrible  as  they  were,  they 
were  compatible  with  the  promised  deliverance,  and  that  they 
were  pronounced  against  a  race  whose  condition  taken  as  a  whole, 
was  one  of  trial  under  a  new  form,  and  not  of  final  condemna- 
tion. A  peculiar  sense  is  therefore  to  be  given  to  all  our  state- 
ments of  the  curse  of  God  upon  our  race,  and  of  a  divine  deliv- 
erance for  the  race — ^which  though  they  be  true  as  general 
statements,  are  not  true  universally  and  strictly  of  all  individuals. 
It  is  strictly  and  universally  true  that  every  human  being  under- 
lies the  penalty  of  every  system  of  divine  laws,  for  in  one  sense 
or  other  we  have  all  violated  them  all ;  and  it  is  strictly  true 
that  every  transgressor  lies  under  the  curse  of  every  law  he  has 
violated ;  and  it  is  strictly  true  that  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  is 
able  to  save  and  is  willing  to  save,  and  will  save  to  the  uttermost 
all  who  come  to  God  by  him.    But  it  is  not  true  that  God  has 
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ever  by  a  formal  sentence  promulged  his  corse  against  his  re- 
deemed, who  are  the  objects  of  that  eternal  Ioto  and  that  irre- 
versible decree,  of  which  the  Covenant  of  Grace  is,  in  thought, 
an  outbirth.  Nor  is  it  true  that  Ood  ever  promulged  a  promise 
of  deliverance  to  our  fallen  race,  which  can  be  tortured  into  an 
intimation  that  he  would  ever  save  from  endless  perdition,  even 
so  much  as  one  single  obstinately  impenitent  and  unbelieving 
sinner.  Under  the  sentence  of  God,  and  under  the  curse  of 
God's  law,  and  under  the  promise  of  divine  deliverance,  we  strug- 
gle together  on  this  side  of  the  Jordan  of  death  ;  on  the  other 
side,  it  is  all  glory,  or  all  perdition. 

5.  The  mother  of  mankind  incurred  a  double  liability ;  first — 
as  she  was  first  in  the  temptation  and  a  direct  agent  in  Adam's 
fall ;  and  secondly,  as  she  was  our  common  progeoitrix,  and  in 
him  also  as  formed  out  of  his  rib,  one  of  his  race.  She  is, 
therefore,  first  sentenced  separately,  and  then  is  embraced  with 
us  all  in  the  sentence  pronounced  on  Adam.  Her  separate  sen- 
tence involved  in  a  special  manner  all  her  sex,  considered  in  the 
particular  relations  occupied  by  her— «very  wife  and  every  mother 
in  the  race.'  As  a  wife— subjection ;  as  a  mother,  sorrow  in  con- 
ception, and  sorrow  in  bringing  forth  children  ;  the  fundamental 
conception  which  under  our  estate  of  sin  and  misery  answers  to 
mother  is  anguish,  and  to  wife  is  servitude.  It  is  the  sentence 
of  God  ;  and  while  sin  pollutes  man,  every  wife  and  every  mother 
underlies  it,  as  a  perpetual  proof  of  the  overwhelming  calamities 
which  the  first  wife  and  mother  brought  upon* all  her  posterity ; 
calamities  which  these  most  sacred  relations  may  indeed  assuage, 
but  may  also  fearfully  aggravate.  It  is  thus  that  every  decisive 
fact  which  the  Scriptures  connect  with  the  Fall  of  Man  lives  and 
has  its  import  made  manifest  through  all  generations.  The  sen- 
tence of  God  upon  Adam  immediately  followed  the  sentence  upon 
Eve  ;  it  is,  as  I  have  largely  explained  in  the  former  Treatise,  a 
sentence  upon  the  race  of  which  he  was  at  once  the  natural  progen- 
itor and  the  federal  head — in  one  word  the  root.  This  sentence 
contains  two  parts,  of  which  the  first  relates  to  the  mortal  exist- 
ence of  the  race,  and  the  second  to  the  death  which  swallows  it 
up  ;  embracing  under  both,  the  moral  aspects  which  are  the 
chief  aspects  of  the  whole  case.''  A  life  of  trouble,  and  a  life 
of  toil,  is  the  essence  of  the  first  part  of  this  brief  and  awful 

>  Qen.,  ill  IS.  « Qen^  iu.  17*19. 
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sentence.  Trouble  of  every  sort  and  from  every  source  ;  toil, 
c^saselcss  toil,  the  livelong  day  of  the  world's  life.  If  our  lives 
were  lives  of  innoceoce  and  virtue^  if  the  sentence  of  God  had 
only  touched  our  physical  and  mental  condition,  how  terrible  is 
the  catastrophe  which  has  thus  reduced  us,  the  condition  which 
this  sentence  contemplates  and  in  which  we  behold  ourselves  this 
day,  compared  with  our  estate  before  the  fall  I  Being  thus  re- 
duced by  transgression,  and  being  therefore  depraved,  how  great 
is  the  goodness  of  God  that  both  trouble  and  toil  are  means — 
perhaps  chief  means  of  moral  good  to  us  I  For  toil  is  the  pa- 
rent of  innumerable  virtues,  as  well  as  of  all  true  success,  ad- 
vancement, usefulness,  and  greatness  ;  and  trouble  and  sorrow  are 
common  and  chief  occasions  of  the  richest  blessings  of  God,  and 
of  the  purest  and  highest  manifestations  of  virtue.  And  thus 
on  both  sides,  in  the  whole  progress  of  our  existence,  the  mixed 
condition  of  our  present  estate,  is  manifested  to  us  ;  our  fall  and 
our  sentence  on  one  side — ^the  divine  promise  and  our  hope  of 
deliverance  on  the  other.  But  the  second  part  of  this  sentence 
b  still  more  terrible  :  Dust  thou  art,  and  unto  dust  shalt  thou 
return.'  That  temporal  death  was  an  express  part  of  the  penal 
sanction  of  the  Covenant  of  Works,  that  it  is  expressly  de- 
nounced as  such  in  Gtod's  sentence  upon  Adam,  and  that  in  this 
way  and  in  no  other  it  found  access  to  man  and  passed  upon 
all  men ;  cannot  be  denied  without  subverting  every  claim  of 
the  Scriptures  to  be  a  divine  revelation,*  It  is  a  denial, 
moreover,  as  absurd  as  it  is  impious ;  for  death  as  the  result 
of  life,  is  one  of  those  inscrutable  phenomena,  the  denial  of 
which  is  impossible,  the  occurrence  of  which  is  shocking  to  hu- 
man reason,  the  infidel  explanations  of  which  are  ridiculous,  and 
the  divine  solution  of  which  is  perfectly  simple  and  complete.  I 
do  not  know  that  Christianity  has  any  interest  in  the  question, 
nor  that  the  Scriptures  decisively  settle  it,  how  far  the  decay 
&nd  death  of  the  inferior  creatures,  are  to  be  considered  as  the 
results  of  the  fall  of  man.  As  none  of  those  creatures  are  either 
iipiritual  or  immortal,  it  is  certain  they  do  not  incur  either  spir- 
itual or  eternal  death,  as  the  result  of  Adam's  fall ;  and  there- 
Tore  escaping  the  two  greater  portions  of  the  penalty,  it  seems 
to  me  a  very  minute  question,  and  unworthy  of  discussion  here, 
what  may  be  the  relations  of  dumb  beasts  to  the  third  and  low- 

'  Gen.,  iiL  19.  *  Rom.,  v.  pasfim. 
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est  portion  of  it.  As  to  man,  tho  Scriptures  teach  us  plainly 
not  only  that  his  mortal  existence  is  forfeited  by  the  fall,  but 
that  the  portion  of  it  allowed  to  him,  has  been  finom  time  to  time 
greatly  shortened  and  weakened,  and  thereby  many  other  tem- 
poral evils  of  the  fall  aggravated  upon  the  race.  But  even  here 
there  is  proof  of  the  mixed  condition  we  are  contemplating.  For 
as  the  life  of  man  is  depraved,  it  is  good  that  it  should  be  short ; 
as  in  that  way  it  can  the  less  establish  on  earth  the  means  and 
instruments  of  sin  and  misery.  And  besides,  everything  which 
can  keep  us  nlive  to  the  connection  of  sin  with  death,  and  to  that 
of  virtue  with  life,  is  at  once  a  testimony  to  our  actual  condition 
and  the  manner  in  which  we  fell  into  it,  and  an  incentive  to  shun 
evil  and  to  pursue  good.  It  is,  however,  the  body  only  of  man 
which  is  of  the  dust ;  his  living  soul  is  of  the  breath  of  Grod.* 
Separated  at  death,  to  be  reunited  in  the  resurrection,  the  body 
returns  to  the  dust  as  it  was — the  spirit  to  God  who  gave  it* 
And  then  when  the  final  judgment  is  passed  upon  the  united 
soul  and  body,  the  sentence  will  be,  Come  ye  blessed,  or  Dtpari 
ye  cursed,  as  their  works  shall  be,  when  the  books  are  opened.* 
Eternal  death,  therefore,  was  as  directly  involved  in  the  penalty 
of  the  Covenant  of  Works,  as  temporal  death  was  ;  and  nothing 
but  the  intervening  promise  of  a  Saviour,  prevented  it  from  being 
the  very  form  of  the  divine  sentence.  After  that  promise,  its 
indiscriminate  pronunciation  upon  the  whole  race,  was  no  longer 
possible ;  the  final  separation  and  sentence  of  the  blessed,  and 
cursed  being  laid  over  to  the  great  day  ;  and  the  seed  of  Satan 
and  the  redeemed  of  God  being  permitted,  under  this  long  re- 
spile  of  judgment  and  execution,  to  walk  together  through  all 
ages  of  trial  with  the  curse  and  the  promise  perpetually  mani- 
fested. Let  us  note,  however,  that  it  is  only  final  sentence  and 
complete  execution  that  is  thus  respited  to  either  party,  till  the 
day  of  judgment ;  the  penalty  of  the  broken  covenant,  and  the 
promise  of  deliverance  which  latter  has  already  been  so  gloriously 
fulfilled,  both  abiding  in  their  unalterable  force  ;  and  the  final 
issue  of  the  mixed  condition  of  things  being  as  distinct  to  Gk>d 
as  it  can  be  when  it  is  reached.  But  there  is  still  a  third  aspect 
of  this  penalty  of  death  annexed  to  the  Covenant  of  Works 
which  is  indeed  the  fundamental  aspect,  and  which  is  made  the 
explicit  ground  of  the  sentence  we  are  immediately  considering, 

»  Gen.,  iL  7.  *  EccL,  xil  t.  *  Matt.,  xxv.  31-46. 
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as  it  will  be  also  of  the  eternal  sentence,  according  to  the  per- 
petual statements  of  the  word  of  God.  Because  thou  hast  done 
tbis,  are  the  words  with  which  God  prefaced  the  sentence  upon 
the  serpent  ;^  and  in  like  manner  he  said  to  Adam,  Because  thou 
hast  hearkened  unto  the  voice  of  thy  wife,  and  hast  eaten  of  the 
tree  of  which  I  commanded  thee,  saying,  thou  shalt  not  eat  of  it.* 
The  whole  trial  and  sentence  imply,  are  based  upon,  and  con- 
clude to  trangression.  It  is  because  there  was  sin,  that  there  was 
any  punishment.  Without  it,  there  could  be  no  condemnatory 
sentence  by  Grod.  But  there  could  be  no  sin  on  the  part  of  a 
perfect  but  fallible  being  sentenced  as  Adam  was,  which  did  not 
involve  the  violation  of  his  own  nature,  and  that  of  every  rela- 
tion in  which  he  stood  to  God.  We  may  indeed  cavil  about  the 
terms  in  which  we  will  express  our  idea  of  the  spiritual  condition 
of  Adam  after  this  transgression  ;  those  in  which  God  has  chosen 
to  express  it,  and  which  his  people  in  all  ages  have  adopted,  are 
that  it  was  a  condition  of  spiritual  death,  and  that  the  act 
whereby  it  occurred,  was  the  Fall  of  Man.  It  is  this,  the  whole 
of  which  I  have  carefully  expounded  in  another  place,  out  of 
which  both  the  temporal  death  and  the  eternal  death  of  man 
oome.  Here  lies  the  chief  part  of  that  ruin,  and  the  source  of  all 
the  rest— which  nothing  but  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  God  could 
heal ;  the  fountain  of  all  the  sin  which  pollutes  our  race,  and  of 
all  the  misery  which  makes  -its  career  so  deplorable.  The  execu- 
tion of  the  sentence  of  God  commenced  from  its  very  utterance  ; 
for  we  are  told  that  God  drove  out  the  man  from  the  Garden  of 
Eden,  and  placed  cherubim  and  a  flaming  sword  which  turned 
every  way,  to  keep  the  way  of  the  tree  of  life.'  No  symbol  of 
the  Scriptures  is  more  remarkable  than  the  cherubim  ;  and  every- 
where they  appear  to  be  a  token  of  the  divine  presence.  With- 
out departing  from  the  special  object  of  our  present  enquiry,  in 
an  attempt  to  expound  that  portion  of  the  sacred  record  which 
recounts  the  expulsion  of  man  from  Eden  after  his  sentence ; 
nothing  can  be  more  certain  than  that  the  Covenant  of  Works 
had  ceased  to  be  a  means  of  access  to  God,  and  that  man  by  his 
fall  had  ceased  to  be  worthy  to  enjoy,  or  qualified  to  use  those 
mercies  and  blessings  which  had  been  unto  him,  in  his  estate  of 
innocence,  both  signs  and  seals  of  God's  covenanted  relations 
with  him.  That  way  of  the  enjoyment  of  God's  favour  was  open 
*  Gen.,  iii.  li  •  G«n.,  iu.  17.  *  Gen.,  iiL  22-24. 
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only  for  the  innocent ;  that  method  of  approach  to  him  was  im- 
passible for  the  gnilty.  Surely  no  lesson  was  ever  taught  more 
impressively — surely  none  can  be  more  obvious  to  human  reason — 
than  that  upon  the  ground  of  our  own  righteousness  we  can  have 
no  access  to  Ood,  udIcss  that  righteousness  be  perfect ;  and  that  as 
fallen  creatures  our  own  righteousness  neither  is,  nor  can  be,  perfect. 
6.  Just  as  the  promise  of  deliverance  to  man  was  uttered  in  the 
divine  sentence  upon  Satan  ;  so  the  curse  promulged  against  the 
earth,  was  a  part  of  the  sentence  upon  Adam  ;  cursed  is  the  ground 
for  thy  sake.^  Yet,  so  far  as  Adam  was  concerned,  even  here  is 
one  of  those  perpetual  mitigations  which  keep  up  the  perpetual 
remembrance  of  God's  great  promise,  and  of  the  change  wrought 
by  it,  in  all  things.  For,  though  our  bread  must  be  eaten  in 
sorrow  and  toil,  produced  from  ground  accursed  for  our  sake ; 
yet  the  sweat  of  our  face  will,  under  God's  promise,  make  our 
bread  sure,  even  out  of  cursed  ground,  till  we  ourselves  return  to 
the  ground  out  of  which  we  were  taken.*  Cursed  is  the  serpent, 
without  mitigation  or  limitation  ;  and  enmity,  without  limit  and 
without  end  is  denounced  between  the  serpent  and  the  woman, 
and  between  his  seed  and  her  Seed,  Cursed  also  is  the  ground  ; 
but  only  for  man's  sake,  who  was  of  it ;  and  only  so  long  as  sin- 
ful man  shall  abide  on  it  in  his  sinful  condition,  and  it  shall  bring 
forth,  of  itself,  thorns  and  thistles  as  a  memorial  of  our  fall,  and 
shall  bring  forth,  under  our  toil,  bread  for  us  to  eat,  as  a  memo- 
rial of  God's  great  promise.  This  is  no  more  its  final,  than  it 
was  its  first  condition.  For  when  the  heavens  and  the  earth 
were  finished,  and  all  the  host  of  them,  God  in  a  survey  of  their 
generations,  in  the  day  that  he  made  them  all,  saw  every  thing 
that  he  had  made,  and  behold  it  was  very  good.'  Its  present 
subjection  is  not  a  willing  one — ^but  is  a  sovereign  act  of  God  ; 
nor  is  it  without  hope ;  and  while  it  lasts  the  whole  creation 
groaneth  and  travaileth  in  pain  together ;  even  the  children  of 

•  God  who  are  the  first  fruits  of  the  spirit,  groaning  while  they 
wait  for  the  redemption  of  the  body  ;  when  the  creature  itself 
also  shall  be  delivered  from  the  bondage  of  corruption,  into  the 
glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God,  in  earnest  expectation  of 
which  manifestation  of  the  sons  of  God,  the  creature  waiteth.^ 
Such  is  the  account  given  by  the  Apostle  Paul,  of  the  present 

^-condition  and  future  deliverance  of  so  much  of  the  creation  as 

'  Gen.,  iiL  17.     •  Gen.,  iil  17-19.     *  Gen.,  L  31 ;  11 1-4.     «  Bom.,  yiiL  19-33. 


CHAP  I.]  CONDITION   OF    THE    UNIVERSE.  2] 

was  cursed  for  man's  sake.  Touching  that  glorious  deliverance, 
the  Apostle  John  is  still  more  explicit  When  the  time  shall 
fully  come  for  the  earth  and  the  heaven  to  flee  away  from  the 
face  of  him  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  who  maketh  all 
things  new ;  then  shall  there  be  a  new  heaven  and  a  new  earth, 
in  the  room  of  the  first  heaven  and  the  first  earth,  which  were 
passed  away,  and  for  which  no  place  shall  be  found.*  And  the 
New  Jerusidem  shall  come  down  from  God  out  of  heaven,  pre- 
pared as  a  bride  adorned  for  her  husband — and  all  the  wicked 
shall  die  the  second  death — and  the  Devil  shall  be  cast  into  the 
lake  of  fire  and  brimstone  where  the  beast  and  the  false  prophet 
are — and  he  that  overcometh  shall  inherit  all  things — and  they 
which  are  written  in  the  Lamb's  book  of  life,  shall  dwell  in  the 
city  of  God,  whereof  the  Lamb  himself  is  the  light  1'  It  is  of 
no  consequence  here  to  enquire,  what  may  be  the  exact  nature, 
or  the  whole  extent  of  the  things  embraced  in  all  these  sublime 
statements.  It  is  impossible  for  them  to  mean  less,  than  that 
whatever  is  subjected  to  God's  curse  for  man's  sake,  will  receive 
a  glorious  deliverance  along  with  man.  It  is  the  same  great 
principle  which  applies  to  everything  which  is  subjected  in  hope  ; 
the  same  mixed  condition — actually  before  us — of  good  and  evil, 
to  gain  the  knowledge  of  which  Adam  destroyed  himself  and  his 
race  together  ;  the  same  misery  under  sin — even  though  it  be 
but  imputed  sin.  The  earnest  expectation  of  the  creature  strug- 
gling under  the  burden  of  the  curse  and  penalty  ;  the  light  of 
Gkni's  faithful  promise  shining  brighter  and  brighter,  till  the  per- 
fect day  come  ;  a  universe  polluted  and  under  the  sentence  of 
God,  but  with  this  immeasurable  blessing,  that  it  justly  expects 
eternal  deliverance ! 

IV. — ^1.  Seen  from  the  side  of  reason  and  nature  only,  the  con- 
dition of  the  universe,  which  I  have  endeavored  to  sketch,  pre- 
sents us  with  little  else  than  appalling  mysteries.  But  as  soon 
as  the  light  of  Q^d's  word  unfolds  everything  with  its  marvellous 
clearness,  even  reason  and  nature  are  left  without  any  alternative 
but  to  reject  every  testimony,  human  and  divine,  or  to  accept 
Jesus  as  the  Son  of  God  and  the  Saviour  of  the  world.  What 
reason  and  nature  left  to  themselves  have  to  expound,  is  a  uni- 
verse lying  under  God's  curse,  without  any  promise  of  deliver- 
ance. They  cannot  expound  it ;  and  atheism  or  superstition  is 
*  Eev.,  XX.  II;  xxl  1.  ■  Rev.,  Tz^passim;  xxL passim. 
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their  only  refiige.  The  word  of  God  introduces  the  new  and  de- 
cisive element,  which  solves  these  terrible  enigmas  ;  the  aniverse 
is  under  the  curse  of  God — but  it  has  working  in  its  frightful 
abyss  of  sin  and  misery,  the  promise  of  deliverance  through  God 
manifest  in  the  flesh.  This  is  the  actual  universe  which  Beve- 
lation  expounds  at  the  bar  of  reason  and  nature,  and  demands 
that  they  examine  and  believe.  Salvation  by  Jesus  Christ,  is  the 
irresistible  conclusion  of  the  high  argument. 

2.  If  it  had  pleased  God  to  leave  our  race  forever  under  the 
full  force  of  the  penalty  annexed  to  the  Covenant  of  Works, 
there  is  no  ground  on  which  his  conduct  could  be  impeached, 
without  impeaching  at  the  same  time,  all  his  preceding  conduct 
in  relation  to  man  ;  because— omitting  the  idea  of  sovereign 
grace — that  would  have  been  the  unavoidable  result,  as  far  as  we 
can  see,  of  all  the  dealings  of  God  with  man,  whether  in  creation, 
in  providence,  or  in  covenant.  In  like  manner  we  should  be 
obliged  also  to  impeach  all  the  subsequent  dealings  of  Gbd  with 
man,  even  under  the  Covenant  of  Grace  ;  because  whatever  is 
absolutely  elemental  in  God's  dealing  with  man  in  creation,  in 
the  first  acts  of  his  providence,  and  in  the  Covenant  of  Works, 
is  assumed  and  avouched  by  God  in  the  very  nature  of  the  Cove- 
nant of  Grace.  If  God  had  thus  left  man,  there  were  various 
ways  in  which  the  destiny  of  the  human  race  might  have  been 
wrought  out,  producing  various  results.  God  might  have  pro- 
ceeded at  once  to  complete  judgment  and  execution — ^have  sent 
Adam  and  Eve  to  perdition — and  blotted  out  the  creation  which, 
for  man's  sake,  had  fallen  under  the  curse.  Or  he  might  have 
left  the  terrible  penalty  to  execute  itself  upon  a  sinning  and 
dying  race,  generation  after  generation,  through  an  eternity  of 
universal  pollution  and  unmitigated  wo.  Or  he  might  have  left 
this  terrific  condition  to  manifest  itself  under  the  restraining  and 
directing  power  of  his  providence,  forever.  Or  he  might  have 
allowed  that  state  of  things,  for  a  period  limited  in  its  duration  ; 
and  might  have  done  this,  with  or  without  his  restraining  and 
directing  providence.  Or  he  might  have  limited  or  aggravated 
without  limit,  the  evils  of  this  condition,  by  lengthening  or 
shortening  the  life  on  earth,  either  of  all  men,  or  of  particular 
individuals  ;  or  by  applying  in  innumerable  forms,  the  resources 
of  his  divine  authority  over  his  rebellious  and  depraved  crea- 
tures, without  implying  in  any  case  vengeance  unworthy  of  God, 


CHAP. 


k  or  indulgence  undeserved  by  the  creature.  And  these  arc  bui 
I  jiide  feuggcfltions,  but  obvious  possibilities  of  a  conditioa  at  once 
Fniitful  and  awful  beyond  our  poor  conceptionSj  which  in  the  be- 
finning  of  that  estate  of  all  created  things  now  actually  cxist- 
came  before  God  to  be  solved  acconling  to  the  suai  of  all 
lis  infinite  perfections^  in  such  a  manner  as  would  bo  most  for 
lis  own  eternal  gloiy, 

3.  What  God  actually  did,  what  the  cflect  of  the  course  he 
ok  was  upon  all  things,  and  what  as  the  result  the  actual  po- 
ll tion  of  man  nnd  the  universe  is,  it  has  been  the  object  of  this 
Bipter  to  exhibit  in  a  general  manner,  according  to  the  word  of 
which  blessed  wonl  has  for  its  main  object  to  exphiin,  to 
clop,  and  to  enforce  the  counsel  of  God  touching  these  ira- 
ise  realities,  and  as  the  great  resultj  the  glory  of  God  in  the 
ilvation  of  fallen  men.     On  the  very  ruin  of  the  Covenant  of 
Torks,  the  existence  of  a  better,  a  more  ancient,  a  more  en- 
luring,  and  in  all  respects  a  di\ino  Covenant  of  Grace  was  dis- 
ilofled.    A  covenant  between  the  Father,  the  kSon,  and  the  Holy 
^host^  by  which  provision  had  been  made  from  eheniity  lor  the 
ery  casualty  upon  which  Gud  was  theu  administering  ;  and  upon 
^very  other  casualty  which  could  affect  the  stability  of  bis  unal- 
erable  purpose  to  have  a  seed  to  seifve  him,  or  the  glory  of  his 
Dvereign  administration  of   all  things  according  to  the  good 
pleasure  of  his  own  will.     When  we  contemplate  the  whole  case 
ogether,  and  estimate  our  actual  condition  as  aflected  by  both 
oveoants,  and  as  explicated  by  the  sentence  of  God  already 
onounced,  and  the  final  sentence  Tvbich  he  will  pronounce  at 
[le  great  day,  and  by  his  great  promise  before  his  first  sentence, 
ad  liis  perpetual  fulfilment  of  it  even  to  his  final  sentence  ;  it 
1  perfectly  obvious  that  our  condition  as  explained  by  God  him- 
elf,  is  one  of  actual  sin  and  misery,  threatening  to  end  quickly 
I  eternal  perdition— but  with  the  glorious  promise  of  a  Saviour, 
bo  has  long  ago  come  into  the  world,  and  through  whom  who- 
oevrr  will  come  unto  God  by  him,  shall  not  perish,  but  shall 
ive  everlasting  life.     This  is  the  divine  explanation  of  the  whole 
80  much  of  it  as  relates  personally  to  each  one  of  us,  we  have 
I  ample  means  of  determining  whether  it  is  true  or  false,  as  we 
ive  Kff  determining  any  thing  whatever  ;  we  may  certainly  know 
thether  or  not  we  are  sinners,  whether  or  not  we  are  miserable  ; 
"we  may  certainly  know  whether  or  not  wo  arc  pure,  whether  or 
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not  we  are  blessed  ;  we  may  certainly  know  whether  or  not  we 
have  any  apprehension  of  being  damned,  any  desire  to  be  saved. 
As  to  our  whole  race,  nothing  concerning  it  seems  to  be  more 
manifest,  than  that  the  exact  condition  which  Gt)d  describes  is 
precisely  that  which  it  has  always  exhibited,  that  through  which 
it  is  now  passing,  and  which,  so  &r  as  we  can  comprehend, 
nothing  can  alter,  till  Christ  who  is  our  life  shall  appear  once 
more — when  all  his  followers  shall  appear  with  him — in  glory, 
and  all  his  enemies  shall  be  swept  into  endless  ruin. 

4.  In  so  far  as  the  creatures  to  be  benefitted  by  the  Covenant 
of  Grace,  are  in  a  different  condition  from  what  they  were  under 
the  Covenant  of  Works,  the  two  covenants  are  necessarily  differ- 
ent from  each  other.  But  a  careful  scrutiny  of  the  intimate  na- 
ture of  both  covenants,  makes  it  obvious  that  the  Covenant  of 
Works  might  well  proceed  from  the  divine  mind,  even  under 
the  eternal  purpose  to  execute  the  Covenant  of  Grace ;  and 
when  the  fall  of  man  annulled  the  Covenant  of  Works  as  a 
Covenant  of  Life,  every  fundamental  and  indestructible  element 
of  it  which  tended  in  that  direction,  was  gathered  up  and  made 
full  account  of  in  the  Covenant  of  Grace.  The  penalty  of  the 
Covenant  of  Works  remains,  indeed,  in  full  force  ;  but  the  hu- 
man race  received  the  promise  of  a  Saviour  even  before  their  first 
sentence  under  that  covenant ;  so  that,  in  effect,  they  have  never 
been  under  the  unmitigated  fury  of  that  penalty ;  and  never 
will  be  until  the  final  sentence  of  God.  No  one  was  ever  saved 
by  that  covenant,  or  ever  will  be  ;  anxious  as  the  wicked,  in  their 
folly,  pretend  to  be  to  commend  themselves  to  God  by  their  pre- 
tended good  works.  On  the  other  hand,  we  are  apparently 
taught,  that  no  one  ever  perished  eternally,  or  ever  will,  under 
the  naked  penalty  of  that  covenant,  and  simply  because  of  original 
sm  ;  for  though  it  be  real  sin,  and  the  source  of  all  other  sin  in 
us,  it  is  also  that  form  of  sin  in  us  which  stood  side  by  side  with 
the  primeval  promise — that  sin  of  the  world  which  the  Lamb  of 
God  so  took  away,  that  none  will  perish  eternally  merely  for  it' 
I  do  not  think  any  are  warranted  in  saying  that  infants  are 
damned ;  that  Satan  will  be  permitted  to  exhibit  in  hell  as  a 
monument  of  triumph  over  Jesus  Christ,  a  single  soul  dragged 
down  to  eternal  despair,  which  was  originally  made  in  the  image 
of  God,  and  which  is  free  from  actual  transgressions  of  its 

>  John,  I  29. 
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own.     The  divine  remedy  against  such  a  catastrophe  is  com- 
plete. 

5.  The  diflFerence  between  the  conduct  of  God  towards  Satan 
and  his  seed,  and  that  towards  the  followers  of  the  promised  Seed 
of  the  woman,  is  infinitely  great.  It  is  not  dififcult  to  see,  why 
the  grace  of  an  infinitely  merciful  God  might  be  extended  to 
fallen  man  ;  and  why  the  full  measure  of  his  justice  might  burn 
agiiinst  Satan.  Indeed  it  is  hardly  possible  for  us  to  comprehend 
liow  Satan  could  have  been  left  in  the  full  possession  of  his  ter- 
rible triumph  over  man,  without  its  appearing,  in  some  sort,  to 
involve  a  triumph  over  God  himself,  in  the  absolute  defeat  of 
his  purpose  in  the  work  of  creation,  and  the  frustration  of  his 
design  in  entering  into  covenant  with  man.  The  question  be- 
comes far  more  difficult,  when  it  is  so  applied  as  to  divide  the 
human  race  itself.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  seeing  why  men  are 
finally  lost ;  none  in  seeing  why  they  are  finally  saved  ;  none  in 
solving  all  the  intermediate  questions — ^in  each  particular  case  of 
a  lost  or  saved  soul.  It  is  perfectly  clear  that  without  divine  grace 
none  can  be  saved  ;  that  through  divine  grace  any — all,  could  be 
saved.  It  is  here  that  all  God  has  said  concerning  the  seed  of 
Satan  on  one  side,  and  the  followers  of  the  promised  Seed  of  the 
woman  on  the  other  side — confronts  us ;  yea,  so  confronts  us, 
that  to  overlook  it,  or  to  explain  it  away,  subverts  every  thing 
which  is  clear  in  itself,  or  which  makes  the  condition  of  the  uni- 
verse, or  that  of  the  luiman  race,  clear  to  us.  It  is,  if  I  may  so 
express  it,  that  portion  of  the  infinitely  gracious  dealings  of  God 
with  man,  in  which  his  infinite  sovereignty  makes  itself  particu- 
larly manifest ;  and  the  whole  difficulty  lies  in  the  fact,  that  God 
really  acts  therein,  and  has  plainly  told  us  he  would  act,  in  a 
manner  different  from  that  in  which  we  would  act,  if  we  were 
God.  Be  it  so.  He  does  that  in  all  things.  There  is  no  alter- 
native but  that  we  must  confide  in  him,  or  that  he  must  resign 
the  throne  of  his  universe  to  us. 

6.  Every  thing  depends  on  divine  grace,  and  turns  upon  the 
willingness  and  sufficiency  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  For  sinners  there 
can  be  no  hope  except  in  grace — ^for  sufferers  none  except  in 
mercy — for  the  helpless,  none  except  in  him  who  is  able  to 
save.  It  might  be  true,  or  it  might  not,  that  Jesus  Christ,  the 
sinner's  friend,  is  willing  and  is  able  to  save  us.  But  it  is  abso- 
lutely certain,  so  far  as  the  reason  of  man  can  reach,  and  so  far 
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as  the  history  of  man  has  presenred  any  record  of  the  past,  that 
no  one  else  is,  or  ever  was,  either  able  or  willing  to  do  what 
must  be  done,  in  order  to  save  us.  Nor  is  the  certainty  one  whit 
less,  that  God  neither  is,  nor  ever  was,  in  the  least  degree  in- 
clined to  save  us,  or  to  allow  us  to  be  saved,  in  any  other  way,  oi 
by  any  other  being,  even  if  both  had  been  possible.  How  over- 
whelming, therefore,  is  the  interest  of  our  fallen  race — ^not  that 
the  Lord  Jesus  should  be  put  to  shame,  and  the  blessed  word 
which  reveals  him  be  confuted — which  seems  to  be  the  chief  de- 
sire of  all  the  enemies  of  Ghxl ;  but  that  the  reality,  the  effi- 
cacy, and  the  glory  of  this  great  salvation  should  be  established 
like  the  foundations  of  the  everlasting  mountains  ! 


CHAPTER    II. 

THE    COVENANT  OP  EEDEMPTION:    GENERAL   STATEMENT    OF    ITS 
GREAT  PRINCIPLES  AND  TRUTHS. 

L  1.  The  Disdoeare  of  this  Covenant:  Precise  Conception  of  it— '2.  Jesus  Christ  the 
Mediator  of  this  Covenant— 3.  The  Covenant  itself  the  Result  of  the  Eternal 
Purpose  of  God,  and  the  Eternal  Counsel  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit — 
4.  The  Relevancy  of  Divmo  Grace  to  the  Mode  of  the  Divine  Existence. — 5.  Em- 
phatic, with  Relation  to  the  Covenant  of  Redemption. — 6.  The  Scriptural  Doc- 
trines of  the  Trinity  and  of  Salvation  by  Grace,  stand  or  fall  together. — II.  1. 
The  whole  Subject  one  of  pure  Revelation — 2.  The  Revealed  Mode  of  God's 
Being,  determines  the  Form  of  the  Eternal  Covenant — 3.  The  Revealed  Nature 
of  Salvation  does  the  like.— 4.  The  Relation  of  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  tho 
Holy  Ghost,  respectively,  to  Elect  Sinners  in  the  Eternal  Covenant — III.  1.  Christ 
the  Covenanted  Head  of  the  Redeemed. — 2.  Otherwise,  Salvation  is  neither 
promised,  nor  possible. — 3.  Need  of  restoring  a  truer  Method  of  Statement. — 
4.  Fatalism:  Human  Freedom:  A  free  Gospel:  Common  Operations  of  the 
Spirit — 5.  The  Senses  in  which  Believers  are  in  Covenant  with  God:  Participa- 
tion of  the  Universe  in  Covenanted  Blessings. — 6.  Recapitulation  of  the  Primary 
Conception  of  the  Covenant,  as  between  the  Persons  of  the  Godhead :  and  of 
its  Secondary  Conception,  as  embracing  all  the  Redeemed  in  Christ,  their  Head. 
— 7.  Practicfd  Appredation  of  both  these  Aspects,  indispensable  to  Man. 

I. — 1.  It  18  not  to  the  universe,  situated  as  ours  now  is,  that  the 
knowledge  of  a  great  deliverance  is  first  disclosed  by  God  ;  but 
the  actual  condition  of  the  universe,  as  we  behold  it,  is  the  re- 
sult of  that  disclosure  made  to  a  universe  over  which  absolute 
and  universal  ruin  was  impending,  and  in  which  that  disclosure 
has  been  perpetually  confirmed  and  augmented  throughout  the 
whole  life  of  the  human  race.  It  was  the  infinite  purpose  of 
divine  mercy,  thus  disclosed  in  the  very  sentence  of  God,  which 
totally  changed  the  condition  of  the  created  universe,  as  it  lay 
under  the  penalty  of  the  covenant  of  works.  And  what  we  now 
behold  is  the  combined  result  of  the  fall  of  man,  of  the  respite 
until  the  great  day,  of  the  full  infliction  of  the  penalty  annexed 
to  the  covenant  of  works,  of  the  actual  sentence  of  God,  of  the 
great  promise  of  deliverance  through  the  Seed  of  the  woman,  of 
the  complete  development  of  that  promise  in  the  sacred  Scrip- 
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tures,  of  the  practical  manifestation  of  Bedemption  itaelf 
through  every  dispensation  hitherto  exhibited,  and  of  the 
ceaseless  conflict  between  sin  and  misery  on  the  one  side,  and 
grace  and  truth  on  the  other.  What  we  have  to  consider  in  the 
survey  of  all  these  immense  topics  is  the  elemental  nature  of  that 
eternal  purpose  of  God,  and  that  whole  working  of  God  unto 
the  restitution  of  all  things  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
We  express,  in  its  widest  sense,  the  idea  in  which  the  whole 
survey  results,  by  the  phrase,  The  Covenant  of  Grace^  because 
divine  grace  is  the  very  foundation  and  significance  of  the  whole  : 
and  also  by  the  phrase.  The  Covenant  of  Redemption^  because 
the  sacrifice  of  Jesus  Christ  is  the  vital  point  of  the  whole  con- 
ception of  grace  unto  salvation. 

2.  If  the  sacred  Scriptures  are  either  the  Word  of  God,  or  are 
intelligible  to  man,  then  is  Jesus  of  Nazareth  the  Seed  of  the 
woman  ;  the  Seed  promised  to  Abraham,  the  father  of  the 
faithful ;  the  Messiah  of  the  Old  Testament ;  the  Christ  of  the 
New  Testament  ;  the  Son  of  God  ;  and  the  Saviour  of  the 
world.'  It  is  to  the  effect  that  Christ  is  the  promised  Seed  that 
the  whole  Scriptures  conclude  ;  and  nothing  was  ever  more  dis- 
tinctly asserted  by  Christ  himself  than  that  be  is  the  Messiah.* 
This  is  the  mediator  between  G^d  and  men.  Mediator  of  what, 
and  to  what  end  ?  Mediator  to  the  end  that  God  and  men  may 
be  reconciled ;  to  the  end  that  man  may  be  saved  ;  to  the  end 
that  God  may  be  glorified  in  the  eternal  manifestation  of  his 
sovereign  grace  by  means  of  the  everlasting  blessedness  of  re- 
deemed sinners.  Mediator  of  a  scheme  of  eternal  life  proposed 
to  sinners  ready  to  be  sentenced  to  eternal  death  ;  of  a  plan  of 
salvation  for  the  guilty,  and  mercy  for  the  suffering  ;  of  redemp- 
tion for  those  lying  under  a  fearful  penalty,  release  for  those  ex- 
posed to  a  terrible  curse  ;  Mediator,  in  one  word,  of  a  covenant 
of  grace,  which  is  also  a  covenant  of  redemption.  It  was  to  fit 
him  to  be  the  Mediator  of  this  covenant  that  he  became  Im- 
manuel,  that  is,  God-man,  that  he  might  mediate  between  God 
and  men.  It  was  as  Mediator  of  this  covenant  that  he  was  in- 
finitely humiliated,  even  to  the  cross ;  infinitely  exalted,  even  to 
the  throne  of  the  universe.  And  every  oflSce  he  executes, 
whether  as  the  infallible  Teacher  of  all  truth,  or  whether  as  the 

»  Gen.,  liL  15;  xiL  3,  7 ;  xvu  7;  Job,  vil  14;  Matt,  i.  23-26;  Luke,  i.  31-35. 
•  GaL,  ill  16;  iv.  4;  John,  1  41;  iv.  26;  ix.  37. 
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great  Hij;h  Priest  who  redeems  men,  or  whether  as  the  sole  King 
of  saiQts,  it  ia  still  as  Mediator  of  the  same  eterruil  covenant. 
And  when  he  shall  come  the  second  time  to  consummate  his  in- 
finite  workj  lie  will  come  as  the  glorified  Redeemer,  perfecting 
and  then  delivering  up  to  ilie  Father  the  kingdom  which  this 
same  covenaiii;  had  contemplated  from  eternity. 

3*  It  would  be  wholly  imposBihlG  to  explain  any  part  of  the 
mediatorial  office,  or  characterj  or  worth  of  Christy  and,  there- 
fore, wholly  imposaible  to  explain  fully  any  part  of  the  actual 
mode  of  salvation  proposed  in  the  Scriptures ;  without  being 
led  immediately  to  the  dirine  nature,  and  the  divine  purpose, 
and  the  result  of  both  as  exhibited  in  the  conception  and  execu- 
tion of  salvation  by  a  Redeemer  ;  which  result  is,  the  covenant 
of  redemption.  This  is  inevitable  in  the  nature  of  the  case. 
But  besides  this,  which  the  whole  Scriptures  not  only  recognize, 
but  asi<ert ;  the  Lord  Jesus  habitually  and  continually  discloses 
tbe  intimate  participation  of  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Ghost  in 
all  his  work,  in  all  that  preceded  it,  and  in  all  its  results.  In  all 
bis  teaching,  nothing  is  more  frequently  reiterated  than  that  in 
all  things  he  was  executing  the  purpose  of  the  Father :  in  all 
his  promises,  nothing  is  more  emphatic  than  that  in  ail  things 
the  Holy  Ghost  would  consummate  his  work.  So  deeply  ia  this 
participation  of  all  the  persons  of  the  Godhead  imbedded  in  the 
scriptural  conception  of  the  way  of  salvfition,  that  there  is  a 
meet  distinct  passing  over  from  one  divine  person  to  another,  as 
the  sacred  record  advances  in  its  sublime  disclosures  of  salvation 
it6cl£  First,  it  is  God  simply  considered  ;  then  it  is  the  Son,  who 
do€8  all  in  the  name  of  the  Father  j  then  it  is  the  Holy  Ghost, 
who  does  all  in  the  name  of  the  Son.  Great,  therefore,  as  is  the 
certainty  that  Jesus  Christ  ia  the  Sou  of  God,  and  the  Saviour 
of  tbe  world  ;  the  certainty  is  just  as  great  that  God  the  Father, 
and  God  the  Holy  Ghost  co-operato  in  all  his  glorious  work  ;  and 
that  salvation  ia  the  result  of  the  eternal  purpose  of  God,  and 
of  the  concurrence  of  all  the  persons  of  the  Godhead.  This  is 
cpressed  by  the  phrase,  The  Covenant  of  Redemption. 

4,  There  can  be  no  doubt  that,  if  salvation  is  of  divine  grace, 
must  be  of  him  who  is  God,  and  can  be  of  none  else.  What- 
vcr  is  not  God,  is  wholly  impotent  as  a  source  of  divine  grace  : 
whatever  is  God,  is  divinely  competent  as  a  source  of  divine 

ce.     If  there  are  three  Gods,  there  must  be  three  distinct 
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sources  ;  if  there  bo  but  one  Gkxl,  there  can  be  bat  one  soorce 
But  if  the  mode  in  which  the  unity  of  the  infinite  essence  of 
the  only  and  true  God  subsists  and  acts  be  a  threefold  person- 
ality, then  each  of  these  three  persons  must  concur  in  every  act 
and  purpose  of  this  single  and  infinite  essence,  and,  therefore, 
must  concur  in  every  act  and  purpose  of  divine  grace.  And 
whatever  ineffable  counsels,  or  mutual  intuition,  or  inbeing,  or 
intercourse  with  and  between  the  three  persons  of  the  one  (3od 
upon  any  subject  whatever,  or  in  relation  to  any  purpose  or  act 
whatever,  can  be  supposed  to  be  real  or  to  be  possible  ;  the  very 
same  as  a  possibility  and  as  a  reality,  lies  at  the  foundation  of 
the  divine  purpose  and  concurrence  in  that  divine  grace  which 
saves  sinners  through  a  Redeemer.  But  this,  again,  is  the  Cove- 
nant of  redemption. 

5.  It  is  easy  to  understand  that  every  divine  purpose  and  con- 
currence must  conform  to  the  absolute  nature  of  GU)d,  and  must 
be  wrought  out  in  a  manner  answerable  to  that  nature.  What 
is  thus  true  universally,  must  be  true,  in  a  most  emphatic  sense, 
of  that  sublime  purpose  and  concurrence  of  salvation  by  grace, 
which  the  sacred  Scriptures,  throu<];h  which  alone  we  know  any- 
thing about  either  grace  or  salvation,  teach  us  is  the  highest 
manifestation  of  the  glory  of  God,  and  therefore  the  highest  ex- 
hibition of  his  nature  and  his  perfections.  If  it  is  true,  there- 
fore, that  God  exists  in  an  absolute  unity  of  essence,  but  that 
the  mode  of  that  unity  is  a  threefold  personality  ;  then  it  is  in- 
fallibly certain,  that  if  there  are  any  sinners  in  the  universe,  and 
God  should  save  any  of  them,  he  will  do  it  in  a  manner  answer- 
able to  such  a  nature.  Now  the  Scriptures  teach  us  that  there 
are  sinners  in  the  universe,  that  God  does  save  some  of  them, 
that  he  does  this  through  a  Covenant  of  Redemption,  based  upon 
that  very  mode  of  the  divine  existence,  and  that,  in  fine,  such  is 
the  exact  mode  in  which  God  does  exist ;  all  of  which  I  have 
proved  at  large  in  a  former  Treatise.  This  being  true,  upon  the 
only  authority  which  is  infallible  upon  the  question  under  con- 
sideration ;  nothing  is  left  but  to  admit  the  eternal  purpose  and 
concurrence  of  the  one  living  and  true  God,  the  Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Ghost,  to  save  lost  sinners  through  divine  grace — 
which  is  the  Covenant  of  Redemption  ;  or  else  to  reject  the 
sacred  Scriptures,  in  which  alone  is  found  either  this  great  doc- 
trine of  salvation,  or  this  great  doctrine  of  the  divine  existence. 
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6.  To  that  issue  the  earnest  seeker  after  truth  will  always 
come,  first  or  last.  And  if  he  be  an  earnest  seeker  after  truth, 
that  issue  is  soon  settled.  It  is  an  issue  I  cannot  follow  here  ; 
its  consideration  belongs  to  another  department  of  our  great  sub- 
ject. I  may  observe,  however,  that  the  mode  of  the  divine  exis- 
tence which  must  be  true,  if  the  plan  of  salvation  taught  in  the 
Scriptures  is  either  divine  or  efficacious  ;  is  a  mode  of  that  exis- 
tence which  so  far  from  being  capable  of  taking  its  origin  from 
human  conjecture,  is  really  not  capable  of  being  taught  or  under- 
stood except  in  connection  with  the  plan  of  salvation  which  is 
responsive  to  it.  It  is  not  systematically  revealed  except  in  con- 
nection with  that  plan ;  it  is  not  a  speculation  of  philosophy 
capable  of  being  thought  out ;  it  is  a  sublime  result  set  before 
us  in  a  lost  soul  saved — and  educed  by  God  himself,  concerning 
himself,  teaching  and  saving  side  by  side.  Blot  out  all  we  know 
about  salvation,  and  then  see  what  it  is  we  know  about  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Trinity,  and  the  eternal  counsel  of  God.  Or  blot 
out  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity  and  of  the  Covenant  of  Redemp- 
tion, and  then  see  what  it  is  we  know  about  salvation  for  lost 
sinners.  It  seems  to  me  that  such  transcendent  abstract  truths, 
and  such  overwhelming  practical  results,  with  the  intense  and 
inseparable  connection  between  them,  make  a  system  which  tran- 
scends human  imposture. 

II. — 1.  According  to  the  Scriptures,  salvation  is  by  the  grace 
of  God,  through  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  by  means  of  the  work  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  within  us.*  If  the  Scriptures  be  rejected,  then 
there  is  no  knowledge  of  the  grace  of  God,  nor  any  knowledge  of 
faith  in  Christ,  nor  any  knowledge  of  any  work  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  left  upon  earth.  But  in  that  case,  we  have  also  lost  all 
true  conception  both  of  what  salvation  is,  and  of  what  is  the 
exact  nature  of  our  own  terrible  condition  ;  and  are  left  to  the 
fearful  dominion  of  sin  and  death,  under  which  the  goadings  of 
our  depraved  conscience  and  reason,  fleeing  from  despair,  drive 
us  to  atheism  or  to  superstition — the  only  refuges  for  man  with- 
out the  Bible.  We  cannot  repeat  it  to  ourselves  too  often,  that 
sinners  cannot  be  saved  without  a  Saviour  ;  that  man  left  to 
himself  cannot  even  conceive  a  way  of  saving  himself  which  his 
own  reason  will  accept  till,  it  is  blinded  by  his  consuming  religious 
wants ;  that  the  whole  subject  of  deliverance  for  sinners  lies 
>  Eph.,  ii  4-10;  John,  l  1-20 ;  1  Cor.,  I  21-24. 
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merely  in  the  bosom  of  God  ;  and  that  his  divine  revelation  of  the 
manner  of  it,  and  the  fact  of  it,  is  a  revektion  of  that  which  lies 
wholly  out  of  the  range  of  natural  knowledge.  We  must  accept 
the  manner  of  the  diviae  deliverance,  and  the  fact  of  it  together ; 
or  wo  must  reject  them  together.  In  one  terrible  sense  they 
may  be  both  rejected  ;  and  I  have  just  pointed  out  the  result 
thereof.  In  a  still  higher  sense,  their  rejection  is  no  longer  pos- 
sible. For  these  sublime  ideas  once  revealed  to  man,  cannot  af- 
terwards perish.  Their  very  existence  among  men  is  a  decisive 
proof  of  a  divine  revelation  ;  the  clearness  with  which,  notwith- 
standing their  vastness  and  their  remoteness  from  human  think- 
ing, they  still  make  their  way  into  the  human  understanding,  is 
an  equally  decisive  proof  of  their  absolute  truth;  and  their 
transforming  power  in  the  soul  of  man  raises  up  through  all 
generations  such  living  monuments  of  divine  grace,  that  the  fact 
of  the  divine  revelation,  the  truth  of  its  heavenly  matter,  and 
the  efficacy  of  the  great  deliverance  it  makes  known,  become 
just  as  palpable  as  that  man  is  a  sinner,  or  that  he  will  perish 
if  left  to  himself. 

2.  The  Scriptures  being  acqepted  as  a  revelation  of  the  way 
of  life,  and  their  divine  statements  as  to  the  manner  thereof 
being  accepted  in  their  simple  and  full  sense  ;  then  grace,  and 
faith,  and  a  spiritual  life,  become  the  grandest  realities,  carrying 
us  backward  into  eternity,  inward  to  the  depths  of  the  human 
soul,  and  forward  to  endless  glory.  God  considered  in  his  es- 
sence and  totality,  and  each  person  of  the  Godhead,  namely, 
the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  sometimes  either  one, 
sometimes  cither  two,  sometimes  all  three  Persons  ;  these,  in 
endless  repetition,  become  the  themes  of  revelation  touching  the 
deliverance  promised  to  man,  and  touching  the  way  thereof.  The 
poverty  of  all  languages  prevents  the  reproduction  of  the  im- 
mense richness  with  which  Jehovah  has  made  himself  known  to 
the  earliest  ages,  by  means  of  the  numerous  names  by  which  he 
revealed  himself :  that  primeval  form  of  permanent  revelation 
of  which  I  have  treated  specially  in  another  place.  Never- 
theless, the  sacred  word  is  so  replenished  with  the  knowledge 
of  the  living  God,  that  the  divine  truth  most  deeply  seated 
therein,  is  that  the  God  of  Israel  is  one  God.  And  yet  the 
very  first  recorded  utterance  of  this  glorious  Qtod  concerning 
man  was,  Let  us  make  man  in  our  image,  after  our  like- 
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ness  ;'  and  he  prefaced  man's  expalsion  from  the  Garden  of  Eden 
by  the  wonderful  declaration,  Behold  the  man  is  become  as  one 
of  U8j  to  know  good  and  evil.'  Before  either  of  those  state** 
ments,  the  Spirit  of  God  brooded  over  the  chaos  at  creation  ;  and 
the  oranific  Word  by  whom  all  things  were  created,  spoke  before 
all  great  creative  acts.'  Now  it  is  not  in  order  to  prove  the 
manner  of  the  divine  existence,  nor  the  manner  of  the  divine 
manifestation  founded  on  that  manner  of  existence,  both  of 
which  I  have  treated  at  large  elsewhere,  that  these  great  topics 
are  made  fundamental  here.  But  it  is  to  point  out  in  that  man^ 
ner  of  existence,  and  that  manner  of  manifestation,  both  of 
which  are  most  conspicuous  of  all  in  the  salvation  of  fallen  sin- 
ners of  the  human  race,  and  in  the  manner  thereof ;  the  una* 
voidable  needs  be,  either  of  a  wholly  independent  action  on  the 
part  of  God,  and  then  of  each  Divine  Person  in  the  Godhead — or 
else  of  that  eternal  counsel  and  concurrence  in  the  whole  God- 
liead,  of  which  the  work  of  God,  and  of  each  Divine  Person  is 
the  result.  By  the  former  alternative,  there  must  be  four  divine 
wills,  and  therefore,  four  Gods,  which,  beyond  all  question,  the 
Scriptures  do  not  teach.  By  the  latter  alternative,  there  can  be 
but  one  divine  will  of  one  living  God,  in  whose  undivided  essence 
three  di;irine  Persons  subsist ;  which  unquestionably  the  Scrip- 
tures do  teach.  But  from  this  there  results  inevitably,  out  of 
the  revealed  manner  of  the  divine  existence,  and  the  revealed 
and  actual  manner  of  its  manifestation  in  all  things,  and  espe- 
cially in  Bedemption,  that  eternal  Covenant  between  the  Father, 
and  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost  which  is  the  outbirth  of  God's 
eternal  counsel,  and  whose  outworkings  are  seen  in  the  whole 
Plan  of  Salvation. 

3.  There  are,  therefore,  two  perfectly  distinct  lines  of  enquiry, 
hy  either,  or  by  both  of  which,  the  reality  and  the  nature  of  the 
Covenant  of  Bedemption  between  the  persons  of  the  Godhead 
in  eternity,  and  from  eternity,  are  capable  of  being  made  just 
as  certain  as  the  reality  and  nature  of  salvation  itself.  One  of 
these  is  the  testimony  of  the  Scriptures  themselves ;  wherein 
are  innumerable  statements  revealing  to  man  the  counsel,  will, 
purpose,  and  Covenant  of  God  concerning  his  salvation,  and 
concerning  the  whole  reason,  cause,  design,  ground,  manner, 
end,  and  object  thereof.     The  other  lies  in  the  facts  distinctly 

"  Oen^  I  2«.  ■  Gen.,  iil  22.  ■  Gen.,  1 1-26 ;  John,  I  1-6. 
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held  forth — the  effects  of  that  counsel  and  ooTenant  distinctly 
produced  and  recorded  as  such,  and  the  consequences,  results, 
and  products  thereof  reproduced  upon  the  soul,  and  with  the 
intimate  knowledge  of  man ;  from  which  effects,  to  wit,  from 
the  recorded  acts  of  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghoet ; 
and  from  the  results  of  those  effects  in  us,  for  example,  our  re- 
generation, we  are  able  to  infer,  and  are  obliged  to  infer,  a  cause 
antecedent  to  those  divine  acts,  to  wit,  the  counsel  of  God,  and 
its  product,  the  Covenant  of  Redemption.  Both  of  these  lines 
of  enquiry  terminate  in  the  same  manner,  and  upon  the  same 
conclusion,  summarily  exhibited  in  the  following  statements : 
The  sole  foundation  of  the  sinner's  hope  lies  in  the  sovereign 
grace  of  God :  The  word  of  God  is  a  Revelation  of  that  grace 
and  of  the  manner  of  it :  The  manner  of  it  in  its  first  and  most 
general  form,  is  a  covenant  from  eternity  between  the  Father, 
the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  to  save,  by  the  work  of  each,  with 
the  concurrence  of  all,  every  sinner  of  the  human  race,  whom 
God  purposes  to  save.*  It  is  a  covenant  infinitely  sure,'  ever- 
lasting," absolute,^  and  filled  with  all  spiritual  blessings  to  true 
believers  in  Christ.* 

4.  In  this  Covenant  of  Redemption,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is 
the  covenanted  head  of  all  the  elect  of  Ghxi.  Whatever  grace 
they  can  receive  in  time,  and  whatever  glory  in  eternity,  both 
are  lodged  in  this  eternal  covenant,  and  settled  on  them  by  its 
terms,  only  in  him  whose  participation  in  it  was  the  participa- 
tion of  their  head,  their  Lord,  their  Redeemer,  their  elder 
brother  ;  in  like  manner  as  the  participation  of  the  Father  in  it, 
was  the  participation  of  their  God  and  Father  ;  and  the  parti- 
cipation of  the  Holy  Ghost,  was  the  participation  of  their  New 
Creator,  Comforter,  and  Sanctifier.^  God  so  loved  the  world 
that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in 
him  should  not  perish  but  have  everlasting  life/.  And  it  is  this 
amazing  love  which  the  Father  has  bestowed  on  us,  and  through 
which  God  calls  us  his  sons  ;  that  is  the  remotest  cause  of  our 
receiving  in  this  world,  all  the  privileges  of  sons  of  GxkI,  and  in 
the  life  to  come,  the  incomprehensible  weight  of  glory  which  is 

»  Pa  Ixxxix.  3-28;  Eph.,  L  3,  4;  2  Tim.,  L  9.  •  Isa.,  iv.  3. 

»  Isa,  IxL  8.  <  Jer.,  xxxii.  38-40.  •  Eph.,  I  6. 

•  Rom.,  TiiL  28-39 ;  xvl  26,  26 ;  Eph.,  I  passim;  iii.  9-12 ;  2  Tim.,  I  7-10 ;  Titus, 
I  2 ;  1  Peter,  I  20.  ^  John,  iii.  16. 
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involved  in  the  fruition  of  the  glorified  Redeemer  as  he  is,  and 
in  our  being  like  him.'  The  sum  of  the  record  is,  that  God  hath 
given  to  us  eternal  life ;  that  this  life  eternal  is  in  the  Son  of 
God  ;  that  whosoever  hath  the  Son,  hath  life  ;  and  that  he  that 
hath  not  the  Son  of  God  hath  not  life.'  Such  are  the  very  words 
of  God.  On  the  other  hand,  the  participation  of  the  Son  in  this 
eternal  covenant,  and  his  concurrence  alike  in  it,  and  in  the  coun- 
sel, the  purpose,  and  the  decree  of  God,  and  his  whole  work  of 
Redemption  as  the  consequence  thereof,  and  as  the  Mediator  of 
that  covenant ;  is  the  very  burden  of  the  sacred  Scriptures.* 
The  grace  which  is  held  forth  in  this  covenant  is  the  grace  of 
Gt)d,  in  which,  as  in  the  covenant  itself,  the  Father,  the  Son, 
and  the  Holy  Ghost  alike  participate.  The  infinite  Beneficence 
of  Gt)d,  which,  as  far  as  we  can  understand,  or  the  Scriptures 
instruct  us,  is  that  divine  perfection  from  which  springs  all  divine 
grace  to  fallen  sinners  of  mankind,  is  a  perfection  of  the  God- 
head in  its  essence,  and,  like  all  such  perfections,  it  appertains 
alike  and  equally  to  each  Divine  Person.  The  same  thing  is 
true  of  the  divine  Wisdom  and  Power  in  their  relation  to  this 
divine  covenant,  and  its  execution.  At  the  same  time,  the  Per- 
sonality of  the  Godliead  is  no  more  to  be  excluded  with  reference 
to  that  covenant,  and  its  execution,  than  the  Unity  thereof  is ; 
nay,  it  is  in  these  sublime  manifestations  of  God  that  we  are  so 
precisely  taught  that  the  mode  of  that  Unity  of  essence  is  truly 
oxpressed  only  by  the  subsistence  of  a  threefold  Personality 
therein.  Specifically,  then,  the  office  of  the  Father  in  relation  to 
this  covenant,  is  the  manifestation  of  that  sovereign  and  eternal 
purpose  of  God  to  have  a  seed  to  serve  him,  which  was  exhibited 
concerning  the  whole  race  of  man,  by  the  Covenant  of  Works, 
and  all  that  preceded  it ;  which  was  exhibited,  in  another  form, 
in  pronouncing  sentence  upon  the  breach  of  the  Covenant  of 
Works,  wherein  the  distinction  in  the  race  itself  is  first  set  forth 
by  Grod  in  connection  with  his  promise  of  deliverance  ;  and  which 
was  fully  exhibited  in  the  form  of  eternal,  unchanging,  and  elec- 
ting love,  and  in  that  form  lodged  in  the  bosom  of  this  covenant, 
for  the  infinite  glory  of  God  and  the  endless  blessedness  of  the 
inheritors  of  eternal  life  under  the  covenant  itself.     When  we 

*  1  John,  ill  1,  2.  '1  John,  v.  11,  12. 

•  John,  I  1-14 ;  Rom.,  v.  passim ;  Luke,  I  26-66  j  1  Cor.,  xv.  passim ;  GaL,  iv. 
3-7 ;  PhiL,  il  6-13. 
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encountered  the  first  manifestation  of  the  eternal  purpose  of 
God  to  deal  with  devils  and  men  differently — and  to  de^l  with 
the  human  race  itself  with  reference  to  a  final  judgment  in  which 
that  race  would  be  eternally  separated  into  two  parts,  I  called 
attention  distinctly  to  the  overwhelming  facts  so  deeply  influen- 
tial upon  the  condition  and  destinies  of  the  universe,  and  so  fun- 
damental in  the.  very  structure  of  the  Word  of  (Jod.  We  en- 
counter once  more  a  new  proof,  in  a  still  more  predae  form,  of 
this  eternal  purpose  of  God.  For  my  own  part,  I  am  not  able 
to  understand  the  Scriptures  otherwise ;  nor  am  I  able  to  under- 
stand upon  what  ground  it  is  possible  for  us  to  assert  that  they 
would  be  more  rational,  more  credible,  more  honourable  to  Ghx), 
or  more  in  accordance  with  all  we  know  of  him,  of  ourselves, 
and  of  the  universe,  independently  of  what  we  learn  firom  them, 
if  they  had  taught  differently  on  these  vast  topics.  Undoubt- 
edly there  is  an  end  of  all  salvation  promised  in  the  Scriptnies, 
unless  it  is  secured  in  the  Covenant  of  Redemption.  Undoubt- 
edly the  eternal  purpose  of  God,  and  the  electing  and  unalter- 
able love  of  the  Father,  are  as  rational  and  as  exalted  motives  and 
grounds  upon  which  sovereign  grace  could  be  alleged  to  distin- 
guish its  objects  in  a  race  of  sinners,  as  any  others  which  the 
poor  cavils  of  men  have  suggested.  So  it  is,  that  the  Son  does 
engage  to  take  flesh — become  Immanuel,  and  so  Mediator  be- 
tween God  and  men,  under  this  covenant,  and  in  all  his  work  of 
humiliation  and  exaltation  to  bring  in,  and  to  work  out,  an  ever- 
lasting righteousness  ;  not,  assuredly,  for  the  benefit  of  the  seed 
of  Satan,  the  finally  impenitent,  the  just  objects  of  the  aversion 
of  God  and  the  Father ;  but,  assuredly,  for  the  benefit  of  all 
fallen  sinners  of  the  human  race,  whom  God  hath  purposed  to 
save,  and  whom  the  Father  had  loved  with  that  wondrous  love 
in  Christ  Jesus,  from  which  neither  death,  nor  life,  nor  angels, 
nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things  present,  nor  things  to 
come,  nor  height,  nor  depth,  nor  any  other  creature  shall  be  able 
to  separate  the  objects  of  it.*  In  the  same  manner  the  Holy 
Ghost,  the  third  Person  of  the  adorable  Trinity,  participating 
and  concurring  in  all  divine  acts  and  counsels,  has  a  special  office 
with  reference  to  the  Covenant  of  Redemption.  He  is  the 
Author  of  that  New  Creation  of  which  Christ  is  the  head,  and 
of  which  every  particular  member  is  in  covenant  with   God 

>  Rom.,  viiL  33-39;  GaL,  iil  16;  laa.,  Kx.  21 ;  Zedi^  vL  13;  Luke,  xxfi.  Sd. 
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through  Christ  their  covenant  head.  It  is  the  dmne  Spirit  who 
enables  them  and  inclines  them,  to  believe  to  the  saving  of  their 
aouls^  and  to  repent  of  sin,  and  forsake  it.  Whatever  concerns 
the  complete  execution  of  this  divine  covenant,  and  the  eflSca- 
cioos  application  of  it  to  the  redeemed,  appertains  to  the  parti- 
cipation of  the  dinne  Spirit,  in  the  covenant  itaelf,  and  to  his 
divine  oflSce  with  reference  thereto,'  Precisely  as  tht^  office  of 
the  Son  herein  has  special  relation  to  the  office  of  the  Father, 
BO  the  office  of  the  Spirit  has  special  relation  to  the  office  of  the 
Sou.  The  objects  of  the  Father's  love  are  redeemed  by  the  Son ; 
and  those  redeemed  by  the  Son  are  regenerated  by  the  Sprnt*  I 
have  used  tbe  word  apeciVrf,  because  the  Scriptures  do  not  j)ermit 
UB  to  do  otherwise  with  reference  to  tlie  w^hole  concatenation  of 
this  amazing  exhibition  of  the  nature,  the  counsel,  and  the  grace 
of  God.*  And  thus,  according  to  the  revelation  which  God  hoa 
given  to  man,  salvation  for  sinners,  so  far  from  being  that  casual, 
uncertain,  or  iodeterminate  thing,  which  men  are  so  prone  to 
consider  it ;  is,  in  reality,  the  most  wondrous  mamfcstation  of 
God,  Whatever  effect  may  be  pnxluced  upon  the  universe,  or 
upon  devils  or  men,  or  upon  particular  portions  of  either  indi- 
vidnally  considered,  there,  absolutely  considered,  is  an  exliibitton 
of  the  divine  nature,  the  divine  character,  and  the  divine  plans, 
transcendently  wonderful  and  efficacious — perfectly  distinct  after 
God  has  revealed  all  unto  us,  yet  utterly  remote  from  any  thing 
which  could  ever  have  been  suggested  by  the  natural  tliinking  of 
the  human  soul  In  its  sum,  it  is  the  revelation  of  the  eternal 
Covenant  of  Grace  for  the  Redemption  of  the  elect  of  God, 
through  Jesus  Christ,  by  the  work  of  the  Holy  Ghost ;  of  the 
vhole  of  which  natural  thinking  knows  nothing,  and  to  which 
nature  furnishes  no  clue.  So  far  as  nature  is  ooncemed,  it  is  a 
new,  a  distinct,  and  is  indeed  the  very  highest  manifestation  of 
the  glory  of  God. 

III. — 1,  I  shall  not  repeat  here  the  general  discussion  of  the 
doctrine  of  covenants,  which  has  been  very  carefully  drawn  out 
m  treating  of  the  covenant  of  works  in  the  First  Part  of  TJie- 
f^Offy.  It  becomes  us,  however,  to  be  fidly  aware  of  what  the 
Scriptures  teach,  and  of  the  sense  in  which  we  understand  their 
leachingi  concerning  the  reality  and  the  effect  of  headship  of 

^  Ea^.,  XTXvL  26,  27  ;  John,  vi  31-44;  GftL,  r.  22,  23. 
'  John^  xvi  7-16;  1  Tim.,  iil  16  ;  Eom.,  i.  4  ;  JoliD»  xr.  26. 
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the  Son  over  the  elect  of  God,  in  the  Covenant  of  Redemption. 
The  headship  of  Adam,  both  natural  and  federal,  seems  to  me 
to  be  taught  with  perfect  clearness  in  the  Scriptures  :  and, 
moreover,  if  it  were  otherwise,  the  Scriptures  would  afford  us  no 
solution  of  the  actual  condition  of  the  human  race,  and,  there- 
fore, no  complete  solution  either  of  the  way  of  salvation,  or  of 
salvation  itself.  But  the  Scriptures,  in  innumerable  places  and 
ways,  illustrate  our  recovery  by  our  fall ;  and  do  not  hesitate  to 
run  parallels,  for  this  purpose,  between  Adam  and  Christ  by 
name  ;  nay,  they  expressly  call  Christ  the  second  Adam,  in 
their  anxiety  to  make  us  comprehend  how  the  first  Adam,  who 
was  a  living  soul,  was  a  figure  of  the  second  Adam,  who  was  a 
quickening  spirit  and  the  Lord  from  heaven.*  The  Son  of  God, 
therefore,  is  as  really  the  Head  of  the  redeemed,  both  by  cove- 
nant and  by  a  supernatural  regeneration  ;  as  the  first  man 
Adam  was  the  head  of  the  human  race,  both  by  covenant  and 
by  natural  generation.  It  is  of  no  consequence  now,  and  to  this 
proof,  whether  the  human  race,  and  the  redeemed,  be  or  be  not, 
absolutely  and  numerically  co-incident.  If  they  are,  all  are  re- 
deemed ;  if  they  are  not — as  we  know  they  are  not — the  lost  are 
not  redeemed.  But  if  the  redeemed  are  embraced  in  the  cove- 
nant of  redemption,  in  Christ  their  covenant  and  supernatural 
Head,  as  the  whole  race  was  embraced  in  the  Covenant  of  Works, 
in  Adam  their  covenanted  and  natural  head  :  it  is  as  wholly  in- 
evitable that  the  redeemed  must  share  the  fate  of  their  head, 
as  that  the  race  must  share  the  fate  of  their  head.  Such  is  the 
overwhelming  demonstration  drawn  out  repeatedly  by  the  Scrip- 
tures themselves ;  confirmed  by  innumerable  separate  declara- 
tions scattered  through  the  Word  of  God,  and  practically  illus- 
trated throughout  all  generations,  as  the  human  race  has  ex- 
hibited its  connection  with  Adam,  and  the  redeemed  of  the 
Lord  taken  out  of  the  bosom  of  that  race  have  exhibited  their 
connection  with  Christ. 

2.  It  is  no  doubt  very  common  to  reject  the  teachings  of  the 
Scriptures,  or  to  obscure  them,  concerning  the  Covenant  of 
Works  and  the  fall  of  man.  It  is  also  very  common  to  reject 
their  teachings,  or  to  obscure  them,  concerning  the  Covenant  of 
Grace  and  the  recovery  of  man.  We  ought,  however,  to  reflect 
that  our  complete  success  in  such  undertakings  could  not  miti- 
'  1  Cor.,  XT.  46-60 ;  Bom.,  y.  patsim. 
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gate  a  single  evil  of  the  fnllj  and  could  destroy  nothing  hut  tlie 
hope  of  the  redeemed.  Our  very  highest  success  terminates  in 
thiSj  thiit  having  ftbolished  the  Covenant  of  Redeinptionj  we  are 
left  without  Christ,  and,  therefore,  without  God^  and  without 
hope  in  the  world.  For  how  are  we  to  be  made  partakers  of 
Christ,  except  by  means  of  bis  redeeming  us  ?  And  bow  i&  he 
to  redeem  us,  except  as  Mediator  between  God  and  men  ?  And 
how  is  he  to  mediate,  when  the  very  ground,  authority,  and 
power  to  TDediate,  as  well  as  the  chief  end  and  object  of  the  me- 
diation itsetf,  are  abolished  by  nullifying  the  covenant  of  grace 
and  redemption  ?  Who  has  any  right  to  talk  about  grace  after 
God  is  refused  the  right  to  stipulate  concerning  bis  own  sover- 
eign grace,  and  finds  his  veracity  assailed  when  he  says  be  has 
done  so  for  his  own  glorj^  ?  Who  l>a8  any  right  to  make  men- 
tion of  redemption,  after  the  Son  of  God  is  refused  liberty  to 
covenant  for  his  own  brethren  in  bis  own  shed  blood,  unless  he 
will  treat  all  the  seed  of  Satan  precisely  as  lie  treats  all  the  elect 
of  God  ?  If  it  is  saidj  there  are  no  elect  of  God  ;  that  is  mei\;ly 
returning  by  a  short  way  to  the  same  subversion  of  the  covenant, 
and  of  grace  and  salvation  with  it,  only  it  is  less  respectful  to 
God,  who  has  said  a  thousand  times  there  are  elect  of  him  :  and 
it  ij9  immediately  fiital  to  man,  since  it  is  certain  that  if  God 
does  not  choose  us,  we  shall  never  choose  him. 

3.  There  are  questions  which  produce  extreme  embarrassment 

our  limited  faculties,  connected  with  every  possible  view  we 

tan  take  of  the  great  problems  of  God  and  pian.     Many  of 

these  are  questions  which  serious  minds  cannot  escape  ;  many 

others  are  questions  winch  candid  minds  cannot  solve  to  their 

entire  satisfaction,  much  less  to  that  of  others*     Tliere  is  no 

,  however,  to  increase  either  the  nuoiber  or  the  difficulty  of 

luch  questions  by  our  own  undocile  ignorance  and  obstinate  self- 

nceit.     Concerning  all  such  questions  as  rise  high  enough  to 

xbibit  a  double  solution—one  when  viewed  from  the  divine  side 

them,  and  another  when  viewed  from  the  human  side  of  them 

I  have  expressed  my  sense  of  their  nature,  their  effects,  and 

heir  proper  treatment,  at   the   close   of  the  former  Treatise. 

hoee  which  merely  present  difficulties  in  reaching  any  clear 

lution,  at  all,  are  cithLT  such  as  in  their  natm'e  are  out  of  the 

,nge  of  our  intelligence,  or  such  as  being  within  that  range  are 

t  explicable  in  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge.     It  is 
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under  this  last  description,  perhaps,  that  we  should  class  most  of 
those  difficulties  which  we  experience  with  regard  to  questions  in- 
cidentally connected  with  the  great  topics  discussed  in  this  chap- 
ter. The  whole  subject,  fundamental  as  it  is,  had  passed  away 
from  the  ])reaching,  from  the  religious  literature,  almost  from 
the  dogmatic  teaching  of  the  first  third  of  this  century.  No 
wonder  that  there  should  arise  difficulties  in  restoring  it  to  its 
fundamental  position  ;  difficulties  mainly  produced  by  the  errors 
which  had  occupied  the  place  of  these  immense  truths.  And 
thus,  whenever  that  state  of  case  is  present,  such  difficulties  as 
the  following  naturally  enough  arise  :  Is  not  this  fatalism  ?  Is 
there  any  room  for  human  freedom  here  ?  Any  for  a  free  Gos- 
pel ?  Any  for  the  common  operations  of  the  Spirit  ?  Let  us 
examine  them. 

4.  If  by  fatalism  we  mean  the  uncontrollable  dominion  of  an 
infinite  personal  God  over  the  created  universe,  and  the  absolute 
dependence  of  man,  both  as  a  creature  and  a  simier  upon  Gk)d, 
both  as  his  Creator  and  Redeemer ;  then  we  have  given  a  very 
absurd  name  to  the  system  of  the  universe  which  actually  ex- 
ists, and  which  is  clearly  exhibited  in  nature,  in  providence, 
and  in  revelation.  When  we  conceive  of  fate  as  subordinate  to 
God,  what  we  mean  by  fate,  if  we  mean  any  thing,  is  divine 
providence  :  when  we  conceive  of  fate  as  superior  to  God  him- 
self, if  we  mean  any  thing,  it  is  that  £Eite  is  G^d,  and  that  God 
is  providence.  The  very  idea  of  fate  disappears  from  a  spiritual 
system  administered  by.  an  infinite,  personal,  sovereign  God ; 
and  although  such  a  system  might  be  conceived  of  as  presented 
under  innumerable  aspects,  and  as  administered  in  innumerable 
ways,  the  absolute  dominion  of  God  and  the  absolute  depend- 
ence of  the  creature  on  God,  are  necessarily  inherent  in  every 
aspect  and  every  way.  Of  all  conceivable  systems,  the  one  I 
have  been  attempting  to  develop  most  thoroughly  excludes  every 
conception  of  fate. — As  to  our  personal  freedom,  considered  in 
itself,  there  can  be  no  question  with  man  of  the  existence  of 
that  of  which  each  one  is  conscious,  and  without  which  we  are 
not  able  to  conceive  that  virtue,  morality,  duty,  reward,  or,  on 
the  other  hand,  vice,  sin,  punishment,  which  are  the  highest  re- 
alities, could  exist  at  all.  But  it  is  a  freedom  which  must  con- 
sist with  all  the  past,  all  the  actual^  all  the  future  of  our  being  : 
which  must  exist  and  operate  in  such  a  way  as  accords  with  our 
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[entire  dependence  on  God,  and  his  infinite  domioion  over  us, 
Existing  as  fallen  creatures,  our  moral  freedom,  as  such,  is  re- 
[^Cognized  and  respected  in  the  whole  ujanner  of  our  restoration  ; 
>r  more  truly  speaking,  our  moral  bondage  is  broken  and  we  are 
Bt  free  in  Jesus  Christ.     To  such  as  are  not  restored  in  Christ, 
ISduredly  no  violence  is  offered  :  and  tliey  have  the  same  evi- 
lence  of  moral  freedom  in  rejecting  the  Saviour,  that  they  have 
yf  the  existence  of  moral  freedom  itself.     It  is  renmrkahlu  that 
>nly  they  who  reject  Christ  exhibit  a  sensitiveness  abt>tit  en* 
troacbments  upon  human  freedom  in  divine  grace,  from  whicli 
Ihe  subjects  of  that  grace  are  wholly  fi-eo.    They  ought  to  reflect 
iLat  the  efficacy  of  salvation  by  gmcc  within  the  human  soul 
lepeods  on  the  power  of  God,  and  not  on  the  freedom  of  the 
lepra ved  soul ;  and  that,  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  it  is  ubvious 
dat  when  the  nature  of  man  is  changed,  all  that  appertains  to 
Ibat  nature,  whether  intellect,  conscience,  will,  or  whatsoever, 
incurs  a  correspoiidiog  change,  each  after  its  own  kind.    So  that 
iie  real  difficulty  is,  not  that  our  moral  freedom  is  violated, 
rbich  it  never  is  ;  but  that  God  will  not  violate  it  so  as  to  save 
against  our  will  ;  but  leaves  us  in  our  boasted  freedom,  to 
perish  for  our  sins,  or  to  save  ourselves  if  wo  can.^Touching 
Ihe  freedom  of  the  Gospel  offer,  nothing  can  be  more  certain 
Ihan  that  salvation  is  to  be  freely,  sincerely,  urgently  pruclaimed 
the  whole  family  of  man  ;  proclaimed  as  iujinitely  worthy  of 
ill  acceptation,  and  as  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation  to  eveiy 
[one  that  believes  it.     But,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  perfectly  cer- 
Itain  that  inaumomble  multitudes  have  always  despised  and  re- 
Ejected  it  ;  that  they  do  m  still  ;  and  that  doing  so,  they  perish, 
fow  in  what  manner  can  it  affect  all  these  questions,  to  ascer- 
liin  and  point  out  the  grounds  upon  which  men  accept  the 
}o8{)cl,  and  are  saved  ;  or  those  upon  which  they  reject  it,  and 
Ire  ruined  ?    Whether  the  explanation  is  true  or  false,  is  imma- 
t^ierial  to  t!»e  other  quej§tion.     God  reserves  to  himself  the  sover- 
ijAgn  power  by  which  the  Gospel  is  made  efficacious  :  he  also 
(res,  till  the  opening  of  the  Lamb's  Book  of  Life,  the  pub- 
lion  of  the  names  of  the  redeemed.     Through  all  tiaie,  they 
^who  will   perish  and   they  who  will  be  saved,  pass  together 
P  through  this  state  of  trial :  the  Word  of  God,  which  is  the  in- 
^fiillible  source  of  knowledge,  and  rule  of  faith  and  obedience  to 
P«ll,  18  open  to  all  J  and  all  the  means  of  grace  and  salvation  ad- 
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miuistered  by  men  utterly  ignorant  of  the  sovereign  parpoee  of 
God  touchiDg  individual  persons,  are  exhibited  before  all^  and  are 
accessible  to  all.  It  is  unquestionably  true  that  God  knows 
from  eternity  the  exact  result  of  each  particular  thing,  and  of  all 
things.  But  this  is  equally  true  of  all  possible  systems  ;  so  that 
absolutely  considered,  none  could  effect  any  thing  but  that  which 
God  designed  it  should  effect :  and,  therefore,  in  the  sense  of  the 
difficulty  I  am  now  considering,  the  real  cavil  is  against  (Jod 
himself,  for  offering  salvation  generally  when  he  knew  it  would 
be  accepted  only  specially.  But  they  who  thus  cavil  ought  to 
reflect  that,  after  all,  the  offer  of  salvation  in  its  freest  form  is 
always  conditional,  and  the  conditions  always  a  pirt  of  the  offer : 
that  if  these  simple  and  unalterable  conditions  are  performed  by 
any,  only  because  God  inclines  and  enables  them,  that  is  one 
more  proof  of  the  nature  and  reality  of  that  covenant  which  I 
have  exhibited  ;  whereas,  the  inability  or  the  refusal,  no  matter 
which,  of  men  to  believe  in  Christ,  and  to  forsake  sin,  as  the 
conditions  of  salvation,  and  their  neglect  or  refusal,  no  matter 
which,  to  ask  Christ  for  that  inclination  and  ability  which  he 
has  promised  to  give  if  they  will  ask  him,  clearly  prove  the  utter 
futility  of  all  mere  offers  of  salvation  to  lost  men.  In  effect, 
the  real  difficulty  is  the  same  as  in  the  former  questions  ;  the 
right  of  God  to  treat  devils  and  men  differently  ;  the  right  of 
G<>d,  having  reserved  his  grace  for  fallen  man,  to  make  any  dis- 
crimination between  them;  the  right,  after  being  rejected  by 
all,  to  save  any  through  sovereign  grace.  It  is  not  to  be  con- 
cealed that,  if  this  can  be  denied  to  God,  the  sacred  Scriptures 
can  no  longer  be  vindicated  as  a  revelation  of  his  will ;  nor  can 
the  salvation  in  which  his  people  rejoice  be  considered  more 
than  a  vain  and  empty  delusion. — The  difficulty  founded  on 
what  are  called  the  common  operations  of  the  divine  Spirit — 
those  operations,  whatever  they  may  be,  which  come  short  of 
perfecting  in  the  human  soul  the  work  of  salvation  wrought  out 
by  Christ ;  arises  from  overlooking  the  intimate  relation  of  the 
work  of  the  Spirit  to  the  work  of  Christ,  which  I  have  before 
pointed  out.  It  is  inconsistent  with  the  nature  of  the  Covenant 
of  Redemption,  and  with  the  office  of  each  divine  Person  in  it, 
and  with  innumerable  statements  of  the  sacred  Scriptures,  to 
rob  the  purpose,  and  counsel,  and  plan  of  God  of  its  sovereign 
unity.     The  Son  does  nothing  as  Mediator  irrespective  of  the 
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eternal  love  of  the  Father  ;  iand  the  Spirit  does  nothing  as  the 
author  of  the  New  Creation  irrespective  of  the  mediatorial 
work  of  the  Son.  Out  of  Christ,  there  is  no  grace  of  God  for 
sinners,  nor  any  work  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in  sinners  ;  and  sin- 
ners have  no  relation  to  the  Covenant  of  Redemption  irrespective 
of  Christ  their  covenant  Head  ;  the  gift  of  the  only  begotten 
Son  of  God  being  the  foundation  of  every  other  divine  gift.  All 
those  representations,  therefore,  which  set  forth  the  work  of 
Christ  as  indeterminate,  and  leave  the  grace  of  God  to  flow  still 
more  indeterminately,  and  the  work  of  the  Spirit  to  proceed  in 
the  same  manner  ;  involve  not  only  the  subversion  of  the  Cove- 
nant of  Redemption,  and  the  substitution  of  a  way  of  salvation 
utterly  repudiated  by  the  Scriptures ;  but  they  involve,  logi- 
cally, the  existence  of  three  separate  and  independent  divine 
wills,  and,  therefore,  three  Gods :  or  else  the  subjection  of  the 
separate  will  of  the  Son,  and  the  separate  will  of  the  Spirit,  to 
the  supreme  will  of  the  Father,  and,  therefore,  the  existence  of 
but  one  divine  person,  to  wit,  the  Father.  In  effect,  there  are 
common  operations  of  the  Spirit ;  but  they  are  not  irrespective 
of  Christ :  on  the  contrary,  they  are  absolutely  relevant  to  him. 
Every  mercy  of  God  does  not  terminate  in  salvation  ;  every  ben- 
efit conferred  by  Christ  does  not  ensure  salvation ;  every  work 
of  the  Spirit  does  not  fit  us  for  salvation.  It  is  the  glory  and 
blessedness  only  of  such  as  love  God,  such  as  are  the  called  ac- 
cording to  his  purpose,  that  all  things  work  together  for  their 
good.  Whatever  comes  short  of  salvation,  may,  without  objec- 
tion, be  called  common  ;  and  in  the  immense  benefits  of  this 
kind  which  are  conferred  by  Christ  upon  the  unthankful  and 
disobedient,  and  which  do  not  secure  their  salvation,  we  have  at 
once  the  key,  the  ground,  and  the  measure,  of  those  common 
operations  of  the  Spirit  which  come  short  of  salvation.  Surely, 
there  is  no  occasion  either  to  deny  their  reality,  or  to  undermine 
the  foundations  of  our  hope  in  order  to  allow  them. 

5.  In  our  English  version  of  the  New  Testament  Scriptures, 
the  same  Greek  word*  is  rendered  both  covenant  and  testa- 
ment.  The  word  of  itself  undoubtedly  has  both  significations ; 
and  when  Messiah  sealed  with  his  blood  the  covenant  to  which, 
as  the  Son,  he  was  a  party  in  eternity,  all  the  blessings  of 
redemption  which  had  always  been  in  him  covenant  mercies 

*  AtaOifKff, 
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to  believers,  became  thenceforward  testamentary  deyises  of  the 
Saviour  to  bis  followers.  He  gave  the  cup  to  his  Apostles,  and 
said,  Drink  ye  all  of  it ;  for  this  is  my  blood  of  the  new  testa- 
ment {SiadTJKffg)  which  is  shed  for  many  for  the  remission  of  sins.' 
There  are  also  two  senses  in  which  this  covenant  is  truly  called 
a  covenant  between  God  and  believers.  For,  in  the  first  place, 
every  believer  was  really  embraced  in  it,  in  his  covenant  head, 
the  Lord  Christ.  And,  in  the  second  place,  every  believer  in  his 
personal  union  with  Christ,  in  his  new  creation  by  the  Holy 
Ghost,  wherein  he  accepts,  receives  and  relies  upon  Christ  for 
salvation,  enters  personally  into  covenant  to  take  God  to  be  his 
God,  and  Christ  to  be  his  Saviour,  whom  he  engages,  through 
grace  by  faith,  to  follow  in  a  new  obedience  ;•  and  God  accepts 
him,  in  covenant,  and  seals  to  him  the  blessings  and  benefits  of 
the  Covenant  of  Bedcmption.'  Nor  is  the  universe  itself,  which 
was  cursed  for  man's  sake,  tct  be  excluded  from  its  share  in  the 
blessednet's  of  man's  redemption.  The  Lord  Jesus  declared  in 
the  most  emphatic  manner,  that  his  crucifixion  was  the  crisis  of 
all  things  ;  that  by  means  of  it  the  ruin  of  Satan,  the  judgment 
of  this  world,  and  the  universality  of  his  own  dominion,  would 
be  established.*  And  it  is  the  constant  doctrine  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, that  all  things  are  to  be  restituted  in  Jesus  Christ,  and 
that  the  wljole  creation,  which  groaneth  and  travaileth  in  pain 
together  until  now,  shall  be  delivered  from  the  bondage  of  corrup- 
tion, into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God.*  There  is 
no  need  of  discussing  cosmical  questions  of  any  sort  here.  He 
who  created  all  things,  will  restore  all  things  which  have  been 
deranged  or  polluted  by  the  entrance  of  sin  through  the  fall  of 
man  ;  and  that  creation  which  he  pronounced,  in  the  survey  of 
the  whole  of  it,  to  be  very  good,  will  emerge  from  its  long  bond- 
age under  corruption,  purged  by  fire,  a  new  heavens  and  a  new 
earth,  more  glorious  than  the  old.  All  the  enemies  of  God  shall 
be  put  under  the  feet  of  the  glorified  Redeemer ;  death  shall  die, 
and  hell  shall  be  the  prison-house  of  Satan  and  his  seed.  As 
for  man,  he  shall  be  exalted  inconceivably  above  his  primeval 
condition,  inconceivably  beyond  all  to  which  it  was  possible  for 
him  to  have  attained  under  the  Covenant  of  Works.     In  con- 

»  Matt,  xxvL  28;  Rom.,  ix.  4;  Epli.,  il  12;  Gal.,  iv.  24. 

*  Isa.,  liz.  21;  GkiL,  iiu  16-21.  *  Esek.,  xxxvl  26,  27;  JohD,  yL  37-44. 

*  John,  xil  23-33.  5  Acts,  iii.  19-21 ;  Rom.,  viii.  19-23. 
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nection  with  him,  the  highest  glory  of  God  in  his  heing,  his 
perfections,  and  his  works,  will  be  illustrated  forever ;  and  his 
own  blessedness  and  renown  are  carried  so  high  as  to  be  ex- 
pressed by  saying,  he  shall  be  made  partaker  of  the  divioe 
nature.'  As  far  as  it  is  permitted  that  we  should  judge,  the  ob- 
jects which  are  embraced  in  this  stupendous  covenant  are  worthy 
of  the  means  it  employs;  and  it  is  impossible  to  doubt  that  those 
means  are  infinitely  efficacious  to  their  end.  It  is  in  the  light 
of  these  means  and  their  efficacy,  these  objects  and  their  nature, 
this  end  and  its  transcendent  glory — in  one  word,  of  this  Cove- 
nant of  Redemption,  that  the  whole  word  of  God,  and  our  per- 
sonal share  in  the  grace  it  reveals,  become  distinct  to  the  humble 
follower  of  Christ.  It  is  in  the  absence  of  that  light  that  the 
children  of  God  stagger  through  life  under  a  load  of  tormenting 
doubts  and  fears,  and  are  saved  at  last,  as  it  were,  by  fire. 

6.  Primarily,  therefore,  and  in  its  great  elemental  sense,  the 
Covenant  of  Grace  or  Redemption  is  a  covenant  from  eternity, 
between  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  for  the  resti- 
tution of  all  things  from  the  effects  of  the  fall  of  man  ;  the 
realization,  in  thought,  of  the  eternal  purpose,  counsel,  and  con- 
currence of  the  Godhead,  and  the  three  persons  thereof,  as  the 
whole  is  revealed  in  the  sacred  Scriptures  ;  in  general,  for  the  in- 
finite glory  of  God  and,  in  particular,  for  the  eternal  blessed- 
ness of  sinners  of  the  human  race,  chosen  of  God,  redeemed  by 
Christ,  and  effectually  called  unto  salvation  by  the  Holy  Ghost. 
The  plan  of  salvation  revealed  in  the  Scriptures  is  the  complete 
realization,  in  time,  of  this  eternal  covenant.  The  Scriptures  are 
a  complete  disclosure  of  it,  so  far  as  is  needful  for  our  salvation. 
The  Kingdom  of  God  in  this  world  is  the  manifestation  of  it, 
from  age  to  age,  in  time;  and  when  time  is  done,  the  triumphant 
Kingdom  of  Saints  in  glory  will  manifest  it  completely  and  for- 
ever. Secondarily,  and  in  a  subordinate  sense,  it  is  a  covenant 
between  God  and  every  sinner  saved  by  grace  :  because  all  such 
were  represented  by  Christ,  their  federal  head,  in  the  covenant 
itself ;  and  being,  in  due  time,  supernaturally  regenerated  by  the 
Holy  Ghost,  they  come  actually  into  covenant  with  God,  through 
Christ.  It  is  they  who  make  up  the  mystical  body  of  Christ. 
They  constitute  that  true  Kingdom  of  God  which  is  sometimes 
caUed  the  Messianic  Kingdom,  with  reference  to  its  head  ;  some- 

"  2  Peter,  I  4. 
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times,  the  New  Creation,  with  reference  to  its  author;  most 
generally,  the  Church  of  Grod,  with  reference  to  themselves. 
They  are  the  heirs  of  all  the  promises,  and  for  them  is  laid  up  in 
heaven  an  inheritance,  incorruptible  and  undefiled,  which  shall 
never  pass  away. 

7.  There  are,  then,  two  sufficiently  distinct  aspects  of  this 
amazing  covenant.  On  the  one  hand,  as  it  is  divinely  exhibited 
to  us  in  the  Mediator  of  it,  working  out  our  salvation  ;  preceded 
by  the  eternal  purpose,  counsel,  and  acts  of  God,  which  resulted 
in  his  incarnation  and  sacrifice  ;  and  followed,  by  the  mission  and 
work  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  applying  to  men  the  whole  work  of 
Christ.  On  the  other  hand,  as  we  behold  man  and  the  applica- 
tion to  him  of  the  blessings  and  benefits  of  that  covenant.  At 
first,  wholly  depraved,  and  a  child  of  wrath  ;  yet  still  susceptible 
through  the  power  of  God  of  restoration  to  him.  Then, 
awakened  by  the  Spirit  of  God  to  a  sense  of  his  true  condition  ; 
yet  still  perverse,  stupid,  and  rebellious.  Then,  born  again, 
from  above,  and  of  the  Spirit ;  yet  weak,  frail,  erring,  and  very 
slow  of  heart  to  believe.  At  last,  closing  his  career  of  sin,  and 
pardon,  and  deliverance,  in  peace,  perhaps  in  triumph.  Now  it 
behooves  us  to  realize  these  two  distinct  aspects  of  this  great  sub- 
ject— this  divine  and  this  human  element  of  our  destiny.  Both 
of  these  are  to  be  made  full  account  of  in  all  our  endeavours  to 
comprehend  the  ways  of  God  towards  man,  in  all  our  efibrts  to 
keep  our  hearts  in  his  fear  and  love.  If  we  exalt  the  human 
element  too  much,  then  we  lose  sight  of  the  infinite  need  of  di- 
vine grace,  and  fall  into  presumptuous  estimates  of  our  own  ability 
to  something  good  ;  and  if  we  weaken  it  too  much,  we  lose  that 
pungent  sense  of  responsibility,  and  that  deep  impression  of 
duty,  which  it  is  one  of  the  noblest  offices  of  the  Gospel  to  en- 
lighten and  to  exalt.  On  the  other  hand,  the  least  weakening 
of  the  divine  element,  no  matter  in  what  way,  is  immediately 
fatal ;  and  every  error  on  that  side  immediately  reacts  and  pro- 
duces a  corresponding  and  fatal  error  on  the  other  side.  Nothing 
can  be  more  absurd  than  to  suppose  that  religion  in  its  very  na- 
ture, consists  merely  of  emotions ;  unless  it  is  more  absurd  to 
suppose  that  such  emotions  as  God  would  recognize  as  constitu- 
ting true  religion,  can  exist  independently  of  true  knowledge  of 
him.    It  is  true  that  mere  knowledge  is  not  religion  ;  but  it  is 
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more  emphatically  true  that  neither  ignorance  nor  error  is  re- 
ligion. But  what  is  most  important  is,  that  ignorance  and  error 
separate  us  from  Grod  precisely  in  proportion  as  they  exist ; 
while  God  himself  has  told  us,  that  to  know  him,  the  only  true 
God,  and  Jesus  Christ  whom  he  has  sent,  is  eternal  life.' 

1  John,  xviL  3. 


CHAPTER  III. 

RELATION  OP  THE  COVENANT  OP  REDEMPTION,  TO  THE  INNER  LIFE 
OF  MAN,  AND  TO  HIS  FUNDAMENTAL  RELIGIOUS  CONYICnON& 

I  —1.  The  Wm  of  Gk)d  is  the  Rule  of  Duty  to  Man  oonaderod  as  a  Creature.— 2.  The 
Rule  of  Duty  to  Fallen  Creatures  for  whom  God  provides  a  Saviour,  is  the  Will 
of  that  Saviour. — 3.  Precise  relation  of  the  Revealed  Way  of  Salvation,  to  the 
nature  of  Religion,  and  of  Man.  II. — 1.  Salvation  for  Sinners,  through  sover- 
eign Graoa — 2.  Comparative  Statement  of  their  Condition — and  the  Remedy. — 
3.  Comparative  Statement  of  the  Moral  Impotence,  and  the  Moral  Susceptibility 
of  Fallen  Man.— 4.  This  Condition  of  Fallen  Man,  the  Covenant  of  Redemptioo, 
and  the  actual  Process  of  Salvation  mutually  illustrated. — 5.  The  Sovereignty  of 
God  and  the  Dependence  of  the  Creature,  universal  in  all  things,  are  emphatic  in 
Grace  unto  Salvation. — 6.  Divine  Grace  rendered  effectual,  only  through  our 
personal  Redemption — 7.  That  personal  Redemption  made  available  to  us,  not 
by  our  act,  but  by  the  work  of  God's  Spirit  III. — I.  The  most  remote  reasons 
of  our  personal  Salvation. — 2.  The  most  remote  reasons  of  the  failure  of  personal 
Salvation  to  be  universal. — 3.  On  one  side  an  illustration  of  God's  infinite  Per- 
fections beyond  the  Covenant ;  on  the  other  of  his  infinite  Perfections  within  the 
Covenant ;  on  both  the  display  of  his  infinite  Nature.— 4.  Restatement  of  Re- 
deeming Love,  m  its  method,  and  in  its  resultSi 

I. — 1.  If  there  were  no  Gted,  there  could  be  no  religion  ;  and, 
in  that  case,  the  existence  of  a  moral  conscience  in  man  would 
^  the  most  inscrutable  of  all  the  wonders  of  his  being.  It  would 
be  the  precise  response  of  our  nature  to  our  Creator ;  when,  in 
reality,  there  was  no  such  thing  as  a  Creator.  To  say  that  we 
have  an  understanding — and  then  deny  that  there  is  any  such 
thing  as  truth — is  less  absurd  than  to  say  we  have  a  conscience — 
and  then  deny  the  existence  of  the  very  object  of  that  conscience. 
As  to  our  having  a  religious  nature,  it  is  just  as  certain  as  that 
we  have  any  nature  at  all.  But  the  sense  of  our  dependence  on 
God,  and  the  sense  of  our  responsibility  to  God,  are  the  deepest 
manifestations  of  that  religious  nature  ;  precisely  as  the  fact  of 
that  dependence  and  the  fact  of  that  accountability,  are  the 
deepest  foundations  of  religion  itself.  And  so  in  the  nature  of 
the  case,  to  which  our  own  nature  responds,  we  are  to  direct  all 
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our  actions,  not  according  to  our  own  (*leasiirej  but  according  to 
the  will  of  God.  And  this  oUigafciun,  wliicli  is  in  some  tiurt  the 
very  esBence  of  all  religion,  is  equally  binding  upon  every  crea- 
ture of  God,  that  18  capable  of  kuowiti^  him, 

2.  Every  thing  which  separates  between  God  and  man — sin 
in  all  its  forms — is  abnormal,  that  is,  unnatural  to  man  as  he 
was  created  by  God.  Siu  pkce«  man  in  a  new  relation  to  God  ; 
but  still  leaving  him  the  creature  of  God,  it  neither  releases  him 
from  the  dominion  of  God,  nor  from  bis  dependence  on  God.  The 
obligation  to  regulate  all  liIs  actione  by  the  will  of  God,  still  con- 
tinues in  fuD  force,  while  his  ability  and  his  desire  to  do  so  are 
both  lost,  and  his  sense  of  obligation  to  do  so  deprives  him  of  all 
peace  in  his  sins.  The  way  of  access  to  God  for  sinless  creatures 
is  open  and  clear,  and  they  have  light  and  strength  to  walk 
therein.  But  to  sinful  creatures^  nature  affords  no  access  to  God, 
and  reason  discloses  none,  except  merely  tbat  they  muy  cotne  and 
be  coudemned.  That  any  form  of  religion  should  be  etl'ectual  in 
restoring  a  sinful  creature  to  the  favour  of  God,  it  must,  therefore, 
be  supernaturally  revealed,  it  must  cuntemj)late  him  as  a  sinner, 
it  mutst  deliver  him  from  condemnation  for  his  sins,  and  it  must 
restore  to  him  both  the  desire  and  the  ability  to  conform  his  ac- 
tions to  the  will  of  God,  In  etfectj  tijia  has  been  done  through 
a  Saviour.  A  new  relation  has  been  established  between  God 
and  fallen  men,  considered  not  merely  as  creatures,  nor  merely 
fi8  sinful  creatures,  but  as  sinful  creatures  still  capable  of  i^esto- 
ration  and  of  salvation.  It  is  a  relation  of  grace  on  one  side  aod 
faith  on  the  other,  superadded  to  the  relatiou  of  dominion  on  one 
side  and  dependence  on  the  other,  which  existed  before.  The 
fandamental  principle  of  this  religion  for  sinners  must  necessarily 
be,  dependence  on  the  Saviour  revealed  to  him  by  God.  And 
the  essential  principle  which  has  been  shown  to  lie  at  the  basis 
of  all  religion  assumes  a  correapouding  form,  namely,  that  nil 
sinful  creatures  for  whom  God  has  provided  a  Saviour,  are  bound 
to  reguhitc  all  their  actions,  not  according  to  their  own  pleasure, 
bat  according  to  the  will  of  that  Saviour, 

3*  God  the  Father,  the  supreme  ruler  of  the  universe,  requires 
of  every  creature  that  complete  obedience  which  lies,  as  I  have 
shown  alike  from  the  nature  of  God,  and  the  nature  of  matj,  mid 
the  relations  between  them^  at  the  base  of  all  religion  ;  and  by 
^nseqaence,  he  demands  against  sinful  man,  satisfaction  to  .hia^ 
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immaculate  justice,  to  his  brokeu  coFeoaQt,  and  to  his  violated 
law.  God  the  Son  undeilakes  to  render  that  satisfieu^tion,  and  is 
ordained  to  the  execution  of  that  work.  Gkxl  the  Holy  Ghost 
applies  to  the  redeemed,  the  satisfaction  demanded  by  the  Father, 
and  rendered  by  the  Son.  The  ineffable  love  of  each  divine  Per- 
son in  the  Godhead  to  the  others,  prompts  them  all  to  manifest 
aod  to  illustrate  in  this  manner,  the  infinite  gloiy  of  each  in  this 
sublime  procedure.  And  thus  in  a  line  of  thought  suggested  by 
the  very  nature  of  religion  itself,  which  is  the  very  highest  neces- 
sity of  man,  we  arrive  at  the  most  naked  form  of  exact  accord- 
ance between  the  fundamental  conception  of  the  Covenant  of 
Bedemption  as  revealed  to  us  by  G^,  and  the  fundamental 
nature  of  our  own  inner  life  as  attested  by  our  own  conscious- 
ness. Now  let  it  be  considered  that  the  form  of  spiritual  life 
unto  which  fallen  man  is  transformed,  by  all  these  acts  of  God 
and  all  these  changes  in  us,  is  precisely  that  of  which  in  our  sins 
natural  reason  has  no  conception,  and  natural  conscience  no 
ability  ;  and  then  the  divine  reality  of  it  all  seems  to  reach  abso- 
lute certainty. 

II. — I.  It  is  not  the  righteous — ^it  is  sinners  whom  the  Sa- 
viour calls  to  repentance  ;  it  is  the  sick,  not  they  that  be  whole, 
who  need  a  physician.*  As  long  as  we  do  not  realize  our  sinful- 
ness, neither  can  we  realize  our  need  of  divine  grace ;  and  as 
soon  as  we  deny  the  misery  which  sin  brings  upon  us,  we  re- 
nounce the  necessity  of  divine  mercy.  It  is,  no  doubt,  common 
tor  men  to  fall  tempomrily  into  such  a  condition  as  this ;  and 
ofttimes  the  conscience  becomes  so  fur  seared  and  blinded,  that 
this  condition  becomes  permanent.  The  ordinary  condition  of 
impenitent  men  is,  perhaps,  one  of  ignorance,  indifference,  and 
inattention  to  divine  things,  and  to  their  own  spiritual  estate ; 
and  the  more  so  in  all  Christian  lands,  where  the  light  of  God  is 
sufficiently  diffused,  to  make  obvious  the  folly  of  such  remedies 
for  our  fallen  state,  as  man  left  to  himself  has  been  able  to  sug- 
gest. To  arouse,  to  awaken,  to  engage,  to  enlighten  the  human 
soul,  is  the  first  practical  necessity  in  saving  it ;  and  then  to 
quicken,  sustain,  and  sanctify  it,  is  to  fit  it  for  the  acceptable 
service,  and  satisfying  enjoyment  of  G^d.  It  is  by  the  love  of 
God  the  Father,  the  saving  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and 
the  application  of  both  to  our  souls  with  divine  light  and  power 
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by  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  all  this  is  accomplished.     And  in  the 
procesg,  the  wunl  and  ordinances  of  God,  together  with  his  divine 
providence,  and  together  with  the  whole  forces  abiding  id  the 
nature  he  hm  given  us,  are  made  tributary  to  the  great  ^*ork  of 
our  restoration.     Countless  millions  of  human  beings  have  en- 
countered all  the  conditions  embraced  in  all  these  statcmenta ; 
countless  millions  denying  and  rejecting  the  remedy  made  known 
by  &i<l  ;  countless  millions  accepting  it  ;  all  of  them  on  both 
gjdes,  exhibit itig  sorae  phase  or  other  of  the  relation  of  the  great 
truths  and  principles  on  which  the  Covenant  of  Sedemption  rests, 
to  the  fundamental  religious  idetiSj  convictioos^  and  nature  of 
man.     Every  human  being  who  has  been  in  reach  of  the  word 
of  God,  has  had  the  opportunity  of  knowing  what  it  is  God  pro- 
poses, and  the  means  he  has  provided  for  his  great  end.     Everj^ 
human  being  who  has  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  the  children 
of  God,  has  had  the  means  of  appreciating  the  effects  of  God's 
purposes  and  acts  in  restoring  fallen  man  to  his  lost  image.    And 
every  human  being  who  has  either  accepted  or  rejected  the  Gos 
pel,  has  had  in  his  own  mental  experience  the  most  intimate 
testimony  of  the  relation  between  that  Gospel  and  the  soul,  re- 
jecting or  accepting  it.     The  question,  therefore,  so  far  from 
being  obscure,  is  one  which  nothing  but  voluntary  ignorance,  or 
^^^^jinful  indifference,  could  prevent  all  the  countless  millions  of 
^Blrhom  I  have  spoken,  from  appreciating  justly  and  determining 
^nrith  ce^taint5^     If  it  be  alleged  that  other  millions,  perhaps  as 
^fcnmerous,  never  heard  of  Christ  or  the  covenant  of  which  he  was 
^Hfae  Mediator ;  1  readily  admit  as  to  them,  that  the  position  in 
^Hiffhich  the  Scriptures  place  them  is  such,  as  to  require  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  foregoing  statements,  to  the  whole  extent  of  remit- 
iiog  them  back  to  the  position  in  which  fallen  man  stood  when 
was  driven  from  Eden — or  to  whatever  intermediate  position 
bey  may  have  attained  through  God's  mercy.     They  must  live, 
they  must  die,  according  to  their  actual  condition.     But  the 
lore  dreadful  this  condition  may  be  supposed  to  be,  the  clearer 
the  evidence  drawn  from  human  nature  itself,  that  there  is  no 
Jvntion  far  man  except  through  the  Covenant  of  Redemption  ; 
id  that  it  has  always  been  administered,  as  it  has  always  been 
svealed,  in  a  way  of  sovereign  grace. 

2.  Our  actual  condition,  therefore,  is  capable  of  the  most  dis- 
inct  appreciation  ;  and  so  the  elements  of  it  are  capable  of  the 
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most  exact  comparison  with  that  glorions  covenant  throngh 
which  we  are  saved.  Depraved,  but  capable  of  restoration ;  per- 
ceiving the  true  and  the  good — the  false  and  the  evil,  but  all  in- 
distinctly and  inadequately  ;  dependent  and  accountable,  lying 
under  the  clear  sense  of  duty  even  amidst  its  perpetual  viola- 
tions, and  the  strong  sense  of  blameworthiness  which  even  the 
sense  of  our  moral  impotence  sharpens  instead  of  alleviating  ; 
recalling  vaguely,  but  yet  powerfully,  the  great  estate  we  have 
lost,  and  incapable  of  extinguishing  a  hope  equally  vagrue,  yet 
not  less  powerful,  of  a  still  greater  estate  to  come  ;  such  are  the 
outlines  of  that  mysterious  inner  life,  full  of  anomalies,  wonder- 
fiil  in  its  ceaseless  activity,  the  outworkings  of  whose  consuming 
unrest  even  the  most  calm  and  thoughtful  can  neither  perfectly 
regulate  nor  completely  control  The  word  of  God,  revealing  us 
to  ourselves,  points  out  all  the  realities,  all  the  mysteries  of  our 
being  ;  and  as  often  as  we  test  its  statements,  we  feel  more  and 
more  how  boundless  its  insight  is.  Then  it  explains  to  ns  the 
sources  of  all  these  mixed  and  wondrous  things ;  our  creation, 
our  primeval  estate,  our  trial,  our  fall,  the  promise  of  a  Saviour, 
the  sentence  of  God,  our  mortal  probation,  and  our  eternal  judg- 
ment ;  and  as  we  listen  to  its  great  and  solemn  utterances,  and 
compare  them  with  that  inner  life  to  which  they  constantly  ap- 
peal, the  darkness  vanishes  before  those  testimonies  whose  en- 
trance giveth  light  and  giveth  understanding.  And  then  it 
takes  up  its  wondrous  parable  of  sovereign  grace.  What  we  are, 
it  has  already  explained.  How  we  came  to  be  as  we  are,  it  had 
also  explained.  But  now,  it  is  deliverance — and  the  way  thereof. 
The  eternal  love  of  God  the  Father ;  redemption  through  the 
Son  of  G^  made  flesh  ;  a  new,  holy,  blessed,  and  immortal 
life,  through  the  Holy  Ghost  !  And  this  sublime  remedy  is  ad- 
dressed, point  by  point,  to  every  element  of  the  inner  and  the 
outward  life  of  man,  as  the  fall  left  him,  and  as  sin  has  made 
him.  The  question  is,  the  relevancy  of  the  glorious  remedy,  to 
the  fearful  case  ;  the  relevancy  of  the  Covenant  of  Redemption 
to  the  fundamental  religious  ideas,  convictions,  and  nature  of 
man.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  universal  judgment  of  all  intel- 
ligent beings  must  be,  that  sinners  who  cannot  be  saved  in  this 
way,  cannot  be  saved  at  all.  And  surely  it  cannot  be  doubted 
that  any  sinner  saved  in  this  way,  will  not  only  joyfully  testify 
to  the  efficacy  and  the  blessedness  thereof,  but  will  forever  exalt 
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>  and  inagDify  that  Saviour,  wlioin  ho  has  found  to  bo  the  Wiiy, 
tlie  trutli,  and  the  life. 

3.  The  Apostle  Paul,  in  celebrating  our  deliverance  through 
I  Jesus  Christ  osir  Lord,  has  recounted  to  us  his  own  mental  strug- 
I  gle8,  bifl  weakness,  and  the  nature  of  bis  victoiy,  in  a  way  level 
to  the  comprebension  of  every  child  of  God,  and  probably  real- 
ized in  tbe  experience  of  each  one  of  them.*     The  more  we  are 
i  enlightened  to  discern  the  holiness  of  the  law  of  God^  tbe  more 
dearly  do  we  perceive  our  present  iDability  to  keep  it,  and  at  tbe 
canac  time  our  just  condemnation  under  it.    The  good  that  we 
l>w-ould,  we  do  not :  but  the  evil  which  we  would  not,  that  we  do. 
Well  may  we,  with  that  great  Apoatlej  cry  oat,  on  the  one  hand, 
Oh  !  wretched  man  that  I  am  ;  and,  on  tbe  other  hand,  Thanks 
ll>e  to  God  through  Jesna  Christ  our  Lord  !    What  can  we  do,  of 
I  ourselves,  to  commend  ourselves  to  God,  aa  fallen  sinners  ?    We 
Icannot  change  our  natures,  even  if  we  desired  it,  any  more  than 
an  Ethiopian  can  change  hia  skin,  or  a  leopard  his  spots:  and 
]  even  if  we  could  cbange  it,  if  we  desired  to  do  so^  we  arc  abso- 
[lutely  incapable  of  forming  «uch  a  desire,  in  our  own  strength, 
j Because  the  carnal  mind  is  enmity  against  God:  for  it  is  not 
[subject  to  the  law  of  God,  neither  indeed  can  be,'    And,  more- 
lover,  tbe  natuml  man  receiveth  not  tbe  things  of  tbe  Spirit  of 
God;  for  they  are  foolishness  unto  him,  neither  can  he  know 
[them,  becaoBC  they  are  spiritually  discerned,^     However  jiower- 
Iful  our  religious  impulses  may  be,  it  is  absolutely  certain  that, 
[if  left  to  ourselves,  they  can  never  conduct  us  to  the  trne  and 
iving  God.    Impotent  alike  to  render  account  of  our  past  trans- 
IgTtssions,  or  to  atone  for  them  ;  It  would  be  of  little  avail,  even 
Lif  we  were  competent  to  do  both,  so  long  as  our  depraved  nature, 
f which  we  cannot  change,  remains  a  pereuuial  soorce  of  all  iui- 
mmty,aDd  its  pollution  a  complete  disqualification  while  it  lasta, 
for  the  service  and  the  enjoyment  of  GuJ,     It  is  true,  indeed, 
that  the  pungent  knowledge  of  all  this  is  derived,  not  from  na* 
jture,  or  reason,  but  from  God.     But  it  is  also  true  that  the  soul 
laceepts  this  divine  exposition  of  tbe  significance  of  its  whole 
icondition,  as  soon  as  the  Holy  Ghost  has  quickened  it  to  know 
[God  and  itself*     That  great  Apostle  already  referred  to,  has  de- 
reloped,  in  bis  o^n  experience,  bow  it  is  that  one  who  is  a  bias- 
[phemer,  a  persecutor,  and  injurious,  may  he  at  the  same  time 
i  Rom^  TiL  7-25.  •  Eom^  viiL  7,  »  1  Cor^  il  14. 
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zealous  towards  God,  even  after  a  manner  revealed  from  Heavea 
Nor  can  the  carnal  heart  understand  how  the  chief  of  sinnem 
could  be  aided  in  his  transformation  into  the  most  enlightened 
and  heroic  of  all  believers,  by  a  voice  saying  to  him,  I  am  Jesus 
of  Nazareth,  whom  thou  persecutest.*  It  is  here  precisely,  we 
perceive  so  clearly  that  the  world  by  wisdom  cannot  know  Grod  ; 
and  that  this  is  a  result  neither  casual  nor  variable,  but  one  in 
which  the  wisdom  of  Grod  himself  is  involved.*  Here  it  is  we 
realize,  that  unto  them  which  are  called,  Christ  crucified  is  the 
power  of  God  and  the  wisdom  of  God  ;  and  that  he  is  made  of 
God  unto  us  wisdom,  and  righteousness,  and  sanctification,  and 
redemption  ! '  Every  thing  in  us  exacts  precisely  what  Gk)d  has 
done  for  us  ;  and  as  soon  as  he  has  accomplished  it,  every  thing 
in  us  exults  in  the  completeness  and  the  fitness  of  it  all. 

4  I  have  already  pointed  out  the  obligation  resting  on  us,  con- 
sidered merely  as  creatures  of  God,  to  regulate  our  conduct  by  his 
will;  and  the  corresponding  obligation  resting  on  us  as  offenders 
against  God,  to  regulate  our  conduct  by  the  will  of  the  Saviour  he 
has  provided  for  us.  In  both  cases  obedience  is  the  conception  which 
is  responsive  to  our  estate — obedience  of  the  creature  to  his  Creator 
• — obedience  of  the  sinner  to  his  Saviour.  Under  the  Covenant  of 
Works,  the  obedience  of  the  creature  must  of  necessity  be  complete, 
and  be  rendered  by  the  creature.  Under  the  Covenant  of  Grace, 
an  imperfect  obedience  of  the  sinner  may  be  accepted  by  God,  for 
the  sake  of  the  perfect  obedience  rendered  by  his  divine  Saviour. 
To  suppose  that  God  can  save  us  in  our  sins  is  both  absurd  and 
impious.  On  the  other  hand,  we  have  lost  by  the  fall  not  only 
the  ability  to  render  a  complete  personal  obedience  unto  eternal 
life — but  even  the  opportunity  of  making  such  an  attempt, 
since  the  Covenant  of  Works  as  a  covenant  of  life  no  longer  ex- 
ists. That  we  are  naturally  neither  able  nor  inclined  to  render 
that  new  obedience  which  God,  through  his  grace,  accepts  from 
penitent  and  believing  sinners,  for  the  sake  of  Christ,  is  felt  to 
be  certain  by  every  human  heart ;  and  is,  moreover,  manifest  in 
that  natntally  we  are  not  penitent,  and  do  not  believe  in  the 
Saviour.  Here,  then,  by  our  own  impenitence  and  unbelief,  we 
are  cut  off  from  Christ,  and  from  the  obedience  of  faith ;  and  if 
the  matter  is  left  there,  we  perish  under  the  Covenant  of  Grace 

>  Acts,  xxil  1-16 ;  1  Tim.,  l  12-17.  •  1  Cor.,  I  21. 

•  1  Ckar.,  I  23,  24,  30. 
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self.     What  occurs  is,  that  Go^l  imputes  to  us  the  righteous- 
leas  of  Christ  which  is  ihc  fruit  of  Lis  obedience — that  we  re- 
ive this  righteousness  through  fiiith — that  the  faith  wlicreby 
e  receive  it  is  a  grace  of  the  Holy  Ghost  resulting  from  tlie  re- 
lewal  of  the   soul  by  him— that  our  new  obedience,  whether 
lOtward  or  inward ,  is  the  pro<luct  of  the  acts  and  works  of  the 
ather,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost— and  that  salvation  is  real,  and 
holly  gratuitous.    We  are  united  to  our  Saviour,  huth  to  sulTer 
ith  him  and  to  reign  with  him :  this  has  resulted  from  the 
ork  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  us  :  that  resulted  from  the  act  of  the 
ather  ion»uting  to  us  the  righteousness  of  Christ :  those  acts 
id  works  were  all  immediately  the  fniits  of  the  Covenant  of 
race — and  remotely  of  the  eternal  counsel,  purpose,  and  decree 
f  God*     Now  here  is   the  Covemmt  of  Hcdemptiou,  and  the 
ess  of  our  actual  salvation — thee  to  face*     It  seems  to  me 
hat  their  rehition  to  each  other  is  precise  and  complete.     For 
much  as  relates  to  that  covenant,  God  is  the  witness :  for  so 
uch  as  relates  to  our  own  souls,  the  testimony  of  our  own  con- 
iousuess  is  fulded  to  the  deelamtions  of  God. 

5.  I  have  said  repeatedly  that  the  absolute  domiuion  of  God 
er  man,  and  the  absolute  depeodeuce  of  man  ou  God,  are  the 
mdamental  truths  that  contrul  all  the  relations  between  God 
Bud  maiL  Ever}'  conception  we  have  of  God's  existence,  nature, 
ar  works,  every  idea  we  can  form  of  creation,  providence,  or 
ice — all  terminate  in  the  absolute  dominion  of  God*  On  the 
ther  hand,  every  coucopfcion  we  have  of  our  condition  as  crea- 
tures of  God,  no  matter  of  what  degreCj  or  in  what  estate,  re- 
Its  ID  our  absolute  dependence  on  him.  And  every  conceivable 
lation  between  God  and  man,  no  matter  how  high  man  may 
,  or  how  low  be  may  sink,  and  no  matter  by  what  means  in 
ther  ease  ;  necessarily  involves  this  dominion  on  the  one  side, 
,d  this  dependence  on  the  other.  There  is  no  escape  from  this, 
ut  by  some  means  that  will  annihilate  either  God  or  ourselves  ; 
,  for  example,  by  atheiRm  which  annihilates  God  ;  or  by  pan- 
eism  which  annihilates  ever}'  tiring  but  that  which  they  call 
od.  And  what  is  gained  by  either  result  ?  Absolutely  nothing. 
Tor  our  dependence  on  something — whether  chance,  or  fate,  or 
w fortune,  is  just  as  real  as  it  was  before  ;  and  the  dominion  of 
raething — whether  chance,  or  fate,  or  fortune,  over  us,  is  just 
m  absolute  as  it  was  before.     Whatever  else  we  have  gotten  rid 
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of,  we  have  not  gotten  rid  of  our  absolute  dependence,  or  of  an  ab- 
solute dominion  over  us.  Why  then  should  it  be  thought  strange, 
that  this  infinite  sovereignty  of  Ood  should  attach  to  his  grace  ? 
Or  rather,  of  all  things,  is  not  his  unmerited  favour  that  in  re- 
gard of  which  his  sovereign  disposal  should  be  most  absolute  ? 
And  why  should  it  be  thought  strange,  that  our  universal  de- 
pendence should  embrace  dependence  in  the  matter  of  salvation  ? 
Or  rather,  of  all  things,  is  not  saving  grace  that  for  which  sinful 
creatures  must  be  most  dependent  on  an  offended  God  ?  If  we 
suppose  that  this  sovereignty  attaches  to  divine  grace,  only  in 
the  original  conception  of  it,  then  it  is  grace  which  can  be  of  no 
avail  to  us  ;  for  unless  we  be  redeemed  by  the  divine  Saviour,  we 
must  perish.  And  if  we  suppose  the  sovereignty  of  divine  grace 
may  go  that  far  and  stop—then  we  are  lost ;  for  unless  we  are 
renewed  by  the  divine  Spirit,  we  must  perish.  And  every  sup- 
position we  can  make,  which  comes  short  of  bearing  forward  the 
sovereign  grace  of  God,  divinely  and  efficaciously  to  our  personal 
salvation,  leaves  us  as  sinners  in  a  condition  of  certain  destruc- 
tion. In  truth,  the  only  effect  of  abrogating  the  divine  sover- 
eignty touching  the  whole  range  of  God's  saving  grace,  is  to  ren- 
der it  absolutely  certain  that  no  sinner  will  be  saved.  And  all 
our  attempts  to  lower  and  weaken  our  complete  dependence  on 
God,  in  our  whole  salvation,  so  far  from  being  of  any  avail  to 
the  impenitent,  tend  only  against  the  hopes  of  the  children  of 
God.  Our  nature  and  our  condition  are  such,  that  grace  may 
save  us  ;  and  if  the  sovereignty  of  God  be  brought  to  bear  with 
divine  efficacy  upon  our  souls,  it  taill  save  us.  But  if  we  be  left 
to  ourselves — released  in  any  degree  from  our  dependence  on  God 
and  his  dominion  over  us,  in  the  matter  of  grace  and  salvation — 
we  are  lost ;  and  they  for  whose  supposed  benefit,  the  elect  of 
God  are  robbed  of  their  covenanted  interest  in  eternal  life,  are 
also  lost.  Eternal  life,  as  St.  Paul  has  expressly  stated,  is  simply 
the  gift  of  God,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.* 

6.  If  we  will  exclude  from  our  conception  of  salvation  for 
sinners,  the  distinct  scriptural  idea  of  redemption,  I  suppose  it 
is  impossible  to  realize  in  thought,  even  with  the  Scriptures  to 
instruct  us,  how  it  is  possible  for  sinners  to  be  saved.  But  as 
soon  as  we  admit  that  scriptural  idea  of  redemption,  all  that  I 
have  hitherto  asserted  becomes  inevitable,  and  is  all  taught  in  the 

*  Rom.,  vi.  23, 
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Scriptures  in  direct  connection  with  redemption.  We  cannot 
understand  how,  under  the  dominion  of  God,  transgression  can 
be  passed  over,  without  atonement ;  nor  is  it  possible  to  inter- 
pret one  out  of  many  thousand  declarations  of  his  word,  so  as  to 
make  out  any  thing  else  but  that  the  wages  of  sin  is  death.  The 
claims  of  divine  justice  cannot  be  set  aside ;  the  demands  of 
Grod's  violated  law  cannot  be  resisted  ;  the  penalty  of  his  broken 
covenant  cannot  be  disregarded  ;  the  infinite  majesty  of  God  can- 
not be  defied,  and  his  infinite  dominion  assailed,  and  his  infinite 
goodness  outraged,  without  retribution.  On  the  other  hand,  we 
ourselves  have  no  certitude  deeper,  than  the  reality  of  our  own 
blameworthiness  in  the  sight  of  God ;  we  perceive  nothing  more 
clearly,  than  the  necessity  of  retribution  ;  we  can  conceive  of  no 
impossibility  greater,  than  that  God  should  either  approve  our 
sins,  or  deny  their  existence.  Utterly  insuperable  as  this  barrier 
is — there  remains  something  more.  For  these  terrible  offences 
are  the  fruit  of  a  polluted  nature,  which  is  no  more  fit  for  God's 
reconciled  presence,  than  the  sinful  fruits  of  it  are  fit  for  his  ap- 
probation. It  is  only  through  the  unsearchable  riches  of  his 
love  that  God  proposes  to  save  such  sinners  ;  and  redemption 
through  the  blood  of  Christ  is  the  method  by  which  divine  nvis- 
dom  and  divine  power,  prompted  by  divine  goodness,  accomplish 
the  proposals  of  divine  love.  The  Lord  Jesus,  addressing  him- 
self directly  to  the  Father,  said  that  the  power  over  all  flesh 
which  he  had  received  from  him,  was  to  the  end  that  he  should 
give  eternal  life  to  as  many  as  the  Father  had  given  to  him. 
These  are  they,  he  added,  which  thou  gavest  me  out  of  the 
world  ;  thine  they  were,  and  thou  gavest  them  me.  I  pray  for 
them  ;  I  pray  not  for  the  world,  but  for  them  thou  hast  given 
me.*  And  to  this  purport  is  the  whole  of  the  wonderful  passage, 
a  few  words  of  which  I  have  quoted.  It  is  for  those  whom  God 
has  given  to  him,  that  Christ  has  given  himself  to  be  a  ransom, 
to  be  wisdom,  to  be  righteousness,  to  be  sanctification,  to  be  re- 
demption.* And  so  Christ  Jesus  having  obtained  eternal  redemp- 
tion, by  his  own  blood,  has  passed  into  the  heavens ;  and  that 
blood  of  his  who  through  the  eternal  Spirit  offered  himself  with- 
out spot  unto  God,  purges  our  conscience  from  dead  works,  to 
serve  the  living  God.'    Well  may  we  believe  the  emphatic  dec- 

» John,  xviL  2,  3,  6,  9.  •  1  Tim.,  iL  6 ;  1  Cor.,  I  30 ;  GaL,  iv.  4,  6. 
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laration  of  Christ,  All  that  the  Father  giveth  me,  shall  come 
to  me  ;  and  him  that  cometh  to  me,  I  will  ia  no  wise  cast  out. 
Well  may  we  confide  in  his  assurance,  that  it  is  the  Father's 
will,  that  of  all  he  has  given  to  the  Son,  he  should  lose  nothing, 
but  should  raise  it  up  again,  at  the  last  day.* 

7.  It  is  not  a  little  remarkable  that  the  natural  heart  easily 
contents  itself  with  any  general  statements  of  Gh>d  concerning  his 
divine  grace  ;  but  is  prompt  to  take  offence  as  soon  as  those  state- 
ments assume  a  specific  and  determinate  shape.  And  yet  it  is 
extremely  obvious,  that  if,  after  all,  it  was  left  wholly  and  abf^o- 
lutely  to  us,  whether  we  would  choose  to  be  saved  or  not, — ad- 
mitting that  in  such  a  case  any  natural  heart  ever  would  choose 
to  be  saved,  in  the  manner  pointed  out  in  the  Gospel ;  the  final 
and  decisive  matter,  in  every  case,  would  be  an  act  of  the  human 
soul,  and  that  in  its  unregenerate  state — and  not  a  work  of  the 
Spirit  of  God.  And  it  makes  no  difference  how  this  act  of  the 
soul  is  explained^  so  long  as  it  is  the  final  and  decisive  thing, 
whereby  we  live  or  whereby  we  perish  ;  for  salvation  is  made  to 
depend,  at  last,  on  some  action  of  our  depraved  soul,  and  not  on 
the  power  of  God.  No  doubt  the  soul  must  consent,  and  does 
consent ;  it  believes  and  repents  and  it  is  saved.  But  it  is  the 
soul  renewed  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  thus  consents,  believes, 
and  repents  ;  these  acts  of  the  soul  are  all  manifestations  of  its 
new  life,  not  methods  of  obtaining  that  life.  We  are  not  chosen 
of  God  because  we  have  chosen  Christ,  but  we  have  chosen  Christ 
because  we  were  chosen  of  God.  And  in  point  of  fact,  however 
we  may  bewilder  ourselves,  this  is  the  actual  experience  of  the 
human  soul.  Not  as  distinct  always  as  in  the  case  of  Abraham, 
or  the  case  of  Saul  of  Tarsus ;  but  real  and  inevitable  in  the 
case  of  every  renewed  soul ;  and  Christ  may  as  truly  say  to  every 
one  of  them,  as  he  said  to  his  Apostles,  ye  have  not  chosen  me, 
but  I  have  chosen  you.* 

III. — 1.  When  we  attempt  to  pass  into  the  bosom  of  God, 
and  to  seek  for  the  most  remote  reasons  of  our  personal  salva- 
tion— and  the  most  remote  reasons  for  the  failure  of  personal  sal- 
vation to  be  universal ;  it  becomes  us  to  speak  with  the  greatest 
reserve  and  modesty.  It  is  perfectly  certain  that  no  reason  known 
to  any  child  of  God,  exists  in  him,  upon  which  he  could  ground 
any  explanation  of  God's  eternal  love  for  him.     Perhaps  we  may 

'  John,  vl  37-39.  «  John,  xv.  16. 
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venture  so  far  as  to  assert,  that  in  our  present  state  of  being,  no 
one  could  understand  clearly,  even  if  it  were  revealed  to  bim, 
what  the  exact  nature  of  that  remotest  reason  was.  And  yet  we 
dare  not  say  that  God,  who  is  the  fountain  of  all  intelligence, 
can  act  without  a  suflScient  reason  ;  nor  can  we  venture  to  assert, 
that  when  we  come  to  see  light  in  the  ver}'  L'ght  of  God,  as  the 
Psalmist  has  expressed  it,^  we  shall  not  comprehend  innumerable 
mysteries  of  God,  of  the  very  existence  of  the  most  of  which  we 
may  now  have  no  suspicion.  We  cannot,  without  denying  the 
faith,  hesitate  to  assert  that  God  so  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave 
his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  him,  should 
not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life.*  Nor  are  we  permitted  to 
doubt  that  this  free  and  special  love  of  God  is  the  ground  of  our 
being  made  heirs  of  God,  according  to  the  hope  of  eternal  life  ; 
for  which  we  are  fitted  by  the  washing  of  regeneration  and  re- 
newing of  the  Holy  Ghost  ;  which  he  shed  on  us  abundantly 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Saviour.*  In  that  free  and  eternal 
love  of  Gt)il,  we  have  found  the  most  remote  reason  of  our  per- 
sonal salvation  which  is  comprehensible  to  us,  or  revealed  by  God. 
And  surely  no  object  of  it  could  conceive  of  any  thing  so  enno- 
bling, as  a  motive  to  whatever  is  good  or  great  ;  any  thing  so  as- 
sured as  a  foimdation  on  which  to  rest ;  any  thing  so  affecting 
as  an  incentive  to  unqualified  self-consecration  ;  any  thing  so 
ovemvhelming  as  a  power  within  the  soul,  so  irresistible  as  a 
force  impelling  the  soul !  And  the  rapture  of  our  brother  Paul 
should  find  a  response  in  all  Christian  hearts,  in  behalf  of  every 
one  of  which  he  has  exclaimed,  that  neither  death,  nor  life,  nor 
angels,  nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things  present,  nor 
things  to  come,  nor  height,  nor  depth,  nor  any  other  creature, 
shall  be  able  to  separate  us  from  the  love  of  God,  which  is  in 
Christ  Jesus  our  Lord.* 

2.  The  other  aspect  of  a  mystery  so  fearful  in  itself,  and  so 
obscure  to  us  in  its  earliest  stages,  demands  of  us  still  more  self- 
distrust  in  pursuing  its  remotest  reason.  It  is  clear  to  us  that 
sinners  perish  for  their  sins.  But  this,  under  a  dispensation  of 
divine  grace,  is  scarcely  a  sufficient  explanation  ;  because  it  is 
the  glory  of  Christ  that  he  is  able  to  save  to  the  uttermost,  all 
who  come  to  God  by  him  ;  and  indeed,  he  not  only  does  save 

>  Pai  xxxvl  9.  «  John,  ui.  16. 

•  IHtua,  iU.  4-7;  Epb.,  il  4-10.  *  Bom.,  yiil  38,  39. 
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many  of  the  chief  of  sinnerS;  but  his  salvation  is  exclosively  for 
sinners.  Going  back  a  step  farther,  it  is  clear  to  us  that  the  re- 
jection of  Christ,  is  the  cause  of  our  perdition ;  but  we  must 
bear  in  mind  that  all  to  whom  he  was  ever  offered,  have  rejected 
him — none  more  distinctly  than  many  of  the  chief  of  saints — 
and  that  all  would  persist  in  doing  so  forever,  but  for  the  grace 
of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Still  going  back,  we  easily  understaDd  that 
it  is  by  grieving  and  resisting  the  Holy  Ghost,  we  remain  obsti- 
nately in  our  alienation  from  Christ,  and  so  perish  ;  but  it  must 
not  be  concealed  that  every  child  of  God  would  have  done  the 
same  thing,  with  the  same  result,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  spe- 
cial, efficacious,  and  preventing  grace  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  enabling 
him,  and  inclining  him,  and  fitting  him  to  accept  Christ.  In 
another  step  backward,  we  encounter  the  source  of  all  evil  in  all 
men,  in  their  original  depravity ;  and  at  the  next  step  we  en- 
counter the  cause  of  this  natural  pollution,  in  the  fall  of  man  ; 
but,  as  to  both  of  these  terrible  realities,  there  is  absolutely 
nothing  which  can  distinguish  the  case  of  one  human  being  from 
another ;  for  all  are  by  nature  equally  the  children  of  wrath,  and 
the  first  man,  Adam,  was  equally  the  progenitor  and  the  repre- 
sentative— the  root,  of  alL  We  have,  therefore,  traced  the  mys- 
tery to  a  point  antecedent  to  the  entrance  of  sin  into  the  uni- 
verse, and  have  found  the  remotest  reason  of  the  perdition  of 
ungodly  men  still  eluding  us — still  passing  back  as  we  carefully 
follow  it.  At  last  we  must  pass  into  eternity,  and  put  in  a  n^a- 
tive  form,  what  before  we  put  in  a  positive  form.  We  do  not 
know,  neither  could  we  comprehend  if  it  were  explained  to  us, 
why  the  special  and  free  love  of  God,  did  not  select  for  its  eter- 
nal objects  the  particular  sinners  which  it  did  not  select,  any 
more  than  why  it  selected  the  particular  sinners  it  did  select. 
And  yet  we  dare  not  say  there  was  no  reason  for  it ;  that  it  was 
a  mere  caprice.  What  we  know  is,  that  both  facts  are  asserted 
in  the  most  distinct  manner  by  God,  in  his  holy  word  ;*  that  the 
existence  of  the  Covenant  of  Redemption  involves  them  both ; 
that  the  personal  history  of  every  human  being  establishes  one  or 
the  other  of  them  ;  and  that  the  aggregate  career  of  the  whole 
race  of  mankind  is  inexplicable,  unless  both  of  them  be  true. 
Being  true — every  thing  is  explained — ^which  we  are  capable  of 
understanding  ;  but  in  a  manner  wonderful  and  overpowering. 

*  Rom^  ix.  22,  23 ;  Eph.,  I  5,  6 ;  Prov.,  xvi  4;  Matt,  xxv.  34>  4L 
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8.  The  whole  case  terminates  at  last  in  tlie  same  sublime  re- 
BTiUy  whether  we  pursue  it  simply  upon  the  word  of  God,  or 
whether  we  illustrate  the  systematic  theory  of  sjilvation  by  the 
course  of  divine  providence  practical!}'  developing  it,  or  by  the 
inner  life  of  the  individaal  soul  personally  exhibiting  it.  We 
cannot  conceive  that  either  creation,  or  providence,  or  grace, 
could  exist  without  an  end  worthy  of  God,  or  in  a  manner  con- 
trary to  any  of  his  infinite  perfections.  The  illustration  t»f  his 
infinite  being  to  an  intelli<:^cnt  universej  ami  thereby  his  omi 
declarative  glory,  and  the  hi^he«t  blessedness  of  the  universe 
compatible  with  the  chief  end  of  its  own  existence  ;  is  the  high- 
t  end  which  we  can  conceive,  and  is  the  end  declared  by  Goil, 

the  reason  of  creation,  providence,  and  grace,  Bedemption 
longs  to  that  part  of  the  case  which  we  call  grace  ;  and  must 
incur  the  force  of  the  end  and  reason  of  the  whole  case — and 
does  so  in  the  most  explicit  manner.  Upon  whatever  ground 
gin  exists  in  the  universCj  it  is  a  ground  which  the  infinite 
wisdom  of  God,  and  the  infinite  holiness  of  God  respect ;  and 
upon  whatever  ground  misery  exists,  it  is  a  ground  which  the 
infinite  goodness  aud  mercy  of  God  respect.  Addressing  the  rc- 
fources  of  his  infinite  being,  for  the  cods  and  upon  the  reasons 
already  suggested^  to  the  treatment  of  the  tremendous  questions 
of  sin  and  misery,  in  such  a  universe  ;  most  assuredly  it  ought 
not  t-^  surprise  us,  that  one  result  should  be  the  illustration,  for- 
ever, of  his  immaculate  justice,  that  another  result  should  bo  the 
illustration,  forever,  of  his  infinite  beneficence — and  that  both 
results  should  so  occur  as  to  display  his  nature  and  perfections  in 
the  clearest  manner  Still  less  should  it  surprise  us,  that  in 
such  a  case  God  should  reveal  io  us  these  sublime  procedures 
with  the  ends  and  cflects  of  thcra  ;  that  tliua  revealed,  they 
should  be  found  to  accord  with  our  own  nature  and  condition,  a 
nature  created  and  then  renewed  in  the  image  of  God,  and  a 
condition  to  which  these  very  procedures  of  God  have  relation  ; 
or  that,  clear  as  all  might  be  in  its  immediate  personal  ap- 
plication to  us,  it  should  all  be  overpowering,  and  much  of  it 
inscrutable,  in  its  most  remote  analysis,  and  in  its  immeasumblc 
compass.  This  appears  to  be  precisely  what  has  occurred.  We 
ishftll  comprehend  it  all  the  better,  in  a  higher  state  of  existence. 
In  our  present  estate  what  we  need  is,  a  sufficient  insight  to  com- 
prehend in  what  manner,  and  upon  what  principles,  it  may  all 
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avail  to  deliver  us  fix)m  the  wrath  to  come.  And  the  more 
clearly  we  can  see  that  we  are  exposed  to  that  wrath,  the  more 
urgently  does  it  become  as  to  address  ourselves  to  the  remedy 
afforded  by  the  blood  of  Christ.  Nay,  that  very  sense  of  our  sin- 
fulness is  at  once  a  proof  that  we  are  like  those  Christ  came  to 
save,  and  a  help  to  us  in  discerning  him  as  the  way,  the  truth, 
and  the  life.  It  is  a  true  saying,  that  Jesus  Christ  came  into  the 
world  to  save  sinners  ;  and  the  assured  way  of  being  saved  is  to 
call  on  his  adorable  name.* 

4.  We  are  told  that  God  has  chosen  us  in  Christ  Jesus  before 
the  foundation  of  the  world,  that  we  should  be  holy  and  without 
blame  before  him  in  love.*  And  in  immediate  connection  with  this 
statement,  the  separate  and  the  concurring  action  of  each  person 
in  the  Godhead,  for  us  and  in  us,  as  well  as  the  blessings  and 
benefits  which  flow  to  ns,  and  the  glory  which  redounds  to  God, 
are  distinctly  set  forth."  It  was  the  will  of  (Jod  that  the  Son 
should  undertake  our  salvation ;  and  he  did  it  with  delight* 
As  a  part  of  his  reward,  he  asked  and  received  as  his  own,  those 
whom  he  would  redeem  by  his  own  most  precious  blood.*  And 
it  was  his  unalterable  love  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  redeemed, 
which  led  him  to  undertake  and  perform  all  his  work  as  Media- 
tor between  God  and  men.'  It  is,  in  divine  love,  through  dirine 
goodness,  and  with  a  divine  satisfaction,  that  through  the  coun- 
sel, the  purpose,  and  the  will  of  God,  we  are  chosen  by  him  be- 
fore the  foundation  of  the  world,  in  Christ  Jesus,  in  whose  blood 
we  have  redemption,  and  in  whom  we  are  sealed  witk  the  Holy 
Spirit,  unto  the  praise  of  the  glory  of  God.'  This,  let  us  re- 
member, is  not  stated  as  the  conclusion  of  our  poor  reason,  but 
is  the  detailed  account  given  by  inspiration  to  the  8*\ints  them- 
selves, through  the  greatest  human  expositor  of  the  mind  of 
God  :  and  therewith  all  the  Scriptures  concur.'  And  therewith 
also  the  unalterable  faith  of  the  church  of  God  agrees,  and  the 
spiritual  life  and  experience  of  the  children  of  God  accord.  The 
work  of  God  confirms  the  word  of  God. 

»  1  Tim.,  L  15;  Rom.,  i.  13.        «  Eph.,  L  4.  »  Eph.,  L,  passim. 

•  Ps.  xL  6-10.  •  Ps.  iL  6-9 ;  Isa.,  liiL  10-12. 

•  John,  xiii  1 ;  xvii.  4-6.  '  Eph.,  L  1-13. 

•  John,  iii  15-17  ;  Eom.,  v.  8 ;  1  Thesa.,  iv.  S ;  1  Pet,  u  2 ;  2  Thess.,  il  13. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

THB  SPECIAL  OBLIGATIONS  LAID  ON  MAN,  AS  SPECIAL  CONDITIONS 
OP  THE  COVENANT  OF  REDEMPTION. 

I.  1.  Ultimate  Truths  concerning  Human  Nature. — 2.  Influence  of  these  Truths 
upon  the  Divine  Means  of  Human  Hestoratioa — 3.  The  Universal  Relation  of 
Obedience  to  God  and  Life  in  God :  this  Relation  as  exhibited  through  the  Cove- 
nant of  Redemption. — 4.  The  Universal  Need  of  Special  Divine  Assistance,  in 
order  to  Obedience  and  Life. — IL  1 .  Special  Conditions  of  the  Covenant  of  Re- 
demption considered  as  u  Covenant  between  God  and  Elect  Sinners. — 2.  The 
Grounds  of  Separation  between  Men  and  God,  and  the  Means  of  their  Removal 
— with  the  Relations  of  all  to  the  Conditions  of  this  Covenant. — 3.  Faith  and 
Repentance,  the  Conditions  of  Salvation  for  Sinners. — III.  1.  The  double  Office 
of  both  these  Graces  of  the  Spirit:  their  special  Nature  as  considered  here. — 2. 
Analogy  between  the  two  Sacraments  which  signify  and  seal,  and  the  two  Condi- 
tions on  which  we  receive,  all  the  Benefits  of  this  Covenant — 3.  Saving  Faith 
summarily  explained. — 4.  Repentance  unto  Life  summarily  explained. — 5.  Re- 
pentance toward  Grod  considered  as  a  Duty,  in  the  neglect  of  which  Salvation  is 
impossible  for  Sinners. — 6.  Faith  toward  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  considered  in  the 
same  respect — 7.  Analogy  of  the  two  Covenants,  with  respect  to  the  obligatory 
Force  of  their  sp>ecial  Conditions. — TV.  1.  Nature  of  the  Impotence  produced  by 
Sin :  and  of  Obedience  performed  in  Sin. — 2.  No  conceivable  Change  in  God  or 
Ourselves,  can  make  Salvation  for  Sinners  possible,  in  any  other  way. — 3.  It  is 
effectoal  in  this  way,  only  upon  the  Allowance  of  Divine  Assistance. — I.  The 
overwhelming  practical  Illustration  furnished  by  all  Sinners,  whether  Believing 
or  Unbelieving,  Penitent  or  Impenitent — 5.  The  Means  proposed  by  God,  and 
their  Result. 

I. — 1.  There  are  elements  in  human  nature,  ultimate  truths 
of  our  being,  original  data  of  consciousness,  which  neither  the 
teacher  of  theology  nor  the  preacher  of  the  Gospel,  can  lose 
Right  of  for  a  moment,  without  giving  up,  at  the  same  time,  the 
very  foundation  of  every  appeal  to  man.  The  sense  of  duty, 
which  touches  on  one  side  our  sense  of  the  true,  and  on  the  other 
our  sense  of  the  good :  the  sense  of  responsibility,  commensurate 
exactly  with  the  sense  of  duty,  testifying  continually  both  to  our 
moral  nature,  and  to  the  moral  government  which  is,  and  which 
must  forever  be,  over  us  :  the  sense  of  blameworthiness  on  ac- 
count of  duty  neglected  and  condemnation  justly  incurred,  which 
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18  the  testimony  of  our  conscience  to  our  guilt :  the  sense  of 
satisfaction  on  account  of  duty  discharged  and  approval  justly 
awarded,  which  is  the  testimony  of  our  conscience  to  our  recti- 
tude :  these  are  indestructible  conditions  of  our  moral  constitu- 
tion,  which  must  exist,  so  far  as  we  can  understand,  while  our 
nature  exists,  under  every  possible  form  of  the  divine  adminis- 
tration over  us.  Any  fundamental  change  in  them  applied  to 
our  whole  race,  would  immediately  change  the  relations  of  the 
whole  race  to  Adam,  to  Christ,  and  to  God,  as  well  as  the  rela- 
tions of  the  individuals  of  the  race  to  each  other  ;  and  any 
such  change  applied  to  any  individual  of  the  race,  would  im- 
mediately break  in  two  the  chain  of  his  own  continued  conscioas 
existence,  and  destroy  his  personal  identity. 

2.  Whatever,  therefore,  may  be  the  nature  of  the  Covenant 
of  Redemption,  considered  as  a  covenant  in  eternity  between 
the  Persons  of  the  Godhead,  having  any  applicability  to  man ; 
in  all  the  obligations  it  may  lay  on  him,  and  all  the  conditions  of 
it  which  may  have  special  relation  to  him — these  fundamental 
peculiarities  of  his  moral  constitution  will  be  made  full  account 
of  by  him  who  is  the  author  alike  of  human  nature,  and  of  the 
infinitely  gracious  covenant  by  which  that  nature  is  to  be  restored 
and  exalted.  In  like  manner,  only  still  more  clearly,  when  in 
that  eternal  covenant,  Christ  is  considered  as  the  head  of  all 
believers,  or  it  is  considered  as  being  manifested  in  time  as  a 
covenant  between  God  and  the  soul  of  the  believer ;  this  moral 
constitution  of  man,  deduced  not  only  from  his  own  intimate 
consciousness,  but  also  from  the  statements  of  God  concerning 
it  in  his  blessed  word,  must,  in  a  manner,  be  decisive  in  its  in- 
fluence on  the  infinite  remedy,  so  far  as  it  is  to  be  applied  to  his 
own  inner  life.  It  is  hardly  worth  while  to  discuss  questions 
which  seem  to  be  so  obvious.  I,  therefore,  content  myself  with 
repeating,  that  in  every  act  and  work  of  God,  he  respects,  in  the 
most  exact  manner,  every  other  act  and  work  of  his  ;  every  de- 
parture from  this  method  being  indeed  strictly  miraculous.  And 
as  to  his  covenant  dealings  with  man,  the  fundamental  principle 
on  which  they  all  proceed,  is  the  special  bestowment  of  new  and 
higher  mercies  :  and  the  specific  difference  between  God's  Cove- 
nants with  man,  considered  as  of  Works  and  of  Grace,  lies  in  the 
transcendent  mercy  of  the  way  in  which  grace  is  bestowed,  as 
well  as  in  the  transcendent  grace  itself.    It  is  under  the  light  of 
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[xaths  such  as  these^  that  whatever  conditions  and  obligations 
ne  annexed  to  the  Covenant  of  Redemption,  are  to  be  contem- 
plated ;  as  on  the  one  hand  they  are  exalted  in  their  relation  to 
the  glory  and  love  of  God,  and  on  the  other  magnified  in  their 
relation  to  the  sinner  they  would  save  and  advance.  The  idea 
3f  their  being  obstructions  which  the  sinner  must  overcome, 
difficulties  thrown  across  the  entrance  of  the  way  of  life,  is 
wholly  inconsistent  with  the  nature  and  objects  of  Bedemption, 
uid  wholly  subversive  of  our  hope  of  deliverance  thereby. 

3.  It  has  been  abundantly  shown,  that  if  God  had  not  made 
the  Covenant  of  Works  with  man,  every  duty  obligatory  on  man 
in  his  primeval  estate,  would  have  been  a  condition  of  life  :  and 
that  any  breach  of  any  obligation  imposed  on  him  by  that  estate 
sufficiently  grave  to  require  redress,  would  have  necessarily  for- 
feited the  favour  of  God,  Everywhere  under  the  dominion  of 
Grod,  obedience  and  life  go  together.  The  universal  obedience  of 
Edl,  in  all  things,  under  our  primeval  estate  ;  the  restricted  and 
covenanted  obedience  of  Adam,  under  the  Covenant  of  Works ; 
the  universal  and  covenanted  obedience  of  Christ,  under  the 
Covenant  of  Grace ;  and  the  new  obedience  of  the  elect  under 
the  same  covenant.  Everywhere  it  is  obedience  and  life.  Do 
and  live:  do  that  others  may  live:  do  that  sinners  may  live,  and 
living  may  do  in  Christ,  These  are  the  successive  forms  in  which 
the  universal  conception  of  obedience  and  life  is  developed  in 
the  word  of  Qtxl,  and  the  spiritnal  progress  of  man.  The  duty 
df  universal  obedience  unto  life  in  man's  first  estate,  or  that  of 
special  obedience  unto  life  under  the  Covenant  of  Works,  could 
be  no  clearer,  no  more  binding,  no  more  indispensable  to  the  re- 
ward, nor  its  breach  any  more  attended  by  loss  of  the  favour  of 
God  :  than  the  duty  of  the  new  obedience  under  the  Covenant 
of  Redemption,  and  the  loss  of  the  favour  of  the  Saviour  with- 
out it.  There  is  this  grand  difference,  that  Adam  fell,  and  that 
Christ  triumphed;  so  that  in  Adam  it  is  the  consequences  of  the 
breach  of  duty  that  we  encounter ;  while  in  Christ  it  is  the  con- 
sequences of  all  righteousness  fulfilled  that  we  encounter.  But 
ibis  instead  of  making  more  obscure  makes  more  clear,  the  obli- 
gation of  our  new  obedience  in  order  to  the  favour  of  the  Saviour, 
and  the  recovered  fevour  of  God,  and  therewith  our  recovered  and 
better  life  through  him.  And  so  with  relation  to  that  new  obe- 
diencei  and  in  order  to  our  fitness  for  it,  are  those  special  condi-^ 
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tioiis  and  obligations  of  the  Covenant  of  BedemptioD,  through 
which  our  ability  to  that  new  obedience  is  either  obtained  or 
manifested.  And  this  is  but  another  way  of  saying,  those  spe- 
cial conditions  and  obligations  are  with  relation  to  our  union  with 
Christ,  and  our  restoration  through  him  to  (}od;  and  are  in  order 
to  enjoy  and  manifest  that  union  and  that  restoration.  And  H 
no  such  special  obligations  and  conditions  were  annexed  by  Qod 
to  the  Covenant  of  Bedemption ;  what  would  occur  would  be, 
that  every  duty  and  every  obligation  of  man  under  that  covenant, 
would  become  a  condition  of  life  to  us,  under  it  That  is,  in 
effect,  the  Covenant  of  Grace  would  be  most  signally  changed  to 
our  total  undoing.  For  now,  by  means  of  these  special  condi- 
tions and  obligations,  we  are  so  united  to  Christ,  that  our  imper- 
fect obedience  is  accepted  on  account  of  his  perfect  obedience : 
whereas,  but  for  them,  our  new  obedience  would  have  to  be  per- 
fect in  all  things,  in  order  to  be  accepted. 

4.  Nor  does  it  alter  the  case  at  all,  under  either  covenant, 
that  man,  on  account  of  his  fallibility  under  one,  and  his  de- 
pravity under  the  other ;  stood  in  constant  need  of  divine  help, 
in  order  to  perform  the  special  duties  imposed  on  him,  as  condi- 
tions of  obtaining  the  blessings  held  forth  in  either  covenant 
For  he  needed  the  divine  aid,  under  both  covenants,  to  enable 
him  to  discharge  every  duty  possible  under  each  of  them,  as 
really  as  he  needed  it  to  perform  the  special  duties  designated  as 
special  conditions  of  them,  and  special  tests  of  his  condition  be- 
fore God.  His  dependence  on  God  is  absolute,  both  as  a  crea- 
ture merely,  and  as  a  sinful  creature.  His  moral  constitution, 
once  fallible  only,  is  now  fallen  :  but  it  is  otherwise  the  same 
moral  constitution.  Life  and  immortality,  now  brought  to  light 
in  a  new,  perfect,  and  glorious  form  by  the  Gospel  for  sinful 
men,  were  offered  to  be  confirmed  and  augmented  to  man  in  his 
estate  of  innocence.  The  grand  difference  is,  that  under  the 
first  covenant,  special  divine  aid  was  not  promised  and  was  not 
given,  and  therefore  fallible  man  did  not  discharge  the  special 
condition  of  that  covenant — ^but  fell :  while  under  the  second 
covenant  special  divine  aid  was  promised  and  is  given,  and 
therefore  fallen  man  does  discharge  the  especial  conditions  of  that 
covenant — and  is  restored.  And  the  whole  ground  of  this  differ- 
ence is,  that  the  first  covenant  was  one  of  Works,  while  the  sec- 
ond covenant  is  one  of  Grace  and  Bedemption.  I  have  explained 
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t  large,  in  another  place,  the  mercifal  natare  of  the  special 
^condition  of  the  first  covenant.   It  is  still  more  obvioiiB,  that  the 
ipccial  conditiOQa  of  the  second  coveoant,  namelyj  Repentaoce 
'toward  Grod,  and  Faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  are  moni- 
statioDe  of  divine  mercy  so  special  and  so  distinctj  that  with- 
out them  the   perdition  of  all  sinners  is  as  inevitable,  after  the 
blicatioQ  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace,  as  before.     It  is  by  deal- 
iBg  sim[>ly  and  thoroughly  with  the  great  truths  of  God,  and 
[eeping  before  our  minds  and  hearts  the  sublime  proportion  of 
ithj  that  we  escape  many  errors,  and  solve  many  difflculties, 
iiid  receive  light  and  comfort  as  we  walk  humbly  before  God. 

II. — 1.  The  Covenant  of  Redemptiuo  as  a  covenant  in  eter- 
Ity,  between  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  absolutely  con- 
ered ;  as  a  covenant  also^  in  which  all  the  redeemed  were  rep- 
uted by  the  Son  of  God,  their  covenant  head  ;  and  finally, 
a  covenant  between  God  and  the  soul  of  every  believer,  mani- 
sted  in  time  ;  has  been  already  very  carefully  set  forth.  And 
en  the  perfect  accordance  of  that  covenant,  in  whatever  light, 
th  our  own  intimate  spiritual  life,  nature,  and  convictions,  has 
n  exhibited  at  length.  Considered  more  especially  as  a  cove- 
Bant  between  God  and  the  soul  of  the  believer,  and  as  a  covenant 
in  which  our  divine  Redeemer  represented  all  the  elect  of  God  ; 
special  conditions  and  obligations  of  it,  concerning  which  we 
particularly  enquire,  assume  their  most  distinct  form.  And 
we  make  application  of  these  asjiects  of  it,  in  the  light  of  the 
great  truths  I  have  just  been  attempting  to  set  forth,  we  shall 
Bce  how  completely  it  is  the  foundation  of  our  hope,  and  how 
thoroughly  it  provides  for  our  salvation. 

2.  The  Scriptures  plainly  teach,  as  I  have  repeatedly  pointed 
that  there  are  two  grounds  of  separation  between  God  and 
souls,  and  two  things  required  in  us  in  order  that  we  may  be 
tored  to  the  favour  of  God,     Our  actual  transgressions,  in 
tught,  word,  and  deed,  terrible  us  they  are,  must  be  disposed 
in  such  a  manner  as  will  satisfy  divine  justice  :   and  while 
remain  as  they  are,  they  present  an  iusuperable  barrier 
tweeu  God  and  the  sinner.     Our  polluted  natures,  the  source 
all  actual  sins,  must  be  purified  ;  for  while  they  remain  as 
ley  are,  they  render  us  utterly  unfit  for  the  service  and  en- 
ymeat  of  God,     Here  are  the  two  terms  between  every  sin- 
,er  and  God ;  the  two  necessities  preliminary  to  any  possible 
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restoration  of  any  sinner  to  Qoi.  Now  how  it  is  that  Jesus 
Christ,  the  Mediator  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace,  removes  directly, 
by  his  own  satisfaction  for  as,  all  such  barriers  and  difficnl- 
ties  as  lie  in  our  actual  offences ;  and  how  by  the  purchase 
and  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  he  indirectly  removes  all  such  as  lie 
in  our  polluted  nature  ;  I  have  largely  explained  in  a  former 
Treatise.  And  how,  in  the  practical  application  to  us  by  the 
Holy  Ghost,  of  the  benefits  of  Christ's  whole  work  as  Mediator, 
we  are  led  on  from  one  degree  of  grace  and  strength  to  another, 
through  the  whole  Christian  experience  and  the  new  life,  to  end- 
less glory  and  blessedness ;  will  be  set  forth  in  order,  in  this 
Treatise.  The  point  immediately  before  us  is,  those  conditions 
of  the  Covenant  of  Redemption,  directly  responsive  to  our  actual 
and  our  original  sin,  our  practical  and  our  inward  pollution ; 
those  special  obligations  upon  us,  immediately  responsive  to  pai^ 
don  and  purification  ;  those  special  duties  under  the  Covenant  of 
Grace,  which  respond  to  the  special  duty  laid  on  Adam  under  the 
Covenant  of  Works  ;  those  special  graces  immediately  connected 
with  our  new  life  in  Christ,  which  are  analogous  to  the  special 
aid  which  would  have  been  given  to  man,  if  Adam  had  obtained 
the  promised  reward,  and  his  seed  had  obtained  it  in  him.  I 
have  already  said,  they  are  Faith  and  Bepentance. 

3.  The  Apostle  Paul,  in  his  solemn  and  final  appeal  to  the 
Elders  of  the  Church  at  Ephesus,  when  by  his  request  they  met 
him  at  Miletus,  as  he  went  up  bound  in  the  Spirit,  to  Jerusalem, 
to  encounter  bonds  and  afflictions  ;  plainly  told  them  that  he  had 
kept  back  nothing  that  was  profitable  unto  them,  but  that  show- 
ing and  teaching,  not  only  publicly  but  from  house  to  house,  that 
which  he  had  testified  both  to  the  Jews  and  also  to  the  Greeks, 
vms  Bepentance  toward  Ood,  and  Faith  toward  our  Lord  Je8U8 
Christ.^^  And  then  he  solemnly  adjured  them,  that  having  so 
taught,  he  was  pure  from  the  blood  of  all  men,  because,  said  he, 
I  have  not  shunned  to  declare  unto  you  all  the  counsel  of  God.f 
Faith  and  Bepentance,  therefore, — Bepentance  toward  God  and 
Faith  toward  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ — on  the  part  of  man,  sum- 
marily express  the  whole  counsel  of  Gk)d  concerning  our  salva- 
tion. These  are  the  grand  obligations  resting  on  man  under  the 
Covenant  of  Bedemption.    These  are  the  grand  conditions  of 

♦  Tj)v  iif  rdv  -Gedv  fieravoiaVf  Koi  niariv  t^v  he  tov  KVfHOv  ^Hv  'Ifjaow  Xpurrov. 
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that  covenant,  as  propounded  to  us  by  God.  Unless  these  con- 
ditions are  performed — unless  these  obligations  are  discharged, 
salvation  by  that  covenant  is  impossible  for  man.  By  that  cove- 
nanty  therefore,  they  who  never  were  sinners  cannot  be  saved ; 
for,  in  the  scriptural  sense,  they  can  exercise  neither  Faith  nor 
Bepentance.  It  is  not  the  righteous,  but  sinners,  whom  Jesus 
came  to  save.  In  like  manner,  the  unbelieving  and  the  impeni- 
tent, though  they  be  sinners,  cannot  be  saved.  It  is  the  precise 
and  explicit  purpose  of  God,  to  save  penitent  and  believing  sin- 
ners ;  and  this  is  perfectly  elemental  in  the  Covenant  of  Re- 
demption, and  in  the  way  of  its  practical  administration.  From 
the  commencement  of  the  ministry  of  John  the  Baptist,  onward 
through  all  ages,  the  cry  has  continually  sounded  in  the  ears  of 
lost  men — ^Bepent  ye.'  From  the  moment  that  Paul  and  Silas, 
in  the  jail  at  Philippi,  proclaimed  for  the  first  time  to  the  race 
of  Japhet,  the  Gospel  of  the  Grace  of  God,  every  soul  desiring  to 
know  what  it  must  do  to  be  saved,  has  received  for  answer,  Be- 
lieve on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  thou  shalt  be  saved,  and  thy 
house.*  And  Jesus  himself,  preaching  the  Gospel  of  the  King- 
dom, and  proclaiming  that  the  time  was  fulfilled  and  the  King- 
dom  of  God  at  hand,  laid  the  foundation  of  all  his  teaching,  and 
of  all  salvation  through  him — ^in  the  great  command.  Repent  ye 
and  Believe  the  Gospel  I^ 

IIL — 1.  Faith  and  Repentance,  it  is  necessary  to  observe,  oc- 
cupy a  double  position,  in  the  matter  of  our  salvation — and  per- 
form a  twofold  office  therein.  They  are  in  a  peculiar  sense,  not 
only  graces  themselves,  but  means  whereby  other  graces  exist  or 
grow ;  acts,  also,  of  the  soul — and  moreover  means  and  aids  to 
other  acts  of  the  soul,  and  therefore,  in  both  respects  duties. 
Being  graces  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  they  can  be  nothing  else  than 
exercises  of  the  renewed  soul ;  manifestations  of  the  new  life 
begotten  in  us  by  him,  even  the  life  of  the  second  Adam,  who 
was  a  quickening  spirit  and  the  Lord  from  Heaven, — of  which 
all  the  Redeemed  are  made  partakers.  And  in  this  respect  they 
partake  of  the  nature  of  every  christian  grace.  But  besides 
this,  as  we  derive  every  thing  through  Christ,  and  Faith  in  a  pe- 
culiar manner  unites  us  to  him,  and  has  a  peculiar  relation  to 
him  ;  it  becomes  the  means  by  which  all  that  Christ  bestows  on 
us  is  received.    In  like  manner,  as  we  receive  pardon  of  sin  from 

>llalt,iiL3.  •Acta.xviSL  •Mark,L16. 
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God,  together  with  all  that  is  immediately  in?olTed  tlteraD,  and 
BepentaDce  has  a  peculiar  relevancy  to  him  on  one  side,  and  to 
oar  sins  on  the  other ;  it  becomes  one  means  of  all  onr  growth  in 
grace  and  in  conformity  to  God.  These  functions  of  Faith  and 
Repentance  are  manifestly  different  from  those  which  they  both 
perform  when  we  consider  them  as  the  special  conditions  of  our 
being  Christians  at  all.  In  the  former  aspect,  they  will  both  he 
considered  carefully,  in  another  connection  ;  it  is  in  the  latter 
aspect  we  are  considering  them  now. 

•  2.  There  is  a  wonderful  analogy  in  all  these  mysteries  of 
grace.  In  the  two  Sacraments  of  the  Christian  Church — ^Bap- 
tism and  the  Lord's  Supper — we  have  represented,  by  the  former, 
our  cleansing  through  the  work  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  by  the 
latter,  our  pardon  and  acceptance  through  the  sacrifice  of  Christ 
And  this  pardon  and  purification,  as  I  have  before  shown,  are  all 
that  is  necessary  to  our  salvation.  In  like  manner,  in  the  two 
great  offices  of  the  Covenant  of  Redemption — namely.  Faith  and 
Repentance — we  have  set  before  us,  in  the  former,  the  only 
means  of  union  with  Christ,  whereby  alone  can  we  obtain  any 
grace  at  all — and  whereby  we  can  obtain  all  grace ;  and  in  tl^ 
latter  the  only  means  of  our  deliverance  from  sin,  either  outward 
or  inward,  either  original  or  actual.  Nothing  can  be  more  cer- 
tain, as  I  have  repeatedly  shown,  than  that  every  benefit  we  de- 
rive from  Christ  is  made  to  depend,  in  some  way,  on  our  Faith 
in  him  ;  while  all  pardon  of  sin  is  directly  connected  with  Re- 
pentance, and  all  increase  in  holiness  is  beyond  our  power,  ex« 
cept  as  we  see  and  hate  sin  on  one  side,  and  see  and  strive  after 
holiness  on  the  other.  And  thus  we  have  multiplied  corrobora- 
tions of  the  mystery  of  Godliness.  The  twofold  barriers  to  God, 
in  our  offences  and  our  pollution,  removed  in  our  pardon  and 
purification,  through  the  work  of  Christ,  and  the  work  of  the 
Spirit ;  and  all  this  set  forth  alike,  in  the  sacraments  of  the 
Covenant  of  Redemption,  whereby  its  benefits  are  signified  and 
sealed  to  believers ;  and  in  the  conditions  of  that  covenant  as 
they  are  held  forth  to  penitent  and  believing  sinners,  and  as  they 
are  actually  imparted  to  us,  in  proportion  as  these  great  condi* 
tions  are  fulfilled  in  us — these  great  obligations  discharged  by 
us.  An  infinite  order  and  fulness,  as  well  as  a  divine  simplicity 
and  power,  pervade  the  whole  counsel  of  God  for  our  recovery. 
And  though  the  carnal  mind  cherishes  only  enmity  to  the  things 
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of  the  Spirit,  and  though  flesh  and  blood  cannot  inherit  them  ; 
yet  the  renewed  sotd  that  is  docile  and  earnest,  will  find  cease- 
less comfort  and  strength,  as  it  advances  in  the  nearness  aod  the 
distinctness  of  its  vision  of  them. 

3.  Passing  bj  all  scholastic  distinctions,  the  faith  of  which  I 
speak  continnally,  is  Saving  Faith :  the  act  of  those  who  believe 
to  the  saving  of  the  souL*  The  object  of  it  is  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ."  The  rule  of  it  is  the  word  of  God."  The  author  of  it 
is  the  Holy  Ghost*  It  is  in  the  soul  of  man,  a  living  power,* 
which  works  by  love,*  which  purifies  the  heart,^  and  overcomes  the 
world. ^  And  the  aim  and  end  of  it  is  the  salvation  of  the  soul* 
Now  what  is' intended  to  be  asserted  is,  that  it  is  a  fundamental 
condition  of  the  Covenant  of  Redemption,  that  the  soul  of  fallen 
man  in  order  to  partake  of  its  benefits,  must  first  of  all  incur  the 
benefit  of  exercising  this  Faith  in  Jesus  Christ:  and  that,  under 
the  dispensation  of  divine  grace  in  Jesus  Christ,  it  is  the  duty 
of  all  men  to  possess  and  exercise  this  habit  of  the  soul. 

4.  In  like  manner,  passing  by  all  scholastic  distinctions,  the 
repentance  of  which  I  speak  continually,  is  Repentance  unto 
Life :  the  act  of  those  who  turn  unto  God,  sorrowing  for  their 
sin."  The  object  of  it,  is  God  himself,  whose  mercy  in  Christ 
Jesus,  the  penitent  apprehends."  The  author  of  it,  is  the  Holy 
Spirit."  The  rule  of  it  is  the  word  of  God,  in  all  that  it  has 
commanded  and  all  that  it  has  forbidden."  The  subject-matter 
of  it  is,  on  the  one  side,  ourselves  as  sinners,  and  all  our  sins, 
fix)m  which  we  turn  with  holy  hatred  ;  and  on  the  other,  every 
good  thing,  and  Gt)d  in  Christ  as  the  chief  good,  to  whom  we 
turn  with  set  purpose  of  heart  after  a  new  obedience.**  The 
fruits  of  it,  are  all  good  works.*"  And  the  end  and  aim  of  it,  are 
pardon,  acceptance  with  God,  and  eternal  life."  Now  what  is 
asserted  is,  in  this  as  in  the  preceding  case,  that  it  is  a  funda- 
mental condition  of  the  Covenant  of  Redemption,  that  the  soul 
of  fallen  man  in  order  to  partake  of  its  benefits,  must  first  incur 
this  benefit,  of  exercising  Repentance  toward  God,  along  with 
Faith  in  Jesus  Christ :  and  that  under  a  dispensation  of  divine 

*  Heb.,  X.  39.  •  Acts,  xx.  21.  »  Rom.,  x.  14,  17. 
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grace  in  Jesus  Christ,  it  is  the  daty  of  all  men  to  possess  this 
penitent,  as  well  as  the  preceding  believing  habit  of  the  souL 

5.  It  is,  as  I  have  already  said,  in  the  sense  of  the  second  of 
the  two  statements  annexed  to  both  of  the  two  immediately  pre- 
ceding paragraphs,  that  Faith  and  Repentance  are  to  be  specially 
contemplated  at  thb  point.  It  is  a  duty  which  we  owe  alike  to 
Gbd  and  to  our  own  souls,  to  repent  of  our  sins  and  to  forsake 
them  :  a  duty  perfectly  clear  in  itself,  on  the  ground  of  its  own 
evidences,  and  which  cannot  be  denied  without  denying  the  being 
of  Gk)d,  or  denying  the  moral  nature  of  man.  It  is  a  duty,  the 
n^lect  of  which  renders  salvation  simply  impossible,  if  by  sal- 
vation we  mean  any  thing  different  from  depravity.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  duty  of  honouring  and  obeying  Gx>d,  of  seeking 
his  favour,  and  regulating  our  conduct  according  to  his  will,  is 
also  perfectly  clear  upon  the  ground  of  its  own  evidences.  And 
while  it  is  neglected,  salvation,  if  it  means  any  thing  different 
from  alienation  from  God  and  unfitness  for  his  service,  is  incon- 
ceivable. It  is  apparent,  therefore,  that  if  the  Covenant  of  Ee- 
demption  had  failed  to  make  Repentance  toward  Gx>d  an  absolute 
condition  of  salvation  for  sinners,  that  omission  would  have  been 
inconsistent  with  the  nature  of  Gh)d,  of  man,  of  sin,  and  of  sal- 
vation, as  far  as  we  are  capable  of  understanding.  Except  ye 
repent,  said  Jesus,  ye  shall  all  likewise  perish.* 

6.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  all  men  under  a  dispensation  of 
divine  grace,  to  believe  in  the  Saviour  provided  by  Grod  for  their 
deliverance  from  sin  and  misery  ;  is  also,  of  itself  and  upon  the 
ground  of  its  own  evidences,  perfectly  clear.  In  this  case,  the 
obligation  resting  on  sinful  creatures  to  regulate  their  conduct  by 
the  will  of  the  Saviour ;  is  precisely  of  the  same  nature  as  the 
obligation  resting  on  man  considered  merely  as  the  dependent 
creature  of  God,  to  regulate  his  conduct  by  the  will  of  his  Crea- 
tor. But  it  is  sufficiently  plain  that  it  is  impossible  for  sinners 
to  regulate  their  conduct  by  the  will  of  a  Saviour,  while  they 
neither  obey  him,  trust  him,  nor  believe  in  him :  that  is,  it  is 
self-evidently  plain,  that  the  first  duty  of  a  sinner  is  to  believe 
unto  salvation  in  the  Saviour  whom  God  has  provided.  Just  as 
the  duty  of  Repentance  toward  God,  results  directly  from  the 
two  facts  that  there  is  a  God  and  that  man  has  sinned  :  so  the 
duty  of  Faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  results  directly  from  the 

^  Luke,  ziii.  3,  6. 
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two  facts  that  man  is  a  sinner  and  that  Christ  is  the  Saviour  of 
sinners.  And  to  have  omitted  to  make  this  first  duty  of  the 
sinner,  a  fundamental  condition  of  the  Covenant  of  Redemption, 
would,  as  far  as  we  can  understand,  have  utterly  subverted  the 
spiritual  system  of  the  universe  disclosed  to  us  in  nature  and  in 
providence,  revealed  to  us  in  the  word  of  God,  and  confirmed 
by  our  inner  life.  And  so  the  Lord  Jesus  has  said,  if  ye  be- 
lieve not  that  I  am  he,  ye  shall  die  in  your  sins.' 

7.  If  we  wiU  admit,  or  if  it  can  be  proved,  that  the  scriptural 
account  of  the  creation  and  fall  of  man  and  of  the  offer  of  sal- 
vation through  the  blood  of  Christ,  is  true  ;  then  the  condition 
of  man  as  a  sinner,  under  the  requirements  of  the  Gospel,  and 
the  condition  of  man  as  no  sinner  under  the  requirements  of  the 
Law,  is,  as  to  the  obligatory  force  of  those  conditions,  respectively, 
that  is,  as  to  the  nature  of  duty,  essentially  the  same  condition. 
The  Gospel  is  as  perfectly  suited  to  the  condition  of  fallen  man, 
as  the  Law  could  be  to  the  condition  of  unfallen  man.  The  whole 
question  is,  in  the  first  place,  whether  man  owes  any  obligation 
to  God  ;  and,  secondly,  whether,  admitting  that  he  does,  it  can 
be  a  conceivable  end  or  way  of  salvation  to  release  that  obliga- 
tion. St.  Paul  has  told  us  plainly  that  if  Faith  released  the 
obligation  of  man  to  God,  this  would  be  a  fatal  objection  ;  but 
that,  on  the  contrary,  Faith  establishes  that  obligation.*  It  is 
no  part  of  salvation  to  show  favour  to  sin — ^but  to  sinners  :  the 
very  height  and  object  of  that  salvation,  as  a  mercy  to  sinners, 
being  involved  in  their  complete  deliverance  from  sin.  But  it 
has  been  shown  that  the  sense  of  duty  in  man,  though  obscured 
and  depraved,  cannot  be  obliterated  without  destroying  his  ra- 
tional and  his  moral  nature — and  rendering  every  conception 
of  salvation  absurd  as  to  him.  It  remains,  therefore,  that  of  two 
possibilities  one  must  occur.  We  must  reject  the  way  of  salva- 
tion offered  in  the  Scriptures,  and  remitting  ourselves  to  Nat- 
ural Religion,  accept  the  only  provision  it  makes  for  sin — 
namely,  death :  or  we  must  accept  the  duties  of  Repentance 
toward  God,  and  Faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  as  unalterable 
conditions  of  salvation  for  sinners  through  the  Covenant  of  Re- 
demption. 

IV. — 1.  It  is  made  the  ground  of  a  cavil  that  we  are  not  able 
to  perform  these  conditions  and  discharge  these  obligations : 
*  John,  Titi.  24.  '      •  Bom^  Hi.  31. 
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and,  Btrangely  enough,  of  an  opposite  cavil,  that  we  are  ahk  to 
do  both.  The  first  cavil  is  in  order  to  deny  the  binding  force 
of  that  which  exceeds  our  ability:  the  second  cavil  is  in  order 
to  deny  the  supernatural  aid  whereby  ability  is  conferred  on  us. 
As  to  the  fitfit^  if  we  will  reflect  that  what  we  mean  by  oar 
inability,  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  our  depravity  ;  then  it  is 
tantamount  to  saying  that  depravity  is  in  its  own  nature  justifi- 
able ;  which  is  a  contradiction  in  terms.  As  to  the  second^  that 
which  we  boast  of  having  accomplished,  and  that  ability  in  our- 
selves by  which  it  was  achieved — whatever  it  may  be-— can  be 
neither  more  nor  less  than  the  natural  result  of  our  depraved 
powers;  but  if  this  can  be  truly  called  either  Bepentanoe  toward 
God  or  Faith  toward  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  then,  obviously,  the 
Covenant  of  Bedemption  is  wholly  insignificant.  Both  cavils 
are  founded  on  a  general  misconception  of  the  nature  of  sin :  to 
which  is  added,  in  the  first  one,  a  special  misconception  of  the 
nature  of  duty ;  and  in  the  second  one,  a  special  misconception 
of  the  nature  of  salvation.  A  sense  of  the  impotence  which  de- 
pravity begets,  is  inseparable  from  the  sense  of  depravity  itself: 
a  sense  of  the  reality  of  our  Faith  and  Bepentance  is  inseparable 
from  a  sense  of  self-abnegation  and  self-condemnation :  a  sense 
of  deliverance  from  the  wrath  of  Qod,  is  inseparable  from  the 
sense  of  a  new  illumination  and  a  new  life  within  us. 

2.  It  is  impossible  to  conceive  how  we  could  be  made  par- 
takers of  the  blessings  of  salvation,  otherwise  than  as  the  Scrip- 
tures propose,  without  producing  the  most  prodigious  results. 
For,  on  the  one  hand,  any  serious  change  in  the  nature  of  Qod, 
of  sin,  or  of  holiness,  would  make  what  we  now  call  God,  sin,  and 
holiness,  perfectly  immaterial  to  us,  and  us  to  them.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  any  change  in  us,  corresponding  to  the  change  just 
supposed,  so  as  to  bring  us  into  sympathy  with  that  new  state  of 
things :  would  separate  our  existence  into  two  portions  having  no 
relation  to  each  other,  would  destroy  our  personal  identity ;  and 
would  convert  all  God's  dealings  with  us  into  acts  of  mere  power, 
regardless  of  all  moral  distinctions.  So  that  whatever  imaginary 
difficulties  we  may  create  in  order  to  evade  the  necessity  of  Faith 
and  Bepentance  ;  the  insuperable  difficulty  is,  to  save  sinners  in 
any  other  way. 

8.  These  conditions  of  salvation,  then,  do  not  discharge  in 
any  degree,  the  infinite  dominion  of  God  over  us,  or  release  our 
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abflolnte  dependeooe  on  him ;  siaoe  the  fundaiDental  and  tmal- 
tanUe  lelation  we  bear  to  Urn  is  that  of  oreatoiea  to  their  Cre- 
ator. Nor  can  the  performanoe  of  theee  conditions  give  n»--4io 
matter  how  we  came  to  perform  them — any  strict  or  any  mexito- 
riona  chum  upon  Ood  tor  any  recompense  or  any  reward ;  becanse 
to  believe  what  is  infinitely  true,  to  regret  what  is  infinitely 
wrong,  to  embrace  infinite  mercy,  and  to  avoid  infinite  ruin, 
proves  notidng  except  that  he  who  so  acts  is  not  a  madman.  Nor 
are  these  conditions  of  such  a  nature,  that  they  either  preclude 
divine  assistance,  or  render  it  unnecessary,  in  order  to  their  peiw 
foimanoe.  Man,  when  fidlible,  needed  divine  assistance,  to  pre- 
vent his  ML  Ifatn,  when  fiiUen,  needs  divine  assistance,  in  order 
to  his  recoveiy.  The  creature  depends  upon  his  Creator — ^the 
sinoer  depends  upon  his  Saviour — every  dependent  being  needs, 
and  most  eternally  need,  each  according  to  his  kind,  divine  grace 
to  help  him  in  his  time  of  need.  But  this  of  which  I  constantly 
speak  is  the  Covenant  of  Grace  itself,  whereby  Bedemption  is 
provided  and  is  applied  to  fiillen  man.  And  so  close  is  the  oon- 
neotion  between  the  nature  and  exercises  of  the  human  soul,  and 
the  Boriptuial  account  of  the  creation,  fidl,  and  recovery  of  man, 
thai  the  pungent  exhibition  of  the  mystery  of  Godliness,  in  all 
the  power  and  flilness  thereof— though  it  be  foolishness  to  them 
that  perish,  yet  unto  them  which  are  saved,  it  is  the  power  of 
God.' 

4.  In  eveiy  part  of  this  great  subject  the  remotest  point  of 
our  enquiries  always  presents  the  most  serious  difficulty.  We 
come  always  to  the  same  profound  certainty  which  affects  every 
thing  ebe,  that  salvation  is  not  absolute  and  universal ;  to  the 
same  inscrotable  union  and  separation  of  the  finite  and  infinite, 
at  the  finmdation  of  all ;  to  the  same  tendency  to  opposing  re- 
sults, one  human  and  the  other  divine,  in  the  last  solution.  On 
the  other  hand,  nothing  could  be  more  immense  and  more  over- 
whelming, than  the  practical  demonstration  which  everywhere 
exists,  to  put  beyond  doubt  the  final  shape  of  those  truths  whose 
remotest  forms  may  so  perplex  us.  Without  one  single  excep- 
tion, every  human  soul  that  embraces  Jesus  Christ  as  its  Saviour, 
does  so  by  Faith  in  his  name — and  every  one  that  returns  to 
Ood,  does  so  by  Repentance  for  sin  ;  and  every  one  openly  and 
ioyfiilly  confesses  that  he  has  done  both,  through  divine  grace— 

*  1  Cor.,  L  IS. 


76  THB    KKOWLXDOB    Or    OOD.  [BOOK  I. 

and  yet  that,  bo  far  from  being  put  in  bondage  either  in  the  pro- 
cess or  the  result,  he  has  done  it  freely,  and  has  been  set  fiee 
therein.  On  the  other  hand,  every  human  soul  that  has  failed 
or  refused  to  believe  in  Jesus  Christ,  is  fully  sensible  that  Christ 
is  not  his  Saviour  ;  and  every  one  that  will  not  repent  <^  sin,  is 
fully  sensible  that  Christ  is  not  the  ground  of  whatever  hope  he 
may  suppose  he  has  before  Otod  ;  nor  is  one  of  them  able  to  sug- 
gest any  reason  why  Gtod  is  not  his  Qod,  and  Christ  his  Saviour, 
which  would  not  be  completely  removed  and  confuted  by  Faith 
and  Bepentance.  But  this,  in  its  whole  extent,  is  just  the  mani- 
festation of  what  Qod  has  said— just  the  universal  illustration  of 
the  truths  I  have  been  endeavouring  to  state,  to  classify,  and  to 
enforce.  Again  I  repeat,  the  whole  work  of  Qod  confirms  his 
word ;  and  our  nature  in  its  inmost  life,  and  our  reason  in  its 
utmost  power,  and  our  experience  in  its  whole  compass,  each  de- 
livers its  distinct  confirmation. 

5.  On  account  of  the  extreme  importance  of  the  matter,  it 
may  be  proper  to  note  in  a  special  manner,  how  complete  the 
means  are  which  Gk)d  has  provided  to  lead  men  to  Faith  and 
Bepentance.  Truth  is  the  very  aliment  of  the  soul ;  and  Grod 
has  made  the  belief  of  divine  truth,  made  known  by  himself, 
concerning  his  infinite  glory,  and  his  eternal  love  for  us,  and  con- 
cerning our  own  endless  blessedness  ;  the  very  point  in  which 
our  souls  embrace  Jesus  Christ,  and  pass  over  from  death  to  life. 
A  sense  of  our  blameworthiness  is  a  most  complete  and  pungent 
manifestation,  at  once  of  our  moral  nature  and  of  its  present  con- 
dition—^n  the  one  side  God  and  his  nature  and  dominion,  on  the 
other  our  creaturehood,  and  our  depravity  and  shame  therefor ; 
and  in  this  very  point  God  locates  the  first  movements  of  our 
discharge  from  the  bondage  of  the  law  of  sin  and  death,  and  of 
our  freedom  through  the  law  of  the  spirit  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus.' 
And  thus,  all  the  outward  means  of  grace  and  salvation,  by  which 
the  knowledge  of  ourselves  and  of  God  is  so  continually,  so  ur- 
gently, and  so  completely  delivered  to  our  rational  and  moral 
faculties ;  find  in  the  very  depths  of  our  nature,  the  very  con- 
ditions to  which  they  can  most  eflFectually  appeal.  According  to 
the  structure  of  our  nature,  and  the  character  of  the  means  used 
by  God,  how  is  it  possible  to  doubt,  that  the  result  which  ought 
to  follow  is,  that  we  believe  and  repent  ?    But  this  result  does 

>  Bom.,  Till  2. 
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not  follow.  And  the  result  which  does  follow,  so  long  as  we  are 
left  to  ourselves,  is  absolutely  incomprehensible,  except  as  we  ac- 
knowledge that  the  carnal  mind  is  enmity  to  G-od,  not  subject  to 
the  law  of  God,  neither  indeed  can  be.*  Wherefore,  there  can 
be  no  remedy  but  that  proclaimed  from  heaven,  namely,  that 
we  put  off  the  old  man,  which  is  corrupt ;  and  be  renewed  in  the 
spirit  of  our  mind  ;  and  put  on  the  new  man,  which  after  God  is 
created  in  righteousness  and  true  holiness.' 

>  Bo&L,  yiiL  7.  "  Eph.,  iv.  23-24. 


CHAPTER  V. 

THE  (ECONOMY  OF  THE  COVENANT  OF  REDEICFTIOSr. 

L  1.  TransitioQ  from  the  Objective  to  the  Sabjective  Consideratioa  of  the  Knowledge 
of  God. — 2.  Qeneral  appreciation  of  the  CEconomy  of  Grace. — 3.  Method  pio* 
posed  here — IL — 1.  The  Four  Estates  of  Man,  and  the  RelatioDS  of  the  two 
Covenants  thereto. — 2.  The  absolute  Unity  of  the  Way  and  Method  of  &alv»- 
tion,  under  all  Dispensations. — 3.  Divine  Grace,  through  the  Mediator.— 4.  Per- 
petual Development  thereof — 5.  Perpetual  Sufficiency  thereof — ^III. — L  The  E»> 
sence  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace. — 2.  Fundamental  points  of  Agreement  between 
the  Covenants  of  Works,  and  Grace. — 3.  Fundamental  points  of  Difference  be- 
tween them.^-4.  What  is  involved  in  this  comparison,  and  what  results  fiom  it — 
IV. — 1.  Gradual  disclosure  of  the  Covenant  of  KedemptioKL — 2.  Universal  piin- 
dpie  and  result  of  this  progress. — 3.  Unity  of  the  Counsel  of  God  and  of  the 
Essence  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace ;  variety  of  Dispensation. — ^V. — L  Dispenai- 
tions  of  the  (E^nomy  of  Redemption. — 2.  Our  own  posture  in  this  vast  admini»> 
tration,  perfectly  distinct — 3.  The  Adamic  Dispensation.^4.  The  Noecic  Di^wn- 
sation. — 6.  The  Old  World  and  the  New — ^Adam  and  Abraham,  oonnected  by 
Noah. — 6.  The  Abrahamic  Dispensation,  and  Covenant — 7.  The  Institittions  of 
Moses.— ^.  Their  career  and  their  catastrophe. — 9.  Christ :  the  Gospel  Chorcfa. — 
10.  The  Aiture  Dispensations  of  the  Covenant  of  Redemption. — 11.  The  natuie 
and  the  power  of  the  Knowledge  thus  attamable. 

I. — ^1.  The  aim  of  this  first  Book  of  this  Treatise  of  the  Enow- 
ledge  of  Gtoi  Subjectively  Considered,  is  to  point  oat  the  method 
by  which,  in  its  widest  sense,  the  objective  Knowledge  of  God 
becomes  subjective ;   the  relation  between  the  mere  outward 
knowledge  of  divine  things,  and  the  method  and  power  and  ef- 
fects of  that  divine  knowledge  in  the  soul  and  upon  the  life  of 
man.    The  preceding  chapters  might  perhaps  be  considered  as 
having  sufficiently  accomplished  that  purpose.    For  the  Cove- 
nant of  Grace  and  Bedemption,  which  is  the  expression  of  the 
whole  purpose  and  power  of  God  manifested  in  our  salvation,  has 
been  carefully  considered  in  its  nature,  its  relations,  and  its  force, 
up  to  the  point  of  the  effectual,  internal  application  of  its  bene- 
fits unto  and  within  the  soul  of  man :  to  which  we  might  now  pro-^ 
ceed.  That  is,  I  have  endeavoured  to  exhibit  the  first  utterance  bf 
God  of  the  existence  and  nature  of  this  covenant,  and  to  point  oat^ 
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the  influence  thereof  upon  the  catastrophe  produced  by  the  Fall 
of  Man,  and  the  entrance  of  sin  ;  then  to  state  as  clearly  as  I 
could,  the  origin,  the  object,  and  the  great  principles  and  truths 
of  this  covenant ;  then  to  disclose  the  intimate  relevancy  of  it  to 
our  own  intimate  nature,  and  to  our  fundamental  religious  ideas 
and  convictions  ;  and  then  to  exhibit  and  to  illustrate  the  unal- 
terable conditions  on  which  its  benefits  can  be  applied  to  fallen 
men,  and  the  corresponding  special  obligations  resting  on  them. 
What  would  immediately  follow  would  be  the  exhibition  of  sal- 
vation in  the  human  soul,  in  the  actual  present  posture  of  grace 
on  one  side,  and  man  on  the  other. 

2.  It  occurs,  however,  that  the  actual  present  posture  both 
of  divine  grace  and  of  sinful  men,  with  respect  to  salvation 
through  the  Covenant  of  Redemption,  is  related  in  a  manner  so 
intimate,  to  all  that  has  gone  before,  and  to  all  that  is  to  follow, 
touching  both  the  development  of  grace  and  the  career  of  man  ; 
that  a  right  understanding  of  the  actual  and  present,  is  greatly 
promoted  by  a  clear  perception  of  the  relation  of  that  present  to 
the  past  even  to  the  beginning,  and  to  the  future  even  to  the 
end.  The  administration  of  the  Covenant  of  Redemption  has 
been  an  immense  and  continual  development  of  the  grace  of  Qtod 
in  the  salvation  of  fallen  men  ;  and  the  point  at  which  our  race 
now  stands  is  one  of  rest,  so  to  speak,  in  that  gprand  progress,  and 
we  have  reached  it  only  after  incurring  the  whole  force  of  divine 
providence  up  to  this  point.  And  before  us,  both  in  grace  and 
in  providence,  both  in  time  and  in  eternity,  are  other  immense 
developments,  other  immense  cycles.  It  is  nothing  that  these 
rests  are  long  or  short,  compared  with  each  other,  whether  in  the 
past  or  in  the  future  ;  they  all  influence  each  other — they  are  all 
parts  of  one  whole  ;  and  some  insight  into  all  of  them,  into  their 
relations  to  each  other,  and  into  the  grand  whole  they  all  make 
up,  is  necessary  to  the  clear  knowledge  of  any  part ;  as,  for  ex- 
ample, the  part  now  appertaining  to  us,  and  in  connection  with 
which  we  must  be  saved,  or  must  perish.  It  is  this  total  admin- 
istration of  divine  grace  in  its  whole  progress,  and  in  its  whole 
connection,  which  I  call  the  (Economy  of  the  Covenant  of  Be- 
dempiionj  and  whose  general  appreciation  seems  to  be  the  neces- 
ftary  conclusion  of  the  foregoing  chapters  of  this  Book,  and  to 
be  necessarily  preliminaiy  to  the  exhibition,  in  the  next  Book, 
of  the  work  of  salvation  within  us. 


80  THE    KKOWLEDOX   Or    OOD.  [BOOK  L 

8.  In  attempting  to  sketch  in  a  yery  narrow  compass,  an  oat- 
line  80  vast,  in  which  questions  so  immense  occupy  an  area  ex- 
tending from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  time — and  stretching 
both  ways  into  eternity ;  it  behooves,  not  only,  that  we  walk 
very  carefully  in  the  light  of  God,  but  that  every  step  be  taken 
very  humbly  before  him«  Recognizing  the  whole  as  a  manifes- 
tation of  God,  I  have  exhibited  aspects  of  it,  more  or  less  exten- 
sive, in  various  parts  of  the  Treatise  of  The  Knowledge  of  Ood 
Oljectively  Considered;  and  especially  in  the  Fourth  Book  of 
that  Treatise,  which  is  devoted  expressly  to  the  consideration  of 
those  manifestations  of  G^  whereby  all  our  knowledge  of  him 
is  obtained.  I  have  occupied  a  considerable  portion  of  the  chap- 
ters which  treat  of  Divine  Providence,  of  the  New  Creation,  and 
of  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  with  various  illustrations  of  this  great 
topic.  What  I  shall  further  say  will  be  in  the  way  of  completing 
and  generalizing  the  subject,  with  special  reference  to  its  use  in 
this  place  ;  praying  the  reader  who  will  honour  me  so  fiftr,  to  ex- 
amine what  I  have  advanced  in  the  chapters  just  alluded  to. 

II. — 1.  The  condition  of  man  is  ropresented  to  us  in  the 
Scriptures  in  a  fourfold  aspect.  His  original  condition  was  per- 
fect, but  fallible  ;  in  which  our  first  paronts  alone  existed — and 
from  which  they  fell  by  transgression.  By  that  fall  the  whole 
race  came  into  its  second  condition,  which  is  one  of  weakness  and 
depravity  ;  in  which  it  underlies  the  sentence  of  God  pronounced 
at  the  fall,  and  awaits  the  final  sentence  of  the  great  day.  The 
third  condition  of  man  is  one  of  begun  recovery ;  regenerated 
and  partially  sanctified  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  enjoying  onion 
and  communion  with  the  Saviour  Christ  Jesus  ;  which  condition 
is  not  imiversal  of  all  men — but  only  of  all  penitent  and  believing 
sinners.  The  fourth  condition  of  man  is  one  of  perfect  restoration 
and  eternal  glory  and  blessedness ;  which  is  the  final  estate,  not  of 
all  men,  but  only  of  just  men  made  perfect,  through  the  complete 
fruition  of  God  in  Christ.  The  impenitent  and  the  unbelieving 
perish  in  their  sin — endless  perdition  being  the  final  condition  of 
ungodly  men.  The  original  condition  of  fallible  perfection,  was 
the  one  to  which  the  Covenant  of  Works  applied  ;  and  the  object 
of  that  covenant  was  to  relieve  man  from  the  peril  arising  from 
the  fallibility  of  his  naturo,  to  invest  the  human  race  with  the 
absolute  possession  of  a  life  at  once  perfect  and  immortal,  and  to 
secure  to  it  the  perpetual  augmentation  of  glory  and  blessedness 


CHAP,  y.]  CBOOKOMY    OF    BEDEMFTIOK.  81 

thereio.  Tfao  Covenant  of  Grace  applies  to  the  second  condition 
of  man,  namely,  to  his  fallen,  weak,  and  depraved  condition ; 
and  its  object  is  to  restore  man,  through  a  Saviour,  and  by  means 
of  a  new  creation,  to  the  image,  the  service,  and  the  enjoyment 
of  God  in  this  life,  and  to  the  complete  and  endless  firuition  of 
him  in  a  better  life  to  come.  It  has  therefore  no  relation  to  man 
except  as  he  is  considered,  first,  in  his  sins,  then  as  penitent  and 
believing,  then  as  carried  forward  through  his  new  life  to  his  im- 
mortal inheritance.  Grace  and  glory  for  fallen  men,  are  the  sum 
of  its  proposals. 

2.  However  various  the  aspects  of  God's  merciful  dealings 
with  sinful  men  may  seem,  there  never  was  but  one  divine  way 
of  salvation  revealed  ;  and  there  never  was  but  one  divine  method 
of  making  that  way  of  salvation  effectual.  That  method  always 
was  and  needs  must  be,  as  it  regarded  man,  by  divine  assistance 
through  divine  love  ;  granting  to  us  pardon  for  our  sins  on  ac- 
count of  the  satisfaction  of  Christ,  and  renewing  our  uature  by 
the  Holy  Ghost,  so  that  we  might,  by  Faith,  accept  the  right- 
eousness of  Christ  imparted  us,  and  by  Bepentance  turn  from 
Satan  unto  Gxxl.  Any  thing  short  of  this  would  leave  salvation 
wholly  out  of  our  reach;  while  any  thing  essentially  different 
from  it  would  be  wholly  inapplicable  to  our  condition.  The 
divine  way  of  salvation  to  which  this  divine  method  appertains, 
the  fruit  of  infinite  beneficence,  wisdom,  and  power — always  was 
and  needs  must  be,  by  the  incarnation,  the  obedience  and  sacri- 
fice, and  the  glorious  resurrection  and  ascension  of  the  Son  of 
Gkxl ;  and  by  the  application  to  us  by  the  Holy  Ghost  of  all  the 
benefits  of  the  work  of  Christ,  secured  to  us  in  the  Covenant  of 
Redemption ;  and  as  a  consequence,  our  deliverance,  restoration, 
and  endless  perfection  and  blessedness.  Therefore  the  whole 
administration  of  the  Covenant  of  Bedemption  necessarily  em- 
braces all  that  God  has  yet  done,  and  all  that  he  will  ever  do,  in 
the  way  of  grace  and  glory  for  fallen  men.  There  never  was  any 
way  of  salvation  for  sinners,  but  through  a  Mediator  ;  there 
never  was,  nor  will  be,  but  one  Mediator  between  God  and  men  ; 
and  the  man  Christ  Jesus,  is  that  Mediator.' 

3.  Whatever  is  unto  salvation,  under  whatever  aspect,  at 
whatever  period,  and  by  whatever  raeans^  is  therefore  of  mere 
grace :   yea,  free,  sovereign,  ej£cacious,  special,  eternal  grace. 

>  1  Hhl,  il  5. 
VOL.  n.  6 
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progresB  of  its  own  ;  is  that  wherein  its  own  nature  and  nnity 
consist.  For  what  it  prorided  was  always  the  same  eternal  life, 
under  the  same  peculiar  form  of  life,  namely,  that  of  fidlen  men 
restored  to  the  lost  image  of  6od«  And  the  way  in  which  this 
was  provided  was  always  through  a  Mediator  between  Cbd  and 
fallen  men,  and  always  through  the  same  Mediator,  to  wit,  Im- 
manuel — ^the  Messiah  of  the  Jewish  Scriptures — the  Christ  of 
the  Christian  Scriptures — ^the  author  and  the  giver  of  that  eter- 
nal life.  And  the  method  by  which  that  eternal  life  was  always 
bestowed  on  fallen  men,  was  in  that  they  were  divinely  enabled 
and  inclined  to  exercise  Repentance  toward  Grod,  and  Faith 
toward  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  However  various  may  be  the 
manifestations  of  this  covenant,  however  distinct  its  successive 
dispensations,  or  however  wide  the  difference  between  the  first 
and  the  last  aspect  of  its  vast  (Economy ;  its  absolute  oneness 
cannot  be  disputed,  when  the  same  grace  reigned,  the  same  sal- 
vation is  propounded,  the  same  Savioar  is  held  forth,  the  same 
method  of  union  with  him  is  exhibited  for  the  rescue  of  the  same 
fallen  race,  throughout. 

2.  The  most  fundamental  points  of  agreement  between 
these  two  covenants  may,  perhaps,  be  stated  in  the  following 
manner : 

(a)  Both  of  them  are  the  product  of  divine  wisdom  and 
love,  and  are  addressed  with  divine  authority  and  power  to  the 
particular  conditions  of  human  nature,  which  they  respectively 
contemplate :  while  both  of  them  were  proofs  of  infinite  con- 
descension on  the  part  of  God,  and  proposed  unspeakable  and 
eternal  mercies  to  man. 

(b)  Both  of  them  propose  an  identical,  and  peculiar  method 
on  the  x)art  of  God,  of  dealing  with  his  creature  man  ;  a  method 
we  express  by  the  word  Covenant,  Whereby  God,  in  order  to 
confirm  and  augment  the  blessedness  of  man  before  he  fell,  and 
in  order  to  restore,  increase,  and  perpetuate  that  blessedness  afler 
man  had  fallen  ;  propounded  to  man  the  attainment  of  an  in- 
finite reward,  upon  conditions  which,  while  they  were  obligatory 
on  Gtod,  were  so  full  of  goodness  to  man,  that  nothing  could  pre- 
vent his  reaping  the  promised  reward,  except  deliberate  rejection 
*of  his  Creator  before  the  fall,  and  deliberate  rejection  of  his  Sa- 
viour after  the  fall. 

V  (c)  And  as  touching  these  conditions  themselves,  both  cov- 
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cred,  was  as  really  administered  as  it  was  duriog  the  personal 
^iniatry  of  Chri«t,  or  is  now/     The  Saviour  promised  to  Adam, 
ras  the  same  Saviour  promised  luore  explicitly  to  Abraham,  to 
[oseB,  and  to  all  the  Prophets  ;  the  same  who  was  crucified 
mder  Pontius  Pilate,  who  is  now^  preaclicd  unto  the  Gentiles, 
ind  who  w^ill  judge  the  world  in  righteousness.     It  also  follows 
fof  necceissity,  and  the  Scriptures  expressly  teach,  that  however 
[the  administration  of  the  covenant  may  have  varied,  from  period 
po  period,  in  its  outward  application  to  the  elect ;  yet,  under 
Bvery  Buccessive  dispensation  of  it,  the  means  provided  were  suf- 
Icient  and  effectual  for  the  comfort  and  salvation  of  those  who 
[received  them,  under  whatever  iomij  imd  iu  whatever  stage  of 
Ihe  divine  (Economy.*     For  the  Spirit  of  God  was  always  iu  the 
[Church  of  God,  and  with  the  redeemed  of  God,  making:  effectual 
Application  of  the  existing  means  of  grace  to  the  souls  of  all  be- 
iievers.*    Nor  must  it  be  overlooked,  tliat  the  extraordinary  deal- 
ings of  God  with  his  people,  in  the  way  of  divine  guidance  and 
lupport,  were  always  great  and  striking  in  jiroportion  as  ttie  ordi- 
nary means  of  grace  existing  under  the  particular  dispensation 
vere,  as  compared  with  other  means  of  grace,  either  small  or  ob- 
cure.     Nothing  is  more  striking  than  this  :  and  we  need  only 
tcompare  carefully  the  present  condition  of  the  Church  in  these 
gpects,  with  lis  condition  under  any  former  dispensation,  to 
^appreciate  the  importance  of  the  truth  stated. 

IU- — 1,  The  whole  CEconomy  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace  thus 

ontemplated,  suggests  two  aspects  Tvhich,  taken  together,  pre- 

it  for  our  considemtion  a  complete  outline  of  it.     The  firat  of 

these  exhibits  the  covenant  considered  iu  its  essence,  in  its  analogy 

nth  the  Covenant  of  Works ;  and  discloses  to  us  the  agreement, 

ad  the  difference  between  the  two — and  therein  the  nature  and 

the  state  of  man  under  each.     The  second  opens  before  us  the 

[wbole  progress  and  development  of  God's  mercy  unto  the  salva- 

[tion  of  fallen  men,  under  all  the  succesflive  dispensations  of  the 

[Covenant  of  Redemption ;  and  flirnishes  us  with  the  means  of 

r appreciating  distinctly  our  actual  position  in  this  divine  admin- 

[38tmtion<     What  is  meant  by  the  essence  of  this  covenant, 

[which   on  one   side  is  to  be  compared  with  the  Covenant  of 

f Works,  and  on  the  other  side  is  to  be  traced  through  a  manifold 


*  Rom.,  iv.  2 ;  Giil,  iii.  7-14. 

*  Mjtij  viii,  50 ;  1  Oor.,  x,  1-4. 
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progress  of  its  own  ;  is  that  wherein  its  own  nature  and  nnity 
consist.  For  what  it  provided  was  always  the  same  eternal  life, 
under  the  same  peculiar  form  of  life,  namely,  that  of  fallen  men 
restored  to  the  lost  image  of  God.  And  the  way  in  which  this 
was  provided  was  always  through  a  Mediator  between  God  and 
fallen  men,  and  always  through  the  same  Mediator,  to  wit,  Im- 
manuel — ^the  Messiah  of  the  Jewish  Scriptures — the  Christ  of 
the  Christian  Scriptures — the  author  and  the  giver  of  that  eter- 
nal life.  And  the  method  by  which  that  eternal  life  was  always 
bestowed  on  fallen  men,  was  in  that  they  were  divinely  enabled 
and  inclined  to  exercise  Bepentance  toward  Grod,  and  Faith 
toward  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  However  various  may  be  the 
manifestations  of  this  covenant,  however  distinct  its  successive 
dispensations,  or  however  wide  the  difference  between  the  first 
and  the  last  aspect  of  its  vast  (Economy ;  its  absolute  oneness 
cannot  be  disputed,  when  the  same  grace  reigned,  the  same  sal- 
vation is  propounded,  the  same  Savioar  is  held  forth,  the  same 
method  of  union  with  him  is  exhibited  for  the  rescue  of  the  same 
fallen  race,  throughout. 

2.  The  most  fundamental  points  of  agreement  between 
these  two  covenants  may,  perhaps,  be  stated  in  the  following 
manner: 

(a)  Both  of  them  are  the  product  of  divine  wisdom  and 
love,  and  are  addressed  with  divine  authority  and  power  to  the 
particular  conditions  of  human  nature,  which  they  respectively 
contemplate :  while  both  of  them  were  proo&  of  infinite  con- 
descension on  the  part  of  God,  and  proposed  unspeakable  and 
eternal  mercies  to  man. 

(b)  Both  of  them  propose  an  identical,  and  peculiar  method 
on  the  x)art  of  God,  of  dealing  with  his  creature  man  ;  a  method 
we  express  by  the  word  OovenarU.  Whereby  God,  in  order  to 
confirm  and  augment  the  blessedness  of  man  before  he  fell,  and 
in  order  to  restore,  increase,  and  perpetuate  that  blessedness  after 
man  had  fallen ;  propounded  to  man  the  attainment  of  an  in- 
finite reward,  upon  conditions  which,  while  they  were  obligatory 
on  God,  were  so  full  of  goodness  to  man,  that  nothing  could  pre- 
vent his  reaping  the  promised  reward,  except  deliberate  rejection 

^of  his  Creator  before  the  fall,  and  deliberate  rejection  of  his  Sa- 
viour after  the  fall 

.  (c)  And  as  touching  these  conditions  themselves,  both  cov- 
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CDants  a^ree  in  this,  that  the  head  of  those  to  be  benefitted 
under  each,  to  wit,  Adam  under  the  first,  and  Christ  under  the 
second,  so  stood  for  and  represented  them,  that  the  triumph  or 
fiEdlure  of  that  head  should  be  decisive  concerning  every  one  he 
represented.  Upon  this  great  and  identical  principle  the  condi- 
tion and  the  reward  of  the  first  covenant,  to  wit,  perfect  obedi- 
ence and  endless  perfection,  became  by  its  breach  by  Adam  utterly 
impossible  under  it;  and  the  conditions  and  reward  of  the  second 
covenant,  to  wit.  Faith  and  Bepentance,  and  salvation  as  the  re- 
sult, became  infallibly  certain  by  the  execution  of  it  by  Christ. 

(d)  Both  of  them  demanded  on  the  part  of  the  creature  a 
righteousness  that  would  satisfy  a  divine  law  and  a  holy  God  ; 
and  both  of  them  required  the  same,  and  a  peculiar  kind  of 
righteousness,  to  wit,  that  which  is  manifested  by  the  perfect 
love  of  God  and  of  our  neighbour.  And  both  of  them  proposed 
to  secure  to  every  one  represented  in  them  respectively,  the  abso- 
lute certainty  of  possessing  this  righteousness  in  a  peculiar  and 
an  identical  manner,  to  wit,  by  means  of  their  union  with  him 
who  was  their  head.  On  the  one  hand,  having  the  righteousness 
of  Adam,  had  he  stood,  imputed  to  them  ;  on  the  other  hand, 
having  the  righteousness  of  Christ  imputed  to  them.  In  like 
manner,  on  the  one  hand  having  the  righteousness  of  Adam's 
nature,  had  he  stood,  inherited  by  means  of  a  natural  genera- 
tion ;  on  the  other  hand  having  the  righteousness  of  Christ 
wrought  in  them,  by  means  of  supernatural  regeneration.  In 
both  inst'^.nces,  the  righteousness  to  be  obtained  by  the  head 
under  each  covenant,  and  to  be  manifested  as  above  set  forth, 
was  a  divine  righteousness  in  this,  namely,  that  it  was  the  right- 
eousness of  perfect  conformity  to  a  divine  law. 

(c)  Both  covenants  proposed  to  deal  with  men  in  two  ways, 
very  dissimilar  in  themselves  and  extremely  difficult  to  be  per- 
fectly reconciled  with  each  other  ;  yet  both  absolutely  inherent 
in  the  nature  of  man  and  of  both  covenants.  That  is,  they  pro- 
posed to  deal  with  men  considered  as  a  race — which  they  are  ; 
and  also  considered  as  individual  persons,  which  they  are.  Both 
of  them  in  the  development  of  this  double  aspect  of  humanity, 
and  of  the  divine  mode  of  dealing  with  it  by  covenant;  provided, 
as  has  been  shown,  a  common  head.  In  each  of  them  successively 
our  destiny  as  a  race  was  so  decided,  as  that  our  personal  respon- 
sibility was  nevertheless  secured,  and  our  individual  fi:eedom  pre- 
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served.  If  we  were  to  conceive  of  either  covenaat  as  annihilatiDg 
the  total  influence  of  the  other,  in  that  case  the  reign  of  one — 
either  one — would  be  absolute  and  universal :  all  saved— or  aD 
lost.  Except  in  that  way,  we  cannot  conceive  of  any  other  re- 
sulty  than  a  mixed  one,  founded  upon  the  existence  of  both 
covenants,  and  upon  their  peculiar  and  identical  manner  of  con- 
templating and  dealing  with  humanity. 

(/)  In  effect,  therefore,  both  covenants  agree  in  this  also, 
that  neither  of  them  had  an  absolute  and  universal  efficacy,  unto 
a  specific  result.  To  a  certain  intent  both  of  them  bad  :  to  a 
certain  intent  neither  had.  They  limit  each  other — ^in  a  peculiar 
way,  difficult  to  express,  but  practically  perfectly  obvious. 
Through  Adam — ultimately — some  men — ^not  all  men — ^perish  : 
through  Christ — ^ultimately — some  men — not  all  men — are  saved. 
As  there  is  but  one  human  race,  and  that  determinate  before 
God  in  the  total  number  of  its  individuals :  the  saved  and  the 
lost  are  its  two  factors — each  diminishing  the  whole  by  its  own 
amount ;  each  representing  the  finality  of  one  covenant  in  the 
respect  now  considered.  On  the  other  hand,  it  will  be  forever 
true  that  all  men  were  once  sinners,  and  the  whole  of  our  uni- 
verse polluted  ;  and  it  will  be  equally  true  that  in  a  certain  sense 
the  whole  univei-se  will  be  retrieved  from  sin,  and  that  death 
itself  shall  die.  Still  the  universality  is  peculiar,  and  is  respon- 
sive in  both  cases.  But  these  mysteries  are  very  high,  and  should 
be  handled  with  the  dread  of  God  upon  us. 

3.  The  most  fundamental  points  of  difference  between  the 
two  covenants,  may,  perhaps,  be  stated  as  follows  : 

(a)  As  the  conditions  of  humanity  to  which  the  two  cove- 
nants were  respectively  addressed  were  wholly  different,  the  im- 
mediate object  of  them,  respectively,  was  also  different  The 
first  covenant  found  man  perfect,  but  fallible  ;  and  what  it  im- 
mediately proposed  was  to  deliver  him  from  the  peril  of  that  fal- 
libility, and  to  confirm  and  augment  forever  his  existing  perfec- 
tion. The  second  covenant  found  man  fallen  and  depraved  ;  and 
its  immediate  object  was  to  extricate  him  from  his  condition  of 
ruin,  and  from  the  endless  perdition  to  which  he  was  hastening ; 
and  to  confer  on  him  endless  glory  and  felicity,  by  restoring  him 
in  this  life  to  the  lost  image  of  God  through  a  new  creation,  and 
by  bringing  him  through  death  and  the, resurrection  to  an  im- 
mortal existence  with  G^d. 
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(6)  They  necessarily  differed  in  the  way  of  accomplkbing  their 
object  respectively,  Thouj^h  it  was  unto  life,  and  through  divine 
goodness,  and  hy  way  of  covenaDt,  in  both  iostiiticos  ;  ia  tUe  fii'st, 
it  was  from  God  to  his  creature  who  was  already  perfect,  in  the 
second  from  God  to  his  creature  fallen  frooi  his  perfL^ction  and 
wholly  depraved.  The  whole  way  of  the  tii*st  covenant,  tliere- 
tbre,  was  through  the  headship  of  a  mere  man ;  while  the  whole 
way  of  the  second  was  through  the  headship  of  the  God-man. 
The  way  of  the  tirst  was  thoroughly  natural  ;  the  way  of  the 
second  was  thoroughly  supernaturah  And  this  is  u  difference 
stupendous  in  itself,  aod  decisive  throughout, 

{c)  They  differed,  utterly,  in  the  inherent  force  of  each,  and 
thereby,  in  the  result  to  which  e^ch  tended.  The  exact  execu- 
in  of  each  would  produce  precisely  that  to  which  it  was  coinpe- 
itit — no  more,  no  less.  But  the  firat  had  in  Adam  uo  resources 
except  such  as  existed  in  human  nature,  perfect  but  foUiblo ; 
while  the  second  had  in  Christ  all  the  resources  ever  possible  in 
humau  nature— and  all  the  resources  of  the  divine  nature  be- 
sides*  To  say  the  very  least,  the  first  tended  to  failure  as 
Btrongly  as  to  success ;  for  it  actually  failed,  and  that,  as  far  as 
we  know,  under  the  first  t\"mptation.  Nor,  according  to  any  mode 
of  judging,  competent  to  human  reason,  or  revealed  to  us  by 
G^l,  are  we  able  to  understand  how  such  a  covenant  could  have 
avoided  the  equal  hazard  of  failure  at  every  trial,  and  therelbre, 
apparently,  failure  at  last.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  wholly  in- 
conceivable how  the  second  could  fail :  and  the  Scriptm-cs  plainly 
tell  us,  it  cannot. 

{(I)  The  first  covenant  was  founded,  so  to  speak,  upon  what 
was  already  known  to  man,  either  as  written  cm  his  heart  by  God, 
or  aa  added  in  the  great  acts  of  God  toward  man  in  his  primeval 
state,  anterior  to  the  existence  of  this  covenant ;  to  which  its 
own  explicit  and  merciful,  but  brief  statements,  were  added. 
But  it  neither  promised,  nor  provided,  nor  gave  any  additional 
strength  to  any  who  might  seek  to  perform  its  conditions  and 
reap  its  reward.  The  second  covenant  in  its  whole  foundation 
and  c<"jnjpa8s  propounds  a  new  creation  for  man — an  additional 
revelation  to  man,  every  part  of  which  is  of  transcendent  import 
to  hinu  and  for  the  boundless  glory  of  God.  And  this  covenant 
promises,  provides,  and  gives  to  every  one  who  seeks  to  perform 
its  conditions,  and  reap  its  rewards,  all  graco^  and  light,  and 
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strength,  for  every  time  of  need.  And  the  divine  revelation 
which  discloses  it,  is  so  completely  the  power  of  God  unto  salva- 
tion to  every  one  that  believeth,  that  the  very  sum  of  the  cove- 
nant is,  that  Ood  will  he  their  God,  and  that  they  shall  be  his 
people.* 

{e)  The  first  covenant  secured  to  ns  life,  upon  condition  that 
retaining  the  righteousness  we  had  already,  we  should  first  secure 
the  additional  righteousness  to  be  obtained  by  the  further  perfect 
obedience  required  in  it.  The  second  covenant  secures  to  us 
both  life  and  the  righteousness  required  in  order  thereto  ;  it  does 
this  while,  having  no  righteousness  of  our  own,  we  were  dead  in 
sin  ;  it  does  it  by  making  the  obedience  of  faith,  instead  of  any 
perfect  obedience  of  our  own,  the  method  of  the  righteousness 
which  Qod  accepts."  United  in  a  Covenant  of  Works,  with 
our  covenanted  and  natural  head — ^who  was  a  mere  man — ^we 
can  be  made  partakers  of  nothing  higher  than  his  estate,  and 
can  be  made  partakers  of  a  righteousness  like  Us  only  in  our 
perfect  obedience.  United  in  a  Covenant  of  Graoe  with  our 
covenanted  and  supernatural  head,  who  is  the  Lord  from  heaven, 
we  are  made  partakers  of  his  grace  and  his  glory,  through  no 
righteousness  at  all  of  our  own,  nor  through  any  obedience  of 
ours,  except  that  of  faith  ;'  but  through  the  righteousness  of 
God,  by  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  unto  all,  and  upon  all  them  that 
believe.* 

(/)  As  these  two  covenants  relate  to  sin  and  to  sinners,  the 
difference  between  them  is  absolute.  The  first  revealed  sin  and 
rebuked  it,  and  left  sinners  to  endure  its  fearful  penalty ;  the 
second  reveals  the  pardon  of  sin  and  the  deliverance  of  sinners, 
through  the  Mediator,  whom  it  provides.  The  one  is  a  dispen- 
sation of  wrath  and  death  to  fallen  men  ;  the  other  is  a  dispen- 
sation of  grace,  mercy,  peace,  and  eternal  life  even  to  the  chief 
of  sinners.  The  one  has  no  remedy  for  any  sin — ^but  death  ; 
the  other  glories  most  of  all,  that  it  is  able  to  save  to  the  uttei^ 
most  all  who  come  to  God  by  Jesus  Christ.  The  one  grounds  aU 
its  proceedings  against  every  one  who  underlies  its  terrible  pen- 
alty, upon  the  personal  condition  of  the  culprit,  individually 
considered ;  the  other  grounds  every  thing  upon  Christ  alone,  and 
upon  the  personal  condition  of  each  individual  considered  merely 

t  Jcr.,  xxxi.  33;  Rom.,  L  16.  •  Rom.,  iil  21,  22  ;  v.  1 ;  Eph.,  U.  S. 
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with  reference  to  his  relation  to  Christ.  As  so  profound  and  per- 
vading in  the  Covenant  of  Grace  is  this  idea  of  Mediation  and 
Redemption,  of  which  the  Covenant  of  Works  knows  nothing, 
except  that  when  it  encounters  Christ  its  claims  are  ended  and 
its  power  broken  ;  that  the  whole  church  of  the  living  God,  the 
whole  Messianic  Kingdom,  the  entire  New  Creation,  will  be  de- 
livered up  to  God  the  Father,  at  the  consummation  of  all  things, 
merely  upon  the  Lamb's  Book  of  Life.* 

4.  This  surrey,  imperfect  and  condensed  as  it  is,  exhibits  an 
outline  of  the  entire  dealings  of  God  with  man,  in  the  way  of 
covenant ;  and  except  in  the  work  of  creation,  and  in  those 
great  providential  acts  of  which  I  have  spoken  so  often,  which 
immediately  followed  it  and  preceded  the  Covenant  of  Works — 
God's  entire  dealings  with  man  have  been  of  that  kind  most  dis- 
tinctly set  forth  under  the  idea  of  a  covenant.  Moreover,  it  is 
by  comparing  the  two  covenants  through  which  God  has  disclosed 
his  purpose  in  the  creation  of  man,  with  each  other,  as  has  been 
done,  that  we  obtain  the  clearest  general  conception  of  both  of 
them  ;  just  as  it  is  by  following  the  gradual  and  steadfast  devel- 
opment of  the  one  which  now  involves  all  the  hopes  of  the  human 
race,  which  I  am  about  to  attempt,  that  we  obtain  the  clear- 
est general  conception  of  the  precise  point  in  its  sublime  pro- 
gress, which  touches  our  actual  and  individual  position.  Such  a 
survey  as  I  shall  briefly  attempt,  would  be  at  once  useless  and 
impossible,  but  for  the  unity  of  this  second  covenant  thus  va- 
riously administered,  and  but  for  the  divine  unity  of  the  Scrip- 
tures which  disclose  it,  and  of  the  infinite  intellect  and  will  from 
^hich  those  Scriptures  proceed.  And  it  seems  impossible  to 
doubt,  after  any  serious  comparison  of  that  covenant  with  the 
one  which  preceded  it,  that  both  of  them  proceed  from  the  same 
divine  source,  and  have  reference  to  the  same  race  of  creatures. 
Contemplating  that  race  from  a  widely  different  point  of  view, 
"but  directed  alike  to  the  securing  and  advancing  its  felicity  and 
glory,  they  necessarily  provide  a  way  peculiar  to  each.  Agreeing 
in  all  that  is  covered  by  its  being  the  same  God,  the  same  race, 
and  the  same  great  object ;  differing  in  all  that  is  covered  by 
one  of  them  being  a  Covenant  of  Works  for  the  advancement  of 
a  perfect  but  feUible  race,  while  the  other  is  a  Covenant  of  Grace 
for  the  recovery  of  the  same  race  fallen,  but  susceptible  of  resto- 

>  FhiL,  iv.  3;  Ber.,  xiii  8;  zz.  12  •  zxi  27. 
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ration,  and  for  its  advancement  beyond  what  was  possible  if  it 
had  never  fallen. 

lY.— 1.  He  whom  God  distinguished  above  all  mortals  in  the 
gift  of  wisdom,  has  warned  us  with  great  emphasis  that  it  is  the 
gloiy  of  God  to  conceal  a  thing.*  Long  before  Solomon,  the 
greatest  of  all  the  men  of  the  East,  a  man  perfect  and  upright, 
as  we  are  divinely  told,  had  taught  that  God  holdeth  back  the 
face  of  his  throne,  and  spreadeth  his  cloud  upon  it'  And  long 
after  Job,  he  who  was  not  a  whit  behind  the  chiefest  Apostle, 
exclaimed  in  the  wonder  of  bis  marvellous  insight  of  divine 
things,  Oh  I  the  depth  of  the  riches  both  of  the  wisdom  and 
knowledge  of  G^  1*  If  there  be  any  thing  which  can  be  sub- 
jected to  human  scrutiny,  which  is  above  all  other  things  calcu- 
lated to  beget  the  state  of  mind  thus  variously  expressed  by  men 
so  great,  so  illustrious,  and  so  taught  of  God  ;  it  is  undoubtedly, 
this  very  progress  of  the  saving  grace  of  God  in  its  amazing 
movement  along  the  course  of  time.  How  slight  and  indistinct 
are  the  first  obscure  promises  of  the  Saviour,  compared  with  the 
light  and  majesty  of  his  personal  ministry  1  Tet  how  indistinct 
was  his  veiled  glory  in  his  estate  of  humiliation,  compared  with 
the  unutterable  glory  in  which  every  eye  shall  see  him,  and  all 
the  kindreds  of  the  earth  wail  because  of  him  !  We  must  bear 
in  mind,  however,  that  it  is  not  the  purpose  of  God  which  is  in- 
distinct ;  but  it  is  the  knowledge  of  it  by  man  which  from  ob- 
scure beginnings,  is  increased  under  each  successive  dispensation, 
like  the  path  of  the  just,  a  shining  light  that  shineth  more  and 
more  unto  the  perfect  day.  And  the  greatness  of  that  glory 
which  God  conceals,  and  the  majesty  of  that  dominion  over 
whose  face  he  spreads  his  cloud,  and  the  unsearchable  riches 
of  his  divine  wisdom  and  knowledge,  are  in  nothing  more  dis- 
tinctly proved,  than  in  the  vastness  of  the  force  which  is  seen  to 
reside  in  this  mighty  power  of  God  unto  salvation,  even  when 
it  is  most  indistinctly  proclaimed  to  man.  When  God  said  to 
Satan  that  the  seed  of  the  woman  should  bruise  his  head — the 
simple  utterance  involved  a  total  change  in  the  posture  of  the 
human  race,  and  of  the  whole  universe.  Yet  how  have  sixty 
centuries  developed  that  utterance  I 

2.  As  we  attempt  to  follow  this  great  (Economy  of  the  Cov- 
enant of  Grace,  and  to  compare  its  several  aspects  at  its  several 

»  Prov.,  XXV.  2.  •  Job,  xxvi.  9.  •  Rom.,  xi  33. 
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stages,  with  each  other ;  we  find  one  clear  and  universal  princi- 
ple running  through  the  whole  process.  The  more  perfectly  this 
covenant  is  developed,  the  greater  is  the  distinctness  given  to 
the  points  in  which  it  differs  from  the  Covenant  of  Works.  Tbe 
iisu'therback  we  go,  concealing  as  we  go  back  the  knowledge  we  leave 
behind  us,  and  which  did  not  appertain  to  the  ages  we  pass  over, 
the  less  distinctly  do  we  see  the  Saviour  and  his  cross :  while, 
contrariwise,  the  more  each  successive  dispensation  rises  in  the 
bosom  of  this  great  (Economy  of  salvation,  the  more  distinct  is 
the  vision  of  the  Messiah,  and  the  more  conspicuously  is  be  the 
centre  of  all  grace.  Everywhere,  as  I  have  already  shown,  the 
essence  of  the  covenant  is  present,  and  is  exhibited  more  or  less 
distinctly.  But  as  we  find  the  natural  life  of  men  gradually 
shortened  and  degraded,  we  find  the  reality  and  the  peculiar  na- 
ture of  immortal  life  which  is  to  supplant  it,  more  clearly  dis- 
closed. As  the  utter  inability  and  unwillingness  of  fallen  men 
to  know  God  by  their  own  wisdom,  or  to  retain  the  knowledge 
of  him  when  it  was  divinely  imparted  to  them,  became  more  des- 
perately confirmed  ;  the  full  knowledge  of  that  Saviour  who  is 
the  true  Qod  and  eternal  life,  is  more  plainly  exhibited.  And 
as  the  total  inefficacy  of  any  law,  any  rite,  any  type,  any 
shadow,  to  supply  completely  the  place  of  grace  and  truth  in 
leading  fallen  men  to  believe  in  the  Saviour  unto  life  everlast- 
ing, was  more  copiously  exhibited  ;  the  real  power  whereby  sin- 
Ders  do  believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  is  more  explicitly  held 
forth  in  the  demonstration  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  And  so  this 
greatest  work  of  God  exhibits  the  same  method  which  is  dis- 
closed in  all  other  works  of  his :  and  this  most  glorious  of  all 
the  parts  of  the  eternal  dispensation  of  the  Son  of  God,  is  char- 
acterized by  the  same  sublime  progress,  after  the  same  divine 
method,  as  all  the  other  parts.  Cycle  after  cycle — ineffable  repose 
and  then  divine  work — the  omnific  Word  and  the  life-sivins: 
Spirit — exact  concatenation  of  every  part  and  majestic  assent  of 
the  whole  to  an  infinite  consummation !  And  herein  is  that 
dispensation*  of  the  fulness  of  times  wherein  God  will  gather 
together  in  one,  all  things  in  Christ,  both  which  are  in  heaven 
and  which  are  on  earth — even  in  him.* 

3.   Throughout   the  whole  CEconomy  of  the   Covenant   of 
Grace,  in  all  its  dispensations,  there  is  present  every  mark  of 

*  OiKovofua — (Economy,  *  £ph.,  L  10. 
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that  enduriag  unity  which  distingaishes  every  part  of  the  deal- 
ings of  God,  and  which  has  been  already  pointed  out  as  mani- 
fested  by  a  comparison  of  this  with  the  preceding  covenant.  At 
the  same  time  we  encounter  the  widest  variety  of  application : 
a  variety  demanded,  as  between  the  covenants,  by  the  changed 
-  nature  of  the  creature ;  and  as  between  the  various  dispense 
tions  of  the  latter  covenant,  by  the  constant  and  piogrcsoive 
changes  in  his  condition,  and  by  the  successive  manifestationB 
of  divine  grace.  The  more  carefully  we  explore  all  these  dispen- 
sations— the  antediluvian — the  patriarchal — the  Jewi8h--tlie 
Christian ;  the  more  deeply  we  consider  those  secondary  varia> 
tions  to  which  these  dispensations  are  subject  within  themselves^ 
or  the  eternal  results  to  which  they  all  conduct;  the  more  do  ws 
everywhere  behold  the  stedfast  and  unshaken  progress  of  CKid's 
eternal  counsel  for  the  manifestation  of  his  own  glory,  in  bring- 
ing fallen  men  to  the  saving  knowledge  and  endless  fruition  of 
himself.  All  the  glory  and  blessedness  reserved  in  heaven  for 
them  that  love  God,  is  more  than  can  be  fathomed  by  us  now— 
more  than  flesh  and  blood  can  comprehend,  much  less  inherit. 
But  as  we  behold  the  deep  foundations  which  Qod  has  laid,  and 
as  we  trace  them  back  into  eternity  ;  it  is  not  presumption,  it  is 
simple  faith,  which  prompts  and  sustains  the  profound  assurance, 
that  these  are  the  very  foundations  upon  which  our  souls  rest, 
and  that  wo  may  safely  follow  them  into  the  world  to  come,  and 
rest  eternity  upon  them. 

V. — 1.  Adam — Noah — Abraham — ^Moses — Christ — the  Gos- 
pel Church— the  Millennial  state — the  Glorified  state  ;  to  which 
add  the  second  coming  of  the  Lord — the  Resurrection  of  the 
dead — and  the  eternal  Judgment — in  some  connection  with  the 
last  two  states  of  the  Church.  These  are  familiar  words  to  the 
children  of  God.  Do  they  not  know  that  he  who  understands 
all  they  imply,  understands  all  that  is  involved  in  creation, 
providence,  grace,  and  glory  ?  Let  us  pause  at  the  sixth  phrase 
— the  Gospel  Church  :  it  is  there,  now  eighteen  centuries  from 
its  origin,  that  we  stand  to-day.  Before  its  origin,  five  distinct 
epochs  covering  forty  centuries.  Until  our  period  shall  close — 
who  can  tell  how  long  ?  The  five  phrases  which  follow  are  con- 
stantly on  the  lips  of  Christian  people,  in  some  sense  or  other : 
but  in  what  sense  exactly,  or  even  in  what  supposed  order  and 
connection  as  to  most  of  them  ?     Whatever  all  these  phrases 
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may  express,  when  fully  understood — this  much  is  certain,  that 
all  of  them  relate,  in  the  most  distinct  manner,  to  the  Covenant 
of  Kedemption — ^that,  taken  together,  they  express  the  whole 
progress  and  result  of  it — and  that  separately,  or  variously  com- 
bined, they  indicate  not  only  the  reality,  but  the  nature  of  all 
its  great  successive  dispensations.  It  is  not  to  ascertain  par- 
ticolar  truths,  but  it  is  to  illustrate  the  great  career  of  truth, 
that  I  employ  them  here  :  that  immense  administration  which 
in  the  chapters  of  a  former  Treatise  specially  cited  in  an  earlier 
part  of  this  chapter,  I  have  already  briefly  exhibited  under  three 
distinct  aspects.  Once  in  treating  of  the  relations  of  divine 
providence  to  the  Messianic  Kingdom ;  once  in  developing  the 
progress  of  divine  knowledge  through  the  New  Creation  ;  and 
once  in  treating  the  whole  career  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  con- 
templated alike  in  its  head,  in  its  author,  and  in  its  members. 
In  the  present  chapter — as  in  this  First  Book  throughout — 
what  is  specially  important  is  the  clear  appreciation  of  the  inti- 
mate and  necessary  connection  between  the  Objective  and  Sub- 
jective Knowledge  of  God ;  that  is,  between  the  inner  life  of 
men,  and  by  consequence  their  outward  condition,  whether  con- 
ridered  as  individuals  or  as  a  race,  and  the  knowledge  they  pos- 
sess of  the  true  God  and  of  Jesus  Christ  whom  he  has  sent. 

2.  The  present  stand-point  of  the  human  race  with  reference 
to  this  glorious  administmtion  of  God,  is  capable  of  a  perfectly 
distinct  appreciation,  in  every  aspect  of  the  whole  subject,  and 
in  every  relation  of  it  to  us.  Of  course,  it  is  not  meant  that  all 
men  can  know,  or  that  any  one  does  know,  all  the  present,  much 
less  all  the  past,  and  least  of  all  the  whole  future,  touching  any 
aspect  of  the  Covenant  of  Redemption.  But  all  men  may  know 
with  infallible  certainty,  and  immense  multitudes  do  know,  that 
the  present  condition  of  the  human  race  is  neither  the  patri- 
archal, nor  the  millennial  condition  of  man  ;  that  the  present 
posture  of  Redemption  is  not  the  one  it  occupied  before  the  Incar- 
nation, nor  the  one  it  will  occupy  after  the  second  coming  of  the 
Lord  ;  that  from  the  remotest  past  the  causes  of  whatever  ex- 
ists are  made  obvious  to  us  by  God,  together  with  their  constant 
working,  and  their  present  state ;  that  all  that  is  actual  to  us 
now  is  manifestly  full  of  all  future  results  ;  and  that  multitudes 
of  those  results,  in  all  their  overwhelming  vastness,  are  so  re- 
vealed to  us  by  Gk)d  that  the  knowledge  of  them  and  the  effects 
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of  them  are  really  and  effectoallj^  though  not  perfectly  and  com- 
pletely appreciable  by  us.  The  very  thought  and  the  veiy  illa»- 
tration  used  by  the  Apostle  Paul,  still  apply  as  distinctly  to  us 
as  to  those  he  personally  addressed  ;  for,  if  I  may  iUnatnite  the 
work  of  grace  by  the  work  of  creation,  the  evening  and  the 
divine  repose  of  the  (Jospel  day,  which  we  call  long  and  (Jod 
calls  short — still  continue,  and  the  millennial  morning  and  work 
which  may  complete  that  Gospel  day  are  not  yet  come.  There- 
fore said  Paul,  and  we  may  repeat,  But  now  we  aee  not  as  yet 
all  things  put  in  subjection  under  the  feet  of  the  Son  of  Man. 
What  we  have  seen  is,  that  Jesus  was  made  a  little  lower 
than  the  angels  for  the  suffering  of  death  ;  that  he  by  the  grace 
of  Gk)d  has  tasted  death  for  every  man  ;  and  that  be  has  been 
crowned  with  glory  and  honour.  And  we  have  seen,  and  still 
see,  many  sons  of  God  brought  to  glory ;  we  see  that  Christ  ii 
not  ashamed  to  call  them  his  brethren;  and  we  see  how  infinitely 
it  became  God,  to  make  the  Captain  of  their  salvation  perfect 
through  suffering.  And  what  we  may  be  sure  of  is,  that  it  is 
wholly  impossible  for  us  to  escape  perdition,  if  we  neglect  this 
great  salvation,  which  has  been  spoken  by  the  Lord,  and  con- 
firmed unto  us  by  those  who  heard  him  ;  God  himself  bearing 
witness  both  with  signs  and  wonders,  and  the  Holy  Ghost  with 
divers  miracles  and  gifts.* 

3.  From  this  point,  looking  back  to  the  fall  of  man,  we  hear 
the  promise  of  the  Seed  of  the  woman,  and  see  man  sentenced 
and  driven  from  Eden.  This  promise  ;  the  consecrated  rest  of 
the  Sabbath  day ;  the  sacrificial  recognition  of  God,  of  a  Sa- 
viour, of  gin,  and  of  deliverance ;  the  knowledge  of  the  moral 
law  ;  and  the  miraculous  ministration  of  God  personally  and  by 
his  angels ;  these  unitedly  exhibited  the  antediluvial  aspect  of 
the  Covenant  of  Redemption.  The  condition  of  human  society 
answerable  to  it  was  characterized  by  the  immense  length  of  hu- 
man life — by  the  great  extent  of  families — by  the  total  absence 
of  any  organization  civil  or  sacred  except  that  of  the  household — 
and  by  the  universal  prevalence  of  a  single  language.  This  was 
the  antediluvian  condition  of  mankind,  secular  and  religious.  It 
survived  the  catastrophe  of  the  universal  deluge — and  received 
its  first  great  shock  at  Babel  in  the  land  of  Shinar,  by  an  imme- 
diate act  of  God  confounding  the  language  of  all  the  earth,  and 
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scattering  the  hamaQ  race  abroad  upon  the  face  of  all  the  earth.^ 
Nor  did  the  great  increase  of  divine  knowledge  vouchsafed  to 
Noah  and  to  Abraham  by  God,  concemiog  which  I  Iiave  treated 
in  another  place ;  put  an  absolute  end  to  a  state  of  the  Church  bo 
remarkable  ;  and  to  a  state  of  sooioty  which  still  prevails  in  a 
form  somewhat  raodified^  so  extensively  ujion  earth  ;  cml)racing 
the  greater  part  of  the  descendants  of  Abraham  himself 

4.  Nothing  c^n  be  more  distinctly  asserted  than  Gri  id  has  as- 
serted in  his  blessed  word,  that  the  whole  human  family,  except 
the  eight  persons  who  composed  the  household  of  Noah,  were 
drowned  in  the  flood  ;  and  that  the  whole  human  race  afterwarda 
existing,  is  descended  from  tbese  eight  persons  ;  that  is,  except 
his  own  wife  and  the  wives  of  his  three  sons,  from  Nuah  himself, 
^ho  is  the  second  progenitor  of  the  race/  It  is  in  the  covenant 
which  God  made  with  this  preacher  of  rigbteoiisncHs,  as  the 
Scriptures  call  Noah,'  that  the  nature  and  foundation  of  civil 
government,  more  extensive  than  that  of  the  liousehold,  and  as 
a  divine  institution,  are  first  intimatedj  and  in  connection  there- 
with the  purpose  of  God  touching  the  destiny  of  the  earth  and 
of  the  human  race  considered  as  inhabitants  thereof,  and  concern- 
ing the  stedfastness  of  nature  wdiile  man  and  the  earth  shall 
exist  in  their  present  relations  to  each  other ;  in  confinnation 
of  which  he  set  his  bow  in  the  clond,  that  man  might  see  it  and 
trust  God*  It  can  add  notliing  decisive  to  the  matter  imme- 
d lately  before  us,  to  discuss  those  permanent  physical  changes, 
real  or  imaginary,  upon  the  earth  itself,  and  upon  its  relations  to 
cor  sohxT  system,  over  which  the  learned  have  disputed  ;  which  I 
therefore  pass  in  silence.  But  it  is  iioportant  to  obsen'e  that  the 
Becond  great  shock  to  the  unity  of  mankind^  in  the  establisliment 
of  distinct  varieties  of  the  race,  has,  eren  to  the  present  mo- 
ment, permanent  relations  to  the  family  of  Noah.  It  ie  a  new 
world  of  which  he  is  the  head.  Its  life  is  shortened,  its  language 
is  confounded,  its  unity  is  disturbed,  a  new  condition  of  society 
is  divinely  provided  for,  and  initiated  under  Nirarod  in  Shinar, 
and  Asshur  at  Nineveh :  and  all  these  things  are  before  our  eyes, 
after  m  many  centuries,  in  forms  unspeakably  aggravated.  The 
(Economy  of  Redemption  alone  advances.  The  lines  of  8hem,  and 
Hani,  and  Japhet,  and  even  Canaan  the  son  of  Ham,  arc  traced 
^ikr  enough  to  show  all  coming  ages  the  origin  of  all  nations  and 
•  Geo,  xi,  1-0.  •  Gen.,  vi.— xi.  *  2  Pet,  il  6. 
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peoples.'  Then,  dropping  all  the  rest,  the  line  of  Shem  is  traced 
to  Abraham/  and  through  him  to  Christ ;  in  whom,  after  so  many 
ages,  those  omitted  Gentiles  are  to  be  restored  to  God  ;  in  whom, 
rejected  by  his  own  to  whom  ho  came,  it  is  this  day  preeminently 
those  omitted  Gentiles  to  whom  God  has  granted  repentance  unto 
life,  and  out  of  whom  he  is  taking  a  people  for  his  name.' 

5.  The  patriarch  Abraham  whs  the  lineal  descendant  of  Shem 
in  the  tenth  generation  ;  and  of  his  life  on  earth  of  one  hundred 
and  seventy-five  years,  one  hundred  and  ten  years  coincided  with 
the  latter  part  of  the  life  of  his  great  ancestor.  Leaving  the 
ark  when  he  was  about  a  hundred  years  old,  Shem  lived  about 
five  hundred  years  in  the  post-diluvian  world — and  may  have 
been  for  more  than  a  century,  perfectly  familiar  with  the  father 
of  the  Faithful ;  about  thirty-five  years  of  which,  period  were 
after  the  divine  call,  of  which  I  have  now  to  speak.*  But  Shem 
had  passed  a  hundred  years  in  the  antediluvian  world,  the  whale 
of  which  he  may  have  passed  in  the  company  of  Methuselah  who 
was  his  father's  grandfather ;  and  above  two  hundred  and  forty 
years  of  the  entire  life  of  Methuselah  coincided  with  the  later 
years  of  Adam,  his  sixth  lineal  ancestor.'  Two  persons,  one  of 
them  the  great  grandfather  of  the  other,  separate  between  Adam 
and  Abraham  ;  these  two  companions,  it  may  have  been,  for  a 
century  ;  the  first  a  companion  of  Adam  for  two  centuries  and  a 
half;  the  second  a  companion  of  Abraham  for  more  than  a  cen- 
tury. Moreover,  the  interval  between  Adam  and  Noah  was  bat 
a  century  and  a  quarter,  and  that  between  Noah  and  Abraham 
was  less  than  half  a  century  :  the  two  lives  of  Adam  and  Noah 
covering  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty  years  of  the  whole  period 
from  the  creation  to  the  birth  of  Abraham — and  leaving  a  com- 
paratively short  interval  before,  and  a  still  shorter  one  after  Noah. 
It  is  Noah,  therefore,  in  reality,  who  connects  Adam  with  Abra- 
ham— the  first  man  with  the  father  of  the  Faithful.  His  mar- 
vellous life,  resting  for  five  centuries  on  the  world  before  the 
flood,  and  for  four  and  a  half  centuries  on  the  world  after  the 
flood  ;  constituted  an  astonishing  epoch  in  the  CEconomy  of  Be- 
demption,  and  at  the  same  time  afibrded  the  means  of  transit 
between  the  Adamic  and  the  Abrahamic  epochs,  each  of  them 
as  illustrious  as  itself. 

6.  The  dispensation  which  extends  from  the  call  of  Abraham 
*  Gon.,  X.        •  Gen.,  xl        »  Acts,  xL  18 ;  xv.  14.        *  Gen.,  xL       »  Geo.,  ▼. 
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aod  God's  ooficsuit  vitk  him^  to  the  Exodus  from  Egypt  under 
Moses  and  tke  givnig  of  die  Lsw,  oocapied  accoidiiig  to  tlie  le- 
ceiTted  duciMdogr,  £■*  wUdi  i^e  baTe  tbe  authoritr  of  the  Apostle 
PkiiL  a  period  of  fimrluiiidiedaiidthutT  Tears.'  The  gieater  part 
of  the  Bm^  of  GeoesiB^  aad  a  coBsideiable  portioD  of  tlie  Book  of 
Exodus,  are  devoted  to  it ;  and  it  is  a  subject  oi  ooDtinoal  alhi- 
roQ  and  expiaMfinn  thiougboot  the  Sciiptuies.  The  distnict 
aoooimts  wt  ha^s  of  Meldiiaedeck,  who  was  ootanporarr  with 
Afanham,'  of  Jethio,  irtio  was  ootemporaij  with  the  earlier  mill- 
istij  of  Mosee,*  and  of  Rahiiiij  who  witnessed  almost  its  close  ;* 
giTe  US  clear  intimatioQS  of  the  existing  state  of  dirine  knowledge, 
and  of  hnman  affun ;  and  these  are  confirmed  bjr  maldtndes  of  al- 
losians  and  incidents  £Mind  in  the  sacred  nanatire — aod  r^idtted 
certain  hj  the  Book  of  Job,  who  was,  it  is  piobaUe,  earlier  than 
Koses  and  later  than  Abraham.  The  call  of  Abraham,  was  in 
effect  the  lejectioB  of  the  whole  race  besides  ;  and  the  tendencr 
of  the  whole  xmoe,  as  soch,  has  been  oontinoal  and  decisire 
against  (Sod.  Tbe  sacrament  of  cireomctsion  giren  to  Al^aham, 
created  for  the  first  time  a  {Kedse,  risible  separation  between 
those  in  covenant  with  God,  and  all  beside  ;  and  the  sacrament 
o{  the  paasover,  whose  iostitation  agnalixed  the  close  of  this  dis- 
pensation, as  drcnmcision  did  its  commenoement,  made  this  sep- 
amtion  still  nKxe  complete,  hj  exhibiting  still  more  clearly,  the 
ground,  the  natoie,  and  the  ot^t  of  it  These  sacraments  en- 
tered in  a  fundamental  manner,  into  the  next  succeeding  dis- 
pensation ;  and  psasing  under  new  forms,  bj  the  ordination  of 
Christ  himself,  into  the  bosom  of  the  Grospel  Church,  thej  still 
funriTC  as  signs  and  seak  of  the  Covenant  of  Redemption.  The 
coTcnant  which  Grod  made  with  Abraham,  to  whom  be  appeared 
seven  or  eight  times,*  was  manifold  in  its  aspect  It  was  a  cove- 
nant personally  between  God  and  ttie  patriarch,  embracing  him- 
self and  all  his  posterity,  and  stipulating  for  great  blessings 
temporal  and  spiritual  to  him  and  to  them.  It  was  a  Covenant 
between  God  and  Abraham,  embracing  after  a  peculiar  manoec, 
his  descendants  through  Isaac,  which  embraced  all  the  Jewish 
people,  and  the  land  of  Canaan  as  their  inheritance.  It  was  a 
covenant  between  God  and  Abraham,  wherein  the  patriarch  was 
accepted  as  the  &ther  of  all  believers,  and  all  of  them  received 


>  GaL,  m.  17. 
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unspeakable  promises  in  him.  And  above  all,  it  was  a  eovenaat 
between  Gtod  and  Abraham  whoTein  the  patriarch  was  accepted 
as  the  representative  of  humanity  itself;  and  as  snch  received 
promises  for  all  the  kindreds  of  the  earth,  and  above  all  pvomiaeSy 
that  of  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  as  his  seed.'  In  all  these  as- 
pects, this  amazing  covenant  has  accomplished  its  stipulations 
through  all  succeeding  tima  In  the  promised  line  of  the  fiftmilj 
of  Abraham,  the  visible  church  of  Gk)d  became  immediately  con- 
spicuous. In  tbe  form  of  a  great  people  it  came  in  contact  with 
all  the  great  world-powers  developing  themselves  in  the  post- 
diluvian world,  according  to  the  purpose  of  Ood  revealed  to 
NoaL  And  their  deliverance  from  I^ypt,  their  abode  in  the 
wilderness,  and  their  triumphant  settlement  in  the  promised 
land — all  miraculous  and  aU  typical  of  things  fiir  greater  than 
themselves  ;  were  made  the  occasion  and  the  means  of  organising 
that  theocratic  commonwealth  of  the  Jews,  which  dbnstitoted  so 
remarkable  an  epoch  in  the  (Economy  of  Grace. 

7.  The  institutions  of  Moses,  established  about  twenty-five 
centuries  after  the  creation,  continued  with  divine  authority  for 
about  fifteen  centuries.  They  are  capable  of  being  considered 
in  a  threefold  point  of  view  ;  once  in  their  purely  civil  aspect^ 
once  OS  a  system  of  actual  religion  and  positive  morality — and 
once  as  a  typical  system  involving  and  exhibiting  more  or  less 
distinctly,  a  spiritual  system  far  higher  than  itself.  These 
three  elements  are,  indeed,  combined  in  the  most  intimate  man- 
ner :  for  the  system  they  jointly  composed  was  to  be  practically 
administered  over  the  most  enlightened  nation  in  the  world,  as 
at  once  their  only  temporal  govemmenf,  and  their  only  way  of 
eternal  salvation.  Still,  from  the  point  of  view  we  occupy,  it  is 
not  difficult  to  separate  these  elements.  We  readily  understand 
that  as  a  system  of  positive  religion  and  morality,  these  institu- 
tions would  combine  and  would  exhibit,  all  that  Qod  had  made 
known  until  then  of  the  way  of  salvation  ;  and  that  they  would 
1)0  fitted  to  receive  and  to  preserve  all  immediate  and  all  further 
communications  of  his  grace.  Thus  we  find  them  grounded  upon 
the  Moral  Law,  which  Gk)d  had  written  on  the  heart  of  man  when 
lie  created  him,  and  which  he  now  wrote  on  tables  of  stone  ;  we 
find  the  revelation  of  divine  grace,  of  a  Saviour  from  sin,  and  of 
life  through  him,  the  burden  of  the  entire  system  ;  and  we  find 
>  Rom^  i?.  paa$im;  Gal,  iilpasHm;  Eool,  iz.j 
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the  sum  of  all  the  past  history  of  Redemption  reduced  to  a 
written  form,  and  the  contiouance  and  perpetuity  of  that  sacred 
record  made  one  of  the  chief  distmctiong  of  a  dispensation^  at- 
sted  hy  so  many  and  Buch  BtupeoJoiis  miracles^  fitnd  replen- 
hcd  with  such  fulness  of  divine  inspiration.  Omitting  the  Book 
of  Job  which  is  prubaWy  a  inonumeDt  of  the  Abraham ic  dispec- 
tion,  tho  whole  of  the  Old  Testament  Scriptures  belong  to  this 
0ra»  In  like  manner^  we  easily  perceive^  that  all  that  was  purely 
typical  in  the  institutions  of  Moses,  was  exhausted  and  can- 
lied  when  that  became  actual  which  it  only  signified  ;  and  we 
lerceive  as  well,  that  institutions  replenished  with  such  types 
of  belter  things  to  come,  bear  in  their  own  bo«om  at  once  the 
proof  and  the  cause  of  their  own  weakness  and  decay.  Touching 
the  Mosaic  iofltitutione  couBidered  as  a  purely  civil  polity,  my 
impression  is  that  men  have  never  adequately  conceived  either 
their  nature  or  their  design.  Civil  institutions  higher  than  the 
household,  had  no  existence  amongst  men,  and  no  revealed  au- 
thority from  Godj  before  the  flood.  Tho  purpose  of  God  to 
organize  society,  and  to  organize  his  own  kingdom  in  the  world, 
both  more  completely  than  heft>re — was  first  made  known  to 
Noah  and  to  Abraham  ;  and  both  parts  of  the  purpose  in  its 
earliest  development,  were  exhihited  in  this  theocratical  com- 
monwealth«  There  are  interests  of  mankind  absolutely  tem- 
poral, and  there  are  evils  to  which  man  is  uoavoidably  subject  in 
a  state  of  sin:  the  former  inseparably  incident  to  bis  mortal  exist- 
ence, the  latter  to  his  mortal  existence  as  a  sinner.  What  seems 
to  me  to  be  taught  by  the  civil  institutions  of  the  Jewish  people, 
and  that  upon  the  authority  of  God  himself—is  the  great  princi- 
ples and  truths  which  underlie  the  most  successful  treatment 
of  all  such  interests,  and  all  such  evils.  Human  civilization, 
human  progress,  human  liberty  and  security ;  property  in  its 
n  nature,  use,  and  liability  ;  rights  and  duties  of  the  citizen, 
hether  public,  social,  or  persomU  ;  misdemeanours,  crimes,  and 
punishments;  the  great  problems  which  connect  themselves  with 
national  independence,  and  with  the  public  force,  and  general 
prosperity  ;  those  vast  and  intricate  questions  connected  with 
trade,  money,  pauperism,  and  servitude.  These  are  the  topics 
which  Moses  addressed  himself:  and  while  I  am  obliged  to 
mit  that  no  competent  annotator  known  to  me,  has  expounded 
lis  wonderful  conceptions ;  I  do  not  hesitate  to  assert  that  what 
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he  has  taught,  seems  to  mo  to  be  replenished  with  diTine 
wisdom. 

8.  This  Jewish  state  preceded  the  existence  of  all  those  uni- 
versal world-powers  which  the  post-diluvian  principle  of  human 
society  developed.  In  its  career  it  came  in  contact  with  all  four 
of  them,  and  perished  finally  under  the  blows  of  the  last  and 
greatest  of  them  all — after  Messiah  had  come,  and  been  cruci- 
fied. Daniel,  its  great  apocaliptic  Prophet,  in  his  captivity  at 
Babylon  under  the  first  of  them,  revealed  the  career  and  fate  of 
them  all,  and  especially  of  the  first  three  :  and  John,  the  great 
apocaliptic  Prophet  of  the  Christian  dispensation,  in  his  captivity 
at  Patmos  under  the  last  of  them,  took  up  the  sublime  vision 
where  Daniel  left  it,  and  made  it  complete.  Nothing  is  so  as- 
tonishing as  the  catastrophe  of  the  Jewish  state,  the  Jewish 
institutions,  and  the  Jewish  people.  The  Messiah,  in  whose 
name  the  theocratic  commonwealth  had  been  founded  and 
always  administered,  to  whom  every  thing  tended,  and  of  whom 
every  thing  was  full,  came  at  last,  only  to  be  rejected  and  set  at 
nought.  They  said.  Let  his  blood  be  upon  us,  and  upon  our  chil- 
dren !  Fearful  words — fearfully  accomplished  i  Their  divine 
commonwealth  utterly  subverted — their  divine  institutions  sup- 
planted by  the  still  more  glorious  institutions  of  the  Saviour, 
whom  they  caused  to  be  crucified — and  themselves,  the  seed  of 
Abraham,  the  children  of  the  covenant,  and  the  chosen  people 
of  God,  wanderers  for  eighteen  centuries,  the  wonder  and  the  op- 
probrium of  mankind.  Solemn  and  true  are  those  words — ^The 
wild  dove  has  her  nest,  and  the  fox  has  his  cave ;  mankind  have 
their  country  ;  what  has  Israel  but  the  grove  ? 

9.  The  Word  was  made  fiesh,  says  the  Apostle  John,  and 
dwelt  among  us,  and  we  beheld  his  glory,  the  glory  as  of  the  only 
begotten  of  the  Father,  full  of  groce  and  truth.*  This  is  the 
great  paroble  which,  from  the  beginning  of  time,  has  been  on  the 
lips  of  all  the  redeemed :  the  Word  made  flesh — grace  and 
truth — the  glory  of  the  only  begotten  of  the  Fatber  I  This  is 
the  significance  of  the  incarnation,  the  crucifixion,  and  the  as- 
cension, the  second  coming  of  the  Lord.  This  is  the  meaning 
of  that  great  day  of  Pentecost — this  is  the  sum  of  our  Christian 
Revelation — this  explains  the  Gospel  Church  throughout  its 
whole  career — this  is  the  intent  of  this  dispensation  of  the  H<dy 

>  John,  1 14. 
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Gho9t  with  power.  The  glory  of  the  only  begotten  of  the 
Fatber— grace  and  trutb— the  Word  made  flesh  !  Tbis  is  the 
cr\^  with  which  the  tribes  and  kindreds  of  mankind  rise  from  the 
dust  and  look  abroad  upon  the  day,  and  return  to  the  brightness 
of  Zion  and  the  glory  of  her  rising.  This  is  the  bui-den  of  the 
hymn  of  every  soldier  of  the  cross,  whether  it  be  a  hymn  of  vic- 
tory, or  of  martyrdom,  on  earth— or  of  hosamiah  in  the  highest, 
in  the  realms  of  light.  This,  therefore,  is  our  posture  this  day  : 
the  Gospel  Church — the  dispensation  of  the  Holy  Ghost^ — the 
great  parable  of  the  Word  made  flesh — grace  and  truth — the 
glory  of  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father  I 

10.  If  it  can  be  thought  sufficient,  after  all  that  has  been 
said,  to  pass  over,  with  a  brief  general  statement,  the  glorious 
epoch  of  the  personal  ministry  of  Christ,  and  that  of  the  out- 
ix>uring  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  founding  of  the  Gospel  Church, 
and  it«  progress  until  now :  it  could  hardly  be  excused^  in  this 
connection,  and  considering  how  much  it  loay  be  needful  to  say 
hereafter,  to  enter  particularly  upon  those  great  dispensations 
which  are  still  future.  It  is  not  indeed  the  particular  object  of 
this  Treatise,  to  trace  the  career  of  the  Church  of  God  ;  but  to 
exhibit  the  truth  of  God,  in  its  simplicity  and  power,  subjec- 
tively in  ita  effectual  working  upon  and  in  the  soul  of  man,  and 
the  effects  which  necessarily  result  therefrom.  To  a  certain  ex- 
tent, as  has  been  shown,  the  whi>Ie  preceding  (Economy  of  Re- 
demption is  involved  in  the  just  appreciation  of  what  is  now  actual, 
and  of  its  effects :  to  a  certain  extent,  all  its  future  (Economy  is 
involved  in  like  manner — but  m  involved  more  generally,  and 
more  distinctly  as  a  consequence  than  a  cause  of  our  union  with 

^Christ — as  results  rather  than  means  of  salvation.     The  future 

that  great  (Economy,  therefore,  except  as  it  helps  to  dcter- 

line  our  actual  position,  falls  more  naturally  for  its  precise  con- 

Iftideration,  towards  the  close  than  towards  the  commencement 

an  inquiry  into  the  Knowledge  of  God  Subjectively  coosid* 

ed.    For  the  present  it  may  be  sufficient,  in  addition  to  the 

Ell  statements  already  made,  to  say,  that  what  is  actual,  or 

It  is  past,  IB  not  more  certain  nor  mure  distinct  in  ita  great 

tline,  than  is  all  the  future  of  this  vast  (Economy.     Nor  is 

Ithat  which  exists  connected  witli  what  has  gone  before  more 

[itrictly,  than  what  is  to  come  is  connected  with  both.     Nay,  it 
Dcver  can  be  made  as  certain,  that  when  we  were  enemies,  we 
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were  reconciled  to  God  by  the  death  of  his  Son ;  as  it  is^  that 
being  reconciled,  we  shall  be  saved  by  his  life.'  And  &o  of  all 
the  rest 

11.  The  Scripttires  warn  us  with  great  emphasis,  that  diirine 
truth  constitutes  a  sublime  systeTD,  and  that  it  behooves  us  to 
comprehend  and  respect  its  divine  proportion— -not  less  than  to 
possess  with  clearness  its  separate  parts.  In  like  manner,  as  I 
have  repeatedly  showTi,  the  administration  of  thie  system  of  truth 
onto  salvation — constitutes  a  sublime  (Economy,  whose  divine 
proportion  is  as  real  and  as  intelligible  as  any  particular  portion 
of  the  Btopendous  scheme.  And  in  both  cases  that  which  is 
general  and  that  which  is  particular,  mutually  affect  each  other; 
and  the  two  divine  systems  mutually  iafluence  each  other;  and 
there  results  from  their  union  a  third  and  more  exalted  general- 
ization, which  is  the  highest  form  of  knowledge  ;  perhaps  too 
high  for  us  now,  but  which  we  perceive  to  be  real,  and  to  ooo- 
tain  sohitions,  which  are,  as  yet,  beyond  our  reach.  How  con- 
tiimaliy  are  we  obliged  to  reiterate  the  outlines  of  the  plan  of 
salvation,  in  order  that  we  may  feol  the  highest  force  of  each 
part  of  it  ?  In  the  same  way  the  parts  of  this  perjXJtual  admin* 
istration  of  salvation  enter  into  its  whole  (Economy.  It  is  not 
merely  names,  and  dates,  and  epochs,  and  helps  to  the  memory: 
it  is  the  recognition  of  an  unbroken  concatenation  of  God's 
workinj^;,  the  appreciation  of  a  stedlast  progress  of  that  working 
in  the  development  of  his  eternal  counsel,  that  the  words  Adaniie,  ' 
Noacic,  Abraham ic.  Mosaic,  signify  when  applied  to  ancient  di»-.^^j 
peneations.  And  the  very  same  thing  is  intended  when  we  speali^^B 
of  the  personal  ministry  of  Christ — of  the  dispt^nsation  of  the 
Spirit  and  the  Gospel  Church  state ;  and  again  the  very  same 
touching  the  millennial  and  heavenly  states,  with  all  their  won- 
ders, which  are  still  to  come.  What  I  urge  is  this  iosuperable 
concatenation  between  all  the  parts  of  this  infinite  (Economy — 
this  stihlinie  progress  of  the  whole  ;  the  overwhelming  grandeur 
and  efficacy  of  the  Knowledge  of  God  attainable  in  this  manner: 
and  the  intense  relation  of  the  whole  aspect  of  divine  things, 
thus  exhibif.ed,  to  the  Co%Tnant  of  Redemption  as  it  involves,  on 
one  side,  the  glory  of  God,  and  as  it  reveals  and  applies,  on  the 
other  side,  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation, 

»  Eom.,  V.  10. 


THE    KNOWLEDGE    OF    GOD, 

SUBJECTIVELY  CONSIDERED. 


ARGUMENT  OF  THE  SECOND  BOOK. 

This  Second  Book  is  devoted  to  the  exposition  of  the  work  of  Gk)d,  the 
Pather,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost^  in  the  personal  and  direct  application  of  the  Know- 
ledge of  Qod  onto  the  Salvation  of  individual  men.  It  is  the  very  action  and 
crisis  of  the  subjective  consideration  of  the  saving  Knowledge  of  God.  Every 
thing  that  has  gone  before,  not  only  in  the  First  Book  of  this  Treatise,  but  in 
the  whole  of  the  preceding  Treatise,  is  unto  the  work  developed  in  this  Book. 
Every  thing  which  can  follow  is  essentially  determined  by  what  is  settled  in 
this  Book.  Errors,  even  grave  errors,  heretofore  or  hereafter,  might  not  be 
fatal :  but  any  fi&tal  error  here  is  wholly  destructive.  For  if  our  souls  can  but 
be  saved,  the  rest  is  only  secondary :  but  if  we  miss  the  way  in  the  actual  mat- 
ter of  being  saved,  the  rest  is  utterly  worthless.  The  reader  can  desire  of  me 
no  better  token,  than  that  I  take  my  own  soul  in  one  hand,  and  the  light  of  life 
in  the  other — and  bid  him  if  he  will  bear  me  company,  watch  earnestly  for  the 
life  of  his  own  souL  In  the  First  Chapter  of  this  Book,  which  is  the  Sixth  of 
this  Treatise — the  endeavour  is  to  point  out  the  exiict  manner  in  which  we  be- 
come personally  interested  in  the  salvation  covenanted  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  indi- 
vidually reap  the  benefit  thereof;  in  being  actually  saved.  Passing  over  much 
that  is  proved  in  this  Chapter,  the  main  thing  established  is,  tliat  a  real  and  spir- 
itual union  is  indissolubly  established  between  the  human  soul  and  the  Person  of 
the  Son  of  God ;  that,  on  our  part,  this  is  by  means  of  Faith  in  the  Divine  Re- 
deemer crucified  for  us — which  Faith  is  the  product  of  the  work  of  Gk>d'3  Spirit 
in  our  soul — which  work  of  God's  Spirit  is  the  result  of  our  personal  redemption 
by  Christ:  and  that  the  invariable  fruit  of  this  union  of  the  soul  with  Christ  is 
our  ft^llowship — communion — with  him  in  Grace  and  in  Glory — by  means 
whereof  we  participate  in  all  the  blessings  and  benefits  of  the  Covenant  of  Re- 
demption. The  Seventh  Chapter,  which  is  the  Second  of  this  Book,  explains 
in  a  general  manner  (he  nature  and  effect  of  that  great  and  decisive  work  of 
God  in  man,  which  is  commonly  expressed  by  the  terms — Effectual  Calling.  In 
doing  this,  various  incidental  questions  of  the  highest  importance  are  discussed  , 
such  as  the  Natural  Ability  of  fallen  man  to  what  is  spiritually  good — the  nature 
of  Free  Will — the  Gospel  Call — what  is  required  of  man,  and  what  he  can  do— 
the  relation  of  certain  states  of  the  unrenewed  soul  to  certain  states  of  the  re- 
newed soul — the  relevancy  of  the  work  of  God  and  the  nature  of  man  to  each 
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other;  and  the  like.  The  main  object  beiiig  to  derooostimte  the  realitj,  the  na- 
ture, the  manQer,  and  the  effects  of  a  gracious,  and  effectual  Yooatioii  bj  God  of 
the  soul  of  man  unto  Jesus  Christ  by  the  Holy  Qhxxi,  through  the  divine  Wocd; 
wherein  our  mind  is  savingly  enlightened,  our  will  is  renewed,  our  conscience  is 
sanctified,  and  a  new  heart  is  given  to  us;  the  result  being  our  present  reconcili- 
ation to  God,  and  our  endless  salvation.  The  Eighth  Chapter,  being  the  Third  of 
this  Book,  is  devoted  to  the  exposition  of  the  scriptural  doctrine  of  man's  Begen- 
eration ;  wherein  the  teaching  of  Jesus  Christ  on  this  subject  is  carefully  consid- 
ered, and  the  relation  of  the  doctrine  taught  by  him,  to  the  spiritual  system  of  the 
whole  Scriptures,  and  to  human  experience,  is  pointed  out ;  and  various  inddental 
questions,  such  as  the  state  of  the  soul  in  Begeneration— the  instmmentalitjr  of 
divine  Truth  therein,  and  the  applicability  of  this  way  of  salvation  to  infimts,  are 
discussed.  The  chief  matters  estaUished  being — that  fallen  men  must  poish  un- 
less they  are  restored  to  the  image  of  Gkxl :  that  this  restoration  is  accomplished 
by  a  q)iritual  and  personal  renovation  of  our  fidlen  nature — by  the  Holy  Ghoet 
through  divine  Truth,  in  and  for  the  sake  of  Jesus  Christ  the  Mediator  of  the  Cov- 
enant of  Redemption,  after  the  model  of  Gkxi  himself:  that  man  incurs  this  change, 
being  passive  in  it,  after  a  peculiar  manner:  the  whole  being  a  most  sovereign 
and  gracious  act  of  God  the  Creator  of  man,  and  Saviour  of  sinners^  the  most 
remote  known  reason  for  which  in  the  case  of  each  individual,  is  God*s  free, 
special,  and  eternal  love  for  his  elect  In  the  Ninth  Chapter,  which  is  the  Fourth 
of  this  Book,  the  doctrine  of  Pardon  and  Acceptance  of  Sinners  »  disdosed 
Its  position  in  the  Plan  of  Salvation  is  settled — its  tipeaaX  ol&oe  is  disdosed 
the  relations  of  each  Person  of  the  Godhead  to  the  matter  are  eaqdained — and  God 
shown  to  be  most  just  and  righteous  in  his  gracious^  complete,  and  gratuitous  jus- 
tification of  regenerate  sinners,  for  the  sake  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  whose  right- 
eousness imputed  to  us  by  God,  is  shown  to  be  the  sole  meritorious  ground  of 
the  act  of  the  Father  setting  us  free :  and  Faith  in  Christ  crucified,  wrought  in  us 
by  the  Holy  Ghost,  to  be  the  sole  channel  and  manner  of  our  receiving  that  im- 
puted righteousness.  In  the  course  of  the  general  argument  all  the  main  ques- 
tions of  an  incidental  kind  are  examined ;  and  at  the  dose  of  it^  the  doctrines 
of  Covenant,  of  Headship,  and  of  Imputation,  are  discussed  in  their  mutual  rela- 
tions, and  their  fundamental  relevancy  to  Salvation  by  Grace.  The  Tenth 
Chapter,  which  is  the  Fiflh  of  this  Book,  is  employed  in  setting  forth  the  man- 
ner in  which  all  regenerate  and  justified  sinners  become  by  Adoption,  sons  and 
heirs  of  God :  the  nature,  grounds,  and  effects  of  that  most  gradous  act  of  God : 
and  the  relation  of  the  whole  matter  to  us — to  the  plan  of  Salvation — to  the 
Persons  of  the  Godhead — and  to  the  Covenant  of  Redemption.  The  analogy 
between  the  treatment  of  the  divine  Attributes,  and  the  Ghraces  of  the  Spirit  in 
us,  is  disdosed :  the  method  of  explaining  our  salvation  pointed  out  by  the 
Apostle  Paul  in  Romans  viii.,  is  expounded  and  applied :  our  rdations  to  sin,  to 
the  law,  to  God^s  providence,  and  to  Gk>d  himself)  are  shown  to  be  wholly 
changed  by  reason  of  his  adopting  us  as  his  sons :  our  inheritance  of  all  the 
promises  of  G^  is  exhibited:  our  heirship  of  God,  and  our  joint  heirship  with 
Christ — are  proved  to  embrace  an  indefeasible  title,  and  a  present  partial  posses- 
don  and  enjoyment  of  the  whole  work  and  glory  of  God  as  Creator,  and  as  Re- 
deemer— and  of  God  himself  as  our  crowning  inheritance.    And  the  great  nb- 
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je<Jt  is  concladed  with  some  brief  Htatementa  cnnceming'  the  principles  both  gen- 
eral and  persoDsil,  and  the  tnethcwl  both  abstract  nml  pra*.'tical,  involved  in  it, 
and  settled  by  iL  The  Eleventh  Chnpter,  which  is  the  Sixth  of  this  Book,  dis- 
f  tlie  whole  doctriae  of  Sunetiflcation  under  four  general  divisions :  in  tlie 
:  of  which  the  reLation  of  the  work  of  Siinctification  to  the  Plan  of  Salvation, 
~itid  that  of  this  grace  to  the  great  graces  before  explained,  ia  discloaed  :  in  the 
second^  the  nature  and  characteristics  of  this  crowning  grace,  and  the  progress 
of  it  in  the  human  soul,  with  the  general  exercises  of  the  soul  therein,  aud  par- 
ticularly with  reference  to  Faith,  to  Repentance,  and  to  our  Love  of  God — are 
traced:  in  tlie  third,  the  divinely  appointed  means  of  our  progressive  Sanctificii- 
tioii  are  pointed  out,  and  the  nianner  of  their  tise  and  influence  explained :  and 
in  the  foarUi,  the  power  of  God  in  tliis  dying  unto  sin,  and  renewing  more  and 
more  in  entire  conformity  to  Christ,  is  vindicated — the  relation  of  the  Godhead, 
and  each  Person  tliereof  to  this  work  in  tlie  souls  of  the  children  of  God  is  set 
forth — and  the  special  relevancy  of  the  death  and  resurrection  of  Christ  to  the 
perfection  of  the  divine  life  in  man,  \3  proved  and  illtistrated :  the  whole  being 
ae  ctlempt  to  stotc  and  sura  up  the  nature,  manner,  and  extent  of  that  complete 
oodibrmirj  to  G^,  for  which  all  Christians  are  cumnianded  to  strive.  In  the 
TvrelfUi  Chapter,  which  is  the  Seventh  and  last  of  this  Book,  the  consummation 
of  our  communion  with  Christ  in  GracCj  and  the  consummation  of  our  commu- 
nion with  him  in  Glory  in  this  life  are  explained,  and  the  crowning  benefits  of 
the  OaTeoant  of  Redemption  bestowed  on  the  children  of  God  in  this  hfe,  are 
wet  fofth  in  their  order,  and  in  their  connections.  The  attempt  ia  made  to  trace 
the  life  of  God  in  the  soul  of  rnan — ^^vholly  through  the  domain  of  grace  into  the 
tlooiain  of  gloiy  \  and  to  demonstrate  the  nature,  reality,  progress,  and  eternal 
results  of  the  whole.  In  this  way  the  First  Fruits  of  Glory— the  Earnest  of 
the  Spirit^ — the  Sense  of  God*s  Love — Peace  of  Conscience — Joy  in  the  Holy 

k ^Qboat — Rejoicing  in  Hope  of  the  Glory  of  God :  also  the  nature  and  extent 

^^Hlf  the  evidence  which  tht"  soul  may  obtain  and  rest  on :  Spiritual  Weakness — 
^^Dfftmst  — Doubt — I  ndi  (Terence — Backsliding  — Self-dehision  — Perseverance — 
Anurance ;  together  with  the  relation  of  death,  and  the  resurrection,  to  the 
samta,  and  to  the  Qnal  triumph  of  the  Mediatorial  Kingdom — are  brought  sue* 
oesBTely  under  review.  In  tliis  Book,  therefore,  Union  and  Communion  with 
CImsl — Effectual  Calling— Regeneration— JustiGcation — Adoption— Sanctifica- 
tkm— -and  tlie  consummation  of  Grace  in  the  First  Fruits  of  Glory,  are  dis- 
cussed ;  and  the  Knowledge  of  God  Subjectively  Considered,  is  trac^ed  in  its 
divine  effects  upon  and  in  the  human  soul,  from  its  first  awakening  to  the  eon- 
amninalioa  of  grace:  and  the  whole  progress  of  the  soul  itself  thus  exercised,  is 
,  according  to  the  measure  of  the  grace  given  to  me*  The  grand  trutlis 
to  be  established  in  tliis  Book,  stated  systeinatically  and  in  the  most 
manner,  are  those  which  follow,  namely  r— That  through  the  applica- 
tioii  of  the  benefits  of  the  Covenant  of  Redemption,  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  to  Bin- 
hen  re^leemed  by  tjie  blood  of  Jesus  Christ,  they  are  united  by  Faitli  to  the 
diviiie  Saviour— «nd  being  so  united  to  Christ,  have  Communion  with  him  both 
in  Gfico  mad  in  Glory : — That  by  a  work  of  divine  grace,  executed  by  divine 
power  towards  us  and  in  us,  wliich  is  the  result  of  God's  special  and  eternal 
love  for  m^  God  draws  us  by  his  Word  and  Spirit,  to  Je^us  Christ  his  Son  our 
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Sftvioar,  thus  reconoUing  onto  himself  by  him,  all  who  are  redeemed  bj  the  Lord 
Jesos  Christ: — ^That  by  a  saying  work  <^  Qod*8  Spirit  in  the  aool,  through  the 
instramentality  of  divine  Truth,  and  for  the  merits'  sake  of  Jeans  Christ,  our 
Men  and  depraved  nature  is  renewed  in  the  image  of  Qod,  and  the  elect  of 
Qod  are  thus  Bom  Again : — ^That  by  a  most  gracious  act  of  Gkxi,  he  sets  all  re* 
generate  sinners  free  from  sin  and  death,  acoepts  their  persons  and  serrioes  as 
righteous,  and  declares  their  full  rig^t  to  eteraal  life^  solely  on  account  of  the 
righteousness  of  Christ  imputed  to  them,  and  received  through  Faith  alone:— 
That  all  sinners  thus  regenerated  and  justified,  are  by  a  most  gracious  act  of 
God  the  Father,  for  the  sake  and  on  the  designation  of  Jesus  Christ,  Adoptedas 
Sons  <ji  Gkxl,  made  heirs  of  all  the  promises  of  Gkxl,  heirs  of  Qod  himself  and 
joint  heirs  with  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  Qod:— That  all  these  Adopted  Suns 
and  heirs  of  Qod  are,  through  a  constant  and  increasing  Sanctification,  fitted  for 
the  use  and  eiyoymcnt  of  their  boundless  inheritance:  whidi  occurs  through 
the  virtue  of  the  death  and  Resurrection  of  Qirist,  by  the  indwdling  of  the 
Word  and  Spirit  of  Qod  in  their  hearts:  they  being  enabled  more  and  more 
through  Repentance  toward  Qod  and  Faith  toward  the  Lord  Jesos  Christy  to 
die  unto  sin,  to  be  renewed  in  the  qnrit  <^  their  mind,  and  to  live  unto  right- 
eousness:— ^That  the  children  of  Qod  saved  by  Grace,  led  and  taught  by  the 
Word  and  Spirit  of  God,  besides  eiyoying  all  the  Benefits  of  the  Covenant  of 
Redemption,  which  are  bestowed  on  them  through  their  Communion  with  Christ 
in  Grace ;  may  also  enjoy,  in  this  life  the  First  Fruits  of  Communion  with  him 
in  Glory,  whereby  they  possess  the  earnest  of  their  boundless  and  eternal  in- 
heritance, in  a  settled  sense  of  God's  love,  in  peace  of  consdenoe^  in  joy  in  the 
Holy  Ghost,  rejoicing  in  hope  of  the  gloiy  of  Gk>d. 


CHAPTER    VI. 

BDB  APPLICATION  OP  THE  COVENANT  OP  REDEMPTION  TO  INDI- 
VIDUAL ICEN :  UNION  AND  COMMUNION  WITH  THE  LORD  JESUS 
CHRIST. 

I.  Man's  Alienation  from  God,  and  Perpetaal  Sbortooming. — 2.  Perpetaal  Neces- 
stt7  for  Special  Divine  Graoo. — 3.  These  two  Facts  Combined  and  Applied:  the 
Result — L  Special,  Determinate,  ElTectnal  Salvation.— IL  1.  Prerogatives  of  the 
Regenerate :  Apostles*  Creed : — (a)  Commnnion  of  Saints : — {b)  Forgiveness  of 
Sns:— (c)  Resorrection  of  the  Bodj:— (^  Life  Everiasting.— 2.  Divine  Som- 
maiy  oonoeming  these  Prerogatives: — (a)  We  mne  in  Christ,  and  he  is  made  unio 
tcs  Wisdom,  Righteousness,  Sanctification,  and  Redemption  :~^)  This  is  o/Gkxt, 
and  hy  God : — (c)  Thus  we  are  IMvinelj  United  to  Christ,  and  have  Commnnion 
with  him:— <<q  We  are  Spedallj CaUed  and  Chosen  of  God  hereunto :—(0)  And 
that  in  Special  Contemplation  of  oar  own  Vileness:— (/)  And  to  put  an  End  to 
all  Glorying;  except  in  him. — ^IIL  1.  Immediate  EfESsct  of  the  Application  to  us 
of  the  Benefits  of  Redemption  in  our  Union  and  Communion  with  Clirist — 2.  The 
Mjrstical  Body  thus  created. — 3.  Matters  involved  in  our  Union  with  Christ: — (a) 
God  gives  Christ  to  us,  to  be  our  Saviour : — (6)  He  gives  us  to  Christ,  to  be  his 
People:— (c)  Christ's  Consent  to  this  Union:— (d)  Our  Consent  thereto: — («)  Un- 
avoidable Certainty  of  the  Result  of  this  Union.— 4.  The  Spiritual  Means  whereby 
this  Mystical  Union  is  effected : — (a)  On  the  part  of  Christ,  it  is  his  own  Spirit — 
the  Holy  Ghost : — (6)  On  our  part,  Saving  Faith  in  the  Divine  Redeemer  cruci- 
fied for  us:— (c)  Infinite  Efficacy  of  these  Means. — IV.  1.  Fellowship  with  Christ 
— 2.  Fruits  of  our  Communion  with  him.— 3.  Communion  with  him  in  Grace. — 
4.  Communion  with  him  in  Glory. — 5.  Clearness  and  Certainty  of  the  Results 
reached. 

I.— 1.  In  considering  the  results  of  God's  dealings  with  the 
nman  race,  nothing  is  more  obvious  than  the  utter  shortcoming 
f  man  in  every  condition  in  which  he  has  been  placed.  The 
riginal  fall  of  man  under  the  Covenant  of  Works ;  the  apos- 
ficy  of  the  race  under  the  first  dispensation  of  the  Covenant  of 
Jrace,  and  its  almost  total  destruction  by  the  flood ;  the  new 
nd  nearly  complete  rejection  of  Qod  by  the  whole  race  during 
he  Noacic  dispensation,  and  the  fearful  acquiescence  in  that 
Bsult  manifested  by  God  in  the  call  of  Abraham  ;  the  entire 
ondition  of  the  race  thus  rejecting  God,  as  exhibited  to  ns 
ming  the  whole  period  covered  by  the  Abrahamic  and  Mosaic 
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dispensations ;  the  whole  career  of  the  Old  Testament  Chturch 
itself,  terminating  with  the  rejection  and  crucifixion  of  the  Son 
of  Gk>d  ;  and  now  under  the  Gh>spel  Church  for  eighteen  cento- 
rieSy  the  deplorable  persecutions  that  Church  has  endured,  the 
unspeakable  evils  of  which  its  own  corruptions  and  apostades 
have  been  the  cause,  and  the  ceaseless  triumph  of  every  form  of 
wickedness,  in  one  immense  portion  after  another  of  the  whole 
race,  through  all  these  centuries  1  What  are  all  these  but  over- 
whelming exhibitions  of  the  utter  shortcoming  of  man — ^the 
whole  constituting  one  boundless  proof  of  his  alienation  from 
God? 

2.  It  has  been  equally  manifest  throughout  the  whole  career 
of  the  human  race,  and  throughout  all  QoA^b  dealings  with  it, 
that  there  has  been  a  perpetual  necessity  on  the  part  of  Ood,  to 
supplement  the  ordinary  divine  helps  bestowed  by  him  on  man, 
with  special  divine  aids,'  in  order  to  secure  to  man  the  complete 
enjoyment  of  whatever  mercies  were  given  to  him,  or  to  obtain 
from  him  the  complete  discharge  of  whatever  dutiea  were  re- 
quired of  him.  The  more  perfectly  we  understand  the  condition 
of  all  things  under  the  Covenant  of  Works,  the  more  wonderfur 
it  is  that  man  fell ;  and  in  like  degree  the  more  clear  it  is  that 
it  was  the  lack  of  special  divine  help — grace — ^which  it  was  im- 
possible for  God  to  give  consistently  with  the  nature  of  the  trial 
through  which  man  was  passing,  which  made  that  trial  fataL  And 
the  very  conception  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace,  and  its  promulgation 
after  the  Fall  of  man  ;  and  all  the  successive  dispensations  of  it 
from  Adam  to  Christ;  and  the  advent  and  whole  work  of  Christ; 
and  the  outpouring  and  whole  work  of  the  Holy  Ghost ;  and  all 
the  dealings  of  God  with  men  under  the  New  Testament  Church: 
all  constitute  one  unbroken  series  of  the  most  illustrious  proofs 
that  special  divine  aid — grace — is  the  one  grand  and  unalterable 
condition  of  duty  completely  discharged,  and  of  mercy  completely 
enjoyed.  And  if  any  thing  could  make  the  shortcoming  of  man 
more  distinct,  and  the  need  of  special  grace  more  conspicuous ; 
it  would  be  the  fact  that  this  being,  so  impotent  to  the  true  and 
the  good,  is  distinguished  most  of  all  by  his  ineffaceable  convio- 
tion  of  the  reality  of  truth  and  goodness ;  that  this  being,  so 
.  averse  to  God,  the  only  object  of  all  true  religion,  has  no  impulse 
in  his  nature  so  deep  and  so  stedfast  as  his  religious  impulse, 

8.  That  all  men  do  not  participate  of  the  blessings  revealed 


in  Chrigt,  and  embrace  the  conditioos  of  that  eternal  life  wliich 
is  brought  to  light  through  him  ;  is  therefore  no  more  than  a 
Dew  illustration  of  the  whole  career  of  a  meej  whose  evil  deeJs 
show  that  they  love  what  Grod  calls  Jarkoess  more  than  what 
God  calls  light.*  That  any  of  them  heartily  embrace  that  mercy 
ami  completely  attain  that  life  ;  proves,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
special  divine  aid — grace— has  been  given  to  them  by  God,  And 
that  God  reveals  and  applies  his  nierey,  not  to  reprohate  vessels 
of  wrath  fitted  for  destruction,  but  to  the  objects  of  bis  free  and 
special  love,  making  them  possessors  of  the  unsearchaUe  riches 
of  his  grace  ;'  is  but  ihe  continued  manifestation  of  bis  entire 
mode  of  dealing  with  man.  However  we  may  cavil  at  this, 
which  is  but  a  way  of  showing  our  terrible  alienation  from  God; 
or  however  we  may  justly  stand  in  aw*e  as  we  hebdd  it :  we 
ought  to  be  fully  aware  that  but  for  this  special  grace  of  God, 
it  is  infinitely  certain  that  not  a  single  sinner  ever  would  be 
eared.  At  any  rate,  wo  cannot  deny  the  reality  of  this  divine 
way  of  dealing  through  special  gracuj  without  at  the  same  time 
rejecting  the  Scriptures  as  the  word  of  God,  discrediting  the  whole 
course  of  divine  providence,  refusing  all  credence  to  the  total 
history  of  our  raeCy  denying  the  moral  government  of  God  which 
18  administered  before  our  face,  dishebeviDg  the  testimony  of 
every  renewed  soul,  and  sOencing  alike  the  voice  of  conscience 
and  the  voice  of  God's  Spirit  within  us,  Ue  who  can  do  ali  this, 
will  have  for  his  pains  only  this,  that  he  is  a  living  proof  of  the 
truth  which  he  denies  ;  for  if  grace  were  not  special^  he  might 
not  have  been  what  he  is. 

4-  The  Word  was  made  flesh  :  they  that  believe  on  bis  name 
become  the  sons  of  God  :  for  they  are  bom  not  of  blood,  nor  of 
the  will  of  the  flesh,  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  God.^  They 
are  l>om  again,  born  fn>m  above,  horn  of  the  Spirit.*  For  the 
sons  of  God  are  as  many  as  are  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God/  By 
biB  own  blood  Christ  has  obtained  eternal  redemption  for  u»f 
And  all  the  promises  of  God  in  him  are  yea,  and  in  him  are 
amen  unto  the  glory  of  God  by  us/  God  according  to  his 
mercy  saves  us  by  the  washing  of  regeneration,  and  renewing  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  which  he  shed  on  us  abundantly  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Saviour  ;  that  being  justified  by  his  grace,  we  should 

*  John,  til  19.  *  Rom.,  ix.  22,  23;  1  Con,  il  8-1 G,  *  Joho,  I  12,  13. 

^  John,  ill  ^7-         •  Bom.,  TiiL  14,  »  Heb.,  ix.  12.         t  2  Oor.,  I  20. 
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be  made  heirs  according  to  the  hope  of  etemid  life.'  All  that 
the  Father  giveth  me,  aaith  Christy  shall  come  to  me ;  and  him 
that  Cometh  to  me  I  will  in  no  wise  cast  out.  And  this  is  the 
Father's  will  which  hath  sent  me,  that  of  all  which  he  hath 
given  me,  I  should  lose  nothing,  but  shonld  raise  it  up  again  at 
the  last  day."  Such  statements  as  these — and  the  number  of 
them  throughout  the  Scriptures  is  past  computation-hoover  the 
case  in  all  its  possible  bearings,  and  hardly  admit  of  being  wrested 
out  of  their  clear  sense.  Touching  the  present  matter,  their 
simple  and  naked  declaration  is,  that  the  elect  of  (}od,  being 
redeemed  by  the  blood  of  Christ,  are  made  partakers  of  all  the 
benefits  of  that  redemption,  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  Every  thing  ii 
special,  every  thing  is  determinate,  every  thing  is  e£tetuaL  Nor 
is  it  possible  for  us  to  conceive  how  it  could  be  otherwise^  viewed 
fiom  the  divine  side  of  such  questions :  nor  viewed  from  the  hu- 
man side  of  them,  how  it  could  be  possible  for  any  sinner  to  be 
saved,  if  it  were  otherwise.  If  we  could  prove  that  God  doei 
not  choose  us — ^what  we  would  gain  would  be  our  infiiUiblo  per- 
dition. If  we  admit  that  he  does  choose  us,  then  he  must  have 
changed  his  mind  concerning  us,  or  his  purpose  to  choose  us  must 
be  eternal  But  he  tells  us  plainly  not  only  that  his  choosing  us 
— our  election  by  him — ia  of  grace,  and  according  to  his  own  pur- 
pose ;  but  that  our  salvation  and  the  holy  calling  which  fits  us 
for  it,  are  not  according  to  our  works,  but  according  to  his  own 
purpose  and  grace,  which  was  given  us  in  Christ  Jesus  before  the 
world  began.* 

II. — 1.  The  earliest,  the  most  comprehensiye,  and  the  most 
universally  accepted  of  all  the  summaries  of  faith  which  have 
existed  among  Christians — that  which  is  commonly  called  the 
Apostles'  Creed — has  recapitulated  the  chief  prerogatives  of 
which  the  elect  of  God,  by  the  specific  application  to  them  of 
the  benefits  of  redemption  by  the  blood  of  Christ,  are  made  par- 
takers through  the  Holy  Ghost'  That  ancient  symbol  states 
first  the  faith  of  all  Christians  concerning  God  the  Father,  sec- 
ondly concerning  the  Son  ;  thirdly  concerning  the  Holy  Ghost ; 
and  fourthly  concerning  the  Church.  In  this  last  division  the 
great  prerogatives  of  believers  are  stated  under  four  heads,  thus : 

'  Titos,  m.  4-7.  '  John,  vL  37,  39. 

•  Kar'  iK?,oy^  ;fc^trof.  Rom.,  xl  6. — Kar*  UXo-^i^  npdOeai^.  Roixl,  ix.  11. — ^Kot* 
Uiav  npoOeaiv  Kal  ;t<'P'v  ^  Meioav  ij/uv  tv  X^wrr^  ^l^aov  npb  ;(p6viiv  aluviuvm  % 
Tim.,  L  9.  *  Jolm,  L  IS,  13. 
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(a)  The  Commuoion  of  Saints.  For  we  are  no  raore  strangers 
"and  lareignera,  but  fellow-citizens  with  the  saints,  ami  of  the 
household  of  ftjd  ;  and  are  built  upon  the  foundation  of  the 
apostles  and  pTOphets,  Jesus  Christ  hiiost'lf  being  the  chief  cor- 
ner stone.*  And  we  tire  come  unto  Mount  Zion,  and  unto  the 
I  city  of  the  living  God,  the  heavenly  Jerusalem^  and  to  an  iinm- 
feemble  company  of  angels,  to  the  general  assembly  and  church 
m  the  first  bom,  whicli  are  written  in  heaven,  antl  to  GlhI  the 
■udgc  of  all  J  and  to  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect,  and  to 
pesus  the  Mediator  of  the  new  covenant,  and  to  the  blood  of 
fiprhiklintr,  that  speaketh  butter  things  than  tlie  Mood  of  Abel.* 

(h)  The  Forgiveness  of  Sins,  For  there  is  ttierefore  now  no 
condemnation  to  them  whicli  are  in  Christ  Jesus,  who  walk  not 
afler  the  flesh,  hut  after  the  Spirit.  For  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of 
life  in  Christ  Jesus  hath  made  me  free  from  tlie  hiw  of  sin  and 
death/  Moreover,  aa  God  not  only  foreknows  and  predestinates 
his  cliildreu,  hut  also  justifies  and  glorifies  them,  who  can  gainsay 
these  things  ?  If  God  be  for  us,  who  can  be  against  us  ?  If 
God  «pared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  for  us  all,  how 
ihall  Ije  not  with  him  also  freely  give  us  all  tilings  ?  Who  shall 
ly  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God's  elect,  when  God  himself 
isttfies  them  ?* 

(c)  The  Kesurrection  of  the  Body.     For  the  declaration  of 

Jhrist  is  express  that  the  hour  is  coming  in  the  which  all  that 

in  the  graves  shall  hear  the  voice  of  the  Sun  of  Man,  and 

ball  come  forth  ;  they  that  have  done  gocxl,  unto  the  resurrec* 

ion  of  life;  and  they  that  hnve  doae  evil,  unto  the  resurrection 

'damnation/     Fur  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  if  he  be  our  Saviour, 

rill  change  our  vile  body,  that  it  may  be  fashioned  like  unto  bin 

jorioua  body,  according  to  the  working  whereby  he  is  able  even 

I  subdue  all  things  to  himself*     Children  of  the  first  Adam  who 

ras  made  a  living  soul,  and  was  of  the  earth,  eartliy,  we  have 

>rnu  the  image  of  the  earthy :  children  of  the  second  Adam, 

If  ho  was  a  quickening  spirit,  and  the  Lord  from  heaven,  we  shall 

bear  the  image  of  the  heavenly  :  and  thus  we  shall  possess 

'kingdom  which  flesh  and  blo<jd  cannot  inherit^and  wherein 

ith  18  swallowed  up  in  victory/ 

(rf)  Life  Everlasting.    For  God  will  give  eternal  life  to  them 

•  BpfcL,  ii.  19,  20.        '  Heb.,  xil  22^24.        *  Rom.,  viiL  1,  2.        "  Rom.,  viiL  20-33, 

*  John,  V.  23,  29.  <  Pkil,  iii  20,  21,  f  1  Cor,  iv.  45-54. 
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who  by  patient  continaance  in  well-doing,  seek  for  ^oij  and. 
honoiur  and  immortality/  And  though  sin  bath  reigned  mito^ 
death,  even  so  shall  grace  reign  through  righteoasness  onto  eter- 
nal life  by  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord."  For  while  the  wages  of  sin 
is  death,  the  gift  of  Gtoi  is  eternal  life  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.'  Yea,  blessed  be  the  Ghxt  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesos 
Christ,  which  according  to  his  abundant  mercy  hath  begotten  us 
again  unto  a  lively  hope,  by  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ  fifom 
the  dead,  to  an  inheritance  incorruptible  and  undefiled,  and  that 
fiideth  not  away,  reserved  in  heaven  for  those  who  are  kept  by  the 
mighty  power  of  Qt)d  through  £uth  unto  salvation  refbdy  to  be 
revealed  in  the  last  time.^ 

2.  A  summary,  still  more  thorough  and  complete,  of  the 
benefits  secured  to  us  in  the  Covenant  of  Bedemption,  together 
with  the  ground  of  their  bestovral  on  us,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  are  e£fectually  applied  to  us,  is  furnished  in  a  single 
sentence  given  by  inspiration  of  GkxL  But  of  him — namely, 
Ghxi — are  ye  in  Christ  Jesus,  who  of  God  is  made  unto  us  Wis- 
dom, and  Righteousness,  and  Sanctification,  and  Bedemptioo.' 
That  is  to  say : 

(a)  We  bear  to  Christ  Jesus  such  a  relation  as  God  expresses 
by  saying.  We  are  in  him  :  and  Christ  Jesus  bears  such  a  rela- 
tion to  us  as  Grod  expresses  by  saying  that  he  is  made  unto  us 
Wisdom,  Bighteousness,  Sanctification,  and  Redemption. 

(b)  In  both  respects  this  relation  between  us  and  Christ 
Jesus  has  occurred  in  such  a  manner,  as  Grod  expresses  by  say- 
ing that  we  are  in  him  of  Oodj  and  that  he  is  made  unto  us 
by  God. 

(c)  We  being  so  in  Christ  Jesus  of  God,  as  to  possess  by 
him,  and  to  partake  through  and  in  him  of  Wisdom,  Bighteous- 
ness, Sanctification,  and  Bedemption ;  and  Christ  Jesus  being 
so  made  by  God  unto  us.  Wisdom,  Bighteousness,  Sanctification, 
and  Bedemption ;  we  are  actually  united  to  Christ  Jesus,  and 
that  by  a  divine  work ;  and  actually  have  communion  with  him 
in  gmce  and  in  glory. 

(d)  To  this,  let  it  be  added  as  distinctly  taught  in  immediate 
connection  with  the  summary  we  ore  considering,  and  as  exple- 
tive of  it,  that  we  were  called  of  God  unto  this  fellowship  of  his 

*Roin^iL7.  •Bom.,T.21.  *BoaDL,¥LSt. 

« 1  FMer,  L  3-6.  i  1  Cor.,  L  80. 
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3on  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  :*  that  to  those  thus  called  of  Gk)d, 
Christ  crucified  is  the  power  of  God  and  the  wisdom  :*  that  the 
grace  of  Gk>d  which  is  given  them  by  Jesus  Christ,  enriches  them 
la  every  thing :'  and  that  waiting  for  the  coming  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  he  will  confirm  them  unto  the  end,  that  they  may 
be  blameless  iu  the  day  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ/ 

(e)  That  Gk>d,  in  this  whole  procedure  of  his  grace,  chose  and 
^aUed  his  saints  in  contemplation  of  their  being  foolish  things  of 
the  world,  chosen  to  confound  the  wise  :  weak  things  of  the 
nrorld,  chosen  to  confound  the  mighty;  base  things  of  the  world, 
»nd  things  which  are  despised,  hath  God  chosen,  yea,  and  things 
erhich  are  not,  to  bring  to  nought  things  which  are." 

(/)  And,  finally,  we  are  plainly  told,  that  it  was  in  the  wis- 
iom  of  God  that  the  world  by  wisdom  knew  not  God,  and  that 
it  pleased  God  by  the  foolishness  of  preaching  to  save  them  that 
believe:*  that  this  very  preaching  of  the  cross  which  is  the  power 
y{  God  to  them  which  are  saved,  is  to  them  that  perish  foolish- 
oees  f  and  that  the  whole  procedure  of  God  in  the  choosing, 
sailing,  and  saving  his  saints,  was  precisely  and  eternally  de- 
signed to  stop  all  flesh  from  glorying  in  his  presence,  and  to 
cause  that  all  that  gloried  should  glory  in  the  Lord  :•  every  thing 
being  the  result  of  that  favour  which  God  shows  towards  us,  and 
of  those  gifts  which  he  bestows  upon  us,  which  are  the  two  chief 
senses  of  the  phrase.  The  Grace  of  God. 

III. — 1.  The  immediate  efiect  upon  us  of  the  application  to 
us  of  the  benefits  secured  for  ns  by  the  Covenant  of  Bedemption, 
and  of  the  bestowment  upon  us  of  the  first  fruits  thereof;  is,  as 
has  been  already  intimated,  our  Union  and  Communion  with  the 
Mediator  of  that  Covenant,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  And  what 
immediately  results  from  that,  is  our  Communion  with  all  saints 
— ^which  is  the  first  benefit  stated  in  the  Apostles'  Creed  ;  the 
truth  of  which  I  have  before  shown,  and  the  full  exposition  of 
which  will  occupy  us  hereafter.  United  to  our  covenant  Head  by 
fiaith,  our  persons  are  beloved,  and  our  services  are  accepted  in 
him,  and  we  receive  all  grace  and  all  good  from  him.*  And 
united  to  all  saints  by  love,  we  have  a  participation  in  all  that 
distinguishes  them  and  us.  as  partakers  of  one  conmion  sal- 
vation. 

*  1  Ccir.,  L  8.  •  1  Cor.,  L  24.  "  1  Cor.,  i.  4.  *  1  Cor.,  L  7,  8. 

*  1  Oor.,  I  27,  28.      •  1  Oor.,  L  21.  M  Cor.,  L  18.  •  1  Cor.,  i  2d-31. 

*  John,  1 16,  17;  Eph^lL4-13. 
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2.  In  the  coDtemplation  of  God,  as  I  have  shown  fally  in  a 
])reyious  chapter,  the  Covenant  of  Redemption  in  its  most  funda- 
mental sense,  had  relation  to  the  elect  of  God  ;  and  each  person 
of  the  Godhead  stood  related  therein  to  the  special  work  he  wonld 
perform — the  special  part  he  would  take  in  their  salvation.  This 
is  80  emphatic  concerning  the  Son,  who,  besides  being  a  party  to 
that  covenant,  became  the  Mediator  of  it  between  God  and  men; 
that  all  the  redeemed  became  parties  in  interest  to  it  as  repio* 
sented  by  him,  who  as  their  covenant  head  engaged  for  their  re- 
demption and  received  them  as  his :  and  they  became  actually 
his  in  their  regeneration  in  a  personal  covenant  with  him.  That 
body  of  which  Christ  is  the  head  is  mystical,  that  is  it  is  both 
real  and  spiritual,  and  is  made  up  of  elect  sinners,  redeemed 
by  him,  and  all  united  to  him  by  faith,  and  to  each  other  by 
love ;  as  I  have  before  said.  Innumerable  statements  of  the 
Scriptures  relate  to  this  universal  and  invisible  Church  of  Christ, 
and  to  his  relation  to  it  as  Lord,  and  Ruler,  and  Redeemer,  and 
Head,  and  Husband,  and  all  in  all :  and  one  whole  Book  (Can- 
ticles) is  devoted  to  the  elucidation,  by  means  of  the  most  sacred 
and  intimate  of  all  human  relations,  of  the  ties  between  the  Sa- 
viour and  his  elect  Bride.  The  union  of  this  whole  body,  and 
of  every  member  of  it,  with  the  person  of  Christ,  is  a  mystical 
union,  that  is  a  real  and  spiritual  one ;  and  the  manner  of  its  oc- 
currence is  also  mystical,  but  yet  real  and  spiritual ;  so  that  the 
body  itself,  and  its  union  with  Christ,  and  the  manner  in  which 
that  union  is  effected,  are  all  of  one  and  the  same  nature.  There 
is  nothing  metaphorical  in  the  case,  much  less  any  thing  imagi- 
nary: neither  is  there  any  thing  physical  or  corporal  But  never- 
theless it  is  real,  regard  being  had  to  the  things  united:  for  while 
the  Apostle  admits  it  to  be  a  great  mystery,  he  asserts  the  fact 
that  our  nature,  soul,  and  body,  are  united  to  the  soul  and  body 
of  Christ,  for  we  are  declnred  to  be  members  of  hb  body,  of  his 
llL'sh,  and  of  his  bones  :*  nay,  in  a  certain  sense,  the  church  is  the 
very  body  of  Christ,  and  each  saint  a  particular  member  of  that 
body :'  and  they  are  all  made  partakers  of  the  divine  nature.' 
When  we  have  regard,  on  the  other  hand,  to  the  means  whereby 
the  mystery  of  this  union  is  wrought,  they  are  all  spiritual  means, 
and  will  be  pointed  out  directly.  And  so  the  union  between 
Christ  and  the  believer,  which  immediately  results  from  the  ap- 

«  Epb.,  V.  29-32.  '  1  Cor.,  xiL  27.  *  2  Peter,  I  4 
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plication  to  us  of  the  benefitfi  of  Redemption,  is  a  UDion  at 
once  rejil  and  spiritual  ;  and  iB,  therefore,  properly  called 
mysticaL 

3.  This  anion  with  Christ  involves  immediate  and  boundless 
results ;  and  that  so  fundamentally,  that  we  oannot  conceive 
properly  of  its  occurrence,  without  conceiving  of  those  matters 
thus  indispensably  connected  with  it.     For  example, 

(a)  In  this  act,  God  gives  Christ  to  us  to  bo  our  Saviour  ; 
thus  accomplishing  the  very  purpose  of  his  free  and  special  love. 
For,  said  Christ,  God  so  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only 
begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  lielieveth  in  him  should  not  perish, 
but  have  everlastiog  life.*  And  so  Christ  said  again,  I  have  man- 
ifested thy  name  to  the  men  which  tbou  gaveat  me  out  of  the 
world  ;  thine  they  were,  and  thou  gavest  them  me  ;  and  they 
have  kept  thy  word/ 

(t)  In  this  act,  also,  God  gives  us  to  Christ,  to  be  his  peo- 
ple, and  to  be  saved  by  him  ;  thus  accomplishing  the  most  fun- 
damental stipulation  of  the  Coveoant  of  Grace,  and  the  unal- 
terable purpose  of  God  to  have  a  seed  to  serve  him.  For  it  is 
written,  that  both  he  that  sanctifieth  and  they  who  are  eancti- 
6ed  are  all  of  one :  for  which  cause  he  is  not  ashamed  to  call 
them  brethren,  saying,  I  will  declare  thy  name  unto  my  breth- 
ren. And  again.  Behold  I  and  the  children  which  God  hath 
given  me/  And  Christ  has  explicitly  told  us,  that  he  is  entirely 
and  exclusively  the  Master  of  all  who  are  united  to  him/ 

(c)  It  was  in  contemplation  of  this  very  union  between  Christ 
and  all  belicvei's  that  the  method  of  the  grace  of  God  by  vmj 
of  the  Incamatiou  of  the  Sou,  became  the  way  of  salvation  for 
fklloQ  men  :  and  in  full  view  thereof,  that  the  Son  covenanted  to 
redeem  us,  and  to  receive  us  as  hia,  thus  united  to  him.  For  in 
all  things  it  behooved  him  to  be  made  like  unto  his  brethren/ 
And  forasmuch  aa  the  children  which  God  had  given  hira,  are 
partakers  of  flesh  and  blood,  he  also  himself  likewise  took  part 
of  the  same;  that  through  death  he  might  dcatroy  him  that  had 
the  power  of  death,  that  is  the  devil ;  and  deliver  them  who 
through  fear  of  death  were  all  their  lifetime  subject  to  bondage.* 
And  so  he  consented  to  become  Iraraanuel,  which  is,  God  with 
Hi,  and  to  be  called  Jesus,  which  is,  Saviour/ 


[  Jotuv  ill  1<>. 
,  I  17, 
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(d)  Our  consent  to  this  union  with  Christ,  is  the  veiy  foun- 
dation of  our  taking  him  to  he  our  Lord — the  very  essence  of  our 
professing  his  name — the  very  expression  of  our  taking  his  yoke 
upon  us — the  very  proof  of  our  divine  call.  For,  said  Christ,  no 
man  can  come  unto  me,  except  it  were  given  unto  him  of  my 
Father.'  And  the  hurden  of  the  song  of  the  Bride  is,  I  am  my 
heloved's,  and  my  beloved  is  mine.'  And  his  children  express 
their  delight  in  him  by  saying,  I  am  the  Lord's  ;  and  by  calling 
themselves  after  bis  name.^  And  the  rest  they  find  unto  their 
souls,  is  by  taking  his  yoke  upon  them,  and  learning  of  him.* 

(e)  It  may  be  readily  conceded — and  is  theoretically  unques- 
tionable, that  even  after  all  this,  the  sinner  if  left  to  himself 
would  certainly  apostatize  from  Christ,  and  perish  :  the  grounds 
of  which  statement  being  numerous,  and  chiefly  very  obvious, 
need  not  be  recapitulated  here,  out  of  their  place — ^farther  than 
to  note  the  general  fact,  that  however  fSftr  the  restoration  of  £illen 
man  may  proceed  in  this  life,  it  is  not  perfected  here.  But  we 
are  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  union  with  Christ  is  an  inseparaUe 
union  ;  that  the  act  of  God  giving  Christ  to  us,  and  the  act  giv- 
ing us  to  Christ,  are  irrevocable,  covenant  acts ;  that  Christ  has 
actually  performed  his  part  of  the  covenant,  and  the  Father,  and 
the  Holy  Ghost,  have  commenced  the  performance  of  theirs,  and 
gone  a  great  length  therein — all  which  has  been  proved  :  and 
then,  it  appears  to  me,  that  the  whole  grounds  of  the  theoretical 
possibility,  much  less  certainty  of  the  perdition  of  a  soul  once 
united  to  Christ,  vanish  at  once.  Now  let  us  add,  point  by  point, 
that  the  love  of  Go&  is  everlasting,  and  the  love  of  Christ  un- 
changeable :'  that  the  Covenant  of  Redemption  is  an  everlasting 
covenant  ordered  in  all  things  and  sure  :*  that  Christ's  interces- 
sion for  his  people  is  continual  and  effectual  :^  that  the  divine 
seed  and  Spirit  of  God  abide  in  every  one  that  is  born  of  God  :' 
that  they  have  the  explicit  promise  that  they  shall  not  depart 
from  him,  and  the  distinct  assurance  of  Christ  that  they  shall 
never  perish  :*  and  finally  that  there  is  an  inheritance,  incorrupt- 
ible, undefiled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away,  reserved  in  heaven  for 
those  whom  GtoA  hath  begotten  again  unto  a  lively  hope,  by  the 
resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ  from  the  dead,  unto  which  they  are 

»  John,  vi.  65.  »  Song  of  Sol,  il  16;  vi.  3;  vil  10.  *  laa,  xHt.  6. 

<  Matt,  xi.  20.  «  Jer.,  xxxL  3 ;  John,  xiiL  L 

•  Heb.,  xiil  20,  21 ;  lea,  Uv.  la  f  Heb.,  vil  26. 
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kept  bjr  the  mighty  power  throngh  faith  unto  salvatioD,  ready  to 
be  revealed  in  the  last  time.'  If  any  one  of  these  nomerous  and 
conclnsiTe  truths  is  worthy  of  human  acceptation^  then  there 
can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  destiny  of  those  whom  the  Apostle 
Peter  characterizes  as  elect  according  to  the  foreknowledge  of 
God  the  Father,  through  sanctification  of  the  Spirit,  unto  obe- 
dience and  sprinkling  of  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ.'  But  seeing 
that  every  one  of  these  truths  is  distinctly  revealed  by  God,  and 
that  their  reiteration  is  incessant  throughout  the  Scriptures  ;  I 
can  no  more  conceive  how  we  are  to  discredit  the  sublime  result 
which  they  all  establish,  than  I  can  conceive  how  man  could  ob- 
tain any  advantage,  or  God  gain  any  glory,  by  discrediting  that 
result.     Why  should  not  God  save  his  elect  ? 

4.  I  have  already  said  that  all  the  means  whereby  our  union 
with  Christ  is  wrought,  are  spiritual  means  :  and  I  had  before 
shown  that  the  union  itself  was  the  immediate  result  of  the  ap- 
plication to  us  of  the  benefits  secured  to  us  by  the  Covenant  of 
Redemption  :  from  whence  it  follows,  as  has  already  been  shown 
in  another  way,  that  the  benefits  of  the  Covenant  of  Redemption 
are  applied  to  us  by  spiritual  means.  Proceeding  now  to  point 
out  those  means,  it  is  striking  to  observe  how,  in  the  very  nature 
of  the  case,  as  well  as  in  the  very  nature  of  man,  there  lies  an 
abeolnte  impossibility  of  the  truth  of  the  doctrine  of  sacramental 
grace,  ex  opere  opercUo,  upon  which  every  system  of  will- worship, 
and  formalism,  fix)m  the  highest  Romanism  downward,  funda- 
mentally rests. 

(a)  The  spiritual  means  whereby  the  benefits  of  the  Covenant 
of  Redemption  are  applied  to  us,  and  from  whose  application  to 
us,  the  effect  is  our  union  with  Christ ;  may  be  contemplated  in 
a  twofold  aspect.  On  the  part  of  Christ,  it  is  his  Spirit  wliich 
makes  the  oracles,  the  ordinances,  and  the  ministry  which  God 
has  established,  efiectual  in  gathering  and  perfecting  his  saints.* 
This  is  the  especial  work  of  the  Holy  Ghost.*  And  this  union  of 
the  believer  with  Christ  is  the  work  of  God's  special  grace,  by 
the  Holy  Ghost,  wrought  in  our  efiectual  calling.'  It  is  by  the 
Spirit  given  to  us,  and  abiding  in  us,  that  we  dwell  in  Christ, 
and  Christ  in  us.*  If  the  Spirit  of  God  dwell  in  us,  we  are  not 
in  the  flesh,  but  in  the  Spirit :  but  if  any  man  have  not  the 

'  1  Pet  L  1-6.  •  1  Pet,  L  2.  '  Eph,  iv.  11-13;  Isa.,  lix.  21. 

*  Titus,  iil  6,  6.        »  Eph^  L 18-20 ;  il  6-8 ;  1  Cor.,  vi.  17.      « 1  John,  iiL  24— iv.  13. 
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Spirit  of  Christy  he  is  none  of  his.'  This  Spirit  is  bestowed  on 
every  believer,  and  resides  and  powerfully  works  in  all  of  them, 
shedding  abroad  the  love  of  God  in  their  hearts.'  It  is  in  Christ, 
that  he  is  the  Spirit  of  life  unto  them  :'  and  it  is  by  him  that 
they  are  inseparably  united  to  Christ.* 

(&)  On  our  part,  the  sole  means  of  union  with  Christ,  is 
Faith  in  him  :  for  by  graoe  are  we  saved  through  faith :  and  that 
not  of  ourselves  ;  it  is  the  gift  of  God.*  It  is  at  once  the  first 
saving  efifect^  and  the  most  general  instrument  within  the  sool, 
of  the  Spirit  of  Christ  disposing  and  enabling  us  to  embrace  him 
and  cleave  to  him.*  It  is  by  faith  in  Christ,  that  we  receive  from 
God  through  Christ,  every  covenant  blessing  and  benefit  i'  and 
it  is  by  faith  in  Christ,  that  we  render  back  to  Ch)d  through 
Christ,  all  holy  and  thankful  obedience.' 

(c)  Well  may  we  say,  therefore,  that  Faith  is  a  saving  grace 
whereby  we  receive  and  rest  upon  Jesus  Christ  alone  for  salvation, 
as  he  is  offered  to  us  in  the  Gospel.  Nor  does  it  seem  to  be  pos- 
sible for  a  candid  mind  to  avoid  perceiving,  that  by  such  means 
as  these,  supposing  them  to  be  real,  a  perfectly  simple,  spiritual, 
and  efficacious  way  is  pointed  out  to  us  by  God,  whereby  a  mys- 
tical and  inseparable  union  is  established  between  the  person  of 
Christ  and  the  soul  of  the  believer.  Nor  to  avoid  seeing  that 
this  is  accomplished  by  the  Holy  Ghost  applying  to  the  soul  of 
the  believer,  the  benefits  secured  to  him  by  the  Covenant  of  Se- 
demption.  It  remains  to  point  out,  very  briefly,  the  nature  and 
effects  of  that  communion  with  Christ,  which  results  from  our 
union  with  Lim. 

IV. — 1.  The  infinite  goodness  of  God's  nature,  is  the  farthest 
point  to  which  we  can  peuetnite  in  such  enquiries  as  these.  One 
form  in  which  divine  goodness  finds  expression,  is  in  the  free  and 
eternal  Love  of  God  ;  and  that  Love  is  made  effectual,  towards 
its  objects,  in  the  special  and  efficacious  gmce  of  Gkxi.  That 
grace  expresses  itself  in  the  whole  work  of  the  Mediator  of  the 
Covenant  of  Redemption  :  and  it  expresses  itself  again  in  the 
whole  work  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  founded  upon  that  whole  work 
of  the  Saviour.  The  general  manner  of  this  work  of  the  Spirit 
is  to  apply  to  the  objects  of  God's  Love,  the  benefits  of  Christ's 

»  Rom.,  yiii  9.  2  1  Cor.,  iii.  16 ;  Rom.,  v.  6. 

■  Rom.,  viiL  2.  «  1  Cor.,  xii.  13 ;  Eph.,  it  18-20;  iy.  4. 

»  Eph.,  il  8.  •2  Cor.,  iv.  13 ;  Gal.,  v.  6 ;  Eph.,  iiL  16-21. 
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Bedemptiop ;  the  efifect  of  that  is  our  union  and  communion 
with  Christ ;  and  the  eflFect  of  our  union  with  Christ,  and  the 
manner  of  its  production,  have  just  been  explicated  in  a  general 
way.  Thus  united  to  Christ,  through  his  Spirit,  by  a  living 
Faith,  as  new  creatures,  we  have  that  Fellowship  with  him,  of 
which  the  Scriptures  speak  so  decisively,  and  to  which  they  con- 
stantly allude.  It  is  God  who  is  infinitely  faithful,  by  whom  we 
are  called  unto  the  fellowship  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.' 
It  is  declared  to  be  that  fellowship  of  the  mystery,  which  from 
the  beginning  of  the  world  hath  been  hid  in  God  ;  but  which  it 
18  one  special  object  of  preaching  among  the  Gentiles  the  un- 
searchable riches  of  Christ,  to  make  all  men  see  ;  to  the  intent 
that  now  unto  the  principalities  and  powers  in  heavenly  places 
might  be  known  by  the  Church  the  manifold  wisdom  of  God,  ac- 
cording to  the  eternal  purpose  which  he  purposed  in  Clirist  Jesus 
our  Lord."  And  so  it  is  set  before  us  as  the  fellowship  of  the 
Spirit  ;•  the  fellowship  of  the  suflfe rings  of  Christ  ;*  the  fellow- 
ship of  the  saints  with  the  Father  and  with  his  Son  Jesus  Christ.' 

2.  This  divine  fellowship,  therefore,  is  that  communion  with 
Christ,  whereby  we  participate  with  him  in  all  the  benefits 
flowing  from  the  execution  of  all  his  offices  of  Prophet,  Priest, 
and  King,  as  Mediator  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace.  Being  one 
with  him,  we  are  invested  with  the  right  to  all  that  is  his ;  are 
put  in  partial  possession  of  it  in  this  life — and  will  receive  the 
foil  fruition  of  it  in  a  higher  state  of  existence.*  The  Lord  Christ 
being  made  unto  us  of  God,  wisdom,  righteousness,  sanctification, 
and  redemption  ;  we  are  so  in  him  that  we  participate  of  his 
wisdom,  his  righteousness,  his  sanctification,  and  his  redemption.^ 
So  that  we  can  assert  no  less,  than  that  we  have  communion  with 
Christ  in  Grace,  and  in  Glory." 

3.  United  to  Christ  in  our  Efi'ectual  Calling,  and  therein 
bom  again  of  the  Spirit  and  from  above  ;  our  communion  with 
Christ  in  Grace,  therefore,  is  the  participation  with  him  in  all 
the  benefits  of  his  Bedemption,  which  specially  appertain  to  this 
life.  The  chief  of  these,  besides  our  Effectual  Calling,  and  our 
Begeneration,  just  alluded  to,  are  our  Justification,  Adoption, 
and  Sanctification  ;  together  with  all  the  benefits  which,  in  this 

>  1  Cor.,  L  9.  •  Eph.,  iU.  S-11.  *  PhiL,  ii.  1. 

*  Phil.,  a  10.  »  1  John,  I  3.  •  CoL,  ii  10;  Eev.,  il  28. 

*  1  Cor.,  L  30.  •  John,  xriL  21-24. 
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life,  accompany  or  flow  from  them  ;  the  whole  of  which  have  a 
peculiar  relation  to  saving  Faith  and  Repentance  unto  life,  as  I 
have  explained  in  part  in  another  place,  and  will  explain  farther 
hereafter. 

4.  But  there  is  also  communion  with  Christ  in  Gloiy,  as  well 
as  in  Grace.  In  this  life  they  who  are  united  to  Christ  may 
participate  with  him  in  the  first  fruits  of  his  glory.  At  the  sep- 
aration of  their  souls  from  their  sinful  bodies,  at  death,  they 
will  have  complete  participation  in  glory  with  Christ.  At  the 
Resurrection  and  final  Judgment,  their  reunited  souls  and  bodies 
will  advance  in  an  inscrutable  participation  in  glory  with  Christ 
And,  it  may  be  permitted  to  add,  somewhat  further  above  all 
comprehension  now,  is  intimated  as  their  final  portion  and  estate, 
when  the  Mediatorial  Kingdom,  in  its  perfect  glory,  shall  be 
delivered  to  the  Father  on  the  Lamb's  Book  of  Life. 

5.  It  is  to  the  particular  matters  which  have  now  been  stated 
very  generally  in  their  great  relations  to  each  other,  to  Christ, 
and  to  us  ;  that  our  attention  is  to  be  directed  in  a  special  man- 
ner. What  we  ought  to  desire  above  all,  is  to  understand  with 
perfect  clearness  this  mighty  working  of  God  within  us  ;  to  re- 
alize in  our  own  souls  every  step  of  this  progress  as  it  is  devel- 
oped, from  our  utter  impotence  in  sin  and  misery,  through  divine 
grace,  to  glory  beyond  utterance.  At  every  step,  every  error  is 
capable  of  immediate  detection  ;  for  I  appeal  exclusively  to  the 
word  of  God,  and  confess  my  ignorance  as  soon  as  that  is  silent 
It  is  to  the  conscious  experience  of  each  particular  soul,  that  I 
continually  address  myself,  from  the  depths  of  a  soul  that  has 
passed  along  all  the  way  it  attempts  to  disclose  ;  except  that  it 
perceives  there  is  a  height  it  has  not  reached,  and  sighs  for  the 
sublime  fruition  of  it.  There  are  millions  which  cannot  be  num- 
bered, who  have  found  victory  and  peace,  through  union  and 
communion  with  the  Saviour  of  sinners.  No  one  ever  found  vic- 
tory or  peace  by  rejecting  him.  How  that  mystical  union  and 
communion  are  to  be  established  between  that  Saviour  and  our 
souls,  is  more  distinctly  explained  to  us  by  Grod,  than  any  truth 
relatively  a  thousandth  part  as  important  to  any  other  science, 
ever  was  explained.  And  the  power  through  which  we  realize 
these  things,  even  the  power  of  God,  does  not  admit  of  being  re- 
duced to  a  comparison  with  all  other  powers  combined.  How 
then  are  we  to  account  for  its  apparent  inefficacy  ?    Therein  lies 
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one  of  those  overwhelming  demonstrations,  which  are  so  deeply 
imbedded  in  the  very  structure  of  the  Gospel.  The  very  first 
articulate  utterance  of  salvation  was  coupled  with  the  dreadful 
sentence — I  will  put  enmity  between  thy  seed  and  her  seed :  and 
the  very  last  closed  with  the  not  less  dreadful  sentence — God 
shall  ti^e  away  his  part  out  of  the  Book  of  Life,  and  out  of  the 
Holy  City,  and  from  the  things  which  are  written  in  this  book.* 
The  shortcoming  of  man  and  the  special  grace  of  Gt)d  united — 
mean  life  :  severed — the  result  is  death.  We  forget  that  we  are 
condemned  already — and  that  the  whole  question  is,  of  the  pos- 
sibility of  deliverance,  while  w%  await  the  final  sentence. 

'  Gen.,  iil  16 ;  Rev.,  zxil  19. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

EFFECTUAL  CALLING:  WITH  THE  MANNER  OF  ITS  OOOURBSNCB. 

I.  1.  Effectual  Calling:  its  Signiflcanoe,  and  Belatioii8.~3.  Nature  of  the  DifBcoItitf 
which  embarrass  its  Treatment. — 3.  Our  Natural  Ability  to  Good:  wholly  nuga- 
tory for  Salvation.— 4.  Free  Will:  its^Nature  and  Limitation  in  all  Betng&~4 
The  Free  Will  of  Adam,  before  his  Fall:  of  all  men  since  the  Fall:  ntteriy  impo- 
tent to  our  Reoovery.— II  1.  The  Gospel  Call,  and  its  Result,  with  Natural  Abflitf 
and  Free  Will  to  help. — 2.  The  Work  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  in  our  Eifectaal  Oallii^ 
— 3.  Its  Recognition,  in  its  Divine  Work,  of  Man's  actual  Condition:  Terms  of  the 
Problem.— 4.  Detailed  Statement: — (a)  A  Work  of  Infinite  Grace  and  Almigh^ 
Power :— (5)  Caused  by  God's  free  and  special  Love :— (c)  Relation  of  the  Father  and 
the  Son,  to  the  Method  of  our  Effectual  Calling:— (d)  Agency  of  the  Holy  Ghost: 
— (e)  Means  used  by  him: — (/)  Effects  upon  our  Understanding:—^)  Upon  our 
Will  :—(h)  Upon  our  Heart :— (i)  Upon  our  Consdenoe : — (j)  Result  upon  our  pres- 
ent, and  endless  State  :—{k)  Effectual  Calling  thus  considered. — ^IIL  I.  A  second 
Analysis  from  the  point  of  view  thus  reached. — 2.  Demonstration  that  the  Roo^ 
and  Substance  of  our  Effectual  Calling  are  Divine  and  Gracious. — 3.  Detailed. 
Statement  of  what   is  required  of  us. — 4.  Relations  of  Natural  and  Regenerate* 
States  of  the  Soul  to  each  other :  Obligations  resulting  therefrom. — 5.  Inefficapj" 
of  our  Endeavours :  Detail  of  the  Spirit's  Work  within  us. — 6.  Efficacy  of  thi» 
Divine  Work — without  Violence  to  our  Nature. 

I. — 1.  Man,  in  the  state  in  which  he  was  created,  a  peroonal 
spirit  in  the  image  of  God,  bore  the  divine  likeness  both  in  that 
the  faculties  of  the  soul  were  shadows  of  divine  attributes,  and 
in  that  the  tendencies  of  his  soul  were  towards  all  that  God  ap- 
proved. The  one  God  manifests  himself  to  us  in  as  many  as- 
pects and  ways  as  our  limited  nature  can  comprehend  ;  and  we 
express  our  sense  of  God  himself  considered  in  these  ways  and 
aspects,  by  ascribing  such  and  such  Attributes  to  him  ;  as,  in- 
tellect, will,  power,  and  the  like.  And  to  aid  our  weakness  still 
further,  we  put  into  classes  such  of  these  Attributes  as  appear 
to  us  to  be  analogous  to  each  other,  or  to  be  founded  on  some 
clear  distinction  ;  as  Primary,  Essential,  and  the  like.  In  like 
manner,  if  we  would  consider  this  finite  image  of  God,  our  own 
spirit,  in  its  absolute  oneness  and  simplicity;  and  consider  all  its 
faculties  as  only  so  many  manifestations  of  its  own  essence  ;  and 
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then  classify  those  faculties  according  to  the  analogies  and  dis- 
tinctions which  we  observe  amongst  them  :  we  would  have  the 
word  of  God  on  one  side,  and  our  own  consciousness  on  the  other, 
and  the  divine  nature  before  our  face^  in  building  up  to  perfec- 
tion the  true  science  of  our  own  being.  At  the  first  step  we  ob- 
serve how  such  a  being  must  perceive  in  God  the  sum  of  all  truth 
and  all  goodness,  and  must  cleave  to  him  with  all  the  fervour  of 
its  pure  nature.  At  the  next  step  we  perceive  the  peril  of  such 
a  being  from  the  fallibility  which  is  inherent  in  its  very  nature  as 
created — ^as  dependent,  and  as  finite.  And  at  the  third  step  we 
perceive,  that  having  fallen,  its  posture  with  reference  to  God  is 
wholly  changed  ;  and  that  in  proportion  as  it  has,  by  that  fall, 
lost  the  image  of  God,  so  will  it  cease  to  cleave  unto  God,  or  be- 
come indifferent  to  God,  or  become  wholly  averse  to  God.  And 
at  the  fourth  step  we  perceive  that  the  divine  restoration,  through 
grace,  of  this  fallen  creature  now  wholly  averse  to  God,  must 
needs  be  the  result,  not  of  its  spontaneous  endeavours  after  God, 
but  of  God's  supernatural  working  upon  it.  It  is  this  wonderful 
working  whereby  men  are  called  from  a  state  of  sin  to  a  gracious 
and  glorious  conmiunion  with  God,  which  I  intend  by  the  phrase, 
Effectual  Calling,  For  above  all  other  distinctions  in  the  human 
race,  the  most  effectual  one  is  that  which  separates  it  into  those 
who  love  God,  and  those  who  do  not :  and  of  the  former  we  are 
plainly  told  that  all  things  work  together  for  their  good.  And 
then  it  is  added,  that  their  love  for  God  is  the  result  of  their 
having  been  called  according  to  his  purpose  ;  a  calling  directly 
connected,  on  one  hand,  with  their  predestination  to  be  con- 
formed to  the  image  of  his  Son,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  with 
their  own  justification  and  glorification.  Besults — like  all  others 
involved  in  divine  grace — which  fiow  from  the  utter  impossibility 
of  separating  the  elect  of  God,  from  the  love  of  God,  which  is 
in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord.* 

2.  If  every  member  of  the  human  family  was  to  be  restored 
to  God  and  saved,  the  treatment  of  a  question  of  this  sort  would 
be  extremely  brief  and  simple  ;  if  indeed,  in  that  case,  all  treat- 
ment of  it  was  not  useless.  Or  if  those  who  will  be  saved  and 
those  who  will  be  lost,  were  totally  separated  from  each  other 
here  on  earth,  or  were  capable  of  being  unmistakeably  distin- 
guished from  each  other  while  all  are  living  together  in  sin;  such 

»  Rom.,  viiL  2S-39. 


124  THE    KNOWLBPGS    OF    OOD.  [bOOKE 

an  aspect  might  easily  be  given  to  the  subject,  as  would  siknoe 
the  ordinary  ca\il8  of  impenitent  men.    Whateyer  real  dLffical- 
ties  embarrass  the  subject,  arise  not  from  the  nature  of  this,  or 
any  other  special  truth;  but  from  the  absolute  nature  of  the  caw, 
in  applying  the  saving  grace  of  God  to  the  mixed  and  prober 
tionary  condition  of  fallen  men,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  preveofc 
that  grace  from  being  absolutely  fruitless  on  one  side,  and  from 
seeming  to  our  weak  faculties  to  be  merely  capricious  ou  the 
other.    And  these  difficulties  are  augmented  by  our  pronenen  to 
treat  with  tenderness,  if  not  with  a  kind  of  reverence,  oavib 
which  we  accept  as  honest  doubts  of  sincere  enquirers,  for  whose 
satisfaction  we  would  allay  the  mystery  of  godliness  ;  while  (M 
in  his  blessed  word  constantly  repels  them  as  mere  refuges  of  liei, 
fatal  to  the  souls  of  men,  and  insulting  to  the  majesty  of  God. 
God  never  permits  us  to  forget  that  the  real  posture  of  the  ques- 
tion is  such,  that  nothing  but  sovereign  and  special  graoe  can  do 
us  any  good.     Nay,  if  we  were  to  judge  of  ourselves  merely  bj 
the  manner  in  which  we  have  treated  this  very  aspect  of  it, 
namely,  God's  calls  to  us  to  repent  and  believe  the  Gtospel ;  we 
could  say  no  less  than  that  we  must  be  lost,  without  some  most 
effectual  interposition  of  God.     And  thb  is  merely  admitting 
that  to  be  true  of  our  own  soul,  which  the  Scriptures  teach  us  is 
true  of  every  soul ;  a  truth  without  which  no  soul  can  be  saved 
at  all.     It  is  the  efficacy  of  that  truth  which  I  desire  to  ex- 
hibit now. 

8.  We  possess,  even  in  our  fallen  state,  ability  to  perceive 
and  to  conform  to  those  natural  and  temporal  obligations,  which. 
we  owe  as  natural  and  moral  creatures  to  ourselves  and  others:^ 
and  the  right  discharge  of  duties  of  that  description,  draws  after 
it  the  greatest  natural  and  temporal  blessings — as  the  right  un- 
derstanding of  them  involves  some  of  the  most  important  parts- 
of  human  knowledge.     I  have  constantly  asserted  the  enduring- 
force  of  that  natural  morality  which  appertains  to  our  very  nature 
as  moral  beings,  until  we  are  finally  sentenced  and  shut  up  in 
hell ;  and  to  the  irrevocable  permanence  of  all  those  great  prin- 
ciples and  truths,  which  belonged  to  our  primeval  condition  as 
really  as  our  very  essence  did.     It  is  the  culture,  the  love,  and 
the  practice  of  these  things,  which  are  the  chief  ornament  and 
glory  of  man  considered  merely  as  a  creature  of  G^  :  and  the 

^  Bom.,  il  13-16. 
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iieight  to  which  he  can  still  rise  thereby,  is  the  noblest  monument 
iBd  proof  of  the  sublime  estate  he  once  enjoyed.  But  the  mo- 
ment we  pass  out  of  natural  and  temporal  things — the  moment 
ire  enter  the  domain  of  unseen,  spiritual,  and  eternal  things — 
khen  such  knowledge  as  nature  and  reason  afford  us  as  the 
^und  of  religious  duty,  is  wholly  insufficient ;  and  all  the  re- 
lources  of  nature  and  reason  arc  wholly  nugatory.  We  have 
passed  into  a  region  above  our  strength  as  depraved  creatures  : 
we  are  seeking,  as  sinners,  to  know  and  to  do,  what  was  once 
possible  to  us  as  creatures  in  a  higher  estate — ^but  never  was  pos- 
rible  to  us  as  sinful  creatures  in  any  estate  at  all.  If  we  never 
oome  to  the  knowlege  of  the  Saviour  of  sinners  and  the  obliga- 
tions of  Revealed  Religion,  we  never  come  to  the  bare  possibility 
of  being  saved  :  because  as  mere  creatures  there  is  no  longer  a 
conceivable  way  of  being  saved,  for  us  ;  and  the  only  way  possi- 
ble for  us  as  sinful  creatures,  is  unknown  to  us.  And  a  step  far- 
ther, after  we  have  come  to  the  mere  knowledge  of  the  Saviour,  and 
of  the  obligations  of  RevealedReligion,  and  the  conditions  of  salva- 
tion for  us  as  sinners;  we  find  at  every  endeavour  that  something 
&r  beyond  this  is  needful;  for  our  carnal  mind  is  not  only  enmity 
ag^nst  God,  but  it  is  not  subject  to  his  law,  neither  indeed  can  be.' 
These  are  not  conjectures:  they  are  ultimate  truths.  We  speak  of 
a  divine  and  effectual  call  to  salvation  ;  and  we  begin  by  render- 
ing salvation  impossible  without  the  revealed  knowledge  of  Jesus 
Christ :  and  impossible  with  that  knowledge,  merely  of  itself. 
Ultimate  truths,  I  repeat :  asserted  ten  thousand  times  in  the 
word  of  God,  attested  by  the  universal  experience  of  the  human 
race,  and  perfectly  explicable  at  the  bar  of  reason  and  con- 
science. 

4.  In  such  a  case  as  this,  it  is  idle  to  talk  about  free  will. 
The  free  will  of  the  fallen  angels  did  not  keep  them  in  heaven  ; 
nor  has  it  ever  brought  one  of  them  out  of  hell.  The  free  will 
of  Adam  did  not  prevent  him  from  losing  his  estate  of  perfec- 
tion— nor  has  a  single  one  of  his  countless  descendants  gained  a 
scditary  point  towards  the  recovery  of  that  estate,  by  means  of 
his  free  will.  Nor  is  there  a  being  in  the  universe  who — if  he 
knew  what  was  meant — would  believe  a  devil  or  a  sinner,  if  he 
should  say  he  had  changed  his  nature  by  an  act  of  his  will ;  any 
more  than  he  would  believe  an  Ethiopian  who  should  say  he  had 

1  BODL,  vffi.  1. 
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made  himself  white  hy  an  act  of  his  will  Now  if  any  one  sees 
fit  to  assert  that  if  this  be  so,  moral  freedom  is  at  an  end,  and 
sin  and  holiness,  and  reward  and  punishment  are  idle  words ; 
which  in  eflFect  is  continually  asserted ;  the  answer  is  precise  and 
decisive.  First,  as  to  the  fact — the  cavil  is  merely  absurd.  For 
every  human  being  has  in  his  own  consciousness,  the  proof  and 
conviction  of  both  facts  which  are  alleged  to  be  contradictory, 
namely,  his  moral  freedom  and  his  moral  impotence  :  and  the 
universe  is  full  of  one  overwhelming  demonstration,  that  its  moral 
ruler  is  the  author  of  both  these  convictions  and  facts  in  the  soul 
of  every  sinner  of  the  human  race.  And  secondly,  as  to  the 
theory — the  cavil  is  purely  idle  and  self-contradictory.  For  no 
being  exists,  or  can  be  conceived  to  exist,  with  any  such  free  will 
as  the  theory  supposes.  It  is  impious  to  imagine  that  God'8 
Free  Will  is  competent  to  counsel,  or  determine,  or  decree,  or 
execute,  or  design,  any  thing  contrary  to  the  sum  of  his  own  pei^ 
fections.  It  is  absurd  to  say  that  Satan  has  any  freedom  of  will 
to  any  thing  good.  It  is  inconceivable  that  any  will  in  any  being, 
any  more  than  any  other  faculty,  or  attribute,  or  power,  should 
1)0  of  that  kind,  that  it  will  not  enter  into  the  sum  of  all  the 
forces  which  make  up  the  particular  nature,  of  which  it  is  a  i>or- 
tion  ;  and  that  it  refuses  to  incur  whatever  is  inherent  in  the 
essence  of  the  nature,  of  which  it  is  one  element. 

5.  Man,  therefore,  when  he  was  perfect  but  fallible,  possessed 
a  form  of  free  will  answerable  to  that  peculiar  form  of  moral  ex- 
istence ;  and  was  competent,  it  may  be  possible  and  is  commonly 
alleged,  to  direct  spontaneously  his  free  actions,  to  good  or  evil ; 
subject,  however,  if  strictly  tried,  to  the  certainty  of  final  lapse ; 
and  subject,  moreover,  to  the  perpetual  necessity  of  special  divine 
aid,  founded  in  the  intimate  nature  of  every  dependent  exist- 
ence ;  both  of  which  conditions  I  have  discussed  elsewhere.  But 
the  will  of  the  unfallen  man,  like  every  other  will,  in  every  being, 
was  one  of  the  attributes,  faculties,  powers  of  the  essence  ;  and 
as  such,  was  necessarily  affected  by  them,  and  in  turn  necessarily 
affected  them.  There  was  but  one  Adam,  and  he  had  but  one 
nature,  but  one  person,  no  matter  in  how  many  aspects  he  may 
present  himself.  His  will,  therefore,  was  subject  to  the  control 
of  his  intellect  and  reason,  enlightened  by  knowledge,  guided  by 
conscience,  agitated  by  passions,  determined  by  motives ;  its 
very  freedom,  perfect  of  its  kind,  but  yet  restricted  and  limited 
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after  its  kind,  that  is  by  the  esseDce  of  the  nature  to  which  it 
appertained.  Now  if  this  essence  changes,  the  will  must  change 
too  ;  because,  otherwise,  the  will  is  not  of  the  essence,  and  in 
that  case  man  would  have  no  will ;  and,  therefore,  to  say  that 
the  will  of  man  is  not  depraved  by  the  fall,  as  is  constantly  said, 
is  the  same  as  saying,  either  that  man  has  no  nature  indepen- 
dent of  mere  acts,  or  that  his  nature  is  not  depraved.  But  if  we 
have  no  nature  independently  of  our  acts,  it  is  more  silly  to  talk 
about  saving  a  soul,  than  to  talk  about  saving  an  idea  ;  and  if 
our  nature  is  not  depraved,  salvation  from  sin  is  mere  folly  when 
proposed  to  such  as  have  no  sin.  In  his  fallen  state,  therefore, 
man  possesses  his  original  nature,  but  in  a  form  fatally  changed  : 
for  its  essence  is  depraved,  and  by  consequence,  all  its  attributes, 
powers,  and  faculties  are  depraved.  He  still  has  a  will,  and  that 
will  still  has  freedom  :  but  it  is  a  will  utterly  depraved — and  a 
freedom  which  attaches  to  and  is  limited  by  the  will  thus  de- 
praved. His  free  will  is  subject  to  the  conditions  belonging  to 
all  the  other  powers  of  his  nature  ;  subject  to  the  influence  of 
all  those  powers  upon  it  j  and  subject  to  the  absolute  condition 
of  the  essence  of  the  nature.  Every  thing  is  depraved  together 
— essence,  nature,  faculties,  will,  freedom,  all  are  depraved  :  for 
all  make  up  one  personal  spirit,  and  he  is  depraved  :  or  if  he  is 
not,  he  certainly  has  no  need  of  a  Saviour,  and  such  enquiries  as 
these  are  frivolous.  But  it  is  perfectly  obvious  that  any  such 
free  will  as  any  sinner  can  possess,  is  utterly  incompetent  to  that 
evangelical  obedience  which  the  Gospel  demands  ;  utterly  in- 
competent to  the  working  of  any  such  change  in  our  nature  as 
the  Gospel  exacts.  Nor  does  the  Gospel  hesitate  to  assert,  and 
urge  upon  us  as  one  of  the  most  fundamental  truths  involved  in 
the  very  obedience  which  it  demands,  and  the  very  change  of 
nature  which  it  exacts  ;  our  utter  depravity,  and  by  consequence, 
our  utter  natural  impotence  to  all  that  is  evangelically  good. 
The  virtue  and  the  vice  which  philosophy  contemplates,  are  in 
their  nature,  their  motive,  their  sanction,  and  their  result,  im- 
measurably lower  than  the  virtue  and  the  vice  which  Revealed 
Religion  contemplates.  And  Philosophy  herself  can  plainly  see, 
that  supernatural  knowledge,  directed  to  supernatural  results, 
must  provide  a  supernatural  agency  and  supematui*al  means,  to 
work  in  as  well  as  to  work  for  a  fallen  nature,  of  which  the  fun- 
damental necessity  is  its  own  new  creation.' 

>  John,  lil  1-21. 
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II. — ^1.  The  word  of  Qodj  in  perfect  recognition  of  the  original 
adaptedness  of  human  nature  to  the  service  and  enjoyment  of 
God,  and  of  its  present  susceptibility  in  its  fallen  condition,  to 
be  restored  to  the  lost  image  of  God ;  furnishes  in  the  divine 
Bevelation  it  contains,  the  perfect  knowledge  of  the  divine 
method  of  the  restoration  of  man.  This  knowledge  cornea  to  ns 
in  such  a  manner,  namely,  by  the  wdrd  of  God,  as  to  give  to  its 
absolute  truth  the  highest  certainty  of  which  truth  is  capable : 
and  it  comes  to  us  with  that  infinite  authority  of  GK)d,  which  in- 
vests it  with  an  uncontrollable  majesty  and  efficacy.  The  will 
of  God  is  made  known  to  us  :  that  wiU  which — whether  as  crea- 
tures dependent  on  the  Creator,  or  as  sinners  dependent  on  the 
Saviour,  it  is  the  first  necessity,  the  first  interest,  the  first  duty 
of  man  to  obey.  In  the  whole  revealed  will  of  Gt)d,  nothing  is 
more  distinctly  stated,  than  that  God  is  not  willing  that  any 
should  perish,  but  is  willing  that  all  should  come  to  repentance ; 
and  he  appeals  to  his  own  .long-suffering  for  proof  of  what  he 
says/  Nay,  seeing  that  he  hath  appointed  a  day  in  the  which 
he  will  judge  the  world  in  righteonsneap,  by  that  man  whom  he 
hath  ordained  ;  whereof  he  hath  given  assurance  unto  all  men, 
in  that  he  hath  raised  him  from  the  dead  :  he  has  added  the 
weight  of  his  infinite  authority  to  the  plea  of  his  boundless 
mercy,  and  now  commandeth  all  men  everywhere  to  repent.*  He 
assures  us  that  these  holy  Scriptures  are  able  to  make  us  wise 
unto  salvation,  through  faith  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus.*  He  de- 
clares to  us,  that  this  Gospel  of  Christ  is  the  power  of  God  unto 
salvation  to  every  one  that  believeth.*  By  prophets  and  by 
apostles  alike,  he  has  proclaimed  to  every  generation  of  men, 
Behold  now  is  the  accepted  time:  Behold  now  is  the  day  of  salva- 
tion.® And  by  Prophets  and  by  Apostles  alike,  the  fundamental 
principle  of  the  divine  administration  of  grace,  has  been  loudly 
and  continually  asserted  to  be,  that  whosoever  shall  call  upon 
the  name  of  the  Lord  shall  be  saved.*  And  now  what  is  the  re- 
sult of  all  this  proclamation  of  divine  mercy — all  this  gospel  call 
to  men,  through  all  ages  ?  Let  us  trace  the  whole  career  of 
grace  from  Adam's  day  to  our  own — and  see  if  wo  can  discern 
one  single  clear  instance  in  which,  throughout  all  generations, 
one  single  sinner  embraced  this  gospel  call,  in  his  own  strength, 

>  2  Pet,  ilL  9.        •  Acts,  xvil  30,  31.        »  2  Tim.,  iu.  16.        *  Rom^  l  16. 
•  laa.,  zlix.  S;  2  Gor.,  vi  2.  •  Joel,  iL  32;  Acts,  iL  21;  Rom.,  x.  18. 
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and  without  God's  special  grace  added  to  the  gospel  call.  Alas  I 
no.  All  our  natural  ability,  upon  which  we  are  so  prone  to  rely; 
all  our  boasted  free  will,  about  which  we  are  so  sensitive  ;  yea, 
all  divine  knowledge  merely  as  such  :  however  real  may  be  our 
possession  of  these  inestimable  gifts  of  Grod — however  great  may 
be  the  obligation  resting  on  us  to  bless  God  for  them,  and  to  use 
them  all  aright — ^however  they  may  all  enter  and  be  taten  for 
granted  in  our  Effectual  Calling:  beyond  a  doubt  neither  of 
them,  nor  yet  all  of  them,  can  deliver  us  from  the  bondage  of 
corruption  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God. 
Shall  God,  then,  be  robbed  of  the  glory  of  his  grace  ?  Shall  his 
elect  be  left  to  perish  ?  Or  will  our  stupid  and  perverse  hearts 
consent  that  God  may  make  one  more  effort  ? 

2.  I  have  stated  that  Philosophy  herself  could  plainly  see, 
that  in  a  case  like  this,  supernatural  agency  and  means  were 
as  necessary  to  be  added  to  natural  knowledge,  as  that  was  to  be 
added  to  our  natural  ability.  And  it  has  been  clearly  and  re- 
peatedly shown  that  the  Scriptures  revealed  to  us  an  Infinite 
Agent  as  the  author  of  the  whole  work  of  restoration  in  us  ;  and 
that  they  disclose  both  the  means  and  the  manner  of  their  use 
by  this  divine  Agent,  and  the  nature  of  their  effects  on  us,  when 
80  used  by  him.  This  Infinite  Agent,  as  has  been  repeatedly 
shown,  is  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  third  Person  in  the  adorable 
Trinity  ;  whose  special  work  it  is  to  apply  to  us  the  benefits  of 
the  Redemption  purchased  by  the  blood  of  Christ.  In  a  previous 
chapter  I  have  endeavoured  to  explain  what  is  meant  by  the 
common  operations  of  the  Spirit.  Besides  those  there  are  other 
operations  of  a  peculiar  kind  which  the  Scriptures  ascribe  to  the 
Spirit.  He  is  represented  to  be  author  of  much  that  we  habitu- 
ally ascribe  to  the  natural  endowments  of  men.  A  few  out  of 
innumerable  examples  are,  the  inconceivable  strength  and  daunt- 
less courage  bestowed  on  Samson  :'  the  exceeding  skill  in  the 
arts  given  to  Bezaleel :'  and  the  high  capacity  for  government 
with  which  Saul  was  temporarily  replenished.'  Moreover,  he  is 
the  author  of  those  wonderful  gifts  which  the  Scriptures  call 
spiritual,  alike  from  their  own  nature,  and  from  their  peculiar 
susceptibility  of  being  made  means  of  edification  in  divine  things;; 
but  which,  though  ordinarily  bestowed  only  on  saints,  seem 
nevertheless  to  have  been  bestowed  even  on  reprobates.   Amongst. 

>  Jodgea,  sir.  6.  *  Ezod.,  xzxl  3.  *  I  Sam.,  xL  6.. 
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these  the  power  of  hefiling,  of  tongaes,  of  piopheqring,  and  of 
miniclcs,  are  to  he  dassed ;  concemiog  which,  let  ihem  exist 
where  they  may,  there  can  he  no  douht  of  their  heing  gifks  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.'  Bat  the  saving  work  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is  diffei^ 
ent  from  all  the  foregoing  operations ;  and  is  that  tme,  holy, 
qnichening,  and  by  consequence  perpetoal  and  eflbotoal  opera- 
tion of  his,  whereby  the  vital  inflaence  of  saving  grace,  from 
Christ  the  head,  is  communicated  to  every  member  of  Christ's 
mystical  body.*  In  this  sense  the  world  neither  knows  nor  re- 
ceives the  Spirit  of  truth :  but  the  children  of  God  know  him, 
for  he  dwells  with  and  in  them.'  For  grace  and  peace  are  mul- 
tiplied unto  all  who  are  elect  according  to  the  foreknowledge  of 
God  the  Father,  through  sanctification  of  the  Spirit,  unto  obe- 
dience and  sprinkling  of  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ/  And  now, 
as  in  the  preceding  instance,  let  us  search  diligently  and  see  if 
we  can  find,  from  the  beginning  of  time  until  now,  a  solitary 
case  of  clear  restoration  to  God,  produced  otherwise  than  by  dM 
Effectual  Call  of  the  Holy  Ghost :  or  a  solitaiy  case  of  contin- 
ned  alienation  from  Gi>d,  under  that  divine  and  life-giving  call 
We  may  indeed  pronounce  the  whole  matter  absurd ;  declare  it 
to  bo  impossible  in  itself  and  dishonouring  to  God ;  and  revfle 
all  earnest  Christians  as  hypocritical,  self-deceived,  or  fanatical 
This  is  done  continually,  and  has  been  done  always  :  nor  will  I 
stop  to  urge  how  remarkable  a  confirmation  of  this  glorious  part 
of  GtKl's  dealings  with  men,  is  afforded  by  this  fiital  judgment 
of  them  that  are  lost,  that  the  power  of  Gkxl  unto  salvation  is 
foolishness,  or  worse.'  What  I  urge  is,  that  according  to  all  the 
knowledge  in  possession  of  the  human  race,  the  socd  of  every 
human  boing  is  risked  for  eternity,  upon  the  reality  or  the 
fallacy  of  the  matter  here  put  in  issue  :  and  therefore  it 
surely  becomes  every  one  to  be  thoroughly  persuaded  in  his 
own  mind. 

3.  Our  nature,  though  depraved,  is  still  the  same  nature  that 
was  originally  bestowed  on  man — ^the  same  that  in  its  renewed 
state  is  united  to  Christ — the  same  that  in  its  gbrified  estate 
will  be  perfectly  blessed  in  the  full  fruition  of  God  forever.  Duty, 
and  the  inward  sense  of  it,  as  really  appertain  to  man  in  Us 
fallen,  and  in  his  renewed,  as  in  his  primeval  state ;  and  every 

'  1  Cor.,  adll,  4,  31;  xiv.  1,  87.        •  J<An,  vl  61,  67,  63.        •  John,  xlf.  It 
«  1  Pet,  1 2.  »  1  Cor.,  L  la 
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ttribute,  power,  and  faculty  which  must  exist  before  we  can 

>redicate  those  things  of  man,  also  still  appertain  to  his  oature. 

n  passing  from  an  estate  of  sin  and  niiseiy  into  an  estate  of 

niun  and  communion  with  Christ,  und  thereby  of  salvation  ;  the 

ctual  condition  of  the  nature  thus  changed  must  be  taken  fully 

nto  account,  in  whatever  special  and  supernatural  aid  may  be 

stowed  on  man,  and  in  whatever  supernatural  work  may  be 

rough t  in  hira.     His  oonscience,  his  understanding,  and  his 

II,  are  absolutely  such  in  his  fallen  state,  as  his  fallen  nature 

and  the  divine  grace  which  would  deal  with  that  fidlcn  na- 

^  must  deal  with  theeie  fundamental  elements  of  it,  in  com- 

lete  recognition  of  their  own  depraved  condition.     And  thus  in 

the  process  of  our  restoration  to  God  through  our  Effectual 

'Calling  by  the  Holy  Ghost^  these  two  thiags  are  to  be  perpetually 

considered  ;  namely,  the  effectual  work  of  divine  grace,  and  the 

pecuHar  condition  of  our  fallen  nature.     The  Holy  Ghost,  and 

lien  man,  and  the  divine  vocation  which  one  gives  and  the  other 

teceives  :  a  state  of  sin  and  misery,  and  a  state  of  restoration  to 

God  thrt>ugh  Christ,  and  the  transition  from  the  former  to  the 

latter  state  :  these  arc  the  elements  of  this  great  problem.     To 

a  true  spiritual  insight,  long  familiar  with  divine  things,  and  long 

observant  of  the  movement  of  our  inner  lifCj  these  are  simple, 

elemental  truths.     As  such,  our  divine  Iledeemer  taught  them 

to  Nicodcmus.*     Yet  that  simple-hearted  enquirer  after  tnith, 

though  he  was  a  ruler  amongst  God's  ancient  people,  and  after 

the  straitest  sect  of  their  religion  ;  marvelled  as  he  heard  them. 

And  we,  in  estimating  so  great  a  matter  in  the  double  aspect 

which  it  constantly  presents,  ought  to  remember  tliat  it  is  at  the 

feet  of  Jesus  that  all  satisfying  knowledge  is  to  bo  obtained.   For 

the  main  embarrassments  arise,  not  merely  from  any  separate 

tiew  either  of  God  or  of  ourself,  but  from  the  relation  between 

the  two.     So  if  we  virtually  cxchide  Jesug^  the  chief  term  in  any 

issible  solution,  how  are  we  to  obtain  satisfying  knowledge  of 

the  way  of  life,  and  how  are  we  to  walk  in  it ;  when  he  is  omitted 

Vho  is  himself,  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life  ?^ 

4.  Whoever  will  attentively  consider  what  h^is  been  advanced, 
and  the  grounds  upon  which  the  conclusions  reached  arc  based, 
will  probably  agree  that  the  whole  subject  is  capable  of  being 
stated  in  a  simple,  precise,  and  perfectly  inteUigible  way.     If  so, 

*  JoUn,  iiL  12,  *  Joba,  ziv.  6. 
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then  we  can  see  clearly^  and  certainly,  what  this  great  and  effee- 
toal  call  of  God  is ;  what  are  the  eJQTects  which  it  piodnoesy  the 
tneans  by  which  those  effects  are  brought  about,  and  the  manner 
in  which  they  occur  and  are  manifested.  It  is  this  which  I  will 
now  attempt 

(a)  Effectual  Galling  is  a  work  of  God's  infinite  grace,  execu* 
ted  by  his  Almighty  power.  It  is  more  than  a  diyioe  act;  it  is 
a  continued  series  of  divine  operations,  and  therefore  may  well 
be  called  a  divine  work.  We  are  wholly  unable  to' imagine  any 
reason  for  its  performance,  which  does  not  involve  the  grace  of 
God  as  its  chief  element :  nor  is  there  known  to  man  any  power 
competent  to  its  execution  but  the  Almighty  power  of  God.  And 
all  this,  which  seems  to  human  reason  to  be  inevitable,  is  pre- 
cisely asserted  in  the  word  of  God.' 

(ft)  The  moving  and  original  cause  of  our  personal  salvation, 
and  so  of  our  effectual  calling  of  God,  is  not  at  all  nor  in  any  de- 
gree, any  thing  in  us  :*  but  is  the  free  and  especial  love  of  <3od 
for  his  elect :'  according  to  bis  eternal  purpose  and  gnoe  in 
Jesus  Christ.' 

(c)  The  method  of  doing  this  is,  that  we  are  divinely  hroogfat 
to  the  Father  through  Jesus  Christ,  through  whom  alone  is  there 
any  access  to  the  Father :'  and  learning  of  the  Father,  we  come 
to  Christ,  effectually  drawn  unto  him  by  the  Father  :*  and  so  we 
are  reconciled  to  God,  through  Jesus  Christ.^ 

(cQ  In  all  this,  the  sole  efficient  Agent  is  the  Holy  Ghost,  the 
third  Person  in  the  adorable  Trinity  ;  by  whom  we  come  to  the 
Father  through  the  Son,  and  by  whom  we  are  drawn  to  the  Son 
by  the  Father :  the  salvation  to  which  God  has  from  the  begin- 
ning chosen  us,  being  made  ours  through  the  sanctiflcation  of  the 
Spirit,  and  the  belief  of  the  truth— of  which  truth  the  Spirit  is 
the  author.* 

(e)  The  means  used  by  the  Spirit,  are  all  such  as  man  is  ca- 
pable of  being  influenced  by,  for  good  :  but  especially  the  provi- 
dence of  God,  the  ordinances  of  God,  and  veiy  particularly  the 
word  of  God,  whereby  we  are  called  to  the  obtaining  of  the 
glory  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.* 

(/)  In  this  divine  work  of  our  Effectual  Calling,  our  mind  is 

»  BplL,  L  18-20  ;  1  Thees.,  I  8,  9.  •  Titus,  iU.  3-6.  ■  Eph.,  fi.  4r-10. 

«  3  Tim.,  il  9,  10 ;  Acts,  ziU.  48.  <  John,  xiy.  6.  •  John,  tL  H  45. 

vSOor^T.30.       •Slhee&.S.lS;  3Gor.,iiL8,S.       •STh6i^iL14;  jQlm,vi.6l. 


CHAP.  Vn.]  EFFECTUAL    CALLING.  183 

spiritually  and  savingly  enlightened  ;  our  eyes  being  opened,  and 
we  being  turned  from  darkness  to  light,  and  from  Satan  unto 
God,  receiving  the  forgiveness  of  sins,  and  inheritance  among 
them  which  are  sanctified  by  faith  that  is  in  Christ.' 

(g)  In  like  manner  our  will  is  renewed,  and  determined  by 
God's  Almighty  power  to  that  which  is  good  ;  so  that  we  most 
freely  and  joyfully  embrace  Christ  as  he  is  ofiered  to  us  in  the 
Gospel  ;  God  working  in  us,  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good 
pleasure.' 

(A)  A  new  heart  is  given  to  us  and  a  new  spirit  is  put  within 
us  by  God  :  and  he  takes  away  the  stony  heart  out  of  our  flesh, 
and  gives  us  a  heart  of  flesh  :'  for  it  is  with  the  heart  that  man 
believeth  unto  righteousness,  and  with  the  mouth  confession  is 
made  unto  salvation.* 

(t)  The  conscience  is  awakened,  quickened,  enlightened,  and 
sanctified ;  and  wc  are  made  able  and  willing  to  answer  the 
divine  call,  and  to  accept  and  embrace  the  grace  offered  and  con- 
veyed through  Jesus  Christ.* 

{J)  As  the  result,  fallen  men  are  completely  extricated  from 
their  natural  estate  of  sin  and  misery,  are  translated  into  an  es- 
tate of  grace  and  salvation,  are  led  on  from  one  degree  of  grace 
and  strength  to  another,  are  kept  by  the  mighty  power  of  God 
through  faith  unto  salvation,  and  finally  receive  the  end  of  their 
faith  in  the  salvation  of  their  souls.' 

(k)  Contemplating  our  Effectual  Calling  in  this  manner,  we 
behold  its  nature  and  its  progress,  as  an  infinite  reality  divinely 
and  graciously  wrought  out  upon  and  within  our  fallen  nature, 
according  to  its  actual  condition,  powers  and  susceptibility.  In 
this  general  survey  is  involved  implicitly  or  explicitly  the  greater 
part,  perhaps  the  whole  of  the  knowledge  of  God  unto  salvation. 
Amongst  other  things  directly  involved,  and  not  sufiiciently  de- 
veloped in  a  mere  outline,  are  those  immense  topics  commonly 
expressed  by  the  words.  Regeneration,  Justification,  Adoption, 
and  Sanctification ;  the  discussion  of  which  will  follow  in  their 
order. 

III. — 1.  If  we  will  reflect  on  the  successive  propositions 
which  have  just  been  stated — every  one  of  which  seem  to  be 

*  Acta,  xxvl  18  ;  1  Cor^  it  10,  11.  •  Phil.,  ii.  13 ;  Deut,  ixx.  6. 

*  Eiekiel,  xxxvL  26.  *  Bom.,  x.  10. 

<  Bom.,  Till.  2;  Eph.,  il  1*7.  •  1  Peter,  1 1-9 ;  Eph.,  iL passim. 
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stutaioed  by  the  express  testimony  of  Grod,  and  the  whole  united 
to  form  a  perfectly  coherent  system ;  we  shall  perceive  not  only, 
that  the  whole  way  of  oar  salvation  subjectively  considered,  is 
set  before  us,  as  I  have  already  intimated ;  but  that  various  acts 
on  the  part  of  man,  many  others  on  the  part  of  Qtxl,  and  not  a 
few  which  imply  both  the  efficiency  of  Gk)d  and  the  concurrence 
of  man,  are  plainly  stated  or  necessarily  suggested  to  us.  Con- 
sidered under  this  point  of  view,  let  us  attempt  another  analysis 
of  the  immense  subject. 

2.  Man  in  his  fallen  state  could  not  possibly  know,  except  by 
a  divine  Revelation,  that  God  was  williog  to  restore  him  to  his 
fiivour.  So  far  as  he  retained  the  knowledge,  or  the  sense  of  his 
original  estate,  and  so  far  as  he  bad  proofs  of  the  goodness  and 
mercy  of  God  to  him  in  his  fallen  estate ;  he  had  grounds  of 
hope,  possibly  of  expectation,  that  GtoA  would  pity  and  help  him. 
But  how  it  could  be  done — and  what  it  would  result  in — ^if  God 
had  remained  silent,  far  exceeded  man's  capacity  even  to  con- 
jecture. That  it  would  occur  by  means  of  the  incarnation  and 
sacrifice  of  the  Son  of  Gt>d  ;  and  that  its  result  would  be  the  per- 
fect blessedness  of  man,  in  the  complete  enjoyment  of  God  to  all 
eternity ;  is  incapable  of  belief  except  upon  the  authority  of 
God  himself— and  even  then  only  as  the  most  stupendous  miracle 
of  divine  love.  And  so  deeply  seated  is  all  this,  that  even  after 
all  has  been  divinely  exhibited  to  man,  unbelief  is  the  S]:>ecial 
form  of  his  most  complete  rejection  of  God  ;  and  at  its  founda- 
tion, that  unbelief  rests  on  our  inward  denial  either  of  the  ability 
or  the  willingness  of  Christ  to  save  us.  Lying  thus  in  total  dark- 
ness concerning  divine  grace,  God  is  pleased  to  reveal  his  pur- 
poses of  infinite  mercy  to  us  :  lying  in  total  helplessness,  he  is 
pleased  to  make  those  purposes  efficacious  towards  uh.  What 
can  we  know  or  do,  with  our  will,  our  understanding,  our  con- 
science all  depraved — our  whole  nature  in  a  condition  at  once 
sinful  and  miserable — alike  ignorant  and  impotent  concerning 
any  restoration  to  God  ?  Most  clearly,  the  whole  foundation  of 
every  thing  we  can  mean  by  a  divine  call  to  eternal  life,  lies 
wholly  out  of  our  reacii ;  completely  beyond  any  control  of  ours. 
It  rests  merely  and  absolutely  in  the  disposal  of  God.  In  its 
very  root,  it  is  divine  and  gracious  :  nor  is  there  so  much  as  a 
conceivable  possibility  that  it  could  be  otherwise. 

3.  Whatever  may  be  the  condition  of  fallen  men  conaideied 
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merely  as  creatures  of  Ood,  it  is  manifest  that  it  becomes  their 
immediate  duty  to  giTe  diligeDt  heed  to  the  Saviour  of  siuners 
as  soon  as  Grod  is  pleased  to  rereal  him  unto  them.  To  this  in- 
tent is  that  warning  so  often  repeated  in  the  Scriptures,  He  that 
hath  ears  to  bear,  let  him  hear ;  and  that  promise  made  in  so 
many  forms — Incline  your  ear,  and  come  unto  me  ;  hear,  and 
your  s<iul  shall  live ;  and  I  will  make  an  everlasting  covenant 
with  you,  even  the  sure  mercies  of  David.*  And  if  the  mercies 
thus  pressed  on  us  are  withheld  ftom  others,  this  only  increases 
our  obligations  to  him  who  bestows  them,  and  our  guilt  if  we 
reject  them.  All  our  faculties  ought  to  be  devoted  to  whatever 
part  of  the  call  of  Grod  unto  our  souls,  he  is  pleased  to  vouchsafe 
unto  us  ;  and  our  attention — which  we  are  prone  to  avert  from 
such  subjects — ought  to  be  fixed  upon  them  with  the  dee[>est  en- 
gagedness.  And  this  conduct  on  our  part,  so  clearly  obligatory 
upon  us,  God  has  been  pleased  to  intimate  is  a  way  whereby  we 
may  hope  to  excite  right  desires  within  us,  and  to  preserve  and 
augment  the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost.'  And  thus  there  may 
arise  within  us,  a  conviction  of  the  greatness  of  our  sin  and  mis- 
ery, and  of  the  truth  of  all  God's  testimony :  and  the  contem- 
plation of  all  his  works  and  dealings,  of  all  his  infinite  goodness 
to  us,  and,  above  all,  of  his  unspeakable  grace  and  mercy  in  the 
salvation  provided  for  us — may  lead  us  to  repentance.*  Moi*e- 
over,  the  earnest  consideration  of  the  judgments  of  God  may 
serve  to  convict  us,  and  fill  us  with  anxiety  concerning  our  stite 
here,  our  latter  end,  and  our  everlasting  condition.* 

4.  We  can  hardly  fail  to  observe  that,  although  no  sUito  of 
the  unrenewed  heart  can  be  any  inducement  to  Gixl,  in  any 
proper  sense,  to  do  our  souls  good  ;  yet,  undoubtedly,  there  are 
certain  states  of  heart  which,  in  point  of  time,  are  proximate  to 
conversion;  and  there  are  other  states  which,  apparently,  are 
never  immediately  followed  by  conversion.  This  is  the  lowest 
statement  of  these  phenomena  which  can  be  made  ;  and  if  the 
immediate  object  now  was  to  discuss  them,  it  would  be  necessary 
to  make  a  much  higher  statement  of  them.  Because  there  is  a 
resemblance  which  may  become  extremely  close,  between  certain 
states  of  the  unrenewed  heart,  and  certain  analogous  states  of 
the  renewed  heart :  and  there  are  other  states  of  the  unrenewed 

*  Luke,  viiL  8 ;  Isa^  Iv.  3.  •  Acts,  xvi.  14 ;  Luke,  xxiv.  46. 

*  Fi6L  xix.  2-6 ;  Acta,  zxiy.  11 ;  Rom.,  il  4.       *  Acta,  xziv.  S6. 


186  THl    KVOWLIDGX    OF    OOD.  [BOCMLIL 

heart,  utterly  remote  from  every  tUng  found  in  tlie  renewed 
heart.  And  theoretically,  as  well  as  practically,  ihoee  states  of 
the  unrenewed  heart  which  are  proximate  to  oonTersion,  are 
matters  of  the  very  highest  interest  Considering  man  to  have 
hoen  created  in  the  image  of  Ood — ^to  he  still  susceptible  of 
restoration  to  that  lost  image — to  be  actually  restored  to  it  in 
his  Effectual  Calling— and  to  be  thus  restored  in  a  manner  which 
recognizes  and  respects  the  actual  condition  of  his  nature  ;  it  is 
not  easy  to  see  how  the  phenomena  to  which  I  have  alluded 
could  be  otherwise,  while  it  is  easy  to  see  in  them,  one  of  those 
immense  confirmations  of  the  way  of  life,  which  are  scattered  so 
thickly  along  its  divine  course.  Beyond  question,  the  efficacy  cf 
any  outward  means  of  grace  addressed  to  a  free,  rational,  and 
moral  agent — must  have  relation  to  these  very  phenomena,  and 
to  their  bearing  upon  our  salvation;  and  so  it  is  one  of  the  three 
great  Offices  of  Christ  to  be  the  Teacher  (^  men.  How  dili- 
gently, then,  ought  all  men  endeavour  to  cultivate  these  states 
of  soul  which  appear  to  have  any  tendency  towards  the  greatest 
of  all  good  ;  and,  in  like  manner,  strive  against  those  of  an  op- 
posite character.  How  carefully  should  we  avoid  all  that  (Sod 
has  forbidden,  and  perform  whatever  he  has  required  ;  which,  as 
to  outward  conduct  and  common  duties,  we  have  natural  ability 
to  do,  under  the  dilgent  use  of  the  means  of  grace,  especially 
when  helped  by  the  common  operations  of  the  divine  Spirit 
Confessing  at  every  step  the  actual  condition  of  our  hearts,  and 
the  real  state  of  our  progress ;  we  should  be  above  all  careful 
that  we  do  not  harden  our  hearts,  or  resist  or  grieve  the  Holy 
Ghost ;  above  al],  diligent  in  the  use  of  the  word  of  God  which 
is  the  great  means  of  our  recovery/  To  crown  all,  we  should  he 
instant  and  importunate  in  prayer  to  G^,  through  Jesus  Christ, 
for  all  that  we  need  and  desire — and  especially  for  the  Holy 
Ghost ;  for  salvation  is  impossible  except  by  the  agency  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  and  prayer  is  at  once  the  very  breath  of  the  peni- 
tent soul,  and  the  very  means  by  which  it  is  carried  towards 
its  new  birth,  and  sustained  in  its  new  life.  Six  times  has 
the  Saviour  asserted,  in  a  few  connected  sentences,  that  our 
heavenly  Father  will  give  the  Holy  Spirit  to  them  that 
ask  him.' 

5.  How  little  is  there  which  man  can  do,  that  is  not  embraoed 

'  Jer^  xxiiL  39.  >  Luke,  zL  9-13;  lUtt,  tU.  t-lS.    • 
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in  the  foregoing  sommary  ?  Alas  !  how  few  are  there  who  at- 
tempt 80  much  !  Yet  how  plain  is  it,  that  until  the  Spirit 
actually  enters  our  hearts  with  his  saving  power,  all  that  I  have 
recounted,  comes  far  short  of  our  Effectual  Calling.  There  is 
that  which  God  alone  can  do  :  and  he  does  it.  His  Spirit  stands 
and  knocks  at  the  door  of  our  heart :  he  arouses  our  conscience 
whose  sanctification  is  the  main  remedial  end  of  our  calling:  and 
begins  in  us,  effectually,  that  great  work  whose  fundamental  ex- 
pression is,  that  we  do  not  choose  God,  but  he  chooses  us.*  And 
then  we  must  have  a  divine  illumination,  whereby  a  supernatural 
conviction  of  the  truth  revealed  by  God  is  produced  in  the  mind, 
and  a  spiritual  insight  and  understanding  of  it  is  shed  abroad  in 
the  soul.'  Moreover,  we  must  receive  this  truth  in  the  love  of  it 
and  in  the  power  of  it,  with  a  living  knowledge  adequate,  through 
the  motives  which  attend  it,  to  direct  our  actions  according  to 
the  commandments  of  God.  And,  to  crown  all,  we  must  have 
that  inward  desire  and  purpose  to  conform  all  our  thoughts  and 
actions  to  the  truth  of  God,  and  to  have  our  will  swallowed  up 
in  the  will  of  God,  in  the  power  of  which  we  freely  and  joyfully 
come  to  Christ  as  our  Saviour,  and  are  united  to  him  in  our 
Effectual  Calling.  That  all  this,  from  beginning  to  end,  is  based 
on  Faith  toward  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  accompanied  by 
Repentance  toward  God — both  of  which  are  fruits  of  the  Spirit; 
need  not  be  insisted  on  here,  after  what  I  said  in  a  preceding 
chapter. 

6.  Impenitent  men  are  apt  to  profess  a  total  inability  to 
Understand  how  these  operations  of  the  Holy  Ghost  can  occur, 
without  doing  practical  violence  to  our  nature  and  faculties  ; 
trhile  the  children  of  God  who  have  actually  incurred  these 
iivine  operations,  are  apt  to  be  insensible  to  purely  theoretical 
iifficultics,  which  they  know  to  be  illusive.  And  beyond  a  doubt, 
the  case  is  wholly  with  God  and  his  children.  For  arguing  d 
priori,  what  can  be  theoretically  more  absurd,  than  to  question 
the  ability  of  God,  who  is  the  author  of  our  nature  and  its  facul- 
ties, to  deal  with  us  according  to  that  nature  and  those  faculties, 
by  any  means,  to  any  end — the  sole  limitation  being  that  a  direct 
contradiction  shall  not  be  involved  in  the  terms :  since  every 
thing  else  is  within  the  competence  of  God,  and  is  seen  to  be  so 
by  human  reason  ?     And  arguing  d  posteriori,  what  can  be 

>  Bom.,  iil  20.  >  2  Cor.,  iy.  6. 


188 


TBE    KNOWLBDGK    OF   OOP. 


tl 


practically  more  absurd,  than  to  deny  on  theoretical  grou 
possibility  of  actual  occurrences,  which  take  place  by  ih 
sand,  in  the  form  denied  to  be  possible,  before  oor  fiu  i*^ 
which  have  existed  by  the  million  as  far  back  as  history  e  •  ^. 
And  yet  the  children  of  God  should  not  allow  themBelv- 
moment  to  forget,  that  by  nature  they  are  children  of  wru 
all  others ;  nor  wiU  any  renewed  soul  ever  utter  any  tliirt 
consistent  with  that  ancient  exclamation  of  Grod's  servaf! 
Lord,  thou  art  stronger  than  I,  and  hast  prevailed  1' 

*  Jer^  XX.  7. 


CHAPTER  VIIL 

REGENERATION:  ITS  NATURE,  AND  THE  MODE  OF  ITS  OCCURRENCE 

L  L  RelatSon  of  the  New  Birth  to  our  Effectual  Calling.— 2.  The  Posture  of  this 
great  doctrine  in  the  Jewish  mind,  during  the  Ministry  of  Christ :  Joseph  of  An- 
mathea — ^NicodemusL — 3.  ExplanatioD  of  it  by  Jesus  to  Nicodemus. — L  His 
statement  of  the  ground  and  manner  of  it — 5.  Relation  of  the  Doctrine  of  this 
Stateoient  of  Jesus  to  the  Spiritual  System  of  the  Scriptures,  and  of  the  Plan  of 
Salvation. — II.  L  Regeneration  defined. — 2.  It  is  one  of  the  Benefits  of  the 
Covenant  of  Redemption. — 3.  It  is  wrought  in  Man  by  the  Holy  Ghost — 4.  Tlio 
Elect  of  God,  and  they  only,  are  Bom  Again. — 5.  Divine  Truth  the  Efficient  In- 
strument in  our  Regeneration. — 6.  The  Satis^tion  made  by  Christ,  is  the  Meri- 
torious Cause  of  our  Regeneration. — 7.  In  Regeneration  our  Nature  is  Renewed 
iu  the  Image  of  God. — II L  L  Force  of  the  Truths  stated,  in  their  bearing  on 
questions  passed  over. — 2.  The  State  of  the  Human  Soul  in  its  Regeneration. — 3. 
Concerning  the  Salvation  of  Infant  SouU — L  Restatement  of  the  sum  of  Saving 
Knowledge,  touching  our  Divine  Regeneration :  (a)  We  must  perish  unless  we 
are  restored  to  the  Image  of  God :  (h)  We  are  restored  by  the  Divine  Renovation 
of  our  Nature :  (c)  The  Nature  thus  Renovated  is  the  same  Nature  that  Fell :  (d) 
The  Holy  Ghost  is  the  Efficient  Agent :  (e)  Divine  Truth  the  Efficient  Instru- 
ment :  (/)  It  is  in,  and  for  the  sake  o(,  Jesus  Christ:  (g)  God  is  the  Model  after 
which  it  is  wrou^t :  (A)  Man  is  wholly  Passive  in  this  new-creating  act  of  God  : 
(0  It  is  a  sovereign  and  gracious  act  of  God  the  Creator  and  Saviour. — 5.  The 
Certainty,  the  Necessity,  and  the  Efficacy  of  this  great  Spiritual  Change  in  Man. 

I. — 1.  Wk  are  to  bear  in  mind  continually  that  the  know- 
ledge of  God  unto  salvation  is  that  which  is  made  subjectively 
effectual  in  the  soul :  and  that  there  is  no  other  knowledge  which 
is  capable  of  being  made  effectual  unto  salvation :  nor  is  this 
knowledge  capable  of  producing  that  result,  except  as  it  is  made 
effectual  by  the  work  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  man.  The  benefits 
secured  for  us  in  the  Covenant  of  Redemption,  and  bestowed 
upon  us  through  the  Mediator  of  that  covenant,  are  applied  to 
us  by  the  Holy  Ghost  working  faith  in  us,  and  thereby  uniting 
us  to  Christ  as  our  Saviour.  Thus  mystically  united  to  Christ, 
we  have  communion  with  him  in  grace  and  in  glory  :  and  by  the 
term  Effectual  Calling,  we  give  expression  to  that  great  work  of 
God  by  his  word  and  Spirit,  wherein  his  elect  are  united  to 
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Christ,  and  wherein  they  incur  those  changes  and  leoeive  those 
benefits,  which  appertain  to  those  who  pass  over  from  a  condition 
of  sin  and  misery,  into  a  condition  of  grace  and  salvation.  The 
great  change  is  their  Begenerfition ;  to  the  explanation  of  which 
this  chapter  is  devoted. 

2.  The  Apostle  John  in  his  brief  narrative  of  the  trinmphaat 
entrance  of  Jesus  into  Jerusalem,  and  of  the  outbarst  of  popukr 
enthusiasm  with  which  he  was  hailed  with  blessings  as  the  King 
of  Israel,  come  in  the  name  of  the  Lord ;  makes  two  remarks 
exphmatory  of  the  real  state  of  the  public  mind,  thus  earned 
suddenly  away  by  an  impulse  which  they  who  felt  it  did  not, 
probably,  fully  understand.  His  first  remark  is,  that  though 
Jesus  had  done  so  many  miracles  before  them,  yet  they  beliavsd 
not  on  him :  and  his  second  is,  that  nevertheless  among  the 
chief  rulers  many  believed  on  him,  but  because  of  the  Pharisesi 
they  did  not  confess  him,  lest  they  should  be  put  out  of  the  sjn- 
agogne.'  Of  those  chief  rulers,  thus  acting  that  they  might  r^ 
tain  their  distinguished  position  in  that  great  synagogue  which 
constituted  so  remarkable  a  feature  of  the  policy  of  tibe  Jewiidi 
people  in  the  age  of  Christ—impelled  by  a  love  fiir  the  prsise  of 
men  greater  than  their  love  for  the  praise  of  GKxl,  as  the  Apostle 
expresses  it ;  two  have  connected  themselves  in  the  most  remark- 
able and  affecting  manner,  with  the  personal  history  of  the  Sa- 
viour, and  their  names  have  come  to  us  surrounded  with  touching 
proofs  of  their  first  weakness,  and  their  after  courageous  love. 
Joseph  of  Arimathea,  an  honourable  counsellor,  a  rich  man,  a 
good  man  and  a  just,  who  also  himself  waited  for  the  Kingdom 
of  GtHl,  was  a  disciple  of  Jesus,  but  secretly,  for  fear  of  the  Jews. 
Yet  he  refused  to  consent  to  the  counsel  and  deed  of  the  mur- 
derers of  the  Lord  of  life.  And  when  all  was  over,  he  went  in 
boldly  unto  Pilate,  and  begged  the  body  of  Jesus,  and  bouj^t 
fine  linen,  and  took  the  body  down  and  wrapped  it  in  the  linen 
and  laid  it  till  the  Jewish  Sabbath  should  pass  over,  in  his  own 
new  sepulchre  which  he  had  hewed  in  a  rock,  and  wherein  never 
man  before  was  laid  ;  and  then  he  rolled  a  great  stone  unto  the 
door  of  the  sepulchre,  for  the  day  was  the  preparation,  and  the 
Sabbath  drew  on,  and  the  sepulchre  was  nigh  at  hand.*  Nico- 
demus  was  a  man  of  the  Pharisees,  and  a  ruler  of  the  Jews. 

^  John,  ziL  37-42. 

"Matt,  xviL 67-60;  lUrk,  xr.  43-46;  Luke,  zzUL  60-66;  Mm.  six.  86-41. 
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Every  time  his  name  is  mentioned,  he  is  described  as  tliat  Nico- 
demus  who  came  to  Jesus  by  night :  so  characteristic  did  that 
manner  of  approach  seem,  and  so  remarkable,  as  we  will  soon 
see,  was  the  interview  that  night.  Yet  on  a  memorable  occasion 
when  the  great  body  of  which  he  was  a  member,  had  sent  offi- 
cers to  arrest  Jesus  and  bring  him  to  their  bar,  and  they  had  re- 
turned and  confessed  that  they  had  been  awed  by  him  ;  the  firm 
rebuke  of  Nicodemus  arrested,  for  the  time,  the  proceedings 
against  the  Saviour.  And  after  they  had  crucified  him,  it  was 
Nicodemus  who  acted  in  concert  with  Joseph  of  Arimathea  in 
taking  the  body  of  their  Lord  from  the  cross,  and  giving  to  it 
temporary  sepulture.  He  met  Joseph  at  the  cross,  having 
brought  a  mixture  of  myrrh  and  aloes,  about  a  hundred  pounds, 
and  took  the  body  and  wound  it  in  the  linen  clothes  with  the 
spices,  as  the  manner  of  the  Jews  was  to  bury,  and  put  it  in  the 
sepulchre  which  was  hard  by  in  Joseph's  garden,  waiting  till  the 
Sabbath  day  should  pass.*  These  two  illustrious  Jews  alone,  of 
all  the  human  race,  appear  to  have  participated  in  this  uupar- 
alelled  event.  The  glory  is  all  theirs.  Even  the  women  which 
came  with  Jesus  from  Galilee — only  followed  after,  and  beheld 
the  sepulchre  and  how  his  body  was  laid  ;  and  then  they  re- 
turned and  prepared  spices  and  ointments  ;  and  rested  the  Sab- 
bath day  according  to  the  commandment.'  In  the  meantime  the 
chief  priests  and  Pharisees,  with  the  consent  of  Pilate,  had  made 
the  sepulchre  sure,  sealing  the  stone,  and  setting  a  watch.^  Wo 
know,  therefore,  what  took  those  devoted  women  back  to  the 
sepulchre,  very  early  in  the  morning  of  the  first  day  in  the  week. 
Their  purposes  of  reverence  and  love  were  defeated  by  the  resur- 
rection of  the  Lord  of  glory. 

3.  It  is  to  Nicodemus  that  Jesus,  in  that  interview  at  night, 
has  explained  with  the  greatest  distinctness  the  great  doctiino 
of  the  New  Birth.  Rabbi,  said  the  Jewish  ruler,  we  know  that 
thou  art  a  teacher  come  from  God ;  for  no  man  can  do  these 
miracles  that  thou  doest,  except  God  be  with  him.  Jesus,  ac- 
cording to  that  constant  habit  founded  upon  his  divine  insight, 
responded  not  to  the  words  but  to  the  deep  thought  and  inward 
difficulty  of  the  anxious  spirit :  the  great  doctrine  of  a  spiritual 
kingdom,  and  of  the  way  of  entrance  into  it,  which  constituted 

>  John,  iii  1 ;  viL  46-63;  xix.  3S-42.  '  Luke^  xxiiL  55,  66. 

*  Matt,  zzviL  62-661 
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the  marked  feature  of  all  his  teachings,  and  which  found  a  re- 
sponse more  or  less  vagne,  but  always  deep,  in  the  heart  of  eveiy 
devout  Jew  that  was  waiting  for  the  consolation  of  laiaeL  His 
answer  was,  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  thee,  except  a  man  be  bom 
again  he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  GKkL  The  Apostle  John  hss 
recorded  the  conversation,  in  a  few  sentences — ^the  difflcnlties  of 
Nicodemus,  the  exiilanations  of  Jesus :  nothing  more  striking, 
nothing  more  important,  nothing  more  explicit,  was  ever  gifen 
to  man.*  Except  a  man  be  bom  again — except  he  be  bom  from 
above— except  he  be  bora  of  the  Spirit :  he  cannot  see  he  can- 
not  know — ^the  kingdom  of  Qod.  For  that  which  is  bom  of  the 
flesh  is  flesh :  and  that  which  is  bora  of  the  Spirit  is  spirit 
Moreover,  that  kingdom  which  no  man  can  see,  undentaiid, 
know,  except  he  bo  thus  bora  again;  neither  can  he  enter,  except 
he  be  bora  of  water  and  the  Spirit  That  real  spiritoal  kingdom 
of  Gk)d  is  to  bo  known  and  to  be  entered  only  by  means  of  a  new 
spiritual  creation.  Thus  spiritually  known  and  entered — water 
is  at  once  the  sign  of  the  purification  of  all  who  truly  enter  that 
kingdom,  and  the  seal  of  all  the  blessings  of  that  kingdom  unto 
them  :  and  thus  can  no  man,  except  as  bora  of  water,  enter  the 
visible  kingdom  of  G^od  ;  any  more  than  he  can,  except  as  bora 
of  the  Spirit,  either  know  or  enter  the  spiritual  kingdom  of  God.^ 
There  need  be  no  marvel  at  these  things,  the  Saviour  intimates, 
because  they  seem  to  us  mysterious;  for  there  are  no  occurrences 
around  us,  not  even  the  most  common — ^whose  first  cause  and 
essence  are  not  inscratable  to  us.'  Above  all,  they  who  are  anx- 
ious and  thoughtful  about  spiritual  things,  and  to  some  extent 
enlightened  conceraiog  them — ^need  not  marvel  at  that  which 
is  perfectly  elemental  and  ultimate  trath.  But  however  that 
may  be,  this  much  the  Saviour  told  Nicodemus,  that  this  doc- 
trine of  the  necessity  and  reality  of  a  new,  spiritual,  and  divine 
birth,  is  not  only  wholly  fundamental  in  his  system  of  truth  unto 
salvation;  but  so  thoroughly  does  that  system  rest  on  it,  that  no 
man  can  receive  any  truth  beyond  this,  until  this  one  is  received; 

>  John,  iil  1-21. 

•  TewfjBfi  avu6tv~~yewri9fi  UvtvfiaTOi — i6nv — eiacMtiv :  bom  from  aboTe,  bom 
of  the  Spirit— uw  know  and  enUr  (he  hmgdom.  But  ytvvfi$ii  e^  ^f6aTOf—€l9€lM» :  bom 
of  water,  we  enier  ft  The  spiritoal  kingdom  uniTenal :  and  the  YJaiUe  form  of  H: 
knowing  and  entering  the  former  bj  a  new  creatioQ ;  entering  the  latter  bj  a  i 
meot  •  Jobo,  {EL  S-a. 
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and  that  no  viBible  kingdom  of  God  can  be  justly  conceived  of, 
except  as  it  stands  related  to  the  universal  kingdom  of  the  re- 
generate.* 

4  And  then  the  Saviour  explained  in  the  clearest  manner, 
both  the  ground  and  the  manner  of  this  new  and  heavenly  birth. 
The  Son  of  Man,"says  he,  must  be  lifted  up  ;  that  whosoever  be- 
lieveth  in  him,  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life :  as 
Qod  had  taught  his  people  even  by  Moses,  when  he  bade  him  lift 
up  a  serpent  of  brass  upon  a  pole,  that  they  who  had  murmured 
against  God  and  been  bitten  unto  death  by  fiery  serpents,  might 
turn  to  God  and  live  as  they  beheld  the  sign  of  his  mercy  in  this 
type  of  Christ.  It  is  on  account  of  this  sacrifice  of  Christ,  and 
in  virtue  of  it,  that  men  mortally  diseased  of  sin,  may  be  healed 
as  they  look  to  him,  may  be  snatched  from  the  destruction  to 
which  they  hasten — may  be  restored  to  God  by  a  new  and  spirit- 
ual creation,  and  may  live  forever.  Moreover,  this  sacrifice  of 
Christ  is  the  result  of  God's  sovereign  Grace  ;  for  Chriet  repeats 
under  the  form  of  divine  love,  what  he  had  just  said  under  the 
form  of  human  necessity  ;  for  God  so  loved  the  world  that  he 
gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  him 
should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life.  The  two  phrases — 
"  Even  so  must  the  Son  of  Man  be  lifted  up,"  and  "  God  so 
loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son;*'  are,  there- 
fore, precisely  equivalent  to  each  other,  so  far  as  the  third  phrase 
which  responds  to  both  of  them  equally,  is  concerned  :  that  is, 
80  fiir  as  relates  to  the  infinite  reality  and  certainty  of  salvation 
by  Faith  in  the  crucified  God-man.  And  thus  our  believing  in 
Jesus  Christ  is  most  clearly  declared  by  him  to  be  the  method 
of  our  knowing  and  entering  into  the  kingdom  of  Gtod;  the 
proof  that  we  are  born  again  spiritually  and  divinely,  that  we  are 
the  objects  of  G^'s  love,  and  that  we  shall  live  forever.  And 
just  as  clearly,  our  not  believing  in  him  is  declared  to  exclude  us 
from  the  possibility  of  knowing  or  entering  the  kingdom  of  God; 
to  prove  that  we  are  not  bom  again,  but  are  left  under  condem- 
nation ;  and  to  aggravate  that  condemnation,  while  it  aug- 
ments both  the  grounds  and  evidences  upon  which  we  shall 
perish.' 

5.  If  the  sacred  Scriptures,  instead  of  being  so  replenished 
with  the  doctrine  of  the  supernatural  restoration  of  man  to  the 

>  John,  iS.  11-18.  *  John,  UL  14-21. 
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lost  image  of  God,  that  they  are  wholly  inexplicable  as  soon  as 
that  idea  is  lost  sight  of ;  had  contained  nothing  docisive  on  the 
subject  before  this  explanation  of  it  specially  given  by  Christ 
himself  to  Nicodemus  ;  we  should  have  been  obliged  to  engraft 
that  transcendent  truth  upon  all  the  other  teachings  of  Christ, 
as  the  complement  of  all — or  to  disallow  Christ  himself^  as  a 
teacher  come  from  God.  But,  in  effect,  Christ  has  only  made 
perfectly  distinct  the  exact  form  of  the  grand  truth  concerning 
our  recovery,  with  which  the  whole  Scriptures  were  pregnant,  and 
to  which  the  Covenant  of  Grace  was  directly  pointed.  And  if 
any  thing  could  increase  our  sense  of  its  truth  established  by  so 
many  divine  statements,  and  of  its  fitness  demonstrated  by  its 
own  nature  and  effects ;  it  would  be  the  systematic  completeness 
which  it  gives  to  the  vast  and  wonderful  spiritual  system  of 
which  it  is  the  centre,  sustaining,  like  the  keystone  of  a  mighty 
arch,  one  half  oti  either  side.  The  original  perfection  of  man, 
his  fall,  and  his  subsequent  state  of  sin  and  misery  ;  his  extrica* 
tion  by  the  grace  of  God,  and  that  gmce  exhibited  in  the  sacri- 
fice of  the  Son  of  God :  here  is  one  limb  of  the  stupendous  arch. 
For  the  other  limb,  the  favour  and  protection  of  Qt)d  in  this 
present  life,  and  endless  glory  and  felicity  in  a  higher  and  better 
life  to  come.  Now  fill  the  gap  between  them.  Man  united  to 
this  divine  Redeemer,  who  was  cnicified  in  his  stead,  by  a  divine 
and  spiritual  work  wrought  within  him  ;  which  work  is  a  new 
creation,  wherein  he  recovers  tlie  lost  image  of  God — and  which 
manifests  itself  by  Faith  in  the  Saviour  of  sinners.  And  now 
the  heavenly  fabric  is  complete  ! 

II. — 1.  Taking  our  start  now  from  this  clear  and  broad  de- 
velopment of  the  subject  made  by  the  Lord  Jesus,  not  only  in 
its  own  nature,  but  also  in  its  relation  to  the  plan  of  salvation, 
and  to  the  whole  proportion  of  faith  ;  w^e  have  before  us  an  open 
way  through  the  innumerable  illustrations,  arguments,  and  de- 
clarations relating  to  it,  which  we  find  scattered  over  the  whole 
volume  of  inspiration.  If  we  are  humble  and  diligent,  we  need 
not,  therefore,  have  any  fear  of  going  astray.  And  in  the  light  of 
this  whole  testimony  of  God,  I  venture  to  define,  that  Regenera- 
tion is  one  of  the  benefits  of  the  Covenant  of  Redemption,  being 
a  saving  work  of  God's  Spirit  in  the  elect,  whereby,  through  the 
instrumentality  of  divine  truth,  and  for  th?  merit's  sake  of 
Jesus  Christ,  their  whole  nature  is  renewed  in  the  image  of 
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God.  And  I  will  endeavour  to  establish  and  ezpkun  the  chief 
pointa  of  this  definition. 

2.  Our  natural  condition  is  described  to  be  such,  that  we  have 
oor  understanding  darkened — ^that  we  are  alienated  from  the  life 
of  Gk)d — that  we  are  ignorant  of  him — that  our  hearts  are  blinded 
and  nnfeeling-^-and  that  the  common  result  is,  that,  left  to  our- 
selves, we  give  ourselves  over  to  lasciviousness,  to  work  all  UDcleau- 
ness  with  greediness/  In  a  condition  so  terrible,  it  is  not  strange 
that  the  natural  man  receiveth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God ; 
nor  that  they  are  foolishness  unto  him  ;  neither  that  he  cannot 
know  things  which  can  be  discerned  only  spiritually.^  The  con* 
stant  declaration  of  the  Scriptures  is,  that  the  Covenant  of  Re- 
demption provides  a  complete  remedy  for  this  deplorable  con- 
dition ;  and  that  besides  this,  there  is  no  other  remedy  cu^tual,  or 
possible ;  and  I  have  ventured  constantly  to  assert,  that  if  the 
Scriptures  are  divinely  inspired,  or  if  man  can  trust  either  his 
own  experience  or  consciousness,  none  other  is  even  conceivable. 
I^  therefore,  a  spiritual  Regeneration  occurs  to  fallen  man  :  if  it 
is  a  means,  nay,  the  very  chief  inward  means  of  his  deliverance  : 
and  if  it  occurs  through  that  which  the  Mediator  of  the  Cove- 
nant of  Redemption  has  done  and  suffered — all  of  which  has 
been  proved :  it  follows,  of  necessity,  that  this  spiritual  Regen- 
eration is  one  of  the  benefits  which  that  Covenant  has  secured 
for  fallen  man. 

8.  That  this  spiritual  Regeneration  is  a  work  of  the  Holy 
€rhoBt,  the  whole  statement  of  Jesus  to  Nicodemus  explicitly  de- 
clares, and  the  whole  Scriptures  testify,  times  and  ways  beyond 
computation.  Since  every  good  and  every  perfect  gift  is  from 
above,  and  cometh  down  from  the  Father  of  lights,  with  whom  is 
DO  variableness,  neither  shadow  of  turning  ;  it  would  indeed  be 
wonderful,  when  of  his  own  will  he  begets  us  with  the  word  of 
tiutb,  that  we  should  be  a  kind  of  first  fruits  of  his  creatures  ; 
if  it  could  be  supposed  that  this  best  and  most  perfect  gift  our 
souls  can  receive. — ^though  mode  ours  through  the  sacrifice  of 
Christ,  and  by  divine  light,  and  divine  truth,  and  a  divine  be- 
getting of  us,  should  be  the  solitary  example  of  variableness  in 
the  unchangeable  God.'  There  aro  three  conceivable  human 
ways  in  which  it  might  be  supposed  to  be  possible  for  us  to  re- 
ceive and  believe  on  Jesus — ^which  the  Apostle  John  calls,. 

»  Eph.,  IT.  18,  19.  •  1  Cor.,  il  14.  ■  James,  I  17,  18. 
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respectively,  of  blood,  of  the  will  of  the  flflflb,  and  of  the  will  of 
mau.  That  is,  it  is  conceivable  that  sach  a  retiiU  might  be 
hereditary— or  it  might  conceivably  be  self-produoed-— or  it  might 
conceivably  be  produced  by  some  influence  of  oar  feUow-men 
upon  US  ;  besides  which  there  is  no  other  conceivable  Imman  way. 
But  he  repeats  and  rejects  as  impossible,  all  three  of  these  ways ; 
and  asserts  in  the  most  precise  manner,  that  all  who  become  sons 
of  God  by  receiving  and  believing  in  Jesus  Christ,  do  so  as  the 
result  of  a  superhuman  change  which  has  passed  upon  them : 
namely,  they  are  born  of  Glod.*  Even  from  of  old,  God's  pro- 
phets bad  plainly  taught  that  all  spiritual  effects  axe  produced, 
not  by  might,  nor  by  power,  but  by  my  Spirit,  saith  the  Lord  of 
hosts.'  For  Gbd's  saints  are  God's  workmanship,  created  in 
Christ  Jesus  unto  good  works  :  God,  who  is  rich  in  mercy,  fer 
his  great  love  wherewith  he  loved  us^  even  when  we  were  dead  in 
sins,  hath  quickened  us  together  wiUi  Christ,  and  hath  raised  us 
up  together  and  made  us  sit  together  in  heavenly  places  in  Christ 
Jesus  :  nay,  hath  saved  us  by  grace,  through  fiedth ;  and  that 
not  of  ourselves  :  it  is  the  gift  of  God  :  not  of  works,  lest  any 
roan  should  boast.'  And  six  or  seven  centuries  before  the  Apos- 
tle Paul  gave  the  emphatic  testimony  I  have  just  repeated,  the 
])rophet  Ezokiel,  in  explaining  the  significance  of  the  valley  of 
dry  bones,  in  the  midst  of  which  the  hand  of  the  Lord  had  car- 
ried him  out,  iu  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  and  set  him  down  ;  had 
set  forth  the  very  process  by  which,  under  the  means  of  grace, 
bono  comes  to  bone,  and  sinews  and  flesh  and  skin  are  laid  upon 
them.  For  as  he  proclaimed  the  word  of  the  Lord,  there  was  a 
noise  and  a  shaking  ;  and  when  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  came  upon 
them  the  bones  stood  up  upon  their  feet,  an  exceeding  great 
army.  And  the  Lord  said  to  the  prophet,  Son  of  man,  these 
bones  are  the  whole  house  of  Israel.^  It  is  not,  therefore,  a 
figure  of  speech,  when  it  is  said  that  Christ  lives  in  those  who  are 
crucified  with  him ;  and  that  the  life  which  they  live  in  the  flesh, 
they  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  them  and 
gave  himself  for  them.*  For  all  our  hope  that  we  shall  appear 
in  glory  with  Christ,  when  he  shall  appear,  is  founded  on  the 
certainty  that  Christ  is  our  life.'  And  nothing  can  be  more  idle 
than  to  call  that  a  mere  persuasion,  which  Grod  calls  an  irresiBt- 

»  John,  i.  12,  13.  «  Zech.,  iv.  6.  •  Bph.,  U.  4-10. 
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ible  and  saving  power ;  working  in  us  to  the  production  of  a 
saving  Faith  in  us,  by  the  new  creation  of  the  soul  itself ;  the 
very  same  power,  namely,  that  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  by  which  he 
wrought  in  Christ  when  he  raised  him  from  the  dead,  and  set 
him  at  his  own  right  hand  in  the  heavenly  places.' 

4.  It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  good  men  should  allow 
themselves  to  reject,  and  to  foment  prejudice  against  terms 
which  God  himself  uses  with  great  emphasis  in  his  blessed  word. 
The  word  ded  and  its  kindred  words  are  used  many  times  in  the 
sacred  Scriptures ;  and  the  word  predestinate  and  its  kindred 
words  are  occasionally  used  in  tbem  ;  and  the  ideas  they  express 
and  the  truths  they  convey,  and  which  are  expressed  and  con- 
veyed in  many  other  ways,  are  precise  in  themselves,  fundamen- 
tal in  the  salvation  of  man,  and  embedded  not  only  in  the  very 
structure  of  the  Gospel  and  of  divine  grace,  but  in  the  very  na- 
ture of  God.  Moreover,  human  experience  and  observation 
establish  nothing  more  palpably,  than  that  the  course  of  divine 
providence  is  directed  under  truths  and  ideas,  precisely  analogous 
to  those  we  express  by  the  words  divine  predestination  and  elec- 
tion :  nor  is  the  course  of  human  affairs,  or  the  career  of  a  single 
human  being,  capable  of  being  explained  in  any  other  way.  In 
like  manner  no  soul  was  ever  brought  to  a  saving  knowledge  of 
Gtodf  which  did  not  willingly  and  joyfully  admit  that  God,  who 
commanded  the  light  to  shine  out  of  darkness,  hath  shined  in 
our  hearts,  to  give  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of 
God  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ.*  Grace  unto  you,  and  peace,  be 
multiplied,  says  the  Apostle  Peter,  elect  according  to  the  fore- 
knowledge of  God  the  Father,  through  sanctification  of  the 
Spirit,  unto  obedience  and  sprinkling  of  the  blood  of  Jesus 
Christ.  Blessed,  he  adds,  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  which  according  to  his  abundant  mercy  hath  begot- 
ten U8  again  unto  a  lively  hope,  by  the  resurrection  of  Jesus 
Christ  from  the  dead,  to  an  inheritance  incorruptible,  and  unde- 
filed,  and  that  fadeth  not  away,  reserved  in  heaven  for  you,  who 
are  kept  by  the  mighty  power  of  God  through  fiuth  unto  salva- 
tion ready  to  be  revealed  in  the  last  time.'  And  to  this  effect  is 
the  whole  testimony  of  God  concerning  that  chosen  generation, 
that  royal  priesthood,  that  holy  nation,  that  peculiar  people,  as 
the  lame  Apostle  calls  the  elect,  whose  very  calling  he  declares 
>Bpb.ljMw<iii;  ColoM,,LjMMiifk  "  3  Cor.,  iv.  6.  *  1  Peter,  L  8-«. 
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to  be,  that  they  should  show  forth  the  praises  of  him  who  hath 
called  them  out  of  darkness  into  his  marvellous  light.^  Nor,  if  we 
will  consider,  is  there  any  alternative  which  does  not  subvert  the 
Gospel,  and  destroy  its  conception  of  salvation.  It  is  conceivable 
that  all  men  perish  :  it  is  conceivable  that  none  perish :  it  is 
conceivable  that  the  idea  of  the  new  birth  is  a  mere  delusion  :  it 
is  conceivable,  as  I  have  before  shown,  that  Begeneration  might 
occur  in  either  one  of  three  human  ways,  namely,  of  blood,  of 
tlie  will  of  the  flesh,  or  of  the  will  of  man.  Bat  the  Scriptures 
assert  in  the  most  positive  manner,  that  all  these  conceptions  are 
utterly  false.  Yet  these  conceptions  exhaust  the  possibilities  of 
the  case,  except  that  the  elect  of  God,  and  they  only,  are  bom 
of  the  Spirit,  and  are  saved.  Of  necessity,  therefore,  if  man  can 
believe  God,  or  if  he  can  believe  his  own  consciousness,  this  is 
true.  But  to  disbelieve  our  consciousness  is  impossible  ;  and  to 
disbelieve  God  is  both  impious  and  absurd  ;  and  is,  besides,  the 
highest  proof  that  we  shall  perish,  unless  we  be  bom  again* 

5.  The  instrumentality  of  the  word  of  €U>d  in  Begeneration 
seems  to  be  clearly  asserted  in  the  Scriptures,  and  to  be  involved 
in  the  very  nature  of  the  case.  As  the  divine  Spirit  is  the  only 
efficient  agent,  so  divine  truth  is  the  only  efficient  instniment, 
in  the  spiritual  renovation  of  man.  The  Apostle  James,  con- 
trasting our  natural  with  our  renewed  state,  declares  concerning 
God,  that  of  his  own  will  begat  he  us  with  the  word  of  truth.* 
The  Apostle  Peter,  explaining  the  manner  of  purifying  our  souls 
in  obeying  the  truth  through  the  Spirit,  says,  we  are  bom  again, 
not  of  corruptible  seed,  but  of  incorruptible,  by  the  word  of  God, 
which  liveth  and  abideth  forever.^  The  Apostle  John  declares 
that  the  reason  why  whoever  is  bom  of  God  doth  not  commit  sin, 
is  that  his  seed  remaineth  in  him.^  Which  answers  to  the  dec- 
larations of  the  Apostle  Paul,  that  God  hath  from  the  beginning 
chosen  us  to  salvation,  through  sanctification  of  the  Spirit  and 
l)elief  of  the  truth :'  that  Faith  can  exist  only  by  knowledge  of 
the  word  of  God  ;'  and  that  those  whose  spiritual  father  he  him- 
self was,  were  begotten  in  Christ  through  the  Gospel.^  And  to 
crown  the  whole,  the  Lord  Jesus,  in  that  wonderful  discourse  ir 
which  he  declares  that  his  flesh  and  his  blood  are  the  life  of  hi 
disciples,  and  explains  in  what  manner  and  in  what  sense  this  i^ 

i  1  Poter,  il  9.  '  James,  118.  *  1  Poter,  I  22,  23.  « 1  John,  lii.  S. 
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SO ;  closes  his  exposition  with  these  decisive  words,  It  is  the 
Spirit  which  quickeneth  ;  the  flesh  profiteth  nothing  ;  the  words 
that  I  speak  unto  yon,  they  are  spirit,  and  they  are  life.'  The 
great  doctrine  thus  taught,  seems  to  be  inevitable,  in  every  as- 
pect of  the  subject  cognizable  by  human  reason.  Although  we 
cannot  fuUy  understand  why  the  Second  Person  of  the  Trinity 
should  be  called,  by  emphasis,  The  Word  ;  yet  we  cannot  avoid 
seeing  that  under  that  appellation  both  the  old  creation  and  the 
new  are  so  immediately  appurtenant  to  him,  that  the  former  is 
by  the  Word  of  Power,  and  the  latter  by  the  Word  of  Grace. 
When  he  said,  Lei  there  be  lights  the  result  was  not  more  instan- 
taneous, nor  the  force  more  irresistible,  than  when  he  said.  Fol- 
low me !  And  when  we  reflect  on  the  indissoluble  connection 
between  the  work  of  Christ  and  the  work  of  the  Spirit,  in  all 
things  pertaining  to  salvation  ;  it  seems  to  me  that  we  would  be 
forced  by  the  urgency  of  theoretical  truth,  to  infer  and  assert  the 
connection  in  the  Begeneration  of  the  soul,  even  if  the  Scrip- 
tures had  left  the  point  obscure.  On  the  other  hand,  if  we  con- 
sider our  own  nature,  which  incurs  this  superhuman  change  ;  we 
know  indeed  too  little  of  the  essence  of  our  spiritual  being,  to 
speak  with  great  confidence  of  the  relative  fitness  of  a  work  of 
infinite  grace  and  almighty  {)Ower  on  it,  considered  as  performed 
by  the  divine  agent,  namely,  the  Holy  Ghost,  with  or  without  a 
divine  instrument,  namely,  the  word  of  God.  But  as  soon  as  we 
come  to  consider  the  attributes,  faculties,  powers  of  this  spiritual 
essence  of  ours  ;  the  case  is  very  different.  For  we  do  know 
very  much  concerning  these — and  all  of  them  incur,  along  with 
the  essence  to  which  they  appertain,  that  change  which  is  the 
product  of  infinite  grace  and  almighty  power.  And  manifestly, 
the  Intellect,  the  Conscience,  the  Will,  the  Mind,  the  Heart,  the 
Soul  of  Man,  are  incapable,  as  far  as  we  can  comprehend,  of 
being  morally  and  spiritually  renovated,  except  through  some  in- 
Btrumentality  of  moral  and  spiritual  truth.  And  so  the  emphatic 
response  of  all  things,  human  and  divine,  confirms  the  constant 
and  explicit  statement  of  the  Scriptures,  that  while  the  Holy 
Ghost  is  the  divine  and  efficient  agent  in  our  Regeneration — and 
the  true  author  of  it ;  the  truth  of  God  is  used  by  him  instru- 
mentally  therein  ;  of  itself,  like  every  other  mere  instrument, 
incompetent ;  and  effectual  only  as  used  by  him.    I  venture  to 

>  John,  tL  63. 
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make,  not  withoufc  diffidence,  a  Btatement  ibanded  apon  a  rearj 
large  experience  in  dealing  with  the  booIs  of  meii|  which  seems 
to  me  to  be  a  simple  but  momentous  practical  illnstiation  of  the 
transcendent  psycholc^cal  truths  I  am  attempting  to  explain. 
I  have  never  known  a  single  human  soul  deeply  awakened,  that 
was  not  specially  aroused  to  the  importance  of  some  particular 
aspect  of  divine  truth,  or  of  some  special  truth :  and  I  luive  never 
known  the  same  soul  to  be  twice  awakened  by  the  same  truth : 
and  I  have  never  known  a  single  soul  that  embraced  the  Saviour 
at  its  first  awakening. 

6.  I  have  said  that  this,  like  eveiy  other  blessing  and  benefit 
secured  to  fallen  man  by  the  Covenant  of  Bedemptiim,  is  be- 
stowed on  us  for  the  sake  of  the  Mediator  of  that  covenant,  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  In  every  case,  such  general  expressions,  as 
the  merit's  sake  of  ChriHy  involve,  more  or  less  fully,  the  whok 
doctrine  of  Christ  and  Salvation.  When  it  is  demanded,  why 
it  is  that  fallen  man  must  be  regenerated  at  all  ?  the  answer  is 
very  obvious,  that  in  their  natural  state  they  are  neither  able  nor 
inclined  to  serve  or  enjoy  God:  while,  on  the  other  hand,  GKmI  is 
so  far  from  considering  them  either  fit  or  worthy  to  serve  and 
enjoy  him,  that  the  whole  earth  is  full  of  proofs  of  his  just  dis- 
pleasure, and  his  blessed  word  abounds  with  declarations,  that  if 
we  remain  as  we  are,  so  far  from  ever  seeing  his  face  in  peace, 
wc  shall  all  surely  perish.  God,  in  his  infinite  beneficence,  does 
not  desire  that  any  sbould  perish,  but  would  rather  all  should 
turn  and  live:  and  in  the  manifestation  of  this  infinite  grace,  the 
whole  work  of  Redemption  by  Christ,  and  the  whole  work  of  the 
Spirit  applying  the  benefits  of  that  Redemption,  occur.  I  have 
just  been  pointing  out  how  it  is  that  Regeneration  is  one  of  the 
chief  works  of  the  Spirit,  as  I  had  immediately  before  pointed 
out  how  it  is  one  of  the  chief  benefits  of  Christ's  Mediatioa  The 
immediate  question  is,  how  does  it  stand  so  closely  connected 
with  the  merits  of  Christ's  mediatorial  work,  as  to  oblige  us  to 
locate  the  meritorious  cause  of  this,  along  with  every  other  ben- 
efit of  the  Covenant  of  Redemption,  in  Christ  himself?  And 
the  explanation  is  both  simple  and  complete.  For  the  nature  of 
God,  the  nature  of  transgression,  and  the  nature  of  the  case  is 
such,  that  every  transgression  and  disobedience  must  receive  a 
just  recompense  of  reward  :  and  this  necessity  is  so  profound 
and  universal,  that  the  incarnation  of  the  Son  of  Gh)d,  in  order 
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that  he  mi^t  be  tbe  Mediator  between  God  and  men,  and  then 
his  perfect  obedience  and  his  infinite  sacrifice,  as  GUxl-man  thus 
mediating,  constitute  the  only  alternative  to  the  absolute  perdi- 
tion of  the  whole  race  of  sinners.  In  the  satisfaction  which 
Christ  has  rendered,  lies  the  possibility  of  any  escape  for  us;  the 
meritorions  cause,  so  &r  as  sinners  are  concerned,  of  all  that 
divine  grace  ever  proposed  in  their  behalf-— and  manifestly,  there- 
fore, of  that  without  which  all  else  is  nugatory,  namely,  their 
new  creation.  The  grand  truth  of  Bevelation  considered  as  gra- 
cious, is  a  Saviour  for  sinners :  tbe  grand  duty  of  sinners  is  to 
embrace  this  Baviour — ^their  grand  necessity  to  partake  of  the 
merits,  and  so  of  the  benefits  of  his  Bedemption.  As  for  the 
elect,  they  do  thus  embrace  him,  and  do  thus  partake  of  his 
merits  and  of  his  benefits.  All  the  results  both  ways,  are 
summed  up  in  a  single  divine  statement :  The  first  man  Adam 
was  made  a  living  soul :  the  last  Adam  was  made  a  quickening 
spirit.  The  first  man  is  of  the  earth,  earthy ;  the  second  man 
is  the  Lord  from  heaven.  As  is  the  earthy,  such  are  they  also 
that  are  earthy :  and  as  is  the  heavenly,  such  are  they  also  that 
are  heavenly.  And  as  we  have  borne  the  image  of  the  earthy, 
we  shall  also  bear  the  image  of  the  heavenly.  Flesh  and  blood 
cannot  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God  ;  neither  doth  corruption  in- 
herit incorruption.  It  is  the  life  of  Christ — and  it  is  for  the  sake 
of  Christ.* 

7.  The  last  point  stated  is,  that  in  Begeueration  the  whole 
nature  of  the  elect  is  renewed  in  the  image  of  Gad.  God  recon- 
ciles us  to  himself  by  Jesus  Christ :  therefore,  if  any  man  be  in 
Christ,  he  is  a  new  creature.'  This  new  creation  is  the  workman- 
ship of  God,  created  in  Christ  Jesus  unto  good  works.'  Crucified 
with  Christ,  it  is  Christ  that  lives  in  us ;  and  the  life  that  we 
live  in  the  flesh,  we  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who 
loveil  us,  and  gave  himself  for  us.«  For  l)eing  dead,  and  our  life 
hid  with  Christ  in  Gi>d,  and  Christ  himself  being  our  life ;  when 
he  shall  appear,  then  we  also  shall  appear  with  him  in  glory.^ 
Assuredly,  this  new  life  must  manifest  itself  by  such  vital  opera- 
tions as  are  appropriate  to  its  own  renewed  nature.  But  these 
manifestations  are  fruits  of  that  life — not  the  very  life  itself; 
graces  following  Begeneration — not  Begeueration  itself.   It  is  not 

•  1  Got.,  XT.  46-*0.  •  2  Cor.,  v.  17,  18.  »  Bph.,  iL  10. 

4  GaL,  U.  SO.  •  CoL,  ill  8,  4. 
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the  operations  of  our  Dature — it  is  our  nature  itself,  in  its  bDo«^««^y 
and  of  necessity  in  every  element  of  that  easenoe,  and  in  every 
power,  faculty,  quality,  attribute,  force  of  that  nature,  which  has 
incurred  this  new  creation.  And  it  is  expressly  declared,  that 
when  we  put  off  the  old  man,  which  is  corrupt ;  and  are  renewed 
in  the  spirit  of  our  mind  ;  and  put  on  the  new  man  ;  we  put  on 
that  which,  after  God,  is  created  in  righteousness  and  true  holi- 
ness.* Renewed  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  renewed  in  Christ  Jesus,  it 
is  God  himself  after  whose  image  we  are  thus  renewed.  And 
thus  of  all  spiritual  mysteries,  this  greatest  is  amongst  the  plain- 
est ;  it  is  our  restoration  to  the  image  of  Gt>d  I  How  it  is  con- 
ceivable that  such  a  renovation  could  occur,  except  in  the  manner 
pointed  out  in  the  Scriptures,  I  can  no  more  understand,  than 
I  can  understand  how  any  one  can  study  the  Scriptures  and  not 
see  that  they  clearly  teach  the  reality  and  the  nature  of  this 
renovation ;  or  how  any  one  can  reflect  on  the  whole  case  as 
made  out  concerning  it  in  the  Scriptures,  and  not  perceive  that 
under  that  precise  state  of  case,  this  renovation  is  not  only  ab- 
solutely indispensable  in  itself,  but  inevitably  certain  to  occur. 

III.-  -1.  It  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  necessaiy  to  repeat 
here  what  I  have  carefully  taught  in  other  places,  concerning 
various  matters  connected,  more  or  less  closely,  with  the  grand 
trutli  I  have  been  considering :  much  less  to  enter  upon  other 
questions  which,  however  important  they  may  be  supposed  to  be, 
are  either  necessarily  resolved  by  what  I  have  endeavom-ed  to 
settle  herein ;  or  are  in  their  own  nature  not  capable  of  a  precise 
and  decisive  settlement.  Two  topics,  perhaps,  from  the  immense 
extent  to  which  they  operate,  and  from  the  deep  interest  which 
attaches  to  them,  ought  not  to  be  wholly  overlooked.  The  firet 
relates  to  the  actual  state  of  the  human  soul,  at  the  instant 
and  in  the  act  of  its  new  creation :  the  second  to  the  applica- 
bility of  the  method  of  salvation  herein  disclosed  to  the  souls 
of  infants. 

2.  Touching  the  former  topic,  having  discussed  it  fiilly  as  a 
point  of  objective  Knowledge,*  little  beyond  its  subjective  appli- 
cation need  be  said  here.  The  New  Birth,  of  which  I  have  been 
treating,  is  the  fourth  method  by  which  life  is  declared  to  be  im- 
parted to  man  :  the  other  three  are,  creation,  natural  birth,  and 
the  resurrection  of  the  body.   This  method  is  illustrated  through- 

'  Eph.,  It.  22-24.  *  See  chapter  tyiv^  First  Fori  of  Huology. 
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oat  the  Scriptures,  by  each  of  the  other  three ;  and  is  repeatedly 
explained  as  a  New  Creation,  a  New  Birth,  and  a  Quickening 
from  Death.  Nothing  known  to  us  can  be  more  certain  than  our 
total  passivity  in  our  original  creation,  in  our  being  naturally 
begotten  and  bom,  and  in  our  resurrection  from  the  dead.  If, 
therefore,  our  new  creation,  birth,  quickening, — is  appropriately 
represented  by  the  old,  in  the  Scriptures  ;  nothing  can  be  more 
idle  than  to  assert  that  in  the  new,  any  active,  much  less  any 
efficient  part  is  taken  by  the  souL  Nevertheless,  as  I  have  stated 
in  another  place,  our  passivity  in  Regeneration  is  every  way 
peculiar  :  not  that  of  the  dust  of  which  we  were  originally  made, 
nor  that  of  the  foetus  to  be  born,  nor  that  of  the  dust  which  is  to 
rise  from  the  dead:  but  the  passivity  in  the  New  Creation  is  that 
of  a  living  soul,  which  passes  from  spiritual  death  to  spiritual 
life,  under  the  almighty  power  of  an  Infinite  Spirit.  And  be- 
sides, as  I  have  shown,  the  very  change  involved  is  the  recovery 
of  the  divine  image  by  a  fallen  spirit,  which,  however  much  of 
that  image  it  may  have  lost,  retained  enough  of  it,  not  only  to 
be  susceptible  of  that  very  restoration,  but  to  possess  the  iden- 
tical nature  before  and  after  its  faU,  and  before  and  after  its  re- 
covery. It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  it  subverts  the  idea  of 
the  New  Creation,  taught  in  the  Scriptures,  to  claim  any  activity 
for  the  soul,  much  more  any  efficiency  in  its  own  Regeneration. 
At  the  same  time  it  appears  to  be  of  the  highest  importance,  to 
hear  in  mind,  that  the  renovation  is  absolutely  spiritual ;  and 
that  the  passivity  asserted  is  that  peculiar  to  a  living  soul,  which 
incurs  a  vital  renovation,  through  the  instrumentality  of  divine 
truth,  made  effectual  by  the  almighty  power  of  a  divine  agent. 
I  grant  th#t  the  weakness  of  our  conceptions,  and  the  poverty  of 
language,  make  the  articulate  utterance  of  such  distinctions  less 
complete  than  their  importance  demands.  What  I  insist  on  is, 
that  the  first  distinction  is  fundamentally  important,  and  the 
second  one  hardly  less  so.  For  the  difference  between  a  spiritual 
renovation,  wholly  or  even  partially  spontaneous,  and  one  pro- 
duced by  the  work  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  is  total  and  absolute;  and 
the  difference  between  a  spiritual  renovation  produced  by  the 
work  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  with  absolute  reference  to  the  nature 
of  the  spirit  which  is  the  subject  thereof,  and  one  produced  in 
like  manner,  without  any  regard  to  that  nature,  is  immeasurably 
great. 
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8.  Considering  what  multitudes  of  the  hamaii  race  die  before 
they  appear  to  us  to  have  arrived  at  that  maturity  of  their  facul- 
ties^ and  that  development  of  their  naturOy  which  we  judge  to  he 
necessary  in  order  to  make  them  responsible  for  their  conduct  as 
moral  agents ;  it  becomes  a  matter  of  very  great  importance  to 
ascertain,  if  we  can,  the  bearing  of  any  proposed  method  of  sal- 
vation upon  theuL  Two  points  may  be  considered  settled  beyond 
dispute,  and  fundamental  in  themselves.  First,  that  from  the 
moment  of  our  personal  existence,  we  exist  as  sinners  ;  and  that 
whatever  is  meant  by  Original  Sin  is  meant  of  every  baman 
being,  as  much  of  one  as  of  another.  The  second  is,  that  hy 
whatever  way  any  sinner  is  saved,  all  sinners  are  saved  who  ara 
saved  at  all ;  for  there  is  but  one  Gk)d,  one  Mediator  betwemi 
God  and  men,  one  Spirit,  one  body,  one  hope,  of  one  calling,  one 
Lord,  one  faith,  one  baptism,  one  Father  of  all.'  An  impenetrir 
ble  veil  is  thrown  across  the  course  of  our  conscious  existence— 
beyond  which  our  memory  does  not  penetrate;  so  that  we  cannot 
know  with  positiveness,  in  after  life,  what  were  our  eariiest  men- 
tal and  spiritual  exercises.  Bat,  at  the  same  time,  we  can  recall 
nothing,  remember  nothing,  which  impeaches,  in  the  slightest 
degree,  the  deep  conviction,  the  absolute  certainty  of  our  per- 
sonal identity,  and  our  continued  identical  self-conscious  exist- 
ence. If  we  could  pierce  that  mysterious  veil,  how  many  mysteries 
of  our  being  might  we  not  hope  to  see  explained !  I  am  not 
able  to  perceive,  in  the  actual  state  of  knowledge  attainable  by 
us  concerning  our  earliest  mental  and  spiritual  exercises,  upon 
what  ground  it  is  that  we  can  question  the  applicability  to  an 
infant  soul,  of  any  part  of  that  glorious  work  which  is  allowed 
to  be  applicable  to  an  adult  soul.  Being  a  fallen  soul,  why  may 
not  the  work  of  the  Spirit  be  effectual  in  it ;  and  why  may  it  not 
be  united  to  Christ,  and  have  communion  with  him  in  grace,  as 
no  one  doubts  it  may  have  communion  with  him  in  glory  ?  To 
say  it  cannot  believe  in  Christ,  is  to  say  far  more  than  we  know: 
and,  besides,  if  this  were  true,  what  would  follow  would  be,  that 
there  must  be  more  than  one  way  of  salvation,  or  infants  cannot 
be  saved  at  alL  I  have  said  in  a  previous  chapter,  that  I  know 
of  no  scriptural  warrant,  when  the  sum  of  revealed  truth  is 
taken  together,  upon  which  the  damnation  of  infants  can  be  as- 
serted ;  and  I  have  given  some  reasons  for  my  belief,  that  the 

»  Eph.,  iv.  4-6. 
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anertion  is  not  only  gFatnitouB,  but  untrae.  To  speak  of  elect 
in&nts  detenniDes  nothing :  for  unless  it  could  be  first  proved, 
or  at  least  made  probable,  that  some  of  them  perish  forever  as 
infiuits,  it  might  well  be,  and  probably  is,  that  fdl  of  them  dying 
in  infisincy  are  elect  It  must  indeed  be  admitted,  that  the  infant 
seed  of  believers  stand  in  a  different  relation  to  Grod  from  the 
iufSamt  seed  of  reprobates  ;  for  whatever  can  be  concluded  favour- 
ably to  all  in&nts,  concludes  as  well  for  the  infant  seed  of  be- 
lievers ;  while  besides  all  that,  there  are  additional,  repeated, 
and  distinct  testimonies  of  Ood,  that  the  infant  seed  of  his  peo- 
ple are  the  children  of  the  covenant.  The  special  matter  here, 
however,  is  simply  the  applicability  to  the  soul  of  any  infant,  of 
the  infinite  Grace  of  God  and  of  the  almighty  power  of  the 
Spirit  of  Ghxl,  in  its  supernatural  Regeneration,  which,  it  seems 
to  me,  is  settled  as  soon  as  we  admit  that  an  infant  is  a  fallen 
hnman  being,  capable  of  being  saved  at  all.  We  ought  to  re- 
member, for  our  comfort,  that  Adam's  sin  cannot  be  more  effect- 
ual to  pollute,  than  Christ's  righteousness  is  to  cleanse ;  and 
that  the  resources  of  divine  goodness,  and  wisdom,  and  power, 
are  all  infinite.  And  we  ought  to  avoid,  above  all  folly,  the 
wresting  of  the  Scriptures,  it  may  be,  to  our  own  destruction,  in 
absurd  attempts  to  make  that  which  we  know  with  clearness  and 
certainty,  accommodate  itself  to  that  concerning  which  our 
knowledge  is  both  limited  and  obscure. 

4.  In  a  matter  of  such  transcendent  importance,  of  which  the 
Scriptures  never  lose  sight,  concerning  which  no  evangelical  min- 
istry is  ever  silent,  which  involves  the  point  upon  which  the  destiny 
of  every  fidlen  human  soul  turns  for  all  eternity,  and  the  action 
upon  which  the  Gospel  of  salvation  is  subjectively  and  irresist- 
ibly confirmed  to  man  ;  it  may  be  excused — ^if  indeed  it  should 
not  be  thought  necessary,  to  restate,  in  a  brief  and  clear  manner, 
the  sum  of  saving  knowledge,  with  relation  to  it.     Thus : 

(a)  Man,  created  in  the  image  of  God,  lost  that  image  by  sin- 
ning against  Qoi ;  and  must  be  restored  to  it,  or  remain  for- 
e?er  unfit  for  communion  with  God,  averse  to  itj  and  excluded 
from  it. 

(b)  In  Regeneration,  fallen  man  is  restored  to  the  lost  image 
of  (}od  by  the  divine  renovation  of  his  depraved  nature. 

(c)  The  human  nature  which  is  thus  created  anew,  is  the 
same  human  nature  which  fell :  the  change  which  takes  place 
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therein  being  wholly  spiritual  as  to  its  kind,  and  wholly  of  the 
person  in  whom  it  occars. 

(d)  This  change  npon  the  human  nature  of  the  fiatUcn  sinner 
in  whom  it  personally  occurs,  is  the  result  of  a  work  of  infinite 
grace  and  almighty  power  ;  in  which  the  Holy  Ohost  is  the  sole 
efficient  agent. 

(e)  The  efficient  instrumentality  whereby  this  change  is 
wrought  in  maD,  is  the  Truth  of  Gkxl,  made  known  by  him  unto 
salvation,  and  made  effectual  by  the  Spirit  of  Gkxl ;  the  change 
wrought  being  in  man,  and  not  in  the  truth,  nor  in  Qod. 

(/)  It  is  in  Christ  Jesus,  Immaouel,  the  Mediator  of  the 
Covenant  of  Redemption,  that  the  whole  takes  place ;  it  is  in 
consequence  of  his  work,  on  account  of  his  merits,  for  his  sake, 
through  his  truth,  by  his  Spirit,  unto  his  life — ^that  man  is  Bon 
Again. 

(g)  It  is  after  God,  that  our  nature  is  restored  ;  Gtod  himself 
is  the  divine  model  of  the  new  creation  :  created  originally  in 
his  image,  after  his  likeness,  we  are  really  and  spiritually  restored 
thereto  in  our  New  Birth. 

{h)  In  this  work  of  divine  renovation,  man  is  wholly  passive ; 
we  incur  the  change  ;  but  that  passivity  is  altogether  peculiar, 
namely,  that  of  a  living  soul,  which  incurs  a  vital,  spiritual  res- 
toration, wrought  in  a  manner  wholly  regardful  of  its  own  abso- 
lute essence  and  nature. 

(t)  It  is  therefore  a  sovereign  act  of  Gtod  the  Creator  of  man 
— God  the  Saviour  of  sinners :  wherein,  through  his  infinite  grace, 
not  human  nature  in  its  totality — nor  all  human  bein^^s — but 
those  sinful  persons  of  the  human  race,  and  those  only,  who  will 
inherit  eternal  life  through  Jesus  Christ,  are  renewed  in  the 
image  of  God  :  and  the  most  remote  reason  of  their  individual 
Regeneration  revealed  by  God,  or  conceivable  by  us,  in  the  free, 
special  and  eternal  love  of  God,  which  he  signifies  by  calling 
them  his  elect. 

5.  However  any  portion  of  this  sublime  concatenation  of  re- 
vealed tnith,  may  appear  to  the  carnal  mind  to  be  repugnant  to 
all  just  ideas  of  God,  of  man,  of  sin,  and  of  salvation  ;  the  over- 
whelming facts  remain,  that  this  is  what  the  Scriptures  teach — 
this  is  what  the  Church  of  God  in  all  ages  has  been  nourished 
by — this  is  what  every  humble  and  earnest  disciple  of  Christ  pro- 
fesses to  have  experienced  in  his  own  soul.    And  it  may  be  as- 
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serted  without  reserve,  that  any  representation  of  a  spiritual 
renovation  in  man,  essentially  variant  from  this,  is  inconsistent 
with  human  nature,  contradictory  of  human  experience,  and 
irreconcilable  with  the  spiritual  system  of  the  universe  disclosed 
in  the  Scriptures  and  confirmed  by  every  thing  known  by  man 
concerning  God  and  nature.  Nor  need  we  be  under  the  slightest 
apprehension  that  we  can,  by  any  statements  of  ours,  exaggerate 
the  necessity  or  the  reality  of  this  restoration  from  spiritual  death, 
or  carry  too  high  its  eternal  effects.  It  is  the  distinguishing 
truth  of  the  Dispensation  of  the  Holy  Ghost — the  nearest  test  of 
true  religion  under  the  Grospel  state  of  the  Messianic  Kingdom. 
Of  all  the  truths  of  vital  Christianity,  this  is  the  one  which  seems 
to  be  most  easily  lost  sight  of  by  a  backslidden  church  ;  the  one 
which  a  shallow  philosophy  shuns  and  suspects  the  most ;  the 
one  which  ungodly  men  the  most  disrelish  and  disbelieve ;  the 
one  upon  which  hypocrites  most  thoroughly  make  shipwreck. 
Who  cannot  see  in  all  this  wonderful  array,  new  proofs  of  every 
element  which  enters  into  the  general  statement  concerning  this 
great  doctrine,  and  of  the  grand  truth  to  which  they  all  conclude 
—and  which  our  divine  Saviour  sums  up  with  so  much  empha- 
as,  Te  mwt  be  bam  again  I 


CHAPTER  IX. 

JUSTIFICATION:  WTTH  ITS  NATURE,  METHOD,  AND  EFFB0I8. 

L  1.  The  Friend  of  Sinners. — 2.  Oar  Sins  most  be  Punished  in  Hell  finerer,  or  freely 
Pardoned  by  a  gracious  God. — 3.  Proportion  of  Divine  Faith :  Position  of  Juflti- 
flcation  tlicrcin.— 4.  Explanation  of  its  Oflico  in  Solvation. — ^IL  1.  Original  De- 
feasanco  of  Satan's  daim  and  power  07er  tlie  Elect — ^2.  Consnmmation  of  tbdir 
Redemption.— 3.  Recapitulatioa  of  the  Work  of  Christ — L  In&UiUe  certainty  of 
the  Justification  of  God*s  Elect — 6.  Still,  God  must  be  Just,  even  in  their  Justi- 
flcation. — C.  And  his  Righteousness  therein  is  most  conspicuous. — 7.  Our  Justifl* 
cation  is  most  Gracious,  most  Complete — Gratuitous — and  Free:  with  abadnte 
Referonco  to  our  Union  with  Christ — 8.  The  Rigliteousnees  of  Christ  imputad  to 
us,  the  Meritorious  Cause :  the  Law  of  God  established. — III.  1.  Definition  of 
Justification  by  Faith. — 2.  It  has  immediate  Reference  not  to  oar  Nature,  but  to 
our  State. — 3.  Its  Relation  to  the  Covenant  of  Redemption,  and  to  other  Benefits 
thereof — i.  Our  Justification  is  an  Act  of  God :  and  that  Infinitely  6rec!oiUL — 
5.  The  practical  personal  Efibcts  of  this  Sentence  of  the  Father :  the  Ground  on 
which  it  rests. — G.  Wliat  Righteousness  of  Christ  it  is  which  is  imputed  to  the 
Penitent  Sinner,  as  tJie  sole  ground  of  his  Justification. — 7.  Tlic  Reality  and  the 
Manner  of  Receiving  this  imputed  Righteousness,  by  Faiths — 8.  The  Doctrines  of 
Covenant,  of  Headship,  and  of  Imputation — as  they  rekite  to  Salvation. 

I. — 1.  The  Son  of  man  is  come  to  save  that  which  is  lost. 
These  are  the  words  of  Jesus  :  the  words  of  him  whom  they 
called  in  derision,  the  Friend  of  Sinners — and  whose  answer  was, 
They  that  be  whole  need  not  a  physician,  but  they  that  are  sick — 
I  am  not  come  to  call  the  righteous,  but  sinners  to  repentance.' 
It  is  in  the  complete  recognition  of  our  own  sinfulness,  that  we 
recognize  the  need  of  a  Saviour  :  it  is  when  we  perceive  the  peril 
and  burden  of  our  sins,  that  we  desire  to  know  how  we  may  be 
delivered  from  them  :  and  the  more  we  are  aroused  to  a  sense  of 
their  pollution,  their  dominion,  and  their  guiltiness,  the  greater 
is  the  importance  we  attach  to  any  remedy  for  them,  which  pro- 
mises to  be  effectual.  .  Any  serious  consideration  of  the  subject 
ought  to  satisfy  us,  that  the  possible  results  of  the  case  lie  in 
very  narrow  limits,  and  admit  of  very  clear  statement.  Under 
the  dominion  of  that  infinitely  wise,  just,  righteous,  and  Al- 

*  Uatt,  ix.  IS,  13;  xL  19 ;  xviil  11. 
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mighty  Buler,  who  is  also  infinitely  good,  gracious,  and  merciful, 
against  whom  all  our  offences  have  been  peri)etrated  ;  it  is  not 
possible  for  us  to  conceive  of  more  than  two  general  modes  in 
which  the  sins  of  men  can  be  disposed  of,  one  of  which  modes  is, 
perhaps,  conceivable  under  several  possible  aspects.  I  will  state 
them  briefly. 

2.  It  is  certainly  very  obvious,  that  unless  our  sins  can  be 
disposed  of  in  some  other  satisfactory  manner,  they  may  be,  and 
if  we  dare  trust  either  the  word  of  God,  or  our  own  reason  and 
conscience,  or  the  common  judgment  of  mankind,  they  must  be 
adequately  punished.  And  however  we  may  delude  ourselves 
into  some  vain  hope,  that  the  adequate  punishment  of  such  sins 
as  ours,  against  such  a  Bnler  as  the  living  and  true  God — will 
neither  be  great  nor  lasting ;  we  ought  to  be  fully  aware  that 
what  he  means  by  adequate  is  immense  and  eternal ;  and  to  say 
the  least,  there  is  small  wisdom  in  risking  our  souls  upon  the 
hope  that  he  will  shrink  from  the  execution  of  that,  of  which  he 
has  80  solemnly  warned  us.  It  is  indeed  conceivable,  and  that  is 
the  other  general  possibility,  that  our  sins  may  be  disposed  of  in 
some  way  satisfactory  to  God,  without  his  being  obliged  to  pun- 
ish us  for  them  in  hell  forever.  And  this  theoretical  possibility 
has  two  aspects  ;  one  resting  on  ourselves  and  the  other  on  God. 
Concerning  ourselves,  it  is  no  doubt  conceivable  by  fallen  man, 
m  his  blindness  and  depravity,  that  he  can  himself  make  to  God 
all  the  satisfaction  which  such  sins  as  he  idly  judges  his  to  be, 
can  require  :  and  this  fatal  conceit  is  exhibited  in  all  the  super- 
stition, idolatry,  fanaticism,  and  will-worship — from  the  worship 
of  the  Devil  and  the  offering  of  human  sacrifices,  down  to  the 
worship  of  insects — which  have  degraded  our  race  through  all 
ages.  Concerning  the  divine  aspect  of  the  possibility  we  are  con- 
sidering, it  is  conceivably  twofold.  For  it  is  conceivable  by  man, 
in  his  abounding  ignorance  of  God,  and  himself,  that  human 
conduct  is  of  so  little  importance  in  itself,  or  is  so  far  indifferent 
in  the  sight  of  God,  that  he  takes  small  notice  of  our  sins  in  this 
life,  and  will  take  less,  or  no  notice  of  them  in  any  life  to  come  : 
and  this  fatal  delusion  is  the  very  life  of  all  the  practical  atheism 
which  has  afflicted  mankind  under  innumerable  disguises,  ranging 
fiom  the  highest  pretensions  of  austere  virtue  and  philosophy, 
duwn  to  the  most  brutal  licentiousness.  And  in  the  remaining 
•sjieet  of  thb  divine  posnhility,  it  ie  conceivable  that  Qod  should 
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of  that  covenant  redeem  them  by  the  sacrifice  of  himself:  it 
being  the  part  of  the  Holy  Ghost  to  create  them  anew,  and  sanc- 
tify them  wholly.  In  this  work  of  the  Spirit  applying  to  the 
Elect  the  benefits  of  that  covenant,  they  are  united  to  Christ  in 
their  Effectual  Calling,  by  being  Bom  Again,  and  are  thus  made 
partakers  of  his  life :  and  thus  united  to  him  as  their  covenant 
Saviour,  they  have  communion  with  him  through  the  divine  Spirit; 
in  which  communion  with  Christ,  they  partake  of  all  that  he  in 
his  whole  Mediatorial  work,  has  merited  and  purchased.  They 
are,  therefore,  effectually  called ;  in  the  process  of  that  Effectual 
Calling,  they  are  Regenerated  ;  being  Begenerated  they  are  Jus- 
tified— which  is  the  point  at  which  we  are  now  arrived.  It  may 
be  added,  and  will  be  shown  fully  in  its  proper  place,  that  be- 
sides being  Regenerated  and  Justified,  we  will  be  Adopted  as 
sons  and  heirs  of  God,  will  be  sanctified  through  the  Holy  Ghost, 
and  will  be  glorified  with  Christ  forever  i 

4.  Now  it  has  been  clearly  pointed  out  that  the  two  things 
which  separate  between  us  and  Gxxl,  have  both  of  them  direct 
relation  to  sin,  which  is  that  accursed  thing  which  G^kI  hates, 
and  which  he  cannot  look  upon  with  the  least  allowance.  The 
first  of  these  is  our  depraved  nature,  which  must  be  renewed  ; 
the  necessity  of  which  renewal,  and  the  nature  and  author  of  it, 
are  declared  thousands  of  times  in  the  Scriptures;  are  specifically 
held  forth  in  the  first  sacrament  of  the  Covenant  of  Bodemption; 
and  have  been  explicated  at  large  in  the  preceding  chapter,  when 
treating  of  Regeneration.  The  second  obstacle  to  any  reconcilia- 
tion between  God  and  sinful  men,  lies  in  the  offences  which  they 
have  actually  committed.  It  never  entered  into  the  mind  of  God, 
to  save  a  sinner  in  his  sins,  nor  to  pardon  his  sins  while  he  is  still 
the  enemy  of  Qoi  ;  and*  it  is  wholly  idle  to  talk  about  the  justi- 
fication of  impenitent,  unbelieving,  unregenerate  men.  Nor  is 
there  the  least  necessity  for  any  obscurity  or  perplexity,  by  con- 
founding Regeneration,  Sanctification,  or  any  work  or  grace  of 
God  relating  to  our  inner  life,  with  his  sentence  of  Justification, 
which  relates  to  our  acts  and  our  estate,  and  which  is  unalterably 
and  invariably  founded  upon  the  certainty  of  our  previous  inter- 
nal change  ;  previous,  I  mean,  of  course,  in  the  order  of  thought, 
for  in  reality  they  never  are,  nor  can  be  separated.  It  is  of  our 
actual  sins,  all  of  them,  and  in  their  widest  sense,  and  of  our 
persons  and  services,  and  of  our  title  to  eternal  life,  considering. 
VOL.  n.  11 
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US  as  being  actually  born  again,  tliat  this  divine  act,  this  sentenoe 
of  God  which  we  call  justification,  completely  and  irrevereibly 
disposes.  It  is  this  which  the  word  of  (Jod  perpetually  holds  up 
before  the  followers  of  Christ :  it  is  this  which  the  second  sacra- 
ment of  the  Covenant  of  Redemption  exhibits  to  us  in  the  sym- 
bols of  the  broken  body  and  shed  blood  of  the  Son  of  God :  and 
this  is  the  special  subject  of  our  present  enqiiiry.  Whom  Gk)d 
did  predestinate,  says  the  Apostle  Paul,  that  is  whomsoever  he 
did  by  his  free  and  immutable  counsel,  purpose,  and  decree, 
choose  to  grace  and  glory,  them  he  also  called :  that  is,  he  did 
by  his  word  and  Spirit,  invite  and  draw  them  fiom  a  state  of 
sin  and  misery,  to  a  state  of  grace  and  salvation,  and  did  for 
Christ's  sake,  and  by  Christ's  Spirit  regenerate  their  souls,  and 
unite  them  to  Christ  by  Faith.  And  the  Apostle  adds,  Whom 
he  called,  them  he  also  justified ;  that  is,  being  bom  again  of 
the  Spirit;  and  united  to  Christ  by  Faith,  God  discharged  and 
acquitted  them — both  from  the  guilt  and  punishment  of  sin,  and 
declared  their  persons  and  their  services  to  be  acceptable  in  his 
sight,  and  pronounced  them  to  have  an  indefeasible  title  to  eter- 
nal life :  the  whole  of  which  sentence  was  founded  absolutely 
upon  the  merits  of  Christ  imputed  to  them  by  God,  and  received 
by  them  through  Faith  in  Christ.  What  is  further  declared  by 
the  Apostle  concerning  their  glorification, — ^that  is,  their  posses- 
sion and  fruition  of  the  inheritance  thus  decreed  to  them  by  a 
title  so  transcendent,  under  a  sentence  so  sublime,  will  be  care- 
fully considered  hereafter  in  its  proper  place.* 

II. — 1.  Let  us  recollect  what  has  been  repeated  so  often,  and 
what  is  full  of  such  important  consequences,  namely,  that  the 
first  promulgation  of  divine  mercy  for  man  was  made  in  the  sen- 
tence of  God  upon  Satan,  for  his  seduction  and  ruin  of  man. 
In  that  sentence  God  broke  the  dominion  of  the  implacable 
murderer  and  liar  ;  and  made  utterly  void  all  right  which  he  had 
acquired  over  the  elect,  by  the  Fall  of  man.  In  the  eternal 
Covenant  of  Redemption,  they  were  parties  in  interest,  and  were 
so  far  i>artics  in  form,  that  the  Son  of  Grod,  who  was  to  take  their 
nature,  i-epresented  them  as  their  covenant  head  therein.  And 
what  should  be  the  first  utt<5ranco  of  the  fact,  that  there  was  a 
divine  Redeemer,  if  not  the  declaration  of  his  triumph,  of  the 
overthrow  of  Satan,  and  of  the  deliverance  of  the  redeemed  who 

»  Rom.,  viii.  29,  30. 
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were  his  brethren  ?  Bat  God  went  &rther  still ;  for  he  not  only 
declared  the  release  of  all  the  members  of  the  mystical  body  of 
Christ,  from  the  dominion  of  Satan  ;  but  he  declared  them,  in 
their  head,  to  be  the  enemies  and  conquerors  of  Satan.  Standing 
where  we  stand,  with  the  whole  word  of  Gk>d  in  our  hands,  and  the 
total  development  of  his  providence  and  his  grace  under  our  eyes; 
it  is  impossible  for  us  to  avoid  seeing  that  all  this  is  involved  in 
the  first  Gospel  promise/  Seeing,  then,  from  the  very  beginning, 
the  open  declaration  by  God  of  his  determinate  counsel  and  pur- 
pose to  deliver  the  heirs  of  eternal  life  through  the  Mediator,  from 
the  condemnation  of  the  Devil;  it  would  be  strange  indeed, 
after  Christ  has  actually  redeemed  them  with  his  most  precious 
blood,  and  destroyed  him  who  had  the  power  of  death,  that  they 
should  go  all  their  lifetime  under  the  bondage  of  corruption.' 

2.  And  however  great  may  be  the  dominion  of  sin,  and  how- 
ever certain  its  condemnation  ;  and  however  clearly  and  fully  the 
Law  cf  Gk)d  may  assert  both  ;  and  however  earnestly  that  Law 
may  demand  sentence  and  execution  against  us ;  and  however 
impossible  it  may  be  to  deny,  to  silence,  or  even  to  extenuate 
the  accusations  brought  against  us  by  Satan  ;  the  refuge  which 
is  set  before  us  in  Christ  Jesus,  is  sufficient  and  complete.  Has 
not  Gtod  sent  his  Son  in  the  likeness  of  sinful  fiesh,  and  for  sin, 
condemned  sin  in  the  flesh  ?  Ib  not  the  righteousness  of  the  law 
thus  fulfilled  in  us  ?  Has  not  sin  received  an  adequate  condem- 
nation ?  Is  not  the  law  content  with  its  own  righteousness  ren- 
dered to  perfection,  and  its  own  penalty  and  curse  fully  borne  ? 
Is  not  Christ  the  end  of  the  law  itself  for  righteousness,  to  every 
one  that  l;^lieveth  ?'  How  then  can  there  be  any  condemnation 
to  Christ's  brethren,  which  are  in  Christ  Jesus  ?*  There  is  the 
cross  of  Christ — and  there  is  Christ  himself,  at  the  right  hand  of 
the  majesty  on  high,  in  our  nature,  exalted  to  be  a  prince  and  a 
Saviour,  to  give  repentance  to  Israel  and  the  forgiveness  of  sins.* 
Let  sin,  and  the  law,  and  death,  and  hell,  bring  something 
against  his  ability  to  save — something  against  his  willingness  to 
save:  or  let  them  be  dumb  when  God  would  justify  us  for 
Christ's  sake.  Do  they  admit  Jesus  and  the  resurrection  ?  Then, 
the  law,  which  is  the  strength  of  sin,  and  sin,  which  is  the  sting 
of  death,  and  the  Devil,  who  has  the  power  of  death,  ought  all 
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to  know,  that  God  has  given  us  the  victoiy  through  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ'  For  was  he  not  dechired  to  be  the  Son  of  God 
with  power,  according  to  the  Spirit  of  holiness,  by  the  resurrec- 
tion from  the  dead  ?*  And  is  it  not  positively  certain,  and  so 
plainly  declared,  that  unless  his  sacrifice  of  himself  for  us  had 
been  accepted  of  God,  he  never  would  have  risen  from  th^  dead  ? 
And  so  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  is  an  incontestable  proof  that  he 
was  delivered  for  our  offences,  and  that  we  are  justified  through 
his  blood  1' 

3.  It  is  impossible  for  us  to  exaggerate  the  greatness,  and  the 
completeness  of  that  which  Christ  does  for  us,  with  reference  to 
our  Justification,  and  to  what  is  involved  therein.  In  the  very 
act  of  his  incarnation,  and  the  manner  thereof,  he  laid  the  only 
foundation  that  could  be  laid,  whereby  the  original  depravity  of 
the  elect  might  be  healed,  and  their  want  of  original  righteous- 
ness might  be  supplied.  For  being  conceived  by  the  Holy  Ghost 
in  the  womb  of  a  virgin,  he  was  himself  absolutely  pure,  and  re- 
plenished without  measure  with  original  righteousness :  over- 
whelming facts,  whose  force  we  habitually  overlook.  And  his 
person  being  thus  constituted  Immauuel,  and  his  work  as  Me- 
diator of  that  covenant  in  which  he  was  the  surety  of  the  elect 
being  fully  entered  upon  ;  in  all  his  offices  of  Prophet,  Priest, 
and  King,  and  in  both  his  estates  of  humiliation  and  exaltation ; 
but  most  especially  in  every  part  of  his  priestly  office,  and  in  his 
estate  of  Humiliation  ;  he  performed,  point  by  point,  every  thing 
requisite  to  bring  around  the  precise  and  glorious  result,  that 
God  might  be  just,  and  the  justifier  of  him  that  believeth  in 
Jesus,  whom  God  hath  set  forth  to  be  a  pro2)itiation  through  faith 
in  his  blood/  Emptying  himself,  and  humbling  himself,  he  has 
in  our  nature  and  in  our  stead,  satisfied  divine  justice  and  every 
requirement  of  the  law  of  God,  by  his  perfect  obedience,  and  by 
enduring  the  curse  and  penalty  of  that  law,  by  the  sacrifice  of 
himself,  and  by  the  manner  thereof:  in  all  things,  by  the  infi- 
nite dignity  of  his  person,  giving  infinite  value  to  his  work.  He 
has  abolished  death,  and  brought  life  and  immortality  to  light, 
by  the  Gospel :  he  has  cast  out  the  prince  of  this  world,  that  is 
Satan — leading  captivity  captive,  and  openly  triumphing  over 
him  :  and  he  is  now  seated  at  the  right  hand  of  the  majesty  on 

*  1  Cor.,  XV.  56,  67.  •  Rom.,  i  4. 

■  Rom.,  iv.  25 ;  1  CJor^  xv.  17  ;  1  Petor,  L  21.  *  Rom^  iiu  26,  26. 
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higli — whence  he  will  come  to  jadge  the  world  in  righteousness, 
and  to  give  to  his  saints  the  kingdom  prepared  for  them  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world  ! 

4.  Supposing  God  to  have  any  elect — supposing  them  to  be 
united  with  Christ  by  Faith  in  his  name — supposing  them  to  be 
BO  -closely  united  with  him  as  to  be  his  body* — nay,  to  be  one 
Spirit  with  him  :'  how  is  it  conceivable  that  in  such  a  state  of 
case,  God  will  not  openly  declare  their  sins  to  be  all  blotted  out 
— their  persons  and  their  services  to  be  acceptable  to  him  ?  And 
who  could  object  when  he  even  declares  them  to  be  sons,  heirs 
of  God,  and  joint  heirs  with  Jesus  Christ  ?  The  Father,  who  is 
in  Christ  Jesus  reconciling  the  world  unto  himself-— not  imputing 
their  trespasses  unto  them — ^will  he  not  believe  the  testimony  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  who  has  himself  renewed  these  elect  souls  ? 
Will  he  reject  the  plea  of  his  eternal  Son,  who  has  taken  their 
nature,  and  who,  besides  being  the  surety  and  the  Bedeemer,  is 
the  Advocate  of  these  elect  souls — the  veiy  souls  whom  the 
Father  loved  with  a  love  so  special,  that  he  spared  not  that  very 
Son,  but  freely  delivered  him  up  for  them  ?  Surely  if  the  Church 
of  the  living  Gt)d  is  ever  warranted  in  asserting  with  unanimous 
consent  any  truth  under  heaven,  it  is  warranted  in  teaching  all 
its  children  to  say,  I  bdieve  in  the  forgiveness  of  sins  ?  Surely 
that  Church  knows,  thai  no  duty  was  ever  more  solemnly  enjoined 
on  it  by  Christ,  than  that  repentance  and  remission  of  sins 
through  his  blood,  should  be  preached  in  his  name,  among  all 

nations.' 

« 

5.  Still,  however,  we  are  warned  by  God  that  he  must  not 
only  be  just  when  he  justifies  even  those  who  believe  in  Jesus ; 
but  there  must  be  an  open  declaration  of  the  divine  righteous- 
ness therein.*  We  are  to  set  it  down  as  absolutely  certain,  that 
so  far  from  being  saved  in  sin,  we  cannot  be  saved  at  all  without 
possessing  a  righteousness  which  will  satisfy  the  perfect  law  of 
an  infinitely  holy  God.  The  immaculate  truth,  the  adorable 
justice,  the  infinite  rectitude — ^nay,  the  very  nature  of  God,  and 
of  man  also,  renders  the  salvation  of  a  sinner  impossible  on  any 
other  condition.  What  do  we  gain,  then,  by  covering  and  deny- 
ing the  guilt  of  sin,  thereby  striving  to  make  an  inadequate 
righteousness  suffice  ?    Let  every  mouth  be  stopped,  and  all  the 

I  1  CJor^  xiL  13-27.  •  1  Cor.,  vL  17. 
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world  become  guilty  before  God :  for  by  the  deeds  of  the  law 
shall  no  flesh  be  justified  in  his  sight :  for  by  the  law  is  the 
knowledge  of  sin :  and  all  have  sinneil,  and  come  short  of  the 
glory  of  God.'  Nor  does  human  experience  make  any  thing 
more  certain,  nor  the  word  of  God  more  distinctly  declare  any 
thing,  than  that  the  natural  depravity  of  all  men  is  far  more 
dreadful  than  they  habitually  suppose,  and  that  when  left  to 
work  itself  out  freely,  its  fruits  are  wholly  abominable.' 

6.  But  in  the  justification  of  a  renewed  sinner  through  fiiith 
in  Jesus  Christ,  the  righteousness  of  God  is  most  conspicuously 
set  forth  :  for  the  very  ground  of  God's  sentence  justifying  him 
is  a  righteousness  bestowed  upon  him,  on  account  of  his  union 
with  Christ,  which  is  not  only  perfect,  but  divine  :  a  righteous- 
ness, as  will  be  shown  immediately — which  is  made  ours,  not  by 
deeds  of  righteousness  which  we  have  done,  but  by  the  grace  of 
Otodj  through  the  Redemption  that  is  in  Christ  Jesus.  For  QoA 
makes  his  righteousness  in  the  remission  of  sins,  as  palpable  to 
the  universe,  as  his  grace  is,  by  delivering  up  his  only  begotten 
Son  to  be  a  sacrifice  in  the  place  of  those  whose  sins  he  remit&' 
And  that  for  which  Gt)d  thus  delivered  up  his  Son,  was  our  Re- 
demption :*  it  was  a  propitiation  for  us,  and  for  remission  of  sins 
unto  us :'  was  unto  God's  justification  of  us :  and  to  give  us 
such  a  victory  over  bin,  that  to  all  eterhity  nothing  should  be 
able  to  separate  us  from  the  love  of  God  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus 
our  Lord.'  And  by  means  of  this  work  of  Christ  we  ourselves 
arc  made  partakers  of  the  righteousness  of  G(xl  :^  and  are  in- 
vested with  that  divine  righteousness  :^  and  are  not  only  free 
from  condemnation,  but  even  the  law  itself  acknowledges  that  its 
righteousness  is  fulfilled  in  us.^  This  di>nine  righteousness  be- 
comes ours  through  faith  in  Christ  crucified,  and  is  the  portion 
of  all  them  that  believe :  for  there  is  no  difference.'*  For  by 
faiih  we  are  in  Christ  Jetsus  :  and  being  in  him  we  are  justified 
freely  by  his  grace,  through  the  Redemption  that  is  in  Christ 
Jesus.'^  In  whom  also,  after  that  we  believed,  we  were  sealed 
with  the  Holy  Spirit  of  promise." 

»  Rom.,  Hi.  19,  20,  23.  »  Rom^  L  21-32 ;  iL  9-18. 

■  Rom.,  uL  21,  25 ;  viii.  32.  *  Rom.,  iil  24  »  Rom.,  iiL  25. 
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7.  In  the  jastification  of  sinners,  the  question  of  their  union 
with  Christ  is  a  foregone  matter,  which,  if  it  were  disputable, 
would  render  all  access  to  God  for  that  purpose  impossible^  Nor 
IB  there  any  question  about  the  sufficiency  of  their  own  works  as 
any  part  of  the  ground  of  their  Justification — ^for  that  question 
lies  even  deeper  against  them  than  the  other :  the  very  concep- 
tion of  salvation,  and  a  Saviour,  involving  the  conception  of  our 
guilt,  and  the  gratuitousness  of  our  whole  deliverance.  For  even 
supposing  we  could  do  any  thing  to  mitigate  the  severe  justice 
of  our  condemnation,  or  to  exculpate  ourselves  wholly  from  a 
large  part  of  it,  all  of  which  is  absurd :  still,  so  much  condemna- 
tion as  was  left,  must  be  fatal  to  us,  or  it  must  be  remitted  by 
the  grace  of  God  :  and  then  even  if  no  condemnation  remained, 
the  question  of  our  title  to  eternal  life,  would  be  left  just  where 
it  would  have  been  if  there  had  never  been  any  Saviour :  for  it  is 
one  thing  to  allow  us  to  escape  hell,  and  quite  another  thing  to 
give  us  a  crown  of  glory.  The  question  is  never  between  merit 
and  grace  :  it  is  always,  as  to  us,  between  grace  and  works.  As 
to  any  merit  in  our  works,  even  the  infinite  grace  of  God  cannot 
allow  us  to  proceed  upon  a  supposition,  which  God  cannot  admit 
without  doing  violence  to  his  whole  nature  and  character.  As 
to  the  merits  of  Christ,  they  are  infinite  ;  and  as  soon  as  they  are 
brought  to  view,  the  grace  of  Gtod  has  boundless  room  for  exercise, 
and  then  both  the  Spirit  and  the  Bride  may  say,  Whosoever 
will — lot  him  come.*  The  moment  we  deny  that  Faith  in  Christ 
cracified  is  the  indispensable  condition  of  our  Justification  by 
Qod,  we  subvert  the  whole  plan  of  salvation,  render  the  blood 
of  Christ  nugatory,  and  make  our  pardon  and  our  title  to  eternal 
life  irrespective  of  any  new  creation.  But  the  moment  we  admit 
that  Faith  in  Christ  crucified  is  the  indispensable  condition  of 
oar  Justification,  we  admit  also  our  new  creation  :  for  Faith  in 
Christ  is  a  grace  of  the  Spirit,  and  its  exercise  is  tf  vital  act  of 
tbc  renewed  soul.  And  then  it  immediately  follows,  that  as  soon 
as  our  justification  is  thus  connected  with  the  redemption  that  is 
iu  Christ  Jesus,  it  is,  on  the  part  of  G^d,  absolutely  gracious, 
and  as  to  us  perfectly  free,  that  is,  exclusive  of  any  merit  in  us.* 
So  dear  is  this,  that  God  tells  us,  that  no  promise  of  his  that  is 
gracious  is  capable  of  being  received  by  us,  except  through  faith: 
and  the  blessedness  of  those  to  whom  God  will  not  impute  sin,  is . 

'  Rot.,  zziL  17.  *  Bom.,  liL  24. 
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therefore  of  Faith,  that  it  might  be  of  grace.'  And  to  make  the 
case  complete,  we  are  told,  and  are  told  at  the  same  time  that  it 
oughf  to  put  an  end  to  all  boasting;  that  we  are  not  saved  by  oar 
works,  but  that  we  are  saved  by  the  grace  of  God,  throagh  fiiith; 
and  that  even  this  is  not  of  ourselves,  for  the  faith  itself  is  the 
gift  of  God.' 

8.  The  complete  righteousness,  therefore,  on  account  of  which 
God  justifies  us  graciously,  freely,  and  justly,  is  not  the  right- 
eousness of  our  works,  that  is,  the  righteousness  of  the  law ;  nor 
is  it  any  righteousness  of  our  own  of  any  sort  whatever — except 
as  it  becomes  ours  by  being  imputed  to  us  by  God,  and  re- 
ceived by  Faith,  as  we  shall  see  presently  ;  bnt  it  is  wholly  and 
really  the  perfect  righteousness  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  which 
is  made  ours  through  the  faith  of  Christ,  the  righteousness  of 
Gh)d  which  is  by  Faith,  even  that  righteousness  unto  which  man 
believeth  with  the  heart !'  Yet  this  righteousness  is  so  imputed 
to  us  by  God  for  our  Justification,  and  is  so  received  by  us  through 
Faith  in  Christ,  that,  so  &r  from  making  the  law  of  Gk>d  void 
through  Faith,  which  indeed  would  be  a  &tal  objection,  we  estab- 
lish the  law  by  Faith.*  We  establish  it  by  our  fellowship  through 
Faith,  with  him  who  is  our  head  and  Lord,  and  who  alone — and 
we  in  him — ever  perfectly  obeyed  and  magnified  that  law  :  and 
who  then,  and  we  in  him,  endured  its  curse  and  penalty.  We 
establish  it  by  making  it,  in  all  its  fulness,  the  absolute  rule 
of  the  faith  and  obedience  of  our  renewed  souls.  We  es- 
tablish it,  in  that  it  was  itself  the  means  in  the  hands  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  who  is  the  author  alike  of  it  and  of  our  new  life, 
unto  all  the  grace  and  all  the  glory  of  which  we  can  partake  with 
Christ.  Nay,  it  is-  the  new  creature  alone,  that  either  desires  or  is 
able,  to  keep  the  law  of  God  :  and  it  is  only  when  in  Christ  Jesus 
he  is  delivered  from  all  condemnation,  and  walks  not  after  the 
flesh  but  after  the  Spirit,  that  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in 
Christ  Jesus  sets  him  free  from  the  law  of  sin  and  death.' 

III. — 1.  In  the  common  judgment  of  the  true  Church  of  God 
in  all  ages,  this  great  doctrine  of  gratuitous  Justification,  through 
faith,  on  account  of  the  imputed  righteousness  of  Christ,  is  not 
only  one  of  the  most  capital  and  distinguishing  points  of  the 
Christian  religion  ;  but  it  is  one  of  those  test  doctrines  which  so 

»  Rom.,  iv.  16.  •  Eph.,  il  8,  9.  •  PhiL,  iiL  8^  9;  Rom.,  x.  10. 
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involve,  implicitly  or  explicitly,  the  whole  system  to  which  they 
appertain,  that  whether  as  a  science  or  as  a  rule  of  life,  the  sys- 
tem is  absolntely  determinahle  by  them.  No  complete  and  sys- 
tematic expression  can  be  given  to  the  scriptural  conception 
which  Christians  signify  by  this  term,  without  furnishing  therein 
the  means  of  determining  the  faith  and  life  of  all  who  profess 
Christianity :  nor  can  a  precise  and  complete  definition  of  the 
term  itself  be  framed,  which  will  not  thoroughly  and  fundamen- 
tally involve  J;he  grand  truths  of  the  plan  of  salvation.  Under 
these  impressions,  and  as  the  result  of  all  I  have  advanced,  I  de- 
fine Justification  to  be  one  of  the  benefits  of  the  Covenant  of 
Bedemption,  being  a  most  gracious  act  of  Gk)d,  wherein  he  sets 
the  Elect  free  from  sin  and  death,  accepts  their  persons  and  ser- 
vices 86  righteous  in  his  sight,  and  declares  their  full  right  to 
eternal  life — all  and  solely  for  the  sake  of  the  righteousness  of 
Jesus  Christ,  the  Mediator  between  God  and  man,  which  is  im- 
puted to  them  by  Ghxl,  and  received  by  them  through  Faith  alone. 
1  will  briefly  explain  the  parts  of  this  definition  in  succession  ; 
avoiding,  as  far  as  possible,  the  repetition  of  what  I  have  already 
advanced. 

2.  I  will  not  enter  into  scholastic  discussions,  or  turn  aside 
from  the  pursuit  of  positive  truth,  for  any  speculation.  They 
yiha  need  or  desire  such  things — ^whose  importance  I  do  not  ques- 
tions-will find  them  in  abundance.  It  is  enough  to  say  that  in 
dioDfising  most  of  the  benefits  of  the  Covenant  of  Redemption, 
that  which  we  contemplate  in  ourselves,  is  their  influence  upon 
our  nature ;  while,  with  regard  to  Justification,  that  which  we 
contemplate  in  ourselves,  is  it«  effects  upon  our  relations— and 
these  relations  are  fundamentally  those  which  we  bear  to  Gkxi 
wnsidered  absolutely,  or  to  one  or  other  of  the  persons  of  the 
(^ead.  And  nothing  is  farther  from  my  intention  than  to 
^\  that  Otod  will  ever  approve  any  thing  sinful  either  in  our 
J^tnre  or  our  acts  ;  or  will  ever  say  or  do  any  thing  which  will 
^ply  that  we  have  not  been  sinners  exceedingly  in  his  sight,  or 
^  he  ever  looked  upon  sin  with  any  thing  but  abhorrence, 
Btill  it  is  not  any  inherent  righteousness  which  is  immediately 
coDadered  as  in  us,  in  our  Justification — which,  if  that  were  the 
^j  would  render  our  Justification  impossible  :  while,  never- 
*Wfi8a,  such  inherent  unrighteousness  as  appertains  to  us  in  our 
^^cgenerate  state,  puts  our  case  beyond  the  reach  of  further  en- 
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quiry,  and  therefore,  indirectly,  the  fact  of  our  renewal  by  thi 
Holy  Ghost  is  decisive.  But  the  specific  righteousnefis  imme 
diately  considered,  is,  as  to  ns,  au  outward  righteousoess,  of  whicl 
the  judge  and  the  law  take  cognizance.  There  is  no  objection 
therefore,  to  calling  the  proceeding  forensic,  in  accommodatioi 
to  our  weakness  ;  for  in  reality  what  God  does  in  our  Justifica- 
tion is  judicial — it  is  a  divine,  irreversible  sentence,  decreeinj 
pardon  and  eternal  life  to  the  believing  soul,  for  the  sake  of 
Christ  crucified. 

8.  I  have  proved,  in  various  places,  that  our  union  and  com- 
munion with  Christ,  result  from  the  application  to  us,  by  thi 
Holy  Ghost,  of  the  benefits  of  the  Covenant  of  Redemption : 
that  the  whole  work  of  God  iu  our  Effectual  Calling  is  designed 
to  put  us  in  possession  of  the  grace  and  the  glory  resulting  undei 
that  covenant,  from  that  union  and  communion  with  Christ :  and 
that  regeneration  is  odo  of  the  chief  of  those  benefits,  and  di- 
rectly involved  in  our  Effectual  Calling.  It  follows  too  clcarlj 
to  need  a  detailed  proof,  that  if  by  our  communion  with  Christ, 
we  participate  in  the  benefits  of  that  covenant,  and  are  justified 
for  bis  Bake,  then  that  justification  is  a  benefit  of  that  covenant: 
which  follows  in  like  manner  from  the  nature  of  our  Effectual 
Calling — and  its  connection  with  Christ  and  the  covenant  on  one 
side,  and  with  Justification  on  the  other  side  :  and  which  follows 
again,  on  like  grounds,  with  reference  to  regeneration.  Being  a 
benefit  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace,  it  is  obliged  to  bo,  in  its  own 
nature,  essentially  gracious.  But  since  those  whom  God  pre- 
destinated to  be  conformed  to  the  image  of  his  Son,  them  he 
also  called  ;  and  whom  he  called,  them  he  also  justified  ;  and 
whom  he  justified,  them  ho  also  glorified  :*  it  is  apparent  that 
Regeneration,  Justification,  and  Glorification — are  indissolubly 
united  to  each  other — and  that  all  appertain  by  the  Covenant  of 
Redemption,  to  all  who  are  conformed  to  the  Lord  Jesus — that 
is  to  the  elect.  Nor  is  it  possible  to  see  how  God  could  contem- 
plate a  sinner  as  justified,  without  contemplating  him  as  Efiect- 
ually  Called,  and  Regenerate  ;  nor  to  see  how  he  could  annul 
his  sentence  of  Justification,  without  annulling  every  thing  baok 
to  his  eternal  covenant,  and  then  annulling  it. 

4.  That  which  God  docs  in  our  Justification,  is  a  most  gra- 
cious act  on  his  part.     It  is  an  act  performed  towards  us  and 

1  Rom.,  viii.  30. 
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oonceming  us  by  Gk)d,  not  a  work  wroaght  in  us  by  God  :  and 
on  tbe  otber  band  it  is  xeally  a  divine  act^  as  distinguished  from 
a  divine  statement,  persuasion,  influence,  or  any  thing  of  the 
aort  I,  even  I,  saith  Grod,  am  he  that  blotteth  out  thy  trans- 
gnanons  for  mine  own  sake,  and  will  not  remember  thy  sins  ;  I 
have  blotted  out,  as  a  thick  cloud,  thy  transgressions,  and  as  a 
cloud  thy  sins :  return  unto  me ;  for  I  have  redeemed  thee. 
Sing,  O  ye  heavens,  for  the  Lord  hath  done  it.'  And  from  tliis 
act  flows  every  blessing  to  us,  which  follows  it  in  the  definition  I 
have  given.  As  between  the  Father  and  the  Son,  this  act  of 
Qod  towards  as,  is  not  gracious  :  for  the  Son  had  paid  for  us  the 
deepest  price  this  world  ever  heard  of,  namely,  his  most  precious 
blood.  But,  as  between  God  and  our  souls,  it  is  infinitely  gra- 
cious, alike  in  itself,  in  all  that  led  to  it,  and  in  all  that  flows 
from  it.  For  God  himself  first  provided  his  only  begotten  Son 
as  our  surety,  then  for  our  sakcs  sjiared  him  not,  but  imputed 
cor  sins  to  him,  then  accepted  his  satisfaction  in  place  of  our 
deatruction,  then  imputed  to  us  for  our  Justification  that  right- 
eousness of  his  Son,  thus  wrought  out,  requiring  of  us  nothing 
bat  that  we  accept  by  Faith  in  his  Son,  the  righteousness  so  im- 
puted to  us,  and  crowning  all  by  himself  giving  us  the  Faith.' 
Let  us  add  to  this,  the  fact  of  our  own  utter  worthlessness  and 
vileness,  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  the  conception,  as  far  as  we 
can  form  it  truly,  of  the  height  of  glory  and  felicity  to  which 
Gh)d  will  bring  us ;  and  then  deny,  if  we  can,  the  grace  of  God 
in  our  Justification  1 

5.  It  is  in  this  gracious  act,  and  at  the  moment  of  this  union 
with  Christ,  that  the  elect  are  set  free.  This  truth  I  have  ex- 
plained in  detail  in  its  objective  aspect,  in  the  Thirty-Third 
Chapter  of  the  First  Part  of  Theology.  We  now  see  i)reci8ely 
its  subjective  position  and  force.  Set  free  by  our  new  crcaiion, 
from  the  dominion,  and  pollution,  and  power  of  Satan,  and 
sin,  and  death  ;  we  are  set  free  from  their  condemnation,  and 
punishment,  and  terror  in  our  Justification :  restored  to  the 
image  of  Ghxl,  we  are  also  restored  also  to  his  favour.  This  is  the 
personal,  practical  result,  in  each  individual  case.  The  sentence 
of  God  pronounced  on  Satan  at  the  fall  of  man,  was  a  general 
deliverance  of  the  mystical  body  of  Christ :  the  sentence  of  the 
Father,  pronounced  at  the  resurrection  of  Christ,  was  a  procla- 
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mation  that  full  satisfaction  had  been  made  and  accepted  foi 
eveiy  one  whoso  general  deliverance  had  been  proclaimed  from 
the  beginning  :  his  sentence  pronounced  at  the  moment  of  the 
union  with  Christ  of  each  member  of  that  mystical  body,  is  the 
individual  deliverance  of  each  one  of  them :  and  the  sentence 
pronounced  by  the  Son  in  the  great  day,  is  the  personal  glorifi- 
cation of  each  one :  and  then  the  kingdom  is  delivered  up,  on  the 
Lamb's  Book  of  Life  I  It  is  the  third  sentence — even  our  per- 
sonal Justification,  which  now  immediately  concerns  us.  Ad- 
judged to  be  delivered  from  the  condemnation,  and  from  the 
domioion  of  sin — though  destitute  of  any  proper  righteousness 
inherently  our  own — there  is  ground  enough  in  him  who  is  our 
head  and  Lord,  to  support  the  sentence/  The  sacrifice  of  Christ 
is  sufficient  to  justify  the  deliverance  of  all  who  are  united  to 
him^  from  all  obnoxiousncss  even  to  eternal  death,  much  more 
to  any  lighter  punishment  for  sin.  Renewed  by  the  Holy  Ghost, 
their  original  pollution  may  righteously  be  pardoned,  and  they 
may  be  presented  as  unpollutetl  before  God,  on  account  of  the 
immaculate  purity  of  Christ's  human  nature,  and  the  infinite 
worth  imparted  to  it,  in  his  person.  And  the  perfect  obedience 
of  the  whole  life  of  Christ,  is  ground  enough  on  which  to  decree 
to  all  who  have  communion  with  him,  a  i)articipation  in  his  ete^ 
nal  life.  Not  only,  therefore,  are  our  sins  pajdoncd,  but  as  I  have 
defined,  our  pei*sons  and  our  services  are  declared  to  be  accepted 
by  God,  and  we  ourselves  are  decreed  to  be  entitled,  through 
Jesus  Christ,  to  an  eternal  participation  in  God's  Love  and 
Glory.*  As  to  tlie  work  of  Sanctification  which  follows  Justifi- 
cation, and  the  work  of  liegeneration,  which  in  the  order  of 
thought  precedes  it,  and  which  is  necessarily  taken  for  granted 
in  it,  all  that  is  asserted  of  cither  herein,  is  incidental :  but  nev- 
crtli^less,  both  arc  so  involved  in  the  case,  that  unless  they  are 
taken  for  granted,  the  case  breaks  down  of  itself,  at  each  suc- 
cessive step.  The  sentence  of  God,  that,  for  Christ's  sake,  we 
are  accepted  of  him — and  that,  for  Christ's  sake,  we  are  entitled 
to  eternal  ifc  ;  is  not  only  distinguishable,  but  is  obliged  to  be 
distinguished,  from  the  work  of  God  uniting  us  to  Christ,  and 
the  work  of  GckI  fitting  us  for  eternal  life.  But  the  act  of  God 
in  one  part  of  the  case,  cannot  be  explicated  out  of  its  insepa- 
rable coimection  with  the  woik  of  God  in  the  other  parts  of  the 

»  Phil.,  iiL  9.  •  Rom.,  viil  28-39;  1  Cor.,  l  2G-30;  Phil.,  iiL  8-12,  20  21. 
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case,  becauBe,  in  point  of  fact,  it  cannot  be  truly  explicated  as 
oocnrring  in  a  way  in  which  it  did  not  occur  at  all.  In  full  view 
and  perfect  knowledge  of  the  whole  case,  from  beginning  to  end, 
in  all  its  parts,  and  all  its  relations ;  the  well-considered,  final, 
and  irreyersible  sentence  of  God  the  Father  is,  that  this  elect 
sinner  being  found  united  to  Christ  by  Faith,  is,  for  Christ's 
sake,  entitled  under  the  Covenant  of  Bedemption  to  pardon,  ac- 
ceptance, and  eternal  life.  And  it  is  so  decreed  :  and  in  its  form 
and  in  its  substance,  this  is  Justification  through  Faith. 

6.  The  matter  of  our  Justification,  that  is,  the  meritorious 
canse  of  it,  is  the  righteousness  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  And 
this  has  been  so  often  pointed  out,  and  so  variously  proved,  that 
I  content  myself  with  merely  adding  here  somewhat  in  addition, 
withoat  repeating  what  has  already  been  shown.  That  right- 
eonaness  of  Christ,  which  is  the  meritorious  cause  of  our  Justifi- 
cation, is  not  the  essential,  eternal,  incommunicable  righteousness 
of  his  essence,  considered  as  he  is  merely  God  :  for  that  is  one  of 
the  attributes  of  the  Godhead.  But  the  righteousness  of  which 
ire  are  made  partakers,  is  the  righteousness  of  his  person  consid- 
ered as  made  up  of  the  divine  nature  united  to  the  human  in  its 
mnlesB  state.^  The  righteousness  of  the  perfect  obedience  of 
this  person,  Christ,  thus  constituted,  to  the  whole  law  of  God  :* 
and  the  righteousness  of  the  perfect  satisfaction  rendered  by 
him  to  divine  justice  :'  the  whole  of  which  was  done  and  suf- 
fered for  us  in  our  nature  and  in  our  stead.*  Here  is  righteous- 
ness, answerable  to  our  natural  unrighteousness  ;  answerable  to 
our  unrighteousness  towards  the  precepts  of  the  law,  broken 
continually  by  us ;  and  answerable  to  our  unrighteousness  to- 
wards the  penalty  and  curse  of  the  Jaw,  both  of  which,  as  trans- 
gressors, we  underlie.  It  will  be  observed  how  completely  all 
this  depends  on  the  Person  of  the  Saviour  as  Immauucl ;  upon 
his  office  as  Mediator  between  God  and  men,  and  especially  upon 
the  priestly  work  thereof ;  and  upon  the  covenant  of  which  ho 
was  the  Mediator.  Now  the  point  is  to  possess  ourselves  of  this 
righteousness  of  Christ.  There  are  two  aspects  in  which  this  is 
possible — ^is  real.  In  one  aspect,  a  righteousness  like  that  of 
Christ  is  wrought  in  us — nay,  we  are  made  partakers  of  his 
nature  and  his  life.  This  is  the  product  of  Efiectual  Culling, 
Regeneration,  Sanctification,  and  Glorification.     In  the  other 

i  Heb.,  TiL  26.  •  Matt,  iiL  15.  '1  Peter,  il  24.  <  2  Cor.,  v.  14-21. 


1T4  THl    KNOWLEDOK    OF    QOD.  [bOOK  IL 

aspect,  the  very  righteousnesB  of  Christ  himself  is  set  over  to  onr 
account  by  God,  as  if  we  had  actually  wrought  it  oat  ourselves 
in  every  particular.  It  is  imputed  by  God  to  his  elect,  through 
sovereign  grace  ;  it  was  brought  in  and  wrought  out,  by  Christ, 
as  their  covcnaut  head,  for  them :  it  was  so  stipulated  in  the 
Covenant  of  Redemption,  and  it  is  practically  and  exactly  so 
done.  Because  it  is,  the  elect  are,  for  Christ's  sake,  and  because 
Christ  l)0cnme  incarnate  for  them,  obeyed  for  them,  died  for 
them,  and  rose  again  for  them  ;  regenerated  and  sanctified  by 
the  Holy  Ghost,  being  by  him  and  through  his  work,  made  both 
willing  and  able,  both  fit  and  inch'ned,  for  participation  with 
Christ  in  grace  and  in  glory.  Now  the  first  and  most  constant 
expression  on  their  part,  of  the  reality  of  these  things  in  them,  is 
Faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  of  which  more  will  be  said  imme- 
diately. But  upon  the  instant  of  their  vital  union  with  Christ 
being  manifested  by  faith  in  him  ;  then  they  are  competent  to 
receive  by  faith  this  righteousness  of  Christ  as  the  ground  of 
their  Justification  before  God ;  and  then  God  most  graciously, 
most  freely,  most  justly,  most  righteously,  imputes  that  right- 
eousness to  them.  They,  by  faith,  accept  it,  receive  it,  rely  on 
it,  trust  to  it.  That  righteousness,  thus  imputed,  thus  received, 
is  the  sole  ground  of  the  justification  of  sinners,  revealed  by  God 
to  man.'  Upon  the  data  stated  in  the  Scriptures,  it  is  not  con- 
ceivable that  the  Justification  should  fail  to  occur,  or  fail  of  its 
effects.  Upon  any  other  data  ever  yet  stated  or  conceivable  by 
man,  it  is  apparently  demonstrable  that  it  could  not  occur — and 
that  the  alleged  effects  could  not  follow.  It  seems  to  me,  that 
when  we  have  reached  the  highest  form  of  scientific  truth,  and 
find  our  conclusions  accord  with  an  overwhelming  experience,  and 
conform  to  the  whole  sum  of  divine  testimony  ;  we  have  obtained 
a  result  on  which  we  may  calmly  repose,  even  when  the  hazard 
is  the  soul  itself 

7.  When  we  say  that  the  righteousness  of  Christ  imputed  to 
us  by  God  is  received  by  us,  we  necessarily  imply  that  something 
is  done  by  us  responsive  to  the  sovereign  and  gracious  act  of  Qod; 
we  receive  and  rely  upon  the  divine  righteousness  thus  imputed 
to  us  ;  we  accept  the  divine  sentence  which  justifies  us  for  the 
sake  of  that  righteousness.  When  we  add  that  it  is  by/attt 
alone  that  we  receive  the  righteousness  of  Christ  imputed  to  ua 
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by  Grod,  we  necessarily  imply  that  what  is  done  by  us  responsive 
to  the  sovereign  and  gracioas  act  of  God,  is  the  act  of  a  renewed 
■oal ;  because  nothing  is  more  certain  than  that  faith  is  one  of 
the  graces  of  the  Spirit,  and  that  its  exercise  by  us  is  the  first 
and  most  constant  proof  of  our  new  creation.  But  every  one  of 
these  is  a  decisive  fact;  and  the  whole  put  together  make  a  case, 
incapable  of  being  solved  except  in  the  way  which  the  definition 
I  have  framed  sums  up.  By  some  internal  spiritual  process  or 
other,  the  righteousness  of  Christ  must  be  received  by  us ;  or 
salvation  must  be  purely  physical,  purely  formal,  purely  of  force, 
purely  an  incantation,  or  something  of  some  sort  absolutely  non- 
spiritual — and  therefore  absolutely  nugatory  as  to  our  soul. 
Bat  there  is  no  conceivable  way,  intornal  and  spiritual,  by  which 
the  human  soul  can  receive  the  righteousness  of  Christ,  imputed 
to  it  by  Qt)d  ;  except  by  apprehending  it,  accepting  it,  resting  on 
it,  and  appropriating  it.  But  simply  and  exactly,  this  is  Justi- 
fying Faith.  Besides,  there  is  in  this  act  of  the  soul,  that  which 
die  soul  is  whoUy  incapable  of  doing  in  its  unrenewed  state ; 
and  that  whether  what  is  done  be  consideral  in  its  relation  to 
Gk>d,  or  to  the  Mediator,  or  to  divine  truth,  or  to  depraved  human 
nature.  For  as  long  as  it  is  with  the  heart  man  believe th  unto 
righteousness,  the  heart  remaining  in  its  desperate  wickedness, 
and  its  surpassing  deceitfulness,  neither  will  nor  can  so  believe  ; 
and  this  is  the  constant  testimony  of  God  and  of  tbe  human 
Boat  This  Justifying  Faith,  therefore,  is  the  immediate  and 
universal  proof  that  the  soul  is  united  to  Christ  by  a  new  birth; 
and  if  so,  there  is  but  this  alternative  possible,  namely,  that  tho 
righteousness  of  Christ,  to  which  every  renewed  soul  united  to 
him  has  a  gracious  but  an  indefeasible  title,  under  the  Covenant 
of  Bedemption,  sealed  with  the  blood  of  Christ,  must  be  imputed 
to  it ;  or  the  whole  fabric  of  scriptural  salvation  is  a  pure  illu- 
sion, which  vanishes  as  soon  as  the  first  earnest  soul  puts  it  to 
the  test.  Still  further,  it  is  apparent  that  nothing  in  the  act  of 
faith  itself,  receiving  the  imputed  righteousness  of  Christ,  or  in 
him  who  performs  that  act ;  is  any  part  of  the  righteousness  of 
Christ  thus  imputed :  wherefore  it  is  wholly  absurd  to  say,  that 
thoy,  or  either  of  them,  are  any  part  of  the  meritorious  cause  of 
that  Justification,  of  which  it  has  been  abundantly  proved  that 
the  imputed  righteousness  of  Christ  is  the  sole  meritorious  cause, 
either  actual  or  conceivable.     The  act  of  believing,  or  the  soul 
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that  believes,  may  or  may  not  be  meritorioas,  in  some  sense  or 
other :  it  is  merely  idle  to  move  that  enquiry  in  this  relation. 
For  justifying  Faith  is  the  mere  vital  evidence  of  onr  union  with 
Christ,  and  so  of  the  fitness,  for  Christ's  sake,  of  the  imputation 
of  bis  righteousness ;  the  mere  instrument  by  which  we  are 
united  to  Christ,  and  by  which,  in  consequence  of  our  union  and 
communion  with  Christ,  we  receive  this,  and  every  other  benefit 
of  the  Covenant  of  Bedemption.  And  so,  as  the  Apostle  Paul 
has  explaiucd  all  in  one  sentence,  Christ  crucified  is  unto  them 
which  are  called,  Christ  the  power  of  God^  and  the  wisdom 
of  God.* 

8.  No  aspect  of  the  spiritual  system  of  the  sacred  Scriptures 
is  more  striking  and  characteristic,  than  that  which  developes  their 
conception  and  statement  of  covenant,  of  Headship,  and  of  im- 
putation, of  which  I  have  now  spoken  so  much.  These  doctrines 
stand  or  fall  together ;  and  the  plan  of  salvation  is  simple  and 
precise,  if  we  will  accept  these  grand  and  controlling  ideas  of 
God,  in  the  manner  and  in  the  proportion  in  which  he  has  dif- 
fused tliem  through  all  other  revealed  truths.  If  any  thing  is 
indispensable  to  the  salvation  of  sinners,  surely  the  pardon  of 
their  sins  is  :  and  if  any  true  saying  of  God  is  worthy  of  all  ac- 
ceptation, surely  that  one  is,  which  declares  that  Christ  Jesus  tame 
into  the  world  to  save  sinners,  with  the  chief  of  whom  it  were  well 
if  we  could  feel  more  keenly  that  we  might  justly  class  ourselves. 
But,  how  a  sinner  can  be  panloned  and  saved  unless  his  sins 
were  imputed  to  Christ,  and  the  righteousness  of  Christ  imputed 
to  him  ;  the  Scriptures  do  not  tell  us,  nor  is  man  able  to  con- 
ceive. And  how  our  sins  could  be  imputed  to  Christ,  or  his 
righteousness  could  be  imputed  to  us,  unless  he  should  take  our 
nature,  and  take  our  place,  and  so  become  our  Federal  head,  in 
the  whole  matter  of  our  salvation  ;  none  ever  knew,  ever  dis- 
closed. And  that  one  of  the  three  Persons  of  the  Adorable 
Godhead,  should  become  incarnate  as  the  Federal  head  of  all 
saved  sinners,  and  as  the  Mediator  between  God  and  men,  should 
do  and  suffer,  what  Christ  has  done  and  suffered,  involving  at 
every  step  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  fate  of  God's  created  uni- 
verse, and  the  destiny  of  God's  rational  creatures ;  and  yet  so 
far  from  doing  this  by  covenant,  that  both  the  other  persons 
of  the  Godhead  should  be  idle  and  uuconcerned  8{)ectators  of 
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prodigies  so  awful  and  so  decisive^  is  hardly  less  insupportable^ 
than  the  escape  of  such  monstrous  suggestions,  by  the  perdition 
of  every  siuner  that  exists  !  Why  should  we  resort  to  such  fatal 
absardlties  ?  Why  need  we  seek  to  pervert  the  word  of  God  ? 
The  Covenant  of  Redemption,  the  Headship  of  the  Son  of  God, 
the  doctrine  of  Imputation — these  sublime  truths  with  which  the 
Scriptures  are  replenished,  reduce  the  whole  doctrine  of  Salva- 
tion, as  a  part  of  the  spiritual  system  of  the  universe,  to  a  form 
as  distinct  and  coherent  as  the  most  positive  truth  is  capable  of 
assuming.  And  in  this  form,  salvation,  become  a  sublime  science, 
is  only  purged  from  human  folly,  to  run  in  its  own  strength  its 
own  career.  To  all  penitent  and  all  believing  souls,  the  light, 
and  the  life,  and  the  joy,  and  the  peace  that  passeth  all  under- 
standing !  To  all  justified  souls,  the  outward  demonstration  of 
the  reality  and  the  completeness  of  their  Bedemption,  and  the 
inward  means  of  a  sweet  sense,  a  comforting  assurance,  an  un- 
shaken confidence,  that  their  sins  are  pardoned,  and  that  they 
shall  see  God's  face  in  peace  !  To  all  suffering  and  tried  souls, 
an  inexpressible  comfort,  founded  on  the  completeness  of  God's 
love,  and  of  the  proof  of  it,  that  he  is  not  punishing  but  is  purg- 
ing them  for  the  coming  glory,  and  that  all  things  work  to- 
gether for  their  good  I  To  all  doubting  and  troubled  souls,  a 
refuge  like  the  shadow  of  a  great  rock  in  a  weary  land — a  re- 
fireshmcnt  for  which  they  long  even  as  the  hart  panteth  for  the 
water  brooks  !  Let  all  the  waves  and  all  the  billows  go  over  us, 
and  let  deep  call  unto  deep  exulting  over  us  !  God  hath  depths 
still  more  awful  than  their  depths,  from  the  deepest  of  which 
this  voice  of  his  love  comes  to  us  ever  more — God  hath  the  water 
of  the  river  of  eternal  life,  clear  as  crystal,  proceeding  out  of  the 
thione  of  Gt)d  and  of  the  Lamb  1 
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ADOPTION:  ITS  GROUNDS^  NATURE,  AND  FRUTTa 

L  1.  Analogj  between  the  treatment  of  the  Divine  AttributeSi  and  the  Graces  of  Um 
Spirit. — 2.  Diversities  of  the  treatment  of  both  subjects:  and  the  Effect— 
3.  Treatment  of  the  latter  subject  by  the  Apostle  PauL-nL  His  method  adopted, 
and  applied. — IL  1.  Scriptural  account  of  our  Adoption,  as  Sons  of  God. — 2.  The 
Act  of  Adoption  is  hy  the  Father,  for  the  sake  and  up<»i  the  Designation  of 
Christ,  in  belialf  of  those  who  have  been  Regenerated  bj  the  Spirit,  and  Justified 
by  the  Father. — 3.  RclaUon  of  Adoption  both  to  the  outward  Acts  and  inward 
Work  of  God,  in  our  Salvation. — 1  Adoption  defined:  Portions  of  the  Definitian 
whicl)  have  been  explained  sufflcientlj :  Portions  which  require  fiirther  explaoft- 
tion. — III.  1.  By  Adoption  as  Sons  of  God  our  Relations  to  Sn  are  changed.^- 
2.  Our  Relations  to  the  Law  of  God  are  changed. — 3.  Our  Relations  to  all  Earthly 
Things,  and  to  God's  Providence  over  them  and  us,  are  changed.— 4.  The  Rela- 
tions of  our  inner  life  to  God  are  changed. — IV.  1.  Our  Heirship. — 2.  Heirs  of  all 
the  Promises. — 3.  Heirs  of  God  and  Joint  Heirs  with  Christ — 4.  As  such,  we 
have  an  indffoasible  Title  to  the  whole  world :  that  Is  to  the  Work  and  Glory  of 
God  as  Creator. — 5.  And  constitute  the  kingdom  of  God :  inheriting  the  Work 
and  Glory  of  God  us  Saviour. — 6.  And  God  has  given  himself  to  us,  as  our  Crown- 
ing Inheritinee. — V.  1.  Particular  Truths:  Proportiou  of  Faith :  Spirituallnsight 
— 2.  Tlie  Lot  of  each  Heir:  the  Crown  of  each:  the  Positive  Consideration  of 
the  New  Creature. — 3.  Illustrative  deduction :  career  of  each  saved  Soul. 

I. — 1.  When  wc  attempt  to  consider  the  perfections  of  God, 
it  is  necessary  for  us  to  bear  in  mind  continually,  that  it  is  one  and 
the  same  infinite  Spirit,  which  is  always  the  subject  of  our  medi- 
tations. It  is  our  own  weakness  which  obliges  us  to  contemplate 
that  glorious  being  in  various,  and  to  some  extent,  separate  as- 
pects, in  order  to  obtain  some  satisfying  knowledge  of  an  exist- 
ence which  wc  cannot  contain  in  one  view.  Something  analogous 
occurs  when  we  address  ourselves  to  the  consideration  of  the  life 
of  God  in  the  soul  of  man.  We  must  not  allow  ourselves  to  for- 
get that  the  New  Creature  is  the  same  and  the  single  object  of 
our  scrutiny,  no  matter  how  variously  we  may  contemplate  it,  or 
the  life  of  God  manifested  in  it,  or  upon  it,  or  by  it.  What  we 
endeavour  is,  to  get  more  perfect  knowledge  of  it,  and  of  Qod  in 
his  dealings  with  it,  by  means  of  all  the  aspects  under  which  we 
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BUf^essively  coDBider  it.  In  this  way  such  terms  as,  acts  of  God, 
works  of  God,  graces  of  the  Spirit,  gifts  of  God,  benefits  of  the 
covenant,  elect,  regenerate,  justified — and  multitudes  like  them, 
become  specific,  and  convey  precise  knowledge.  In  one  case  it  is 
God  himself  who  is  the  immediate  object  of  our  enquiry  ;  in  the 
other  case  it  is  the  New  Creature  ;  in  both  cases  the  distinct  and 
constant  impression  of  the  true  nature  of  our  pursuit,  will  prove 
of  the  highest  value  in  making  our  progress  at  once  clear  and 
sure. 

2.  If  it  had  happened  that  the  first  systematic  expositors  of 
divine  truth,  in  both  of  these  transcendent  departments  of  know- 
ledge, had  been  so  illuminated  of  God  that  a  perfect  conception 
of  the  subject,  a  perfect  method  of  treating  it,  and  a  perfect  or- 
der of  developing  it  and  classifying  its  results,  had  been  hit  upon 
—and  had  been  followed  by  all  subsequent  teachers  :  in  what  a 
diflkrent  posture  would  the  sublime  science  of  God,  and  the  exact 
uid  systematic  knowledge  of  it  by  men,  this  day  stand  !     Yet 
inch  a  beginning,  and  progress,  and  result,  would  have  been  ut- 
terly different  from  all  that  has  occurred  touching  all  knowledge : 
and  what  may  be  safely  pronounced  impossible  with  regard  to 
the  humblest  departments  of  knowledge,  is  preposterous  when 
demanded  concerning  a  knowledge  which  embraces,  on  one  hand 
the  incomprehensible  God,  and  on  the  other  the  depths  of  the 
human  soul — and  lying  between  the  two  all  their  boundless  rela- 
tiong  to  each  other.      Confining  myself  to  the  matter  imme- 
diately before  me,  and  to  the  illustration  of  it  in  the  preceding 
paragraph  ;  it  is  apparent  that  to  make  it  fundamental  that 
rither  the  knowledge  of  the  divine  perfections,  or  the  knowledge 
of  the  New  Creature,  should  be  perfect  on  our  part,  before  we 
cm  say  it  is  certain,  is  merely  absurd,  and  puts  an  end  at  once 
to  all  attempts  to  demonstmte,  to  develope,  and  to  classify,  what 
knowledge  is  really  attainable.     But  if  neither  of  these  know- 
Wges  is  perfect,  or  can  bo :  then  it  follows  that  all  who  en- 
deavour to  obtain  either  of  them,  or  to  distinguish,  and  to  impart 
^m,  are  liable,  even  while  they  essentially  agree  with  each 
other— to  differ  in  many  subordinate  parti(iulars,  or  even  to  reach 
the  same  result  by  divers  ways.     To  say  nothing  of  diversities  in 
gifts  aiid  attainments  of  those  who  devote  themselves  to  such 
^Qipts ;  the  infinite  compass  of  both  subjects  is  such,  that 
%  may,  from  different  points  of  view,  be  cast  into  systems 
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•dopting  different  distiiictioiw  and  a  diflerent  nomeoclatnre — and 
all  be  really  trae ;  or  into  eyBtems  developing,  one,  tome  partico- 
Ijir  portion,  and  another,  some  different  portion,  and  tlie  whole 
.4fc  ud  sapplement  each  other.  It  is  impoftsiUe  to  give  names 
9fpd  places,  in  any  hnman  system  intended  to  aid  men  in  the 
.  iniraoit  of  truth,  to  eveiy  thing  in  God  which  every  pions  heart 
JmowB  to  be  worthy  of  tove  and  praise — that  is  to  eveiy  known 
|ierfection  of  Gkni's  nature.  In  like  manner,  it  is  impossible  in 
any  such  system,  to  give  names  and  places  to  every  act  of  Ood 
tat  the  New  Creature,  and  every  work  of  Qoi  in  it,  and  every 
manifestation  of  the  life  of  Gk>d  by  the  New  Creature — that  is  to 
•vary  benefit  and  every  blessing  of  the  Covenant  of  Bedemption. 
Hot  is  this  a  reproach  to  the  truth — ^nor  even  a  hindrance  to  its  pur- 
loit  and  attainment.  It  is  only  a  great  lesson  to  us  to  have  charity 
tof  those  who  are  weaker  than  ourselves,  and  yet  not  to  follow  im- 
piieitly  after  those  who  are  stronger  than  ourselves,  but  to  follow 
Ohrist  only.  It  is  for  Gh>d's  truth — ^to  which  such  reflections 
oqght  to  drive  us  as  to  our  only  satisfying  resource— 4in  abiding 
proof  of  its  infinite  glory  and  fulness.  For  here  is  a  small  volume* 
which  any  superior  man  could  master  absolutely  in  a  few  months, 
if  it  were  the  product  of  merely  human  intelligence  ;  and  yet  the 
greatest  of  mankind  through  all  ages,  and  after  life-long  study 
of  it,  have  all  united  in  this  strange  testimony — the  wayfaring 
man,  though  he  were  a  fool,  need  not  err  concerning  the  great 
and  pervading  sense  of  this  book — ^but  its  depths  are  unfathom- 
able by  any  created  intelligence  I 

8.  These  observations  will  perhaps  appear  the  more  suitable 
in  this  place,  when  it  is  recollected  that  we  are  in  the  midst  of 
subjects  of  the  very  highest  importance — ^whose  treatment  has 
been  very  various,  even  by  such  as  hardly  differed  perceivably 
concerning  the  absolute  nature  of  the  subjects  themselves.  Which 
are  the  decisive  benefits  of  the  Covenant  of  Bedemption — those 
which  draw  after  them  and  involve  the  rest  ?  Which  do  the 
Scriptures  themselves  give  this  distinct  prominence  to— and  what 
names  do  they  affix  to  them  ?  How,  according  to  the  nature  of 
man,  and  the  laws  of  his  being  in  the  pursuit  of  truth — are  these 
grand  points  to  be  most  justly  and  truly  ordered  ?  It  is  here,  as 
I  have  already  explained,  that  our  weakness  manifesto  itself  in  a 
manner  analogous  to  the  manifestation  of  it,  when  the  attributes 
of  Qoi  are  to  be  treated  by  us.    I  have  sought,  upon  that  greatest 
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of  all  difficulties,  to  suggest  a  classification,  and  to  demonstrate 
the  foundations  of  it.  And  now  coming  upon  a  subordinate  but 
analogous  difficulty,  and  fully  sensible  of  its  extreme  importance 
in  many  aspects  of  practical  religion  as  well  as  systematic  truth ;  I 
have  preferred,  up  to  this  point,  to  rely  on  the  force  and  coherence 
of  the  truth  itself  for  the  vindication  of  the  particular  benefits  of 
the  Covenant  of  Redemption,  which  have  been  selected  for  special 
treatment ;  rather  than  to  discuss  the  question  separately.  The 
Apostle  Paul  has  given  us  a  precise  and  comprehensive  state- 
ment of  the  subject,  which  ought  to  be  taken  as  our  guide.  His 
statement  grounds  itself  upon  that  division  of  mankind  which  is 
perfectly  decisive — namely,  such  as  do,  and  such  as  do  not,  love 
Grod.  Now,  says  he,  all  who  love  God,  do  so  because  they  are 
the  called  according  to  his  purpose.  For  God  having,  from  eter- 
nity, a  perfect  knowledge  of  his  children  according  to  the  elec- 
tion of  grace,  predestinated  them  to  be  conformed  to  the  image 
of  his  Son.  Their  calling,  under  the  power  of  which  they  became 
lovers  of  God,  was  the  result  of  that  predestination  :  as  the  pre- 
destination was  the  result  of  God's  distinct,  personal,  eternal 
knowledge  of  his  own.^  The  result  of  that  calling  and  its  ante- 
cedents and  consequences,  was  their  justification.  And  the  result 
of  that  justification,  and  all  that  preceded,  was  their  glorification. 
And  the  end  of  all  is,  that  nothing  shall  ever  separate  them  from 
that  love  of  Gt)d  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord,  which  is  the  founda- 
tion, in  all  respects,  of  that  love  of  theirs  for  God  with  which 
the  Apostle's  statement  begaa'  It  seems  to  me  this,  while  it 
admits  not  of  being  gainsaid — ^is  at  once  decisive  and  sufficient. 
4.  It  is  this  divine  summary  which  I  have  carefully  followed — 
and  shall  follow  to  the  end.  That  to  which  the  elect  were  pre- 
destinated by  Gk)d,  was  that  they  should  be  conformed  to  the 
image  of  his  Son  ;  and  their  love  to  God  is  incontestable  proof 
that  they  have  been  thus  conformed.'  The  Scriptures  abundantly 
teach  us  that  this  conformity  is  the  result  of  the  work  of  the 
'  Holy  Ghost :  that  this  work  of  the  Spirit  is  a  benefit  of  the 
Covenant  of  Grace  ;  and  that  this  love  of  the  elect  for  God  is  a 
grace  of  the  Spirit.  I  have  therefore  commenced  this  Book,  and 
this  immediate  question  of  the  life  of  God  in  the  soul,  with  the 
demonstration  of  our  union  and  communion  with  Christ,  by  means 
of  the  application  to  us  of  the  benefits  of  the  Covenant  of  Re- 

"  2  Tim,  iL  19.  •  Bo^^  viiL  28-39.  »  1  John,  iv.  6-10. 
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dmption  by  the  Holy  Ghott  In  the  second  plmoe,  I  hare  dis- 
awied  that  diTine  calling  of  God,  which  the  Apostle  declares  to 
ki  an  infallible  resnlt  in  the  case  of  eveiy  one  predestinated  to 
be  conformed  to  the  image  of  Christ ;  in  which  that  nnion  and 
commnnion  with  Ohrist,  before  spoken  of,  is  oonsnmmated. 
Now  that  commnnion  with  Christ  is  a  participation  with  him,  in 
•n  the  benefits  of  the  Covenant  of  Bedemption,  seemed  by  him 
i>r  the  elect,  that  is,  in  all  the  grace  and  all  the  gbry  of  the 
Bsdeeroer.  And  this  communion  with  him  is  founded  on  die 
4oable  participation  of  a  common  life  between  Christ  and  the 
WieTer:  first,  by  Christ  taking  the  nature  of  man,  and  seo- 
ondly,  by  the  new  creation  of  man  by  the  Holy  Ohost :  and 
Una  New  Birth  of  the  human  soul  is  the  most  decisive  mat- 
te to  us,  in  our  calliog  of  God.  I  have,  therefi)re,  in  the 
tlnid  place,  demonstrated  this  great  reality  of  Begeneimtion. 
Aaoiher  fruit  of  oar  divine  calling  asserted  by  the  Apostle,  is 
oar  Justification,  which  is  explicated  in  the  chapter  immediately 
preceding  this.  What  is  demonstrated  thas  fiu:  then  is,  our 
Union  and  Communion  with  Christ,  our  Efiectual  Calling  of 
God,  and,  as  the  result  of  both,  our  Bpgenemtion,  and  our  Justi- 
floation.  But  besides  being  bom  again,  and  besides  being  par- 
doned and  decreed  to  be  entitled  to  eternal  life  for  Christ'H  sake; 
there  are  unsearchable  ridhes  of  that  grace  whereof  we  are  made 
partakers  through  our  fellowship  with  Christ  our  Saviour ;  one 
of  the  most  piecions  and  immense  portions  of  which  follows,  in 
a  manner,  immediately  on  our  Justification,  as  that  does  on  our 
Begeneration.  This  is  summarily  expressed  by  the  term  Adop- 
ttofi,  whose  precise  place  and  signification  in  the  oeconomy  of 
salvation  subjectively  considered,  is  thus  ascertained  ;  and  whose 
ground,  nature,  and  fruits,  will  now  be  briefly  explained. 

II. — 1.  When  the  fulness  of  the  time  was  come,  says  the 
Apostle  Paul,  treating  this 'subject  expressly,  Gbd  sent  forth  his 
Bon,  made  of  woman,  made  under  the  law.  to  redeem  them  that 
were  under  the  law,  that  we  might  receive  the  adoption  of  sons. 
And  because  ye  are  sons,  Ghxl  hath  sent  forth  the  Spirit  of  his 
Bon  into  your  hearts,  crying,  Abba,  Father.  Wherefore,  thou  art 
no  more  a  servant,  but  a  son  ;  and  if  a  son,  then  an  heir  of  Qod 
through  Christ.'  Undoubtedly  one  part  of  the  object  of  the 
Apostle  in  the  passage  from  which  this  statement  is  taken,  was 
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to  explain  the  great  superiority  of  the  condition  of  believers  ander 
the  Gospel  Church  state,  to  their  condition  under  the  MoBaic 
dispensation.  This,  however,  only  makes  more  distinct  the  real 
nature  of  the  great  doctrine  we  are  examining,  after  it  has  at- 
tained its  final  and  complete  form.  And  so,  in  another  Epistle, 
he  tells  us  that  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
hath  chosen  the  faithful  in  Christ  Jesus  before  the  foundation  of 
the  world,  that  we  should  be  holy  and  without  blame  before  him 
in  love  :  having  predestinated  us  unto  the  adoption  of  children 
by  Jesus  Christ  to  himself,  according  to  the  good  pleasure  of  his 
will,  to  the  praise  of  the  glory  of  his  grace,  wherein  he  hath  made 
U8  accepted  in  the  Beloved.*  And  the  Apostle  John  speaking  of 
the  advent  of  Christ  and  his  rejection  by  the  Je\vi8h  people, 
adds,  But  as  many  as  received  hiui,  to  them  gave  he  power  to  be- 
come the  sons  of  God,  even  to  them  that  believe  on  his  name ; 
which  were  bom,  not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the  flesh,  nor 
of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  God.'  It  is  in  this  manner  that,  being 
justified  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with  God  throu<i;h  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ :  by  whom  also  we  have  access  by  faith  unto  this 
grace  wherein  wo  stand,  and  rejoice  in  the  hope  of  the  glory  of 
God.*  It  was  because  the  children  of  God  were  partakers  of  flesh 
and  blood,  that  thi  Son  of  God  also  himself  likewise  took  part 
of  the  same  ;  that  through  death  he  might  destroy  him  that  had 
the  power  of  death,  that  is,  the  Devil :  and  deliver  them  who 
through  fear  of  death  were  all  their  lifetime  subject  to  bondage. 
For  Christ  that  sanctifieth,  and  the  children  of  God  who  are 
sanctified,  are  all  of  one,  for  which  cause  he  is  not  ashamed  to 
call  them  brethren.  And  so  deep  and  so  effectual  is  this  par- 
ticipation of  our  nature  by  Christ,  and  this  participation  of  his 
nature  by  his  brethren,  that  it  is  said  it  became  God,  for  whom  are 
all  things,  and  by  whom  are  all  things,  in  bringing  many  sons  unto 
glory,  to  make  the  captain  of  their  salvation  perfect  through  suffer- 
ings. And  the  conclusion  of  a  connected  statemen  t  full  of  so  many 
wonders,  is  that  in  all  things  it  became  Christ  to  be  made  like  unto 
his  brethren,  that  he  might  be  a  merciful  and  faithful  high  priest 
in  all  things  pertaining  to  God,  to  make  reconciliation  for  the  sins 
of  the  people.  Surely  we  ought  to  lay  to  heart  such  things  as 
these.  For  inconceivably  precious  as  the  matters  thus  revealed 
to  us  are,  it  is  also  inconceivable  how  we  shall  escape  if  we 
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n^g^t  80  great  salvation :  a  salvation  tangfat  bj  the  Loid 
Umaelfy  GKxl  bearing  witness  both  with  signs  and  wonders^  and 
divers  mixsGles,  and  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  according  to 
hiswai' 

.  2.  It  is  Ghxl  the  Father  who  adopts  ns  as  his  children.  It  is 
expressly  written,  Behold  what  manoer  of  love  the  Father  hath 
bestowed  upon  ns,  that  vre  should  be  called  the  sons  of  GNmL* 
That  we  should  be  holy  and  without  blame  before  him  in  love, 
he  chose  ns  in  Christ  before  the  foundation  of  the  world;  having 
piedestinated  us  unto  the  adoption  of  children  by  Jesus  Christ  to 
himself,  according  to  the  good  pleasure  of  his  wilL*  He  actually 
adopts  us  as  sons  only  by  Christ— only  in  Christ — only  for  the 
sake  of  Christ — only  after  vre  have  trusted  in  Christ — only  after 
he  has  justified  us  on  account  of  the  righteousness  of  Christ  im- 
pnted  to  us  and  received  by  &ith:  he  does  it  to  the  praise  of  the 
^ory  of  his  grace,  wherein  he  hath  made  us  accepted  in  the  Be- 
hwed — ^in  whom  also  after  we  believed,  we  were  sealed  with  the 
Holy  Spirit  of  promise/  Nothing — absolutely  nothing — in  our 
salvation,  leaves  Christ  out  of  view  for  a  single  instant.  This 
adopting  act  of  the  Father  might  seem  to  have  sufficient  rele- 
vancy to  Christ — ^without  demanding  some  new  and  precise  in- 
tervention on  his  part,  in  the  case  of  every  child  of  Qtxl.  For 
the  whole  matter  proceeds  upon  what  he  has  already  done — and 
upon  what  both  the  Father  and  tbe  Spirit  have  already  done  in 
his  name  and  for  his  sake — and  upon  what  the  penitent  and  be- 
lieving soul  has  obtained  from  him  and  through  him.  But  no : 
Christ  must  interpose  directly.  This  soul  has  received  Christ — it 
believes  on  his  name — it  is  born  of  God.  Shall  it  not  be  adopted 
by  Gt)d  as  a  Son — and  if  a  Son,  then  an  heir — an  heir  of  Qt)d, 
and  n  joint  heir  with  Jesus  Christ  ?  Yes — ^yes,  surely,  provided 
Christ  will  but  speak  the  word, — To  him  give  I  power  to  become 
a  9on  of  God.*  *  In  every  crisis  of  our  destiny,  it  is  Christ  who 
stands  surety  for  us :  it  is  Christ's  recognition  that  we  are  his, 
which  decides  our  fote.  It  was  so  in  the  eternal  covenant  of  Re- 
demption— ^it  will  be  so  when  in  the  great  day  he  shall  acknow- 
ledge us  before  his  Father  and  the  holy  angels — ^it  is  so  at  every 
instant  of  the  existence  of  every  child  of  God.    Nor  is  there  any 
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possibility  that  any  FecogDition  of  us  as  his  should  ever  be  fruit- 
less— even  to  the  consummation  of  our  glory,  when  he  will  point 
to  the  record  of  our  names  in  that  book  of  life,  upon  which  he 
will  deliver  up  the  mediatorial  kingdom  to  the  Father.  Most  fit 
then  is  this  authorization  of  Christ — this  giving  of  power,  as  our 
English  Bible  has  it — this  authoritative  designation  of  us  by 
Christ — declaring  our  fitness  as  his  brother  to  be  adopted  as  a 
son  by  his  Father,  upon  which  the  Father  does  actually  adopt 
us.  Most  fit  is  it,  also,  that  here  as  in  every  other  part  of  applied 
salvation,  if  I  may  so  speak,  all  the  persons  of  the  adorable 
Trinity  are  set  conspicuously  before  us.  It  is  the  Holy  Ghost 
who,  by  his  divine  work  within  us,  has  made  us  meet  to  be  par- 
takers of  the  inheritance  of  the  saints  in  light :  it  is  Christ  who 
authoritatively  declares  this  fitness  of  his  brethren,  and  pro- 
pounds them  for  this  great  and  decisive  act :  it  is  the  Father 
who,  by  a  most  gracious,  sovereign  and  irreversible  act,  adopts 
us  into  the  number  and  gives  us  a  right  to  all  the  privileges  of 
sons  of  God. 

8.  It  is  nothing  to  the  present  purpose  to  enquire  in  how 
many  other  senses  we  may  be  truly  called  the  sons  of  God,  or  in 
how  many  other  senses  even  the  Scriptures  may  designate  the 
whole  family  of  man,  or  any  portions,  or  individuals  of  it,  as  the 
children  of  God.  None  of  them  concern  the  matter  we  are  now 
considering,  namely,  the  blessings  which  justified  believers  in 
Christ  acquire,  by  their  adoption  as  sons  and  heirs  of  God.  God 
has  an  only  begotten  Son — the  same  in  substance — equal  in 
power  and  glory  w^ith  himself.  It  is  he  who  became  Immanuel — 
and  who  is  the  divine  Saviour  of  sinners.  There  is  no  conceiva- 
ble way  in  which  any  being,  much  less  a  fallen  sinner  of  the 
human  race,  can  become  a  son  of  God  in  any  sense  bearing  the 
most  distant  resemblance  to  the  one  I  have  been  pointing  out— ^ 
except  by  becoming,  in  the  very  way  declared  in  the  Scriptures, 
the  brother  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  by  adoption  the  son  of  God. 
That  way  involves  the  whole  plan  of  salvation — and  rests  upon 
the  truth  and  efficacy  of  every  part  of  it.  And,  what  is  infin- 
itely remarkable,  it  is  the  concrete  of  the  whole  outward  form  of 
salvation,  brought  directly  into  union  with  the  concrete  of  the 
whole  inward  form  of  salvation.  Distinguishing  the  acts  of  God 
towards  us,  from  the  work  of  God  within  us — which  wc  are  ob- 
liged to  do;  Adoption  completes  those  acts  in  a  manner  perfectl;^ 
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dednve,  and  wheti  stated  by  God  to  ob,  perfectly  olmoiia ;  and 
yet  in  a  manner  wholly  remote  from  all  human  thinking — ^until 
God  states  it  to  us.  We  call  onraelves  the  brethren  of  Christ 
aad  the  sons  of  Ghxl  so  fSBtmiliarly,  that  we  are  apt  to  forget  what 
ayateries  of  divine  love  and  wisdom,  are  involved  in  the  terms  we 
nee.  The  whole  Scripture  doctrine  of  Adoption  is  utterly  inca- 
poUe  of  being  true,  or  even  intelligible— West  the  Godhead 
eoBsts  in  three  Persons  in  one  Essence — unless  the  Second  Per- 
loa  be  the  Son  of  God  and  the  Saviour  of  the  world — unless  the 
kunan  race  be  a  fiallen  race  capable  of  restoration — unless  the 
Miolj  Ghost  actually  regenerates  sinners,  and  the  Father  actually 
joitifies  them  for  the  sake  of  Christ  the  Saviour — unless  the 
saMod  Scriptures  are  not  only  the  word  of  GKkI,  and  the  infidli- 
Us  rule  of  our  fiiith,  but  the  power  of  GKxl  unto  salvation  to 
every  one  that  believeth.  But  oonceding  all  this — ^without  the 
vhide  of  which  the  scriptural  idea  of  Adoption  is  equally  im- 
pnoticable  on  the  side  of  Gk)d,  and  on  the  side  of  the  sinner  i 
who  oould  have  deduced  from  the  whole,  any  thing  more  than 
tkat  sinners  are  restored  to  the  lost  image  and  favour  of  God, 
are  saved  from  sin  and  misery  in  this  worid,  and  fiom  Hell  for- 
ever, and  are  brought  to  glory  and  endless  felicity  ?.  Admit  that 
the  Son  of  Gtoi  has  taken  our  nature—and  that  by  the  new  birth 
we  are  made  partakers  of  his  nature  :  does  it  necessarily  follow 
that  we  are  to  share,  not  only  aU  bis  grace,  but  aU  his.  glory  ? 
Does  it  necessarily  follow  that  we  are  to  share  with  him  his 
infinite  inheritance  as  the  Son  of  God?  Above  all,  does  it 
necessarily  follow  that  we  shall  do  all  this  as  absolutely  his 
brothers — as  absolutely  sons  of  his  Father  ;  and  that  by  his  own 
procurement,  and  through  the  boundless  love  of  God,  a  divine 
sentence  shall  award  to  us,  in  this  life,  an  indefeasible  title  as 
sons  and  heirs,  not  only  to  the  whole  inheritance,  but  to  the 
actual  possession  and  fruition  of  the  earnest  of  it,  here  bebw  ? 
It  is  God  who  has  explained  to  us  that  these  things  flow,  as  a 
part  of  the  unsearchable  riches  of  his  grace,  from  that  boundless 
store  of  which  it  has  never  entered  into  the  heart  of  man  to  con- 
ceive. It  is  God,  who  thus  carrying,  by  his  acts  of  grace,  the 
Uessedness  of  our  estate  even  in  this  life,  above  the  reach  of  our 
highest  endeavours  to  comprehend  it  all ;  reserves  only  the  per- 
fect completion  of  his  work  of  grace  within  us — ^through  our 
progressive  sanctification — that  we  may  be  fitted  at  last  for  the 
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eternal  weight  of  glory  to  which  our  title  is  now  complete.  Con- 
sider that  God  has  said  to  us,  Ye  are  by  nature  children  of  wrath: 
consider  also  that  he  has  said  to  us,  Ye  are  the  light  of  the 
world!  The  danger  is  not  great,  of  our  exaggerating  the  distance 
between  these  two  states. 

4.  I  therefore  define  that  Adoption  is  one  of  the  benefits  of 
the  Covenant  of  Redemption  secured  to  the  elect,  being  a  most 
gracious  act  of  God  the  Father,  in  and  through  his  only  Son 
Jesus  Christ,  whereby  all  that  have  been  regenerated  and  josti- 
fied,  being  openly  propounded  as  brethren  of  Christ,  are  taken 
into  the  number,  receive  the  name,  and  are  admitted  to  all  the 
liberties  and  privileges  of  the  sons  of  God,  and  are  made  heirs  of 
all  the  promises,  heirs  of  God  and  joint  heirs  with  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  After  what  has  been  proved  in  this  and  several  preceding 
chapters,  there  is  no  necessity  to  enlarge  upon  all  the  separate 
parts  of  this  definition.  That  the  grace  of  Adoption  into  the 
family  of  God  is  a  benefit  of  the  Covenant  of  Redemption  :  that 
it  is  secured  therein  to  all  the  elect  of  God,  and  to  none  besides : 
that  it  is  God  the  Father  who  pronounces  the  sentence  of  Adop- 
tion, and  that  it  is  not  a  work  of  Gtxl  within  us,  but  an  act  of 
GK)d — and  that  of  mere  grace  towards  us  :  that  it  is  an  act  per- 
formed solely  for  the  sake  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in  favour 
only  of  his  regenerated  and  justified  brethren,  to  whom  this  very 
thing  is  conceded  by  him  in  a  way  of  authoritative  designation  : 
and  that  therein  they  are  admitted  to  the  number  and  receive 
the  name  of  sons  of  God  :  all  these  fundamental  truths  have — as 
I  suppose — been  so  variously  established  and  explained,  that  no 
one  who  accepts  the  general  doctrine  of  this  whole  Treatise,  will 
question  here  that  they  are  positive  truths  of  the  Knowledge  of 
God  Subjectively  Considered.  The  remaining  portion  of  the  de- 
finition, which  asserts  that  in  our  adoption  we  are  admitted  to  aU 
the  liberties  and  privileges  of  sons  of  God — and  are  made  heirs  of 
aU  the  promises,  heirs  of  God  and  joint  heirs  with  the  Lord  Jesns 
Christ :  will  require  further  exposition.  It  is  very  manifest, 
however,  that  the  priceless  and  immeasurable  blessings  and  bene- 
fits, liberties  and  privileges,  immunities  and  dignities  which  ap- 
pertain to  the  sons  of  God  :  can  be  treated  in  an  attempt  like 
this,  only  under  a  severe  and  narrow  classification.  And  all 
those  exceeding  great  and  precious  promises  of  God  :  all  that 
unsearchable  riches  of  grace  and  glory  with  Christ :  all  those 
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liberties  and  immunities  to  the  whole  of  which,  as  hein 
oC.Qod  and  joint  hein  with  Christ,  we  acquire  by  our  Adoption 
M^ineveraible  title,  sealed  with  the  Uood  of  Christ,  attested  by 
thi,Bpirit  of  Gk>d,  grounded  on  the  eternal  love  of  the  Father, 
and  guaranteed  by  the  everlastmg  Covenant  of  Bedemption  :  all 
ihe.  VBstness  of  this  incorruptiUe  and  nndefiled  inheritance : 
what  can  mortal  powers,  restricted  within  bounds  so  limited,  do 
CWHMrning  it,  beyond  some  briei^  general,  distinguishing  reca- 
pitidationof  someof  the  chief  parts,  which  are  near  enough  to  us 
ta  Ae  seen  with  some  distinctness  1  This  is  what  I  must  now 
Attempt 

.  JEL— 1.  By  our  adoption  as  sons  of  God,  all  our  relations  to 
nii^  to  condemnation  on  account  of  it,  and  to  slavish  tenor  l^ 
BMaon  of  it,  are  totally  changed.  Being  dead  to  sin,  we  cannot 
UKf'  longer  live  in  sin.  Ebving  been  planted  in  the  likeness  of 
tin  death  of  Christ,  the  same  thing  must  occur  with  reference  to 
hia  iBsunectioD.  For  our  old  man  was  crucified  with  Christ,  that 
tha  Jx>dy  of  sin  might  be  destroyed,  that  henceforth  we  should 
not  aerve  sin.  Having  died  with  Christ  we  must  also  live  with 
hun :  free  firom  the  dominion  both  of  sin  and  of  death :  but  aUve 
unto  Qod  through  Jesas  Christ  our  Lord.  Sharing  with  the  Son 
of  Gk)d,  who  is  not  ashamed  to  call  us  his  brethren,  a  common 
nature  both  by  reason  of  his  incarnation  and  our  regeneration, 
and  then  for  Christ's  sake  not  only  justified  by  the  Father  but 
adopted  as  his  sons  ;  immunities  the  most  immense  touching  our 
fcrmer  sinful  and  miserable  estate  are  granted  to  us — and  privi- 
leges the  most  immense  touching  our  new  estate  of  deliverance, 
security  and  peace,  are  bestowed  upon  us.'  For  we  have  peace 
with  God;  peace  which  we  obtained  through  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ ;  the  method  whereof  was,  that  we  were  justified  on  ac- 
oonnt  of  his  righteousness  imputed  to  us,  and  received  by  faith : 
and  then  there  remained  no  controversy  between  us  and  Ghxl — 
tat  we  were  ready  to  take  his  part  even  against  our  own  humbled, 
sorrowing,  and  penitent  sools.  But  the  same  faith  in  Christ 
which  gave  us  access  to  Gkxi  for  justification — gave  us  access 
too  for  this  peace  whereb  we  stand,  and  rejoice  in  hope  of  the 
gloiy  of  God:  yea,  and  are  ready  to  rejoice  even  in  tribula- 
tion, for  the  sake  of  the  patience,  the  experience,  the  sustaining 
hope,  the  fervent  love  shed  abroad  in  our  hearts,  by  the  Holy 


CHAP.X.]  ADOPTION.  189 

Ghost  which  is  given  to  us.*  As  for  condemnation,  there  can  be 
none  to  them  who  are  in  Christ  Jesus — who  walk  not  after  the 
flesh  but  after  the  Spirit.  For  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in 
Christ  Jesus  hath  made  them  free  from  the  law  of  sin  and  death. 
What  the  law  could  not  do,  the  Son  of  God  did  :  and  through 
his  satisfaction  and  the  work  of  the  Spirit,  even  the  righteousness 
of  the  law  is  fulfilled  in  us  :  and  to  be  spiritually  minded  is  both 
life  and  peace.  He  in  whom  the  Spirit  of  God  dwells,  is  not  in 
the  flesh  but  in  the  Spirit :  and  he  who  has  the  Spirit  of  Christ, 
is  his  :  and  Christ's  dwelling  in  us,  is  life  :  and  all  that  are  led 
by  the  Spirit  of  God,  are  sons  of  God.  But  the  sons  of  God  do 
not  receive  the  spirit  of  bondage  again  to  fear  :  but  they  receive 
the  Spirit  of  Adoption  whereby  they  cry,  Abba,  Father.  The 
Spirit  itself  bearing  witness  with  our  spirit,  that  we  are  the  chil- 
dren of  God  :  and  if  children  then  heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs 
with  Christ :  if  so  be  that  we  suffer  with  him,  that  we  may  be 
also  glorified  together.'  I  grant  that  these  wonderful  statements 
of  the  word  of  God,  prove  a  great  deal  more  for  us  than  they  are 
cited  here  to  prove  :  but  that  makes  it  only  the  more  clear  that 
the  sons  of  God  are  set  free  from  sin,  from  condemnation,  and 
fix)m  terror.  It  would  be  wonderful  indeed,  that  when  we  were 
open  enemies  of  God  he  reconciled  us  to  himself  by  the  death  of 
his  Son  ;  and  yet  after  we  were  thus  reconciled,  and  have  become 
his  children,  he  could  not,  or  would  not,  save  us  by  the  life  of  his 
Son.» 

2.  In  like  manner  our  relations  to  the  law  of  God  are  wholly 
changed.  Whatever  law  of  God  ever  bound  and  obliged  the 
elect  of  God,  and  whatever  penalty  and  whatever  curse  of  any 
such  law  hung  over  them,  by  reason  of  any  transgression  thereof, 
or  any  want  of  conformity  thereto ;  one  universal  proposition 
applies  to  all — we  are  not  under  the  law,  but  under  grace.* 
Whatever  may  be  said  about  deserved  punishment— is  answered 
by  the  sacrifice  of  Christ :  whatever  about  the  claims  of  the  pre- 
ceptive portion  of  the  law  is  answered  by  the  complete  obedience 
of  Christ :  whatever  about  our  depraved  nature  is  answered  by 
the  incarnation  of  the  Son  of  God  and  our  regeneration  by  his 
Spirit :  and  his  resurrection,  wherein  he  was  proclaimed  to  be 
the  Son  of  God  with  power,  and  wherein  is  the  complete  proof 
of  full  satisfaction  rendered  and  accepted  for  his  brethren — put 
*  Bom.,  T.  l-ft.  *  Boo^  Till  I-IT.  •  Bom.,  ▼.  10.  «Boin.,yL16. 
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onr  ease  in  such  a  posture  that  the  justification  by  the  Father  of 
those  regenerated  by  the  Spirit,  followed  from  the  very  faithful- 
ness and  justice  of  God.'  Then  came  our  Adoption  as  sons  and 
heixn  of  God,  inyolving  not  only,  but  declaring  that  the  deliver- 
ance of  the  children  of  God  is  not  only  from  the  bondage  of  cor- 
ruption, but  into  a  glorious  liberty.*  For  where  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  is,  there  is  liberty «'  Nor  is  any  exhortation  of  the  Gospel 
to  us  more  explicit,  than  that  we  should  stand  fast  in  the  liberty 
wherewith  Christ  hath  made  us  free,  and  not  be  entangled  again 
with  the  yoke  of  bondage.*  Even  that  unalterable  moral  law, 
which  is  founded  in  the  very  nature  of  good  and  evil,  which  was 
written  on  the  heart  of  man  at  his  original  creation,  and  was 
written  again  by  the  finger  of  God  upon  tables  of  stone  and 
delivered  to  Moses ;  that  holy,  just,  and  good  law,  which  would 
have  saved  us  if  any  law  could  save  those  who  transgress  it — has 
changed  its  relation  to  us  upon  our  being  adopted  into  the  family 
of  Gbd.  That  blessed  law  is  still  a  rule  of  duty,  a  rule  of  faith, 
a  rule  of  judgment,  a  doctrine  of  perfect  holiness  unto  us.  But 
its  just  and  inexorable  demands  as  a  Covenant  of  Life — its  ter- 
rible curse  against  every  one  who  continueth  not  in  all  things 
written  in  it  to  do  them — its  fearful  penalty  denouncing  a  just 
recompense  of  reward  against  every  transgression  and  disobe- 
dience under  it — its  terrible  and  universal  sentence  that  the  soul 
that  sinneth  shall  die  :  all  these  pass  us  by,  and  fall  on  him  who 
loved  us  and  gave  himself  for  us,  and  who  is  able  to  present  us 
faultless  before  GoJ,  yea,  holy,  and  unblamable,  and  unreprovable 
even  in  his  sight.*  We  do  not  desire  to  bo  set  free  jfrom  service — 
nor  from  obedience  ;  a  service  the  most  earnest  and  loving — an 
obedience  the  most  scrupulous  and  absolute — in  those  who  have 
the  most  abounding  freedom  and  ability  unto  that  service  and 
obedience,  through  the  deepest  insight  and  conformity  to  that 
most  perfect  law,  which  is  an  infallible  guide  to  the  will  of  God 
concerning  our  salvation.  But  we  are  set  free  from  slavery  even 
to  that  most  righteous  law,  whose  very  holiness  makes  its  do- 
minion terrible,  even  to  those  who  would  gladly  keep  it  if  they 
could,  who  blame  themselves  and  not  it  when  they  come  short  of 
it,  and  who  would  protest  with  uplifted  hands  against  the  smallest 
diminution  of  its  sublime  rectitude.     Our  Lord,  our  Master,  our 

*  1  John,  19.  •  Rom.,  viiL  21.  ■  2  Cor.,  iii.  17. 

4  GaL,  ▼.  1.  •  Jude,  24  ;  CJoL,  1.  22. 
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Elder  Brother — ^kept  it  and  then  suffered  under  it — both  for  us : 
our  God  and  Fr  ther,  who  is  the  giver  and  maker  of  it,  has  put 
that  righteousness  to  our  account — and  now  we  are  his  sons  !  Let 
that  suffice.  And  let  Satan,  and  the  powers  of  this  world,  and 
all  persecutors  know,  that  the  liberty  of  the  sons  of  God,  which 
the  law  of  God  himself  not  only  respects  but  upholds,  is  not  a 
licentiousness,  but  is  a  consecration  to  Christ,  so  absolute,  that 
the  glory  of  his  crown  is  as  deeply  involved  as  the  peace  of  their 
own  conscience  is,  in  the  exclusive  loyalty  which  his  followem 
owe  and  render  to  him.* 

3.  And  now  if  we  will  look  away  a  little  from  sin  and  the 
law,  and  look  abroad  upon  the  world  around  us,  and  scrutinise 
the  infinite  providence  which  sustains,  controls,  and  directs  all 
things  ;  we  shall  discover  how  deeply  our  new  relation  to  God  as 
his  sons,  affects  our  relations  to  all  earthly  things,  and  to  the 
providence  which  is  over  and  in  them  all.  Directing  us  concern- 
ing the  course  of  this  world,  concerning  our  relations  to  it  and 
our  conduct  in  it,  and  concerning  his  providential  care  over  us  ; 
God  commands  us  to  come  out  from  among  the  wicked  and  to  be 
separate  from  them — and  adds  with  special  emphasis,  Touch  not 
the  unclean  thing ;  and  I  will  receive  you,  and  will  be  a  Father 
unto  you,  and  ye  shall  be  my  sons  and  daughters,  saitli  the  Lord 
Almighty.  And  this  he  tells  us  has  been  the  uniform  and  per- 
petual condition  of  the  duty  of  his  children  and  his  providences 
over  them.'  Nor  is  any  thing  in  all  God's  word  more  clearly 
disclosed,  than  that  all  things  work  together  for  good  to  them 
that  love  God,  to  them  who  are  the  called  according  to  his  pur- 
pose.' And  thus  as  children  of  God  we  recover  the  right,  which 
our  race  lost  by  the  fall  of  Adam,  not  only  to  the  free  but  to  the 
sanctified  use  of  the  creatures  of  God  ;  for  it  is  only  as  he  gives 
us  his  Son,  that  he  with  him  freely  gives  us  all  things.*  As  to 
the  wisdom  of  this  world,  it  is  foolishness  with  God ;  and  the 
thoughts  of  the  wise  are  known  to  God  as  vain.  Far  be  it,  there- 
fore, from  those  who  possess  all  things,  to  glory  in  man.  For, 
saith  God,  whether  Paul,  or  Apollos,  or  Cephas,  or  the  world,  or 
life,  or  death,  or  things  present,  or  things  to  come  :  all  are  yours ; 
and  ye  are  Christ's  ;  and  Christ  is  God's.*  Considering  that  we 
are  but  strangers  and  pilgrims  upon  earth — and  that  all  things  in 

*  Rom.,  xiv.  4;  Acts,  iv.  19 ;  xv.  10 ;  GaL,  iv.  8-11.  *  2  Cor,  tl  16-18. 

*  Bom.,  viiL  28.  *  Bom.,  viiL  32.  ^  i  Cor.,  iil  19-23. 
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it  and  of  it,  are  of  that  natuie  that  they  cannot  satisfy  us,  and 
that  they  perish  in  the  using :  they  who  love  Ghxi,  and  to  whom 
God  hath  shown  that  the  sum  of  all  good  consists  in  doing  justly, 
loving  mercy,  and  waHdng  humbly  with  Gt)d,  can  conceive  of 
nothing  more  perfect  than  the  provision  which  he  has  made  for 
them.  Keeping  themselves  unspotted  from  the  world,  they 
have  a  oovenant  right  to  the  free  and  sanctified  use  of  all  the 
creatures  of  God,  and  the  infinite  providence  of  God  is  pledged, 
that  all  things  shall  work  together  for  their  good  1 

4.  If  we  will  again  turn  our  thoughts  in  a  new  direction,  we 
shall  perceive  that  there  is  an  inward,  and  very  near  and  intimate 
aspect  of  this  participation  of  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the 
children  of  God.  For  in  Christ  Jesus  we  have  boldness  and 
access  with  confidence  to  God  by  faith  :  an  access  the  result  of 
which  is  peace  with  God,  and  rejoicing  in  hope  of  the  glory  of 
God/  For  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  as  well  as  righteousness  and 
peace,  appertain  to  us  as  sons  of  Qod  :*  a  joy  which  the  Scrip- 
tures declare  to  be  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory.'  Moreover  the 
sons  of  God  are  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God — and  have  therein  a 
divine  testimony  of  their  Adoption — of  the  intercession  of  Christ 
for  them  at  the  right  hand  of  God — and  of  their  assured  partici- 
pation of  the  unalterable  love  of  God/  They  arc  able  to  say, 
Abba,  Father,  because  they  have  received  the  Spirit  of  Adoption: 
and  that  is  a  witnessing  Spirit,  which  beareth  witness  with  our 
spirit  that  we  are  tlie  children  of  God.'  And  as  if  to  put  the 
matter  wholly  out  of  dispute,  the  Apostle  in  another  pluce  adds 
that  because  we  are  sons,  God  hath  sent  forth  the  Spirit  of  his 
Son  into  our  hearts,  crying,  Abba,  Father.*  That  is,  this  Spirit 
is  given  unto  us  because  we  are  God's  children,  and  then  it  tes- 
tifies to  us  that  we  are  his  children.  And  this  Holy  Spirit  of 
God  is  a  sealing,  as  well  as  a  witnessing  Spirit — sealing  unto  the 
day  of  Redemption,  all  the  children  of  God/  And  as  a  sealing 
Spirit,  it  is  that  Holy  Spirit  of  Promise  which  is  the  earnest  of 
our  inheritance,  until  the  redemption  of  the  purchased  posses- 
sion, and  God  shall  have  gathered  together  all  things  in  Christ, 
in  whom  we  have  obtained  the  inheritance.*  Why  then  should 
there  be  any  marvel — that  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost  should  be  a 

"Eph.,  m.  12;  Rom.,  v.  1,  2. 

*  Bom.,  viil  14,  34,  39. 

1  Eph.,  iy.  30;  Rom.,  yiii.  21,  23. 
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preeminent  element  in  the  Kingdom  of  God  ?  or  that  the 
members  of  that  kingdom  should  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory 
of  God  ?  Although  they  never  saw  Jesas — is  there  not  reason 
enough  why  they  should  love  him  supremely :  reason  enough 
why,  believing  in  him,  they  should  rejoice  with  joy  unspeakable 
and  full  of  glory  ?  Why  should  there  be  any  wonder,  that,  as 
the  end  of  such  faith  as  this,  the  children  of  God  should  receive 
the  salvation  of  their  souls  ?' 

IV. — 1.  I  have  abstained  in  the  preceding  exposition  from 
saying  any  thing  having  a  special  and  separate  relation  to  the 
idea  of  heirship — having  as  far  as  possible  confined  myself  to  the 
idea  of  aonahip.  I  wished  to  fix  attention  upon  our  relation  as 
sons  of  God  by  Adoption,  to  sin,  to  the  Law,  to  this  present  evil 
world  and  God's  providence  over  us  therein,  and  to  the  work  of 
grace  ii>  our  own  souls  specially  relevant  to  this  particular  stage 
of  our  progress  in  the  divine  life.  Whatever  else  relates  to  our 
participation  in  the  privileges  and  liberties,  the  rights  and  bene- 
fits, the  immunities  and  dignities  of  the  children  of  God — my 
limits  oblige  me  to  pass  over — as  I  am  constantly  obliged  to  pass 
over  whatever  will  bear  to  bo  omitted  from  a  statement,  which, 
while  it  is  general,  ought  to  be  thorough.  I  have  stated  in  the 
definition,  portions  of  which  I  have  been  endeavouring  to  illus- 
trate, that  by  Adoption  into  the  family  of  God,  the  brethren  of 
Christ  become  heirs  of  all  the  promises,  heirs  of  God — and  joint 
heirs  with  Christ.  And  now  I  ought  to  add  a  few  words  en- 
forcing these  statements. 

2.  The  Apostle  Peter  tells  us  that  unto  them  who  have  ob- 
tained the  same  precious  faith  that  he  had,  through  the  right- 
eousness of  our  God  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ — grace  and  peace 
are  multiplied  through  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  of  Jesus  our 
Lord.  He  adds  that  we,  through  the  divine  power,  by  means  of 
a  calling  which  is  to  glory  and  virtue,  and  having  received  through 
the  knowledge  of  God,  in  Christ,  all  things  that  pertain  to  life 
and  godliness ;  have  received  exceeding  great  and  precious 
promises,  that  by  these  we  might  be  partakers  of  the  divine  na- 
ture, having  escaped  the  corruption  that  is  in  the  world  through 
lust*  We  are  told  by  the  Apostle  Paul,  that  it  was  in  order  to 
confirm  the  promises  made  unto  the  fathers,  and  that  the  Gen- 
tiles might  glorify  God  for  his  mercy  :  that  Jesus  Christ  was  a 

1  1  Pet,  i  t-9.  •  1  Pet,  L  1-4. 
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minister  of  the  circumcision  for  the  truth  of  God.'  In  other 
places  he  states,  that  all  the  promises  of  God  in  Jesus  Christ  are 
yea,  and  in  him  are  amen,  unto  the  glory  of  God  by  us  :*  and 
that  it  is  through  faith  and  patience  that  all  God's  saints  inherit 
his  promises.'  How  vast  these  promises  are,  we  may  have  some 
conception  when  we  find  it  asserted  with  the  greatest  emphasis, 
that  godliness  is  profitable  unto  all  things,  having  promise  of  the 
life  that  now  is,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come/  And  the  mystery 
of  that  godliness  to  which  such  an  inheritance  belongs,  embraces 
of  itself  and  as  incontrovertible  parts  of  its  own  essence,  an 
inheritance  greater  than  all  it  could  draw  after  it :  for  when  we 
have  it,  we  have  Gk)d  manifest  in  the  fiesh,  justified  in  the  Spirit, 
seen  of  angels,  preached  unto  the  Gtsntiles,  believed  on  in  the 
world,  received  up  into  glory.'  To  all  this  is  added  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  passages  in  the  word  of  Qoi — remarkable  for 
the  amazing  distinctness  with  which  the  final  glory  of  the  saints 
It  secured  to  them — remarkable  for  the  divine  condescension  and 
the  divine  demonstration  with  which  this  is  done.  Gtod,  willing 
more  abundantly  to  show  unto  the  heirs  of  promise  the  immuta- 
bility of  his  counsel,  confirmed  it  by  an  oath  :  an  oath  sworn  to 
Abraham,  the  father  of  the  faithful,  and  because  God  could 
swear  by  no  greater,  he  swore  by  himself :  that  by  two  immuta- 
ble things  in  which  it  was  impossible  for  Qod  to  lie,  we  might 
have  a  strong  consolation,  who  have  fled  for  refuge  to  lay  hold 
upon  the  hope  set  before  us  :  which  hope  we  have  as  an  anchor 
of  the  soul,  both  sure  and  stedfast,  and  which  entereth  into  that 
within  the  veil :  whither  the  forerunner  is  for  us  entered,  even 
Jesus,  made  a  high  priest  forever  after  the  order  of  Mel- 
chisedec* 

8.  That  they  who  are  adopted  as  the  children  of  God  for  the 
sake  of  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God,  are  made  heirs  of  God, 
and  joint  heirs  with  Jesus  Christ,  is  implied  throughout  the 
Scriptures,  is  hundreds  of  times  involved  in  statements  relating 
immediately  to  the  subject,  and  is  repeatedly  asserted  in  the  most 
distinct  manner.  If  it  were  otherwise,  I  do  not  suppose  any 
niortal  would  ever  have  conceived  such  an  idea,  or  have  ventured 
to  utter  it.  If  children,  then  heirs ;  heirs  of  God,  and  joint 
heirs  with  Christ :  if  so  be  that  we  suffer  with  him,  that  we  may 

*  Rom.,  XV.  8,  9.  *  2  Ck)r.,  i.  20.  ■  Heb.,  vl  12. 

<  1  Tim,  iv.  8,  9.  •  1  Tim.,  iu.  16.  «  Heb.,  vL  13-20. 
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be  glorified  together.*  If  a  son,  then  an  heir  of  God  through 
Christ.*  That  they  may  receive  forgiveness  of  sins,  and  inheri- 
tance amongst  them  which  are  sanctified  by  faith  that  is  in  me." 
He  that  spared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  for  us  all, 
how  shall  he  not  with  him  also  freely  give  us  all  things.*  If  ye 
be  Christ's,  then  are  ye  Abraham's  seed,  and  heirs  according  to 
the  promise.*  That  the  Gtentiles  should  be  fellow  heirs,  and  of 
the  same  body,  and  partakers  of  his  promise  in  Christ,  by  the 
Gospel*  Blessed  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  which  according  to  his  abundant  mercy  hath  begotten  us 
again  unto  a  lively  hope  by  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ  fix)m 
the  dead,  to  an  inheritance  incorruptible  and  undefiled,  and  that 
fiideth  not  away,  reserved  in  heaven  for  you,  who  are  kept  by  the 
power  of  God  through  faith  unto  salvation,  ready  to  be  revealed 
in  the  last  time.^  But  there  is  no  necessity  to  multiply  citations 
of  this  sort.  The  conception  which  pervades  the  whole  word  of 
Grod  is,  that  in  restoring  man  he  will  exalt  him  to  a  condition  far 
more  blessed  and  glorious  than  that  from  which  he  fell.  And  as 
soon  as  we  receive  with  clearness  a  knowledge  of  the  way  in  which 
God  accomplishes  this  amazing  purpose,  we  cannot  avoid  seeing 
that  in  the  very  process  of  our  own  restoration  and  salvation, 
that  purpose  of  God  is  necessarily  accomplished.  Human  nature 
has  been  taken  into  indissoluble  and  eternal  union  with  the 
divine  nature;  and  innumerable  human  beings  have  been  created 
anew  in  the  image  of  God  ;  and  these  all  have  been  constituted 
into  the  one  family  of  the  Father,  whose  children  they  are. 
When  we  think  of  what  we  have  been  and  are,  these  things  may 
overwhelm  us  with  astonishment  and  shame  :  when  we  consider 
the  things  themselves,  we  must  be  filled  with  inexpressible  joy 
and  peace.  But  when  we  see  it  plainly  set  down  in  that  word, 
which  we  know  will  abide  though  heaven  and  earth  pass  away — 
that  all  these  redeemed  souls  are  made  partakers  of  the  infinite 
righteousness  of  Christ,  and  of  his  divine  life  by  a  new  creation; 
it  does  not  seem  incredible  that  they  should  partake  of  all  grace, 
of  all  glory  I  In  effect,  that  is  just  it.  The  whole  inheritance 
of  Christ,  as  the  Mediator  between  God  and  men,  is  shared  with 
all  his  brethren  :  the  Father  adopting  them  all  as  his  children, 
adopts  them  also  as  his  heirs — joint  heirs  with  his  only  begotten 

1  Bom.,  viil  It.  •  GaL,  iv.  7.  »  Acta,  xxvL  18.  <  Rom.,  viil  32. 
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B/m.  And  hundreds  of  times  in  his  blessed  woid^  the  complete, 
imfocable,  endless  deyise  is  ratified  and  repeated.  And  millions 
•le  daily  enjoying  their  earthly  portion :  and  millions  of  millions 
alft  enjoying  their  heavenly  portion :  and  all  are  awaiting  an 
kierease  of  their  portion  with  every  increase,  by  eveiy  means,  of 
the  glory  of  God,  in  the  execution  of  his  eternal  purpose  I 

4L  It  may  serve  to  give  distinctness  to  our  conceptions  of  this 
great  subject  of  our  heinhip — as  before  to  that  of  our  sondrip — 
to  illustrate,  as  briefly  as  possible,  a  few  chief  points  connected 
with  the  boundless  inheritance.  And  in  the  JhrH  place,  by  be- 
eoming  heirs  of  Ghd  and  joint  heirs  with  Cbist,  the  adopted 
children  of  God  acquire  an  indefeasible  title  to  the  whole  woild. 
I  do  not  mean  merely,  that  they  acquire  a  covenant  right  to  such 
A  portion  of  the  things  of  this  world  as  is  best  for  them,  and  to 
the  sanctified  use  of  so  much  thereof  as  Qod  aUows  them  to 
6B|]oy,  and  that  all  thiogs  temporal  work  together  for  their  good : 
th^  whole  of  which  is  indeed  true,  and  of  the  highest  importance 
to  us.  But  God,  at  the  beginning,  gave  to  man  dominion  over 
the  earth  and  all  connected  with  it,  and  bade  him  subdue  and 
replenish  it  And  when  this  immense  endowment  was  forfeited 
by  man,  and  the  earth  itself  was  cursed  for  his  sake  ;  God  an- 
nulled the  dominion  of  Satan  over  the  elect — ^leaving  the  earth 
still  under  the  curse,  but  with  the  assurance  that  it  should  yield 
bread  to  the  sweat  of  man's  face.  When  Noah  came  forth  from 
the  ark,  G^d,  by  a  new  covenant  with  him,  recognized  the  claim 
vested  but  slumbering  in  the  elect,  as  I  have  just  explained  :  and 
reiterated  the  original  command  to  replenish  it.  From  thence 
onward  throughout  the  Scriptiures,  the  purposes  of  God  concerning 
the  ultimate  destiny  of  the  earth  are  more  and  more  oi)enly  de- 
dared.  So  far  as  the  present  matter  is  concerned,  it  is  clearly 
revealed  that  the  promise  to  Abraham,  that  he  should  be  the  heir 
of  the  world,  was  not  made  to  him  or  to  his  seed  through  the 
law,  but  through  the  righteousness  of  Faith.'  Nay,  that  this 
promise  to  Abraham  and  his  seed,  was  specific  and  singular — not 
of  many,  but  one — ^which  is  Christ.*  From  whence  it  follows, 
as  the  Apostle  proves  at  large,  that  if  we  be  Christ's,  then  are  we 
Abraham's  seed,  and  heirs  according  to  the  promise.*  And  so 
the  Son  of  God  by  his  name  of  2%e  Seed  of  the  Woman  delivered 
us  firom  Satan,and  by  his  name  of  The  Seed  (^Abraham  delivered 
>Boo^iT.13.  ■  Chd.,  iii.  16.  tcWL,fiLS«. 


CHAP.  Z.]  ADOPTION.  197 

the  earth  as  our  inheritaDce^  from  the  curse.  Two  particulars  of 
great  importance  are  insisted  on  in  the  Scriptures.  The  first  i»y 
that  the  creature  was  subjected  to  vanity  and  the  bondage  of 
corruption^  not  willingly,  and  in  hope  :  and  that  its  deliverance 
into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God  will  occur  along 
with  their  manifestation,  their  adoption,  to  wit,  the  redemption 
of  their  body,  as  our  English  version  has  it.**  The  second  par- 
ticular is,  that  though  the  day  of  God  must  come,  wherein  the 
heavens  being  on  fire  shall  be  dissolved,  and  the  elements  shall 
melt  with  fervent  heat :  nevertheless,  we,  according  to  his  pro- 
mise, look  for  new  heavens  and  a  new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth 
righteousness.'  It  does  not  appear  to  me  that  the  Scriptures 
teach  that  this  earth,  whether  in  its  present  or  its  renewed  and 
glorious  condition,  is  to  be  the  final  inheritance  and  habitation 
of  the  saints,  any  more  than  the  constant  abode  of  our  race.  But 
I  do  not  see  how  we  can  deny,  without  great  wresting  of  the 
Scriptures,  that  they  do  teach  us  plainly,  that  it  is  an  immense 
inheritance  belonging  to  us  by  the  original  gift  of  God  ;  lost  and 
polluted  by  the  fall  of  man  ;  recovered  by  the  blood  of  Christ ; 
restored  to  us  for  his  sake  as  sons  and  heirs  of  God  ;  purged,  re- 
newed, and  to  be  occupied  in  glory  and  felicity,  short  only  of  our 
final  rest  and  triumph  when  the  kingdom  itself  is  delivered  up  to 
the  Father. 

5.  It  is  of  that  spiritual  kingdom,  as  another  portion  of  the 
inheritance  of  the  heirs  of  God,  that  I  now  add  a  few  words. 
The  truths  set  forth  in  the  preceding  paragraph  conclude  to  the 
great  result,  that  the  work  and  glory  of  God  as  Creator,  are  the 
inheritance  of  his  heirs.  In  this  paragraph  the  great  result  to 
which  our  thoughts  are  directed  is,  that  the  work  and  glory  of 
God  as  Bedeemer,  are  also  the  inheritance  of  his  heirs.  I  appoint 
you  a  kingdom^  said  the  Saviour  to  his  Apostles,  as  my  Father 
hath  appointed  unto  me  :  that  yc  may  eat  and  drink  at  my  table 
in  my  kingdom,  and  sit  on  thrones  judging  the  twelve  tribes  of 
Israel.'  And  when  one  who  sat  at  meat  with  him  heard  some 
touching  words  uttered  by  him,  and  exclaimed.  Blessed  is  he  that 
shall  eat  bread  in  the  Kingdom  of  God  :  the  Saviour  immediately 

•  knoKaXwfftc  vlodeaub'—aTroXvTpuMTt^  tov  oufiaro^y  appear  to  be  equivalent  to  each 
ottier  in  this  pasMge,  so  &r  as  the  time  of  the  deliverance  of  the  creature,  has  any 
relatioo'to  the  <x»idition  of  the  heirs  of  the  creation. 

>  Bom.,  viil  19^23.  •  2  Pet.,  Ui.  12,  13.  "  Luke,  xxiL  29,  80. 
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explained  by  one  of  his  most  strikiDg  parables,  how  that  kingdom 
was  perpetuated,  and  who  the  members  of  it  were.'  And  on 
another  occasion  expressly  teaching  his  disciples,  he  said,  Fear 
not,  little  flock :  for  it  is  your  Father's  good  pleasure  to  give  you 
the  kingdom  :'  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the  founda- 
tion of  the  world.*  And  the  Apostle  Peter  declares,  that  be- 
lievers being  a  generation  chosen  to  show  forth  the  praises  of  him 
who  called  them  out  of  darkness  into  his  marvellous  light :  are 
not  only  a  people,  a  nation,  and  a  priesthood — but  that  as  a  people 
they  are  peculiar,  as  a  nation  holy,  and  as  a  priesthood  royal/ 
This  Kingdom  of  God,  which  the  Apostle  James  tells  us,  God 
has  prepared  for  them  who  love  him  ;■  this  universal  body  of  the 
redeemed,  this  commonwealth  of  the  elect,  is  exhibited  through- 
out the  Scriptures  under  a  threefold  aspect :  first,  as  the  Messianic 
Eiogdom,  held  forth  under  Christ  the  head  and  Lord  :  secondly, 
as  the  New  Creation  exhibited  as  a  Kingdom,  every  member  of 
which  is  regenerated  and  sanctified  by  the  Holy  Ghost ;  and 
thirdly,  as  the  Church  of  the  living  God,  manifested  through  its 
members,  every  one  of  whom  is  the  object  of  the  free  and  eternal 
love  of  God,  and  has  been  redeemed  by  the  blood  of  the  Son  of 
God — now  militant,  fighting  for  their  Saviour  and  their  inheri- 
tance— ^but  hastening  to  their  millennial  triumph — ^and  beyond 
that  to  their  eternal  glory.  We  ought  to  reflect,  that  in  truth 
tids  Kingdom  of  God,  though  spiritual,  is  so  far  from  being  ideal 
that  all  other  kingdoms  have  for  their  chief  object,  the  working 
out  of  a  certain  security,  protection  and  success  for  this  divine 
kingdom.  And  as  the  divine  concession  that  any  such  world- 
powers  should  exist,  was  given  only  after  the  drowning  of  the  old 
world,  and  on  account  of  the  wickedness  of  man,  and  not  until 
after  sixteen  or  seventeen  centuries  of  progress  by  the  Kingdom 
of  God  ;  so  the  whole  of  them  arc  to  pass  away — jmd  the  highest 
use  of  which  they  are  finally  capable,  is  to  be  made  into  a  king- 
dom for  the  Lord  and  his  Christ.*  And  the  end  of  the  prince  of 
this  world,  the  power  that  worketh  in  the  children  of  disobedience 
— cast  out  as  he  was  by  the  lifting  up  of  the  Son  of  man — is  that 
he  shall  be  cast  into  the  lake  of  fire  and  brimstone,  where  the 
beast  and  false  prophet  are,  and  shall  be  tormented  day  and  night 
forever  and  ever.'    As  for  impenitent  sinners — the  wicked  shall 

*  Luko,  xiv.  15-24.    •  Luke,  xii.  32.     •  Mat.,  xxv.  34.    *  1  Pet.,  iL  9.    «  Jamea,  il  6. 

•  Rev.,  xL  16 ;  Daniel,  iu  44 ;  vil  13-18.  f  John,  xii  31,  32 ;  Pcv.,  xx.  10. 
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be  turned  into  hell,  with  all  the  nations  that  forget  God/  It  is 
this  divine  kingdom,  visible  to  men  now  only  in  the  imperfect 
lives  of  the  weak  heirs  of  it — but  yet  replenished  with  the  power 
of  God — and  chosen  as  his  peculiar  portion ;  which  God  has 
given  to  his  children,  and  through  which  he  will  make  them 
blessed  and  himself  glorious,  beyond  all  that  the  heart  of  man 
can  conceive — and  that  through  eternal  ages. 

6.  When  God  has  given  to  us  his  work  and  glory  as  Creator, 
and  his  work  and  glory  as  Kedeemer — as  I  have  shown  in  the 
two  preceding  paragraphs  ho  has  done ;  there  remains,  as  it 
would  seem,  nothing  else  to  bestow  upon  us.  For  we  bear  to 
God  no  relation  that  is  not  involved  in  our  condition  as  creatures, 
or  our  condition  as  sinners  ;  and  God  bears  no  relation  to  us  that 
is  not  involved  in  his  being  God  our  Creator,  and  God  our  Saviour. 
But  God  has  found  an  inheritance  greater  than  all  besides.  Ho 
has  given  himself  to  us  !  There  can  be  no  approximation  of  the 
finite  to  the  infinite  which  will  not  leave  an  infinite  chasm  be- 
tween the  two :  and  therefore  man  when  created,  however  really 
he  was  an  image  and  likeness  of  God,  stood  very  far  oft*  from 
God.  Compared  with  the  posture  in  which  those,  whose  portion 
God  is,  now  stand,  the  original  posture  of  man  is  not  a  just  illus- 
tration. For  in  the  process  of  restoring  man  to  the  lost  image 
of  God — what  was  done  was  not  a  simple  act  of  infinite  power 
effacing  defilement  and  restoring  the  obscured  image  and  lost 
perfection,  such  as  it  was  :  but  new  and  transcendent  events  oc- 
curred— and  the  very  process  of  restoration  led  to  results  so 
foreign  from  our  human  thinking,  and  so  inscrutable  in  them- 
selves— that  even  after  God  has  carefully  explained  them  to  us, 
and  after  we  have  personally  experienced  their  effects — the  whole 
appears  only  the  more  wonderful.  The  infinite  has  taken  the 
finite  into  mysterious  union  with  itself ;  God  has  become  incar- 
nate in  human  nature.  This  is  the  fundamental  fact :  and  it  is 
no  longer  a  question  of  the  chasm  between  the  finite  and  the 
infinite — but  a  problem  to  be  worked  out  on  this  new  basis,  of  the 
inseparable  union  between  the  two — the  God-man.  The  out- 
working of  that  superhuman  problem  gives  this  result,  namely, 
the  regeneration  of  the  soul  of  fallen  man  by  the  Holy  Ghost — 
and  by  this  means  the  participation  of  humanity  in  its  individual 
aspect,  as  before  in  its  totality — with  the  divine  nature  :  and  so 

*  Psalm  ix.  17. 
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a  aecond  and  very  different  union  of  the  finite  and  the  infinite — 
the  New  Creature.  Upon  this  every  thing  else  follows :  upon 
this  all  else  depends.  We  must  deny  the  incarnation,  or — what 
would  be  futile  after  admitting  it — we  must  deny  the  New  Crea- 
tion :  otherwise  we  have  to  stultify  both  ourselves  and  God,  to 
escape  being  thoroughly  orthodox  and  evangelical.  These  stu- 
pendous events,  these  inscrutable  realities — ^with  so  much  flowing 
from  them  as  is  revealed  by  God  and  understood  by  man ;  con- 
stitute that  condition  of  things  which  is  expressed  by  saying, 
Qoi  himself  is  the  crowning  portion  of  that  immeasurable  inheri- 
tance which  he  bestows  upon  those  who,  through  Jesus  Christ, 
are  adopted  as  his  children  and  declared  to  be  his  heirs.  God 
himself  is  the  satisfying  portion  of  their  souls.  And  in  return, 
their  love  for  God  is  not  only  the  manner  of  service,  and  the  way 
of  recognition,  but  is  the  method  of  enjoying  their  inheritance — 
which  above  all  is  acceptable  to  him.  We  see  so  clearly  our  own 
unworthiness,  we  shrink  so  timidly  from  the  scoffs  of  those  who 
walk  in  darkness,  that  we  understate  the  teachings  of  God,  and 
our  own  most  exalted  communion  with  him.  And  yet,  if  we 
know  any  thing  of  Qod  or  of  our  own  souls,  we  know  assuredly 
that  the  possession  and  enjoyment  of  God  himself,  is  the  consum- 
mation at  once  of  the  glory  which  he  can  derive  from  us,  and  of 
the  felicity  which  we  can  derive  from  him.* 

V. — 1.  In  the  treatment  of  such  subjects  as  these,  it  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  avoid  any  approach  towards  any  exaggera- 
tion, of  the  particular  matter  at  any  time  under  special  considera- 
tion. On  the  other  hand,  the  certainty  and  the  completeness  of 
the  general  result,  depend  upon  our  ability — while  we  discuss 
successive  truths — to  keep  steadily  before  the  mind  the  whole 
proportion  of  faith,  and  the  exact  relation  of  each  particular  truth 
to  all  other  particular  truths,  and  to  the  grand  scheme  of  which 
all  of  them  are  but  elemental  parts.  To  an  infinite  mind  the 
whole  is  but  one  truth,  intuitively  perceived,  and  that  with  per- 
fect clearness.  It  is  a  resource  of  weakness  not  of  strength,  to 
take  that  whole  to  pieces  and  examine  the  parts:  or  to  take  those 
parts  and  by  putting  them  together  reconstruct  that  whole.  And 
in  both  processes,  the  very  weakness  which  exacts  them  is  prone 
to  innumerable  mistakes :  from  which,  in  the  treatment  of  the 

»  1  John,  iil  2 ;  PhiL,  iil  passim;  Col,  iiL  1-4,  9,  10 ;  QaL,  il  20 ;  2  Tim.,  I  14; 
IJohn,  iu.  24;  iy.  12-17. 
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Knowledge  of  God  unto  SalvBtion  as  a  science  of  positive  truth, 
the  greatest  security  is  that  spiritual  insight  which  flows  from  the 
conformity  of  the  soul  itself  to  God. 

2.  Applying  these  observations  to  the  present  subject,  we  are 
to  bear  in  mind  that  all  the  rights  and  liberties,  all  the  privileges 
and  dignities  of  the  sons  and  heirs  of  God,  are  by  no  means  in- 
stantly bestowed  on  them,  for  full,  inmiediate,  and  constant 
enjoyment,  as  soon  as  they  are  adopted  by  God  as  his  children, 
and  declared  to  be  his  heirs.  Nor  is  it  true  that  the  portion 
bestowed  on  each  child  of  God,  is  precisely  equal  to  the  portion 
bestowed  on  every  other  child  of  God,  whether  in  the  kingdom 
of  grace  or  the  kingdom  of  glory,  any  more  than  in  the  dispen- 
sation of  his  providence.  On  the  contrary,  each  one  has  a  lot 
and  a  destiny  peculiarly  his  own,  which  he  must  work  out :  and  . 
answering  thereto  a  crown  peculiarly  his  own,  which  he  will  wear 
forever.  And  the  total  sum  of  all  the  results  will  illustrate  every 
possible  phase  of  the  immensely  diversified  problem,  of  infinite 
grace  successfully  applied  to  save  fallen  and  depraved  creatures, 
under  every  form  of  sin,  in  every  variety  of  fortune,  through  every 
aspect  of  temptation,  by  means  of  every  method  of  divine  deal- 
ing with  cases  all  generically  alike,  but  full  of  complicated  and 
inconceivable  peculiarities  ;  grace  abounding,  grace  triumphant, 
the  one  grand  truth  shining  through  all !  Nor  is  it  true  that 
every  gift  and  every  grace  bestowed  by  God  upon  his  sons  and 
heirs,  has  an  exclusive,  or  even  an  immediate  relation  to  God's 
act  of  Adoption.:  much  less  is  it  true  that  that  act  of  itself  fits 
his  children  and  heirs  for  the  enjoyment  of  their  whole  inheri- 
tance. On  the  contrary,  many  gifts  and  many  graces,  and  many 
acts  and  many  works,  of  divine  love  and  mercy,  have  gone  before 
that  adopting  act  of  God — and  many  will  follow  after ;  all  con- 
spiring to  fit  the  redeemed  sinner  to  be  and  do  what  his  new 
condition  demands.  And  the  same  thing  might  be  said,  nearly 
in  the  same  words,  concerning  almost  every  benefit  of  the  Cov- 
enant of  Redemption,  and  concerning  almost  every  Christian 
grace — one  after  another.  It  is  by  habituating  ourselves  to  the 
contem[)lation  of  the  New  Creature  as  a  real  being — ^as  indeed 
our  very  self;  and  to  the  contemplation  of  the  vital  manifesta- 
tions of  that  New  Creature,  as  so  many  qualities,  acts,  incidents, 
divinely  appropriate  to  such  a  creature  ;  that  we  may  best  pro- 
tect ourselves  from  the  illusions  of  our  imaginations  and  the 
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miBtakes  of  our  reason  ;  and  keep  all  the  graces  and  all  the  rela- 
tions of  that  New  Creature,  in  their  true  position-  with  reference 
to  him,  to  each  other,  to  the  Godhead,  and  to  each  Person  of  the 
adorable  Trinity. 

8.  To  illustrate  this,  in  a  few  words.  We  have  found  this 
child  of  God  a  fallen,  depraved,  and  ruined  enemy  of  his  Crea- 
tor. We  have  seen  his  Creator,  in  infinite  grace,  become  his 
Saviour,  and  proclaim  his  eternal  purpose  to  save  him — and 
reveal  the  plan  by  which  he  would  accomplish  this.  We  have 
traced  the  development  of  this  plan,  till  it  fell  with  equal  power 
and  mercy  upon  this  sinner.  We  have  seen  him  awakened, 
penitent,  believing — united  to  Christ :  and,  examining  more 
closely,  we  have  seen  him  effectually  called  by  God,  regenerated 
by  the  Holy  Ghost — ^justified  by  the  Father — and  now  adopted 
as  a  son  and  heir  of  God :  and  what  further  of  grace  and  glory 
is  in  store  for  him,  remains  for  us  to  truce.  But  it  is  all  the 
while  the  same  soul :  all  the  while  the  things  we  have  been  con- 
sidering are  either  the  vital  manifestations  of  this  soul,  first  in 
its  state  of  sin,  and  then  in  its  state  of  grace  ;  or  else  the  coun- 
sel, purpose,  acts,  and  works,  of  God  the  Father,  Sou,  and  Holy 
Ghost,  concerning,  towards,  upon,  or  in,  this  same  soul  in  its  two 
estates  of  sin  and  grace.  Point  by  point,  every  thing  may  be 
made  clear :  but  even  this  is  a  method  exacted  by  our  weakness 
— as  I  have  pointed  out — with  its  best  remedy,  namely,  a  true 
spiritual  insight.  And,  moreover,  every  separate  point  may  be 
made  clear,  merely  as  a  separate  point,  and  not  as  an  essential 
element  of  the  great  whole  ;  which  latter  office  of  each  truth  is 
indispensable  to  all  adequate  and  secure  possession  of  the  mo- 
mentous subject ;  and  I  have  j)ointcd  out  that  the  security 
against  this  second  danger  from  our  weakness,  lies  in  the  habit 
of  considering  divine  things  in  the  concrete  and  in  the  whole,  as 
they  affect  us.  Let  us  be  humble  under  the  manifold  proof  of 
the  damage  which  sin  has  wrought  to  our  understanding,  even 
while  we  take  comfort  in  the  proof  afforded  by  the  very  discovery 
of  our  weakness,  that  divine  grace  has,  in  some  degree,  restored 
us,  even  in  knowledge,  to  the  lost  image  of  God. 
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8ANCTIFI0ATI0N:  RELATION  TO  THE  PLAN  OF  SALVATION ;  NATURE: 
MEANS:  RELATION  TO  THE  GODHEAD. 

I  1.  The  mutual  Love  of  God  and  his  Children. — 2.  Relation  of  Righteousness  to 
Life :  Sanctification :  Consummation  of  Love. — 3.  The  Life  of  God  in  the  Soul 
nourished  and  advanced  to  Porfeciion. — 4.  Sanctification  compared  with  Adop- 
tion: with  Regeneration :  with  Effectual  Calling:  with  Justification. — 5.  Sancti- 
fication itself  described- — II.  1.  Sanctification  a  Benefit  of  the  Covenant  of  Re- 
demption: Effects  and  Objects  of  it — 2.  A  groat  Work  of  Divme  Grace,  pervading 
the  whole  Man. — 3.  Unequal  in  different  Persons:  Gradual:  Imjperfcct  in  this 
Life:  Finallj  Complete  and  Sure.— 4.  Relation  of  Sanctification  to  Repentance, 
Faith,  and  Love. — 6.  Efforts  of  the  Renewed  Soul  after  Deliverance  from  Pollu- 
tion, and  Perfection  in  Holiness. — IIL  1.  Means  of  Grace  in  our  Sanctification. — 
2.  The  Word  is  the  great  Means:  Divine  Truth  the  Effectual  Instrument. — 3.  All 
the  Ordinances  of  God:  the  Sacraments — Jhe  Sabbath-Day — Religious  Worship— 
Pteaching  the  Word — Prayer — Praise — Alms — Fasting — ^Vows — Discipline. — IV. 

1.  God  the  Author  of  Sanctification:  Its  Peculiar  Relation  to  the  Godhead. — 

2.  The  Power  exerted  therein  exceeds  and  is  opposite  to  all  Power,  except  that  of 
God. — 3.  Its  Exercise  ascribed  to  Jehovah,  to  the  Father,  to  the  Son,  and  to  the 
Holy  Ghost:  Explication  of  this. — i.  This  Work  of  the  Godhead,  and  the  Per- 
sons thereof^  in  Sanctification,  accords  with  the  Admini.stration  of  each,  in  the 
(Economy  of  the  Covenant  of  Redemption. — 5.  We  are  Sanctified  through  the 
Virtue  of  the  Death  and  Resurrection  of  Christ — 6.  Definition  of  Sanctification. 

I. — ^1.  When  the  Scriptures  would  distinctly  express,  or  syste- 
matically explain,  the  sum  and  result  of  the  inward  dealings  of  God 
with  the  souls  of  the  redeemed ;  the  empliatic  characteristic  which  is 
usually  marked  in  them  is,  that  they  love  God.  It  is  for  them  who 
love  God,  that  all  things  work  together  for  good  ;  for  it  is  they 
only  who,  having  been  called  according  to  his  purpose,  thus  love 
him.  The  divine  method  as  explicated  by  God  himself,  begins  by 
pointing  out  the  fact  of  their  love  for  him — and  closes  by  declar- 
ing his  unalterable  and  eternal  love  for  them.  Between  these 
two  points  the  whole  scheme  of  salvation  is  expounded  in  one  of 
the  most  remarkable  passages  contained  in  the  word  of  God.* 
There  is  the  loving  child  of  God  :  and  there  is  God's  infinite  care 
>  Rom.,  viil  2S-^9. 
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over  him.  Would  we  understand  this  ?  Then  understand  and 
accept  the  eternal  purpose  of  God — his  eternal  foreknowledge  of 
his  children,  his  eternal  predestination  of  their  conformity  to  the 
image  of  his  Son.  Understand,  moreover,  and  accept,  their  divine 
calling  in  Christ,  and  their  divine  justification  hy  the  Father, 
.  during  their  mortal  pilgrimage  ;  and  their  assured  glorification, 
begun  in  time,  and  to  be  consummated  in  eternity.  After  this 
ifl  told  to  us,  it  is  easy  to  believe  the  conclusion  of  the  matter, 
namely,  that  God's  love  for  them  will  surmount  all  things,  and 
survive  for  ever. 

2.  Bighteousness  alone  can  give  us  no  title  that  will  endure 
any  bnger  than  it  endures  itself.  While  it  lasts,  it  may  secure 
life  to  us :  if  it  would  secure  eternal  life  to  us,  it  must  be  a 
righteousness  eternally  continued.  If  it  were  otherwise — which 
in  the  nature  of  the  case  it  could  not  be — ^righteous  Adam  had  a 
perfect  title  to  eternal  life  before  he  fell :  and  so  perhaps  had 
Satan ;  and  then  there  was  no  need  of  the  everlasting  righteous- 
ness brought  in  by  the  divine  Mediator  for  the  salvation  of  fallen 
men.  It  has  been  plainly  shown  that  it  is  by  our  adoption  as  sons 
and  heirs  of  God,  that  we  are.  put  in  possession  of  an  indcfoasible 
title  to  his  boundless  inheritance  ;  and  as  a  pjirt  of  it,  the  ever- 
lasting righteousness  of  our  brother  and  joint  heir,  the  Son  of 
God,  made  flesh.  The  very  way  in  which  he  became  the  first 
born  among  many  brethren,  was  that  God  did  predestinate  them 
to  be  conformed  to  the  image  of  his  Son.*  So  that  they  were 
predestinated  to  the  righteousness  itself,  no  less  assuredly  than 
to  all  the  fiuits  which  flow  from  its  possession.  Being,  for  the 
sake  of  that  righteousness  of  Christ,  effectually  called  of  God, 
and  born  again  of  the  Spirit ;  that  righteousness  is  imputed  to 
us  for  our  justification,  and  received  by  us  only  through  Faith. 
And  now,  being  sons  of  God  by  Adoption,  our  Sanctification  is 
the  gradual  consummation  of  that  righteousness  in  the  renewed 
souL  Throughout  all  this  divine  process  of  Sanctification,  Re- 
pentance toward  God  is  a  kind  of  perpetual  revulsion  of  our  new 
nature  against  our  former  estate,  and  the  remains  of  pollution 
still  lurking  in  it ;  a  per{)etual  yearning  of  our  ne«r  nature  after 
fuller  partici[)ation  of  this  Righteousness.  And  Faith,  the  pri- 
meval vital  act  of  our  new  nature,  becomes  the  great  internal 
means  through  which  every  other  part  of  the  wonderful  trans- 

>  Bom.,  yiii.  29. 
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formation,  is  carried  on  and  perfected.  Until,  at  last,  those 
eternal  results  of  which  Faith  is,  to  us  here  below,  at  once  tho 
substance  and  the  evidence,*  are  fully  reached  ;  and  Faith  itself 
is  swallowed  up  in  the  perfect  vision  of  him  who  is  at  once  its 
author  and  its  finisher.'  For  when  mortality  is  swallowed  up  of 
life,  and  death  is  swallowed  up  in  victory:*  what  shall  abide,  will 
be,  that  undying  love  of  God  for  his  children,  and  of  his  children 
for  him,  out  of  which  all  salvation  comes,  and  in  which  all  salva- 
tion will  be  consummated  I* 

3.  By  the  Fall  of  man,  our  whole  race  contracted,  not  only 
guilt,  but  pollution.^  It  lost  also  its  original  righteousness.  But 
it  is  expressly  written,  that  without  holiness  no  man  shall  see  the 
Lord.*  God  himself  is  most  holy ;  and  the  restoration  of  man 
to  the  lost  image  of  his  Creator — and  the  predestinated  con- 
formity of  the  elect  to  the  image  of  the  Son  of  God — can  mean 
no  less,  how  much  soever  more  they  may  mean — than  their  re- 
covery, not  only  of  the  knowledge,  but  of  the  righteousness  and 
true  holiness  of  creatures  having  the  image  and  likeness  of  Grod, 
and  conformity  to  the  image  of  his  Son.  It  is  not  enough  that 
actual  punishment  for  sin  should  be  remitted  ;  nor  even  that  its 
blameworthiness  should  be  overlooked.  Its  impurity  must  be  re- 
moved ;  and  our  personal  holiness  must  be  restored.^  The  sum 
of  all  this,  as  a  divine  work  toward,  and  in  man, — the  Apostle 
in  the  brief  summary  so  often  alluded  to,  expresses  by  three 
words,  namely.  Calling,  Justification,  and  Glorification.*  As  a 
help  to  our  weakness,  the  Church  of  God,  in  all  ages,  and  ex- 
positors of  the  divine  word  of  all  shades  of  opinion,  have 
brought  from  other  portions  of  the  Scriptures  other  terms  inter- 
posed by  the  same  or  some  other  inspired  wTiter,  to  enlarge  this 
brief  description.  I  have,  in  like  manner,  followed  the  chapter 
on  Effectual  Calling  with  one  on  Regeneration,  which  ap- 
pertains to  it ;  and  followed  the  chapter  on  Justification  with 
one  on  Adoption,  which  results,  in  a  manner,  from  it ;  and  now, 
l)Ostponing  the  separate  treatment  of  Glorification  till  we  have 
considered  all  that  precedes  it,  this  chapter  on  Sanctificatiou 
is  added  to  point  out  how  the  children  of  Grod,  after  being 
Effectually  Called,  Begenerated,  Justified,  and  Adopted,  find 

'  Heh.,  xi.  1.  •  Heb.,  xil  2.  »  2  Cor.,  v.  4;  1  Oor.,  xv.  64. 

*  1  John,  iy.  8,  16.         •  Boatoa— Macula.  *  Ileb.,  xii.  14. 
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the  life  of  Grod    sustained  and  advanced   in  the  soul  unto 
perfection. 

4.  Sanctification  is  different  from  Adoption,  though  both  of 
them  relate  to  the  inheritance  of  the  redeemed  :  the  former  con- 
cerning our  fitness  to  possess  and  enjoy  every  thing  to  which  title 
is  given  by  the  latter.  God  having  brought  us  so  far  as  to  adopt 
U8  as  his  sons  and  heirs,  now  proceeds  to  train  us  in  a  manner 
that  makes  us  meet  to  be  partakers  of  the  inheritance  of  the 
saints  in  light.'  Sanctification  is  also  different  from  Regenera- 
tion ;  for  it  is  not  a  new  creation,  which  Regeneration  is,  but  it 
is  the  nurture  and  perfection  of  that  new  creation,  so  far  as  that 
is  accomplished  during  our  mortal  existence.  It  is  different  also 
from  Effectual  Calling :  for  that  relates  to  the  method  of  our 
renewal  in  the  image  of  God,  while  this  relates  to  the  gradual 
progress  of  the  divine  life  within  us,  unto  the  total  completeness 
of  that  renewal  of  man  in  the  divine  image.  It  is  different  from 
Justification,  with  which  it  is  most  frequently  confounded,  and 
with  the  least  reason  of  all.  For  Justification  is  an  act  of  God's 
grace  outward  as  to  us,  while  Sanctification  is  a  work  of  God's 
gnice  within  us  :  the  former,  moreover,  relating  to  our  state,  the 
latter  to  our  nature  ;  the  one  consummated  by  the  Father  in  a 
single  judicial  sentence,  the  other  involving  a  work  of  the  whole 
Godhead,  and  especially  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  uninterruptedly  to 
the  end  of  our  mortal  existence,  to  be  manifested  afterwanls  in 
glory  for  ever.  With  regard  to  sin,  it  is  pardoned  in  Justifica- 
tion ;  but  the  object  of  Sanctification  is  to  purge  it  out,  destroy 
it,  and  supplant  it  with  holiness  :  and  as  touching  holiness,  Jus- 
tification is,  by  means  of  the  righteousness  of  Chrtst  imputed 
to  us,  while  Sanctification  is  the  result  of  that  righteousness 
received  into  the  soul  itself,  as  a  living  and  transforming 
power. 

5.  Sanctification,  considered  of  itself  as  a  work  of  divine  grace, 
must  not  be  confounded  with  sanctity,  or  personal  holiness,  con- 
sidered as  a  quality  in  us.  Personal  holiness  in  us,  sanctity,  is 
the  habit  of  doing  only  what  is  both  true  and  good — that  is,  what 
is  rigJit :  that  state  of  the  new  man  in  which,  by  a  divine  crea- 
tion, not  only  righteousness  in  its  broadest  sense,  but  especially 
true  holiness — the  holiness  of  truth,*  is  the  habit  of  the  souL 
But  man,  so  far  from  having  any  such  sanctity  as  this  by  nature, 

>  OoLy  L  12.  *  LiKatoavvii  not  baiortiTi  rri^  a?.n0elac.    Epb.,  iv.  24. 
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bos  lost  his  original  righteousness  ;  and  has,  besides,  contracted 
a  defilement,  and  reduced  his  nature  to  a  state  and  habit  of  sin, 
precisely  opposite  to  the  holiness  his  nature  needs.  The  process 
of  restoring  that  original  righteousness,  and  perfecting  that  true 
holiness — meantime  healing  and  extirpating  that  inward  state 
and  habit  of  sin  ;  is  that  work  of  grace  whereby  both  the  quality 
and  the  habit  of  human  actions  are  changed,  by  acting  radically 
and  divinely  upon  the  human  soul  itself.  This  vital  progress 
and  steady  mutation  of  the  renewed  soul,  is  what  we»  call  Sancti- 
fication  ;  that  work  of  God's  grace  in  regenerate,  justified,  and 
adopted  believers,  whereby  the  spiritual  acts  and  habits  of  their 
nature  are  changed  from  sin  and  the  fruits  thereof,  to  true  holi- 
ness and  the  fruits  thereof.  Considered  as  a  great  work  of  divine 
grace  within  the  renewed  soul,  it  is  the  method  whereby  God 
renews  us  completely  in  his  lost  image,  and  conforms  us  entirely 
to  the  image  of  his  Son,  restoring  us  to  the  perfect  knowledge 
and  love  of  his  truth,  and  the  complete  fruition  of  his  holiness.* 
For  if  we  have  learned  Christ  aright,  and  have  been  taught  by 
him,  as  the  truth  is  in  Jesus  ;  we  put  ofiF,  concerning  the  former 
conversation,  the  old  man  which  is  corrupt  according  to  tlie  de- 
ceitful lusts  ;  and  are  renewed  in  the  spirit  of  our  mind  ;  and 
put  on  the  new  man  ;  which  after  God  is  created  in  righteous- 
ness and  true  holiness.' 

II. — 1.  The  prophet  Jeremiah,  after  distinctly  foretelling  the 
captivity  of  G^d's  ancient  people,  and  their  return  from  Babylon, 
adds,  as  a  glorious  event  to  occur  afterwards,  and  speaking  in 
the  name  of  Q^d — ^I  will  make  an  everlasting  covenant  with  them, 
that  I  will  not  turn  away  from  them,  to  do  them  good  ;  but  I 
will  put  my  fear  in  their  hearts,  that  they  shall  not  depart  from 
me.*  In  another  place  he  calls  that  everlasting  covenant  new, 
as  compared  with  the  special  and  peculiar  administration  of  his 
grace  tmder  the  Jewish  dispensation  ;  and  describes  clearly  but 
briefly  the  Gospel  state  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace,  in  contrast 
with  the  Mosaic  state  of  it.  Behold  the  days  come,  saith  the 
Lord,  that  I  will  make  a  new  covenant  with  the  house  of  Israel 
and  the  house  of  Judah.  Not  according  to  the  covenant  that  I 
made  with  their  fathers,  in  the  day  that  I  took  them  by  the 
hand  to  bring  them  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt ;  which  my  cove- 
nant they  broke,  although  I  was  a  husband  unto  them,  saith  the 

>  1  OoR,  i.  30;  Ti  11.  •  EpL,  iv.  24;  vL  10-20.  *  Jer.,  xxxil  40. 
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Lord.  But  this  shall  be  the  covenant  that  I  will  make  with  the 
house  of  Israel  afler  those  days,  saith  the  Lord  ;  I  will  put  my 
law  in  their  inward  parts,  and  write  it  in  their  hearts  ;  and  will 
be  their  Gkxl,  and  they  shall  be  my  people.  And  they  shall  teach 
no  more  every  man  his  neighbour,  and  every  man  his  brother,  say- 
ing. Know  the  Lord  :  for  they  shall  all  know  me,  from  the  least 
of  them  unto  the  greatest  of  them,  saith  the  Lord  ;  and  I  will 
remember  their  sin  no  more.'  Supposing  these  remarkable  state- 
ments to  have  an  application  to  the  Jewish  people  far  more  exact 
than  has  yet  been  realized  ;  that,  so  far  from  weakening,  increases 
the  light  they  throw  on  the  manner  of  God's  gracious  dealings, 
under  the  Gospel  aspect  of  his  everlasting  covenant,  with  the 
souls  of  his  people.  The  very  thing  which  happens,  as  God's 
children  are  more  and  more  conformed  to  him  in  their  progressive 
sanctification  is,  that  God  becomes  more  manifestly  their  God, 
and  they  become  more  manifestly  his  people ;  they  know  him 
better  continually,  and  love  him  more  as  they  know  him  better ; 
and  all  this  occurs  by  God  putting  his  law  in  their  inward  parts, 
and  writing  it  in  their  hearts.  And  so,  out  of  the  bosom  of  the 
Christian  Church,  in  the  earliest  practical  manifestation  of  these 
ancient  promises,  the  Apostle  Peter  proclaims  the  realization  of 
God's  declarations  to  Jeremiah.  For  exhorting  the  elect  scat- 
tered through  the  nations,  to  desire,  as  new-born  babes,  the  sin- 
cere milk  of  the  word  that  they  might  grow  thereby :  beseeching 
them,  if  they  had  tasted  that  the  Lord  was  gi-acious,  to  come  to 
him  as  unto  a  living  stone,  disallowed  indeed  of  men,  but  chosen 
of  God  and  precious  :  he  asserts  that  to  all  believers  he  is  pre- 
cious, and  that  it  was  in  order  to  show  forth  the  praises  of  him 
who  had  called  them  out  of  darkness,  into  his  marvellous  light, 
that  they  who  had  been  no  people,  had  become  the  people  of  God, 
and  were  now  a  chosen  generation,  a  royal  priesthood,  a  holy  na- 
tion, a  peculiar  people.'  And  with  all  these  things  agree  innu- 
merable statements  of  the  word  of  God.  We  are  not,  therefore, 
allowed  to  doubt,  that  our  Sanctification  is  one  of  the  chief 
benefits  of  God's  eternal  Covenant  of  Redemption  ;  and  that  it  is 
no  illusion,  but  a  great  and  inevitable  reality  concerning  the  true 
life  of  God  in  the  soul  of  man  ;  the  result  of  a  peculiar,  gradual, 
and  sustained  work  of  divine  grace  in  the  elect  of  God — com- 
pleting the  inward  transformation  which  commenced  in  their 
*  Jer.,  xxri.  31-34.  «  l  Poter,  iL  1-10. 
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Effectual  Calling^  and  which  was  established  in  their  Regenera- 
tion ;  completing  too  their  fitness  for  that  vast  inheritance  to 
which,  partly  in  their  JustificatioD,  and  fully  in  their  Adoption, 
they  were  declared  by  Grod  to  be  in  possession  of  a  complete  and 
irrevocable  title. 

2.  Concerning  the  nature  of  this  great  work  of  grace,  the 
most  obvious  peculiarity  is,  its  absolute  totality  with  reference 
to  the  whole  nature  of  man.  The  very  God  of  peace  sanctify  you 
wholly  ;  and  I  pray  God  your  whole  spirit,  soul  and  body,  be 
preserved  blameless  unto  the  coming  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ* 
A  Sanctification  extending  to  the  whole  man — and  to  every  ele- 
ment of  his  being  :  yea,  so  extending,  that  his  spirit — his  soul — 
and  his  very  body  may  be  preserved  blameless  ;  so  that  when 
Christ,  who  is  our  life,  shall  appear,  then  shall  we  also  appear 
with  him  in  glory.*  For  in  him  dwelleth  all  the  fulness  of  the 
Grodhead  bodily,  and  we  are  complete  in  him,  which  is  the  head 
of  all  principality  and  power.*  The  Spirit  which  is  the  essence 
of  our  being,  and  the  very  condition  of  our  existence  in  the  image 
and  after  the  likeness  of  God  ;  the  soul  concerning  which  it  is 
said  that  God  breathed  into  the  nostrils  of  Adam  the  breath  of 
life,  and  man  became  a  living  soul  -/  the  vile  body,  frail,  sinful, 
dying — yet  awaiting  a  glorious  resurrection,  and  which  may  be 
80  used  by  God's  children,  as  that  even  it  may  be  preserved 
blameless,  perfecting  holiness  in  the  fear  of  God  :  concerniDg  all, 
the  exhortation  to  us  is  to  cleanse  ourselves  from  all  filthiuess  of 
the  flesh  and  spirit.'  And  while  we  are  thus  clearly  taught  the 
all-pervading  nature  of  this  stedfast  transformation  from  dark- 
ness to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God  ;  we  are  as 
distinctly  taught,  on  the  other  hand,  that  there  can  be  no  such 
thing  in  the  divine  life  in  man,  as  a  partial  existence  of  vitality 
—one  part  pure,  and  another  impure— some  sins  mortified  and 
strangled  while  others  are  allowed  and  cherished.  Much  less  is 
there  any  rule  of  compensation  by  which  one  excess  which  we 
persuade  ourselves  is  good,  can  be  sot  against  another  excess, 
which  we  fear  may  be  evil ;  and  least  of  all  can  we  compensate 
by  outward  acts — even  the  giving  of  our  body  to  be  burned — ^for 
inward  defilement,  which  nothing  but  an  inward  work  of  divine 
grace  can  reach.  Along  with  such  deep  and  obvious  truths,  the 
divine  standard  of  holiness  is  exalted  before  us  to  the  ver}' 
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heavens,  and  promises  of  divine  aid  in  our  endeavours  after  it 
are  mingled  with  divine  exhortations  and  commands  to  us,  to 
make  the  most  earnest  efforts  after  complete  conformity  to  God. 
Nay,  when  every  thing  else  fails  to  stimulate  the  renewed  soul  to 
that  earnestness  which  God  requires  in  our  pursuit  of  the  infinite 
prize  set  before  us  ;  he  hides  his  face  from  us,  that  we  may  realize 
more  adequately  that  he  is  the  only  satisfying  portion  of  the  soul. 
And  so  in  every  form  in  which  a  subject  so  immense,  and  interests 
so  transcendent,  can  be  presented  to  the  heirs  of  eternal  life  ; 
the  one  great  conception  of  total  conformity  to  God — absolute 
consecration  to  his  service — engrossing  love  for  his  cause — liis 
name — ^himself,  pervades  the  divine  word,  and  pervades  the  sanc- 
tified heart,  as  the  sum  of  all  true  blessedness  on  earth,  and  the 
real  preparation  for  eternal  felicity  and  glory. 

3.  A  work  of  this  sort  must  needs  be  unspeakably  various — we 
may  say  unequal — when  one  Christian  heart  is  compared  with 
another — ^in  the  boundless  diversities  of  spiritual  experience,  and 
spiritual  attainments.  It  must,  of  necessity,  also,  be  gradual ; 
and  cannot,  in  this  life,  ever  be  absolutely  perfect,  in  the  sense 
that  no  further  attainment  can  be  made,  or  in  the  sense  that  no 
remains  of  sin  are  left  to  be  subdued.  AH  these  conditions  have 
a  certain  mutual  dependence  on  each  other.  If  absolute  perfec- 
tion in  our  conformity  to  God  were  attainable  in  our  present 
state  ;  it  is  not  easy  to  see  how  any  diversity  of  experience  could 
exist,  cither  in  the  process  of  reaching  the  one  absolute  type  of 
the  immaculate  holiness  of  the  one  living  and  true  God,  or  in  the 
result  alter  it  was  reached  ;  any  more  than  how  any  thing  could 
be  left,  after  that,  for  heaven  itself  to  add  to  us.  The  case  is 
far  otherwise.  There  arc  endless  diversities  in  the  endowments 
of  the  creature — in  the  operations  of  the  Spirit — in  the  gifts  of 
G^d — in  the  administration  of  the  Lord — in  the  manifestations 
of  the  Spirit  given  to  men  to  profit  withal.*  Under  all  these 
diverse  conditions,  each  soul  incurs  a  threefold  operation  ;  one  to 
put  off  the  old  man — one  to  be  renewed  in  the  spirit  of  the  mind 
— one  to  put  on  the  new  man.'  Every  soul  must  be  planted  to- 
gether with  Christ  in  the  likeness  of  his  death,  and  must  be 
planted  also  in  the  likeness  of  his  resurrection  ;  we  must  die 
with  Christ,  and  we  must  live  with  him.*  Our  nature  has  indeed 
been  renewed — or  else  it  is  idle  to  say  a  word  about  Sanctification. 

*  1  Cor.,  xu.  4-12.  a  Eph.,  iv.  22,  24.  •  Rom.,  vL  6,  8. 
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Bat  with  that  very  renewal,  the  great  spiritual  warfare  com- 
menced— the  spirit  lusting  against  the  flesh,  and  the  flesh  lusting 
against  the  spirit ;  and  these  contrary  the  one  to  the  other ; 
80  that  we  cannot  do  the  things  that  we  would.*  Between  the 
putting  oflF  the  old  man,  and  the  putting  on  the  new  man,  the 
Apostle,  as  we  have  just  seen,  expressly  locates  the  necessity  of 
being  renewed  in  the  spirit  of  our  mind.'  The  work  of  stripping 
the  soul  of  its  polluted  habiliments ;  the  work  of  clothing  the 
soul  in  its  heavenly  vestments;  the  work  of  making  the  spirit  of 
the  mind — ^the  habit  of  the  soul — recoil  from  its  old  and  conform 
to  its  new  life.  In  all  this  work  wrought  in  the  name  and  for 
the  sake  of  Christ — the  divine  Spirit  respects  God's  work  of  cre- 
ation— and  deals  with  us  as  rational,  moral,  free  creatures.  And 
80  by  his  sanctifying  work,  he  more  and  more  subdues  our  wills, 
enlightens  our  understandings,  purifies  our  hearts,  enables  and 
inclines  us  to  love  and  to  enjoy  God — performing,  until  the  day 
of  Jesus  Christ,  the  good  work  which  he  hath  begun  in  us.*  And 
yet  when  we  consider  that  in  our  flesh  dwelleth  no  good  thing, 
and  that  even  when  to  will  is  present  with  us,  we  see  another  law 
in  our  members  warring  against  the  law  of  our  mind,  and  bring- 
ing us  into  captivity  to  the  law  of  sin  which  is  in  our  members  ;* 
we  can  easily  understand  the  nature  of  the  peril  that  our  progress 
in  holiness  may  be  slow,  interrupted,  and  marked  by  many  back- 
slidings  :  and  the  reason  why  it  can  never  be  perfectly  achieved 
until  this  mortal  shall  have  put  on  immortality — this  corruptible 
shall  have  put  on  incorruption.*  And  this  is  the  very  method  of 
Grod,  in  all  his  works.  One  degree  after  another,  whether  of 
grace  or  glory  ;  one  exaltation  after  another  in  endless  dispensa- 
tions— cycle  after  cycle — higher  and  higher  for  evermore.  Though 
we  must  say  of  all  our  righteousnesses,  that  they  are  but  as  filthy 
rag8,  and  though  we  must  feel  that  sin  doth  so  easily  beset  us  ; 
yet  we  run  with  patience  the  race  set  before  us,  looking  unto 
Jesus,  the  author  and  finisher  of  our  faith.*  Nor  can  wo,  without 
denying  the  faith  and  outraging  the  unchangeable  love  of  God, 
distrust  his  promise — nay,  his  covenant — nay,  his  oath — to  pre- 
pare his  children  for  their  infinite  inheritance,  and  bring  them  to 
its  eternal  enjoyment.' 

»  GaL,  v.  17.  •  Eph.,  iv.  23.  '  PhiL,  i.  6 ;  PsaL  11  10 ;  Ezek.,  xxxvi  2& 
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4  This  general  work  of  divine  grace  on  onr  renewed  nature^ 
has  a  peculiar  relation  to  particular  graces  of  the  Spirit ;  espe- 
cially to  Repentance,  to  Faith,  and  to  the  Love  of  God  shed 
abroad  in  the  soul.  It  is  not  possible  for  us  to  conceive  how  a 
free,  spiritual  being,  can  hate  and  shun  any  thing  as  sinful,  ex- 
cept as  it  discerns  truly  the  sinfulness  of  the  thing  ;  nor  how  it 
can  hate  and  shun  it  more  and  more,  except  as  it  more  and  more 
discerns  truly  the  exceeding  sinfulness  of  sin.  In  like  manner, 
such  a  being,  in  order  to  love  and  cleave  to  what  is  good,  must 
discern  truly  the  goodness  of  the  object ;  and  to  increase  in  its 
love  and  desire  for  any  thing,  it  must  increase  in  the  clearness  of 
its  perception  that  it  is  good.  But  this  is  the  nature  of  the 
double  office  of  Bepentance  :  which  out  of  a  just  apprehension 
of  the  true  nature  of  sin — Abates  it  and  turns  from  it ;  and  out  of 
a  just  apprehension  of  the  mercy  of  Qod  in  Christ  Jesus,  turns  to 
God  with  a  set  purpose  of  heart  after  a  new  obedience.'  Except 
therefore  in  the  continual  exercise  of  one  or  other  office  of  the 
grace  of  Bepentance — there  is  no  possibility  of  growth  in  grace — 
and  therefore  none  of  our  Sanctification.  We  see  in  this  how 
iutile  it  is  to  suppose,  that  we  can  ever  attain  sinless  perfection 
in  this  life  :  for  surely  the  blessed  Lord  had  never  commanded  all 
his  people,  always,  to  pray  for  the  forgiveness  of  their  daily 
transgressions — if  they  committed  none  ;  any  more  than  to  pray 
for  daily  bread  if  they  need  none.  We  see  also,  how  our  growth 
in  grace  must  necessarily  be  gradual  and  constant,  in  proportion 
as  God  withdraws  the  veil  which  obscures  the  true  nature  of  sin, 
and  discloses  its  hatefulness  more  and  more  to  the  renewed  soul ; 
and  in  proportion  as  he  discloses,  on  the  other  hand,  his  own 
beauty  and  excellence  and  glory  more  and  more  ;  and  in  propor- 
tion, also,  as  he  quickens  us  in  the  power  of  our  new  life,  of 
which  both  as  to  its  reality  and  its  actual  state,  the  grace  whose 
use  I  am  illustrating  is  a  manifestation  so  constant  and  so  deci- 
sive. In  like  manner,  as  the  whole  conception  of  grace  towards 
us,  involves  continually  and  fundamentally  the  idea  of  the  divine 
Mediator  between  God  and  man  ;  so  every  idea  we  can  form  of 
Sanctification,  is  relative  to  him — and  all  growth  in  grace  by  us, 
is  some  increase  in  our  likeness  to  him — some  augmentation  of 
the  power  of  his  life  in  us.  But  Faith  in  him,  while  it  is  the 
only  conceivable  method  of  our  spiritual  union  with  him,  is  at  the 

'  Acta,  xzvl  IS. 
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same  time  the  first  and  the  most  constant  manifestation  of  our 
new  birth,  and  the  channel  through  which  all  life  and  grace  that 
come  immediately  firom  him  to  us,  are  communicated  to  the  soul. 
In  proportion,  therefore,  to  the  strength,  the  simplicity,  the 
purity  and  activity  of  our  Faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  must 
necessarily  be  the  power  of  that  new  life  which  we  share  with  the 
Lord  from  heaven  ;  and  in  the  same  degree  must  be  the  sted- 
fastness  of  our  growth  in  grace,  and  the  final  completeness  of 
our  Sanctification.  It  is  not  merely  a  figure  of  speech  to  say, 
that  Faith  is  not  only  the  evidence  of  things  not  seen,  but  is  also 
the  substance  of  things  hoped  for/  For  grace  and  truth  come 
by  Jesus  Christ ;  and  of  his  fulness  have  we  all  received,  and 
grace  for  grace  ;  grace  in  all  his  children  responsive  to  the  bound- 
less grace  in  him,  in  whom  dwelt  all  the  fulness  of  the  Godhead 
bodily.*  It  is  wonderful  to  observe  how  these  first  and  simplest 
graces  of  the  Spirit — these  earliest  manifestations  of  the  life  of 
Grod  in  the  soul  of  man — are  made  effectual  unto  the  very  highest 
attainments  the  soul  is  capable  of  making.  Bepcntance  toward 
God  and  Faith  toward  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ — the  conditions  of 
salvation  itself — which  are  as  familiar  to  the  very  humblest  child 
of  God,  as  the  path  in  which  the  wayfaring  man  habitually  walks, 
is  to  him  ;  are  nevertheless,  the  very  means  by  which  every  diffi* 
culty  is  solved,  every  obstacle  surmounted,  and  the  highest  form 
of  spiritual  life  finally  attained.  The  result  of  this  growth  in 
grace,  as  I  have  shown  is  general,  not  partial ;  it  is  the  Sanctifi- 
cation of  the  whole  man — and  it  is,  at  every  step  of  the  process, 
a  work  involving  the  whole  man.  Nevertheless,  there  is  a  special 
and  infallible  mark  of  the  progress,  the  particular  stage,  and  the 
result  of  this  great  work  of  grace.  He  who  exercises  Faith  in 
Jesus  Christ,  proves  thereby  that  he  is  bom  of  God  ;  so  he  who 
loves  Gk)d  supremely,  proves  thereby  that  he  is  sanctified.  The 
very  end  of  the  circumcision  of  the  heart  by  God  is,  that  we  may 
love  the  Lord  our  God  with  all  our  heart,  and  \vith  all  our  souL* 
And  the  first  and  great  commandment  both  of  the  Law  and  the 
Gt)spel  is  couched  in  those  words.*  The  very  end  of  the  com- 
mandment is  charity,  out  of  a  pure  heart,  and  of  a  good  con- 
science, and  of  faith  unfeigned.*  Faith  itself  works  by  love  :' 
and  80  working  both  purifies  the  heart  and  overcomes  the  world. 

«  Heb.,  xi  1.  •  John,  i  16,  17 ;  Col.,  it  9.        8  Deut,  xxx.  6. 

*  Deut,  Yi  6;  Matt,  xxiL  37.     *  1  Tun.,  L  6.  «  GaL,  v.  6. 
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But  there  is  no  need  of  proving  by  numerous  texts  that  which 
belongs  to  the  very  structure  of  revealed  religion.  The  first  rela- 
tion between  God  and  man  was  a  relation  of  boundless  mutual 
love  :  the  second  relation  is  one  of  unalterable  love  of  God  to  his 
elect — and  of  pollution  and  bate  on  their  part :  the  third  is  still 
love  on  the  part  of  God — and  love  on  the  part  of  the  regenerate 
sinner,  commencing  with  his  new  birth,  and  increasing  with  his 
growth  in  grace  :  the  last  is  the  consummation  of  God's  love  to 
man,  and  the  restoration  of  the  glorified  man  to  a  love  for  God, 
of  which  the  primeval  man  had  no  ability,  no  conceptiou.  It  is 
the  love  of  God  shed  abroad  in  the  heart  by  the  Holy  Ghost,' 
which  is  at  once  the  test  of  our  actual  relation  to  him,  the  meas- 
ure of  our  enjoyment  of  him,  and  the  distinctive  element  in  our 
fitness  and  our  ability  to  serve  him.  Beyond  all  this,  it  is  imme- 
diately relevant  both  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  our  infinite 
inheritance  ;  for  the  things  which  eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear 
heard,  neither  have  entered  into  the  heart  of  man,  are  the  things 
which  God  hath  prepared  for  them  that  love  him.* 

5.  I  have  pointed  out  in  a  previous  chapter  the  ordinary 
efforts  and  experience  of  the  human  soul,  in  the  matter  of  our 
Effectual  Calling  of  God  anterior  to  our  Regeneration  ;  and  now 
we  are  to  consider  very  briefly  the  peculiar  nature  of  that  force, 
and  the  form  of  it,  which  the  new  creature  is  able  to  put  forth 
in  its  own  gradual  Sanctiflcation.  It  is  manifest  that  we  can 
put  forth  no  force  concurring  with  any  outward  act  of  God 
towards  us,  and  preceding  the  finished  act  of  God  ;  and  that 
with  reganl  to  all  of  them,  as,  for  example,  his  act  justifying, 
and  his  act  adopting  us,  the  utmost  ability  of  man  is  some  act 
responsive  to  the  gracious  act  of  God,  performed  after  it,  and 
performed  in  consequence  of  a  gracious  ability  previously  con- 
ferred by  God ;  as,  for  example,  our  receiving  the  imputed 
righteousness  of  Christ,  by  faith — which  faith  is  the  result  of  our 
previous  regeneration  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  The  impotence  of 
man  to  the  change  of  his  own  nature,  as  well  as  the  peculiar 
nature  of  his  passivity  in  that  great  spiritual  change  which  the 
Scriptures  call  his  new  birth  ;  have  been  sufficiently  explained 
in  another  place.  But  now  that  we  are  born  again,  the  case  does 
not  stand  exactly  as  it  did.  We  can  indeed  do  nothing  to  create 
ourselves  ;  but  being  already  created  with  capacities  competent 
»  Rom.,  V.  6.  •  1  Cor.,  ii.  9. 
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to  the  greatest  undertakings,  and  whose  ver)'  nature  it  is  to  be 
enlarged  and  perfected  by  use  ;  it  is  t  be  reverse  of  true  to  allege 
that  culture  produces  no  lasting  effect — tbat  effort  has  no  per- 
manent result ;  or,  on  the  other  hand,  that  imbecile  indifference, 
voluntary  ignorance,  and  sinful  self-indulgence,  leave  no  traces 
on  our  noblest  powers.  Thus  the  endeavours  of  the  new  creature 
to  liberate  itself  from  native  pollution,  and  to  increase  in  con- 
formity to  God,  are  contemplated  in  every  divine  command  and 
encouragement  tending  to  our  growth  in  grace ;  and,  either  ex- 
pressly or  impliedly,  the  active  co-operation  of  the  renewed  soul 
seems  to  be  always  recognized  in  the  process  of  its  own  sanctifica- 
tion.  The  number  of  such  Scriptures  is  very  great.  Thus  the 
Apostle  Paul  says  to  the  saints  at  Colosse,  that  although  Christ 
be  all  and  in  all, — Ye  have  put  off  the  old  man  with  his  deeds, 
and  have  put  on  the  new  man,  which  is  renewed  in  knowledge 
after  the  image  of  him  that  created  him.*  And  still  more  dis- 
tinctly to  the  saints  at  Philippi,  Work  out  your  own  salvation 
with  fear  and  trembling,  for  it  is  God  who  worketh  in  you  both  to 
will  and  to  do,  of  his  good  pleasure.* '  Nothing  can  be  more  de- 
cisive than  this.  The  saints  are  exhorted  to  address  themselves 
to  the  work  of  their  personal  salvation  :  the  temper  of  mind  in 
which  they  should  do  this  is  that  awe  becoming  him,  with 
whom  they  have  to  do,  and  that  solicitude  appropriate  to  the 
vast  interest  at  stake  ;  the  encouragement  offered  to  them  is 
God's  working  in  them  in  all  things — for  willing  and  doing  em- 
brace every  thing ;  the  result  is  the  total  product  of  his  grace. 
Practically,  so  great  is  the  influence  of  spiritual  things  upon  the 
soul  that  is  earnestly  engaged  with  them,  that  the  habitual  com- 
plexion of  our  spiritual  experience  is  taken  from  the  objects  we 
habitually  contemplate.  And  so  it  is  said.  We  all  with  open 
face  beholding  as  in  a  glass  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  are  changed 
into  the  same  image  from  glory  to  glory,  even  as  by  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord.'  We  ought  not  to  forget  for  a  moment  the  magnitude 
of  the  work  which  is  to  be  accomplished,  nor  the  perfection  of  it 
>  Col,  m.  9, 11. 

*  T':Tef)  Ttic  cvSoKiac:  if  ^w  be  supplied,  according  to  the  English,  one  sense  is 
given :  but  if  v/iuv  be  supplied,  a  dififoront  and  possibly  better  sense,  making  the 
phrase  mean — prater  deaiderium :  thus,  for  it  is  God  who  workelh  in  you  both  to  will 
and  to  dOf  beyond  your  longing  desire :  which  is  the  apparent  sense  of  the  Qreek,  if 
nothing  be  supplied. 

•  PhiL,  II  12,  13.  »  2  Cor.,  ill  la 
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when  it  shall  be  fully  done.  The  divine  nature  condescended  to 
take  human  nature  into  eternal  union  with  itself,  in  the  person 
of  the  Son  of  Crod  ;  and  human  nature  is  to  be  elevated  to  eter- 
nal participation  of  the  divine  nature,  in  the  person  of  every  re- 
deemed sinner.  A  single  act  of  the  Son  of  Grod,  assuming  human 
nature,  perfected  that  union  of  God  and  man.  But  what  innu- 
merable acts,  and  how  amazing  and  multiplied  in  the  case  of 
every  child  of  God,  before  that  participation  is  completely 
achieved  by  them  all  1  And  in  every  one,  after  what  grace,  and 
mercy,  and  love  of  God  ;  after  what  anguish  on  account  of  sin, 
what  efforts  to  subdue  it,  what  conflicts,  what  victories,  what 
hosannahs  in  the  highest ! 

III. — 1.  Having  now  endeavoured  to  explain,  under  the  first 
general  division,  the  relation  of  Sanctification  to  the  plan  of  sal- 
vation, and  under  the  second,  the  nature  of  it  as  exhibited  by 
some  of  its  most  distinguishing  characteristics ;  it  is  necessary  to 
enquire  more  particularly  by  what  means  it  is  carried  on  in  the  soul, 
and  in  what  manner  it  is  related  to  the  Godhead  as  the  author 
of  it  No  terms  are  more  familiar  to  the  people  of  God  than 
Means  of  Orace — means,  that  is,  whereby  the  grace  of  God  is 
made  effectual  to  the  salvation  of  sinners.  And  the  complete 
provision  of  those  means  of  grace  by  God,  and  their  universal 
applicability  and  use  in  saving  men,  and  the  intimate  connection 
between  them  and  the  whole  course  of  the  divine  life  in  man, 
furnish  a  distinctive  proof  that  the  supernatural  method  of 
divine  grace  and  salvation  is  not  miraculous,  in  any  proper  sense; 
while,  at  the  same  time,  the  manifest  and  declared  inefficacy  of 
all  these  means,  merely  of  themselves,  to  produce  the  effects 
which  follow  from  their  use,  is  an  equally  distinctive  proof  that 
the  system  of  grace  and  salvation  to  which  they  appertain,  is  not 
natural,  in  any  proper  sense.  It  is,  therefore,  both  absurd  in 
it43elf  and  irreverent  toward  God,  for  us  to  devise  other  means 
than  those  appointed  by  him  ;  for  us  to  neglect  the  diligent  use 
of  all  those  means  he  has  commanded,  and  for  us  to  rely  on  those 
he  has  appointed,  otherwise  than  in  the  way,  to  the  extent,  and  for 
the  purpose,  revealed  by  him.  Amongst  the  benefits  of  the  Cov- 
enant of  Eedemption,  those  which  are  the  most  nearly  connected 
with  the  means  of  grace,  are  those  which  relate  to  our  first  en- 
grafting into  Christ,  and  those  which  relate  to  the  subsequent 
increase  of  the  power  of  our  new  life  within  us.    And  between 
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these  there  is  this  wide  difference^  that  in  the  former  case  they 
are  addressed  to  the  natural  man,  to  whom  they  are  foolishness,* 
for  the  purpose  of  awakening,  enlightening,  and  quickening  him; 
while,  in  the  latter  case,  they  are  addressed  to  the  new  man,  to 
whom  they  are  very  precious,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to 
grow  in  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ.'  It  is,  therefore,  in  this  very  matter  of  our  Sanc- 
tification  that  the  means  appropriate  to  that  great  and  constant 
work  of  grace,  are  at  once  most  obviously  needful  and  most  gen- 
erally fruitful 

2.  The  word  of  God  is  the  great  means  of  the  sanctification 
of  penitent  and  believing  sinners.  Our  divine  Eedeemer  said  to 
his  Apostles,  as  he  and  they  sat  together  after  the  last  supper 
was  ended.  Now  are  ye  clean  through  the  word  which  I  have 
spoken  unto  you,'  And  when  his  discourse  to  his  Apostles  was 
ended,  addressing  himself  to  his  Father,  he  said,  concerning  those 
whom  the  Father  had  given  him.  Sanctify  them  through  thy 
truth  ;  thy  word  is  truth.  As  thou  hast  sent  me  into  the  world, 
even  so  have  I  also  sent  them  into  the  world.  And  for  their 
sakes  I  sanctify  myself,  that  they  also  might  be  sanctified 
through  the  truth.*  Having  respect  to  human  nature  in  its  ab- 
solute essence,  and  in  all  its  known  qualities  and  modes  of  op- 
eration, we  are  not  able  to  conceive  how  the  understanding  of  a 
renewed  soul  could  increase  in  divine  knowledge,  its  conscience 
increase  in  divine  sanctity,  its  will  increase  in  conformity  to  the 
will  of  God,  otherwise  than  by  the  instrumentality  of  divine 
truth  ;  while  we  are  also  unable  to  conceive  how  it  could  fail  to 
do  so,  under  the  application  of  divine  truth  to  it  with  the  power 
of  God.  And  such,  in  both  respects,  is  the  universal  practical 
result.  And  such  is  the  uniform  and  multiplied  testimony  of  the 
sacred  Scriptures.*  Indeed,  the  very  thing  which  the  grace  of 
God  that  bringeth  salvation  has  taught  all  men  is,  that  denying 
ungodliness  and  worldly  lusts,  we  should  live  soberly,  righteously 
and  godly  in  this  present  world  ;  looking  for  that  blessed  hope, 
and  the  glorious  appearing  of  the  great  God  and  our  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ ;  who  gave  himself  for  us,  that  he  might  redeem  us 
from  all  iniquity,  and  purify  unto  himself  a  peculiar  people,  zeal- 

'  1  Cor.,  iL  14.  «  2  Pet,  iil  18.  »  John,  xv.  3. 

*  John,  XV.  17-19. 

•  Pfc.  cxix.  142-161 J  1  Cor.,  vl  11 ;  Eph.,  v.  26 ;  1  Km.,  iv.  5j  1  Pet,  L  22. 
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ous  of  good  works.*  And  this  embraces,  equally,  all  holy  Scrip- 
tures which  indiscrimiDately — the  whole  of  it — ^is  not  only  the 
instrument  of  our  Sanctification,  but  the  rule  of  our  New  Obe- 
dience, able  to  make  us  wise  unto  salvation,  through  faith  that 
is  in  Christ  Jesus.  For  all  Scripture  is  given  by  inspiration  of 
God,  and  is  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  correction,  for 
instruction  in  righteousness  :  that  the  man  of  God  may  be  per- 
fect, thoroughly  furnished  unto  all  good  works.' 

8.  In  a  strict  sense,  whatever  can  with  propriety  be  called  a 
means  of  grace  is  implicitly  contained  in  the  declaration,  that 
the  word  of  God  is  the  instrument  of  our  Sanctification.  No 
doubt  the  divine  truth  itself  has  an  efficacy  in  this  way  peculiar 
to  itself;  and  that  all  the  means  revealed  in  the  Scriptures  for 
making  divine  truth  effectual,  have  an  efficacy  peculiar  to  each 
one.  But  that  these  are  means  at  all,  depends,  as  to  us,  upon 
the  single  fact  that  God  has  appointed  them^  which  fact  can  be 
ascertained  only  by  the  testimony  of  the  word  itself  The  whole 
of  these  are  ordinances  of  God,  not  excepting  even  the  divine 
Word.  The  chief  of  them  are,  the  Sacraments  of  the  Covenant 
of  Bedemption,  instituted  by  Christ  in  liis  church  to  signify  and 
seal  to  his  followers  the  benefits  of  his  mediation  :'  the  Sabbath 
day  which  God  blessed  and  sanctified  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world,  and  afterwards  embodied  in  the  ten  commandments  which 
contain  a  divine  summary  of  the  Moral  Law,  oblii^atory  upon  all 
mankind:*  the  religious  worship  of  God,  both  public  and  private, 
with  the  i)reaching  of  the  word,  the  offering  of  prayer,  and  the 
singing  of  the  praises  of  God  :«  to  which,  in  a  lower  sense,  are 
to  be  added  Alms,  Fasting,  and  Lawful  Vows  :•  nor  should  the 
exercise  of  Discipline,  so  emphatically  commanded  by  God,  be 
overlooked/  Very  nearly  connected,  therefore,  with  our  grow^th 
in  grace,  and  immediately  relevant  to  our  Sanctification,  both  as 
means  of  i)romoting  it,  and  as  manifestations  of  it,  are  the  New 
Obedience,  Good  Works,  and  the  Spiritual  Warfare.  Any  just 
consideration  of  these  immense  resources  of  GcxUs  church  and 
people,  ought  to  fill  our  hearts  with  awe  and  joy.  They  have  all 
been  provided  by  Christ  for  the  gathering  and  perfecting  his 

>  Titus,  il  11-14.  *  2  Tim.,  ui.  16-17. 

«  Matt,  xxvL,  26,  27;  xxviii.  19.  *  Gen,,  iL  3 ;  Exod.,  xx.  8-11. 

«  Deut.,  xii.  32 ;  2  Tim.,  iv.  2 ;  PhiL,  iv.  5 ;  Col.,  iiu  16. 

•  1  John,  iii.  17,  18;  Matt,  xiL  15;  EccL,  v.  4,  6. 

7  Hob.,  xuL  17 ;  1  Theaa.,  v.  12,  13. 
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saints,  in  this  life,  to  the  end  of  the  world  :  and  it  is  he  who  bj 
his  presence,  and  his  Spirit,  according  to  his  promise,  makes  them 
all  effectual/  The  narrowness  of  my  limits,  and  the  strictness 
of  my  method,  do  not  permit  me  to  enlarge  upon  any  of  them 
here :  which  is  of  the  less  consequence,  as  they  will  all  receive 
farther  consideration  as  we  advance  in  the  disclosure  of  the  sub- 
jective effects  of  the  Knowledge  of  God. 

IV. — 1.  And  now  we  reach  the  climax  of  this  matter,  in 
reaching  the  author  of  all  these  wonderful  provisions  for  a  work 
of  grace,  not  less  wonderful  than  they  ;  the  adorable  God,  from 
whose  bosom  all  grace  flows,  and  with  it  all  power  that  makes 
grace  effectual.  This  divine  work  of  Sanctification,  so  peculiar 
in  itself  as  compared  with  other  benefits  of  the  Covenant  of  Re- 
demption, brings  the  soul  into  peculiar  relations  with  the  God- 
head. The  application  to  the  Elect  of  the  benefits  of  the 
Covenant  of  Eedemption,  is  generally  so  accomplished  that  the 
particular  act  or  work  we  are  considering  may  be  seen  to  have 
very  special  reference,  often  exclusive  reference,  to  a  particular 
operation  of  the  Godhead  :  as  in  Election,  the  love,  and  in  Jus- 
tification, the  sentence  of  the  Father ;  in  Regeneration,  inspi- 
ration, and  the  whole  testimony  borne  to  Christ,  the  work  of  the 
Holy  Ghost ;  in  Incarnation,  satisfaction,  intercession,  and  the 
final  sentence  of  acquttial,  the  work  of  the  Son.  In  the  counsel 
of  God,  the  covenant  resulting  from  it,  and  the  decree  founded 
on  it — to  speak  according  to  our  weakness — the  two  former  sug- 
gest all  the  Persons  of  the  Godhead,  while  the  latter  suggests 
the  undivided  essence — Jehovah  ;  on  the  one  side,  the  plurality 
in  unity — on  the  other  the  unity  of  that  plurality  :  simplicity  of 
essence — plurality  of  Persons — unity.  This  is  the  aspect  of  the 
divine  existence,  connected  with  our  salvation  in  its  foundation. 
And  this  same  aspect  of  the  divine  existence  becomes  manifest 
again,  as  that  salvation  is  being  consummated  in  the  complete 
sanctification  of  those  elect,  concerning  whom  were  that  counsel, 
that  covenant,  and  that  decree.  In  the  intermediate  divine  acts 
connected  with  our  salvation,  the  distinct  work  of  the  several 
Persons  of  the  Godhead  keeps  an  aspect  of  the  divine  existence 
corresponding  to  that  manner  of  working,  continually  before 
the  mind.  Concerning  our  sanctification,  the  Godhead  in  its 
unity,  and  each  Person  of  the  Godhead  separately,  are  distinctly 

>  laa^  lix.  20,  21 ;  Eph.,  iv.  11-13. 
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exhibited  by  the  Scriptures  as  concurring  it  in  a  manner  peculiar 
to  this  great  and  crowning  work  of  grace  ;  and  this  is  illustrated 
by  their  relations  to  that  eternal  covenant — the  consummation 
of  whose  grace,  and  the  commencement  of  whose  glory,  Sancti- 
fication  itself  marks  as  already  approached. 

2.  To  put  off  the  old  man — to  be  renewed  in  the  spirit  of 
our  mind — to  put  on  the  new  man  :'  this,  as  we  have  seen,  is  the 
divine  description  of  the  progress  of  every  one  who  has  truly 
learned  Christ,  who  has  earnestly  commenced  a  career  of  right- 
eousness and  true  holiness.  It  is  not  that  the  old  man  is  put  off 
first,  and  then  the  spirit  of  the  mind  is  renewed,  and  then  the 
new  man  is  put  on  :  which,  in  every  respect,  is  impossible.  But 
it  is,  that  being  renewed  in  the  spirit  of  the  mind,  simultaneously 
with  that  renewal,  and  as  the  simultaneous  effects  of  it,  the  old 
man  dies  on  one  hand,  and  the  new  man  arises  on  the  other ; 
both  results  being  the  unavoidable  effects  of  the  spiritual  re- 
newal. And  then  as  the  power  of  this  central  and  pervading  life 
increases,  or  is  itself  renewed  or  advanced,  it  follows  unavoidably 
and  simultaneously  that  the  putting  off  the  old  man  on  one  side, 
and  the  putting  on  the  new  man  on  the  other,  also  proceeds. 
The  rising  of  the  sun  necessarily  and  simultaneously  chases  away 
the  darkness,  by  diffusing  light;  and  as  he  ascends  in  his  glorious 
career,  both  effects  proceed  together.  Thus  our  sanctification  is 
general,  and  is  total,  and  yet  is  both  imperfect  in  this  state  of 
being,  and  certain  to  be  perfect  in  the  next.  Now  the  power 
which  produces  these  results,  is  the  power  which  renewed  us  in 
the  spirit  of  our  mind,  and  which  augments  the  vital  force  of  the 
new  existence  thus  communicated  to  us.  The  nature  of  this 
progress,  and  the  means  which  infinite  power  condescends  to  em- 
ploy in  this  method  of  nourishing  and  advancing  this  life  of  God 
in  man,  have  been  explained.  It  is  the  power  itself  of  which  we 
now  enquire.  Manifestly,  it  transcends  all  ability  of  our  own — 
all  power  in  the  universe  of  which  we  have  any  knowledge,  ex- 
cept that  of  God ;  so  manifestly,  that  the  effects  are  precisely 
opposite  to  the  nature  of  all  known  power,  except  that  of  God  ; 
and  never  occur,  are  never  conceived  of,  except  in  causal  connec- 
tion with  the  power  of  God.  This  growth  in  grace  is  not  a  new 
creation  in  the  sense  that  Regeneration  is,  any  more  than  natural 
growth  from  infancy  to  manhood  is  a  succession  of  births ;  a 

>  Eph.,  iv.  20,  24. 
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troth  that  may  help  to  explain  to  us  the  widely  different  effects 
of  the  means  of  grace  upon  renewed  and  unrenewed  souls.  It 
is  no  doubt  true,  that  reformation  and  increased  purity  of  out- 
ward life  follow  growth  in  grace ;  hut  that  these  follow  it  merely 
as  effects  of  the  inward  power, — proofs  of  the  reality  of  the  inward 
transformation,  would  never  have  been  questioned,  except  in 
Older  to  deny  the  pollution  of  human  nature,  and  to  deny  the 
power  of  Grod  which  removes  it. 

3.  That  divine  power  is  ascribed,  in  the  first  place,  to  God 
considered  absolutely.  Infinite  holiness  is  the  source  of  finite 
holiness.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God — {Adonai  Jehovah)^ — I  gave 
them  my  Sabbaths,  to  be  a  sign  between  me  and  them,  that  they 
might  know  that  I  am  the  Lord  (Jehovah)f  that  sanctify  them.* 
And  the  ascription  of  this  work  to  Jehovah,  is  connected  with 
the  most  explicit  recognition  of  earnest  co-operation  on  our  part. 
Sanctify  yourselves  therefore,  and  be  ye  holy ;  for  I  am  the  Lord 
your  God.  J  And  ye  shall  keep  my  statutes  and  do  them  :  I  am 
the  Lord  (Jehovah)  which  sanctify  you.'  And  this  use  is  found 
very  commonly  in  the  New  Testament  Scriptures :  thus.  And 
the  very  God  of  peace  sanctify  you  wholly.'  In  like  manner  the 
Father  is  often  declared  to  be  the  author  of  our  Sanctification, 
Thus  Jude  addresses  his  epistle  to  them  that  are  sanctified  by 
God  the  Father,  and  preserved  in  Jesus  Christ.*  And  Paul  de- 
clares that  it  is  the  Father  which  hath  made  us  meet  to  be  par- 
takers of  the  inheritance  of  the  saints  in  light.*  And  perhaps 
the  most  emphatic  statement  in  the  Scriptures,  that  the  word  of 
God  is  the  instrument  of  our  Sanctification,  is  made  by  the  Sa- 
viour in  earnest  petition  to  the  Father,  to  sanctify  the  elect 
through  his  truth.'  As  to  the  Son,  his  relation  to  our  Sanctifi- 
cation is  most  express,  both  in  that  he  merited  and  purchased  it 
for  us,  and  in  that  he  applies  it  to  us.  Thus,  Paul  states  that 
Christ  loved  the  Church  and  gave  himself  for  it ;  that  he  might 
sanctify  and  cleanse  it  with  the  washing  of  water,  by  the  word, 
that  he  might  present  it  to  himself,  a  glorious  Church,  not  having 
spot,  or  wrinkle,  or  any  such  thing ;  but  that  it  should  be  holy 
and  without  blemish.^  For,  the  very  reason  why  he,  who  knew  no 
sin,  was  made  sin  for  us,  was,  that  we  might  be  made  the  right- 

*  n^n7  '»b'T»  f  "^"'!  *  Ewk.,  xx.  5,  12.  J  fi?"*!?'^?;  njn*^ 
'  Levit,  XX.  7,  8.        »  1  Thesa.,  v.  23.    *  Judc,  1.                         *  OoL,  i.  li. 
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eousness  of  God  in  him/  And  while  it  is  of  God  that  we  are  in 
Christ  Jesus,  this  is  so  accomplished,  that  Christ  Jesns  is  of  God 
made  unto  us  wisdom,  and  righteousness,  and  sanctification,  and 
redemption.*  And  with  reference  to  the  Holy  Ghost,  according 
to  the  oeconomy  of  the  divine  operation,  every  part  of  the  internal 
work  of  our  restoration  and  salvation  appertains  in  a  special 
manner  to  him  ;  and  amongst  the  rest  this  is  expressly  declared 
concerning  our  Sanctification.  Thus  when  speaking,  at  the  same 
time,  of  all  three  Persons  of  the  Trinity,  and  explaining  the  rela- 
tion of  each  one  to  our  salvation,  the  work  of  sanctifying  us  is 
particularly  appropriated  to  the  Holy  Ghost.  After  that  the 
kindness  and  love  of  God  our  Saviour  towanls  man  appeared,  not 
hy  works  of  righteousness  which  we  have  done,  but  according  to 
his  mercy  he  saved  us,  hy  the  washing  of  regeneration,  and  re* 
Dewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost ;  which  was  shed  on  us  abundantly 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Saviour ;  that  being  justified  by  his 
grace  wo  should  be  made  heirs  according  to  the  hope  of  eternal 
life.*  Our  obligation  to  give  thanks  always  to  God,  for  our 
brethren  beloved  of  the  Lord,  is  declared  to  be,  because  God  hath 
from  the  beginning  chosen  you  to  salvation  through  sanctifica- 
tion of  the  Spirit  and  belief  of  the  truth  ;  whereunto  ye  were 
called  by  our  Gospel,  to  the  obtaining  of  the  glory  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.*  It  appears  therefore  that  the  uncreated  holiness 
which  is  of  the  essence  of  the  Godhead,  and  which  therefore  ap- 
pertains equally  and  alike  to  each  Person  of  the  Trinity — while 
it  was  the  basis  of  the  peculiar  form  of  righteousness  brouglit  in 
and  wrought  out  by  Christ  ;  is  also  the  ultimate  source  of  the  cre- 
ated holiness  wrought  in  the  elect,  as  the  consummation  of  divine 
grace  in  this  life.  By  consequence,  the  power  competent  to  pro- 
duce and  perfect  that  holiness  in  the  heirs  of  Go<l,  is  common  to 
each  person  in  the  Godhead,  and  to  the  Godhead  consideied  ab- 
solutely. And  finally,  according  to  the  Scriptures  this  amazing 
power  is  actually  and  continually  exercised  by  them  all,  in  a  work 
of  sanctifying  grace  in  all  renewed  souls  ;  to  their  unspeakable 
comfort,  edification,  and  advancement ;  to  the  infinite  glory  of 
the  Triune  God  ;  and,  as  we  shall  immediately  see,  to  the  highest 
exaltation  of  the  work  of  Christ !  And  so  the  end,  as  well  as  the 
beginning,  and  all  the  progress  of  our  salvation,  shows  that  the 
whole  is  absolutely  responsive  to  the  revealed  mode  of  the  divine 

>  2  Cor.,  V.  21.  MCor.,L30.  "  Titus,  iii.  4-7.  ^  Titua,  u.  13,  14. 
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existence  ;  that  the  apparent  obscurity  of  any  portion  of  God's 
wordy  and  all  its  alleged  inconsistencies^  are  founded  on  nothing 
but  our  own  shallow  ignorance  of  that  which  it  imports  us  so 
deeply  to  know  ;  and  that  the  more  thorough  and  the  more  ex- 
alted our  views  are  both  of  God's  nature  and  grace,  and  of  the 
whole  work  of  salvation  divinely  accomplished  in  us^  the  more 
certain  they  are  to  be  true  in  themselves  and  realized  in  us. 

4.  The  divine  concurrence  of  the  Persons  of  the  Godhead  in 
the  Covenant  of  Redemption,  was  such  as  to  produce  a  plan  of 
salvation  with  an  established  (economy,  as  between  those  divine 
Persons :  an  administration — so  to  speak — not  of  the  whole  by 
each  person — ^but  of  a  certain  part  by  each,  with  the  constant 
presence  and  concurrence  of  all :  as  has  been  heretofore  fully  ex- 
plained. In  the  work  of  Sanctification,  the  same  thing  occurs. 
It  is  not  the  whole  of  Sanctification  by  each,  but  it  is  the  Sanc- 
tification of  the  whole  man  by  the  sanctifying  power  of  each 
Person  of  the  Trinity,  and  by  the  Godhead  considered  absolutely 
— in  each  case  with  reference  to  the  oeconomy  and  administration 
established  in  the  covenant  itself — and  with  reference  to  the  pre- 
sence and  concurrence  of  each.  The  peculiarity  in  Sanctification 
is,  that  whereas  in  the  other  benefits  of  the  covenant,  the  work 
or  act  of  each  Person  is  distinct,  and  is  to  a  result  precise  and 
distinguishable  from  every  other  result  ;  in  this  benefit,  the  work 
of  each  Person  is  to  the  same  result,  namely,  one  and  a  complete 
Sanctification  of  the  whole  man  ;  and  in  that  one  complete  result 
it  is  not  distinguishable,  nor  capable  of  being  realized  in  thought, 
what  portion  of  the  perfect  holiness  of  the  sanctified  person  ap- 
pertains to  one  or  to  another  divine  Person.  We  can  distinctly 
say  we  are  purchased  by  the  blood  of  Christ,  we  are  regenerated 
by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  we  are  justified  by  the  sentence 
of  the  Father.  Of  our  Sanctification,  we  must  speak  in  another 
way  ;  it  is  a  work  of  grace  accomplished  by  Jehovah — ^the 
Father — the  Son — and  the  Holy  Ghost — in  those  upon  whom  all 
separate  and  divine  acts  and  works,  preliminary  to  it,  have  been 
performed.  But  the  particular  object  of  this  statement  is,  to 
point  out  that  this  wonderful  working  in  our  Sanctification  is 
not  promiscuous^  nor  yet  total  of  each  :  but  is,  according  to  the 
divine  oeconomy  and  administration  of  the  Godhead  and  the  per- 
sons thereof,  manifested  in  the  Covenant  of  Redemption.  Con- 
cerning the  Godhead  considered  absolutely,  and  concerning  the 
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Father  and  the  Holy  Spirit ;  what  has  been  aud,  it  perhapa  sof- 
idanfc  for  this  place.  Conoerning  the  divine  Bedeemer,  a  tow 
voids  of  farther  explanation  are  neceaaaiy. 
'  &  The  elect  were  choeen  by  God  to  nlvation  through  Sano- 
tifioation  of  the  Spirit ;  before  the  foundation  of  the  worid  they 
were  choeen  in  Christ  that  they  should  be  holy,  and  they  were 
predestinated  to  be  conformed  to  the  image  of  his  Son.'  This 
Banctification  of  the  Spirit  is  bis  powerful  operation  applying 
the  death  and  resurrection  of  Christ  unto  them — ^thereby  causing 
them  to  die  to  sin  and  to  live  to  righteousness — ^renewing  the 
iriiole  man  in  the  image  of  Qod.*  It  is  the  virtue  of  the  death 
€i  Christy  and  the  virtue  of  the  resurrection  of  Christ,  applied  to 
us  by  the  Holy  Ghost— and  the  virtue  of  the  risen  and  exalted 
Christ  passing  from  him  to  us — ^which  require  us  to  say,  not 
only  that  Christ  purchases  our  Banctification  aa  a  benefit  of  the 
loovenant,  but  that  in  a  still  stricter  sense  he  is  the  author  of  it 
The  porition  covers  the  last  act  of  his  humiliation — ^the  first  of 
bis  exaltation.  He  puiged  our  sins  by  his  own  Uood.'  How 
much  more  shall  the  blood  of  Christ  purge  your  consciences  from 
dead  works,  to  serve  the  living  God.*  He  has  not  only  redeemed 
us  and  reconciled  us  to  Gtxi  by  his  blood  ;'  but  that  blood  deans- 
eth  us  from  aU  sin — ^in  it  our  sins  are  washed  away,  and  by  it  we 
overcome  all  things.*  The  will  of  G<xl  concerning  our  Sanctifi- 
cation,  which  Christ  came  into  the  world  to  execute,  and  by 
which  will  we  are  sanctified  through  the  offering  of  the  body  of 
Jesus  Christ  once  for  all ;  was  so  accomplished,  that  by  one  of- 
fering he  hath  perfected  for  ever  them  that  are  sanctified/  And 
the  Scriptures  are  equally  decisive  concerning  the  power  of  the 
resurrection  of  Christ,  and  the  virtue  of  the  life  of  Christ  im- 
parted to  us.  Being  made  conformable  to  the  death  of  Christ, 
we  know  him,  and  the  power  of  his  resurrection,  as  well  as  the 
fellowship  of  his  sufferings  ;  and  so  we  may  apprehend  that  for 
which  also  we  are  apprehended  of  Christ  Jesus.*  At  present,  we 
are  dead,  and  our  life  is  hid  with  Christ  in  God ;  but  Christ, 
who  is  our  life,  will  appear  again,  and  then  shall  we  also  appear 
with  him  in  glory.*  Presently,  mortality  will  be  swallowed  up  of 
life  ;  and  he  who  hath  wrought  us  for  this  is  Gtxl ;  and  in  the 

'  2  Thess.,  it  13;  Eph.,  L4;  Bom.,  viU.  29.  '  Rom^  tL  1-12. 
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meantime  he  has  given  unto  us  the  earnest  of  his  Spirit/  Planted 
together  in  the  likeness  of  the  death  of  Christ,  we  shall  be  also 
in  the  likeness  of  his  resurrection  :  if  we  be  dead  with  him,  we 
shall  also  live  with  him.'  And  we  can  truly  say,  I  am  crucified 
with  Christ ;  nevertheless  I  live  ;  yet  not  I,  but  Christ  liveth  in 
me  ;  and  the  life  which  I  now  live  in  the  flesh,  I  live  by  the  faith 
of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me,  and  gave  himself  for  me.'  In 
all  these  passages,  the  particular  point  elucidated,  is  our  partici- 
pation with  Christ,  both  in  what  he  endured  for  sin,  and  in  his 
absolute  triumph  over  it  along  with  death,  and  the  grave,  and 
hell :  and  the  consequent  participation  with  him,  and  from  him, 
of  the  virtue  of  both,  and  of  the  mind  and  Spirit  in  which  he 
accomplished  alL  Jesus  is  the  author  and  finisher  of  our  faith.* 
The  direct  effect  of  this  on  us,  is  our  increasing  Sanctification  ; 
and  this  is  the  way  of  Christ's  direct  participation  in  our  Sancti- 
fication ;  and  this  is  in  exact  accordance  with  his  relation  to  the 
Covenant  of  Bedemption,  and  to  the  oeconomy  of  that  covenant, 
as  between  the  Persons  of  the  Trinity.  What  is  not  disclosed 
specially  here,  and  what  remains  for  each  one  to  supply  for  him- 
self, is  an  adequate  conception  of  the  sufferings  and  of  the  tri- 
umph of  Christ ;  in  order  that  we  may  have  an  adequate  concep- 
tion of  what  passes,  and  ought  to  pass,  in  our  own  souls — as  their 
Sanctification  is  advanced  by  increasing  conformity  both  to  the 
death  and  to  the  resurrection  of  Christ.  The  number  is  not 
great  of  those  in  whom  this  sublime  work  is  sufficiently  regarded, 
or  its  fruits  sufficiently  tasted  ;  and  so  not  many  understand  fully 
what  passed  in  Gethsemauc  aud  at  Calvary — without  which  it  is 
idle  to  expect  that  we  can  fully  appreciate  Christ's  triumph  over 
the  powers  of  hell  and  the  horror  of  eternal  death.  It  is  only 
when  we  turn  to  the  Lord  with  all  our  heart,  that  the  veil  is 
taken  fix)m  it.» 

6.  The  completeness  of  the  Plan  of  Salvation  seems  to  be  ab- 
solute. The  adapted ness  of  all  its  parts  to  each  other,  and  to 
their  own  special  end — and  the  adaptedness  of  the  whole  and  of 
every  part,  to  the  great  end  of  all,  the  eradication  of  sin  and 
misery  ;  exhibits  a  subject,  the  greatest,  the  most  intricate,  and 
the  most  remote  of  all — in  a  manner  so  precise  and  clear  ;  that 
the  sacred  Scriptures,  even  if  they  had  no  grace  and  no  mercy  to 
offer  to  us  personally,  might  justly  challenge  the  very  highest 

'  2  Cor.,  T.  4^  5.     •Bom,  vis,  8.     »  GaL,  ii.  20.     ^  Heb.,  xiL  2.     «  2  Cor.,  iil  16. 
VOL.  Q.  15 
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plaoe  A8  the  most  atapeudons  moDomeDt  of  BoUime  and  Bacoess- 
fU  thought  What  then  ought  we  to  think  of  them,  when  all 
thia  gloriooi  intelligenoe  is  merely  tributaiy  to  oar  salvation  ? 
The  end  of  this  infinite  completeness,  only  to  poor  into  our  pol- 
luted and  thoughtless  hearts,  inexhaustible  supplies  of  grace — 
that  we  may  be  extricated  ftom  a  condition  utteily  hopeless 
without  that  grace — and  be  brought  to  a  condition  unspealcably 
blessed  to  us  and  glorious  to  Qod  ?  Yet  this  is  the  overwhelming 
condusion  to  which  every  just  consideration  of  them  forces  us  to 
come ;  the  conclusion  to  which  the  imperfect  disclosure  which 
has  now  been  attempted,  of  a  single  point  in  this  divine  qrstem, 
wfaoUy  compels  us.  In  this  deep  conviction,  therefore,  and  as  the 
QOiiclusion  of  all  that  has  now  been  advanced,  I  venture  to  define, 
that  Banctification  is  a  benefit  of  the  Covenant  of  Bedemption — 
being  a  woric  of  grace,  on  the  part  of  the  Triune  Ood,  wherein 
the  elect  who  have  been  E£foctually  Called,  Begenerated,  Justi- 
fied, and  Adopted,  are,  through  the  virtue  of  the  death  and 
resurrection  of  Christ,  by  the  indwelling  of  the  Word  and  Spirit, 
through  the  use  of  the  divine  ordinances,  and  by  the  power  of 
God  within  them,  enabled  more  and  more  to  die  unto  sin,  to  be 
renewed  in  the  spirit  of  their  mind,  and  to  live  unto  righteous- 
ness, in  an  increasing  conformity  to  the  image  of  GKxi,  to  his 
great  glory,  and  their  great  growth  in  holiness. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

OOlOfUNION  WITH  CHRIST  IN  GRACE  COMPLETE:  COMMUNION  WITH 
CHRIST  IN  GLORY  BEGUN. 

L  1.  Conditions  of  our  Disciplcslilp. — 2.  Nature  of  tbc  Kingdom  of  God. — 3.  Com- 
munion with  Christ  in  Grace :  Origin,  Progress,  and  End  thereof. — i.  Communion 
with  Christ  in  Glorj-:  First  Fruits  thcreofj  in  this  Life. — IL  1.  Distinction  in  the 
Effects  of  Communion  with  Christ  in  Glorjr. — 2.  First  Fruits  of  Glory  enjoyed  in 
this  Life. — 3.  Origin,  Growth,  and  Reality  of  tliese  First  Fruits.— 4.  Nature  and 
Extent  of  Fitness  for  Eternal  Lift — and  of  inward  enjoyment  of  God. — 6.  The 
Evidence  which  the  Soul  may  obtain  and  rest  upon. — 6.  Spiritual  Weakness — 
Distrust — Doubt — Indiflerence.— 7.  Self-Delusion — Bac;ksliding — Perseverance— 
Aasurance. — I  IT.  1.  The  Saints  are  allowed,  in  this  Life,  a  foretaste  of  Heaven: 
Earnest  of  the  Spirit. — 2.  A  sense  of  God's  Love :  Peace  of  Conscience :  Joy  in 
the  Holy  Ghost :  Rejoicing  in  Hope  of  the  Glory  of  God. — 3.  In  Life,  Death,  the 
Separate  State  after  Death,  Resurrection,  TransQguration,  Believers  liave  Com- 
munion with  Christ — i.  Relation  of  Death  to  the  Samts — and  to  the  Triumph  of 
the  Mediatorial  Kingdom. — 5.  Communion  with  Christ  in  Glory — at  the  Bosor- 
rection  and  in  the  Judgment. — 6.  Progress  of  this  Enquiry :  and  the  Point 
reached. 

I. — 1.  Whosoever  will  come  after  me,  said  the  Lord,  em- 
phatically to  the  people  whom  he  had  collected  unto  him  with 
bis  disciples,  let  him  deny  himself,  and  take  up  his  cross,  and 
follow  me.*  These  are  the  unalterable  conditions  of  our  disciple- 
ship.  Whoever  will  do  these  things,  is  the  disciple  of  Christ. 
Whoever  refuses  to  do  them  is  none  of  his.  Nothing  less  will 
suffice  :  nothing  more  is  possible.  Nor  is  his  yoke  a  hard  yoke  : 
nor  his  burden  a  heavy  burden.  Far  otherwise.  No  one  has  ever 
tasted  and  seen,  who  has  not  found  that  the  Lord  was  precious  ; 
who  h:i8  not  seen  that  it  was  better  to  be  a  doorkeeper  in  his 
liouse,  than  to  dwell  in  the  tents  of  wickedness.  How  blessed 
then  are  they  who  trust  him,  and  find  a  day  in  his  courts  better 
than  a  thousand  !  For  the  Lord  God  is  a  sun  and  a  shield  ;  the 
Lord  will  give  grace  and  glory  :  no  good  thing  will  he  withhold 
from  them  that  walk  uprightly.  0  Lord  of  hosts,  blessed  is  the 
man  that  trusteth  in  thee  !' 

'  Matt.,  tL  24 ;  Mark,  vi'ii.  34 ;  Luke,  ix.  23.  •  Psalm  Ixxxiv.  11,  12. 
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2.  In  the  bestowment  of  the  grace  of  Gkxl  nothing  is  boTren, 
nothing  remains  nnfinitfal.  Even  in  his  providence — how  mocb 
more  in  his  grace  richly  bestowed  on  his  children — all  things 
work— all  work  together--all  inwork  mutnally  one  upon  another : 
BO  that  besides  accomplishing  that  which  is  its  immediate  de- 
sign,  every  thing  becomes  in  its  effect,  a  new  power^  constantly 
extending  in  depth  and  breadth.  There  is  no  mark  of  the  life 
of  God  in  the  sool  more  decisive  than  this :  no  chaiaoteiistio  of 
it  more  clearly  disdoeed  by  him,  who  is  the  author  and  finisher  of 
onr  fiuth.  A  woman  took  leaven  and  hid  it  in  three  measures  of 
meal,  till  the  whole  was  leavened.  A  man  took  a  grain  of  mus- 
tard seed,  and  oast  it  into  his  garden ;  and  it  grew  and  waxed  a 
great  tree  :  and  the  fowls  of  the  air  lodged  in  the  branches  of  it. 
This  is  the  way  in  which  God  w<^ks :  this  is  the  very  nature  of 
the  Kingdom  of  GKkL'  This  is  tbe  process  and  result  of  the  work- 
ing of  divine  grace  in  the  soul  of  the  believer :  one  of  the  mys- 
teries of  tbe  kingdom,  hid  from  the  foundation  of  the  world,  fiom 
all  carnal  understanding :  plainly  revealed  by  the  Great  Teacher, 
and  clearly  understood  by  all  to  whom  it  is  given  to  know  those 
heavenly  mysteries.* 

8.  The  infinite  goodness  of  God,  directed  by  wisdom,  and 
sustained  by  power  infinite  as  itself,  when  addressed  to  the 
problem  of  delivering  the  universe  from  the  reign  of  sin,  resulted 
in  that  purpose  of  the  divine  will  which  finds  its  expression  in 
the  Covenant  of  Redemption.  This  is  the  form  in  which,  speak- 
ing after  the  manner  of  men,  the  first  result  is  expressed.  The 
practical  outworking  of  this  covenant,  is  exhibited  in  the  entire 
mediatorial  work  of  Christ,  and  the  entire  application  thereof  to 
the  whole  universe,  and  especially  in  its  application  to  elect  sin- 
ners of  our  £Eillen  race  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  In  this  process  they 
become  united  to  Christ  by  Faith  through  grace.  For  Christ 
has  purchased  redemption  for  the  elect :  and  aU  the  promises  of 
God  in  him  are  yea,  and  in  him  are  amen,  unto  the  glory  of  God 
by  us.'  And  all  for  whom  Christ  has  purchased  redemption,  are 
made  partakers  of  the  benefits  he  has  purchased  for  them,  by  the 
application  thereof  to  them  by  the  Holy  Ghost ;  which  is  begun 
in  their  Effectual  CaUing,  wherein  they  are  united  inseparably 
to  Christ.    Thus  united  to  him,  they  have  communion  with  him 

1  Luke,  xiil  lS-22.  '  lUtt^  ziiL  11;  3d.  S6-97. 

*H0bL,iz.l3;  %Oot^l20. 
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in  grace  and  in  glory.  And  thus  two  more  results  are  successively 
reached — each  following  the  other — and  all  three  hound  together, 
and  all  that  will  follow  knit  to  all  these,  and  to  each  other,  by 
the  infinite  force  of  the  divine  method  which  pervades  them  all 
with  a  living  power.  For  having  received,  in  this  union  with 
Christ,  a  divine  Begeneration ;  the  communion  in  grace  which 
we  enjoy  with  him  is  our  partaking  of  the  virtue  of  his  media- 
tion, in  our  Justification,  Adoption,  Sanctification,  and  whatever 
else  in  this  life  manifests  our  union  with  him/  The  end  of  all 
b  the  complete  fitness  of  the  children  of  God  for  eternal  life, 
and  their  assured  possession  of  it.* 

4.  They  whose  fellowship  is  with  the  Father,  and  with  his 
Son  Jesus  Christ,  are  they  whom  the  Father  has  given  to  the 
Son,  and  concerning  whom  the  will  of  the  Son  declared  to  the 
Father  is,  that  they  should  be  with  him  where  he  is,  that  they 
may  behold  his  glory.'  It  is,  therefore,  not  in  grace  only,  but  also 
in  glory,  that  they  have  communion  with  the  Lord  Jesus.  Nor  is 
it  only  in  another  state  of  being  that  they  will  participate  of  the 
glory  of  Christ ;  for  in  this  life  the  first  fruits  of  that  glory  are 
bestowed  on  them.  As  members  of  Christ,  they  are  interested 
in  that  glory  of  which  he  is  fully  possessed;  for  God,  who  is  rich 
in  mercy,  for  his  great  love  wherewith  he  loved  us,  even  when  we 
were  dead  in  sins,  hath  quickened  us  together  with  Christ,  (by 
grace  ye  are  saved,)  and  hath  raised  us  up  together,  and  made  us 
sit  together  in  heavenly  places  in  Christ  Jesus  :  that  in  the  ages 
to  come  he  might  show  the  exceeding  riches  of  his  grace  in  his 
kindness  toward  us,  through  Christ  Jesus.*  And  here  we  have 
exhibited  to  ns  in  forms  which  struggle  to  make  manifest  their 
power  and  fulness,  another  of  those  mighty  inworkings  of  which 
I  have  spoken  ;  another  of  those  glorious  manifestations  of  the 
vital  power  of  every  part  of  the  grace  of  God.  For  just  as  they 
who  are  effectually  called  are  made  partakers  in  succession  of 
the  unspeakable  blessings  and  benefits  of  Ecgeneratiou,  Justi- 
fication, Adoption,  and  Sanctification ;  so  they  who  have  been 
brought  that  far  in  the  Way  of  Life,  find  that  other  blessings, 
and  amongst  them  some  of  the  most  precious  benefits  of  the 
Covenant  of  Redemption,  accompany  and  flow  from  these  ;  and 
that  as  the  result  of  all,  the  confines  of  grace  overlap  the  con- 

*  1  Cor.,  L  30 ;  Born.,  viiL  30.  "  Eph.,  I  passim. 

*  Jobn,  XTiL  24;  1  John,  I  3.  «  Eph.,  iL  4-7. 
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fines  of  glory.  It  is  this  which  we  must  consider  more  partica- 
larljy  in  concluding  the  enquiry  to  which  this  Book  is  devoted, 
into  the  nature,  origin,  progress,  and  completion  of  the  life  of 
God  in  man,  during  his  mortal  state — ^his  state  of  b^on  re- 
covery. 

II. — ^1.  Those  blessings  and  benefits  of  the  Covenant  of  Re- 
demption which,  exceeding  the  effects  of  our  communion  with 
Christ  in  his  gntce,  are  the  product  of  our  communion  with  him 
in  his  glory;  are  subject  to  a  very  precise  distinction,  founded  on 
the  periods  of  their  bcstowment  During  tlie  present  life,  where 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  there  is  liberty:  and  all  who  as  with  open 
face  behold  as  in  a  glass  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  are  changed  into 
the  same  image  from  glory  to  glory,  even  as  by  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord.'  At  death  the  body  returns  to  earth  as  it  was,  and  the 
spirit  returns  to  God  who  gave  it."  And  so  when  the  penitent 
malefactor  dying  by  the  side  of  the  dying  Saviour,  said  unto 
Jesus,  Lord,  remember  me  when  thou  comes t  into  thy  kingdom  : 
Jesus  said  unto  him.  Verily,  I  say  unto  thee,  To-day  shalt  thou 
bo  with  me  in  Paradise.^  But  Paradise  is  the  place  where  God 
manifests  himself  in  unspeakable  glory.  For  it  was  to  it  that  Paul 
was  caught  up,  calling  it  the  third  heaven,  and  not  being  able  to 
tell  whether  he  was  in  the  body,  or  out  of  the  body,  heard  un- 
speakable words  worthy  of  all  glorying,  but  which  it  is  not  lawful 
for  a  man  to  utter.*  And  John  informs  us,  that  Paradise  is  the 
place  in  the  midst  of  which  is  the  tree  of  Life,  of  which  the 
glorified  Redeemer  gives  to  every  victorious  saint  to  cat.*  There 
is,  concerning  the  future  state  of  man  nothing  more  clearly  re- 
vealed, than  that  the  soul  of  the  impenitent  i)asses  to  hell  at  death, 
and  the  soul  of  the  believer,  when  released  from  the  body,  passes 
immediately  to  the  presence  and  fruition  of  the  Lord  ;  deliv- 
ered wholly,  and  blessed  and  glorious  beyond  all  human  coucejv 
tion.*  And  then  at  the  resurrection  and  the  day  of  judgment, 
the  communion  of  saints  with  Christ  in  glory  will  at  last  be  per- 
fected.^ We  have,  therefore,  the  means  of  determining,  not  only 
the  relations  of  those  states  which  result  from  our  communion 
with  Christ  in  grace,  to  those  which  result  from  our  communion 
with  him  in  glory  ;  but  we  have  the  means  also  of  determining 

>  2  Cor.,  iii.  17,  18.  "  Eccl.,  xu.  7.  »  Luke,  xxiiL  42,  43. 

*  2  Cor.,  xil  1-6.  «  Rev.,  iL  7.  •  Luke,  xvi  10-31. 

f  1  Oor.,  XV.  60-68;  Matt,  xv.  31-46. 
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the  relations  of  those  states,  which  occur  at  different  stages  of  our 
communion  with  him  in  glory,  to  each  other. 

2.  There  is,  even  in  this  life,  a  certain  anticipated  realization 
of  deserved  doom,  and  of  the  vengeance  of  God,  and  of  the  fear- 
ful thing  it  is  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living  God.  A  certdn 
fearful  looking  for  of  judgment  and  fiery  indignation,  which  shall 
devour  the  adversaries.  Nor  are  such  things  unsuitable  to  those 
who  have  trodden  under  foot  the  Son  of  God,  and  counted  the 
blood  of  the  covenant  wherewith  they  were  sanctified  an  unholy 
thing,  and  done  despite  unto  the  Spirit  of  grace.'  Cain  bewailed 
his  punishment  as  greater  than  he  could  bear ;  and  Judas, 
full  of  horror  at  the  thought  of  the  innocent  blootl  he  had  be- 
trayed, laid  violent  hands  upon  himself ;  and  what  multitudes, 
to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  encounter  the  shadow  of  eternal 
death  before  they  incur  its  endless  doom  !  No  one  questions  the 
reality  of  such  things— no  one  perceives  in  them  any  occasion  for 
surprise  that  the  death  which  sin  cannot  avoid  bringing  forth, 
should  manifest  in  this  terrible  manner  the  power  of  its  working. 
Why  should  it  be  thought  strange  that  they  who  seek  for  glory, 
honour,  and  immortality,  should  receive,  not  only  eternal  life  in 
another  world,  but  glory,  honour,  and  peace  iu  tliis  world  ;  when 
it  is  manifest  that  tribulation  and  anguish,  indignation  and 
wrath,  are  rendered  to  every  soul  of  man  that  doeth  evil  ?^  As- 
suredly they  for  whom  an  undefiled  inheritance  is  laid  up  in 
heaven,  and  who  are  already  invested  with  a  perfect  title  to  the 
whole  of  it,  and  are  wrought,  through  infinite  grace,  to  a  fitness 
for  the  enjoyment  of  it :  will  not  be  denied  by  the  King  of  kings 
and  Lord  of  lords,  whose  sons  and  heirs  they  are,  a  portion  of  the 
first  fruits  of  their  own  immeasurable  inheritance  to  support,  to 
bless,  yea,  and  to  adorn  them,  as  they  struggle  forward  to  their 
Father's  throne ! 

8.  After  considering  the  nature  of  faith,  of  the  righteousness 
which  is  by  faith,  and  of  the  relation  of  both  to  our  salvation, 
the  Apostle  Paul  proceeds  thus:  Therefore  being  justified  by 
fiiith,  we  have  i)eace  with  God  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ : 
by  whom  we  have  access  by  faith  into  this  grace  wherein  wo 
stand,  and  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God.  And  not  only  so, 
but  we  glory  in  tribulation  also  ;  knowing  that  tribulation  work- 
eth  patience  ;  and  patience,  experience  ;  and  experience,  hope  ; 

»  Heb.,  X.  27-29.  •  Ban.,  II  ^10. 
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and  hope  makeih  not  ashamed ;  becanee  the  lore  of  God  is  shed 
abroad  in  our  hearts  hj  the  Holy  GHiost  whioh  is  given  onto  os.' 
See  this  distinct,  and  wonderful  process  1  Justified  by  fiiith — 
peace  with  God  through  our  Loid  Jesus  Christ :  through  fidth 
in  whom,  also,  access  to  the  holiest  of  all— access  therefore  into 
this  grace  wherein  we  stand  &st :  rejincing  in  hope  of  the  gloiy 
of  GkxL  Nor  is  this  all ;  rejoicing  in  tribulation,  knowing  that 
tribulation,  patience,  experience,  and  hope,  follow  in  succession, 
each  the  product  of  the  one  preceding,  and  the  hope  thus 
wrought  out  unfailing :  as  the  great  result,  and  as  a  great  cause 
too,  the  love  of  Gkd  copiously  poured  into  our  hearts  through 
the  Holy  Ghost  ^ven  to  us  I  And  so  a  perpetual  growth  in 
grace  and  in  the  knowledge  of  (}od,  a  trustful  and  joyful  frui- 
tion of  the  glory  of  God— and  assurance  of  God's  bve,  and  the 
indwelling  of  the  Bivine  Spirit,  are  the  satisfying  portion,  and 
the  habitual  state  of  the  souL  It  is  hard  to  say  Aether  it  is 
more  wonderful  that  so  much,  and  of  such  a  nature,  can  be  fully 
and  deaily  expressed  in  so  fbw  and  simple  words ;  or  that  any 
who  have  a  deep  interest  in  such  things,  and  a  smcere  desire  to 
understand  them,  should  err  concerning  them.  Continual  increase 
of  grace — the  certainty  of  perseverance  therein  to  the  end — and 
the  settled  conviction  therein  of  eternal  life ;  are  the  assured 
portion  of  snch  as,  in  this  life,  Uve  near  enough  to  God  to  enjoy 
intimate  commimion  with  him.  These  things,  says  the  Apostle 
John,  have  I  written  unto  you  that  believe  on  the  name  of  the 
Son  of  God ;  that  ye  may  know  that  ye  have  eternal  life,  and 
that  ye  may  believe — (or  rather,  ye  who  do  believe)— on  the 
name  of  the  Sod  of  God.'  And  in  another  place,  Hereby  we  do 
know  that  we  know  him — (who  is  the  propitiation  of  our  sins) — 
if  we  keep  his  commandments.'  And  again.  He  that  keepeth 
his  commandments — (that  is,  God's)— dwelleth  in  him,  and  he 
in  him.  And  hereby  we  know  that  he  abideth  in  us,  by  the 
Spirit  which  he  hath  given  us  :*  and  he  had  just  said  that  the 
special  commandment  of  Gt)d  is,  that  we  should  believe  on  the 
name  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ,  and  love  one  another.  And  that 
Spirit  of  God  which  he  hath  given  to  us,  and  which  attests 
his  abiding  in  us ;  even  that  Spirit  itself  beareth  witness  with 
our  spirits,  that  we  are  the  children  of  G^ ;  and  if  children, 

»  Rom.,  V.  1-5.  •  1  John,  ▼.  18. 

•  1  John,  a  S,  8.  *l  John,  liL  24. 


CHAP.  ZU.]  OBAOS    AND    GLOBT.  288 

then  heirs ;  heirs  of  Gk)d,  and  joint  heirs  with  Christ ;  if  so 
be  that  we  suffer  with  him,  that  we  may  be  also  glorified 
together/ 

4.  After  all  it  may  be  asked,  and  is  continually  asked — What 
is  the  precise  nature  and  extent  of  this  inward  fitness  for  eternal 
life — and  of  this  inward  enjoyment  of  God  ?  The  former  ques- 
tion, it  is  obvious,  covers  the  entire  efibct,  and  combined  result, 
of  our  Effectual  Calling,  Regeneration,  Justification,  Adoption, 
and  Sanctification.  Supposing  them  to  have  occurred,  the  fitness 
for  eternal  life  which  is  enquired  after,  is  the  sum  of  their  influ- 
ence upon  us — neither  more  nor  less.  And  on  the  other  hand, 
it  is  not  conceivable  that  they  should  be  what  I  think  I  have 
shown  they  are,  and  that  they  should  occur  and  operate  as  I 
think  I  have  shown  they  do,  without  producing  that  very  fitness 
which  is  enquired  for,  as  their  necessary  result;  a  fitness  for  eter- 
nal life,  resulting  from  an  actual  conformity  to  God,  and  that  in 
the  highest  degree  of  which  each  human  being  is  capable,  in  our 
mortal  state,  and  under  our  actual  circumstances.  To  question 
this  fitness  for  eternal  life  of  those  who  resemble  God,  is  tanta- 
mount to  questioning  the  fitness  of  God  to  be  God :  and  has 
always  been  reckoned  by  him  amongst  the  most  heinous  insults 
to  his  divine  majesty.  It  was  because  of  this  outrage  in  Moab 
and  Seir,  saying.  Behold  the  house  of  Judah  is  like  unto  all  the 
heathen :  that  God  blotted  them  out  from  being  remembered 
among  the  nations.'  As  to  the  second  question,  the  one  concern- 
ing the  nature  and  extent  of  our  enjoying  of  God  in  this  life  ;  it 
is  obvious  that  if  we  admit  that  a  soul  can  be  born  again,  and 
can  live  in  the  flesh  by  the  life  of  the  Lord  from  heaven  imparted 
to  it ;  it  is  not  possible  to  doubt  that  thus  created  anew,  and 
thus  living,  this  divine  life  in  man — this  new  creation — can  be 
nourished,  can  be  developed,  can  be  consummated,  as  really  as 
any  other  form  of  vital  existence  :  and  that  this  must  occur 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  life  itself — the  means  brought  to 
bear  upon  it — and  the  purpose  of  its  divine  author.  Fitness  for 
the  enjoyment  of  God  is  of  itself  felicity  ;  and  is,  besides,  the 
very  measure  of  our  fitness  for  his  service,  because  both  of  them 
are  the  measure  of  our  likeness  to  him.  Unless  we  would  call  in 
question  the  infinite  blessedness  of  God,  we  cannot,  at  the  very 
least,  doubt  that  our  conformity  to  him  is  the  measure  of  our. 

«  Bom.,  via.  Id,  17.  •  Ezek.,  xxt.  8-4L. 
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captoity  to  be  bkned :  and  then  we  miut  qaeetkm  his  inflnite 
benefioence,  his  eternal  love,  and  bis  uneearohaUe  ricbneee  of 
grace,  in  order  to  exclude  bis  children  fiom  tbe  bigbest  par- 
ticipation of  bis  grace  and  glory  to  wbicb  ihey  aie  competent. 
In  effect,  tberefore,  tbe  enquiry  concerning  tlM  nature  of  our 
present  fitness  for  eternal  life,  is  mocely  giving  a  personal  shape 
to  tbe  enquiry  concerning  the  nature  oi  true  religion.  And  the 
enquiry  concerning  the  nature  of  our  present  enjoyment  of  God, 
is  merely  giving  a  personal  shape  to  tbe  enquiry  concerning  the 
actual  existence  of  true  religbn. 

5.  The  enquiry  concerning  tbe  nature  and  extent  of  the 
testimony,  upon  wbicb  each  incUvidual  may  assuredly  conclude 
as  to  bis  own  condition  with  respect  to  these  gieat-realities,  is 
di£R9rent  ftom  the  two  preceding,  but  equally  capable  of  a  pre> 
cise  solution.  With  regard  to  the  sense  of  self-condemnation 
natural  to  feUen  man,  there  is  no  test  of  religion,  in  its  widest 
sense,  more  unerring,  than  that  all  fiilse  religion  allays  this  just 
condemnation  of  tbe  natural  conscience,  or  else  directs  it  to 
&lse,  and  away  from  the  true  grounds  of  it ;  while  all  religion 
that  is  true,  and  all  in  proportion  to  its  truth,  stimulates  this 
righteous  judgment  of  the  soul,  enlarges  it,  and  directs  it  against 
its  proper  object.  In  its  best  condition,  this  natural  sense  of  self- 
condemnation  being  depraved,  is  incompetent:  and  the  first,  and 
invariable  effect  of  divine  grace  in  fallen  man,  is  to  awaken  us  to 
a  fiir  truer  and  deeper  sense  of  our  real  conditioQ  ;  and  amongst 
all  the  causes  of  backsliding,  tbe  most  fruitful  one,  perhaps,  is 
inadequate  conviction  of  sin.  It  is  thus  apparent  why  false  re- 
ligions are  usually  received  and  professed  by  the  mass  of  men  in 
regions  where  they  prevail ;  while  in  regions  where  G-od's  truth 
is  clearly  made  known,  tbe  great  majority  of  men,  though  they 
may  be  speculative  believers,  are  fully  aware  that  they  are  not 
tbe  subjects  of  the  renewing  grace  of  God.  As  to  them,  tbe 
present  enquiry  passes  them  by,  acknowledging  their  just  judg- 
ment upon  themselves,  reached  in  the  manner  just  pointed  out : 
and  the  whole  case  ought  to  be  a  new  proof  to  them  of  the  truth 
of  the  religion  which  they  sinfully  neglect,  even  while  it  delivers 
them  from  the  refuges  of  lies  through  which  such  countless  mul- 
titudes are  destroyed.  If  we  really  seek  for  indubitable  testimony 
whereby  we  may  resolve  anxious  doubts,  and  quiet  distressing 
l)erplexitics,  God  offers  it  to  us  in  abundance.   In  th& Jbrat  place, 
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there  is  the  testimony  of  the  facts  in  the  case — ^to  he  ascertained, 
marshalled,  considered,  and  decided,  justly  according  to  their 
own  nature.  Let  us  examine  the  Scriptures  and  see  what  they 
make  out  an  heir  of  Gkxl  to  he.  Let  us  examine  ourselves,  and 
see  what  we  actually  are.  Let  us  compare  one  result  fairly  with 
the  other,  and  render  upon  ourselves  a  righteous  judgment, 
founded  upon  a  righteous  comparison.  If  the  judgment  is  fa- 
vourable, surely  the  testimony  on  which  it  rests,  and  which  is 
the  particular  object  of  our  scrutiny,  is  adequate  to  sustain  it : 
the  testimony,  namely,  of  Grod's  truth — of  our  self-knowledge — 
and  of  enlightened  reason  addressed  to  both.  In  the  second 
place,  our  moral  nature  may  now  distinctly  address  itself  to  the 
case  just  stated,  as  made,  pondered,  and  decided  upon  the  facts. 
Does  the  heart,  out  of  which  are  the  issues  of  Ufe,  and  with 
which  man  believeth  unto  righteousness,  approve  the  conclusion 
reached  before  as  just.  Does  it  approve,  also,  the  state  in  which 
the  conclusion  declares  it  to  be,  as  right  and  good  ?  Does  it 
rejoice  in  the  fruition  of  that  state,  as  at  once  its  own  blessed- 
ness, and  God's  gracious  work  ?  Here  is  additional  and  con- 
dusive  testimony,  adding  a  second  foundation  on  which  our 
decision  may  rest  unshaken  :  the  testimony  of  our  conscience — 
the  very  life  of  our  soul — bearing  us  witness.  In  the  third  place, 
there  is  that  divine  Witness — the  Spirit  of  God  himself  That 
Spirit  which,  from  our  first  awakening  onward  till  our  commun- 
ion with  Christ  in  grace  begins  to  merge  in  our  communion  with 
him  in  glory,  has  dwelt  in  our  hearts,  and  with  divine  power  led 
UB  thus  far.  Now  he  testifies  that  we  are  sons  and  heirs  of  (Jod, 
and  that  we  shall  be  glorified  with  Christ :  and  as  in  every  pre- 
vious testimony,  so  in  this — he  gives  us  tokens  of  the  sublime 
verity  he  attests.  He  puts  us  in  possession  of  an  Earnest  of  the 
inheritance  of  glory  1  If  we  can  ever  believe  the  Spirit  of  God 
at  all,'  we  can  believe  him  in  this,  because  here  he  gives  direct 
testimony  himself:*  and  then  he  adds  a  threefold  divine  assur- 
ance, each  one  of  which,  like  his  own  testimony,  is  infallible. 
For  we  receive  the  Spirit  of  Adoption,  whereby  we  cry,  Abba, 
Father :'  wo  are  sealed  with  the  Holy  Spirit  of  promise :'  and 
we  receive  into  our  hearts  the  earnest  of  our  inheritance.*     The 

I  1  John,  V.  6;  Rom.,  viii.  16.  •  Rom.,  viiL  16 ;  GWL,  iv.  S. 

»  Eph.,  L13;  ir.  30. 

«  )  Got.,  i.  32;  ▼.  6;  Rom.,  TiiL  23 ;  Sph.,  i.  14;  iv.  30. 
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sum  of  it  is,  that  the  testimony  of  our  consciousness,  and  the 
manifold  testimony  of  Gk>d's  Spirit,  are  added  to  the  previous 
testimony  of  all  the  facts  in  the  case,  attested  and  approved  hy 
the  word  of  Gk)d,  by  our  rational  nature,  and  by  our  moral  na- 
ture— ^that  is,  by  faith,  by  reason,  and  by  conscience.  If  we 
cannot,  by  these  means,  arrive  at  assurance  concerning  our  con- 
dition before  Gkni,  it  is  perfectly  evident  that  there  are  no  other 
means  by  which  any  thing  can  be  made  credible :  and  human 
nature  is  reduced  to  a  condition  of  imbecility,  in  which  neither 
belief,  nor  knowledge,  nor  salvation,  has  any  particular  signifi- 
cance. 

6.  It  is  often  asserted  with  great  confidence  that  very  few 
believers  arrive  at  this  state  of  communion  with  Christ  in  glory, 
in  this  life.  Probably  it  would  be  far  more  correct  to  say,  that 
very  few  enjoy  this  as  their  habitual  state.  For  the  truth  prob- 
ably is,  that  all  sincere  followers  of  Christ  have,  at  times,  a 
glimpse  and  fruition  of  the  glory  that  is  laid  up  for  them  ;  par- 
ticipation more  or  less  frequent,  and  more  or  less  distinct,  of 
those  first  fruits  of  the  powers  of  the  world  to  come,  which  ap- 
pertain to  the  children  of  the  kingdom  in  this  life.  It  will  be 
often  found  that  they  who  seem  to  cultivate  a  sort  of  distrust,  as 
if  it  were  true  humility — need  only  to  vary  a  little  the  usual  cur- 
rent of  their  thoughts,  to  reveal  a  far  deeper  hold  on  divine  things 
than  they  habitually  suppose  they  possess.  Ask  such  persons, 
what  would  induce  them  to  surrender  the  small  and  uncertain 
hope  they  have  in  Christ  ?  The  answer  would  be,  Not  all 
worlds  1  It  is  true,  however,  we  must  go  forward  if  we  would 
avoid  the  risk  of  being  left  behind.  We  must  live  near  to  God 
if  we  would  have  constant  fruition  of  him  :  we  must,  in  our  fol- 
lowing of  Christ,  keep  close  enough,  at  least,  to  touch  the  hem 
of  his  garment,  if  we  would  never  lose  the  healing  virtue  which 
proceeds  from  him.  There  is  indeed  a  progress  made  towards 
heaven  with  our  heads  bowed  down  like  bulrushes,  and  with  sack- 
cloth spread  under  us.  But  there  is,  also,  a  return  to  Zion  with 
songs  of  everlasting  joy,  and  triumph  upon  our  heads.  There  is 
a  way  to  be  saved,  as  it  were,  by  fire :  and  there  is  a  way  in 
which  an  entrance  shall  be  ministered  to  us  abundantly,  into 
the  everlasting  Kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.* 
In  like  manner  the  frequent  uncertainty  of  believers  about  their 

>  3  Peter,  i.  1-11. 
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actual  state  in  the  sight  of  God,  will  probably  be  found  to  arise 
from  the  small  attention  they  pay  to  the  subject,  to  their  own 
seal,  and  to  Otod  ;  rendering  it  well  nigh  impossible  for  them  to 
come  to  any  certain,  much  less  any  comfortable  conclusion. 
Moreover,  what  attention  they  do  give  to  these  supreme  affairs, 
is  often  misdirected ;  habitually  averting  their  thoughts  from 
Christ,  who  would  give  them  light,  and  strength,  and  peace  ; 
and  &stening  them  only  on  themselves,  from  whence  only  shame 
and  sorrow  can  come.  And  after  all,  the  low  attainments  with 
which  the  professed  followers  of  Christ  are  prone  to  content 
themselves,  and  the  conformity  to  this  world  in  which  they  allow 
themselves,  may  justify  very  grave  doubts  as  to  the  real  state  of 
many  of  them — and  remove  all  surprise  at  their  occasional  appre- 
hension of  that  which  is  so  likely  to  be  true. 

7.  That  men  should  be  found  capable  of  deceiving  themselves 
about  the  state  of  their  souls,  no  more  shakes  the  certainty  that 
men  need  not  be  deceived  ;  than  it  shakes  the  certainty  of  our 
ability  to  arrive  at  positive  truth  on  any  other  subject,  to  know 
that  we  and  others  are  liable  to  deceive  ourselves  about  it.  In- 
deed such  self-delusions  are  always  in  the  face  of  the  most  over- 
whelming proof,  capable  of  being  positively  known  to  us.  God 
has  written  with  perfect  clearness,  that  the  wicked  shall  be 
toned  into  hell  ;  from  which  just  condemnation  there  is  no 
escape,  except  by  Repentance  toward  God  and  Faith  toward 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  There  is  no  possibility  of  fatal  delusion 
which  does  not  involve  one  or  the  other  of  these  points  :  and  how 
it  could  occur  upon  either  of  the  two,  might  well  appear  impos- 
sible, if  the  Scriptures  did  not  teach  us  the  contrary — and  daily 
observation  confirm  their  solemn  statements.  Nay,  we  must  not 
conceal  that  the  danger  arising  from  the  desperate  wickedness 
of  our  hearts  and  their  deceitfulness  above  all  things,  presses  us 
even  in  a  higher  form,  and  presses  us  even  to  the  end.  Our  Lord 
bag  taught  us,  that  the  seed  which  the  sower  scattereth  is  the 
Word  of  Gk)d  ;  and  that  there  is  only  one  portion  out  of  four 
which  falls  into  good  and  honest  hearts,  that  having  heard  the 
word,  keep  it,  and  bring  forth  fruit  with  patience.  Of  the  rest, 
one  portion  is  taken  away  by  the  Devil,  out  of  the  hearts  that 
received  it ;  one  portion,  having  no  root,  withered,  like  those  who 
fidl  away  in  time  of  temptation  ;  and  one  portion  is  choked  by 
the  thorns  which  spring  up  spontaneously  in  our  own  hearts.' 

'  Luke^  Tiil  4-16 ;  Matt,  xiil  1-23. 
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When  we  consider  the  malice  of  Satan,  the  corrapting  inflaence 
of  this  sinful  world,  and  the  plagae  of  our  own  hearts  ;  our  errors, 
our  defections,  and  our  hackslidings  are  sufficiently  accounted 
for,  even  if  our  attainments  in  the  divine  life  were  far  greater 
than  they  commonly  are.  If  we  will  consider  what  testimony 
Qod  himself  has  borne  to  his  servant  David  :'  and  then  consider 
what  David  himself  did  in  the  matter  of  Uriah  the  Hittite  :*  and 
then  what  the  Lord  said  and  did,  both  to  punish  and  reclaim  his 
servant,  upon  whom  he  had  set  his  love :'  we  shall  understand 
better  our  own  perils  and  weakness,  the  anger  of  Qod  at  the 
backsliding  of  his  children,  and  the  certainty  with  which  he  turns 
their  sins  into  their  punishment.  Assuredly,  the  final  perseve- 
rance of  the  saints  of  God  and  their  assurance  of  grace  and  sal- 
vation— no  more  depend  upon  their  own  strength,  or  ability,  or 
merit — than  that  eternal  life  to  which  God  will  certainly  bring 
them  does.  The  unchangeable  love  of  God  and  the  everlasting 
covenant  of  God  :*  the  inseparable  union  of  the  saints  with  Christ 
and  his  continual  intercession  for  them  :*  the  Spirit  and  seed  of 
eternal  life  abiding  in  them  :*  these  are  the  grounds  upon  which 
their  final  perdition  may  be  confidently  said  to  be  effectually  pro- 
vided against  by  God.  And  they  who  sincerely  believe  in  Christ, 
and  walk  in  all  good  conscience  before  him  ;^  may,  by  fiiitli 
grounded  on  the  truth  of  the  promises  of  God,  and  by  discerning 
in  themselves  through  the  Spirit  of  God,  those  graces  to  which 
the  divine  promises  are  made  ;*  and  by  the  Spirit  itself  bearing 
witness  with  their  sjnrit  ;*  be  infallibly  assured,  nay,  for  such 
are  the  very  words  of  God — may  know  that  they  have  eternal 
Ufe.«» 

III. — 1.  The  Spirit  which  God  has  given  to  his  children  is  not 
the  spirit  of  fear,  but  of  power,  and  of  love,  and  of  a  sound  mind.'* 
And  the  very  Kingdom  of  God  itself,  is  righteousness,  and  peace, 
and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost."  The  children  of  this  kingdom  par- 
ticipating of  that  Spirit — possess  every  thing  only  by  means  of 
their  union  and  communion  with  the  Lord  Jesus,  their  Head  and 
Redeemer.     Complete  in  their  participation  of  grace  by  means 

*  1  Kings,  xiy.  8 ;  xv.  4^  6.  *  2  Samuel,  xl  passim. 

•  2  Samuel,  xiL  1-23 ;  xiiL— xix         *  Jor^  xxxi.  3 ;  2  Sam.,  xxiiu  6. 
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of  that  communion  with  him — ^it  remains  to  explain  more  par- 
ticularly their  participation  of  glory  with  liim — especially  in 
this  life.     That  this  actually  occurs,  has  been  shown  already ; 
for  indeed  it  is  expressly  written,  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
changes  us  into  the  image  of  his  glory,  as  we  all  with  open  face 
behold  as  in  a  glass  that  glory  of  the  Lord  ;  and  the  manner 
and  extent  of  the  change  is  intimated,  by  saying  it  is  from  glory 
to  glory/     Calling  to  mind  what  I  have  pointed  out  in  the  for- 
mer Treatise,  concerning  the  significance  of  the  Doxology  at  the 
close  of  the  Lord's  Prayer,  as  given  by  the  Apostle  Matthew ; 
this  remarkable  use  of  the  term  glory,  with  reference  to  the  in- 
creasing participation  by  Christ's  people  of  his  image  in  this  life, 
discloses  to  us  how  much  the  Apostle  Paul  intended  to  express 
in  the  passage  just  quoted,  and  how  deeply  the  truth  I  am  un- 
fi)lding  is  laid  in  the  plan  of  salvation.     Until  the  adoption, 
that  is  the  redemption  of  the  body — in  other  words  till  the  glo- 
rbuB   resurrection  or  transfiguration  of  the  righteous,  at   the 
coming  of  the  Son  of  Man  ;  the  condition  of  God's  children  on 
earth  can  rise  no  higher  than  one  of  groaning  within  themselves, 
while  they  wait  for  that  redemption — possessing,  at  the  same 
time,  the  first  fruits  of  the  Spirit."   These  first  fruits  of  glory,  be- 
yond which  we  cannot  rise  while  we  are  in  that  estate  of  flesh 
and  blood,  which  is  incompatible  with  the  full  inheritance  of  the 
Kingdom  of  God,*  are  three  times  designated  by  a  very  peculiar 
word,  which  in  our  English  version  is  rendered  earned.^     Thus : 
Now  he  which  establisheth  us  witii   you  in  Christ,  and  hath 
anointed  ns,  is  God  ;  who  hath  also  sealed  us,  and  given  us  the 
tamest  of  the  Spirit  in  our  hearts.*     Again,  when  speaking  with 
confidence  of  our  having  a  house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal 
in  the  heavens — of  our  groaning  in  our  earthly  tabernacle — and 
of  our  earnest  desire  to  be  so  clothed  upon  with  our  house  which 
wfrom  heaven  that  mi>rtality  might  be  swallowed  up  of  life  ;  the 
Apostle  adds.  Now  he  that  hath  wrought  us  for  the  self-same 
thing  is  God,  who  also  hath  given  unto  us  the  earnest  of  the 
Spirit.*     And  again,  the  same  Apostle  speaking  of  the  inherit- 
ance to  which  the  saints  were  predestinated,  of  the  Redeemer 
through  whom  they  obtain  it,  and  of  the  means  by  which  they 

'  J  Cor.,  ui.  18.  "  Rom.,  vuL  23.  '  1  Cor.,  xv.  50. 
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are  itted  for  H;  adda,  Ye  weie  seided  witk  the  Hely  Spirit  of 
piomiBe,  which  is  the  earned  of  our  inheritanoe,  untO  the  ve- 
demption  of  tibe  poiohaeed  poeaeosiozi,  onto  the  pnise  of  his 
l^iy.'    Nothing  oonld  therefore  be  more  distinctly  taught,  than 
that  the  aainte  are  inyeeted  in  tiuB  life  with  a  fimtaste  of  that 
ftitition  of  God,  which  will  be  tiieir  portion,  their  reward,  and 
their  inheritance  in  the  life  to  oome.    It  is  the  first  frnits  of  their 
oonnnnnion  in  glory  with  Christ :  it  is  the  earnest  of  all  that  is 
to  follow :  not  only  a  pledge  of  it — ^bat  a  pledge  of  that  peculiar 
sort,  that  delivers  to  us,  in  adyance,  a  portion  of  what  is  to  come. 
2.  These  first  fruits  of  glory  with  Christ,  communicated  to 
the  saints  in  this  life  in  the  form  of  thu  earnest  of  their  future 
and  complete  participation  of  the  glory  of  which  he  is  fully  pos- 
sessed, and  in  which  they  are  eternally  interested ;  are  declared 
to  be  fifom  God  and  wrotight  by  him— to  be  through  the  Holy 
Sfint  of  promise — and  to  be  in  our  hearts.    It  is  wonderful  how 
the  Scriptures  insist  upon  this  heart  work  I    Here  at  the  be- 
ginning of  gbry,  it  is  the  pure  in  heart  ^o  possess  Ch)d,  just  as 
it  is  the  pure  in  heart  who  shall  at  last  see  God — and  just  as,  at 
the  very  first,  it  was  with  the  heart  we  belieyed  unto  righteous- 
ness, and  all  through  our  progress  the  love  of  God  was  shed 
abroad  in  our  heart  I    And  the  effects  which  are  produced  on  us, 
are  precisely  analogous  to  thb  mode  of  viewing  and  treating  the 
whole  case — precisely  such  effects  as  are  incapable  of  being  pro- 
duced in  any  other  way.    We  sit  together  in  heavenly  places 
with  Christ  Jesus.'    There  is  begotten  in  as  a  sense  of  God's 
love.'    Peace  of  conscience — that  peace  of  Qod  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  is  given  to  us.^    Joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost  is  diffused 
through  the  soul.*    And  it  rejoices  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God.* 
All  depends  upon  the  transcendent  excellence  of  what  is  good, 
what  is  pure,  what  is  holy.    All  illustrates  the  overwhelming 
truth,  that  supreme  felicity  is  founded  on  the  union  of  supreme 
sanctity  with  supreme  love.    All  has  relevancy  to  that  aspect  of 
God,  wherein  we  are  sealed  unto  him  with  the  Holy  Spirit  of* 
Promise.    First  it  was  Faith — then  it  was  Assurancci — then  an 
Earnest  sealed  with  the  Spirit  of  Promise.    Always  it  is  trust 
in  God;  confiding,  loving,  hoping,  rejoicing,  adoring  trust  in 
God  1    Higher  than  this,  flesh  and  blood  may  not  pass.    To  do  so, 

iEph.,L14w  •Eph.,116.  •Rom^r.S. 
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thiB  corruption  must  put  on  incorruption — this  mortal,  immor- 
talitj.. 

3.  The  stages  x>f  our  existence  are  very  different  from  each 
other :  but  all  of  them  are  distinctly  explained  to  us  in  the 
sacred  Scriptures.  Our  first  period  is  passed  on  this  earth,  in  its 
present  condition,  with  our  immortal  spirit  and  our  mortal  body 
M)  united  as  to  form  one  living  but  mortal  creature.  And  the 
highest  estate  we  can  attain  here,  is  one  in  which  the  sanctified 
soul  dwells  in  a  body  wholly  corrupt  and  under  sentence  of  death. 
The  second  period  of  our  existence  is  that  in  which  the  soul  and 
the  body  have  been  separated  by  the  stroke  of  death  ;  the  one 
returning  to  the  dust  as  it  was — the  other  to  God  who  gave  it 
And  the  third  period  of  it  commences  with  the  resurrection  of 
the  body  in  incorruption  and  glory,  and  its  reunion  with  the  soul; 
after  which  is  an  endless  existence  of  glory  and  blessedness  to  all 
the  redeemed  of  the  Lord.  The  Lord  Jesus  took  flesh  and  blood, 
because  his  brethren,  the  children  whom  God  had  given  him, 
were  partakers  thereof:  and  the  great  principle  on  which  that 
was  done,  is  declared  to  be,  that  in  all  things  it  behooved  him  to 
be  made  like  unto  his  brethren.*  He  took  no  human  person — 
and  therefore  no  personal  defects  :  he  took  no  pollution — for  none 
was  original  and  inherent  in  human  nature  as  created;  and  more- 
over, it  was  impossible  for  him,  either  as  God  or  Mediator,  to 
take  pollution.  But  he  did  take  whatever  was  original  and  in- 
herent in  human  nature  ;  namely,  a  human  body,  and  a  rational 
soul — ^both  of  which  he  united  to  his  divine  person  as  the  Son  of 
Gtod,  the  second  Person  of  the  Trinity.  And  thus  fully  qualified 
to  be  a  merciful  and  faithful  high  priest — he  not  only  made 
reconciliation  for  the  sins  of  the  people,  but  in  all  things  per- 
taining to  God,  he  was  at  once  the  Apostle  and  High  Priest  of 
our  profession,  and  faithful  to  him  that  appointed  him.'  He 
passed  through  all  the  conditions,  just  explained,  through  which 
his  brethren  pass — life,  death,  resurrection — like  unto  them  in 
all :  without  which  we  could  have  no  communion  with  him,  in 
any  condition  passed  through  by  us,  but  not  by  him.  So  exact 
was  this  similitude,  and  so  deep  was  the  principle  which  made  it 
becoming  in  him  to  be  made  like  unto  his  brethren  in  all  things;' 
that  Christ  was  transfigured  before  he  tasted  death.*  And  thus 
when  the  Lord  himself  shall  descend  from  heaven  with  a  shout, 

» Heh.,  U.  14-17.  •  Hob.,  lil  1,  2.  •  Heb.,  U.  17.  *  Matt,  xvil  1-9. 
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with  the  Toioe  of  the  arcbaagel,  and  the  tramp  of  iGkid ;  the 
dead  in  Christ  shall  rise  first ;  ai^  then  we.whioh  are  aliw  aad 
lemam  shall  be  caught  ap  together  with  them  in  the  donde  to 
meet  the  Lord  in  the  air/  Bat  instantly,  in  the  twinUiog  of 
an  eye,  at  the  last  tnunp,  and  as  soon  as  the  dead  who  deqi  m 
Jesas  are  raised — we  who  shall  not  sleep,  that  is  who  shall  be 
alive  at  the  ooming  of  the  Lord — shall  be  dianged**  And  the 
praoise  nature  and  cause  of  the  change  are  explained  to  us  ;  the 
Saviour,  the  Lord  Jesus,  when  he  comes,  shall  change  our  vile 
body,  thai  ib  may  be  fiuAiioned  like  unto  his  j^ous  body,  ac- 
cording to  the  working  whereby  he  is  able  even  to  subdue  all 
tUngi  to  lumself/  In  life,  in  death,  in  the  state  of  sepamtion 
of  the  soul  and  body,  in  the  resurrection,  in  transfigumtion ;  the 
Scriptures  leave  us  no  room  to  doubt  that  we  have  communion 
with  Christ,  whether  in  grace  or  glory ;  and  that  in  all  these 
wonders,  the  similitude  of  Christ  to  his  brethren — his  having 
psrned  where  they  have  to  pass,  and  been  what  they  are  to  be^  is 
the  foundation  of  that  communion,  and  of  all  thdr  blessedness 
therein.  As  bearing  upon  this  general  subject,  I  have  on  a  for- 
mer occasion  called  attention  to  the  very  remai^able  period  and 
estate  of  Christ,  between  bis  resurrection  and  his  final  takiog  up 
ioto  heaven  from  the  immediate  presence  of  his  Apostles  near  to 
Bethany,  on  Mount  Olivet,  forty  days  after  his  passion.^  If  this 
was  a  state  not  relevant  to  things  pertaining  to  Otod  in  the  me- 
diatorial work  of  Christ,  and  through  which  his  brethren  are  not 
to  pass,  and  in  which  they  are  to  have  no  communion  with  him  : 
it  is,  in  all  these  respects,  unique  in  the  whole  dispensation  of  the 
Son  of  Man.  If  otherwise,  it  has  a  most  important  bearing  upon 
the  question  touching  the  condition  of  the  saints  immediately 
following  the  second  coming  of  the  Bon  of  Man :  and  appears 
to  teach  that  we  are  to  expect  then  a  new  and  very  glorious  dis- 
pensation of  the  risen  and  changed  saints,  but  that  it  will  not  con- 
stitute the  final  and  eternal  state  of  the  Kingdom  of  Gkxl. 

4.  It  might  be  thought  strange  that  the  saints  of  GK>d  die  at 
all ;  and  the  fact  that  two  of  them — ^Enoch  and  Elijah — have 
been  translated  without  tasting  death,  might  appear  to  embarrass 
the  matter  still  further.'    But  the  Scriptures  set  the  point  in  a 

» 1  TheaBL,  ir.  IS,  17.  •  1  Oor.,  xv.  60-62. 
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▼ery  clear  light.  Death  is  the  wages  of  sio :'  and  as  all  men 
have  sinned;  death  has  passed  upon  alL*  It  is  appointed  unto 
men  once  to  die  :  not  to  every  man,  but  to  men.'  For  though 
death  has  passed  upon  all  men,  the  living  saints  who*  will  be 
changed  in  a  moment  at  the  appearing  of  the  Son  of  Man  in  his 
glory,  will  incur  that  sentence  in  that  peculiar  way.  So  won- 
derfol  is  the  accuracy,  and  so  great  are  the  resources  of  the 
divine  word.  Moreover,  the  righteous  are,  at  last,  wholly  deliv- 
ered from  death — which  is  the  last  enemy  that  shall  be  destroyed, 
and  whose  destruction  by  the  glorified  Saviour  will  be  the  signal 
for  his  delivery  up  of  the  Kingdom  to  God,  even  the  Father.' 
Even  when  the  saints  endure  its  stroke,  its  sting  and  curse  are 
taken  away  ;  and  it  is  by  means  of  it  that  they  are  set  perfectly 
free  from  sin  and  misery,  and  made  capable  of  perfect  commu- 
nion with  Christ  in  glory.^  For  at  death,  the  souls  of  believers 
are  made  perfect  in  holiness.'  The  disembodied  spirits  of  just 
men  made  perfect,  see  God  as  he  is,  and  are  like  him.^  Those 
vile  bodies — that  sinful  flesh  in  which  no  good  thing  dwelt, 
must  wait  in  the  grave  for  their  full  redemption  ;^  certain  to  be 
brought  to  glory  with  Jesus  in  whom  they  sleep  ;'  and  to  be  re- 
united, in  their  resurrection,  each  to  its  own  glorified  soul — they 
themselves  being  spiritual,  incorruptible,  and  for  ever  victorious 
over  death. 

5.  In  the  resurrection  of  the  just,  and  the  eternal  judgment 
which  will  follow  it,  and  the  delivery  up  of  the  Kingdom  to  G^, 
even  the  Father ;  every  thing  that  manifests  the  perfect  com- 
munion of  the  believer  with  Christ  in  glory,  will  flow  to  him  as 
a  benefit  of  the  Covenant  of  Redemption  ;  and  will  result  like 
all  the  fruits  of  his  communion  with  Christ  in  glory  previously 
bestowed  on  him,  whether  in  his  mortal  or  his  separate  state, 
from  bis  original  union  with  Christ  through  the  virtue  of  his 
mediation,  and  his  subsequent  communion  with  him  in  grace 
and  glory,  as  the  Redeemer  of  God's  Elect.  I  do  not  propose, 
in  this  place,  to  enter  upon  the  consideration  of  thesCj  which 
may  be  justly  called  the  Last  Things  :  whose  treatment  belongs 
to  another  place.  It  is  enough  to  have  pointed  out  how  the  un- 
speakable blessings  to  whose  consideration  so  many  chapters 

>  Bom^  vl  23.         «  Rom.,  v.  12.         3  Heb.,  ix.  27.         «  1  Cor.,  xv.  24-2S. 
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have  been  devoted  ;  are  fraitftd  through  eternity,  as  well  as  in 
life  and  at  death ;  how  it  is  Christ  through  whom  they  are  made 
effectual  in  both  worlds  ;  and  how  the  very  beginnings  of  grace 
in  a  penitent  soul  here  below,  involve  the  veiy  end  of  all  glory  to 
all  eternity  1  Let  it  suflSce  to  add,  that  the  Scriptures  distinctly 
teach  that,  at  the  resurrection  of  the  just,  believers  will  be 
raised  up  in  glory  by  the  glorified  Redeemer  :*  that  in  the  Day 
of  Judgment  they  will  be  openly  acknowledged  by  Jesus  Christ, 
the  Judge  of  quick  and  dead  :*  will  be  made  perfectly  blessed  in 
the  full  and  eternal  eujoyment  of  God :'  and  will  be  delivered 
up  on  the  Lamb's  Book  of  Life,  along  with  the  glorified  King- 
dom of  which  they  are  the  members,  by  the  Son  to  God,  even  the 
Father,  that  Gkxl  may  be  all  in  all.* 

6.  Let  us  not  lose  sight  for  a  moment  of  the  sublime  thought 
of  Gk)d— of  the  extent  to  which  we  have  traced  it — and  of  the 
position  we  have  now  reached.  The  First  Book  of  this  Treatise 
was  occupied  in  determining  the  condition  of  the  universe,  the 
euds  proposed  by  God,  the  means  to  those  ends,  and  their  divine 
working  until  now.  In  this  Book  it  is  the  actual,  direct,  effective 
dealings  of  God  with  individual  men — ^in  the  salvation  of  the 
soul,  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  explain,  to  classify,  and  to 
demonstrate.  Upon  such  subjects  the  thing  to  be  most  carefully 
avoided  is,  all  attempts  to  invent  any  thing — to  originate  any 
thing :  the  thing  to  be  most  carefully  done  is,  to  follow  exactly 
and  completely  the  thought  of  God,  in  all  its  light  and  all  its 
power,  to  the  utmost  capacity  of  our  frail  nature.  In  propor- 
tion as  we  succeed  in  these  two  endeavours,  the  science  of  all 
sciences,  the  science  of  God  in  what  he  is  and  what  he  does, 
emerges  from  the  chaos  of  human  conceits,  and  from  the  pro- 
found darkness  of  human  ignorance ;  and  grows  into  a  form  in- 
finitely distinct,  and  becomes  a  force  divinely  effectual.  And 
thus  every  step  we  take  makes  the  next  step  more  sure,  and 
makes  us  more  competent  to  take  it.  We  must  not  allow  our- 
selves to  suppose  that  these  things  are  beyond  our  reach  :  they 
are  revealed  to  our  Faith — and  they  are  a  light  and  a  power 
unto  us :  even  by  the  divine  grace,  the  power  of  God  unto  sal- 
vation to  every  one  that  believeth.  Yet  we  must  not  presume 
that  they  are  things  which  open  their  divine  nature  to  our 

*  1  These.,  iv.  16, 17;  1  Cor^  xv.  61-63.  *  Matt,  xxv.  33. 
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careless^  fickle,  and  shallow  enquiries.  It  is  they  who  wait  on 
the  Lord,  that  renew  their  strength.  It  is  in  his  light  that 
we  see  light.  It  is  when  Gtod  has  opened  our  eyes  that  we 
behold  wondrous  things,  not  only  in  his  law,  but  in  our  own 
seals,  and  upon  the  earth  around  us,  and  in  the  heavens 
above  us. 


THE    KNOWLEDGE    OF    GOD, 

SUBJECTIVELY  CONSIDERED. 


ARGUMENT  OF  THE  THIRD  BOOK. 

This  Third  Book  completes  the  exhibition  of  the  direct  work  of  divine 
gnoe  in  man,  considered  individually  and  with  reference  to  this  life.    Its  aim 
B  to  point  out  with  absolute  certainty,  the  operation  of  the  New  Life  implanted 
ty  God  in  the  renewed  soul :  tlie  uniform  operation  of  that  life  in  every  child 
^  God,  individually  considered.    For,  however  various  the  experience  of  re- 
^ewed  souls  may  be,  there  are  particulars,  and  they  fundamental,  in  which  their 
•^perience  is  necessarily  identical :  and  this  Book  attempts  to  disclose  the  matter 
^  the  vital  operation  of  the  individual  soul  renewed  by  Gk)d,  in  the  way  of  all 
^^ristian  Offices  considered  with  direct  reference  to  our  personal  Union  and 
^Wnunion  with  Christ     All  Christian  Offices  which  result  indirectly  from  our 
Union  and  Communion  with  Christ,  namely,  all  such  as  depend  upon  the  Com- 
panion of  Saints  with  each  other,  in  consequence  of  their  mutual  Communion 
with  Christ,  are  omitted  here,  and  will  be  fully  considered  afterwards.   And  the 
Word  0^009  is  used  because  it  is  not  only  the  most  comprehensive  of  all,  but 
because  no  other  single  word  adequately  expresses  the  nature  of  these  opera- 
tions of  the  New  Life  of  Christian  souls,  resulting  from  their  communion  with 
Christ    For  these  are  services— duties,  so  high,  that  practical  Christianity  con- 
sists in  tiieir  performance ;  so  peculiar,  that  tlieir  habitual  omission  is  the  distinct 
eridence  that  we  are  not  Christians  at  all :  and  though  they  are  duties— services 
•0  decisive — yet  they  spring  up  spontaneously  in  the  renewed  soul,  as  if  they 
were  only  its  delights,  and  that  exactly  in  proportion  to  the  power  of  its  own 
New  Life :  and  still,  it  is  only  through  divine  grace  that  they  can  be  performed 
at  all,  or  that  the  desire  to  perform  them  exists.    They  are  Uie  effects  produced 
by  the  action  of  that  New  Life,  which  is  itself  produced  and  perfected  in  the 
manner  pointed  out  in  the  immediately  preceding  Book,  and  the  ground  and 
method  for  the  production  of  which  were  explained  in  the  First  Book  of  this 
Treatise.     First^  Divine  Grace  redeeming  us— secondly,  Divine  Grace  in  its 
saving  work  upon  our  souls — and  now,  thirdly,  Divine  Grace  manifesting  itself 
through  ua,  in  the  inmiediate  and  necessary  operation  of  this  New  Life.    Faith 
towards  the  Lord  Jesus  Christy  and  Repentance  towards  God,  are,  therefore, 
fizst  discussed,  they  being  the  two  fundamental  and  universal  Offices  of  all  re- 
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newed  souls — and  of  Christianity  itself.  To  the  first  of  these  two,  Saving  Faith, 
the  Thirteenth  Chapter,  which  is  the  First  of  this  Third  Book,  is  devoted :  and 
its  threefold  aspect  as  a  condition  of  the  Covenant  of  Redemption — as  a  special 
grace  of  tlie  Divine  Spirit — and  as  a  peculiar  aad  permanent  habit  of  the  re- 
newed soul — is  considered — and  its  whole  nature,  use,  and  effect  attempted  to 
be  explained :  incidentally,  various  topics  of  great  importance,  amongst  them 
the  spiritual  helplessness  and  moral  bondage  of  man,  and  the  futility  of  aU 
attempts  to  rob  this  great  distinctive  mark  of  the  New  Creature  of  its  super- 
natural character — are  discussed ;  the  object  of  all  being  to  exhibit  the  New  Life 
in  its  chief  aspect,  as  one  of  Faith  in  the  Divine  Bedeemer.  The  Fourteenth 
Chapter,  which  is  the  Second  of  this  Book,  is  occupied  in  discussing  tlie  second 
great  Christian  Office,  namely,  Repentance  unto  Life — which  is  indissolubly 
connected  with  Saving  Faith — being  competent^  indeed,  only  to  a  believing 
soul,  as  Faith  is  competent  only  to  a  renewed  soul :  the  relations  between  which 
two  fundamental  graces  and  the  New  Obedience  are  pointed  out — as  well  as 
those  mutually  subsisting  between  Spiritual  Life — Righteousness — and  Repent- 
ance :  the  whole  doctrine  of  our  moral  nature,  and  moral  judgments,  and  moral 
sense,  is  attempted  to  be  unfolded — in  its  relations  to  the  spiritual  system  dis- 
ck)8ed  in  the  Scriptures — and  to  the  spiritual  system  involved  in  every  form  of 
unbelief:  the  nature  of  true  Repentance,  in  ita  origin,  progress,  and  results,  is 
explained,  together  with  the  acts  and  states  of  the  penitent  soul,  with  reference 
to  Qod,  to  mn,  to  duly,  to  holiness,  and  to  salvation  through  Jesus  Christ:  and 
the  characteristic  peculiarity  of  this  perpetual  habit  of  the  believing  soul,  together 
with  the  wide  connection,  the  simplicity,  the  certainty,  and  the  ama&ng  efficacy 
of  the  whole  doctrine  herein  asserted,  is  attempted  to  be  demonstrated.  The 
tliree  following  Chapters,  namely,  tlie  Fifteenth,  Sixteenth,  and  Seventeenth, 
are  devoted  to  those  great  and  universal  Christian  Offices,  which  are  expressed 
by  the  terms  New  Obedience,  GkxKi  Works,  and  Spiritual  Warfare— one  Chap- 
ter to  each :  Offices  which  are  as  inseparable  from  the  exercise  of  Repentance 
toward  GU>d  and  Faith  toward  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  as  the  exercise  of  these 
fundamental  graces  is  from  Union  and  Coomiunion  of  ihe  New  Creature  with 
the  Divine  Redeemer.  Tlie  Fiflcenth  Chapter,  which  is  the  Third  of  this  Book, 
is  occupied  with  an  enquiry  into  the  Nature,  Fruits,  and  End  of  the  New  Obe- 
dience of  the  New  Creature : — wherein  those  Offices  which  it  owes  and  renders 
immediately  to  God,  are  distinguished  from  those  it  owes  and  renders  more  par- 
ticularly to  its  feUow-crcatures,  and  the  nature,  exercise,  and  influence  of  the 
former,  are  disclosed :  amongst  the  Offices  of  tlie  New  Obedience,  due  and  ren- 
dered especially  to  God  by  the  New  Creature — ^Prayer,  Fasting  and  Watcliing, 
Thanksgiving,  Vows  and  Lawful  Oaths,  are  considered :  and  the  gracious  and 
the  natural  aspect  of  these  distinguishing  peculiarities  of  tlie  Christian  lile — and 
the  condition  of  human  nature  when  thoroughly  influenced  by  them,  is  exhib- 
ited. In  the  Sixteenth  Cliapter,  which  is  the  Fourth  of  this  Book,  the  Doctrine 
and  Nature  of  Good  Works  is  attempted  to  be  developed :  wherein  it  Ls  shown 
that  they  embrace  all  duty  due  by  us  as  followers  of  Christ,  to  our  fellow-men, 
that  they  are  the  fhiits  of  our  New  Obedience  rendered  to  God  tlirough 
Christ,  that  they  are  regulated  absolutely  by  the  will  of  God,  are  incompetent 
in  their  scriptural  sense  to  any  but  a  child  of  God,  and  are  diligently  and  joyfully 
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peifimned  by  us,  in  proportion  to  the  power  of  the  life  of  God  in  us :  some  of 
those  chiefly  insisted  on  in  the  Scriptures,  such  as  Charity  and  Almsgiving,  are 
particularly  set  forth,  in  themselves,  in  their  relations  to  Christ  and  to  all  Chris- 
tian Offices,  and  in  their  effects:  the  connection  of  Glood  Works  with  our  holi- 
ness, our  happiness,  and  our  usefulness — their  bearing  upon  our  endeavours  to 
^orify  Qod  and  adorn  the  doctrine  we  profess,  and  their  special  relation  to  our 
judgment  in  the  great  day  are  disclosed :  the  bearing  of  the  whole  doctrine  and 
practice  upon  the  Kingdom  of  Christy  and  upon  Christian  life,  and  upon  many 
incidental  questions,  such  as  Christian  Liberty,  and  Liberty  of  Conscience,  im- 
plicit Faith  and  tender  Consciences,  the  power  of  the  Civil  Magistrate  in  things 
Sacred,  and  the  Spiritual  Authority  of  Councils  and  Synods,  is  explicated :  and, 
in  the  end,  a  brief  and  thorough  analysis  and  summary  of  the  whole  matter  is 
attempted.  The  Seventeenth  Chapter,  which  is  the  Fiflh  of  this  Book,  is  devo- 
ted to  the  consideration  of  that  Spiritual  Warfare  which  every  penitent  and 
believing  follower  of  the  Son  of  Qtod  must  wage  through  a  life  of  New  Obe- 
dience and  Good  Works,  that  is,  of  conformity  to  God,  and  beneficence  towards 
man — with  the  Flesh,  the  World  and  the  Devil,  up  to  the  very  gate  of  heaven; 
wherein  the  nature,  necessity,  grounds,  progress,  and  result  of  this  War&re  are 
explained:  its  absolute  connection  with  our  witness-bearing  for  Christ,  onr 
working  together  with  GK)d,  and  our  suffering  together  with  Jesus,  is  disclosed : 
its  immediate  connection  with  the  means  of  Grace,  with  the  progress  of  the  life 
of  God  in  our  soul,  and  with  our  endeavours  to  bless  our  fellow-men  and  to 
glorify  God,  is  pointed  out :  and  the  certainty  and  glory  of  our  final  victory, 
through  Christ  Jesus,  is  demonstrated.  Having  thus  explained  in  successiTe 
Chapters,  the  aspects  of  the  divine  life  as  it  manifests  itself  in  those  in  whom  it 
is  begotten  and  established ;  namely,  that  our  lives  are  lives  of  Faith  toward 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  of  Repentance  toward  Qtod,  that  these  result  neoes> 
sarily  in  lives  of  New  Obedience  toward  Gk)d,  of  which  all  Good  Works  toward 
our  fellow-men  are  the  necessary  fruits,  and  that  the  whole  of  this  Christlaa 
Life  involves  and  produces  in  us  a  perpetual  Spiritual  Warfare  against  all  the 
enemies  of  the  Captain  of  our  Salvation  and  of  our  own  souls :  what  remains  is^ 
to  point  out  with  clearness  and  certainty  an  Infallible  Rule  whereby  such  a  life 
may  be  directed  and  sustained  in  all  things.  The  Eighteenth  Chapter,  there- 
fore, which  is  the  Sixth  and  last  of  this  Book,  is  devoted  to  the  demonstratioii 
of  the  necessity  of  such  a  Rule  of  Faith  and  Obedience,  and  of  its  actual  exist- 
ence in  the  sacred  Scriptures,  inspired  and  revealed  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  wherein 
the  nature,  origin,  restoration,  and  universal  obligation  of  the  Moral  Law  is  set 
forth — ^the  inMIible  Knowledge  of  God  unto  the  salvation  of  sinners  is  shown 
to  be  revealed  to  our  Faith — the  relation  of  Faith  and  true  Righteousness  to  each 
other — that  of  both  to  the  Saviour — that  of  all  three  to  the  sacred  Scriptures— 
and  that  of  the  whole  to  our  Salvation  by  Grace,  is  disclosed :  and  the  really, 
GompletenesB,  and  efficacy  of  the  written  word  of  God  as  the  only  and  Infallible 
Role  of  all  that  man  ought  to  believe  concerning  God,  and  all  that  Qod  requires 
of  man  is  established ;  and  so  it  is  shown  that  man  possesses  in  them,  and  in 
them  alone,  the  perfect  Knowledge  of  the  chief  end  of  his  existence,  in  glorify- 
ing God  and  enjoying  him  for  ever.  In  a  field  of  discusdon  so  vast,  and  in  the 
midst  of  each  sublime  chains  of  thought  disclosed  by  God  himself,  if  it  may  be 
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allowed  to  suggest  and  define  for  each  of  the  six  Chapters,  one  truth  which  may 
be  considered  Sapreme,  and  then  to  connect  these  fundamental  truths  into  one 
general  and  compact  statement^  having  the  force  of  a  great  argument^  while 
containing  themes  for  multiplied  discussions :  perhaps  it  maj  be  thought  that 
these  demands  are,  in  some  degree,  met  in  the  statement  of  the  truths  which 
foDow,  as  being  tho  capital  truths  explicated  in  this  Third  Book.  Namdy — 
That  by  a  direct  act  of  the  renewed  soul,  convinced  of  its  sin,  misery,  and  im- 
potence, and  believing  and  trusting  GKmI,  it  habitually  accepts  and  rests  on 
Christ  crucified  for  Salvation ;  the  nature  of  this  great  act  and  habit  of  the  soul 
being,  that  it  is  the  fundamental  and  perpetual  manifestation  of  the  New  Crea- 
ture; its  use  being  to  establish  the  Union  and  to  perpetuate  the  Communion 
between  the  crucified  Saviour  and  the  renewed  sinner ;  and  its  eflbct  being  to 
advance  the  soul  continually  in  all  fitness  for  salvation  and  to  secure  tliat  salva- 
tion; this  being  Faith  toward  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  considered  as  the  first  of 
all  Christian  Offices: — ^That  in  the  exercise  of  the  second  great  Office  of  true 
religion,  which  is  Repentance  toward  God,  the  renewed  soul  habitually  appre- 
hends the  evil  of  all  sin  and  of  its  own  sins  in  particular,  and  also  apprehends  the 
mercy  of  Grod  in  Christ  to  believing  sinners ;  and  so  with  grief  and  hatred  Ux 
mn  and  for  itself  on  account  of  sin  it  turns  penitently  to  Gk>d  from  all  sin,  with 
set  puipose  afler  New  Obedience ;  this  vital  manifestation  of  the  life  of  God  in 
all  believers,  this  habit  of  the  renewed  soul,  being,  like  the  preceding  grace, 
wrought  in  GK>d's  children  by  his  Word  and  Spirit^  for  the  merits'  sake  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  being  constantly  exercised  by  them  in  endeavours  to  overcome  all 
sin,  and  to  obey  the  perfect  law  of  God : — ^That  the  habitual  condition  of  the 
Believing  and  Penitent  Soul  toward  God,  is  one  of  true,  willing,  and  joyful 
Obedience  to  his  Will,  exactly  in  proportion  to  its  own  full  and  stedfast  Com- 
munion with  Cliii*t,  and  tho  completeness  of  its  own  restoration  to  the  image 
of  God ;  and  that  this  New  Obedience  considered  as  rendered  immediately  to 
God,  is  especially  manifested  and  nourished  in  tlie  diligent  keeping  of  tlie  hearty 
the  earnest  exercise  and  growth  of  grace,  and  the  careful  and  habitual  use  and 
enjoyment  of  tliose  offices  and  means  divinely  appointed  for  the  mortification  of 
sin,  for  the  comfort  and  edification  of  tho  soul,  and  for  the  promotion  of  the 
glory  of  God  in  the  sanctification  of  his  saints: — That  the  heart  which  is  right 
in  the  sight  of  God  manifests  its  Communion  with  the  Lord  Jesjis  Christ,  in 
strong  and  habitual  desire  and  endeavour  to  perform  all  Good  Works ;  wliich 
are  the  fruits  of  its  New  Obedience  exhibited  in  sincere  and  continual  endea- 
vours after  the  comfort  and  edification  of  every  human  being,  according  to  their 
several  relations  and  necessities,  and  to  our  opportunities  and  obligatioas,  as 
folio wcis  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  according  to  his  word  and  for  the  promotion  of  his 
glory  and  our  own  salvation ;  we  being  prompted  tliereto  by  love  for  him  and 
for  our  fellow-men,  and  sustained  therein  by  the  grace  of  God: — That  the 
Christian  Life  of  Faith,  Repentance,  New  Obedience,  and  Good  Works,  neces- 
sarily involves  and  produces  a  Spiritual  Warfare  in  us  as  followers  of  Christ  the 
Captain  of  our  Solvation,  against  tho  Flesh,  the  World,  and  the  Devil,  who  are 
implacable  enemies  of  our  Lord  and  of  our  sods ;  wherein  by  perpetual  fideUty  to 
him  tlirough  divine  grace,  the  true  soldiers  of  his  cross  have  constant  experience 
of  his  infinite  sufficiency  and  of  their  own  vileness  and  nothingness;   and 
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wherebj  they  are  at  last  brought  off  more  than  conqueror  through  him  that 
bred  them : — That  the  Word  of  God  which  is  contained  in  the  Scriptures  of 
the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  is  the  Infallible  Rule  of  Faith,  Repentance,  New 
Obedience,  GkK>d  Works,  and  Spiritual  Warfare ;  Gkxi  having  revealed  therein 
all  that  man  ought  to  believe  concerning  Ood,  and  all  that  Ood  requires  of 
man,  In  order  to  eternal  life ;  whereby  Uic  chief  end  of  our  existence  in  glorify- 
ing Gk>d  and  enjoying  him  for  ever,  is  made  known  to  us  with  divine  certainty 
and  divine  authority ;  and  the  Saviour  and  the  Spirit  which  they  reveal,  make 
the  means  of  grace  instituted  in  them,  effectual  towards  us,  by  the  power  of^ 
Ood. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

FAITH  TOWARD  THE  LORD  JESUS  CHRIST. 

I.  1.  Third  Step  in  the  Subjoctivo  Diaclosure  of  Salvation:  The  two  great  OfBoee  of 
Christianity.— 2.  The  Act  of  the  Soul  which  we  call  Faith,  and  the  State  of  the 
soul  exercising  it,  peculiar  to  tho  New  Creature. — 3.  The  Work  of  Divine  Grace  in 
Man:  neither  properly  Miraculous,  nor  properly  Natural — ^but  Supernatural. — 
4.  Every  Ezerdse  of  Faith  an  Act  and  Manifestation  of  tho  New  Life  in  Man.^ 
n.  1.  Divine  Definition  and  Illustration  of  Faith. — 2.  Faith  is  the  Substance  of 
Things  hoped  for. — 3.  Faith  is  the  Evidence  of  Things  not  8een.~4.  Faith  is  a 
Grace  of  the  Spirit:  With  the  Heart  Man  believeth  unto  Righteousness. — 6.  To 
be  Effectual,  Faith  must  be  what  the  Scriptures  make  it  out — ^IIL  I.  The  three- 
Sold  Aspect  of  Saving  Faith — as  a  Condition  of  the  Covenant  of  Redemption — as 
a  special  Grace  of  the  Spirit — as  a  peculiar  Habit  of  the  Renewed  SouL — 2.  Na- 
ture, Use,  and  Effect  of  Faith. — 3.  The  Divuie  Saviour  and  the  Revelation  of 
him,  the  exclusive  Objects  of  Faith.— 4.  Faith  is  neither  an  Efficient,  nor  a  Meri- 
torious Cause. — TV.  1.  Relation  of  Faith  to  the  Word  of  God,  and  to  the  Means 
of  Grace:  Results  thereof — 2.  Assurance  of  Faith  real:  but  not  of  the  Essenoe 
of  Faith.— 3.  The  Spiritual  Helplessness  of  the  Natural  Man.— 4  Tho  Moral 
Bondage  of  the  Natural  Man. — 5.  Boundless  Compass  of  Faith. 

I. — 1.  The  great  thought  of  God  which  I  have  traced  through 
two  stages  of  its  manifestation  in  the  two  preceding  Books^  now 
requires  us  to  advance  another  step  in  our  attempt  to  follow  the 
Way  of  Life.  In  the  First  Book  of  this  Treatise  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  determine  the  exact  circumstances  and  manner  in 
which  the  knowledge  of  God  is  subjectively  applied  to  the  salva- 
tion of  men :  that  knowledge  of  God  to  the  demonstration  of 
which  as  mere  knowledge^  the  First  Part  of  Theology  was  de- 
voted. The  Second  Book  of  this  Treatise  I  have  devoted  to  the 
actual  application  of  that  knowledge  of  God,  practically  and  per- 
sonally to  man  in  his  salvation  ;  and  in  its  successive  chapters  I 
have  traced  and  laid  open  the  work  of  God  toward  man,  and  the 
progress  of  man  under  that  divine  working,  from  the  moment  of 
our  first  awakening,  to  the  completion  of  grace  and  the  commence- 
ment of  glory  in  this  life.  In  both  the  preceding  Books,  fol- 
lowing the  method  of  the  inspired  writers,  I  have  kept  strictly 
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to  the  panait  of  the  main  Bolgect,  as  from  point  to  point  it 
opened  itaelf  alike  to  homsn  thought  and  in  human  ezperienoe, 
onder  the  method  difiolosed  by  Qod.  One  neoenaiy  effect  of 
ftis  simple  and  strict  way  of  treatment,  was  the  ezchirioo  of 
whatever  was  not  directly  involved  in  the  divine  conception  I 
was  striving  to  trace ;  and  even  the  exclusion  of  whatever  was 
incidentelly  involved  in  itj  fix>m  any  fhrther  treatment  thap  was 
demanded  by  the  great  and  immediate  enquiiy.  In  salvation 
every  thing  depends  on  our  union  with  Christ  Out  of  thnt 
springs  our  communion  with  him  both  in  grace  and  in  fl^ory. 
Oat  of  that  also  springs  our  oommunion  with  each  other  in  Love. 
And  so  all  social  as  well  as  individual  idea  of  Gk)d's  saving  work 
amongst  men— every  conception  of  the  individual  Christian — 
every  conception  of  the  Chiuoh  of  Gk)d— 4s  grounded  there.  This 
oommunion  with  each  other  resulting  from  our  mutual  mion 
with  Christ,  we  are  not  yet  prepared  to  discuss :  fer  as  yet  the 
individual  aspect  of  the  matter  is  not  complete,  till  we  shall  have 
disdosed  the  individual  working  of  this  new  life  wrought  in  man, 
under  the  power  of  this  subjective  knowledge  of  Qoi  unto  salva- 
tion. It  has  been  carefUly  shown  how  this  new  life  is  begotten, 
sustained,  and  advanced;  and  how  it  will  finally  result.  We 
must  now  observe  more  particularly  how  it  acts,  how  it  manifests 
itself,  what  are  its  duties,  its  endeavours,  its  offices,  its  fruits,  its 
trials,  and  its  triumphs.  This  is  that  third  step  which  I  liave 
just  said  we  must  now  take,  in  disclosing  our  salvation  considered 
as  strictly  practical  and  individual :  disclosing  it  in  the  personal 
offices  more  immediately  relevant  to  Gkxl,  which  are  inseparable 
ftom  the  existence  of  that  new  life  which  all  who  are  united  to 
Christ  share  with  him.  This  is  the  subject-matter  of  this  Third 
Book.  And  I  commence  it  with  a  more  complete  development 
than  it  has  yet  been  proper  to  attempt,  of  the  two  great  offices 
of  Christianity — the  two  fundamental,  characteristic,  and  uni- 
versal graces,  duties,  and  manifestations  of  the  New  Creature. 
Saving  Faith  will  be  discussed  in  this  Chapter,  Bepentence  unto 
Life  in  the  next. 

2.  Faith  is  frequently  spoken  of  as  mere  belief  on  testimony. 
An  act  of  the  mind  not  different,  in  itself,  when  applied  to  spir- 
itual and  divine  things,  from  similar  acts  of  the  mind  when  ap- 
plied to  other  things :  the  difference  being  exclusively  in  the 
nature  of  the  things  believed,  and  in  the  nature  of  the  testimony 
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on  which  they  are  believed.  The  term  saving  added  to  Faith  is, 
according  to  this  mode  of  viewing  the  subject,  merely  intended 
to  signify  that  the  particular  Faith  thus  designated,  has  the 
word  of  Grod  for  the  testimony  on  which  it  rests,  and  those  things 
which  immediately  concern  salvation  as  its  object.  If  this  is  the 
whole  accouDt  of  the  matter,  it  is  not  easy  to  see  how  Faith  can 
be  truly  called  a  grace  of  the  Spirit :  nor  how  the  state  of  mind 
oat  of  which  it  proceeds,  is  in  the  least  degree  dififerent  from  its 
natural  and  ordinary  state  :  nor  how  any  quality  or  condition  of 
the  Boul  beyond  such  as  all  men  naturally  possess,  can  be  neces- 
sary in  order  to  the  exercise  of  Saving  Faith.  If,  on  the  other 
band,  this  account  of  Faith  is  intended  to  apply,  exclusively,  to 
acts  of  the  renewed  mind,  and  to  belief  of  the  testimony  of  God 
concerning  spiritual  things :  then,  in  the  Jlrst  place,  the  whole 
object  of  this  method  of  explaining  the  matter  is  defeated,  as 
soon  as  any  one  demands  an  explanation  of  that  supematuial 
renewal  of  the  mind,  which  enabled  it  to  believe  thus  :  and,  in 
the  second  place,  even  on  the  supposition  of  the  renewal  of  the 
mind,  the  explanation  is  neither  true  nor  sufficient — since  the 
gracious  acts  of  Faith  of  the  renewed  mind  are  essentially  diffei^ 
ent  from  its  natural  acts  of  belief.  The  gracious  act  of  Saving 
Faith  by  which  the  New  Creature  rests  on  the  divine  Redeemer 
cmcified  for  him,  and  whereby  he  receives  peace  and  grows  in 
holiness;  is  not  identical  with,  nor  even  similar  to,  the  natural 
act  of  belief  by  which  the  same  person  in  his  unrenewed  state, 
gave  credit  to  the  story  of  Christ,  on  the  divine  testimony  of  its 
truth,  and  thereby  merely  increased  in  knowledge.  And  all 
glosses  which  tend  to  show  that  such  acts  of  the  renewed  and 
the  unrenewed  mind,  result  either  from  the  same  state  or  the 
same  exercise  of  that  mind,  are  founded  in  a  denial  of  the  regene- 
ration of  man. 

3.  It  is  as  idle  as  it  is  irreverent  in  us  to  handle  the  mystery 
of  Gtod's  grace  deceitfully,  in  the  vain  expectation  of  reconciling 
the  Spirit  and  the  flesh,  and  satisfying  cavils  whose  foundation 
lies  in  that  very  pollution  which  that  grace  proposes  to  cleanse. 
The  Scriptures  teach  us  in  the  plainest  manner,  the  ruin  of  man 
and  the  absolute  necessity  of  his  new  creation.  They  do  not 
permit  us'  to  doubt  that  the  means  provided  in  the  plan  of  sal- 
vation, are  precisely  adapted  to  the  work  of  our  complete  resto- 
ration to  Gh)d.     That  work  in  us  is  not  properly  miraculous ; 
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iMoaiue  it  ptooeeda  oontiniially  hj  the  interrentioD  between  God 
ead  the  reeolt,  of  meuu  which  are  appropriate  to  that  result. 
Neither  is  the  woik  properly  natural ;  beoanse  the  means  used 
•M  not,  of  themselTes,  efficaoions  in  the  prodnotion  of  the  resolt, 
after  the  manner  in  which  means  axe  natmally  eflBoacions— bat 
aie  made  efficacions  only  in  a  supernatural  manner.  The  whole 
WMk  of  Qoi'%  grace  in  man  has  a  diBtinot  character  of  its  own, 
either  properly  miiaoubns  nor  properly  natural ;  but  combining 
flkmentS)  some  of  which  aro  divine  and  some  of  which  are  human 
-^4he  work  itself  is  properly  supernatural,  and  the  eflfocts  are 
•apematuraL  When  this  work  is  finally  complete  in  us,  though 
our  nature,  and  our  self-conscions,  identical  existence  have  been 
preserved  throughout ;  we  are  as  utterly  changed  fix>m  what  we 
were  in  our  natural  estate,  as  we  were  difbreot  in  that  estate 
fiN>m  the  perfect  condition  of  our  original,  creation.  That  man 
•onld  &11  by  natural  means,  and  yet  cannot  recover  himself  by 
natural  means,  is  an  ultimate  necessity  of  dependent  existeaco 
ifeielf :  because  in  one  case,  infallible  dependent  existence  is  inw 
possible — ^being  self-contradictions:  and  because  in  the  other, 
spontaneous  good  out  of  evil,  or  truth  out  of  falsehood,  is  impos- 
sible, being  self-contradictious.  Now  at  every  stage  of  the  pro- 
gress of  this  wonderful  trapsformation  of  man,  from  darkness  to 
light,  and  from  the  powei  of  Satan  unto  God ;  means  exist  of 
ascertaining  tbo  reality  of  the  progress,  and  of  distinguishing  the 
stage  reached.  Vital  manifestations  continually  occur  :  evidence 
of  the  existence  and  growth  of  the  new  life,  perpetually  disclose 
themselves.  The  earliest,  the  most  constant,  and  the  most  deci- 
sive of  them  all,  is  Faith  toward  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.' 

4.  Every  act  of  Faith  by  us,  is  an  act  of  the  New  Creature. 
Let  the  act  be  performed  as  it  may,  if  it  be  gracious  it  is  an  act 
of  the  New  Creaturo.  All  these  acts  aro,  no  doubt,  our  acts  ;  as 
much  as  any  other  acts  we  perform.  But  if  that  expressed  the 
whole,  or  even  the  chief  part  of  the  matter,  these  acts  of  Faith 
could  have  no  more  effect  upon  our  spiritual  condition,  and  could 
afford  no  more  evidence  of  our  spiritual  state,  than  any  other 
mental  act  of  ours*  Indeed,  less,  by  far,  than  most  others ; 
since  what  a  man  will  do  or  forbear  to  do,  depends  directly  on 
his  will — awhile  what  he  will  believe  or  disbelieve,  what  he  will 
love  or  hate,  depends  upon  his  will  only  very  indirectly.    To  see 
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the  distinction  between  truth  and  felsehood^  between  good  and 
evil — to  be  real — is  simply  our  own  act :  an  act  natural  to  man — 
and  the  whole  of  that  matter  is  uttered  in  saying  that.  But  to 
realize  the  untruth  of  our  own  nature,  and  to  abhor  ourselves  on 
account  of  our  pollution  :  to  realize  the  infinite  mercy  of  God  in 
Christ,  and  to  embrace  him  and  his  salvation  as  the  supreme 
good  ;  while  they  are  also  our  acts — are  acts  very  far  from  being 
natural  to  man — and  very  far  from  being  explained  by  simply 
calling  them  our  acts.  Throughout  God's  universe,  as  far  as  we 
have  knowledge,  every  created  thing,  animate  and  inanimate, 
physical  and  spiritual,  is  endowed  with  qualities  peculiar  to  its 
own  nature,  and  acts  by  laws  impressed  upon  that  particular  na- 
ture, by  the  creative  power  of  God.  Now  he  who  is  born  again — 
who  is  renewed  by  the  Holy  Ghost — ^in  one  word  the  New  Creature, 
is  as  really  a  creature  of  God  as  any  thing  else  in  the  universe  is: 
and  upon  a  most  obvious  scale  of  classification  it  is  as  exact  to 
say  that  Faith  is  the  characteristic  mark  of  the  New  Creature, 
as  that  reason  is  of  the  natural  man,  or  that  instinct  is  of  the 
brute  creation,  or  that  the  inanimate  creation  throughout  its 
multiplied  divisions  has  characteristic  marks  distinguishing  its 
several  classes.  Nor  is  any  one  of  uU  these  characteristic  marks 
of  all  these  multiplied  classes  of  the  inanimate  creation  :  nor  is 
instinct  in  the  brute,  nor  is  reason  in  the  natural  man  ;  more 
absolutely  a  part  of  these  existences  respectively,  more  completely 
a  quality  bestowed  by  God  in  their  creation,  more  infallibly  a 
proof  that  the  creature  exists  and  that  God  is  its  author  :  than 
Faith,  in  the  New  Creature  is,  that  he  has  been  born  again,  and 
•that  of  God.  We  have  been  created  anew  in  Christ  Jesus  : 
therefore  Saving  Faith  manifests  itself  in  us.*  We  have  been 
renewed  in  the  spirit  of  our  mind  :  therefore  we  embrace  Jesus 
Christ  offered  to  us  in  the  Gospel.' 

II. — 1.  Qt)d,  by  the  mouth  of  his  Apostle,  has  given  to  his 
people  a  precise  definition  of  this  great  grace  :^  a  thing  very  un- 
usual in  the  sacred  writings.  This  definition  is  immediately  foU 
lowed  by  the  statement  of  numerous  personal  examples  of  the 
eminent  exercise  of  Faith,  extending  from  Abel  to  David  :  and 
to  these  are  added  numerous  classes  of  persons,  and  descriptions 
of  numerous  acts  and  events  illustrative  of  their  Faith.  So  that 
the  definition  itself  is  completely  and  variously  illustrated  by  a. 
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(liTiae  treatise  oonoeraiiig  Faith,  corering  the  ivfaok  oaieer  of  the 
Oharcb  fiom  the  fonndatioii  of  the  wodd  to  the  ooming  of 
Ghrist'  Let  it  be  lememheied  that  all  theee  iUaitriou  ezamplei 
aie  intentionally  seleoted  hy  the  Apoetle  from  amongit  eainte,  of 
whom  he  twice  lemarks  that  they  had  not  aotoally  neeived  the 
prondeeB,  bat  <mlyeaw  them  afiur  off;  Qodhanog  provided  some 
better  thing  for  ns,  that  they  without  m  should  not  be  made 
perfbct."  Thns  oontemplated,  defined,  and  lUnstrated,  there- 
fore, this  is  the  Faith  by  which  the  jnst  live,  and  by  which  they 
believe  to  the  saving  of  their  sonl/  In  its  absolnte  natnie,  Faith 
i§  the  9ub9tamoe  cf  ikXmgn  hoped  far^  ihe  evidence  (f  thinge  mat 
eeem^  As  if  to  pnt  the  matter  wholly  at  rest,  the  same  A|K»t]e 
has  declared,  in  another  place,  that  as  there  is  bat  one  God  and 
Father  of  all,  bat  one  Lord,  one  Spirit,  one  Cbnroh,  one  hope  of 
our  calling,  one  baptism ;  so  also  lliere  is  bat  one  Faith,  whereby 
we  can  walk  worthy  of  the  vocation  wherewith  we  are  called,  er 
keep  the  nnity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peaoe/ 

2.  This  one  and  only  Faith  ihrongh  which  the  seal  can  be 
saved,  and  by  which  the  jost  live ;  is,  in  the  Jbret  place.  The 
snhstance  of  things  hoped  for ;  and  is,  in  the  asooiwi  place.  The 
evidence  of  things  not  seen.^  It  is  that  grace  which  concems 
itself  especially  with  realities  which  are  onseen — ^that  is,  which 
are  spiritual  and  eternal:*  and  amongst  these  unseen  things, 
those  with  which  it  concerns  itself  are  those  for  which  the  re- 
newed soul  earnestly  longs.  With  reference  to  these  things, 
considered  as  hoped  for,  Faith  is  the  substance  of  them  to  the 
renewed  soul :  with  reference  to  them  considered  as  unseen, 
Faith  is  the  evidence  of  them,  to  the  renewed  soul.  Such  is  the 
divine  exposition  of  this  great  grace  of  the  Spirit — ^this  decisive 
vital  manifestation  of  the  life  of  Gk)d  in  the  soul  that  is  born  from 
above.  We  may  indeed  confuse  and  perplex  ourselves  by  putting 
carious  significations  upon  the  words  substance  and  evidence;  cr 
rather,  perhaps,  upon  the  words  thus  rendered  into  English. 
But,  unless  we  do  so,  the  matter  is  perfectly  clear.  The  nature 
of  the  New  Creature  is  such,  the  state  of  the  renewed  soul  is 
such,  that  it  can  realize  as  actual  every  thing  to  which  it  has 
title  by  the  promise  of  Gbd ;  and  can  realise  as  actually  possessed 
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and  enjoyed  by  it,  so  much  of  its  promised  inheritance  as  is  be- 
stowed upon  it  in  this  life.  SubstantiaUy,  its  state  and  nature 
now  in  its  began  restoration  to  God,  are  what  they  will  be  when 
the  full  fruition  of  these  great  and  precious  promises  is  reached  : 
and  the  things  promised  and  now  partially  possessed,  and  the 
things  to  be  fully  possessed  hereafter  are  substantially  the  same. 
That  act  of  the  renewed  nature  which  realizes  and  appropriates 
the  promises  of  Gt)d,  is  Saving  Faith.  It  is  the  things  promised 
by  God  to  his  children  which  are  the  specific  objects  of  the  hopes 
of  the  renewed  soul :  these  are  the  very  things  hoped  for — of 
which  the  divine  definition  asserts  that  Faith  is  the  substance. 
For,  says  the  same  Apostle,  the  mystery  which  hath  been  hid 
from  ages  and  from  generations,  but  now  is  made  manifest  to  his 
saints,  if  they  continue  in  the  faith  grounded  and  settled,  and  be 
not  moved  away  from  the  hope  of  the  Gospel ;  this  mystery  of 
Grod  among  the  Gentiles,  the  riches  of  the  glory  of  which  he 
would  make  known  to  his  saints  ;  what  is  it,  but  Christ  in  you 
the  hope  of  glory  ?*  This  is  the  hope  by  which  the  same  Apos- 
tle says  we  are  saved.'  United  to  Christ  by  Faith,  resting  on 
Christ  by  Faith,  receiving  every  thing  from  Christ  and  receiving 
Christ  himself  by  Faith  :  it  is  througii  Faith  that  every  thing 
gracious  is  realized  by  the  renewed  soul.  Faith  is  the  substance 
of  things  hoped  for. 

3.  But  there  is  more.  Faith  is  the  evidence  of  things  not  seen. 
Of  the  existence  and  nature  of  the  outward  world — sense  is  the  evi- 
dence provided  by  God.  We  see,  and  feel,  and  touch,  and  taste, 
and  smell :  and  we — not  the  senses — but  wcy  by  them,  realize  all 
things  of  which  they  take  cognizance.  Of  the  things  which  pass 
within  us,  our  consciousness  is  the  evidence  :  we  realize  things  of 
which  consciousness  is  the  evidence.  Of  unseen — of  spiritual— of 
eternal  things — of  God's  purpose  of  saving  sinners — of  God's  way 
of  saving  sinners — of  the  infinite  and  endless  salvation  itself :  what 
evidence  have  we  or  can  we  have  ?  Twofold  :  firsts  their  revela- 
tion by  God  to  us ;  secondly y  their  revelation  by  God  in  us — that 
is,  the  occurrence  in  us  of  a  supernatural  regeneration,  by  which, 
being  bom  again  of  the  Spirit,  we  have  become  personally  cogni- 
zant of  these  revealed  things,  are  made  capable  of  apprehending 
them,  and  have  actually  realized  them.  That  vital  act  of  the  New 
Creature,  in  which  it  apprehends  and  realizes  these  unseen  things 
>GqL,L  11-21  'Bom.,Tiu.ti. 
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— these  infinite,  Bpiritnaly  eternal  realities— is  SaTing  Faith. 
And  80  Faith  is  the  evidence  of  things  not  seen.  Upon  the  data, 
it  is  an  evidence  perfectly  overwhelming:  to  gainsay  which  is 
wholly  impossibloi  except  we  deny  the  revelation  of  Gk>d  to  ns — 
or  the  revelation  of  Gh)d  in  ns.  Christian  people  ought  to  see 
that  the  tme  representation  of  this  vital  subject,  is  also  the  im- 
pr^^ble  representation  of  it :  and  that  all  paltering  with  it, 
casts  doubt  over  the  whole  revelation  of  God  both  to  us  and  in 
it.  They  ought  also  to  understand  that  the  evidence  of  sense 
and  of  consciousness  concoming  the  outward  and  inward  things 
to  which  they  respectively  relate,  is  neither  more  dear  in  itself^ 
more  decisive  in  its  nature,  nor  more  secure  from  unbelieving 
cavils,  than  the  evidence  of  Faith  is  concerning  the  unseen  things 
to  which  it  relates.  They  ought  to  know  that  the  same  scepti- 
cism which,  under  the  abused  name  of  Philosophy,  assails  the 
trustworthiness  of  their  Faith,  assails  alike  the  trustworthiness 
of  their  consciousness  and  of  their  senses.  So  far,  at  least,  such 
unbelievers  are  right,  that  judging  God  unworthy  to  be  trusted, 
we  can  have  little  reason,  afterwards,  to  trust  any  thing  else. 

4  Thus  defined,  the  intimate  nature  of  this  perpetual  mani- 
festation of  the  new  life  of  the  soul,  is  still  further  opened  to  us 
by  the  Scriptures.  In  order  to  be  saved,  the  belief  which  we 
must  exercise  concerning  Jesus  Christ,  is  a  belief  in  the  heart. 
The  word,  said  Moses,  is  very  nigh  unto  thee,  in  thy  mouth,  and 
in  thy  heart.'  Paul  quotes  this,  and  adds,  That  is,  the  word  of 
faith  which  we  preach  :  1  hat  if  thou  shalt  confess  with  thy  mouth 
the  Lord  Jesus,  and  shalt  believe  in  thine  heart  that  God  hath 
raised  him  fix)m  the  dead,  thou  shalt  be  saved.  For  with  the 
heart  man  believcth  unto  righteousness,  and  with  the  mouth 
confession  is  made  unto  salvation.*  This  is  the  same  decisive 
truth  which  Philip  announced  to  the  Ethiopian  eunuch  when  he 
baptized  him  on  the  way  that  goeth  down  from  Jerusalem  unto 
Gaza  :  If  thou  believest  with  all  thine  heart,  thou  mayest.'  Nor 
is  the  statement  of  the  case  more  distinct,  than  the  reason  of  it 
is.  That  which  is  decisive  of  our  moral  condition,  cannot  pos- 
sibly restrict  itself  to  our  mental  condition  :  the  presence  or  the 
absence  of  Faith  in  Christ,  is  decisive  of  our  moral  state  :  it  is 
therefore  idle  to  speak  of  a  Saving  Faith  which  relates  only  to 
the  understanding.  On  the  contrary,  that  Faith,  the  end  of 
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which  18  the  salvation  of  the  soul,'  and  the  effect  of  which  is  vic- 
tory over  the  world  :*  is  a  Faith  which  works  by  love,'  and  which 
80  working  purifies  the  heart/  And  thus  we  see  that  without 
Faith  it  is  impossible  to  please  God.'  On  the  other  hand,  it  is 
not  only  impossible  for  the  world  by  wisdom  to  know  God,  but 
this  impossibility  is  directly  connected  with  the  wisdom  of  God:* 
fcr  it  is  of  the  very  essence  of  salvation  that  it  must  be  by  grace; 
and  if  by  grace,  not  only  that  it  should  be  through  Faith,  but 
that  Faith  should  stand,  not  in  the  wisdom  of  men,  but  in  the 
power  of  God.'  Saviug  Faith,  therefore,  cannot  be  any  mere  ex- 
ercise of  the  human  understanding — any  mere  act  of  the  mind 
of  man,  in  which  it  believes  any  testimony,  even  that  of  Gtxi, 
about  every  thing— ^ven  salvation.  But  it  is  a  grace  of  the 
divine  Spirit,  whereby  the  New  Creature  receives  and  rests  upon 
Christ  crucified,  as  he  is  offered  to  us  in  the  Gospel,  for  salva- 
tion.* 

5.  In  effect,  the  relation  in  which  wo  stand  to  G^  considered 
as  our  Creator,  still  more  considered  as  our  Saviour,  makes  it  in- 
conceivable how  Faith  could  be  any  thing  else  than  what  the 
Scriptures  represent  it  to  be  ;  or  how  it  could  be  effectual  in  our 
salvation,  if  it  were  any  thing  but  what  it  is.  His  absolute  do- 
nunion  over  us  as  Creator  and  Saviour,  and  our  absolute  depen- 
dence on  him  as  creatures  and  sinners,  beget,  as  the  unavoidable 
result,  a  condition  on  our  part  in  which  a  believing,  loving, 
hoping,  confiding,  rejoicing  trust  in  him,  is  our  very  highest  con- 
odvable  estate  here  below.  And,  perhaps,  that  very  order  is 
not  far  firom  the  exact  progress  of  our  increasing  Faith.  In  like 
manner,  the  nature  even  of  our  intellectual  powers  is  such,  that 
knowledge  itself  takes  its  rise,  not  from  any  process  of  the  reason, 
bat  from  an  unshaken  belief— trust — in  the  ultimate  truths — 
the  fundamental  data  of  consciousness.  So  that,  considering 
haman  nature  in  whatever  light,  the  more  thoroughly  we  under- 
stand ourselves,  the  more  grand  and  simple  does  that  sublime 
tmth  of  Ghxi  appear,  which  in  its  glorious  proportion  involves  all 
other  truth,  and  which — if  Philosophy  were  worthy  of  such  an 
aanciation — ^I  would  call  a  divine  Philosophy.  How  futile  then, 
moat  those  pretensions  be,  which  attribute  to  the  mere  will  of 
,  things  which  sotransc  end  the  soul  itself  to  which  the  will 
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is  salgeoty  tiist  thflgr  demand  ilM  power  of  GM  t  No  erne  pn- 
tends  that  mail  has  mote  than  one  soiiL  All  hk  powen^  aeBtal 
and  moral,  aze  but  fiumltias  of  that  one  sonl— manifestations  of 
ilB  Uft  and  qnalitisB.  When  it  was  pnie,  so  wwe  tlnqr :  when  H 
is  depraved,  so  are  thejr :  when  it  is  zestoied,  so  aie  thej:  The 
poweis  of  lift  all  combined,  cannot  exceed  life  itsel£  To  allege 
that  any  partionlar  power  exceeds  the  fiMoe  of  the  whole  sonl,  is 
sslfHxmtradictioos.  The  wQl  and  the  nnderstanding  can  eSbot 
nothing  which  transcends  the  force  of  the  other  fiumlties  with 
which,  under  which,  or  over  which  thej  can  be  supposed  to  ope- 
rate :  much  less  which  transcends  the  whole  force  of  them  all 
united,  and  of  the  soul  itsel£  Na]r,if  thewiUandnndeistanding 
aielactdtiesof  the  soul,  and  if  the  soul  isdepiaTed ;  it  is  simplj 
a  contradiction  in  terms  to  say,  the  will  or  understanding  oonld^ 
even  if  it  would,  or  that  it  would  even  if  it  could,  do  any  thing 
whatever,  so  long  as  the  soul  continued  depraved,  which  was  in* 
ocm^tent  with  that  depravity.  The  barrier  of  nature  cannot  be 
surmounted  except  under  a  force  which  transoends  nature.  We 
cannot  extricate  ourselves  from  the  pollutum  of  sin,  and  from 
the  impotence  which  that  pollutioo  begets,  except  by  the  graoe 
of  Gt>d.  The  Bacrifice  of  Christ,  the  work  of  the  Spirit,  the 
word  of  God,  the  means  of  grace  :  these  are  the  remedy.  And 
Faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  is  the  proof  that  they  are  effectuid.' 

III. — 1.  In  a  preceding  chapter  (chap,  iv.,  Book  L,)  when 
explaining  the  special  conditionB  of  the  Covenant  of  Bedemp- 
tion,  considered  as  special  obligations  binding  upon  sinners  for 
whom  God  has  provided  a  Saviour,  it  became  necessary  to  dis- 
cuss generally,  and  to  exhibit  summarily,  the  nature  of  Saving 
Faith  and  of  Repentance  unto  life,  with  the  Scripture  proofs  of 
both.  I  shall  not  repeat  here  what  I  have  advanced  in  that 
chapter.  In  general,  Faith  has  immediate  relevancy,  firsi^  to 
Christ  who  is  the  author  and  finisher  of  it,  and,  ascondljfy  to 
divine  truth  as  the  remedy  for  the  diseased  soul :  while  Bepent- 
ance  has  immediate  relevancy,  ^rs^,  to  the  disease  of  the  soul 
itself,  and,  atcondly^  to  our  Creator  who  is  outraged  by  it,  and 
to  our  Saviour  who  heals  it  The  two  graces  cover  the  whde 
case,  in  its  ruin,  in  its  remedy,  and  in  its  actual  cure.  Consid- 
ered subjectively,  that  is,  as  wrought  in  us,  and  considered  sav- 
inglyi  that  is,  as  having  Christ  crucified  for  its  object.  Faith  is 

>  SOor.,  x.4|S. 


CBAP.Xm.]  8AVIK0    FAITH.  263 

to  be  viewed  under  several  distinct  aspects,  if  we  would  escape 
coofusion  in  our  conception  of  its  whole  scope,  (a)  It  is  a  con- 
dition of  the  Covenant  of  Bedemption,  without  which  salvation 
through  grace  is  not  only  impossible,  but  inconceivable :  and,  in 
like  manner,  is  not  only  a  duty,  but  the  first  and  constant  duty 
of  every  sinner  of  the  human  race,  to  whom  the  knowledge  of 
the  divine  Saviour  comes.  (6)  It  is  the  particular  grace  of  the 
divine  Spirit,  by  the  exercise  of  which  the  renewed  soul  is  united 
to  Christ  in  its  EiSectual  Calling  ;  by  the  exercise  of  which  it 
receives,  in  its  Justification,  the  righteousness  of  Christ  imputed 
to  it ;  and  by  the  exercise  of  which  the  virtue  of  Christ  as  Medi- 
ator, flows  to  all  those  thus  united  to  him,  and  having  this  com- 
munion with  him.  (c)  It  is  a  gracious  habit  of  the  renewed  soul, 
produced  in  all  penitent  and  believing  sinners,  by  the  Spirit  and 
word  of  Grod :  a  habit  of  soul  peculiar  to  them — being  a  vital 
manifestation  of  their  New  Creation:  a  habit  of  which  the  whole 
soul  is  the  seat — by  means  whereof  every  Christian  grace  is 
Btrengthened — and  the  work  of  God  within  us  carried  on  to  per- 
fection. It  is  the  first  of  these  three  aspects  which  has  been 
particularly  considered,  in  the  chapter  before  referred  to :  the 
second  aspect  has  been  particularly  treated  several  times:  (chap- 
ters vi.,  vii.,  viii.,  ix.,  Book  II. :)  and  the  third  aspect  of  it  has 
been  constantly  involved  in  all  the  subjects  discussed  in  the  sec- 
ond Book,  and  is  more  especially  fundamental  in  the  enquiries 
pursued  in  the  last  three  chapters  of  it,  (chapters  x.,  xi.,  xii., 
Book  II.) 

2.  This  gracious  habit  of  the  renewed  soul,  and  this  bearing 
of  Faith  towards  all  other  Christian  graces,  and  towards  the 
whole  work  of  God  within  us,  and  all  the  acts  of  God  toward 
08 :  all  combine  to  point  out  to  us  with  great  clearness,  the  na- 
ture, use,  and  effects  of  this  grace  itself.  The  same  thing  is 
true,  if  extending  the  enquiry  we  consider  its  relation  to  each 
person  of  the  Godhead,  its  dependence  upon  the  word  of  God, 
its  connection  with  the  means  of  grace,  and  its  relevancy  to  the 
New  Creature.  The  result  of  a  survey  of  that  description — the 
details  of  which  make  up  so  large  a  part  of  all  evangelical  preach- 
ing— may  be  sunmiarily  and  briefly  stated — ^for  the  present  neces- 
sity, (a)  The  nature  of  Saving  Faith  is,  that  it  is  the  primeval, 
continual,  and  characteristic  manifestation  of  the  New  Creature: 
the  fundamental  evidence  of  the  commencement  and  continuance 
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of  the  life  of  God  in  the  soul  of  a  regenerated  sinner.  (6)  Its 
use  is,  to  nnite  the  renewed  soal  to  the  divine  Redeemer,  who 
was  crucified  for  it ;— to  enable  the  soul  thus  united  to  him  to 
have  communion  with  him  in  this  life,  both  in  grace  and  in  glory, 
and  communion  through  him  with  the  saints  of  God  in  love;  and 
to  enable  it,  in  this  communion  with  Christ  in  this  life,  to  receive 
from  him  and  through  him,  every  blessing  and  every  benefit  of 
the  Covenant  of  Redemption,  (c)  Its  effSsct  is,  that  we  receive 
the  salvation  of  our  soul — which  is  the  veiy  end  of  our  Faith : 
being  completely  prepared  thereto  by  continual  growth  in  grace, 
through  the  use  and  increase  of  Faith  in  our  communion  with 
Christ :  the  saving  light  in  our  understanding,  the  knowledge 
and  apprehension  of  saving  mysteries,  the  inclining  of  our  will 
to  God,  and  the  conforming  of  it  unto  him,  the  purification  of 
our  desires,  the  sanctification  of  our  conscience,  and  the  mov- 
ing of  our  heart  and  soul  nnto  Gkxl,  being  all  advanced  and  per- 
fected more  and  more :  God,  who  wrought  Faith  at  first  in  oar 
heart,  working  by  it  in  the  heart  afterwards,  and  causing  the 
renewed  heart  itself  to  work  by  it  towards  God/  Can  any 
thing  be  more  simple,  more  complete,  more  efilectual,  more 
gracious  ? 

8.  The  object  of  God's  revelation  to  sinful  men  is,  that  we 
may  know  the  infinite  evil  of  our  condition — ^may  be  shown  the 
way  of  deliverance — and  may  be  actually  delivered.  Christ 
Jesus,  the  solo  and  perfect  cause  of  the  salvation  revealed  to  us, 
is  therefore  the  sura  of  the  revelation  of  God  :  and  Faith  in  his 
name  is  the  only  way  whereby  we  can  obtain  the  salvation  re- 
vealed in  him.  It  is  perfectly  manifest,  therefore,  that  this  Sa- 
viour and  this  revelation  of  him,  are  the  exclusive  objects  with 
which  this  Faith  is  concerned;  and  that  with  both  these  its  con- 
cern is  incessant.  We  objectify  the  substance  of  this  blessed 
revelation,  and  call  it,  the  Faith ;  but  in  doing  so  it  is  at  oar 
peril,  that  we  add  nothing,  and  that  we  take  nothing  away.  We 
also  subjectify  that  great  system  of  divine  truth,  and  apply  the 
word  Faith  to  the  whole  inward  condition  of  the  soul,  answer- 
ing to  that  whole  revealed  salvation;  but  again,  it  is  at  our  peril, 
that  herein  wo  must  so  act  as  to  have  the  answer  of  a  good  eon- 
science  toward  God.  The  knowledge  and  conviction  of  the  reality 
of  our  sins,  and  of  the  truth,  goodness  and  faithfulness  of  God 
»  Bph.,  I  19— iL  8;  PhlL,  L  29;  EEok.,  xixvL  26;  Rom.,  x.  10;  John,  vl  44. 


CHAP.  Zm.]  SAVING    FAITH.  266 

in  his  propoeals  of  deliverance  to  ns,  are  manifestly  at  the  foun- 
dation of  onr  Faith  in  ChriBt  as  our  Saviour.  Upon  this  the 
Scriptures  continually  insist.'  Nor  are  that  knotvledge  and  that 
conviction,  however  indispensable  they  may  be  and  however  real, 
floflScient  of  themselves.  To  be  saved,  we  must  actually  embrace 
the  salvation,  which  we  know  we  need,  and  which  we  know  to 
be  attainable.'  Nay,  we  must  embrace  it  and  him  who  bestows 
it  on  us,  as  the  only  salvation  and  the  only  Saviour :  resting  on 
bim  alone,  believing  in  him  alone ;  confidently,  joyfully  risking 
our  souls  upon  him.  We  may,  if  it  pleases  us,  <»I1  the  knowledge 
and  conviction  of  which  I  have  spoken,  the  first  act  of  Faith ; 
the  embracing  the  ofiered  salvation  the  second  ;  and  the  unre- 
served and  exclusive  resting  on  Christ,  the  third.  Many  do  so. 
That  last,  however,  is  true  Faith  ;  the  direct  act  of  the  renewed 
soul,  which  convinced  of  its  sin,  misery,  and  impotence — believ- 
ing and  trusting  Gtod — receives  and  rests  upon  Christ  alone  for 
salvation.'  Did  Christ  ever  cast  out  any  who  came  thus  to 
him  ?     He  said  he  would  in  no  wise  do  itt  < 

4L  Intimate  as  the  connection  is  between  Faith  and  the  exis- 
tence and  growth  of  other  Christian  graces  ;  and  between  Faith 
and  righteousness,  both  imputed  and  inherent ;  it  is  far  from 
being  true  that  Faith  is  the  efficient  cause  of  the  existence  or  the 
growth  of  any  other  grace — or  of  the  growth  of  the  soul  in  grace ; 
fcr  from  being  true  that  Faith  itself  is  the  righteousness  we  need, 
or  that  it  is  imparted  to  us  as  if  it  were  that  righteousness,  or 
that  it  produces  that  righteousness.  None  of  these  things  are 
true  :  nor  is  it  possible  to  accept  either  of  them  as  true,  without 
sabverting  Faith  itself,  and  rendering  the  whole  work  of  divine 
grace  in  man  inexplicable.  The  soul  of  man  is  renewed  by  the 
Holy  Ghost :  the  cause  of  the  renewal  of  that  particular  soul,  is 
that  Christ  has  redeemed  it  by  his  most  precious  blood :  the 
manner  of  the  renewal  is,  the  application  to  it  by  the  Spirit  of 
the  virtue  of  Christ's  Mediation.  Being  renewed,  its  new  life 
manifests  itself  in  Faith  towards  Jesus  Christ,  and  in  all  other 
Christian  graces :  and  the  threefold  aspect  of  Faith,  and  the  na- 
ture, use,  and  effect  of  Faith,  have  all  been  carefully  explained. 
All  Christian  graces  are  fruits  of  the  Spirit — all  are  vital  mani- 
festations of  the  New  Creature — all  are  results  of  our  communion 

*Ii.,luLll;  jrna,xviL13;  lPet.,iiil6.    •Jno.,  iiL33;  Matt,xi.28;  Col^iLS. 
>  QtL,  it  20 ;  Heb.,  It.  16;  Bph.,  iil  12.      *  John,  tI  37. 


KP  turn  M^Jg^WhMS^QM  Ojr  QOD.  IjWWf. 

niih  Ohmt-«ll  are  piodiiotB  of  tbe  virtu  q£  kit  Mfldhiion. 
Tbdr  ezitteiioe  and  tlwir  growth,  sod  the  ipoirtkof  the  ooiil  in 
graoQ^  depend  open  Christ  m  the  cauaey  and  upon  the  Spirit  m 
the  agent,  and  npon  the  woid  of  God  and  the  inititiited ) 
of  graoe  as  instnunenta,  so  fiur  as  any  instnuneiifts  an 
Taith  as  it  is  a  giaoe  itsdf,  xanUng  with  the  leat-Huid  as  it  k  a 
gnM)e  having  peculiar  fanotions,  which  haye  been  eqJainedyaetiag 
aoooiding  to  them.  With  regard  to  righteoosness,  the  rightF* 
aoosness  we  need,  whether  impoted  or  inherenli  is  tke  n^teoos- 
nesB  of  Ohrist,  not  the  pretended  righteousness  at  our  Faith: 
the  righteousness  of  Christ's  person  as  Immanuel — the  righteoua- 
'  niess  of  the  Mediator's  obedieDce  and  that  of  his  saorifioe  as  la- 
manneL  And  the  relevancy  of  our  Faith  thereto  is,  that  being 
related  by  it  to  Christ,  as  repeatedly  explained,  by  meana  of  it 
that  rigfateousneei  is  both  imputed  to  as  and  wrooght  in  ua  by 
Qod.  In  some  important  respects  GhMxl  Works  may  indeed  be 
said  to  be  the  product  of  our  Faith.  But  Good  Works  are  really 
such,  only  when  perfboned  by  those  already  regenerated  and  jni^ 
tifled ;  that  is,  of  those  who  have  participated  in  the  righteona- 
ness  of  Christ,  both  imputed  and  inherent  And  even  then  these 
Good  Works,  even  with  the  help  of  the  Faith  which  prompted 
them,  80  far  from  supplying  the  place  of  the  divine  righteousness 
we  need,  do  themselves  need  to  be  considered  as  performed  by  us  in 
Christ,  before  God  can  accept  them  at  alL  If  the  New  Birth 
taught  throughout  the  Scriptures,  and  declared  by  Christ  to  be 
the  foundation  of  eternal  life,  is  accepted  as  a  divine  reality ; 
then  every  thing  is  clear  concerning  Faith,  as  well  as  every  other 
Christian  grace.  If  that  divine  regeneration  is  denied,  then  all 
gracious  exercises  of  the  soul,  in  the  sense  of  the  Scriptures,  are 
impossible  ;  and  all  imaginations  that  would  supply  their  place, 
whether  by  outward  rites,  or  mentcJ  acts,  or  any  combination  of 
both,  are  wholly  futile. 

IV.— 1.  The  relation  of  Faith  to  the  word  of  God  and  to  the 
means  of  grace,  is  as  distinct  as  its  relation  to  Christ,  to  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  to  the  New  Creature.  The  Lord  Jesus  as  Mediator,  is 
no  less  really  our  Prophet,  than  be  is  our  Priest,  and  our  Kii^ : 
and  however  indispensable  it  may  be  that  he  should  redeem  us, 
and  that  he  should  subdue  us  unto  himself,  it  is  no  less  so  that 
he  should  cause  us  to  know  God,  and  to  know  him  with  a  divine 
and  infallible  knowledge  unto  salvation.    Under  every  dispen 
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turn  the  great  principle  has  always  been,  that  whosoever  will 
oall  on  the  name  of  the  Lord  shall  be  saved.'    But  to  call  on  him, 
men  must  believe  in  him  ;  and  to  believe  in  him,  they  must  be 
taught  concerning  him  ;  and  that  teaching  must  be  divinely 
competent  and  divinely  authorized.    And  such  is  the  exposition 
given  by  Gh>d  ;  and  so  Faitli  comes  by  hearing,  and  hearing  by 
the  word  of  Gk>d,  is  the  divine  conclusion  drawn.'    And  with  this 
all  Scripture  accords.    It  is  in  this  aspect  of  the  matter,  that  we 
readily  see  the  cause  of  the  difl'erences  in  the  degree  of  Faith  in 
different  persons,  and  in  the  same  person  at  different  times  ;  the 
explanation  of  the  growth  and  decay  of  Faith,  and  of  the  im- 
mense variety  of  emotions  and  of  acts  resulting  from  the  exercise 
of  Faith,  as  one  or  other  divine  truth  is  its  special  object.    In  a 
word,  as  soon  as  we  accept  the  idea  that  Faith  is  every  way  af- 
fected by  means — and  as  soon  as  we  know  exactly  what  those 
means  are :  then — as  in  every  other  part  of  our  salvation — these 
conditions  must  be  estimated,  if  we  would  know  the  whole  truth. 
Thus,  while  Faith  is  a  grace  universal  in  all  believers,  and  so 
fundamental  that  the  sinner  cannot  be  saved  without  it,  nor  the 
Kew  Creature  exist  without  manifesting  it ;  yet  it  exists  in  very 
different  degrees,  it  is  liable  to  be  many  ways  assailed,  it  may  be 
greatly  obscured,  and  it  may  be  exceedingly  strengthened.'    The 
whole  movement  and  action  of  it  is  supernatural,  through  special 
means :  not  miraculous,  nor  yet  merely  natural.      Yet  in  the 
midst  of  all  vicissitudes  and  perils,  the  true  believer  has  an  anchor 
of  the  soul,  both  sure  and  stedfast,  which  entereth  into  that 
within  the  veil.^    And  ho  has  the  shield  of  Faith,  wherewith  he 
shall  be  able  to  quench  all  the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked.'    And 
80  whatsoever  is  bom  of  God  overcometh  the  world  :  and  this  b 
the  victory  that  overcometh  the  world,  even  our  Faith.* 

2.  I  have  several  times  hod  occasion  to  point  out,  that  full 
assurance  of  Faith  and  hope  wjis  the  privilege  of  every  true  be- 
liever, in  this  life  ;  after  which  every  one  ought  to  hunger  and 
thinst,  and  in  the  habitual  enjoyment  of  which,  every  one  should 
strive  to  live.  To  this  end,  the  Apostle  expresses  the  strong 
desire  that  every  one,  leaving  the  principles  of  the  doctrine  of 
Christ,  should  go  on  to  perfection  ;  showing  all  diligence  to  the 

*  Joel,  il  32;  Acta,  il  21 ;  Ronu,  z.  13.  *  Rom.,  z.  U-17. 

*  HebL,  T.  13,  U;  Rom.,  iv.  19,  20;  Matt.,  vl  30;  viiL  10;  Luke,  xxii.  31,  32. 
« Hofau,  tL  10.  «  Kph.,  vL  16.  •  1  John,  v.  4. 
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fiiU  asBnranoe  of  hope  onto  the  end.'  The  jofit  ought  not  only 
to  live  hy  Faith ;  but  thejr  ought  to  draw  near  to  Ood  with  a 
true  heart  in  full  assuraDoe  of  Faith.'  For  the  true  way  to  he 
made  partakers  of  Christ,  is  to  hold  fast  the  beginning  of  our 
confidence  stedfast  unto  the  end:  and  then  it  is  that  Christ 
dwells  in  us,  when  we  thus  hold  fast  the  confidence  and  rejoicing 
of  the  hope  unto  the  end.'  We  ought  to  be  fully  persuaded  that 
what  God  has  promised,  he  is  able  also  to  perform  :  which  is  pre- 
cisely the  state  of  soul  in  which  Abraham  received  the  promise, 
through  the  righteousness  of  Faith,  and  was  strong  in  Faith, 
^giving  glory  to  God.*  And  thus  the  hearts  of  God's  saints 
would  be  comforted,  being  knit  together  in  love,  and  unto  all 
riches  of  the  full  assurance  of  understanding,  to  the  acknowledge* 
ment  of  the  mystery  of  God,  and  of  the  Father,  and  of  Christ ; 
in  whom  are  hid  all  the  treasures  of  wisdom  and  knowledge.* 
The  Scriptures,  however,  do  not  teach  that  this  fidl  assurance 
of  grace  and  salvation  so  belongs  to  the  essence  of  Faith,  as  that 
true  believers  must  immediately  receive  it,  or  always  enjoy  it 
What  justifies  us  is  not  Faith  in  justification,  but  Faith  in  Christ 
The  object  of  Faith  is  Christ  himself — not  any  separate  work  of 
his,  much  less  any  act  or  quality  in  us.  We  must,  assuredly,  be 
really  justified,  before  we  can  have  any  gracious  assurance  that 
we  are  justified ;  we  must,  undoubtedly,  have  Faith,  before  we 
can  have  any  divine  assurance  that  we  have  it.  It  is  manifest, 
therefore,  that  assurance  cannot  be  of  the  very  essence  of  Faith. 
Moreover,  it  is  impossible  to  assert,  tliat  Grod  cannot  perform  for 
us,  any  act  outward  as  to  us — as  for  esample  the  acts  justifying 
us  and  adopting  us — without  our  having  an  infallible  inward 
conviction  that  he  has  done  so.  What  is  not  so  obvious,  but 
what  seems  equally  true,  is  that  it  is  impossible  to  say  God  can- 
not perform  inward  works  upon  the  soul — as  for  example,  Re- 
generation, and  progressive  Sanctification — without  begetting  in 
the  soul,  at  the  same  time,  an  infallible  and  permanent  assurance 
that  he  has  done  so.  The  believer  shall  be  saved  :  I  am  a  be- 
liever :  I  shall  be  saved  :  I  have  full  assurance  of  Faith  :  I  have 
full  fissurance  of  salvation.  Now  it  is  very  obvious  that  the  sec- 
ond and  fourth  statements  are  not  identical,  and  that  the  third 
and  fifth  are  not  identical.    The  Scriptures  everywhere  recognize 

*  Uob.,  vl  1-11.  •  Hob.,  X.  22,  38.  »  Heb.,  iil  6,  14. 

«  Rom.,  iv,  13,  20,  21.  «  OoL,  iL  2,  3. 
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the  differenoe,  and  urge  us  to  press  forward  to  the  highest  attain- 
ments, to  covet  earnestly  the  best  gifts^  to  labour  diligently  for 
downing  tokens  of  God's  love.  Nevertheless,  our  Master,  who 
gently  leads  the  feeble  members  of  his  flock,  and  bears  the  lambs 
<tf  it  in  his  own  bosom,  is  far  from  rejecting  the  weary  and  heavy 
laden  who  struggle  after  him,  even  far  off  ! 

3.  There  is  no  aspect  of  true  religion  which  exposes  it  more 
distinctly  to  the  great  and  all  prevailing  cavil,  against  the  do- 
nunion  of  QoA  and  the  dependence  of  man,  than  any  just  pre- 
sentation of  the  nature  of  Saving  Faith  necessarily  must.     The 
moral  and  psychological  and  ethical  systems  of  unbelief,  are 
inecondlable  with  those  revealed  in  the  Scriptures.    This  view 
of  Faith,  it  is  alleged,  puts  man,  in  his  natural  state,  in  a  con- 
dition of  utter  spiritual  helplessness,  and  in  doing  so  assails  also 
bis  moral  freedom.     We  encounter  these  cavils  everywhere,  as 
BOOH  as  salvation  by  grace  is  clearly  exhibited.    Let  us  answer 
them  once  more.   If  natural  men  are  able  to  save  themselves,  let 
them  do  it :  and  then,  besides  the  great  advantage  tbey  will  se- 
cure, they  will  more  effectually  confute  the  religion  of  Jesus  than 
tbey  can  ever  do  it  by  reasoning.    In  that  case,  the  word  of  God 
ii  a  mighty  imposture;  and  the  sacrifice  of  Christ  is  either  a  pure 
fiotion,  or  an  act  of  atrocious  folly.     If,  however,  they  mean  that 
they  can  save  themselves  only  under  the  plan  of  salvation,  and 
by  virtue  of  the  Mediation  of  Christ,  so  explained  as  to  respect 
hnman  nature ;  it  is  very  obvious  that  what  this  means  is,  the 
denial  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  his  regenerating  work :  and  if 
they  can  save  themselves  that  way,  let  them  do  it.     Or,  if  what 
18  meant  is,  not  wholly  to  deny  the  divine  Spirit,  but  to  allege 
that  through  him,  God  for  Christ's  sake  gives  some  grace  to  all 
men,  and  that  they  who  use  it  aright  receive  more,  and  so  are 
saved :  it  is  obvious  that  in  this  way  the  sinner,  at  the  crisis, 
saves  himself  by  his  right  use  of  grace  given  equally  to  all  but 
only  improved  by  the  saved  ;  and  so  God,  and  Christ,  and  the 
Spirit,  do  not  save  sinners,  but  do  only  help  them  to  save  them- 
idves.     But  the  Scriptures  teach  in  the  clearest  manner,  and 
haman  experience  and  reason  confirm  their  teachings,  that  wo 
need  divine  grace  to  enable  and  incline  us  to  improve  grace 
already  given  to  us,  as  really  as  we  needed  the  grace  first  given  ; 
and  that  at  whatever  point,  and  whatever  moment,  we  are  left 
to  ouraelves,  there  we  fail,  and  there,  if  no  more  help  comes,  we 
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perish.  To  say  the  help  will  come,  is  simply  to  retract  the  cavil, 
and  admit  the  efficacy  of  soyereign  grace.  We  must  save  our- 
selves :  or  Gk)d  mast  save  us.  There  is  no  middle  way,  by  doing 
part  ourselves,  and  letting  Qod  do  part :  because  the  part  we  do, 
if  of  any  avail  is  gracious,  and  if  not  gracious  is  no  part  of  sal- 
vation. If  God  saves  sinners,  it  must  be  by  grace  through  Faith. 
If  sinners  save  themselves,  it  must  bo  by  works.  The  whole 
question  is,  by  which  covenant  is  salvation  for  sinners  attaina- 
ble— and  under  which  are  we  ?  If  we  need  infinite,  efficacious, 
sovereign,  free  grace  to  save  us,  then  we  are  helpless  sinners, 
and  must  cry  to  God  for  mercy.  If  we  do  not  need  either  divine 
mercy  or  divine  grace,  neither  have  we  any  need  of  Faith  ;  be- 
cause Faith  is  simply  the  middle  term  between  a  gracious  Ood 
and  helpless  sinners.  To  object,  therefore,  that  sinners  should 
be  accounted  helpless  in  the  matter  of  salvation,  is  simply  to 
deny  that  they  need  salvation,  or  to  deny  that  they  are  sinners, 
or  both. 

4.  As  to  the  moral  freedom  of  man,  and  the  efficacy  of  that 
freedom  unto  salvation,  I  repeat  what  I  have  said  above.  Let 
the  sinner  save  himself  by  means  of  his  moral  freedom  ;  and  his 
blessedness  and  the  triumph  of  his  cavil  will  be  complete.  Ac- 
cording to  the  word  of  God,  and  the  consent  of  all  penitent 
sinners,  the  renewal  of  the  will,  as  well  as  the  sanctification  of 
the  conscience,  the  change  of  the  heart,  and  the  enlightening  of 
the  understanding  of  the  sinner,  are  indispensable  to  his  salva- 
tion :  nor  is  it  possible  to  conceive  how  it  could  be  otherwise,  if 
his  nature  is  depraved,  and  if  his  will  is  any  part  of  his  nature. 
But  if  the  renewal  of  the  will  is  indispensable,  then  the  sinner 
must  renew  his  own  will — or  Goil  must  renew  it.  But  every  one 
knows,  and  God  plainly  teaches  us,  that  we  cannot  renew  our 
will :  and,  moreover,  it  cannot  be  renewed  at  all  without  renew- 
ing our  nature,  and  we  cannot  do  that.  But  if  the  renevml  of 
the  will  by  God  is  incompatible  with  the  moral  freedom  of  man, 
then  obviously  the  freedom  of  the  will  is  incompatible  with  sal- 
vation ;  because  its  renewal  by  God  is  indispensable  to  salvation, 
and  its  renewal  by  God  is  incompatible  with  its  freedom.  The 
cavil,  therefore,  is  absurd  in  the  form  of  it;  it  is  still  more  ab- 
surd in  the  matter  of  it.  For  it  holds  for  freedom,  aversion  to 
God  and  bondage  to  sin  ;  and  it  holds  for  bondage,  likeness  to 
God  and  freedom  from  sin;  which,  in  both  cases,  and  in  the  very 
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natnre  of  thiDgs,  is  self-contradictions.  It  follows,  necessarily, 
that  the  renewal  of  the  will  of  man  hj  the  Spirit  of  God  is  not 
inconsistent  with  human  freedom  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  is  the 
deliverance  of  the  will  of  man  firom  fatal  bondage,  and  the  resto- 
lation  of  it  to  the  freedom  wherein  it  was  created.  It  follows, 
moreover,  that  from  the  natural  state  of  bondage  of  the  will  of 
&llen  man,  nothing  can  flow  that  is  spiritually  good ;  and  by 
consequence,  that  every  system  built  on  the  contrary  supposi- 
tion, must  be  contrary  to  truth  and  holiness.  And,  finally,  it  is 
manifest  that  the  view  of  Faith  and  the  manner  of  its  produc- 
tion and  action,  which  requires  us  to  contemplate  the  will  of 
man  as  already  in  bondage  to  sin,  and  which  proposes  its  re- 
newal in  holiness  by  God's  Spirit,  is  in  precise  accordance  with 
the  only  idea  of  the  moral  freedom  of  man,  which  is  consistent 
with  itself^  with  the  nature  of  things,  or  with  the  word  of 
God.  This  cavil,  therefore,  as  well  as  the  one  l)efore  consid- 
ered, is  directed,  in  fact,  against  the  entire  spiritual  system  of 
Gk)d,  of  man,  of  sin,  and  of  salvation  disclosed  in  the  Scriptures  ; 
and  is  founded  on  views  wholly  erroneous,  as  to  all  of  them. 

5.  How  high  this  great  grace,  the  gift  of  God  wrought  in 
the  soul  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  may  rise — what  glorious  evidences 
may  attend  it — what  inestimable  fruits  it  may  produce — what 
mighty  acts  it  may  perform  :  these  are  topics  which  require  the 
meditations  of  God's  people,  and  the  practical  enforcement  of 
God's  ministers  continually,  rather  than  the  condensed  and 
systematic  statement  of  a  Treatise  like  this.  On  the  other 
hand,  how  low  and  how  limited  may  be  the  state  of  divine 
knowledge,  with  which  it  may  be  found  powerfully  associ- 
ated, in  simple  and  earnest  hearts ;  and  how  fervently  it 
may  work  in  them,  with  a  very  few  of  the  great  truths  of 
God,  unto  a  mighty  height  of  grace :  this  is  neither  the  place 
nor  the  way  to  determine.  So  much  at  least  may  be  asserted, 
that  any  just  exhibition  of  the  true  nature,  and  use,  and  effect 
of  Faith  toward  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  must  disclose  sufficient 
reason  for  the  great  place  it  occupies  in  the  sacred  Scriptures, 
and  the  perpetual  urgency  of  all  Christian  people  concerning 
it  There  is  no  marvel  that  in  the  judgment  of  God,  and  by  the 
ooDseot  of  all  who  have  sought  his  favour  in  a  way  acceptable 
to  him,  it  should  be  ranked  as  the  first  of  the  two  chief  offices 
of  true  religion. 


CHAPTER    XIV. 

BBPBNTANCB   TOWARD   GOD. 

I.  L  Oooneotioii  between  Bepentanoe  And  Faiths — 2.  Faith  competent  only  to  natand 
sinneTB. — 3.  Repentance  competent  onlj  to  believing  ainnen.— 4.  New  Obe- 
dience :  Relation  of  Faith  and  Repentance  thereta — 6.  Life,  Rigfateonsneas,  Re- 
pentance: Relations  between  them^ — IL  1.  The  Knowledge  of  Good  and  Evil  In 
ICan:  Relation  thereof  to  hia  Fan  and  Reooveiy. — 8.  Moral  Judgments  and  Feel- 
ing: Effect  of  Regeneration.— 3.  IndisaoluUe  oonnection  between  oar  Monl 
Judgments  and  Feeling:  Effects  of  Divine  Grace. — i.  Relation  of  the  Moral  N»> 
ture  of  Man  to  the  Spiritual  System  of  the  Scriptures;  and  to  that  of  Atheism. — 
5.  Self-condemnation  of  the  Natural  Conadenoe :  Sense  of  Blamewortldness  of  the 
Renewed  GonsdMice :  Standard  of  each.^-6.  Healthfulness  of  Oonsdence-^DIvine 
Grace— Repentance.— III.  L  The  Law  of  God:  Relation  of  the  Natural  Mkn 
thereta — 2.  The  Satiafiiction  of  Christ :  Uis  Relation  therem  to  Sinners:  theirs  to 
him  through  Faith  and  Repentance. — 3.  Acts  of  the  Penitent  Soul:  Grief  and 
Hatred  for  Sin:  Turning  finom  it  unto  God:  Purpose  of  New  Obedience. — 
4.  States  of  the  Penitent  Soul:  Sense  of  the  true  Nature  of  Sin:  Apprehension 
of  the  Mercy  of  God  in  Christ — 6.  Intimate  Nature  of  Repentance :  Definition 
of  it — IT.  1.  Perpetual  Necessity  of  Repentance. — 2.  Great  Peculiarity  of  Re- 
pentance.— 3.  Love  and  Faithfulness  of  Christ — 4.  Wide  Connection^  Simplicity, 
and  Certainty  of  the  Doctrine  taught 

I. — 1.  The  sacred  Scriptures  continually  unite  Repentance 
toward  Grod  and  Faith  toward  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  And  in 
one  of  the  most  affecting  incidents  of  his  wonderful  ministry,  the 
f^reat  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles  told  the  Elders  of  the  Church  at 
Ephesus,  that  they  had  personal  knowledge  from  his  first  coming 
into  Asia,  that  he  had  kept  back  nothing  that  was  profitable, 
because  he  had  testified  continually  these  two  truths,  which  in  a 
manner  sum  up  the  Gospel.*  Saving  Faith — Bepentance  unto 
Life  :  the  very  terms  that  qualify  them,  show  their  indissoluble 
union. 

2.  In  his  perfect  state  man  was  perfectly  bound  to  believe 
God,  and  was  far  more  capable  of  doing  so  than  in  his  fallen 
8t4ite.  Nevertheless,  no  idea  can  be  formed  of  man  in  his  perfect 
state,  which  presents  him  to  us  as  capable  of  exercising  what  the 

>  Acta,  XX.  18-21. 
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Scriptures  iotend  by  Saving  Faith.  Because  this  is  a  state  of 
soul  peculiar  to  mau,  both  after  he  has  fallen  and  been  restored : 
and  in  it,  the  cause,  the  nature,  and  the  manner  both  of  that 
fall  and  that  restoration,  are  involved.  The  Saviour  of  believing 
sinners  is  the  very  cause,  and  the  quickener  and  comforter  of 
penitent  sinners  is  the  very  agent,  and  the  divine  word  by  which 
believing  and  penitent  sinners  are  begotten  again  is  the  very  in- 
strument, which  make  the  whole  matter  at  once  intelligible  and 
real :  and  without  the  whole  of  which  it  is  neither  possible  nor 
intelligible. 

3.  All  this  is  equally  true  of  Repentance,  as  of  Faith.  That 
also^  in  its  very  nature  and  in  every  complete  view  which  it  is 
possible  to  take  of  it,  is  a  state  of  soul  peculiar  to  a  sinner  who 
has  both  fallen  and  been  restored.  As  Faith  is  concerned  chiefly 
with  the  cause  and  the  manner  of  the  recovery,  so  Repentance  is 
concerned  chiefly  with  the  malady  itself  and  the  means  and  pro- 
gress of  the  recovery.  Christ  and  salvation  arc  the  great  objects 
of  the  believing  soul :  God  and  our  sins  are  the  great  objects  of 
the  penitent  soul.  It  is  perfectly  obvious  that  a  soul  which  was 
never  lost  and  therefore  never  had  need  of  a  Saviour,  never  couM 
exercise  Saving  Faith  in  Christ ;  and  equally  so,  that  a  soul 
never  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins  could  never  turn  from  sin  or  unto 
God,  with  Repentance  unto  Life.  And  so  the  Lord  plainly  said, 
I  am  not  come  to  call  the  righteous,  but  sinners  to  repentance.' 
And,  so  also.  Repentance  unto  Life  is  every  way  impossible  under 
the  Covenant  of  Works.  Impossible  if  that  covenant  were  per- 
fectly fulfilled  by  us  ;  because,  in  that  case,  we  already  had  lite 
by  obedience,  and  had  no  sin  to  repent  of.  Impossible  after  we 
have  broken  that  covenant,  because  its  condition  was  not  repent- 
ance but  obedience,  which  condition  being  broken,  the  covenant 
was  at  an  end  as  a  means  of  life  ;  and,  moreover,  even  if  it  could 
have  remained  as  a  covenant  of  life  after  its  breach,  it  contained 
no  remedy  for  transgression  but  punishment,  and  in  its  ver}'  na- 
ture could  contain  no  other. 

4.  The  Covenants  of  Works  and  Grace  are  the  most  impres- 
sive form  in  which  God  gives  expression  to  the  counsel  of  his 
will  concerning  man.  It  is  through  them  especially  that  he 
makes  manifest  his  infinite  goodness,  under  all  the  forms  in  which 
it  is  most  distinctly  exhibited  towards  man.    The  will  of  God,  in 

'  Matt,  ix.  13. 
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whaterer  msoner  it  may  be  made  known,  mnst  give  ezpranoD 
to  hui  infinite  nature.  When  made  known  in  the  fiinn  of  law, 
that  kw  18  a  middle  term  which  neceeearily  emhiaoety  on  oae 
tide  tiie  infinite  aathor  of  it,  and  on  the  otbor  thoee  enlgect  to 
it :  and  in  its  own  nature  it  neoeiearily  embiaoee  each  sanctiaiiB 
as  are  appropriate  to  itself  to  its  aathor,  and  to  thoee  subject  to 
it.  Otherwise  we  might  call  it  instruction,  adTioe,  or  peisuasioQ; 
bat  not  law.  But  when  the  will  of  Gtod  is  propounded  to  as  in 
the  form  of  covenant— and  the  idea  of  a  reward  arises,  there  is 
superodded  to  the  majesty,  wisdom,  power,  and  goodness  of  tiie 
Infinite  Buler  of  the  universe,  the  expression  of  his  love,  his 
truth,  and  his  fiiithfulness.  80  that  not  only  hy  the  whole  gloiy 
of  God's  being,  but  by  all  else  that  is  immutable  added  thevpto^ ' 
his  covenants  must  have  way  in  aU  they  cramiand,  in  all  thsy 
threaten,  and  in  all  they  promise ;  immutable  and  irresistible 
alike  in  their  stipulations  and  in  their  sanctions.  Wherefen 
God,  willing  mxae  abundantly  to  show  unto  the  heurs  of  promise 
the  immutalnlity  of  his  counsel,  confirmed  it  by  an  oath :  that  fay 
two  immutable  things,  in  which  it  was  impossible  for  Gh>d  to  lie, 
we  might  have  a  strong  consolation,  who  have  fied  for  refuge  to 
lay  hold  upon  the  hope  set  before  us :  which  hope  we  have  as  an 
anchor  of  the  soul^  both  sure  and  stedfast,  and  which  entereth 
into  that  within  the  veil:  whither  the  forerunner  is  for  us  entered, 
even  Jesus,  made  a  high  priest  for  ever  after  the  order  of  Mel* 
chizedek.'  Now  the  Covenant  of  Grace  stipulates  for  righteous- 
ness on  condition  of  Faith  and  Repentance,  and  has  for  its  eanc- 
tion  on  that  side,  the  promise  of  eternal  life :  whence  it  follows 
that  believing  and  penitent  sinaers  must  be  saved,  or  the  highest 
expression  of  God's  will  must  &il.'  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Covenant  of  Works  stipulated  for  righteousness  on  condition  of 
obedience  at  once  perfect  and  personal,  and  had  for  its  sanction 
on  that  side,  the  threat  of  eternal  death :  whence  it  follows  that 
the  disobedient  under  that  covenant  can  have  no  refuge  in  Faith 
or  Repentance,  and  no  hope  of  escaping  perdition.*  But  in  every 
possible  relation  of  a  dependent  creature  to  its  Creator,  right- 
eousness is  inconceivable  except  in  connection  with  obedience : 
and  salvation  in  sin  b  the  concealed  poison  which  lurks  in  eveiy 
system  of  false  religion.  In  the  nature  of  the  case,  therefore,  a 
New  Obedience  is  as  directly  involved  in  Faith  and  Repentance, 

Hul^TLn-80.  •JoKULlS;  Lake,xiU.3-6.  ' Gen., iL  15-lT. 
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as  a  New  Covenant  and  a  New  Creature  are.  It  is  through 
Faith  toward  Christ  that  the  New  Creature  is  concerned  with 
the  cause  and  manner  of  this  New  Obedience :  it  is  through  Re- 
pentance toward  God  that  the  process  of  perfecting  the  New 
Creature  therein,  is  actually  carried  on  in  the  soul.' 

5.  I  have  explained  in  another  place  the  great  truth,  that  the 
life  which  any  righteousness  can  secure  can  only  be  as  full  and 
as  enduring  as  the  righteoasness  by  which  it  is  obtained  ;  so  that 
we  must  have  an  everlasting  righteousness  if  we  would  have 
eternal  life  ;  and  as  this  everlasting  righteousness  can  be  obtained 
only  through  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  so  eternal  life  is  attainable 
only  through  him.*  Nay  the  very  name  whereby  he  was  pre- 
dicted from  of  old  was,  The  Lord  our  Righteousness.^^  What  I 
then  taught  was  only  a  corollary  from  a  broader  and  deeper 
troth — ^to  which  we  now  come.  In  every  spiritual  sense  Bight- 
eonsneas  is  the  very  expression  of  life — ^precisely  as  sin  is  the  very 
expression  of  death.  Spiritual  death — death  in  sin,  is  not  only 
a  terrible  reality,  but  it  is  the  cause  both  of  the  death  of  the  body, 
and  of  the  eternal  death  of  the  soul  and  body.  Spiritual  life  is 
not  only  a  glorious  reality,  but  to  fallen  man  the  very  expression 
of  it  both  in  its  nature  and  its  power,  is  the  participation  with 
our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  in  grace  and  In  glory,  of  the  life  and 
the  immortality  he  has  brought  to  light  through  the  Gk>speL* 
Salvation  by  grace,  which  expresses  the  peculiar  form  of  the  spir- 
itual and  eternal  life  bestowed  on  men  by  Christ,  is,  therefore,  in 
the  nature  of  the  case,  impossible;  unless  by  grace,  through  Faith 
and  Bepentance,  we  are  put  in  actual,  personal,  and  eternal  poa> 
session  of  a  righteousness  commensurate  with  the  salvation  be- 
stowed on  us.  The  very  term  salvation  not  only  involves  the 
idea  of  a  life  which  is  spiritual  and  eternal ;  but  also  that  the 
holiness  of  that  life  is  commensurate  with  its  spirituality  and  its 
eternity.  Hundreds  of  times  the  Scriptures  use  merely  the  word 
Uftj  to  express  all  this  ;  as  if  no  other  form  of  human  existence 
was  worthy  of  being  called  life.*  So  far  are  the  Scriptures  from 
countenancing  any  idea  that  salvation  and  holiness  may  be  sepa- 
rated— that  even  after  they  have  revealed  and  opened  unto  oa 
an  infinite  Bighteousness  through  the  Son  of  God  ;  they  di»- 

1  Ptalm  cxix.  Ill,  112.  •  Dan.,  ix.  24;  Heb.,  ix.  12. 
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*  2  Tim.,  i.  9,  10.  >  John,  vi  53 ;  xl  26;  zz.  31. 
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tiDctly  warn  us  that  if  our  Faith  were  to  make  the  law  void — 
nay^  if  it  did  not  establish  the  law — ^it  would  be  a  fatal  objection 
to  our  Faith/  And  yet  even  that  righteousness  of  the  law^  thus 
wrupulously  respected,  is  not  the  righteousness  which  is  through 
the  faith  of  Christ ;  the  righteousness  which  is  of  God  by  Faith, 
which  they  possess  who  know  Christ  and  the  power  of  his  resur- 
rection and  the  fellowship  of  his  sufferings,  being  made  conform- 
able unto  his  death.'  In  all  the  Scriptures  it  is  the  merit  of 
Works  and  the  righteousness  of  Faith  which  are  contrasted :  true 
righteousness  and  saving  grace  are  never  set  in  opposition,  nor 
oan  they  be ;  since  the  former  is  always  the  product  of  the 
latter — and  to  fallen  men  can  be  the  product  of  nothing  else. 
The  difference  is  immeasurable  between  saying  that  no  right- 
eousness of  the  law  or  of  works  can  save  a  sinner — and  saying 
that  a  sinner  can  be  saved  without  any  righteousness  at  all :  and 
no  pest  of  Christianity  has  been  more  insidious  than  that^  which 
would  substitute  any  thing — ^no  matter  what — ^for  holiness  of 
heart  and  life.  Except  your  righteousness  shall  exceed  the  right- 
eousness of  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  said  our  Lord,  ye  shall  in 
no  wise  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven.*  Blessed,  said  he,  are 
the  pure  in  heart :  for  they  shall  see  God.*  From  which  it  is  a 
fearful  and  necessary  inference,  that  without  holiness  no  man 
shall  see  the  Lord.*  It  is  in  Christ  Jesus  the  Saviour  of  the 
world  that  everlasting  righteousness  is  provided  for  lost  men.  It 
is  through  divine  grace  that  this  infinite  Righteousness  is  be- 
stowed on  penitent  sinners.  The  very  highway  of  the  upright  is 
to  depart  from  evil :  and  Repentance,  of  a  truth,  is  the  King's 
highway  of  holiness.*  This  gate,  though  it  be  strait — this  way, 
though  it  be  narrow — IcaJeth  unto  life.  Alas  1  that  there 
should  be  few  that  find  it.' 

II. — 1.  The  shock  which  the  fall  of  man,  and  the  loss  of  the 
image  of  God,  produced  upon  our  nature,  is  not  capable  of  being 
completely  appreciated  by  us.  We  have  much  certain  knowledge 
on  the  subject  revealed  to  us  by  God  :  we  have  also  the  means, 
in  our  knowledge  of  ourselves,  both  in  our  natural  state  and  in 
our  begun  recovery  here  on  earth — of  many  reasonable  conjec- 
tures, perhaps  some  positive  certainty — concerning  the  original 
condition  of  our  nature.     It  is  precisely  in  the  spot  where  the 

Rom.,  iil  31.  "  PliiL,  iiL  9,  10.  3  jfatt.,  v.  20.  <  Matt,  v.  8. 

8  Heb.,  xiL  14.  •  Prov.,  xvL  17.  f  Matt,  vu.  13,  14. 
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present  enquiry  finds  us,  that  complete  knowledge  would  be  the 
most  satisiying — and  oomplete  ignorance  the  most  fiital.  The 
only  prohibition  to  Adam  under  the  Covenaut  of  Works  was, 
that  he  should  not  eat  of  the  tree  of  the  knowledge  of  good  and 
eviL  The  penalty  annexed  by  Grod  to  sustain  this  prohibition, 
was  the  most  immense  that  could  be:  forfeiture,  on  the  one  side, 
of  all  the  blessings  promised  to  obedience,  and,  on  the  other  side, 
the  certainty  of  death/  In  the  degree  that  we  are  now  able, 
with  the  word  of  God  in  our  hands,  and  the  experience  of  the 
whole  life  of  the  human  race,  to  appreciate  the  fatal  effects  of 
the  fall  of  Adam,  we  are  able  in  the  like  degree  to  appreciate  the 
unsnitableness  of  the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil,  to  the  nature 
of  man  in  his  original  state  of  innocence  and  conformity  to  Gh)d. 
How  immeasurable  is  the  difference,  then,  between  his  state  and 
ours — and  how  inadequately  do  we  appreciate  what  man  has  lost 
of  good,  and  incurred  of  evil,  by  the  fall  ?  For  this  knowledge 
of  good  and  evil  which  was  wholly  incompatible  w^ith  our  prim- 
eval estate — and  in  the  attainment  of  which  we  become  unfit  for 
the  service  and  enjoyment  of  God :  is,  for  us,  the  very  point 
within  us  upon  which  all  the  processes  of  salvation  practically 
turn.  If  to  know  good  and  evil  be,  in  man,  inseparable  from  his 
being  depraved  in  the  sight  of  God,  it  is  also  inseparable  from 
his  possible  salvation.  For  salvation  is  only  for  sinners,  only  for 
believing  and  penitent  sinners.  But  Repentance  and  Faith  are 
both  inconceivable,  except  as  acts  of  a  fallen  and  restored  sinner 
who  has  the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil.  How  wonderful,  even 
in  the  most  rigidly  scientific  aspects,  arc  those  divine  harmo- 
nies at  which  weak  Christians  sometimes  tremble — and  shal- 
low infidels  habitually  cavil  ?  We  have  the  knowledge  of  good 
and  evil — a  fatal  inheritance — ^and  yet  by  the  infinite  grace  and 
wisdom  of  G^,  this  mark  of  ruin  may  be  turned  into  a  method 
of  restoration  to  Grod.  K  it  were  not  that  we  have  this  sense  of 
good  and  evil,  all  idea  of  sin  and  of  holiness  would  appear  to  be 
impossible,  in  such  beings  as  we  now  are ;  and  all  increase  in 
either  would  appear  to  bo  inconceivable.  To  a  perfect  nature, 
fallen — this  sense  of  good  and  evil — real,  but  obscure  and  de- 
praved— ^is  an  absolute  part  of  its  moral  constitution.  God  so 
declares— our  nature  so  testifies.  But  let  us  not  forget  the  limi- 
tations with  which  God  and  our  nature  alike  testify,  that  this 

'  Qen^  fi.  17. 
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mam  of  good  wd  eril  it  ranonnded.  It  it  ibo  tenie  of  a  fiiUea 
bting ;  it  it  of  Ae  nAtort— HMiiher  hif^  not  lowo— tetter  nor 
ipone :  it  it  impotent  to  mnnoant  the  beixier  of  dint  nntnre— 
impotent,  like  ell  ibe  lett  of  thatdepmTed  nntnze,  to  peiibnn  ite 
pnrt  otherwite  tiien  at  depmTed.  We  know  that  the  dittinction 
between  good  and  efil  it  real  and  ina£BBU)eaUe,  jntt  at  certainly 
at  we  know  that  the  dittinoUon  between  tme  and  ftlte  it  real 
and  ine£EM)eable.  Bnt  we  do  not  know  with  oertuntj  which 
ditngv  are  good  and  which  are  evil,  any  more  than  which  are  tme 
and  which  are  him.  We  are  depra?edy  and  have  lott  the  image 
of  God  in  knowledge,  in  righteontnett,  and  in  hdinett.  Bnt 
thongh  depmTed,  we  are  ttill  both  rational  and  moral  and, 
Ueiied  be  God,  oapaUe,  through  ditine  gmoe^  of  a  gkoioat 
rtttomtion* 

2.  Oonneoted  with  thii  teote  of  good  and  e?il,  in  all  oiyr 
praetlotl  exeroitet  of  it,  there  it  a  feeling  of  approbation  and 
tatitflictten  towardt  that  which  we  peroeiYe  and  recognise  as 
good,  whether  it  it  manifetted  in  onxtelf,  or  in  othen ;  a  fediog 
of  avenion  and  condemnation  towardt  whatever  appeart  to  at 
to  be  erily  whether  in  onrself  or  others.  If  our  moral  judgmentt 
were  in&Ilible^  our  approval  and  our  avertion  would  necessarily 
be  directed  always  to  tho  proper  objects ;  that  is,  if  our  sense  of 
right  and  wrong  never  erred,  our  feeling  responsive  to  that  sense 
could  never  be  directed  amiss.  On  the  other  hand,  if  our  moral 
judgments  always  erred,  our  approval  and  our  disapprobation 
would  always  be  directed  amiss.  In  temporal  and  common 
things,  neither  of  these  states  of  our  moral  nature  exists  :  as  to 
them,  our  moral  judgments  are  sometimes  right  and  sometimes 
wrong,  and  by  consequence,  our  feeling  of  satisfaction  and  of 
aversion  is  sometimes  just  and  sometimes  misdirected.  With 
regard  to  spiritual  things  connected  with  grace  and  salvation,  the 
second  of  the  two  states  above  defined  is  universal  in  the  natural 
man,  considered  as  depraved  ;  that  is,  the  moral  judgments  and 
the  consequent  feeling  of  the  natural  man,  are  aJways  different 
from  those  of  God — alwajrs  wrong  on  those  subjects.  The  nature 
of  man  is  extricated  from  this  terrible  condition  by  a  divine  Be- 
generation,  and  in  the  degree  it  is  sanctified  through  divine  grace 
it  approximates  the  first  of  the  two  conditions  defined  above : 
but  as  it  never  attains  perfect  deliverance  from  the  remains  of 
indwelling  sin  in  this  life,  it  never  arrives  at  a  condition  in  which 
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its  moral  sense  and  moral  feeling  are  absolutely  just  with  regard 
to  spiritual  things.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  precise  state 
of  the  moral  natuxe  of  man  before  his  fall^  and  therefore  before 
be  had  the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil  as  we  have  it  in  the  de- 
praved condition  of  our  nature  :  this  much  we  know  with  cer^ 
tainty,  namely,  that  the  mere  fallibility  of  his  perfect  nature  was 
sufficient  to  lead  him  fatally  astray  in  his  moral  judgment,  and 
by  consequence  in  the  feeling  connected  with  it.  It  may  help  to 
guide  our  enquiries  into  the  cause  of  that  catastrophe,  and  into 
the  principle  upon  which  it  rests,  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  sin 
of  Adam  was  not  spontaneous,  but  was  the  result  of  most  subtle 
temptation  and  deceit ;  and,  moreover,  that  his  particular  trans- 
gression had  reference  to  a  positive  command  concerning  that 
which,  independently  of  the  command,  had  no  moral  quality. 
Situated  as  we  are,  naturally  polluted  and  also  destitute  of 
grace,  it  is  wholly  impossible  for  us  either  to  judge,  or  feel,  or 
act,  in  a  manner  perfectly  consonant  with  any  rule  of  rectitude: 
while  it  is  equally  impossible  to  estimate  the  greatness  of  the 
departures  which  we  might  finally  make  from  every  such  rule. 

8.  The  connection  between  our  moral  approbation  and  our 
sense  of  the  goodness  of  that  which  we  approve,  and  between 
our  moral  disapprobation  and  our  sense  of  the  evil  of  that  which 
we  condemn,  is  so  deeply  seated  in  our  nature ;  that  it  is  impossi- 
ble for  these  feelings  to  arise  independently  of  the  moral  judg* 
ments  which  precede  them — and  impossible  for  them  to  be 
contrary  to  those  judgments.  Our  passions  may  carry  us  away — 
and  the  violence  of  temptation  may  overcome  us — and  the  heart 
may  be  utterly  hardened  and  the  understanding  wholly  darkened 
—and  the  conscience  completely  seared.  Nevertheless,  so  long 
as  we  perceive  that  there  is  a  difierence  between  right  and  wrong 
—and  determine  any  thing  in  particular  to  be  right — we  are  to- 
tally incapable  of  disapproving  it  as  right,  while  we  consider  it 
right.  We  may  err  in  our  moral  judgment — ciiU  good  evil  and 
evil  good  :  the  real  question  as  to  the  feeling  which  will  be  be- 
gotten in  us  is,  not  whether  we  judge  correctly,  but  how  do  the 
things  of  which  we  judge  appear  to  our  moral  sense  ?  The 
phenomena  will  follow  in  every  case.  We  may  hate  good,  but 
this  is  because  it  appears  to  us  to  be  evil :  we  may  love  evil,  but 
ibis  is  because  evil  appears  to  us  good.  We  often  do  what  we 
judge  to  be  wrong :  but  never  without  a  sense  of  self-^ndemna- 
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tion  :  and  that  Bonse  of  condemnation  may  be  most  acute,  when 
our  moral  judgment  is  utterly  mistaken.  Whatever  the  con- 
science declares  the  thing  to  be,  that  it  must  necessarily  be  to 
us,  so  far  as  onr  approval  or  disapproval  is  concerned,  and  so  Jeut 
as  a  feeh'ng  of  satisfaction  or  aversion  is  begotten  in  us  thereby. 
A  depraved  moral  sense  is  as  real  and  as  comprehensible,  as  any 
other  depraved  faculty  or  power  in  human  nature :  and  the  phe- 
nomena it  exhibits  give  us  clear  views  of  the  manner  in  which 
divine  truth  is  made  instrumental  in  the  sanctification  of  the 
conscience.  Nor  can  there  be  any  more  doubt  that  the  dictates 
of  conscience  should  be  followed,  than  that  the  dictates  of  reason 
should  be,  each  in  its  own  sphere.  Even  our  sinful  nature  revolts 
at  our  doing  what  appears  to  it  to  be  wrong  :  and  never  ceases 
to  chide  us  for  so  doing,  until  the  conscience  is  deadened  by  this 
very  process  of  disobeying  its  admonitions.  It  is  equally  idle  to 
assert  that  the  moral  judgment  is  right  merely  because  it  seems 
to  us  to  be  right :  and  to  assert  that  we  are  to  disregard  its  deci- 
sions, because  others  know  them  to  be  erroneous.  This  is  our 
fatal  condition  as  fallen  creatures.*  Of  ourselves,  we  may  mitigate 
it  to  a  certain  degree  :  but  the  grace  of  God  and  the  work  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  is  the  only  cure  :  and  the  prime  end  of  the  Know- 
ledge of  God  and  of  all  the  means  of  grace  whereby  that  know- 
ledge is  made  effectual,  is  the  sanctification  of  the  conscience, 
the  healing  of  the  moral  nature  of  man.  Nor  is  there  any  poison 
of  all  false  religion  more  deadly,  nor  any  impotence  of  it  all  more 
fatal,  than  its  uniform  tendency  to  misdirect  our  moml  sense,  its 
total  inability  to  rectify  our  moral  judgments.  The  scriptural 
method  of  dealing  with  this  transcend  en  tly  important  aspect  of 
our  fallen  nature,  is  expressed  by  the  phrase.  Repentance  toward 
God. 

4.  Upon  the  supposition  that  the  scriptural  account  of  the 
being  and  perfections  of  God — of  the  work  of  creation  and  grace 
— of  the  nature,  fall,  and  present  condition  of  man — is  true;  then 
aU  these  characteristics  of  our  being  are  completely  accounted 
for — and  the  effects  of  sin  and  of  grace  upon  us  are  perfectly 
comprehensible.  For  an  infinite  standard  of  all  good  is  erected 
in  the  universe — the  ineffaceable  distinction  between  good  and 
evil  exterior  to  us  is  firmly  established — the  capacity  of  a  fallen 
soul  created  in  the  image  of  God  to  perceive  and  to  be  affected 
>  ProY.,  xiv.  12— XV.  25. 
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b?  that  eternal  distinction,  without  being  able  to  apply  it  traly 
and  jofltly,  ceases  to  be  a  marvel, — and  its  capacity  to  be  restored 
by  divine  grace,  becomes  obvious  in  the  very  statement  of  the 
case.    The  moral  nature  of  man  is  an  immense  truth  whose 
existence  cannot  be  denied — because  it  is  more  certain  to  man 
than  any  thing  can  be  which  can  be  brought  forward  to  disprove 
it    But  considered  apart  from  the  idea  of  the  existence  of  an 
infinite  Creator  and  moral  Ruler  of  the  universe,  that  moral  na- 
ture of  man  is  the  grossest  of  all  absurdities.    It  is  the  perpetual 
testimony  of  the  only  being  capable  of  discerning  truth,  to  the 
^greatest  of  all  imaginable  falsehoods,  namely,  that  right  and 
"wrong  are  eternal  realities — when  no  such  things  exist.     What 
ds  still  more  monstrous,  it  is  the  invincible  assertion  of  nature 
"Sn  her  highest  form — ^the  human  soul — that  the  highest  satisfoo- 
^ion  and  the  acutest  misery  are  the  product  of  that,  namely, 
^Doral  good  and  evil,  which  nature  knows  perfectly  well  has  no 
existence.    And  to  crown  the  whole,  if  the  soul  itself  does  not 
^xist — ^which  manifestly  it  cannot  do  if  there  is  no  God — then  a 
'^nrtuitous  organization  of  matter,  which  we  call  man — ^being 
^thout  a  soul  and  without  a  Creator — is  endowed  with  the  very 
attributes  with  which  God — if  there  was  a  God — would  endow  a 
mo/oly  if  he  could  create  one  :  and  all  to  no  end  but  the  demon- 
irtration  that  effects  exceed  their  proper  cause,  which  is  axiom- 
«ticaUy  impossible. 

6.  There  is  no  state  of  the  human  soul  which  more  uniformly 
attends  every  part  of  our  progress,  from  our  state  of  ruin  to  a 
state  of  endless  blessedness,  than  the  sense  of  our  own  blame- 
worthiness. I  have  shown  how  a  sense  of  disapprobation  arises 
in  the  natural  heart,  when  we  do  what  appears  to  our  moral 
sense  to  be  wrong.  The  very  earliest  gracious  operations  of  God's 
Spirit  in  our  hearts,  awaken  us  to  a  sense  of  our  guilt  and  danger 
in  his  sight.  This  is  one  of  the  multiplied  instances  in  which 
there  is  a  certain  resemblance,  between  the  operations  of  the  soul 
when  naturally  and  when  graciously  affected.  That  men  should 
habitually  do  what  the  natural  heart  condemns, — and  that  even 
they  who  are  bom  again  should  be  in  constant  peril  of  back- 
sliding ;  are  proofs  of  the  impotence  of  our  moral  nature — ^not 
less  signal  than  our  inability  to  distinguish  clearly  what  particu- 
lar things  are  good  and  what  evil.  Nor  is  there,  in  our  whole 
being,  any  thing  more  decisive  and  remarkable  than  this  natural 
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sense  of  self-condemnatioD — and  this  gracious  sense  of  blame- 
worthiness. In  the  former  case,  nature  herself  furnishes  the 
standard  of  our  moral  judgment — that  law  written  by  God  upon 
the  heart  of  man  at  his  creation,  and  summed  up  by  him  twenty- 
five  centuries  afterwards  upon  tables  of  stone  at  SinaL  It  is 
thus  that  we  are  a  law  unto  ourselves,  our  conscience  also  bear- 
ing witness,  and  our  thoughts  the  meanwhile  accusing  or  else 
excusing  one  another/  But  this  gracious  sense  of  blameworthi- 
ness in  us,  must  have  a  better  standard  than  our  fallen  nature, 
by  which  its  judgment  must  be  regulated.  The  higher  and 
purer  that  standard  is,  the  deeper  and  keener  will  our  sense  of 
our  shortcomings  be.  So  that  in  the  penitent  sinner,  this  sense 
of  his  blameworthiness  is  in  proportion  to  the  sum  of  three  forces ; 
namely,  his  knowledge  of  God,  the  perfect  rule  of  Bighteousness  ; 
his  knowledge  of  himself,  concerning  whom  the  judgment  of 
self-condemnation  is  to  be  passed  ;  and  the  healthful  state  of  the 
conscience,  whose  disapprobation  is  the  very  judgment  which  18 
passed.  That  judgment  is,  that  our  heart  is  not  right  in  the 
sight  of  God :  and  if  our  heart  condemns  us,  God  is  greater  than 
our  heart,  and  knoweth  all  things.'  It  is  manifest  that  all  three 
of  the  elements  just  enumerated,  which  enter  into  the  sense  of 
blameworthiness  of  a  penitent  sinner,  ought  to  increase  continu- 
ally; and,  therefore,  our  sense  of  blameworthiness  would  itself 
increase  continually,  unless  we  ourselves  increased  continually  in 
holiness,  that  is,  in  conformity  to  God.  If  our  conscience  bear 
us  witness  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  we  do  thus  increase  in  holi- 
ness,' then,  indeed,  having  the  answer  of  a  good  conscience  toward 
God,*  we  nmy  well  and  truly  rejoice  in  this  testimony  of  our  con- 
science.* But  inasmuch  as  we  can  never  attain  to  perfect  holiness 
in  this  life,  we  can  never  cease  to  feel  a  sense  of  blameworthiness 
at  every  just  survey  of  our  actual  condition.  To  which  it  must 
be  added,  that  upon  every  survey  of  our  past  life,  the  renewed 
soul  will  deplore  its  past  oflfences  more  and  more  deeply,  at  every 
step  of  its  progressive  sanctification. 

6.  The  root  of  the  matter  is  the  healthful  state  of  the  con- 
science itself.  And  to  every  spiritual  intent  touching  grace  and 
salvation,  there  is  no  state  of  the  conscience  which  can  be  called 
healthful,  except  that  state  of  it  which  exists  in  the  New  Crea- 

*  Rom.,  ii.  14,  15.  •  I  John,  iii.  20.  •  Rom.,  ix.  1. 

<  1  Pet.,  iii.  21.  »  2  Cor.,  i.  12. 
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turei  This  we  express  with  reference  to  the  matter  now  under 
consideration,  by  the  phrase — Repentance  unto  Life :  it  is  a  grace 
of  God's  Spirit — an  act  of  the  renewed  souL  It  is  only  when  the 
80ul  has  been  quickened  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  its  spiritual 
judgments  concerning  good  and  evil  are  trustworthy.  It  is  only 
m  such  a  quickened  soul  that  divine  truth  is  so  perceived,  that  it 
can  be  made  an  infallibly  just  standard  of  approbation  or  con- 
demnation. It  is  only  as  that  quickened  soul  advances  in  holi- 
nessy  by  means  of  this  life-giving  Spirit  and  this  divine  truth, 
that  it  is  wrought  more  and  more  perfectly  into  a  condition  of 
complete  healthfulncss.  Then  it  is  that  its  judgment  concerning 
good  and  evil,  its  sense  of  approbation  or  condemnation,  its  feel- 
ing of  peace  or  shame  under  its  own  sentence,  become  more  and 
more  analogous  to  the  mind  of  God.  The  extraordinary  fact,  to 
which  I  have  already  alluded,  that  the  habitual  judgment  of  the 
natural  conscience  is  one  of  condemnation  of  our  own  habitual 
moral  state — or  at  the  least  of  doubt  concerning  it — or  of  most 
hesitating  approval ;  obliges  us  to  admit  not  only  that  sinfulness 
may  be  predicated  of  nature,  in  contradistinction  to  acts,  bat 
that  our  own  nature  is  sinful  ;  or  else  we  must  show  that  our 
moral  judgments,  and  therefore  our  sense  of  disapprobation,  are 
always  wrong — ^in  which  case  the  only  use  of  the  conscience 
would  be  to  lead  us  into  sin.  Under  the  influence  of  divine  grace, 
the  pungency  of  our  convictions  must  necessarily  be  in  propor- 
tion to  the  heinousness  of  our  offences  and  the  depth  of  our  de- 
pravity. And  here  is  oi)ened  before  us  the  whole  of  that  immense 
department  of  practical  religion  connected  with  the  direction  of 
the  conscience  ;  in  which  the  doctrines  of  grace  are  so  conspicu- 
ously blessed,  and  all  other  systems  are  fatal,  each  in  ])roportion 
to  its  departure  from  them.  I  content  myself  with  making  two 
remarks,  both  relating  immediately  to  the  doctrine  of  Repent- 
ance. The  ^rst  is,  that  in  proportion  as  our  convictions  of  sin 
are  inadequate,  is  the  peril  of  backsliding,  on  one  hand — and 
the  certainty  on  the  other,  of  low  attainments  in  the  divine  life. 
The  second  is,  that  it  is  a  double  and  woful  mistake,  for  those 
who  cannot  charge  themselves  with  outbreaking  enormities,  to 
distrust  the  Spirit  of  God,  because  he  does  not  enable  them  to 
abhor  themselves  as  if  they  had  been  stained  with  the  greatest 
crimes ;  and  for  such  as  might  justly  rank  themselves  with  the 
chief  of  sinners^  to  be  content  with  such  convictions  of  sin  as 
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would  become  them,  if  they  bad  ou\j  beart  batred  agunst  God 
to  cbarge  themselves  withaL  (Jod's  Spuit  is  the  Spirit  of  truth: 
and  the  exercises  of  soul  which  be  begets,  are  always  true  exer- 
cises— ^never  exaggerated — never  fallacious. 

III. — 1.  Qod  has  provided  for  man  a  perfect  rule  of  duty,  and 
therefore  a  perfect  standard  for  the  conscience — ^in  the  Moral 
Law — which  ho  wrote  in  the  heart  of  man  when  be  created  him 
— which  he  delivered  in  writing  to  Moses  to  be  laid  at  the  foun- 
dation of  the  sacred  Scriptures — and  which  is  divinely  expounded 
and  enforced  throughout  the  inspired  volume.'  Although  every 
violation  of  that  unalterable  law  is  not  equally  heinous,  yet  every 
violation  of  it  deserves  the  wrath  of  Grod.*  In  our  fallen  state  we 
neither  desire  nor  are  able  to  keep  this  perfect  law  of  God.*  We 
are  by  nature,  therefore,  children  of  wrath,^  not  only  dead  in  sins, 
but  sold  under  sin.'  Even  after  we  have  come  to  the  knowledge 
of  this  perfect  rule  of  duty,  there  is  no  possibility  that  depraved 
sinners  should  be  purified  thereby,  or  through  it  escape  per- 
dition ;  unless  they  are  first  divinely  enabled  and  inclined  there- 
unto. A  rule  of  duty,  of  judgment,  of  conviction,  of  condemna- 
tion, of  punishment — it  abides  and  will  abide  for  ever.  But  by  no 
possibility  can  it  be  a  way  of  Lifo,  through  the  keeping  of  it, 
unto  depraved  creatures  who  lie  under  its  curse,  who  have  already 
incurred  its  wrath,  and  who  are  only  the  more  sure  to  be  con- 
demned, by  how  much  it  is  proved  to  be  holy,  just,  and  good.  It 
may  be,  under  such  circumstances,  our  schoolmaster  to  bring  us 
to  Christ,  that  we  may  be  justifietl  by  faith.*  But  this  is  the 
utmost  it  can  do  for  sinners  ;  and  this  only  through  divine  grace. 

2.  The  perfect  obedience  to  the  law  of  God  both  in  heart  and 
life,  by  which  complete  conformity  to  the  will  of  God  is  mani- 
fested— has  been  rendered  by  the  Lord  Jesus,  in  his  office  of 
Mediator  between  God  and  man.  He  has,  in  addition,  en- 
dured the  penalty  and  curse  of  the  law,  and  the  wrath  of  God 
due  to  sinners — as  though  he  were  himself  the  chief  of  sinners  : 
whereby  he  has  made  complete  satisfaction  to  divine  justice, 
and  redeemed  his  brethren  who  were  under  the  law,  and  un- 
der sin,  and  under  the  sentence  of  death,  and  under  the  power 
of  Satan.  All  this  has  occurred  in  execution  of  the  Cove- 
nant of  liedcmption — whose  blessings  and  benefits  are  all  pro- 

*  Exod,  XX.;  Matt,  xxii.  37-40.        '  GaL,  iu.  10.  *  Gal.,  iL  16. 

*  Eph-,  ii  3.  5  Kph.,  iu  1 ;  Rom.,  vil  14.      •  GaL,  iii.  24. 
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vided  by  divine  gracc^  for  fallen  men,  through  the  Son  of  Man. 
If  we  can  become  so  identified  with  this  cracified  and  exalted 
Saviour  as  to  be  partakers  of  his  destiny ;  and  if  we  are  willing 
to  share  his  sufferings  that  we  may  also  share  his  resurrection  ; 
then,  obviously,  our  whole  case  is  put  in  a  totally  new  aspect. 
Upon  supposition  of  such  a  union  between  him  and  us  as  will 
pnt  him  in  our  place  as  sinners,  that  he  may  work  out  for  us  an 
everlasting  righteousness — and  put  us  in  his  place  as  possessors 
of  this  divine  righteoasness ;  manifestly,  sin,  and  the  law,  and 
death,  and  hell — mnst  hold  him  responsible  for  all  they  have  to 
allege  against  us  ;  and  his  person,  and  work,  and  glory  must  all 
be  overborne  before  we  can  be  hurt.  We  must,  to  this  end,  be 
united  to  Christ ;  concerning  which,  and  the  manner  of  it,  I 
have  said- so  much.  The  incontestable  manifestations  of  this 
union  between  us  and  the  Saviour  of  the  world — are  declared  to 
be  Repentance  toward  (Jod  and  Faith  toward  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.'  These  are  the  immediate  and  universal  obligations  laid 
upon  sinners  by  the  manifestation  of  a  Saviour  to  them  ;  they 
are  the  special  conditions  of  salvation  through  that  Saviour,  and 
under  the  eternal  covenant  sealed  with  his  blood.  With  reference 
to  God,  to  sin,  and  to  itself— the  precise  state  of  the  believing  soul 
is — Repentance ;  just  as  the  precise  state  of  the  penitent  soul,  with 
reference  to  Christ,  to  divine  truth,  and  to  salvation,  is — Faith. 
But  the  ideas  of  Qod,  and  sin,  and  the  soul,  in  the  first  of  these 
statements,  and  those  of  Christ,  and  divine  truth,  and  salvation 
in  the  second ;  unitedly  present  a  complete  idea  of  the  whole  mat- 
ter. Repentance  and  Faith  unitedly  involving  the  whole  of  those 
ideas — unitedly  express  the  whole  way  of  life.  They  are,  there- 
fore, peculiar  to  those  who  are  united  to  Christ — universal,  in  all 
who  are  bom  of  the  Spirit — and  inseparable  from  each  other.* 

3.  The  acts  of  the  renewed  soul  which  unitedly  make  up  the 
idea  which  we  use  the  word  Repentance  to  express,  are  very 
clearly  disclosed  in  the  word  of  God,  are  very  obvious  in  them- 
selves, and  are  familiar  to  all  Christians.  In  the  first  place,  the 
penitent  soul  grieves  for  its  sins  and  at  the  same  time  sincerely 
hates  them.  For,  saith  the  Scriptures,  Then  shall  ye  remember 
your  own  evil  ways,  and  your  doings  that  were  not  good,  and 
9ha]l  loathe  yourselves  in  your  own  sight,  for  your  iniquities  and 
for  your  abominations.'  And  this  is  just  what  the  Lord  requires 
(.80,21.    «Mark,ll5;  JohD,iiL18;Luko,xiiL3,  5.    '  Ezek.,  xzxvi  31. 
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of  OS.  For  not  only  is  repentance  and  remisgion  of  sins  to  be 
preached  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  among  all  nations ;'  and 
not  only  does  Gt)d  command  all  men  every  where  to  repent  ;*  but 
the  clearest  statements  are  made  as  to  what  occnrs  when  this 
blessed  Gh)spel  and  this  divme  command  work  together  effectually 
in  our  hearts.  Thus  it  is  said,  Repent  and  turn  from  all  your 
transgpressions :  and  so  iniquity  shall  not  be  your  ruin.  Cast 
away  all  your  transgressions,  whereby  yc  have  transgressed  ;  and 
make  you  a  new  heart  and  a  new  spirit :  for  why  will  ye  die,  O 
house  of  Israel  ?*  The  sorrow  of  the  world  worketh  death  :  bat 
godly  sorrow  worketh  repentance  to  salvation  not  to  be  repented 
o£  And  this  the  Apostle  applies  personally  to  us,  for  he  saith. 
Behold  this  self-same  thing,  that  ye  sorrowed  after  a  godly  sorty 
what  carefulness  it  wrought  in  you,  yea,  wh»it  clearing  of  your- 
selves, yea,  what  indignation,  yea,  what  fear,  yea,  what  vehement 
desire,  yea,  what  zeal,  yea  what  revenge.  In  all  things  ye  have 
proved  yourselves  to  be  clear  in  this  matter.^  In  the  aecand 
place,  the  penitent  soul,  grieving  for  and  hating  its  sins,  turns 
from  all  sin  unto  Gbd.  For,  saith  God,  Let  the  wicked  forsake 
his  way,  and  the  unrighteous  man  his  thoughts :  and  let  him  re- 
turn unto  the  Lord  and  he  will  have  mercy  upon  him  ;  and  to 
our  Grod  for  he  will  abundantly  pardon.^  And  to  this  God  him- 
self persuades  us :  for  it  is  written,  Wash  ye,  make  ye  clean  ; 
put  away  the  evil  of  your  doings  from  before  mine  eyes  ;  cease  to 
do  evil ;  learn  to  do  well ;  seek  judgment;  relieve  the  oppressed; 
judge  the  fatherless  ;  plead  for  the  widow.  Come  now  and  let 
us  reason  together,  saith  the  Lord  :  though  your  sins  be  as  scar- 
let, they  shall  be  as  white  as  snow,  tliough  they  be  red  like  crim- 
son, they  shall  be  as  wool.*  So  we  are  divinely  assured  that  there 
is  no  condemnation  to  them  which  are  in  Christ  Jesus,  who  walk 
not  after  the  flesh,  but  after  the  Spirit/  And  so  the  very  jjur- 
pose  for  which  Saul  of  Tarsus  was  sent  of  God  unto  the  Gentiles 
was,  To  open  their  eyes,  and  to  turn  them  from  darkness  to 
Ught,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God,  that  they  might 
receive  forgiveness  of  sins,  and  inheritance  amongst  those  that 
are  sanctified.^  And  thus  all  who  sin  against  God — for  there  is 
no  man  that  sinneth  not — and  at  whom  God  is  angry ;  yet  if 

■  Luke,  xxiy.  47.  "  Acts,  xviu  30.        *  Ezek.,  xriii.  30,  31. 

«  2  Cor.,  vii.  10,  11 ;  Jor.,  xxxL  18, 19.     •  Isa.,  Iv.  7.  ?  Isa,  L  16-20. 

*  Rom.,  viii  1.  •  Acta,  xxn.  14-18. 
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ihey  bethink  themselves,  and  repent,  and  make  supplication  unto 
God,  saying,  we  have  sinned,  and  have  done  perversely,  we  have 
committed  wickedness ;  and  so  return  unto  God  with  all  their 
heart,  and  with  all  their  soul :  then  will  God  hear  their  prayer 
and  their  supplication,  in  heaven  his  dwelling-place,  and  will  for- 
give all  their  sins  against  him,  and  all  their  transgressions  wherein 
they  have  transgressed  against  him.^  In  the  third  place,  the 
penitent  soul,  grieving  for  its  sins,  hating  them,  and  turning  from 
them  unto  God,  does  this  with  full  purpose  of  heart,  aud  earnest 
endeavour  after  New  Obedience.  I  thought  upon  my  ways,  says 
the  Psalmist,  and  turned  my  feet  unto  thy  testimonies.  For,  he 
adds,  I  esteem  all  thy  precepts  concerning  all  things  to  be  right ; 
and  I  hate  every  false  way.*  It  is  they  who  walk  in  all  the  com- 
mandments and  ordinances  of  the  law  blameless,  whom  the  Scrip- 
tores  pronounce  to  be  righteous :'  and  he  through  whose  grace 
they  are  both  inclined  and  enabled  thereunto,  is  not  only  chiefcst 
among  ten  thousand,  but  is  altogether  lovely.*  Follow  me,  is 
the  incessant  command  of  the  Saviour  of  men.*  The  very  char- 
acteristic of  the  sheep  of  the  great  Shepherd  and  Bishop  of  souls, 
is  that  they  hear  his  voice  and  follow  him  :  and  the  end  is,  not 
only  that  he  gives  unto  them  eternal  life — but  that  the  peace  of 
Gk)d,  which  passeth  all  understanding,  keeps  their  hearts  and 
minds  through  Christ  Jesus.*  Now  we  easily  unite  in  one  con- 
ception the  several  acts  of  the  soul  with  regard  to  sin,  to  God, 
and  to  itself:  and  the  result  is  that  which  is  called  sometimes 
Bepentance  toward  God,  sometimes  Repentance  unto  Life,  most 
generally  simply  Repentance.  The  Scriptures,  both  of  the  Old 
and  New  Testaments,  use  two  different  words  to  express  this 
great  grace  of  the  Spirit.**  They  are  used,  especially  in  the  New 
Testament,  so  nearly  interchangeably/  that  nothing  farther  need 
be  said  here  concerning  them,  than  that  one  of  them,  perhaps, 
has  more  special  relation  to  the  understanding,  and  the  other  to 
the  will  of  man  :  as  the  careful  student  will  probably  observe  in 
noting  their  use  by  the  sacred  writers.  What  Qod  requires  in 
unful  man  is  a  thorough  change  of  soul ;  and  touching  the  sub- 
ject of  our  inquiry — a  thorough  change  both  of  purpose  and  de- 
sire, from  the  evil  which  God  hates  to  the  good  which  God  loves.' 

>  1  Kings,  vUi.  46-60.  *  Psalm oziz.  59, 128.    '  Luke,  I  6.     *  Songof  Sol,  v.  10, 16. 
'  Matt,  xvl,  24;  Luke,  ix.  50.  •  John,  x.  27,  28;  PhiL,  iy.  7. 

*6h^ — /uera;ieAe2a— matatio  voluntatis:    n^ V— /''^at^^a — mutatio  mentia. — Bd' 
pmkmee.  t  Matt,  zL  21 ;  xxi  29,  32.  •  Rom.,  xil  1,  2 ;  P&  L  j 
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4.  The  states  of  the  soul  whose  acts  have  just  been  explained, 
oTy  if  a  different  maDner  of  stating  the  case  is  preferred — ^the  ex- 
ercises of  the  soul  in  Bepentance — are  distinctly  twofold.  In  the 
^r8t  place  it  has  obtained  and  it  manifests,  both  a  sight  and  a 
sense,  both  of  the  danger  and  the  odiousness  of  sin,  as  contrary 
to  the  holy  nature,  and  righteous  law  of  GKxl.  And  in  the  second 
place  it  has  apprehended  the  mercy  of  God  in  Christ  to  penitent 
sinners.  It  is  by  the  word  and  Spirit  of  God  that  it  has  been 
brought  to  see  and  to  feel  thus  :*  and  seeing  and  feeling  thus,  it 
hates  and  grieves  for  its  sins,  and  turns  from  them  unto  God,  as 
I  have  pointed  out  in  the  preceding  paragrap)).  In  the  pirable 
of  the  Prodigal  Son,  the  Saviour  has  shown  us  in  the  most  affect- 
ing manner,  the  nature  of  these  states  and  exercises  of  the  soul — 
the  acts  to  which  they  prompt  us,  and  the  reception  which  the  re- 
turning penitent  meets  with  from  God.*  His  dogmatic  statement 
is  more  wonderful,  if  possible,  than  his  overpowering  illustration  ; 
lor  ho  says  with  emphasis,  There  is  joy  in  the  presence  of  the 
angels  of  God  over  one  sinner  that  repenteth."  With  this  decla- 
ration and  exposition  of  the  Saviour,  the  whole  Scriptures  agree.* 

5.  The  intimate  nature  of  all  these  states,  exercises,  and  acts 
of  the  soul,  and  of  the  cause  and  manner  of  their  occurrence, 
may  be  briefly  and  distinctly  stated.  1.  Bepentance  unto  life  is 
a  special  obligation  of  sinful  men,  and  a  special  condition  of 
God's  favour  under  the  Covenant  of  Redemption,  precisely  as 
perfect  obedience  was  under  the  Covenant  of  Works.  2.  It  is  a 
saving  grace  which  God  bestows  on  men — wrought  in  the  heart 
of  the  sinner  by  the  Holy  Ghost  as  the  agent,  and  the  word  of 
God  as  the  instrument  thereof.  3.  It  is  an  act  of  the  New  Crea- 
ture, unto  the  right  performance  of  which  all  the  outward  ordi- 
nances of  the  Church  of  God  enable  us  ;  in  the  due  exercise  of 
which  all  other  Christian  graces  are  nourished ;  and  in  the  absence 
of  which  we  can  have  no  just  hope  of  eternal  life,  nor  any  true 
illness  for  it.*  Kepentimce  unto  life,  therefore,  as  taught  in  the 
word  of  God,  and  as  experienced  in  the  hearts  of  all  believers,  is 
a  vital  manifestation  of  the  New  Creature,  being  a  permanent 
habit  of  the  renewed  soul,  wrought  by  the  Holy  Ghost  in  the 
elect  of  God,  for  the  merits'  sake  of  Jesus  Christ,  whereby  it 

I  Zcch.,  xii.  10;  Acts,  ii.  37  ;  xi.  18-21.  «  Luko,  xv.  11-32.        '  Luke,  xv.  10. 

<  Ezekiel,  xvL  G0-G3;  xviiL  30-32;  Vsiilm  ckxx.  pcuisim :  Joel,  ii.  12-14. 
5  Acta.  ii.  37-43;  2  Tim.,  ii.  25,  26;  Zoch.,  xiL  9-11 ;  Matt,  xxvui.  18-20;  1  Tim., 
i7.  14-16. 
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hates  and  overcomes  Bin,  in  tbe  way  of  a  new  obedience  unto  the 
holy  law  of  God  :  the  fruits  whereof  are,  through  divine  grace, 
pardon,  all  good  works,  and  a  portion  in  eternal  life.* 

IV. — 1.  I  abhor  myself,  said  Job,  and  repent  in  dust  and 
ashes.'  And  such  is  the  continual  necessity  of  fallen  men  return- 
ing to  God — the  perpetual  doctrine  of  godliness.  John  the  Bap- 
tist, the  messenger  sent  to  prepare  the  way  of  the  Lord,  came 
preaching  in  the  wilderness  of  Judea,  and  saying.  Repent  ye : 
for  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand.'  And  as  soon  as  John's 
ministry  was  accomplished,  Jesus  began  to  preach  the  G-ospel  of 
the  kingdom  of  (Jod,  saying.  The  time  is  fulfilled,  and  the  king- 
dom of  God  is  at  hand :  repent  ye,  and  believe  the  Gospel.*  And 
when  he  called  the  twelve  Apostles  and  began  to  send  them  forth 
by  two  and  two,  with  power  over  unclean  spirits  ;  they  went  out 
and  preached  that  men  should  repent.^  The  very  object  of  the 
coming  of  Jesus,  as  declared  by  himself,  was,  to  call  sinners  to 
Bepentance:*  and  after  his  resurrection — opening  the  understand- 
ing of  his  Apostles  that  they  might  understand  the  Scriptures, 
he  said  unto  them.  Thus  it  is  written^  and  thus  it  behooved 
Christ  to  suffer,  and  to  rise  from  the  dead  the  third  day :  and 
that  Repentance  and  remission  of  sins  should  be  preached  in  his 
name  among  all  nations,  beginning  at  Jerusalem.^  In  the  same 
sense,  precisely,  did  the  Apostles  commence  their  divine  mission, 
and  accomplish  it  to  the  end.  On  the  day  of  Pentecost,  when 
the  promise  of  the  Father  had  been  accomplished,  and  they  were 
all  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  the  thousands  who  were 
pricked  in  their  heart  under  the  preaching  of  Peter  demanded 
what  they  were  to  do  :  the  answer  was,  Repent,  and  be  baptized 
every  one  of  you  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  for  the  remission 
of  sins,  and  ye  shall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost."  And  a 
few  days  afterwards,  to  like  multitudes,  in  the  same  place,  the 
first  miracle  wrought  directly  by  the  Apostles  was  followed  by 
the  same  doctrine  and  the  same  effects  as  had  attended  the  great 
miracle  of  tongues  wrought  on  them  at  Pentecost.  Repent  ye, 
therefore,  said  Peter  to  the  multitudes  as  they  ran  together,  filled 
with  wonder  and  amazement,  and  be  converted,  that  your  sins 
may  be  blotted  out.*    So  that  nothing  is  more  certain  than  that, 

»  Rom.,  xHpastim;  1  Pot,  i.paasim;  Acts,  xL  18;  Matt,  iii.  8. 

•  Job,  xlii.  e.  •  Matt,  iil  1,  2.  *  Matt,  iv.  17 ;  Mark,  '.  14^  16. 

•  Mark,  vi.  12.  •  Matt,  ix.  13 ;  Mark,  il  17 ;  Luke,  v.  32. 

•  Luke,  zsi7.  iS,  4S.  •  Acta,  ii  38.  *  Acta^  iil  19.. 
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God  commandeth  all  men  everywhere  to  repent:  and  that  except 
we  do  repent  we  shall  all  likewise  perish.'  Nor  are  true  believ- 
ers to  suppose  that  they  are  exempt  from  this  great  duty — ^this 
universal  necessity.  Even  if  we  have  well  grounded  confidence 
that  the  sins  of  which  we  should  be  so  much  ashamed  have  been 
pardoned  by  God,  still  we  ought  to  feel  the  deepest  sorrow  that 
we  have  committed  them.  We  ought,  indeed,  to  be  the  more 
earnest  in  our  desires  and  endeavours  after  holiness,  as  we  thus 
apprehend  more  clearly  God's  mercy  in  our  pardon.  Moreover, 
we  know  little  of  ourselves,  if  we  do  not  know  that  we  have 
daily  need  to  repent  of  our  daily  offences  against  the  holy  law 
of  God :  and  that  but  for  the  infinite  sufficiency  of  Christ,  we 
are,  at  our  best  estate,  unworthy  and  unfit  to  appear  before  (Jod, 
and  would  either  sink  down  into  total  indifference  to  divine 
things,  or  fall  into  despair.  Nor  without  Repentance  is  it  possi- 
ble for  us  to  grow  in  holiness.  For  in  order  to  obtain  the  victory 
over  temptation,  wc  must  have  some  adequate  sight  and  sense 
of  the  danger  and  hatefuluess  of  sin  :  and  in  order  to  increase  in 
conformity  to  God,  we  must  see  the  excellence  of  the  grace  we 
long  for,  and  mourning  for  the  lack  of  it,  must  strive  for  its  at- 
tainment in  higher  measure. 

2.  Of  all  Christian  graces,  this  alone  is  attended  with  anguish 
of  heart,  and  deep  spiritual  suffering.  Being  a  gift  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  an  exercise  of  the  new  life  of  God's  children,  we 
might  suppose  that  we  could  have  been  delivered  in  some  way 
from  these  sharp  pangs  of  the  soul,  in  the  very  exercise,  and 
manilestution,  and  increase  of  the  life  which  we  share  with  the 
Lord  from  heaven.  Doubtless  this  would  have  been  the  case,  if 
man,  instead  of  God,  had  provided  the  way  of  life.  It  is  the 
case  in  every  human  way  of  deliverance  from  sin :  all,  without 
exception,  seeking  to  allay  our  sense  of  guilt :  all,  without  ex- 
ception, misdirecting  that  just  self-condemnation  which  refuses 
to  be  allayed.  We  ought  to  consider  how  great  is  the  difference 
between  the  object  with  which  this  grace  immediately  concerns 
itself,  and  the  objects  with  which  all  other  graces  are  immedi- 
ately concerned.  It  is  our  sins  in  all  their  danger  and  bateful- 
ness — ourselves  in  all  our  blameworthiness  on  account  of  sin- 
that  the  soul  contemplates  when  it  repents.  In  the  nature  of 
the  case,  its  self-condemnation  and  its  anguish  must  go  together. 

*  Act^  xviil  30 ;  Luke,  xiiL  3. 
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It  is  the  disease  which  makes  the  remedy  so  sharp.  These  pangs 
of  the  renewed  soul  on  account  of  its  sins,  which  Christ  has 
borne  in  his  own  hody  on  the  cross^  and  then  pardoned,  are  in- 
evitable effects  of  those  sins  upon  the  soul,  as  it  struggles  to 
extricate  itself  from  their  pollution  and  bondage.  Left  to  them- 
nelveSy  first  stupor,  and  then  horror  and  despair,  are  what  they 
inflict  upon  the  soul.  Booted  out  by  divine  grace,  grief  and 
shame  attend  their  destruction.  The  soul  is  of  that  nature,  and 
sin  affects  it  in  that  manner,  that  one  way  or  other  every  sool 
which  sin  enters  must  suffer :  suffer  eternally  under  its  dominion, 
or  suffer — what  is  not  worthy  to  be  compared  with  the  fire  that 
shall  never  be  quenched,  and  the  worm  that  shall  never  die — as 
the  balm  that  is  in  Gilead  is  applied  by  the  great  Physician  of 
souls  to  heal  their  fearful  maladies.  In  the  nature  of  the  case, 
in  the  nature  both  of  the  disease  and  the  remedy,  in  the  nature 
both  of  God  and  man,  it  could  not  be  otherwise.  It  is  a  neces- 
sity which  belongs  to  our  fearful  condition  as  sinful  creatures. 
And  the  perfect  recognition  of  it,  and  the  effectual  treatment  o[ 
it,  by  the  sacred  Scriptures,  is  one  of  those  innumerable  proo& 
of  their  divine  wisdom,  which  come  silently  into  the  thoughtful 
soul,  along  with  the  truth  itself. 

3.  It  is,  however,  very  far  from  true,  to  suppose  there  is 
nothing  to  sweeten  these  deep  sorrows,  and  to  assuage  these  bit- 
ter pangs.  For  a  sense  of  the  mercy  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus,  is 
as  real  a  part  of  true  Bepentance,  as  hatred,  and  shame,  and  sor- 
row for  sin  are.  Let  the  conviction  of  sin  go  to  the  very  depths 
of  the  soul,  for  the  malady  goes  there — and  the  remedy  must  go 
too,  if  the  cure  is  perfect.  Still  every  sigh  and  every  tear  wrung 
from  the  penitent  child  of  God,  is  poured  out  on  the  bosom  of  the 
Saviour  of  sinners.  The  balm  which  he  pours  into  the  wounded 
Eoul  does  heal  it — does  comfort  it :  it  is  the  pollution  which  it 
expels,  that  tears  it.  The  deep  waters  as  they  roll  over  us,  and 
the  fiery  trials  as  they  almost  consume  in  refining  us — do  not 
weaken,  but  do  confirm  the  assurance  that  his  everlasting  arms 
arc  underneath  us  and  round  about  us.  The  cry  of  the  suffering 
soul  is,  Though  he  slay  me,  yet  will  I  trust  in  him.'  The  answer 
of  the  Lord  is — I  will  not  leave  thee — I  will  not  forsake  thee — I 
will  not  cast  thee  off." 

4.  How  much  concerning  Gk)d,  concerning  man,  and  concern- 
'  Job^  xiiL  IS.  t  Qenu,  xxrfli.  15;  1  Sun.,  ziL  S3;  Pi.  xd?.  li. 
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ing  the  relations  between  them,  is  involved  in  what  mast  be 
accepted  as  true  in  order  to  exhibit  clearly  this  great  Scripture 
doctrine  I  How  completely  must  the  whole  proportion  of  divine 
faith  lie  open  before  us,  in  order  to  appreciate  fully  the  revealed 
method  of  our  pardon,  and  the  grounds  and  effects  thereof  I  And 
yet,  of  itself,  how  simple  and  obvious  is  the  truth,  that  in  order  to 
be  pardoned  we  must  forsake  our  sins  and  turn  to  Gbd,  and  that 
if  we  will  not  do  this  we  must  perish  I  And  yet,  ooce  more, 
with  what  light  and  triumph  do  the  doctrines  of  grace,  so  simple 
in  themselves,  so  deep  and  wide  in  their  connections,  come  forth 
always  from  the  most  thorough  and  severe  trial  of  them  I  Thus 
what  we  have  sought  to  explain  and  establish  in  this  chapter, 
involves  the  absolute  nature  of  God  as  revealed — the  absolute 
truth  of  the  revelation  of  him — the  reality  and  efficacy  of  the 
plan  of  salvation  therein  disclosed — and  the  mode  of  the  divine 
existence  revealed  in  accordance  with  that  method  of  saving  sin- 
ners. On  the  other  hand,  it  involves  the  absolute  truth  of  all 
that  relates  to  the  creation,  fall,  nature,  present  condition,  and 
endless  destiny  of  man  :  the  absolute  truth,  also,  of  the  spiritual 
system  disclosed  unto  salvation,  and  the  divine  authority  of  the 
means  of  its  enforcement — sin — holiness — the  covenants — ^grace 
— ^knowledge — ordinances.  All  is  true — all  is  real :  or  else  all  is 
worthless,  and  the  whole  scriptural  conception  of  Bepentance  is 
inexplicable — absurd — ^unreal.  In  all  such  cases  two  immoveable 
supports  remain  to  the  Christian  heart.  It  has,  in  its  own  inner 
life,  that  which  attests  the  certainty  of  these  great  truths  of  God. 
It  has  in  the  universal  experience  of  the  human  race,  and  in  the 
surest  conclusions  of  the  human  understanding,  that  which  at- 
tests the  futility  of  all  other  methods  ever  suggested  to  men, 
whereby  sinners  might  escape  the  wrath  to  come. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

THE     NEW    OBBDIBNOE. 

L  1.  What  God  purposes  oonceming  his  GhUdren. — 2.  What  he  requires  of  them.— 
3.  What  he  is  preparing  them  for — and  how. — 4.  The  New  Obedience :  with  the 
Relation  of  Good  Works  and  the  Christian  Warfare  thereto.— IL  1.  The  New 
Obedience,  in  its  Inward  Nature:  whole  Work  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  as  related  to 
all  Gracious  Exercises  of  the  Renewed  Soul — 2.  Duty  toward  God — special^ 
embraced  in  the  Internal  Aspect  of  our  New  Obedience :  Influence  of  this  on  our 
duty  to  our  Neighbour. — 3.  New  Obedience  as  rendered  to  God,  distinguished 
flom  those  Exerdaes  of  it  called  Good  Works :  Summary  of  all  Duty.— 4.  Special 
Fhiits  of  our  New  Obedience—rendered  unto  God. — 5.  Prayer. — 6.  Fasting: 
Watching.— 7.  Thanksgiving.— 8.  Vows:  Lawful  Oaths.— III.  1.  The  Heart 
kept:  the  Heart  hardened. — 2.  Natural  Aspect  of  these  things:  Gracious  Aspeot 
of  them. — 3.  Human  Nature,  when  under  their  Ck>mplete  Influence. 

I. — 1.  If  we  desire  to  have  grace  and  peace  multiplied  unto 
us,  we  ought  to  know,  assuredly,  that  this  is  possible  only  through 
the  knowledge  of  Gtxl,  and  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Nothing 
was  ever  uttered  by  the  Saviour  directly  to  God  who  sent  him, 
with  more  emphasis  and  solemnity,  than  that  the  eternal  life 
which  he  bestowed  on  as  many  as  the  Father  hod  given  to  him, 
was  accomplished  in  this.  That  they  might  know  thee  the  only  true 
Qodj  and  Jesus  Christ  whom  thou  hast  sent.'  It  is  only  through 
the  knowledge  of  him  who  has  called  us  unto  glory  and  virtue, 
that  all  things  which  pertain  to  life  and  godliness  are  bestowed 
upon  us  with  divine  power.  Iq  this  manner  exceeding  great  and 
precious  promises  are  given  to  us  :  and  through  these  promises, 
having  escaped  the  corruption  which  is  in  the  world  through  lust, 
we  are  made  partakers  of  the  divine  nature.' 

2.  Well  does  it  become  us,  having  such  a  course  as  this  set 
before  us,  to  run  in  it  patiently.  Giving  all  diligence,  we  ought 
to  add  to  our  faith  virtue ;  and  to  virtue  knowledge  ;  and  to 
knowledge  temperance  ;  and  to  temperance  patience  ;  and  to 
patience  godliness  ;  and  to  godliness  brotherly  kindness  ;  and  to 
brotherly  kindness  charity.  For  it  is  only  as  these  things  are  in 
'  John,  xvO.  3.  *  2  Peter,  I  2-4. 
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US  and  abound,  that  we  are  neither  barren  nor  unfruitful  in  the 
knowledge  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Nay,  it  is  by  giving  dili- 
gence to  make  our  calling  and  election  sure,  that  we  are  kept 
from  falling  ;  and  that  an  entrance  shall  be  administered  unto  us 
abundantly  into  the  everlasting  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ.  On  the  other  hand,  when  we  lack  these  things  we 
are  blind,  and  cannot  see  afar  off,  and  have  forgotten  that  we 
were  purged  from  our  old  sins.* 

8.  That  we  are  a  chosen  generation,  a  royal  priesthood,  a  holy 
nation,  a  peculiar  people  ;  is  exactly  to  the  intent  that  we  should 
show  forth  the  praises  of  him  who  hath  called  us  out  of  darkness 
into  his  marvellous  light.*  The  saving  grace  of  God  has  taught 
us  nothing  more  distinctly,  than  that  they  who  look  for  that 
blessed  hope,  and  the  glorious  appearing  of  the  great  God  and 
our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ ;  must  not  only  deny  ungodliness  and 
worldly  lusts,  and  live  soberly,  righteously,  and  godly,  in  this 
present  world  ;  but  must  realize  that  the  Saviour  gave  himself 
for  us,  that  he  might  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity,  and  purify 
unto  himself  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works.  These 
are  the  very  things  which  the  ambassadors  of  Christ  have  in 
charge  to  speak,  and  exhort,  and  rebuke,  with  all  authority,*  The 
great  thing  for  us  to  do,  is  to  address  ourselves  earnestly  to  this 
vast  concern  of  working;  out  our  salvation  :  and  considering]:  the 
awful  majesty  of  God,  to  do  it  trembling,  with  his  awe  and  his 
dread  upon  us  :  and  considering  the  immensity  of  the  work  and 
its  issues,  to  do  it  with  all  anxiety  and  pungent  fear.  Through 
it  all  we  have  this  unspeakable  comfort  and  encouragement,  that 
it  is  God  himself  who  works  in  us  both  to  will  and  to  do — both 
the  purpose  and  the  ability  ;  and  that  he  does  this  of  his  good 
pleasure.  Infinite  mercy,  in  infinite  complacency,  is  working  out 
its  fruits  in  us.^ 

4.  It  is  obvious,  therefore,  alike  from  what  God  purposes  con- 
cerning us,  and  what  he  requires  of  us,  and  what  he  is  preparing 
us  for ;  that  a  New  Obedience,  widely  different  from  any  thing 
that  could  be  rendered  to  him  by  any  creature,  except  a  penitent 
and  believing  sinner  ;  is  the  very  substance  of  that  Repentance 
by  which  we  turn  from  sin  unto  God,  and  of  that  Faith  by  which 
the  heart  is  purified  and  the  world  overcome,  and  is  the  very  ex- 
pression of  that  Sanctification  through  which  we  are  perfected  in 

»  2  Pet.,  L  5-11.  •  1  Pet,  il  9.  »  Titus,  ii  H-16.  •  Phii,  iL  13,  13. 
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holiness.  In  like  manner,  Good  Works  are  the  necessary  result 
of  this  New  Obedience — the  very  manifestation  of  it.  And  to 
complete  the  case,  the  Christian  Warfare  is  that  ceaseless  conflict 
with  all  the  enemies  of  God  and  of  our  souls,  through  which 
every  follower  of  Christ  must  exhibit  his  New  Obedience,  and 
make  his  Good  Works  manifest.  Lovest  thou  me  ?  is  the  con- 
stant and  searching  question  of  our  divine  Lord.  Follow  me,  is 
his  perpetual  command.' 

II. — 1.  The  Scriptures  plainly  teach  that  they  who  are  bom 
of  the  Spirit,  are  God's  workmanship,  created  in  Christ  Jesus, 
unto  good  works,  which  Grod  hath  before  ordained,  that  we 
should  walk  in  them."  To  explain  and  to  enforce  this  divine 
workmanship  in  the  human  soul,  is  one  of  the  chief  ends  of  the 
divine  word.  Renovated  in  Christ  Jesus  by  the  Holy  Spirit, 
after  the  image  of  God,  we  become  new  creatures :  and  while 
innumerable  blessings  and  benefits  are  thus  conferred  upon  us, 
new  duties  also  arise,  and  a  new  ability  to  perform  all  duty  is 
given  to  us  by  God.  Every  exercise  of  every  Christian  grace  is 
a  putting  forth  of  this  new  ability — a  manifestation  of  our  New 
Obedience  :  no  matter  whether  that  exercise  be  purely  internal, 
as,  for  example,  simple  Faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus,  or  whether  it  is 
connected  with  the  most  striking  external  circumstances,  or  lies 
in  the  performance  of  some  great  outward  act.  The  great  end 
of  our  existence  is  to  glorify  and  to  enjoy  God  :  to  do  this,  his 
written  word  is  our  infallible  rule  :  and  the  chief  things  taught 
US  therein  are,  what  we  ought  to  believe  concerning  God,  and 
what  duty  God  requires  of  us.  When  God  works  in  us,  there- 
fore, both  to  will  and  to  do,  he  enables  us  unto  all  that  he  re- 
quires of  us  :  for  these  two  things  taken  fully,  embrace  all  the 
power,  all  the  capacity  of  our  nature.  To  grow  in  grace  and  in 
the  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  is  to  grow  up  unto  the 
firuition  of  eternal  life ;  for  eternal  life  is,  to  know  God,  and 
Jesus  Christ,  whom  he  has  sent.  And  this  is  not  only  required 
of  us  by  God  as  the  continual  exercise  of  our  New  Obedience, 
but  is  of  the  very  nature  of  the  New  Creature,  and  of  its  New 
Obedience.  The  root  of  the  whole  matter  lies  here;  for  with  the 
heart  man  believeth  unto  righteousness — and  out  of  it  are  the 
issues  of  life.  It  would,  therefore,  be  altogether  appropriate  in 
this  place  to  take  up,  in  succession,  all  the  exercises  of  the  re- 

>  Joho,  zzL  15, 16,  17;  lUtt  zri.  24;  xix.  21.  •  Eph.,  it  10. 
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newed  soul,  and  the  work  of  the  Spirit  on  which  they  are  founded, 
in  order  to  explain,  in  that  way,  the  inward  nature  of  our  New 
Obedience.  This,  however,  in  all  its  fulness,  is  the  work  of  the 
ministers  of  the  Glospel :  nor  is  it  necessary  to  go  over  that  as- 
pect of  the  subject  here,  in  a  general  manner,  after  devoting  the 
whole  of  the  preceding  Book  to  the  careful  discussion  of  those 
great  benefits  of  the  Covenant  of  Bedemption,  by  the  applica- 
tion of  which  to  us  we  are  borne  forward  to  the  consummation 
of  grace  and  the  commencement  of  glory. 

2.  It  is  the  duty  which  we  owe  to  God,  which  is  especially 
embraced  in  that  aspect  of  our  New  Obedience,  which  is  inter- 
nal But  the  duty  which  we  owe  to  God  is  transcendently 
great,  when  compared  with  any  other  obligation  binding  on  us  ; 
so  much  so  that  all  other  duties  which  bind  us  have  their  origin 
in  this,  and  take  their  rise  from  truths  and  relations,  the  whole 
of  which  involve  God  and  our  duty  to  him.  Independently  of 
the  true  and  the  good,  there  is  no  such  idea  as  duty  in  the  human 
soul.  But  God  is  the  very  sum  and  source  of  all  truth  and  all 
goodness.  Our  denial  of  the  being  and  perfections  of  God,  does 
not  obliterate  God  or  change  his  attributes ;  if  it  could,  the 
sense  of  duty  would  cease  the  moment  we  embraced  atheism. 
As  our  denial  of  God,  of  truth,  and  of  goodness,  afiects  only 
ourselvcB,  it  does  not  extiuguiab,  but  only  i}oIlutes  and  degrades 
our  nature.  It  is  manifest,  therefore,  why  our  offences  against 
each  other  are  accounted  by  a  righteous  God  offences  against 
himself ;  and  why  our  charities  to  each  other  are  reckoned  by  a 
gracious  God  as  done  to  him.  Thus  David,  bewailing  his  terrible 
sin  in  the  matter  of  Uriah,  said  to  God,  Against  thee,  thee  only 
have  I  sinned,  and  done  this  evil  in  thy  sight.*  And  in  the 
great  day,  the  cruel  omission  of  our  duties  to  each  other,  will  be 
charged  and  punished  as  offences  against  the  blessed  Saviour ; 
while  not  even  a  cup  of  cold  water,  given  to  his  disciples  in  his 
name,  will  be  forgotten  by  him  then.'  And  this  is  the  very  rule 
of  eternal  judgment :  and  the  sentence  following  that  rule  will 
be.  Come  ye  blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  ;  depart 
from  me,  ye  cursed,  into  everlasting  fire  1 

3.  There  is,  however,  a  very  plain  sense  in  which  the  exercise 
of  our  New  Obedience  directly  to  God,  is  distinguishable  from 
those  exercises  of  it  which  we  call  Good  Works.     There  is  a 

*  Psalm  U.  4.  *  Matt,  ixv.  31-46. 
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corresponding  distinction  in  our  duties,  of  which  we  say  some  are 
more  particularly  due  to  Gtody  some  to  our  neighbour,  and  some 
to  ourself.  And  thus  on  account  of  the  immediate  connection  be- 
tween the  New  Obedience  and  Grood  Works,  we  say  some  of  both 
are  performed  immediately  to  God,  and  some  immediately  to  our 
neighbour.    In  this  sense  Christ  contemplates  and  expounds  the 
Hforal  Law  in  his  Sermon  on  the  Mount/    The  First  Table,  con- 
t;aining  the  first  four  commandments,  which  sum  up  our  duty  to 
God,*  the  Lord  Jesus  reduced  to  the  single  statement,  Thou  shalt 
love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul, 
<iiid  with  all  thy  mind  ;  and  called  it  the  first  and  great  com* 
xnandment."     The   Second  Table,  which  contains  the  last  six 
commandments,  summing  up  our  duty  to  man,^  Christ  reduced 
to  the  single  statement,  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thy- 
self, which  he  called  the  second  great  commandment/    And  he 
immediately  added,  On  these  two  commandments  hang  all  the 
liaw  and  the  Prophets.   And  we  may  add,  the  whole  Gospel  also, 
no  part  of  which  was  written  when  Christ  made  these  state- 
ments.   For  the  Holy  Ghost  has  reduced  this  sum  of  the  Ten 
Commandments,  which  arc  the  sum  of  the  Moral  Law,  to  its 
sum,  which  is  declared  to  be — Love  to  God  and  to  our  neighbour,* 
It  is  impossible  to  conceive  of  any  thing  more  diflBcult,  or  more 
complete,  than  these  successive  triumphs  of  divine  wisdom,  re- 
ducing the  whole  duty  of  man  to  ten  propositions,  and  those  ten 
to  two,  and  those  two  to  a  single  word — ^Love — as  the  fulfilling  of 
the  whole  law  of  God  1'   During  thirty-three  centuries,  since  the 
first  of  those  summaries  was  made,  no  human  heart  has  probably 
felt  that  any  one  of  the  three  was  in  any  respect  imperfect; 
while  no  human  intellect,  before  or  since,  has  been  able  to  reduce 
the  vast  and  intractable  subject  to  any  summary  at  all,  that  any 
other  human  intellect  fully  approved  ! 

4.  Amongst  the  fruits  of  our  New  Obedience,  in  which  the 
graces  of  the  Spirit  whereunto  we  are  called  enable  us  to  abound 
in  the  way  of  Good  Works,  considered  whether  toward  God  or 
men ;  some  are  so  conspicuoiis  that  they  demand  a  special  re- 
cognition. Such,  with  reference  to  God,  are  Prayer,  Fasting, 
Thanksgiving,  and  Vows,  and  with  reference  to  man.  Alms ;  of 

»  Matt,  v^  vL,  Til  •  Deut,  iv.  13 ;  x,  1-i.  *  Matt,  xxiL  37,  38. 

«  Ezod.,  xz.  s  Matt^  xxil  88. 

•  Lukfl^  X.  27,  2S;  1  John,  y.  3;  1  Ti^^  L  6.  t  Bom.,  xiii  10. 
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which  all  but  the  last  will  be  briefly  considered  here — and  the 
last  afterwards,  as  falling  more  particularly  under  the  strict  idea 
of  Good  Works.  It  is  because  Christ  dwells  in  us  that  our  spirit 
lives/  and  that  we  are  enabled  to  present  our  bodies  a  living  sac- 
rifice to  God,  and  that  he  accepts  the  sacrifice.*  This  is  true  in 
every  thing  that  concerns  our  New  Obedience — and  every  Oood 
Work  must  be  related  to  the  glory  of  God.*  We  are  not,  theie- 
fore,  to  imagine  that  these  fruits  of  our  New  Obedience  which 
are  specially  considered,  differ  in  their  essential  cause  and  end, 
from  every  other  fruit  thereof.  I  will  put  my  Spirit  within  yon, 
saith  God,  and  cause  you  to  walk  in  my  statutes,  and  ye  shall 
keep  my  judgments  and  do  them.^ 

5.  Of  all  the  acts  of  the  New  Creature  which  can  be  consid- 
ered as  immediate  exercises  of  his  New  Obedience,  Prayer  to  God 
is  the  most  constant :  just  as  of  all  Good  Works  which  flow  from 
the  exercise  of  that  New  Obedience — it  is  the  most  indispensa- 
ble. It  is  well  defined  to  be  the  ofiering  up  of  our  desires  unto 
God,  for  things  agreeable  to  his  will,  in  the  name  of  Christ,  by 
the  help  of  the  Spirit,  with  confession  of  our  sins,  and  thankful 
acknowledgment  of  his  mercies.*  It  is  religious  worship  in  a 
sense  so  complete,  that  in  its  absence  such  worship  cannot  strictly 
be  said  to  exist.  What  is  true,  therefore,  of  every  part  of  reli- 
gious worship,  is  most  emphatically  true  of  this  chief  part  of  it — 
namely,  that  it  is  to  be  rendered  to  no  being  except  God  the 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost.  The  foundation  of  all  acceptable 
worship  of  God,  lies  in  the  absolute  rejection  of  every  thing  as 
God,  but  the  living  and  true  God  :  and  immediately  following  is 
the  absolute  rejection  of  all  manner  of  worship  of  the  true  God, 
except  in  spirit  and  in  truth.*  As  there  is  but  one  God,  so  there 
is  but  one  Mediator  between  God  and  men,  the  man  Christ 
Jesus  :'  and  except  by  him,  there  is  no  access  to  God,  for  he  is 
the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life  :*  nor  is  there  under  heaven, 
among  men,  any  name  but  his,  whereby  we  must  be  saved.*  As 
it  is  to  God  only,  through  Christ  only,  so  it  is  by  the  help  of  the 
divine  Spirit  only,  that  acceptable  prayer  can  be  made  to  God. 
For  we  know  not  what  we  should  pray  for  as  we  ought :  it  is  the 
Spirit  which  helpeth  our  infirmities.*"    In  every  thing,  by  prayer 

•  Rom.,  viii.  10.  '  Rom.,  xii.  1.  *  1  Cor.,  x.  30.  *  Ezekiel,  xxxvL  27. 

*  John,  xvi.  23,  24;  Rom.,  viii.  26;  Pa.  xxxiL  5,  6;  Phil.,  iv.  6. 

6  Ex.,  XX. ;  John,  iv.  24.  ^  1  Tim.,  il  5.  •  John,  xiv.  6. 

»  Acts,  iv.  12.  "  Rom^  viii.  26. 
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and  supplication,  with  thaaksgiviDg,  oar  requests  ought  to  be  made 
known  unto  God,'  God  is  the  hearer  aod  the  answerer  of  prayer:" 
and  it  is  not  only  the  duty,  but  the  high  privilege  of  all  men, 
everywhere,  to  offer  up  true  worship  to  the  Father,  who  seeketh 
Boch  worship  of  men.'  For  he  accept49  the  confessions  of  broken 
and  contrite  hearts :  and  he  receives  the  thanksgivings  of  grate- 
fill  hearts  for  mercies  bestowed:  and  answers  the  petitiong  of 
longing  hearts,  for  needed  things.  But  Confession — Thanksgiv- 
ing— and  Petition — with  Praise,  are  the  chief  acts  of  prayer.  The 
effisctual,  fervent  prayer  of  a  righteous  man  availeth  much.*  Even 
such  as  have  neither  part  nor  lot  in  the  Son  of  God,  and  whose 
heart  is  not  right  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  who  are  in  the  gall  of 
bitterness, and  in  the  bond  of  iniquity;  are  explicitly  directed  to 
repent  of  their  wickedness,  and  pray  God  if  perhaps  they  may  be 
forgiven.*  In  the  space  of  two  successive  verses,  the  blessed  Lord 
reiterated  six  times,  that  God  will  be  found  of  them  that  seek 
him  ;  and  that  he  will  give  his  Holy  Spirit  to  them  that  ask 
him.*  If  it  were  possible  to  add  any  thing  to  the  force  of  such 
Btatements  by  the  Bedeemer ;  that  would  be  found  in  the  fact 
that  they  were  made  while  he  was  expressly  teaching  the  nature 
and  efficacy  of  prayer ;  in  the  same  discourse  in  which  he  de- 
livered that  model  and  summary  of  prayer  for  all  men,  and  for 
all  time,  which  bears  to  the  life  of  the  human  soul,  the  same 
relation  which  his  summary  of  the  law  of  God  bears  to  the 
morality  of  human  actions.  If  our  life  before  God  was  regula- 
ted by  perfect  love  to  him  and  to  our  neighbour  :  and  our  life 
with  Grod  was  responsive  to  the  Lord's  Prayer  :  what  higher  bles- 
sedness could  a  pure  heart  conceive  of  on  earth — what  greater 
fitness  for  heaven  ? 

6.  Connected  immediately  with  Prayer,  and  having  direct 
reference  to  immediate  duty  and  to  ourselves,  is  Fasting  ;  and 
with  this.  Watching  may  be  associated  as  standing  in  a  similar 
relation  to  prayer,  and  as  nearly  related  to  Fasting.  While  of 
itself  mere  fasting  has  no  value,  and  may  be  associated  with  ha- 
bitual hypocrisy,  as  it  was  by  the  Pharisees — and  with  fatal  heresy 
and  abounding  wickedness,  as  it  is  in  the  Papal  superstition : 
nevertheless,  religious  abstinence  from  food  and  drink,  and  other 
usual  or  necessary  comforts,  wholly  for  a  short  time,  or  partially 

*  Phil.,  iv.  6.  •  Pa.  Ixv.  2;  Heb.,  iv.  14-16.        *  John,  W,  23. 

4  Jaiiie«L  ▼  16        •  Acta,  viil  21-23.  •  Matt,  vil  7,  S ;  Luke,  xl  13 
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for  a  longer  time,  is  cleaily  warranted,  if  not  indeed  oommanded, 
both  in  the  Old  Testament  and  the  New/  Its  use  is  to  aid  lu  in 
the  duty  of  repentance  and  in  cultivating  an  humble  and  prayer- 
ful spirit ;  afflicting  our  souls  in  the  due  consideration  of  our 
sins,  or  of  chastisement  inflicted  on  us  on  account  of  them  ;  and 
crying  unto  Gk)d,  with  faith  in  his  promises  to  such  as  are  peni> 
tent,  for  deliverance  from  judgments  hanging  over  us,  or  afaready 
come  upon  us,  or  for  the  obtaining  of  special  benefits,  mercies,  or 
favours.  The  Lord  Jesus,  who  allowed  his  disciples  to  lack 
nothing  while  he  was  with  them ;  plainly  notified  them  that 
when  he  was  taken  from  them  tho  time  to  fast  would  come.*  It 
is,  therefore — as  the  conduct  of  Christ  and  the  whole  treatment 
of  the  subject  throughout  the  Scriptures  show — a  permanent  ob- 
ligation of  that  kind  whose  performance  is  occasionaL  And  being 
in  its  nature  wholly  religious,  it  belongs  to  the  church  of  Ghxl 
only,  by  its  divine  authority  to  order  its  observance  when  occasion 
demands ;  and  to  each  individual  to  practise  it  in  addition,  ac- 
cording to  his  own  spiritual  necessities  ;  and  to  the  civil  power, 
as  itself  an  ordinance  of  Qod,  to  recommend  it  on  occasions  of 
public  and  general  necessity.  The  Lord  Jesus  preceded  his  pub- 
lic ministry  with  a  miraculous  fast  of  forty  days  and  forty  nights' 
continuance  :  which  was  immediately  followed  by  the  tern  fetation 
of  the  Devil,  and  the  subsequent  ministry  of  the  angels  unto 
him.*  It  is  striking-  to  observe  how  many  of  the  most  remarkable 
incidents  recorded  in  the  Scriptures  were  connected  with  solemn 
religious  fasting.  Such  was  the  case  in  the  great  deliverance  of 
Israel  by  the  hands  of  Samuel/  as  well  as  that  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  Esther,*  and  the  leading  back  of  the  captivity  by 
Neheu)iah/  and  the  call  of  the  Gentiles  into  the  Grospel  Church 
in  the  person  of  Cornelius.^  I  have  already  stated  that  religious 
Watching,  is  closely  connected  in  the  Scriptures  both  with  Spe- 
cial Prayer,  and  with  Religious  Fasting.  It  is  the  voluntary 
and  religious  abstinence  from  sleep,  in  order  to  the  higher  ad- 
vancement of  our  spiritual  meditations,  and  the  more  perfect  and 
earnest  use  of  special  })rayer.  The  Passover  was  celebrated  at 
night ;  a  feast  with  bitter  herbs,  without  leven,  and  after  pro- 

'  JopI,  I  13,  14;  ii.  12-14;  Levit,  xxiii.  27;  Matt,  vi.  16-18;  Acts,  xiv.  23;  xiu. 
3;  1  Cor.,  vii.  5.  »  Matt,  ix.  14,  15 ;  Luke,  v.  35;  Matt,  vi.  16-18. 

"  Matt.,  iv.  1-11.  4  1  Sara.,  vii.  G.  5  Esther,  iv.  16. 

«  Nehem.,  i.  4.  '  Acts,  x.  10-30. 
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tracted  fastings  :'  and  the  Sacrament  of  the  body  and  blood  of 
Obrist  was  instituted  at  night,  and  eaten  as  the  Lord's  Supper — 
which  name  it  still  bears."  And  during  the  same  night,  after 
the  Lord  had  gone  out  with  his  Apostles  to  the  G-arden  of  Greth- 
semane  where  he  endured  his  supernatural  agony:  he  desired 
them — especially  Peter  and  the  two  sons  of  Zebedee — to  watch 
^th  him ;  and  during  his  conflict  with  the  powers  of  darkness 
he  came  three  times  to  them.'  Nothing  is  more  affecting  than 
Ilia  two  brief  chidings  of  them  :  What,  could  you  not  watch  with 
Tue  one  hour  ?  Watch  and  pray,  that  ye  enter  not  into  temp- 
tation. And  at  last :  Sleep  on  now,  and  take  your  rest :  behold 
'fcbe  hour  is  at  hand,  and  the  Son  of  Man  is  betrayed  into  the 
liands  of  sinners.*  Having,  therefore,  the  request,  the  command, 
&Dd  the  practice  of  our  divine  Master  :^  his  people  have  full  war- 
rant for  the  special  use  of  religious  abstinence  from  sleep,  as  well 
^8  religious  humiliation  in  the  whole  matter  expressed  by  the 
^^firord  Fasting.  Have  they  not,  also,  abundant  evidence  around 
'them,  and  in  them,  of  what  they  may  expect  when  they  live  far 
lielow  their  privileges,  and  in  the  habitual  neglect  of  any  of  the 
divinely  authorized  means,  whether  of  nourishing,  or  of  mani- 
festing, their  New  Obedience  ? 

7.  In  speaking  of  Prayer,  I  have  said  that  Confession,  Suppli- 
cation, and  Thanksgiving,  with  Praise,  were  its  chief  parts  ;  and 
in  speaking  of  Fasting  with  Watching,  I  have  pointed  out  how 
Oonfession  and  Supplication  were  intimately  related  to  them. 
Thanksgiving  remains  to  be  briefly  considered,  in  connection 
vrith  the  special  Praise  of  Gbd ;   and  both  of  them,  in  their 
doable  aspect,  as  being  manifestations  of  our  New  Obedience, 
and  that  specially  in  relation  to  the  worship  of  God,  and  to 
Prayer  as  the  most  constant  act  thereof.    In  general,  it  is  our 
duty  to  bless  and  praise  the  Lord  for  all  he  is,  and  for  all  he 
does :  to  magnify  his  great  name,  and  thankfully  acknowledge 
his  being,  his  dominion,  his  grace,  his  love,  his  mercy,  nay,  even 
his  fiitherly  chastisements.  And  so  we  are  expressly  commanded, 
In  every  thing  give  thanks  :  for  this  is  the  will  of  God  in  Christ 
Jesus  concerning  you/    It  was  the  habit  of  Christ  to  render 
thanks  publicly  and   emphatically  to  the  Lord  of  heaven  and 

«  Ezod.,  xiL  passim.  «  Matt,  xxvi.  17-36.  '  Matt,  xxyL  36-46. 

*  Matt,  xziri  40,  41,  46.         •  Matt,  ziv.  23,  25 ;  Mark,  vi.  46-4S^ 
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earth  ;  and  to  state  to  the  Father  the  tbiDgs  for  which  he  thus 
rejoiced  in  him.'  And  many  examples  are  recorded  for  our  in- 
stmction,  touching  the  special  thanksgiving  of  the  saints  of  Qod, 
whether  for  the  abundance  and  faithfulness  of  his  grace  and 
mercy  commonly  bestowed  on  them,  or  for  special  tokens  of  his 
favour  and  love  vouchsafed  unto  them.  Thus  David  blessed  and 
worshipped  God  before  all  the  congregation,  for  having  stirred 
up  the  hearts  of  the  people  to  a  wonderful  eagerness  and  lib- 
erality towards  building  the  house  of  the  Lord.'  Amongst  all 
the  inspired  writings,  there  is  scarce  any  thing  more  glorious  than 
the  song  which  Moses  and  the  children  of  Israel  sang  unto  the 
Lord,  upon  the  deliverance  of  the  people  of  Qod,  and  the  de- 
struction of  Pharaoh  and  his  host  in  the  Bed  Sea.'  They  who 
get  the  victory  over  the  Beast  will  sing  the  song  of  Moses  and 
of  the  Lamb,  even  a  song  of  praise  to  the  Lord  Ood  Almighty — 
the  King  of  Saints — for  his  great  and  marvellous  works,  and  for 
his  just  and  true  ways.^  In  effect,  our  confessions  spring  from  a 
sense  of  God's  grace  to  the  guilty — our  petitions  from  a  sense  of 
his  mercy  to  the  miserable — and  onr  thankfuloess  from  a  sense 
of  his  abounding  goodness  and  faithfulness  to  us,  notwithstand- 
ing our  sin  and  misery.  Thank-offerings  belonged  to  the  Jewish 
dispensation  as  really  as  sin-offerings — and  the  cultivation  and 
expression  of  a  sense  of  love  and  gratitude  to  God  for  his  special 
mercies,  is  amongst  the  most  distinct  manifestations  of  our  New 
Obedience.  And  so,  besides  the  perpetual  cultivation  of  a  thank- 
ful and  loving  spirit,  and  the  perpetual  exhibition  of  our  thank- 
fulness to  God  in  all  our  ways,  and  especially  in  all  his  stated 
worship :  we  are  obliged,  on  special  occasions,  to  be  designated 
by  the  Church  of  God,  or  recommended  by  the  civil  magistrate, 
when  the  duty  is  general — and  to  be  undertaken  by  ourselves 
when  it  is  private — to  set  ai)art  particular  seasons  for  special 
Thanksgiving  to  God,  as  the  author  and  giver  of  all  good. 
Thanksgiving  is  the  complement  of  Fasting.  The  two  united 
cover  the  immense  department  of  true  Ri^ligion,  appertaining  to 
that  portion  of  our  New  Obedience  to  which  they  relate. 

8.  It  remains  to  explain  briefly  the  relation  of  Vows  to  our 
New  Obedience.  They  are  properly  defined  to  be  religious 
promises  made  to  God,  that,  for  the  promotion  of  his  glory  and 

'  Luko,  X.  21 ;  Matt,  x.  25.  "  1  Chron.,  xxix.  1-19. 

»  ExoA,  XV.  1-19.  *  Rev.,  xv.  2,  3. 
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our  salvation,  we  will  do,  or  forbear  to  do,  that  which  being 
neither  evil,  nor  impossible,  nor  rash,  mny  be  acceptable  to  him. 
Being  a  direct  and  voluntary  act  of  the  New  Creature  in  the  way 
of  the  worship  of  God,  it  is  manifest  that  any  trifling  with  him, 
much  less  any  thing  insulting  to  him  in  such  a  matter,  is  only 
proof  of  extreme  folly  and  wickedness.  There  is  a  very  signal 
example  of  a  rash  vow,  and  of  its  terrible  consequences,  in  the 
case  of  Jephtha,  recorded  for  everlasting  instruction.*  And  one 
not  less  striking,  of  the  effects  of  sinful  remissness  in  performing 
a  lawful  one.  For  Jacob  had  made  a  solemn  vow  at  Bethel,  as 
he  fled  from  his  brother  Esau  into  Padan  Aram  :  and  years 
afterwards,  when  God  had  brought  him  back  full  of  blessinga, 
he  forgot  his  vow  :  but  God  did  not.  In  the  midst  of  his  sor- 
rows, he  heard  the  voice  of  God,  Arise,  go  up  to  Bethel,  and  dwell 
there :  and  he  understood  at  once."  In  saying  that  religious  vows 
are  voluntary,  I  mean  that  they  are  not  of  stated  obligation  on  any 
one  ;  but  that  it  lies  in  the  heart  of  each  particular  child  of  God 
to  determine  for  himself  in  what  circumstances,  and  by  what 
particular  means,  he  will  thus  magnify  the  Lord.  They  seem, 
undoubtedly,  to  be  of  permanent  use  to  men,  and  to  have  a  per- 
manent divine  authority.  David  couples  them  immediately  with 
Thanksgiving  and  Prayer :  Offer  unto  God  thanksgiving :  and 
pay  thy  vows  unto  the  Most  High  :  and  call  upon  me  in  the  day 
of  trouble :  and  I  will  deliver  thee,  and  thou  shalt  glorify  me.' 
In  the  New  Testament,  two  instances  are  recorded  of  the  exist- 
ence of  Vows — once  in  immediate  connection  with  the  Apostle 
Paul,*  and  once  involving  with  him,  the  Apostle  James  and  all 
the  ciders  at  Jerusalem,  in  the  recognition  thereof  as  usual  and 
proper.'  It  is  remarkable,  however,  that  by  the  concession  of 
Paul  in  this  latter  case  he  ultimately  lost  his  life  :  a  concession 
not  approve<l  of  God,  apparently,  not  because  of  the  nature  of 
Beligious  Vows,  but  because  under  the  peculiar  circumstances,  it 
was  a  concession  designed  to  put  undue  honour,  both  upon  a  &l8e 
prejudice,  and  upon  the  legal  dispensation.*  We  are  not  to  im- 
agine that  our  Vows,  or  their  performance,  have  any  such  merit 
that  they  can  be  the  proper  ground  of  any  mercy  of  God  to  us. 
Their  use  is  to  confirm  and  strengthen  our  own  faith  under  heavy 

«  Judges,  xlpaasim,  •  G«l,  xxviii.  19-22  ;  xxiiv.  passim;  xxxv.  1-15. 

»  Ftalm  L  14,  16.  *  Acts,  xviil  18. 

•  Acta»  xxL  19-28.  •  Acta,  xxl  11-40. 
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tfiftls ;  and  to  manHiMt  oar  thankfiilDess  mider  wp&M 
Thiqr  liave,  therefore,  a  Toiy  close  relation  to  Fasting  and  advmw 
aitjr  on  one  tide,  and  to  Thanksgiring  and  proeperitj'  on  the  otfher 
*^Hnid  to  special  Prayer  always :  and  thus,  eveiyhow,  to  gbriff 
Chid  and  promote  oar  salvation.  I  onght  to  add  a  ftw  frords 
ooDceming  Lawful  Oaths,  which  so  &r  have  the  nature  of  Yowv 
that  they  are  to  be  made  only  to  the  Living  Ood,  and  are  a  direct 
appeal  to  him  to  note  oar  sincerity  and  to  judge  us  accordin^y; 
I  have  sworn,  says  the  Psalmist,  and  I  will  perfonn  it,  that  I  will 
keep  thy  righteous  judgments  :*  connecting  the  Oaths  and  the 
▼ows  with  each  other.  An  Oath,  therefore,  in  its  nsture,  apper- 
tains to  the  worship  of  GhxL*  The  violation  of  it  is  oootraiy  alike 
to  the  Moral  Law  and  to  all  idea  of  holiness ;  and  is  not  only 
OMst  sinfhl  and  degrading  in  us,  but  most  insulting  to  the  nm- 
Jssty  of  Gh)d.'  In  like  manner,  all  trifling  and  irreverent  and 
pseAme  use  of  oaths,  is  expressly  forbidden  by  Qod,  and  is  whoUy 
ioeonsistent  with  that  state  of  heart  out  of  which  our  New  Obe* 
dience  springs.*  Truth,  which  is  justice  in  our  words :  justice, 
wrbich  is  truth  in  our  conduct :  this  is  the  fundamental  concep- 
tion of  natural  rectitude.  Evangelical  holiness — ^true  holiness — 
is  the  product  of  divine  truth  and  divine  righteousness.  Fidelity 
to  Oaths,  therefore,  is  one  of  the  clearest  forms  of  duty,  result- 
ing both  from  nature  and  from  grace  :  fundamentally  obli«]ratory 
by  our  relation  to  Q-od,  both  as  our  Creator  and  as  our  Saviour. 

III. — 1.  Keep  thy  heart,  says  Solomon,  with  all  diligence ;  for 
out  of  it  are  the  issues  of  life.'  And  the  corresponding  caution 
of  David,  so  urgently  pressed  on  us  by  Paul,  is  not  less  expfess : 
To-day,  if  ye  will  hear  bis  voice,  harden  not  your  heart.*  So  I 
sware  in  my  wrath,  They  shall  not  enter  into  my  rest :  so  we  see 
that  they  could  not  enter  in  because  of  nubelief :  there  remain- 
eth  therefore  a  rest  for  the  people  of  God/  These  are  three 
forms  in  whicli  Paul  deduces  from  the  warning  of  David,  consid- 
ered in  three  different  lights,  the  great  conclusions  to  which  that 
warning  points.  There  are  issues  of  life  from  the  heart  of  man, 
and  there  is  a  way  whereby  they  may  be  secured  ;  there  is,  also, 
a  way  to  harden  the  heart  of  man,  and  be  deaf  to  the  voice  of 
God  himself.     If  we  may  trust  our  souls  to  the  guidance  of  in- 

"  Psalm  cxix.  106.  •  Deut,  x.  20.  •  ExocL,  xx.  7. 

«  James,  ▼.  13.  •  Prov.,  It.  23. 

•  Psalm  xov.  1,  8;  Heb.,  iU.  1,  15;  m  7.  t  Hob.,  iiL  11,  19;  iv.  9. 
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finite  wiBdom  and  goodness,  the  things  whicli  are  herein  laid  open 
to  us  are  the  very  things  which,  if  we  give  diligent  heed,  we  will 
find  causiDg  the  waters  of  eternal  life  to  flow  into  our  hearts, 
and  from  them  to  flow  over  upon  our  whole  way  of  life :  the  very 
things  which,  if  we  neglect,  we  will  find  our  hearts  become  hard 
and  barren,  like  Qilboa,  where  the  beauty  of  Israel  was  slain — 
where  the  shield  of  the  mighty  was  vilely  cast  away — where  no 
dew  fell,  neither  was  any  rain  there  ! 

2.  It  is  these  things  which,  of  themselves  or  in  their  indisso- 
luble connection  with  spiritual  religion,  are  so  offensive  to  the 
carnal  heart.  The  end  they  look  to — unlimited  obedience  to  Qod, 
and  that  of  a  kind  new  and  strange  to  our  depraved  nature — iB 
thoroughly  repugnant  to  us :  and  all  the  means  proposed — means 
involving  humiliating  supplications  and  confessions,  painful  self- 
denials  and  inward  conflicts — are  all  inconsistent  with  our  natural 
impulses.  More  than  that,  the  light  in  which  Qod  represents 
himself  to  us  in  the  whole  matter  of  salvation  responsive  to  our 
New  Obedience,  is  one  in  which  we  natiually  see  no  beauty  that 
we  should  desire  him.  And  so  far  is  the  carnal  mind  from  being 
subject  to  the  law  of  God,  that  it  neither  is,  nor  can  be ;  and  that 
law  is  foolishness  unto  it.  When  we  turn  to  the  penitent  and 
believing  follower  of  Christ,  all  this  is  changed,  utterly  changed  ! 
This  spiritual  insight  into  God,  this  humble  seeking  unto  God, 
this  abhorring  of  all  that  separates  him  from  God,  this  joyful 
obedience  unto  God,  this  strange  manner  of  the  service  and  frui- 
tion of  God,  this  peculiar  way  of  growing  into  higher  conformity 
to  Qod  as  he  grows  into  surer  knowledge  of  him,  and  love  of  his 
service  :  all — all  is  accepted  by  him — not  only  as  true  and  right 
altogether,  but  as  pregnant  with  a  superhuman  excellence  and 
efficacy.  Therefore,  if  any  man  be  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new  crea- 
ture :  old  things  are  passed  away,  behold  all  things  are  become 
new.* 

8.  All  that  is  capable  of  being  purified,  and  exalted,  and  en- 
nobled in  man,  springs  up  and  is  perfected  under  the  influence 
of  this  immediate  intercourse  with  our  Creator  and  Redeemer. 
The  highest  conceptions  of  whicli  the  spirit  of  man  is  capable,  are 
those  which  he  habitually  cherishes.  The  noblest  thoughts  dwell 
habitually  in  his  understanding :  those  emotions  which  are  at 
once  the  most  just^  the  most  tender,  and  the  most  enduring,  oc- 

*  2  Cor.,  V.  IT. 
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capy  his  heart :  and  the  motives  which  actuate  his  conduct,  and 
the  ends  which  he  proposes  to  himself,  are  the  pttrest  and  the 
highest  which  his  nature  can  entertain.  He  walks  with  Gbd ; 
and  his  whole  being  receives  the  influence  of  that  infinite  pres- 
ence. The  Saviout  of  the  world  is  his  brother  and  bis  fiimiliar 
friend  ;  and  men  take  knowledge  of  him  that  he  has  been  with 
Jesus.  I  do  not  say  that  all  manifest  alike,  the  divine  effects  of 
this  true  conformity  to  God.  All  who  profess  the  name  of  Christ 
do  not  walk  diligently — ^if  at  all — ^in  the  ways  of  this  New  Obe- 
dience. I  do  not  say  that  any  come  fully  up  to  the  perfect  stature 
of  men,  in  Christ  Jesus.  But  I  do  say,  that  the  nearer  we  live 
to  GKxl  the  more  are  we  like  Qod ;  and  that  the  more  perfect  our 
obedience  is  to  Jesus  Christ,  the  more  complete  is  the  exhibition 
in  us  of  the  very  highest  form  of  human  ezcellenoe,  and  the  pos- 
■eesion  by  us  of  the  very  purest  form  of  human  blessedness.  No 
folly  of  mankind  was  ever  greater,  than  their  light  esteem  of  that 
type  of  human  perfection,  which  reflects  the  image  of  the  Bon  of 
God.  No  shame  of  the  followers  of  the  Son  of  God  was  ever 
more  cruel,  than  that  their  conduct  should  justify  this  reproach 
of  men,  to  them  and  to  their  divine  Master  1 


CHAPTEE    XVI. 

GOOD    WORKS. 

I.  1.  Good  WotIeb  Defined  «id  Claasified.— 2.  Cooaidered  with  Reference  to  our  Nal- 
aral  Mao. — 3.  The  Uniyersal  Biotberhood  of  Man :  the  Uniycrsal  Fellowship  of 
the  SaintB. — L  Love— Charitj.— 5.  The  greatest  of  all  Christian  Graces. — 6.  Re- 
lation of  all  Christian  Offices  thereto. — 7.  Almsgiving. — TT.  1.  Manifold  Probation 
of  Mao :  Relation  of  Good  Works  thoreta — 2.  Their  influence  upon  the  Happi- 
nen  and  HolinesR  of  him  who  performs  them. — 3.  Considered  as  a  Means  of  IJfld- 
thlnes&r— 4.  Considered  with  Reference  to  the  General  Judgment — 5.  Our  Worio^ 
the  Measure  of  final  Reward  and  Punishment. — 6.  The  idea  of  Reward,  whol^ 
appurtenant  to  Grace. — 7.  Other  grounds  for  the  necessity  of  Good  Works:  to 
adorn  the  Doctrino— and  glorify  the  Name  of  God.— III.  1.  The  Will  of  God  the 
flolo  Role  of  all  Good  Works:  Consequences  of  this  Great  Truth.— 2.  Great  TogkB 
awnriatod  with  this,  and  determined  by  it : — (a)  Christian  Liberty,  and  Liberty 
of  Conscience : — (6)  Implicit  Faith :  Tender  Consciences : — (c)  Power  of  the  Clyll 
Magistrate,  in  tilings  sacred : — {d)  Spiritual  authority  of  Synods  and  Councils.-— 
3.  Caose,  absolute  and  instrumental : — End,  chief  and  subordinate : — Intimate  Na- 
ture of  Good  Works:— (a)  Motive:— (i»)  Rule:— (c)  Grace:— (d)  End— Means- 
Manner  i^e)  A  Heart  right  in  the  sight  of  God. 

I. — 1.  Good  Works,  as  I  have  shown  in  the  previous  chap- 
ter, flow  immediately  irom  our  New  Obedience,  and  are  always 
manifestations  of  it.  Those  manifestations  of  that  New  Obe- 
dience which  have  an  immediate  relation  to  God,  and  which  im- 
mediately concern  the  maintenance  of  its  power  in  our  own 
hearts  ;  have  been  considered  in  that  chapter.  Those  manifes- 
tations of  our  New  Obedience  which  more  immediately  relate  to 
our  neighbour,  and  whose  exercise  presumes  that  its  power  is 
maintained  in  our  hearts  ;  are  more  especially  called  Good  Works, 
and  will  be  discussed  now.  Considered  with  reference  to  the 
Moral  Law,  they  fall  particularly  under  the  Second  Table, 
contaiuing  the  last  six  commandments.  In  this  sense  Good 
Works  are  all  those  duties  which  we  owe  to  all  men,  according 
to  their  necessities,  and  to  our  obligations  as  followers  of  Jesus 
Christ.  These  may  be  summarily  included  under  two  general 
heads  :  Firsty  such  as  are  due  to  the  souls  of  men,  because  their 
performance  by  us  may  promote  the  comfort,  edification,  and 
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salvatioa  thereof:  Secondly ^  such  as  are  due  to  the  bodies  (ji 
men,  because  their  performance  by  us  may  promote  their  com- 
fort, competence  and  health. 

2.  Nor  ought  it  to  be  thought  that  these  statements  are,  on 
the  one  side,  too  strict  in  defining  all  Good  Works  to  be  fruits  of 
our  New  Obedience ;  or  too  broad,  on  the  other  side,  in  binding 
us  without  reserve,  to  every  Qood  Work.  For  it  is  by  purging 
ourselves  and  becoming  vessels  unto  honour,  sanctified,  and  meet 
for  the  Master's  use,  that  we  are  prepared  unto  every  GKxxl 
Work  ;*  and  because  we  are  the  workmanship  of  QoA  created  in 
Christ  Jesus,  that  we  have  inclinafion  and  ability  unto  Good 
Works,  which  God  hath  before  ordained  that  we  should  walk  in 
them.*  As  to  our  natural  ability  to  perform  GK>od  Works,  taking 
the  ordinary  sense  of  the  Scriptures,  that  we  are  by  nature  the 
children  of  wrath,*  and  that  the  natural  man  receiveth  not  the 
things  of  the  Spirit  of  Gk>d  ;*  assuredly,  we  are  so  far  from  having 
any  such  ability,  that  our  carnal  mind  is  enmity  to  Gx)d,  not  sub- 
ject to  his  law,  nor  capable  of  being  so.*  If  by  natural  ability  we 
mean  the  created  faculties  of  the  soul  and  the  body,  and  the  de- 
faced image  of  God  still  in  us,  whereby,  in  the  absence  of  the 
knowledge  of  God,  we  are  a  law  unto  ourselves  ;*  then,  assuredly, 
this  is  the  nature,  which,  by  being  renewed  by  the  Holy  Ghost, 
becomes  competent,  being  moved  by  the  grace  of  God  to  all 
Good  Works.^  Whatever  may  be  the  excellence  of  virtue  con- 
sidered in  itself,  and  considered  as  the  opposite  of  vice  ;  it  is  a 
mere  delusion — wholly  subversive  of  Christianity — to  represent 
any  act,  or  exercise,  or  habit  of  the  unregeuerate  soul  as  posi- 
tively good  in  the  sight  of  God.  Nay,  more,  the  Good  Works 
even  of  the  regenerate  soul,  performed  under  the  promptings  of 
divine  grace,  and  regulated  by  the  divine  word,  are  so  far  from 
meriting  any  thing  for  us,  when  considered  merely  of  themselves, 
that  it  is  in  Christ  alone  they  can  be  accepted  of  God,  as  well  as 
performed  by  us.' 

3.  Amongst  the  duties  which  we  owe  to  men,  there  is  one  so 
emphatically  urged  throughout  the  Scriptures,  and  so  distinctly 
made  prominent  in  the  teachings  of  Christ,  as  to  deserve  a  spe- 
cial notice  in  every  discussion  of  the  general  subject  of  Good 

'  2  Tim.,  ii.  21.  «  Eph.,  il  10.  3  Eph.,  ii.  3. 
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Works.    Indeed  in  its  widest  sense  it  embraces,  in  some  sort, 
under  the  name  of  Charity  the  very  sum  and  essence  of  our  New 
Obedience,  as  manifested  towards  each  other :  while  in  its  nar- 
rowest sense,  as  Alms,  it  is  a  recognition  at  once  of  the  common 
brotherhood  of  mankind,  the  common  salvation  through  Christ, 
and  the  common  Fatherhood  of  God  :  and  in  all  its  manifesta- 
tions, it  is  the  expression  of  that  communion  with  each  other  in 
Ijove,  which  results  from  our  mutual  communion  with  Christ 
through  Faith.    Behold,  said  the  angel  of  the  Lord  to  the  shep- 
herds of  Bethlehem,  I  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy,  which 
shall  be  to  all  people.    For  unto  you  is  bom  this  day  in  the  city 
of  David,  a  Saviour,  which  is  Christ  the  Lord.  And  then  a  mul- 
titude of  the  heavenly  host  burst  forth  in  praise  :  Glory  to  God 
in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace,  good  will  toward  men.*    And 
this  is  the  sum  of  the  mission  of  the  Saviour  of  the  world — su- 
preme glory  to  God — boundless  peace  between  God  and  men  and 
between  man  and  man — supreme  complacency  from  Gtxi  to  men 
and  from  man  to  his  brother  man.     The  sublime  principle  which 
underlies  the  performance  of  our  duties  to  each  other,  as  a  remedy 
against  the  sin  and  suffering  and  sorrow  of  this  life  ;  is  the  divine 
restoration  in  Christ  and  the  powerful  working  through  the  Spirit, 
of  the  brotherhood  of  man.    A  glorious  truth — defaced  in  man's 
soul  by  the  fall — unspeakably  weakened  and  perverted  by  the 
degradation  into  which  actual  sins  sink  the  soul — never  utterly 
lost  as  an  original  element  of  our  being,  and  completely  restored 
as  a  living  power,  in  the  life  and  doctrine  of  Christ,  and  made 
effectual  in  us  by  the  work  of  the  divine  Spirit. 

4.  The  same  word*  which  is  used  to  express  the  love  of  God 
for  us,  and  our  love  for  him,  is  used  to  express  both  the  state  of 
our  soul  and  our  outward  act,  both  in  our  endeavours  to  glorify 
God,  and  in  our  endeavours  to  do  good,  both  to  the  souls  and 
the  bodies  of  our  fellow-men.  Our  English  words  hve  and  char- 
ity,  are  both  used  to  translate  the  one  Greek  word.  It  is  this 
wide  meaning  of  the  Greek  term,  and  the  very  near  resemblance 
between  the  meaning  of  the  two  English  words  in  their  evangeli- 
cal use  ;  which  throws  some  occasional  obscurity  over  them,  with 
regard  to  matters  so  distinct  as  G^'s  feeling  toward  us,  our  feel- 
ings toward  him,  and  our  feelings  toward  our  fellow-creatures. 
Love  to  us,  by  Gk)d,  is  the  very  foundation  of  his  eternal  purpose  ^ 

*  Loke^  iL  8-14.  *  kyirn. 
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to  save  us,  for  the  glory  of  his  own  great  name :  and  that  same 
love  to  us,  is  the  moving  principle  throughout  the  whole  process 
of  our  salvation  :  and  its  fruition  by  us  is  the  measure  in  which 
grace  is  accomplished  in  us,  and  gloiy  is  bestowed  upon  us.  Our 
love  to  God — taking  our  whole  being  together — is  the  one  deci- 
sive mark — ^the  one  unmistakable  distinction  between  bis  servants 
and  his  enemies.  It  is  this  deep,  practical  fact — them  who  love 
God — ^upon  which  the  whole  theory  and  practice  of  salvation  is 
divinely  explained  to  men.  For  it  is  for  them  that  all  things 
work  together  for  good — ^it  is  they  who  are  eternally  known  of 
Gk)d — they  who  were  eternally  predestinated  to  be  conformed  to 
the  image  of  the  Son  of  Gtod — they  who  are  in  time  called  cf  (Sod 
and  justified — they  who  are  glorified  for  evermore  :  and  they  ara 
they  whom  nothing  shall  ever  be  able  to  separate  from  the  love 
of  God,  which  is  in  Christ  Jesas  our  Lord.'  In  like  manner,  the 
love  of  man,  naturally,  for  his  fellow-men  ;  parent,  child,  hus- 
band, wife,  friend,  brother,  kinsman,  neighbour,  countryman, 
fellow-creature  ;  this  is  the  very  testimony  of  our  nature  to  our 
unity  as  a  race — and  to  oar  common  Father,  Benefactor,  Creator. 
And  Christian  love  in  the  renewed  soul,  is  precisely  that  wherein 
they  who  are  united  to  Jesus  Christ  by  Faith,  and  so  have  com- 
munion with  him ;  have  also  communion  with  all  others  thus 
united  to  him.  Our  English  word  charity  expresses  a  peculiar 
type  of  Christian  grace  ;  that,  namely,  in  the  exercise  of  which 
our  love  for  God  and  man,  prompts  us  to  promote  the  gloiy  of 
God,  by  promoting  the  good,  both  temporal  and  spiritual,  of  our 
fellow-creatures. 

5.  It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  our  divine  Master,  in 
his  office  of  Teacher  of  men,  and  his  inspired  Apostles  following 
him,  should  have  explained  and  enforced  this  greatest  of  all 
graces,  with  so  much  fulness.  In  his  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  which 
embraced  every  thing,  every  leading  aspect  of  this  grace  is  pre- 
sented.* The  same  great  Apostle  who  has  written  a  treatise  on 
Faith,  already  considered,  has  also  written  one  on  Charity.'  Hav- 
ing taught  us  immediately  before  it,^  the  excellence  of  all  the 
special  gifts  of  the  Spirit,  and  yet  that  all  the  graces  of  the  Spirit 
are  more  excellent  even  than  miraculous  gifts  :  and  teaching  os 
immediately  after  it,  that  the  grace  whereby  we  may  be  of  benefit 

*  Rom.,  viiu  28-39.  »  Matt,  v.  21-^6,  2T-32,  88-«,  43-48;  tL  1-1 

*  1  Cor.,  xiL  passim.  *  1  Cor.,  xiil 
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to  Others  ia  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  is  that  which  charity 
leads  us  to  desire  most  of  all  :*  between  these  two  conceptions  he 
enforces,  in  detail,  the  nature  and  the  preeminence  of  this  crown- 
ing grace.  The  conclusion  he  reaches  is  thus  stated  :  And  now 
abideth  &ith,  hope,  charity,  these  three :  but  the  greatest  of 
these  is  charity.'  Greater  than  fiiith,  by  which  the  just  live,  and 
without  which  it  is  impossible  to  please  God  :  greater  than  hope 
— ^by  which  we  are  saved  :  greatest  of  all  is  charity — charity  that 
never  f^ileth !  The  life  of  God  in  the  soul  of  man,  nourished  by 
that  faith  which  is  the  evidence  of  things  not  seen — the  substance 
of  things  hoped  for — ^rejoicing  in  the  hope  of  the  glory  of  God — 
18  habitually  manifested  in,  this  life,  by  that  love  of  God  which 
prompts  us  to  seek  his  glory  and  the  good  of  our  fellow-men. 
Still  more  exclusively  in  the  life  to  come,  is  this  abounding  love 
the  very  substance  of  our  eternal  life.  For  the  time  will  como 
when  all  that  is  now  realized  to  us  only  through  faith,  will  be 
immediately  realized  in  the  presence  of  God  ;  and  when  every 
pure  and  earnest  hope  will  be  fulfilled  in  the  endless  fruition  of 
(3od.  But  to  all  eternit}' — our  love  for  God  and  for  each  other — 
and  our  rejoicing,  through  this  love,  in  the  glory  of  God  and  the 
Uessedness  of  each  other — can  know  no  change,  unless  to  be  eteiv 
nally  increased. 

6.  It  is  this  exalted  and  imperishable  Christian  love,  which 
in  a  peculiar  form  of  it  receives  the  name  of  charity — that  re- 
ceives in  a  lower  form  of  it  the  name  of  Almsgiving.  Between 
these  two  forms  of  it,  or  blending  with  one  or  other  of  these, 
there  is  nothing  in  the  way  of  personal  effort,  or  sacrifice,  for  the 
glory  of  Grod  or  the  good  of  our  fellow-beings,  that  could  be  called 
a  Gtood  Work,  that  does  not  find  its  place.  The  exposition  and  en- 
forcement of  this  immense  and  blessed  department  of  the  Christian 
Offices,  belong  especially  to  the  ministry  of  the  word  :  to  teach  all 
nations  to  observe  whatever  Jesus  has  commanded — ^being  the  very 
duty  he  has  laid  upon  them.'  The  practice  of  these  Christian  Of- 
fices, in  all  simplicity,  all  strictness,  all  fulness,  is,  so  far  as  this 
life  is  concerned,  the  very  thing  for  which  we  are  fitted  by  that 
workmanship  of  God,  wherein  we  are  created  in  Christ  Jesus  unto 
Grood  Works,  which  God  hath  before  ordained  that  we  should 
walk  in  them.*  And  the  blessed  hope  which  we  cherish  of  the 
glorious  appearing  of  the  great  God  and  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ, 
*lCor.,ziv.  •  1  Cor., xiiL  13.  »  Matt,  xxviil  20.  «Kph,fi.lO. 
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can  never  be  separated  from  the  convictioD  that  he  gave  himself 
for  US,  that  he  might  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity,  and  purify 
unto  himself  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  Good  Works.'  It  will 
not  do  for  us  to  say — Thou  hast  faith,  and  I  have  works  ;  the 
Gospel  of  God  admits  of  no  such  dislocation ;  for,  on  the  one 
hand,  faith  without  works  is  dead  ;  and  on  the  other,  by  the 
deeds  of  the  law  shall  no  flesh  be  justified.*  That  which  espe* 
cially  wearies  God  with  the  wickedness  of  those  who  profess  to 
obey  him,  is  that  they  should  call  such  as  do  evil,  good  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord — and  say  that  he  delighteth  in  them.*  That 
which  peculiarly  provokes  him  with  all  false  teachers,  he  ex- 
presses by  saying,  Because  ye  have  made  the  heart  of  the  right- 
eous sad,  whom  I  have  not  made  sad,  and  strengthened  the  hands 
oF  the  wicked,  that  he  should  not  return  from  his  wicked  way,  by 
promising  him  life.<  Many,  said  the  blessed  Saviour,  will  say 
unto  me  in  that  day.  Lord,  Lord,  have  we  not  prophesied  in  thy 
name,  and  in  thy  name  have  cast  out  devils,  and  in  thy  name 
have  done  many  wonderful  works  ?  And  then  will  I  profess 
unto  them — I  never  knew  you :  depart  from  me,  ye  that  work 
iniquity.* 

7.  I  have  already  said  that  every  leading  aspect  of  this  great 
jj:race  was  presented  in  the  wonderful  Sermon  on  the  Mount. 
Blessed  are  the  merciful,  said  Christ ;  for  they  shall  obtain 
mercy :  and  teaching  us  how  to  perform  the  duty,  every  where 
commanded  in  the  Scriptures,  he  bids  us  perform  our  alms  in 
secret ;  and  our  Father  which  seeth  in  secret  shall  reward  us 
openly.*  The  very  word  we  translate  Alms,  means  mercy  :^  and 
the  act  intended — that  act  of  Christian  love  wherein  they  who 
have  this  world's  goods  bestow  thereof  on  those  who  are  in  want 
— is  constantly  recognized  as  a  Good  Work.  It  is  both  a  duty 
and  a  grace.  God  loveth  a  cheerful  giver  :  and  his  children  with 
a  free  purpose  of  heart — not  grudgingly,  or  of  necessity,  but 
abounding  in  every  Good  Work,  perform  this  act  of  their  New 
Obedience  through  the  grace  of  God.^  Considered  as  a  duty, 
none  is  more  strictly  commanded.  From  of  old  God  has  said. 
The  poor  shall  never  cease  out  of  the  land  :  therefore  I  command 
thee,  saying,  thou  shalt  open  thy  hand  wide  to  thy  brother,  to 

»  Titus,  ii.  13,  U.  »  Rom.,  iii.  20;  Jamos,  iL  17,  18.  »  MaL,  ii.  17. 

<  Ezek.,  xiii.  22.  *  Matt.,  viL  22,  23.  •  Matt,  v.  7 ;  vl  1-1 
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ihj  poor,  and  to  thy  needy,  in  thy  land/  To  do  good  and  to 
communicate  are  sacrifices,  under  the  Gbspel  Dbpensation,  and 
iriih  such  G-od  is  well  pleased.'  At  oar  highest  estate  we  are  bat 
stewards  of  the  manifold  grace  of  God  ;  and  as  good  stewards  we 
coght  to  minister  one  to  another,  according  as  every  man  has 
leceived  from  God  Above  all  things,  therefore,  we  are  exhorted 
to  have  fervent  charity  among  ourselves  :  for  charity  shall  cover 
a  multitude  of  sins.  And  in  stewards  the  first  thing  required  is, 
that  a  man  be  found  faithful.'  Nay,  of  him  who  dispenseth  to 
the  poor,  it  is  written,  that  his  righteousness  endureth  for  ever, 
and  that  his  horn  shall  be  exalted  with  honour.  <  And  so  strongly 
does  Christ  enforce  almsgiving  as  a  Christian  duty,  that  in  his 
caution  to  us  to  take  heed  that  we  do  not  our  alms^  before  men 
to  be  seen  of  them,  and  thereby  lose  our  reward  with  our  Father 
which  is  in  Heaven  ;'  the  word  he  uses  means  righteousness :  and 
then  follows  his  special  direction  touching  alms,t  as  one  depart- 
ment of  the  righteousness  required  of  us.  The  Mosaic  institu- 
tions provided  for  nothing  more  carefully,  than  to  alleviate  all  the 
ilb  of  poverty :  and  in  the  Gospel  Church,  a  class  of  perpetual 
office  bearers  was  ordained  of  God — whose  functions  relate  di- 
rectly to  the  temporal  sorrows,  afflictions,  and  necessities  of 
men.*  The  great  declaration  of  the  Lord,  descriptive  of  his 
kingdom — The  poor  have  the  Gospel  preached  to  them — ^is  not 
more  precise  than  his  great  command  to  all  his  followers,  Give  to 
him  that  asketh  thee,  and  from  him  that  would  borrow  of  thee 
turn  not  thou  away.* 

II. — 1.  Considering  the  mixed  and  confused  state  of  things 
which  this  life  exhibits  to  us,  we  are  able  to  reduce  its  feaifiil 
chaos  of  events,  and  actions,  and  motives,  and  vicissitudes,  to 
any  comprehensible  order ;  only  when  the  light  of  the  past  history 
of  our  race,  and  the  light  from  a  future  world,  are  thrown  upon 
a  scene  of  things  otherwise  so  full  of  contradictions  and  enig- 
mas. If  we  accept  the  evil  as  the  result  upon  a  glorious  exist- 
ence, of  the  shock  which  it  incurred  in  the  loss  of  the  image  and 
favour  of  God  by  the  Fall ;  and  the  good,  as  the  result  of  that 
divine  grace  which  has  brought  to  light  salvation  through  a  Be- 

"  Beat,  XX.  11.      •  Heb.,  xiil  16.  »  1  Pet,  iv.  8-10 ;  1  Cor.,  iv.  2. 

*  PBl  cxiL  9.  *  Aixooovfi^— eoquitas — justitia — pietas. 

•  Matt,  tI  1.         f  EXtnfioavvtf — miaerioordia.     *  Deut,  nv.  passim ;  ActB,  yi.  1-T.. 
Tll^T.42;  zLS. 
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(leemer  :  then  the  key  of  the  frightful  paradox  10  placed  in  oar 
haDds,  and  a  principle  of  order  passes  with  irresistible  force 
through  the  whole  life  of  the  world,  and  through  the  boundless 
and  confused  mass  of  human  actions.  What  we  behold  is  a 
preparation  for  a  future  state  of  existence — a  probation,  cease- 
less and  manifold — with  reference  to  an  endless  state  of  being, 
widely  different  from  this.  Who  are  on  the  Lord's  side  ?  And 
who  are  on  the  side  of  Satan  ?  Of  the  former,  what  mansion 
will  they  inhabit  in  that  world  of  light — what  crown  will  they 
wear  there  ?  Of  the  latter,  how  near  will  they  approach  the 
gate  of  Heaven  before  they  turn  downward  to  the  pit  ?  How 
much  wrath  will  they  heap  up  for  themselves  against  the  day  of 
wrath  ?  Concerning  all,  how  long  and  how  far  will  the  grace  of 
God  endure  towards  each  one  of  them  ?  To  what  height  of 
perfection  will  he  carry  some  before  he  takes  them  to  himself  ? 
After  what  fatal  grieving  of  his  Spirit,  will  he  leave  others  to 
make  their  bed  in  hell  ?  A  manifold  probation — ^a  perpetual 
preparation — not  only  of  the  whole  race,  but  of  each  individual 
of  it :  from  the  distant  past  and  from  the  distant  future,  a  light 
divinely  shed  upon  the  mighty  struggle  which  makes  its  nature 
clear :  the  result,  as  to  our  personal  knowledge  of  it,  adjourned 
to  the  judgment  of  the  great  day.  This  is  what  we  behold  :  of 
this  we  are,  each  one,  a  part.  Into  this  chaos  thus  expounded  to 
us  of  God,  his  infinite  grace,  which  has  done  so  much  besides, 
casts  this  divine  element  of  Good  Works,  such  as  I  have  tried  to 
describe  it.  The  nature,  the  use,  the  efficacy,  the  result  of  such 
a  remedy,  in  such  a  world  :  all  this  is  peculiar  to  Messiah.  It  is 
his  conception,  his  work :  his  glory  is  staked  upon  the  result : 
and  having  sealed  his  purpose,  and  his  conviction  with  his  blood, 
he  will  not  shrink  from  the  perfect  execution  of  his  plan. 

2.  Do  men  desire  to  be  happy  ?  Do  they  desire  to  be  holy  ? 
Weary  and  heavy  laden  with  the  burden  of  sin,  do  they  sigh 
for  rest,  and  yearn  for  deliverance  from  the  bondage  under  which 
they  groan  ?  There  is  one  way — and  there  never  was  any  other 
— whereby  we  may  get  peace  unto  our  souls.  God  has  said  there 
is  no  peace  to  the  wicked.  Do  justice,  love  mercy,  walk  humbly 
before  God.  Fear  God,  and  keep  his  commandments.  This  is 
the  wljole  duty  of  man  :  and  therein  is  his  whole  blessedness.  It 
is  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  that  cleanseth  from  all  sin  :  it  is  his 
S^drit  that  leadeth  into  all  truth  :  it  is  his  precepts,  in  the  keep- 
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log  of  which  there  is  great  reward,  even  a  hundredfold  in  this 
life  of  all  we  have  forsakea  to  follow  himj  and  in  the  world  to 
come  eternal  life.  The  evil  proijeosities  of  our  natures  languish 
and  die,  as  we  walk  by  the  side  of  the  Son  of  Man  :  and  all  pure 
desires,  and  all  right  emotions,  and  all  good  thoughts,  spring  up 
in  the  soul  in  which  laa  image  dwt^lht.  If  we  will  obey  his  com- 
mandments^ we  shall  know  hia  doctrine,  whether  it  be  of  God. 
If  men  did  bnt  understand  that  it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than 
to  receive  :  that  to  confer  happiness  is  itself  the  noblest  form  of 
happiness  :  that  to  be  good^  we  must  do  good  !  It  is  Jesus  who 
has  conceived  the  sublime  idea,  that  instruction  and  persuafiioUj 
in  opposition  to  violence  and  force,  are  the  real  foundations  of 
universal  dominion.  It  is  he  alone  who  has  taught  ua,  that  good- 
nessj  and  love,  and  mercy,  cherished  in  our  hearts,  and  mani- 
feflted  towards  our  ginning  and  perisliing  fellow-creatures,  are 
the  true  sources  of  what  tl4icity  is  attainable  on  earth.  Vengeance 
is  mine,  saith  God  ;  I  will  repay.  For  us,  not  vengeance,  but 
Good  Works,  is  what  he  requires  us  to  pursuCj  if  we  would  glo- 
riiy  him,  or  have  peace  in  our  own  souL 

S*  Would  men  be  useful,  as  well  as  happy  ?  Indeed,  can  we 
conceive  of  happiness  on  any  other  condition  ?  Then  let  us 
rather  say,  are  men  willing  to  be  happy  on  condition  of  being 
useful  to  their  fellow-creatures,  and  therein  accepted  of  God,  the 
fountain  of  all  blessedness  ?  Then  let  them  look  abroad  upon  a 
world  lying  in  sin — upon  a  countless  race  of  one  blood  with  them- 
eelves,  sunk  in  misery  :  and  then  let  them  consider  what  the  Sa- 
viour of  this  ruined  world  and  this  suffering  race  means  by  Ga»d 
Works,  and  by  aU  his  loviug  appeals  to  us  to  practise  them.  He 
means  edification  to  every  living  soul ;  he  means  comfort  alike  to 
the  soul  and  body  of  every  one  whose  nature  the  Son  of  Man  has 
taken,  every  one  whose  nature  Tve  ourselves  share.  Our  own 
household  first :  then  our  kindred,  friends,  neighbours  :  then  our 
oauntr}'men  :  then  all  the  world.  Above  the  rest,  but  not  to  the 
exclusion  of  them,  the  household  of  foith.  To  save  them  from 
hell,  to  lead  them  in  the  way  of  eternal  life,  to  alleviate  the  evils 
of  their  present  estate,  and  to  promote  their  edification  and  com- 
fort with  reference  to  this  life  as  well  im  to  the  next :  such  is  the 
conceplioQ  our  Lord  has  of  what  our  duty  both  to  him  and  to 
each  other  requires  ;  of  what  our  own  hearts  will  prompt  us  to  do, 
in  proportion  as  his  Spirit  dwelk  in  us.     The  whole  is  the  fruit 
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of  our  New  Obedience  :  the  whole  is  expressed  when  we  say, 
Good  Works.  There  is  a  wisdom  which  descendeth  not  from 
above :  bat  the  wisdom  that  is  from  above  is  first  pure,  then 
peaceable,  gentle,  easy  to  be  entreated,  full  of  mercy  and  good 
fruits,  without  partiality,  and  without  hypocrisy.* 

4.  That  which  so  intimately  concerns  our  happiness,  our  holi- 
ness, and  our  usefulness  in  this  life — which  so  conclusively  deter- 
mines the  reality  and  the  extent  of  our  consecration  to  Christ ; 
will,  in  the  life  to  come,  and  in  the  eternal  judgment  which 
stands  between  this  life  and  that,  reappear  in  all  its  overpower- 
ing force.  In  this  mixed,  probationary,  preparatory  state  of 
things,  the  righteous  and  the  wicked  dwell  and  struggle  to- 
gether :  and  God's  sun  shines  upon  the  good  and  the  evil,  and 
he  sendeth  his  rain  upon  the  just  and  the  unjust,  and  he  openeth 
his  hand  and  satisfieth  the  desire  of  every  living  thing.  Never- 
theless, it  is  appointed  unto  men  once  to  die,  and  afterwards  to 
be  judged :  and  that  God  hath  appointed  a  day  in  the  which  he 
wiU  judge  the  world  in  righteousness  by  that  man  whom  he  hath 
ordained,  he  hath  given  assurance  unto  all  men,  in  that  he  hath 
raised  him  from  the  dead.*  Behold,  I  come  quickly,  is  the  solenm 
warning  ;  and  my  reward  is  with  me,  to  give  to  every  man  accord- 
ing as  his  work  shall  be.'  And  I  saw  the  dead,  says  the  Apostle 
John,  small  and  great,  stand  before  God  :  and  the  books  were 
opened  :  and  another  book  was  opened  which  is  the  book  of  life  : 
and  the  dead  were  judged  out  of  those  things  which  were  written 
in  the  books,  according  to  their  works.*  Then  has  fully  come  the 
time  for  the  unjust  to  be  shown  to  be  unjust,  and  the  filthy  to 
be  filthy  ;  And  for  the  righteous  to  be  shown  to  be  righteous,  and 
the  holy  to  be  holy  :  and  for  each  one  to  receive  a  just  recom- 
pense of  reward.'  The  wheat  and  the  tares  shall  no  longer  grow 
together :  the  end  of  the  world  will  have  come,  and  the  Son  of 
Man  shall  send  forth  his  angels  to  reap  the  harvest  of  this  world, 
and  the  good  seed  are  the  children  of  the  Kingdom  :  the  tares 
are  the  children  of  the  wicked  one,  and  the  enemy  who  sowed 
them  the  Devil :  they  shall  be  cast  into  a  furnace  of  fire,  and 
there  shall  be  wailing  and  gnashing  of  teeth  :  then  shall  the 
righteous  shine  forth  as  the  sun  in  the  kingdom  of  their  Father.* 

>  Jamc8,  iil  16-17.  •  Acts,  xvu.  31. 

•  Rev.,  xxii  12.  <  Rev.,  ix.  12. 

•  Rev.,  xxil  10,  11.  •  Matt,  xiil  36-43. 


OHAP.XVL]  good    W0BK8.  817 

Thk  is  the  exposition  made  by  Christ  of  one  of  the  most  remark- 
able of  his  parables. 

5.  The  Scriptures  do  not  teach  that  the  question  whether  we 
are  brethren  of  Christ  or  children  of  the  Devil,  will  be  decided 
by  the  nature  of  our  works  in  the  day  of  judgment ;  in  any  other 
sense  than  as  making  judicially  manifest  that  which  had  been 
accepted  of  G-od  on  widely  different  grounds,  and  acted  on  by 
him,  as  already  determined,  in  every  preceding  part  of  our  exist- 
ence. Nor,  indeed,  is  the  general  judgment  itself  in  order  to  de-' 
termine  who  are  the  followers  of  Christ,  and  who  are  the  children 
of  the  Devil :  for  that  is  already  determined  before  the  judgment 
is  set,  in  the  very  nature  of  the  resurrection  which  precedes  it,  as 
well  as  in  every  act  of  God  towards  man  since  the  Fall.  But  in 
the  great  day,  and  in  the  general  judgment  of  all  men,  according 
to  their  works ;  the  special  relation  of  our  works  to  our  eternal 
destiny,  is  the  settlement  of  the  exact  reward  to  each  child  of 
God,  and  his  exact  position  in  the  glorified  kingdom,  and  the 
settlement  of  the  precise  condemnation,  and  the  grounds  thereof, 
of  each  child  of  the  Devil :  and  on  both  sides,  and  in  every  indi- 
vidual case,  the  illustration  to  the  universe  of  the  infinite  per- 
fections and  glory  of  God.  Therefore,  say  the  Scriptures,  other 
foundation  can  no  man  lay  than  is  laid,  which  is  Jesus  Christ.' 
Christ — not  our  own  works — is  the  sole  cause  of  our  salvation. 
But  touching  our  works  and  our  reward,  the  Apostle  inmiedi- 
ately  adds.  Now  if  any  man  build  on  this  foundation  gold,  silver, 
precious  stones,  wood,  hay,  stubble  :  every  man's  work  shall  be 
made  manifest :  for  the  day  shall  declare  it,  because  it  shall  be 
revealed  by  fire  ;  and  the  fire  shall  try  every  man's  work  of  what 
sort  it  is.  If  any  man's  work  abide  which  he  hath  built  there- 
upon, he  shall  receive  a  reward.  If  any  man's  work  shall  be 
burned,  he  shall  suffer  loss  :  but  be  himself  shall  be  saved,  yet 
so  as  by  fire.*  Christ  has  taught  us  in  one  of  his  parables,  the 
utter  exclusion  of  all  who  rest  on  any  other  foundation  :  and  in 
another  he  has  explained  to  us  how  perfectly  oiu:  own  mistakes 
concerning  ourselves  will  be  rectified  when  he  passes  judgment 
on  our  Good  Works.  To  one  the  King  said.  Friend,  how  camest 
thou  in  hither  not  having  a  wedding  garment  ?  Bind  him  hand 
and  foot  and  take  him  away,  and  cast  him  into  outer  darkness : 
there  shall  be  weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth.*   To  another,  when 

>  1  Opr.,  iiL  IL  M  Cor.,  iu.  12-15.  >  Hatt,  xzil  11-13. 
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a  man  more  honoarable  than  he  had  come,  he  saidi  Qive  this 
man  place.  And  to  a  third  he  said,  Friend,  go  np  higher.*  The 
Savionr's  conclusion  of  both  of  these  parables  is  remarkable.  To 
the  former,  he  adds,  For  many  are  called,  but  few  chosen  :  and 
to  the  latter.  For  whosoever  exalteth  himself  shall  be  abused  ; 
and  he  that  humbleth  himself  shall  be  exalted.'  It  is,  therefore, 
the  doctrine  of  Christ,  that  the  reward  of  the  righteous  and  the 
punishment  of  the  wicked,  will  be  according  to  their  works.  He 
that  gained  ten  talents,  will  be  rewarded  above  him  that  gained 
five ;  while  ho  that  gained  nothing,  but  hid  his  Lord's  money  in 
the  earth,  will  see  the  one  talent  committed  to  him,  taken  from 
him  and  given  to  him  who  had  ten,  while  the  slothful  and  dis- 
obedient servant  will  be  cast  into  outer  darkness.  For,  adds 
Christ,  Unto  every  one  that  hath  shall  be  given,  and  he  shall 
have  abundance :  but  from  him  that  hath  not,  shall  be  taken 
away  even  that  which  he  hath.' 

6.  The  moment  we  couple  the  idea  of  reward  with  the  idea  of 
Qood  Works,  which  the  Scriptures  do  continually  ;  we  pass  at 
once  out  of  the  domain  of  law,  into  that  of  grace.  Law  knows 
nothing  about  reward  to  those  who  keep  it.  It  gives  protection, 
it  offers  redress,  it  approves,  it  punishes.  He  who  has  gained 
ten  talents  is  protected  in  their  possession  and  enjoyment,  or  is 
made  to  account  to  him  whose  steward  he  was.  But  the  law 
says  nothing  about  making  him  ruler  over  ten  cities.  That  is 
favour — reward — grace.  That  is  the  act — not  of  the  law — but 
of  the  Lawgiver  :  nor  is  it  his  act  as  lawgiver,  but  as  sovereign 
and  bountiful  ruler — patron — friend.  But  this  case,  obvious  and 
naked  as  it  is,  is  far  stronger  than  any  we  can  ever  present :  since 
the  conduct  of  him  who  gained  the  ten  talents  was  blameless, 
as  under  the  law — whereas  nil  our  Good  Works  are  of  themselves 
imperfect,  and  become  doubly  imperfect  as  soon  as  their  charac- 
ter is  determined  by  our  nature  as  sinners.  When  we  say,  there- 
fore, that  our  Good  Works  will  be  the  measure  of  the  reward 
graciously  bestowed  on  us  by  God — we  must  go  farther  even 
than  we  have  already  gone,  when  it  was  shown  that  they  must  be 
built  upon  Christ  as  the  only  foundation  that  is,  or  can  be  laid. 
Our  persons  and  our  works  must  not  only  be  accepted  in  him — 
and  our  ability  to  perform  such  as  will  be  accepted,  derived  from 
him  ;  but  our  particular  imperfection  in  every  work  we  attempt, 

»  Luko,  xiv.  8-10.  *  Matt,  xxi.  14;  Luke,  xiv.  11.  »  Matt,  xxv.  29. 
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and  the  particular  imperftction  of  every  work  of  itadf,  when  we 
and  it  are  judged  hy  an  infinitely  holy  Qtodj  according  to  an  in- 
finitely holy  law  ;  make  it  impossible  for  us  or  our  works  to  be 
approved,  much  loss  rewarded,  except  as  Christ  covers  them  and 
us  with  his  infinite  righteousness.  As  under  grace,  our  Good 
Works  are  the  measure  of  our  reward  :  and  so  they  find  a  place 
under  the  Covenant  of  Redemption — and  so  our  imperfect  obe^ 
dience  is  accepted  as  if  it  were  perfect,  on  account  of  the  perfect 
obedience  of  the  Saviour  with  whom  we  are  united,  and  who  pre- 
sents us  and  our  works  faultless  before  God.  And  in  this  sense 
it  is  written,  God  is  not  unrighteous  to  forget  your  work  and  la^ 
boor  of  love,  which  ye  have  showed  towards  his  name,  in  that  ye 
have  ministered  to  the  saints  and  do  minister/  And  so  the  sub- 
lime exhortation  of  him  that  hath  the  key  of  David  is,  Behold  I 
come  quickly,  hold  that  fast  which  thou  hast,  that  no  man  take 
thy  crown." 

7.  Seeing  the  relation  of  our  Good  Works  to  our  own  comfort 
and  usefulness  in  this  life,  and  to  our  eternal  state  in  the  life  to 
come  ;  we  see  therein  abundant  reason  for  the  prominence  given 
to  them  by  the  word  of  God.  But  there  are  other  aspects  of  the 
subject,  to  which  I  can  only  allude,  which  present  other  grounds, 
not  less  decisive,  concerning  the  nature  and  necessity  of  these 
fruits  of  our  New  Obedience.  I  will  suggest  but  two  :  namely, 
that  it  is  by  them  alone  we  can  adorn  the  doctrine  we  profess — 
and  it  is  through  them  alone  w^e  can  glorify  God  upon  earth,  with 
our  bodies  and  our  spirits  which  are  his.  The  end  of  our  faith 
is,  indeed,  the  salvation  of  our  own  soul :  and  the  good  of  others, 
whose  salvation  and  comfort  we  have  the  means  of  promoting,  is 
the  obvious  matter  to  which  our  efforts  should  be  directed.  But 
this  is  not  the  whole  of  our  vocation — the  sum  of  our  mission  as 
children  of  the  King  Eternal.  God  permits  us — desires  us — fits 
us,  to  love  him.  Our  love  is  the  return  he  asks  for  all  he  has 
done  for  us.  To  be  very  jealous  for  the  glory  of  his  great  name, 
well  becomes  those  whom  he  has  made  heirs  of  the  glory  of  the 
work  of  creation,  of  providence,  and  of  grace  ;  to  whom,  having 
given  all  else,  he  gives  himself,  to  be  enjoyed  by  them  for  ever. 
The  Saviour  Christ — ^has  given  himself  for  us.  Above  all  that 
he  does  for  us — there  is  himself— the  God-man :  the  perfection 
of  all  the  glory  of  the  Godhead — the  perfection  of  all  human  ex- 

•  Heb.,  VL  30.  "  Rev.,  Ul  11. 
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celloDce — united  in  one  being — and  presented  to  na  as  the  object 
of  mipreme  desire.  If  it  were  not  for  the  stupidity  which  sin  be- 
getSy  what  should  prevent  our  joyful,  rapturous  consecration  to  the 
Son  of  Man  ?  And  then,  if  any  doctrine  can  be  conceived  to  be 
capable  of  filling  the  souls  of  men  with  boundless  confidence  and 
admiration  :  if  any  system  can  be  supposed  to  fiuten  itself  with 
all  power  upon  the  understanding  and  heart  of  men  :  if  there  is 
any  thing  which  can  be  taught,  apprehended,  and  made  effica- 
cious. Si)  as  to  lead  captive  the  intellectual  and  moral  nature  we 
poesess  :  surely  all  these  transcendent  conditions  will  be  allowed 
by  every  renewed  soul,  to  unite  supremely  in  the  way  of  life  re- 
vealed to  men.  Now  this  glorious  God,  this  loving  Saviour,  this 
divine  doctrine,  arc  to  be  glorified,  illustrated,  adorned  by  us.  The 
one  way  of  doing  this  they  all  express  alike  ;  it  is  by  those  fruits 
of  a  New  Obedience  which  they  call  Good  Works.  Who  shall 
wonder  that  true,  loving,  and  heroic  spirits,  full  of  the  power  of 
divine  grace,  comprehend  this  voice  from  heaven  I  Who  shall 
wonder  that  they  who  are  sold  under  sin,  believe  them  to  be  mad  ! 
III. — 1.  I  have  shown  in  another  place,  that  the  will  of  the 
Creator,  and  not  his  own  will,  is  the  rule  by  which  every  crea- 
ture is  obliged  to  regulate  his  conduct :  and  that  the  will  of  the 
Saviour,  and  not  his  own  will,  is  the  rule  by  which  every  sinner 
is  obliged  to  regulate  his  conduct.  The  only  living  and  true  God, 
is  both  the  Creator  and  Saviour  of  the  sinful  creature  man':  and 
thercforo,  his  revealed  will  is  the  absolute  and  infallible  rule,  ac- 
cording to  which  all  that  he  can  accept  as  a  Good  Work,  must 
be  performed  by  us.  This  revealed  will  of  God  is  the  highest, 
and  the  only  perfect  expression  to  us,  of  that  eternal  and  inef- 
faceable distinction  in  things  which  we  intend  by  the  words  Good 
and  Evil  :  and  the  faculty  which  he  gave  us,  in  creation,  to  dis- 
cern and  to  be  influenced  by  what  was  good,  and  the  Moral  Law 
which  he  wrote  on  our  hearts,  afforded  us  the  means  of  discern- 
ing his  will  and  the  rule  of  obedience  to  it.  The  difliculty  which 
now  exists,  is  produced  by  the  shock  our  nature  received  in  the 
fall  of  man  :  whereby,  both  our  ability  to  discern  good,  and  the 
law  within  our  hearts  prompting  us  to  pursue  it,  are  so  deeply 
and  fatally  deranged  by  the  entrance  of  evil  into  the  essence  of 
our  being.  What  we  need,  therefore,  to  enable  us  unto  perfect 
Good  Works,  is  to  recover  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  will  of  God, 
and  a  perfect  ability  to  regulate  our  conduct  by  it.     Neither  of 
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these  is  possible  in  this  life :  so  that  perfect  Good  Works  are 
impossible  to  us.  But  through  Jesus  Christ  revealed  to  us,  and 
levealed  in  us,  the  knowledge  of  the  will  of  God,  and  our  ability 
to  discern  and  keep  it,  are  so  far  restored  to  us,  that  our  imper- 
fect endeavours  to  regulate  our  conduct  by  it,  are  accepted  of 
Qod,  as  Good  Works,  for  Christ's  sake.  All  idea  of  a  sinner 
gaining  salvation,  wholly  or  in  part  by  Good  Works,  is,  there- 
fore, utterly  absurd.  It  is  true  that  what  remaining  knowledge 
we  have  of  the  will  of  God,  by  nature — as  just  explained — is  so 
&JC  good :  and  what  we  can  gain  further  by  meditation,  and 
through  the  diligent  use  of  our  rational  and  moral  faculties, 
tamed  upon  ourselves,  is  also  good  :  and  what  we  can  gain  far- 
ther still,  by  the  careful  observation  of  the  conduct  of  God, 
whether  in  creation  or  providence,  is  also  good.  I  do  not  exclude 
any  source  of  the  knowledge  of  the  will  of  God  :  and  I  have  en- 
deavoured, in  the  previous  Treatise,  to  demonstrate  every  source 
of  this  knowledge.  It  is,  however,  the  word  of  God,  revealed  to 
us  in  the  sacred  Scriptures,  which  is  the  complete  expression  of 
his  will  to  us,  as  the  rule  of  all  Good  Works,  and  as  the  way  of 
life  unto  us.  And  passing  by  the  insurmountable  difficulties 
which  beset  every  other  rule  of  conduct,  by  which  we  hope  to 
please  God  ;  the  perfection  and  simplicity  of  the  one  afforded  in 
his  blessed  word,  leave  us  without  excuse  for  any  shortcoming. 
The  majesty  of  him  who  gave  it — the  blessedness  of  those  who 
keep  it — and  the  glory  and  felicity  to  which  it  conducts  us — 
make  the  sin,  the  foUy,  and  the  ruin  of  all  who  reject  it,  alike 
sure  and  just.  It  is  Jesus  Christ  who  has  abolished  death,  and 
hath  brought  life  and  immortality  to  light  through  the  GospeL^ 

2.  There  are  many  questions  of  the  highest  practical  impor- 
tance, and  of  the  most  pregnant  force  in  all  scientific  enquiry 
into  systematic  truth  touching  divine  things ;  which  connect 
themselves  in  a  decisive  manner  with  the  foregoing  statements. 
Some  of  them  may  be  mentioned  and  briefly  disclosed,  but  not 
discussed  here. 

(a)  At  the  head  of  these  we  may  place  Christian  Liberty,  and 
Liberty  of  Conscience.  The  Church  of  the  living  God  is  the 
Bride  of  the  Lamb,  and  her  freedom  from  the  bondage  of  Satan, 
of  sin,  of  the  law  itself,  much  more  of  the  commandments,  tra- 
ditions and  devices  of  men ;  has  been  purchased  by  the  blood  of 

>  a  Tim.,  i  la 
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hmr  dime  HnsbaDdaod  Lord.  Th«tfieedaiii|Uiifaiv«i7i 
ooDBiBtB  ia  her  ddiveranoe  from  all  lier  enemia^  that  dia : 
Qpnaeonte  lienelf  to  the  serviee  and  lorn  of  tor  LoiEd 
ftar,  in  holmees  and  nghteooniesB  thnraghont  all 
The  Qoi  she  aerree  and  loves,  is  the  only  Lord  of  .the  ( 
of  her  ohildren :  he  abne  oan  penetiate  its  depth^  he  akne^ 
oleaose  and  sanctify  it,  he  alone  can  give  it  peace :  and  eveiy  a*p> 
tempt,  even  when  made  in  his  own  blessed  name^  to  hind  it  or  te 
loose  it  otherwise  than  by  his  word  and  Bpint,  is  an  atrosiooa 
usurpation  of  his  prerogatives. 

•  (&)  Nearly  related  to  these  great  topics  k  all  that  hclosigs  to 
iriiat  is  called  Implicit  Faith,  and  to  the  jnst  daims  of  tender 
oonsciences.  Whatever  hath  for  it  the  explicit  authority  of  God» 
and  whatever  flows  by  necessary  consequence  from  that  wldoh 
hath  the  expUdt  anthorily  of  Gk)d;  aU  this  is  of  eqplioit  ftith»  ba- 
cause  it  is  clearly  the  Will  of  God.  But  nothing  dee  is  of  faith 
at  all :  and  to  imply  the  Will  of  Qoi,  without  wanant  tnm  hioiy 
u  in  effect  to  substitute  our  own  will,  or  the  will  of  those  to 
whom  we  render  a  blind  obedience,  for  the  WiUof  Qod:  by  either 
method  dishonouring  Qod,  and  putting  our  own  soul  in  pery« 
The  folly  of  doing  this  ourselves  is  no  greater  than  the  cruel 
impiety  of  forcing  upon  the  consciences  of  others,  what  nothing 
but  bigotry,  fanaticism,  or  superstition,  could  make  endurable  to 
our  own.  The  right  of  private  judgment  is  not  only  sacred  in  its 
own  nature ;  but  the  idea  of  Gk>od  Works  is  wholly  absurd,  unless 
they  be  performed  with  the  full  and  free  approval  of  the  soul 
To  disregard  the  scruples  of  our  own  conscience,  is  to  assail  the 
very  citadel  of  our  spiritual  life  :  while  to  contemn  that  of  others, 
is  to  violate  the  very  life  of  Christian  charity. 

(c)  The  power  of  the  civil  magistrate  in  things  sacred,  and 
the  authority  of  synods  and  councils  with  regard  to  foith  and 
morals,  are  the  last  of  these  great  associated  topics  which  seem 
to  demand  a  certain  recognition  here.  Of  human  affairs,  some 
are  wholly  spiritual,  some  are  wholly  temporal,  and  some  are 
mixed,  participating  of  botL  There  ought  to  be  no  question,  and 
in  all  societies  that  are  free  and  Christian  there  is  no  question, 
that  things  purely  temporal  appertain,  by  the  Will  of  Gk)d,  ex- 
clusively to  the  civil  power.  There  is  just  as  little,  that  things 
purely  spiritual  do  not  appertain  to  the  civil  power,  but  to  the 
kingdom  of  GKxl,  now  under  the  form  of  the  (Gospel  Church.  All 
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real  difficulties  coDcem  things  tliat  in  their  nature  are  mixed. 
Concerning  these,  the  most  obvious  general  solution  is,  that  the 
civil  and  the  spiritual  powers  being  both  ordained  by  God,  each 
in  its  own  sphere  and  for  its  own  ends,  it  follows,  that  of  things 
mixed,  that  part  which  is  temporal  appertains  to  the  civil  power, 
and  that  part  which  is  spiritual  appertains  to  the  kingdom  of 
Grod.  What  remains  subject  to  both  jurisdictions,  after  such 
principles  are  applied  to  them,  must  be  accepted  as  remaining  so 
hy  the  Will  of  God  :  and  in  what  cases  the  decision  of  one  juris- 
diction shall  draw  after  it  consequences  that  may  appertain  to 
the  other,  must  be  determined  by  the  prevailing  nature  of  each 
particular  case  ;  respect  being  had  to  the  liberty  of  the  Church 
on  one  side,  and  the  authority  of  the  State  on  the  other. 

(d)  The  authority  of  synods  and  councils,  like  the  authority 
of  the  State  concerning  things  spiritual,  has  been  a  most  fruit- 
fiil  source  of  evil  to  the  kingdom  of  God ;  and  yet  the  former 
topic,  like  the  latter,  is  singularly  clear  in  the  general  principles 
on  which  it  rests.  Supposing  a  government,  no  matter  of  what 
kind,  to  be  divinely  established  in  the  bosom  of  the  kingdom  of 
God  on  earth  ;  it  follows  that  the  authority  of  this  government 
is  precisely  as  extensive  as  God  has  declared,  neither  more  nor 
less.  But  God  has  made  no  declaration  on  the  subject,  except  in 
the  sacred  Scriptures.  The  question,  therefore,  is  one  of  pure 
revelation.  Meeting  it  in  this  incidentcJ  manner,  I  will  only 
state  its  great  foundations.  It  is  obvious  that  revelation  being 
admitted,  they  who  presume  to  add  any  thing  to  it,  or  take  any 
thing  from  it,  must  be  themselves  inspired,  and  must  prove  this 
in  the  first  instance.  It  follows,  that  all  uninspired  synods  and 
councils  are  absolutely  limited  to  the  exposition  of  what  is  already 
revealed  :  and  that  all  ecclesiastical  power  is  absolutely  limited 
to  the  explicatipn,  enforcement,  defence,  and  extension  of  revealed 
truth.  But  I  have  already  shown  that  it  is  only  of  things  purely 
spiritual,  and  of  things  mixed,  so  far  as  they  are  spiritual,  that 
spiritual  authority  can  be  predicated  at  all.  Whence  it  follows, 
in  the  first  place,  that  the  sanctions  of  spiritual  authority  must 
be  exclusively  spiritual :  and  in  the  second  place,  that  they  must 
have  outward  force  exclusively  upon  those  who  voluntarily  sub- 
mit themselves  to  them.  Their  validity  depends  absolutely  upon* 
their  ratification  by  Jesus  Christ,  the  only  Lawgiver,  Ruler,  and 
Judge  of  his  Church  :  and  that  ratification  will^  except  in  cases 
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of  miraciJoiis  interposition  by  him,  be  openly  declared  in  the 
day  of  judgment.  The  result,  therefore,  is  this :  synods  and 
councils,  lawfully  constituted  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  glorified  Redeemer,  may,  with  di^ne  authority,  and  at  the 
peril  of  their  souls,  expound,  declare,  and  teach  the  revealed  Will 
of  God  unto  salvation  :  every  human  being  lawfully  related  to 
them,  who  comes  to  the  knowledge  of  their  deliverances  and  acts, 
must  obey  them  if  they  are  true,  or  refuse  to  obey  them  if  they 
are  false,  on  the  peril  of  his  soul :  and  whether  they  be  true  or 
false,  must  be  determined  according  to  the  word  and  Spirit  of  €k>d, 
by  each  child  of  Gted  for  himself,  at  his  own  proper  peril  There 
is  a  government  in  the  kingdom  of  Qod :  but  the^kingdom  itself 
is  made  up  of  those,  all  of  whom  are  both  kings  and  priests ;  and 
the  government  over  them  is  under  Christ  their  Lord,  and  its  acts 
arc  valid  only  with  the  Word  and  through  the  Spirit  of  GKkL 

8.  After  what  has  been  said,  a  few  general  statem^oits  nuiy 
suffice.  Absolutely  considered,  the  cause  of  our  New  Obedience, 
and  of  all  Good  Works  flowing  from  it,  is  the  grace  of  GK)d  dwell- 
ing in  us,  by  reason  of  our  New  Creation  by  the  Holy  Ghost.' 
Considered  instnmientally,  it  is  through  Saving  Faith  and  Re- 
pentance unto  Life  that  all  Good  Works  are  wrought.  For  it  is 
through  Repentance  that  we  turn  from  all  evil  which  God  hates, 
unto  all  good  which  God  commends :  and  it  is  through  Faith, 
which  works  by  love  and  purifies  the  heart,  that  the  just  live  and 
overcome  the  world.  The  great  end  of  all  Good  Works  is  the 
glory  of  God.'  To  which  are  to  be  added,  as  the  very  manner 
of  glorifying  Qod  through  our  own  Good  Works,  two  ends  sub- 
ordinate only  to  the  great  end  ;  namely,  our  own  salvation,  and 
the  comfort  and  edification  of  all  around  us.^  The  intimate  na- 
ture, therefore,  of  the  New  Obedience  and  Good  Works  may  be 
summarily  stated,  thus : 

(a)  It  is  the  motive  with  which  all  these  acts  are  performed, 
which  is  the  first  element  in  determining  their  real  nature.  The 
same  outward  act  might,  according  to  the  motive  which  prompts 
it,  be  a  heinous  sin,  or  an  exalted  proof  of  holiness.  The  offering 
up  of  Isaac  is  a  just  illustration. 

(ft)  No  work  can,  therefore,  be  Good,  in  the  sense  here  in- 
tended, unless  it  be  in  accordance  with  the  known  will  of  God. 

»  GaL,  V.  19-26;  Heb.,  xiil  20,  21.  »  1  Oor.,  vL  19,  20;  x.  31. 

•  Matt,  T.  13-16;  PhiL.  il  12-16;  2  Pet,  L  10,  11. 
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For  Good  Works  are  the  exercise  of  our  New  Obedience — and 
where  there  is  no  will  of  Grod  there  can  be  no  motive  to  obey  it — 
and,  therefore,  no  New  Obedience.  This  puts  an  end  to  all  works 
of  supererogation — of  voluntary  humility — of  will-worship— -and 
of  obedience  to  the  commandments  of  men.  It  also  shows  why 
the  virtues  of  men,  naturally  considered,  being  wholly  discon- 
nected with  the  New  Obedience,  have  no  adequate  motive  in  us, 
and  no  adequate  relation  to  the  will  of  God. 

(c)  None  who  are  out  of  Christ  can  perform  Qood  Works,  in 
the  scriptural  sense.  Neither  the  persons,  nor  the  services  of 
sinfol  men,  can  ever  be  accepted  of  Qod  on  their  own  account, 
because  of  their  manifold  imperfections  :  and  for  these  imperfec- 
tions there  is  no  remedy  but  the  righteousness  of  Christ.  Out 
of  Christ,  there  can  be  no  love  of  God  in  the  heart  of  a  sinner — 
no  saving  light  in  his  understanding — no  holiness  of  conscience 
or  wilL  In  default  of  these  things  New  Obedience  and  its  fruits 
are  impossible. 

{d)  Crood  Works  must  be  directed  to  an  end  approved  of 
Gk>d ;  by  means  right  in  themselves,  and  suitable  to  the  end ; 
and  in  a  manner  proper  in  itself,  and  answerable  both  to  the  end 
and  the  means.  For  if  the  end  is  not  lawful,  it  is  sinful  even  to 
desire  it,  much  less  to  seek  it.  If  the  means  are  unrighteous,  it 
is  an  attempt  to  serve  Gk)d  with  the  wages  of  iniquity,  and  to 
make  him  a  partner  in  our  guilt.  And  if  the  manner  is  contrary 
to  the  end  and  the  means,  it  is  seeking  to  make  Qtod  the  author 
of  confusion  and  disorder,  and  tempting  his  miraculous  power  in 
support  of  our  folly. 

(e)  These  multiplied  limitations  unite  in  a  single  point :  the 
heart  must  be  right  in  the  sight  of  God.  Then  the  children  of 
God  need  have  no  slavish  fears  of  going  astray.  For  the  New 
Covenant  which  God  makes  with  their  souls,  and  under  which 
all  their  New  Obedience  is  rendered,  is  a  covenant  wherein  his 
laws  are  written  on  their  hearts,  and  put  into  their  minds  bj 
GkMl  himself;  and  wherein,  from  the  least  unto  the  greatest, 
they  all  know  the  Lord ;  and  in  the  light  and  power  of  that 
knowledge  strive  after  the  things  commanded  in  that  law.' 

>  Heb.,  Tiil  S-12;  Jer.,  xxxL  31-34 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

THI    8PIBITUAL    WABffABB. 

IiLUm  QOBfllQt  inrolvvd  In  oar  Hew  Obedtonot  and  Good  WotaL—i.  Bil 

and  HeoMrilj..-^  Ita  BzMeooe  oMeMoi^  InpIlM  tfao  ThA  «r  «•  I 

••^%atomBef>iledtaiii^mdfai«.— 4>  Oir  pgrpitori  Wtew  bw 

'—0.  Our  tnwint  Wbridi^  together  with  God.— «L  OoroontlHi 

;)jt>  (gvtfMT  wllfa  Jeaoi:  Outwfid  VeUowaUp— lawaid  Pirtkii|wittBn  thmoC— t. 

.Im  EffloM^  of  tfaia  Waiftre--'irith  tha  Gmm  and  Mn^ 

Bafaitka  batwaen  tfaa  diTliie^  aiipolntod  MaaM 

"^ '«M.>^.  ThaOHNteDfaigaarthaLoitl:  hia  Mfaai^f  IXao^pBaa x  «•  HUk«i  «r 

k'.  .M  »Ma^— IL  L  Our  Spizitoal  Enamiaa:  Nataia  af  tfa«b  hB%  to  «:  J*^ 

pfaoabla  HoattttirbafewaeQ  than  and  Ghibt—1  An  of  tfaaaft  naolfad  fato  liaaaif 

y  llMir  Union  with  aMhothar:  Yanqoirtied  by  Qirirt  ■  TanqiUihad  ttwi^  Oliiii 

by  m— S.  Our  Warika  irith  tiia  naah.-^  Cor  WMm  wilfa  tha  Vrtlfc 
'  1.  Our  Warfna  witti  Ilia  DofiL— 6.  l!haAnnoiiror]ig|tk— I.  ThaTloto^. 

L — ^1.  Thk  existence  of  each  human  being  is,  indeed,  idan* 
tical  and  uninterrupted  from  the  moment  of  its  personal  com- 
mencement;  onward  through  time  and  eternity.  But  what  yart 
changes  does  it  incur  at  death,  and  at  the  resurrection  I  Not 
inferior  in  its  importance  to  either  of  them — ^and  perfectly  de- 
oifliye  of  the  character  of  both  of  them— is  that  wonderftal 
spiritual  change  which  our  Saviour  calls  the  New  Birth — and 
which  he  plainly  tells  us  must  occur  before  we  can  realiie  or 
enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven/  Each  one  of  these  immense 
changes — ^regeneration — death — ^resurrection — ^while  it  leaves  our 
personal  existence  identical,  self-conscious,  and  continuous,  pro- 
duces on  us  results  the  most  profound,  and  is  followed  by  conse- 
quences to  us  which  are  absolutely  eternal.  The  results  and 
consequences  of  death  and  the  resurrection  can  be  realised,  in 
this  life,  only  through  faith,  even  by  the  regenerate ;  they  can 
be  known  in  their  absolute  nature,  only  after  we  shall  haye  died 
— after  we  shaU  have  risen.  Those  which  follow  the  New  Birth 
are  not  only  realized  by  us  in  the  same  way  as  the  others — 
namely,  through  faith ;  but  to  the  whole  extent  that  we  are 

>  John,  ill  3-6. 
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actaally  made  partakers  of  them  in  this  life,  their  absolute  nature 
IB  made  known  to  us,  just  as  the  others  will  be  when  we  shall 
have  personally  incurred  them.  For  it  is  in  this  life  only,  that 
men  are  bom  again,  and  it  is  between  our  New  Birth  and  our 
death  that  the  change  produced  on  us  by  that  New  Birth  alone, 
manifests  itself  simply  and  in  its  peculiar  manner.  I  have  en- 
deavoured, with  the  greatest  care,  to  explain  in  the  two  prece- 
ding Books,  the  nature — the  reality — the  cause — the  author — 
the  manner — the  instrument— the  results — the  consequences,  of 
this  great  change — ^under  the  continual  exhibition  of  the  work  in 
us :  and  in  the  preceding  chapters  of  this  Book,  I  have  endea- 
voured to  point  out  distinctly,  the  chief  offices,  both  towards  God 
and  towards  our  fellow-creatures,  which  are  relevant  to  it,  and 
which  are  imposed  by  it.  But  in  the  manifestation  of  all  these 
offices  of  Christianity  by  us — in  every  part  of  our  New  Obedience 
— ^in  all  our  Good  Works — in  all  our  endeavours  to  lead  lives  of 
Faith  and  Penitence — we  find  ourselves  constantly  exposed  to 
perils,  surrounded  by  temptations,  and  beset  by  difficulties.  We 
are  not.  so  to  speak,  left  free  to  follow  the  Lord,  whom  we  love  : 
we  are  hindered  in  the  course  in  which,  for  his  sake  and  at  his 
command,  we  have  resolved  to  walk  :  we  are  compelled  to  let  go 
our  hold  on  eternal  life,  or  to  take  up  arms  and  do  battle  for  our 
crown.  This  is  a  new  phase  in  our  Christian  life  :  one  we  had, 
perhaps,  never  anticipated  :  one,  as  we  soon  find,  universal,  un- 
avoidable, full  of  peril  on  one  side  and  blessedness  on  the  other. 
It  is  this  which  Christians  call  Tlie  Spiritual  Warfare,"^  and 
which  I  am  now  to  explain  as  briefiy  as  I  can. 

2.  The  one  great  condition  of  the  offer  of  salvation  is,  that  he 
to  whom  it  is  offered  should  be  a  sinner  of  the  human  race.  The 
one  great  motive  presented  to  that  sinner  is,  on  the  one  side  that 
he  may  escape  the  wrath  to  come — on  the  other  that  he  may  ob- 
tain eternal  life  ;  the  sum  of  all  being  salvation— which  is  the 
very  end  of  his  faith.  Having  won  Christ — that  is  being  found 
in  him  ;  then  the  perpetual  exhortation  of  the  Gospel  to  us  is, 
that  forgetting  the  things  which  are  behind,  and  reaching  forth 
onto  those  things  which  are  before,  we  should  press  toward  the 
mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus.' 
The  object  set  before  the  child  of  God  is  manifold.  He  is  to 
guard,  as  he  would  guard  the  life  of  his  soul,  that  which  God  has 

« 1  Tim^  L  18;  vl  12;  2  Tim.,  iv.  7;  1  Qot^  Ix.  26-27.  •  PhiL,  iU  3-14. 
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dMdy  given  to  bim— «ii  infeeieBt,  aameiy^iBilieMuidifOlBM; 
Be  18  to  strive,  abo,  with  all  his  mig^t,  toinonMfrttetNHlM 
nUeh  the  Lord  has  oommitted  to  him.  And  he  fa  to  MNWVli 
■Hmqd  and  oat  of  season  with  all  diKgenoe,  to  make  anie  Hie  < 
nil  poeseesion  of  this  boondless  riches  of  giaoe.  In 
pieoesB  of  this  great  woik  of  salvation  it  most  neoeasatfl^f  < 
^--nay,  it  is  the  very  manner  of  the  work  itsdf— that  the  uMJisea 
ef  the  kingdom  glorify  Ood,  and  bless  their  ftUow-eraataMi  «a 
Step  hj  step  they  advance  in  their  own  caieer.  In  I3n  vsttsit 
kid  in  like  degree— to  vanqnish  Batan — to  overoome  the  werii  ^ 
Ud  to  crooify  the  flesh — are  as  real  necessities  of  their  viekwldw 
yndfcmsSy  through  grace,  as  the  treasnres  of  wisdom  and  lofv  wUrik 
ikey  defend,  aoonmnlate,  and  secure,  are  proofr  of  the  boim^lf 
Ihe  Lord.  And  the  personal  result  is,  that  fighting  ike  gait 
4|^  of  ihith — ^warring  a  good  warftie*— -striving  fer  an  ialMt^ 
f^^liUe  crown,  they  are  more  than  oonqnerois,  tkRNig|i  him  AMI 
loved  them.*  '<* 

I.  It  is  indeed  a  warfitre :  yet  the  Hdy  Gheat  dedaiea  it1» 
he  good.  It  is  a  fight  we  cannot  escape :  yet  a  good  fight,  ««M 
that  of  fiuih.  And  how  much  does  its  necessity,  its  natore^  te 
existence,  involve  and  explain  ?  How  conld  an  estate  of  this 
kind  exist  for  us,  except  upon  the  precise  conditions  of  our  beings 
revealed  by  Qod?  Once  innocent,  then  fallen,  now  regenerate,  and 
struggling  upward  toward  our  original  perfection,  the  necessary 
phenomena  are  the  very  incidents  of  this  war&re.  How  oonid 
such  a  conflict  occur,  except  amidst  a  confused,  probationary 
state  of  things,  where  good  and  evil  are  inextricably  involved, 
each  striving  for  the  mastery  ?  What  would  it  signify,  if  the 
state  in  which  it  reigns  were  final :  if  it  did  not  lead  immediately 
to  another  state,  and  if  the  relation  of  this  state  to  that,  and  the 
relation  of  this  warfare  to  the  coming  retribution,  were  not  ab- 
solute and  decisive  ?  On  the  other  hand,  with  the  word  of  QoA 
revealing  to  us  endless  glory  and  perdition,  a  divine  Saviour,  and 
an  eternal  judgment ;  what  is  there  that  this  Spiritual  Warfiure 
may  not  signify,  may  not  involve  and  explain  ? 

4.  We  are  witnesses  for  Christ  through  all  ages,  and  onto 
the  uttermost  part  of  the  earth  :*  and  we  are  compassed  about 
with  that  great  cloud  of  witnesses  who  have  gone  before  us,  and 

'  1  Tim.,  L  18 ;  vl  12.  *  1  Ck)r.,  ix.  26 ;  Bom.,  ym.  8t. 
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who  testify  around  us.*  He  for  whom  we  testify,  for  the  joy  that 
was  set  before  him,  endared  the  cross,  despising  the  shame,  and 
is  set  down  at  the  right  hand  of  the  throne  of  Gk)d.  He  is  the 
finisher,  as  well  as  the  author  of  our  faith  :  he  who  endured  such 
ooDtradiction  of  sinners  against  himself.  Constant  in  our  testi- 
mony, as  well  as  in  taith  and  godliness,  we  have  only  to  consider 
him,  and  then  lay  aside  every  weight,  and  the  sin  which  doth  so 
easily  beset  us,  and  run  with  patience  the  race  that  is  set  before 
US.*  Christ  himself  condescends  to  be  called  the  faithful  witness.* 
And  the  more  prompt  the  children  of  the  wicked  one  are  to  cry 
out  against  every  faithful  witness  for  Christ,  Away  with  such  a 
fellow  from  the  earth,  for  it  is  not  fit  that  he  should  live  ;*  the 
more  solemn  and  emphatic  is  the  response  from  heaven,  The 
world  was  not  worthy  of  them !'  Whether  men  will  hear  or 
whether  they  will  forbear,  it  is  equally  the  duty  of  the  followers 
of  Christ  to  testify  unto  them  the  will  of  God.*  Adding  nothing 
to  the  testimony  of  God,  unless  they  would  have  added  to  them- 
selves every  curse  written  therein  ;  taking  nothing  from  that 
testimony,  unless  they  would  have  their  part  in  every  promise 
written  therein  taken  from  them  :^  they  who  name  the  name  of 
Jesus  are  set  forth  as  living  epistles,  known  and  read  of  all  men, 
wherein  Christ  has  manifestly  declared  his  Gospel,  written  with 
the  Spirit  of  the  living  God  in  the  tables  of  their  heart,  even  as 
Gfod  wrote  his  law  on  tables  of  stone."  The  way  of  the  wicked 
is  as  darkness,  and  they  know  not  at  what  they  stumble :  but  the 
path  of  the  just  is  as  the  shining  light,  that  shineth  more  and 
more  unto  the  perfect  day  V  This  whole  witness-bearing  is  a 
spiritual  martyrdom  for  Christ — a  perpetual  confession  of  him — 
the  daily  warfare  of  our  good  fight  of  faith. 

5.  In  like  manner,  as  it  is  the  will  of  God  concerning  us,  that 
having  had  our  eyes  opened,  and  having  recived  the  Holy  Ghost 
from  him,  we  should  be  his  witnesses  unto  all  men  of  all  that  we 
have  seen  and  heard  ;*•  so,  also,  every  one,  according  to  the  grace 
of  God  which  is  given  unto  him,  becomes  a  labourer  together 
with  God,  a  worker  together  with  him,  both  in  planting  and  in 
watering  every  part  of  God's  husbandry  amongst  men."    Or,  as 

»  Heb.,  xii  1.  •  Heb.,  xii.  1-3.  \  Rev.,  L  6. 

«  Acta,  XX.  22.  »  Heb.,  xL  38.  •'Bzek!,  iii  11-27. 

»  Rev.,  xxil  18,  19.  •  2  Cor.,  iiL  2,  3.  »  Plw.,  iv.  18,  19. 

"  Aota,  ix.  17;  xxil  13-16.  »  1  Cor.,  iil  9;  2  Ck)r.,  vL  1. 
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it  is  sometimes  expressed^  we  become  soldiers  of  Jesus  Christ, 
whose  fidelity  is  tested  by  the  manner  in  which  we  bear  hard- 
nesSy  and  do  valiantly  for  the  Captain  of  our  salvation,  who  was 
himself  made  perfect  through  sufierings/  One  of  the  most  heroic 
of  our  fellow-soldiers,  when  the  time  of  his  departure  was  at  hand, 
and  he  was  ready  to  be  offered,  at  the  close  of  a  life  that  has  no 
parallel,  calmly  and  trustfully  said,  I  have  fought  a  good  fight,  I 
have  finished  my  course,  I  have  kept  the  faith  :  henceforth  there 
is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteousness,  which  the  Lord,  the 
righteofis  Judge,  shall  give  me  at  that  day  :  and  not  to  me  only, 
but  unto  all  them  also  that  love  his  appearings.'  But  all  these 
services,  glorious  as  they  are,  and  infinite  as  is  the  reward  which 
attends  them,  are  of  that  nature  that  no  novice,  no  sluggard, 
none  who  are  self-indulgent  or  self-seeking,  can  perform  them  at 
all :  of  that  nature,  that  in  a  world  like  this,  the  most  enlight^ 
ened  and  the  most  devoted  cannot  discharge  them,  except  as  he- 
roes do  battle,  where  all  is  risked  upon  every  confiict.  And  we 
ourselves  are  of  that  nature,  that  the  severest  toils  of  all,  are 
those  which  fit  us  for  our  great  labour  of  love ;  the  most  perilous 
conflicts  of  all,  those  which  are  waged  within  our  own  souls.  See 
what  that  heroic  soldier  of  Jesus  Christ,  that  sublime  labourer 
together  with  God,  to  whom  I  have  alluded,  says  concerning  the 
matter  and  the  manner,  wherein  ho  approved  himself  a  servant 
of  God  in  this  Spiritual  Warfare  :  In  much  patience,  in  afflic- 
tions, in  necessities,  in  distresses,  in  stripes,  in  imprisonments,  in 
tumults,  in  labours,  in  watchings,  in  fastings  ;  by  pureness,  by 
knowledge,  by  long-suftering,  by  kindness,  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  by 
love  unfeigned,  by  the  word  of  truth,  by  the  power  of  God,  by 
the  armour  of  righteousness  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left, 
by  honour  and  dishonour,  by  evil  report  and  good  report ;  as 
deceivers,  and  yet  true  ;  as  unknown,  and  yet  well  known  ;  as 
dying,  and  behold,  we  live  ;  as  chastened,  and  not  killed  ;  as 
sorrowful,  yet  always  rejoicing ;  as  poor,  yet  making  many  rich  ; 
as  having  nothing,  and  yet  possessing  all  things.*  Here  are 
thirty-six  categories  of  our  Spiritual  Warfare  fought  through  by 
one  soldier  of  the  Cross,  under  the  single  and  all-engrossing  pro- 
position of  the  Lord,  If  any  man  will  come  after  me,  let  him 
deny  himself,  and  take  up  his  cross,  and  follow  me.*     And  he 

»  neb.,  iL  10 ;  2  Tim.,  ii.  3  ;  Psalm  Ix.  12.  «  2  Tim.,  iv.  6-8. 
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hftB  said  to  us,  under  inspiration  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  Be  ye  foU 
lowers  of  me,  even  as  I  also  am  of  Christ :  followers  of  them 
who  through  faith  and  patience  inherit  the  promises.* 

6.  One  more  great  and  unavoidable  necessity  is  laid  upon 
every  child  of  God  ;  one  more  aspect  of  our  Spiritual  Warfare, 
in  addition  to  our  witness-bearing  for  him,  and  our  participation 
as  fellow-labourers  with  him.     We  must  be  sufferers  together 
with  Jesus.    I  will  show  him,  said  the  Lord  to  Ananias  when  he 
told  him  Saul  was  praying,  and  bade  him  go  to  him,  how  great 
things  he  must  suffer  for  my  name's  sake.*    Many  years  after- 
wards, as  Paul  went  bound  in  the  Spirit  to  Jerusalem,  after 
bearing  the  name  of  the  Lord  before  the  Gentiles,  and  kings, 
and  the  children  of  Israel ;  he  said  to  his  brethren  whom  he  had 
collected  at  Miletus,  that  be  knew  not  what  would  befall  him, 
save  that  the  Holy  Ghost  witnessed  in  every  city  that  bonds  and 
afflictions  waited  for  him.'    Tea,  said  he,  in  one  of  his  last  testi- 
monies, all  that  will  live  godly  in  Christ  Jesus,  shall  suffer  perse- 
cation.^    And  the  Lord  had  plainly  said  to  his  Apostles,  Te  shall 
be  hated  of  all  men  for  my  name's  sake."    When  we  reflect  on 
the  contents  of  the  Christian  Scriptures,  and  on  the  nature  and 
design  of  the  Gospel  Church  ;  the  history  of  the  human  race  fur- 
nishes nothing  more  decisive  concerning  the  moral  nature  of  man^ 
than  his  cruel  hatred  of  Jesus  and  his  disciples,  and  his  ferocious 
prostitution  of  the  name  and  doctrine  of  Jesus  to  ends  the  most 
opposite  from  those  he  commanded.  There  is  no  form  of  human  so- 
ciety, no  stage  of  human  civilization,  no  aspect  of  human  thought, 
which  has  not,  within  the  past  eighteen  centuries,  polluted  itself 
with  the  blood  of  the  martyrs  of  Jesus.     Jew  and  Pagan,  infidel 
and  heretic,  Mohammedan  and  Papist  and  Hindoo — all  olike^ — 
bate  the  only  Saviour  who  pities  them,  the  only  Eedeemer  who 
can  deliver  them.    To  pass  by  every  form  of  persecution,  except 
the  very  highest,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  all  the  governments 
in  the  world  united  have  not  executed  capitally  the  hundredth 
part  as  many  malefactors,  as  Papal  Rome  alone  has  caused  to  be 
murdered  of  true  followers  of  Jesus,  merely  because  they  were 
his  true  followers  I     Drunken  with  the  blood  of  the  saints,  and 
with  the  hlood  of  the  martyrs  of  Jesus,  is  the  fearful  description 
which  God  gives  of  her,  The  mother  of  harlots  and  abominations 

>  1  Cor.,  zL  1;  neU,  vt  12.  '  Acts,  ix.  16.  *  Acts,  xx.  22,  23. 
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of  the  earth.'  Bat  hesides  this  liability  to  oatwaid  sofferiDgiy 
even  unto  blood,  for  Christ's  sake,  which  enters  so  conspicaondy 
into  the  warfare  of  his  followers :  there  is  a  sense,  altogether  sjnr- 
itnal,  in  which  their  participation  in  all  his  Humiliation,  is  an 
indispensable  preparation  for  their  participation  in  all  his  Exalta- 
tion. Those  outward  sufferings  with  him,  Christ  will  compensate 
a  hundredfold  eTen  in  this  life,  when  that  is  good  for  us  ;  and  in 
the  world  to  come,  will  repay  them  with  eternal  life.*  But  onr 
inward  participation  of  his  sufferings,  is  the  very  method  of  pre- 
paring us  for  the  inward  participation  of  his  triumph  ;  and  the 
very  heat  and  fury  of  the  great  war  lie  precisely  there ;  there  the 
victory  is  won  or  lost !  To  know  Christ,  and  the  power  of  his 
resurrection,  and  the  fellowship  of  his  sufferings,  we  must  be 
made  conformable  unto  his  death.*  Wherefore,  the  ezhortatioQ 
is,  Gird  up  the  loins  of  your  mind,  be  sober,  and  hope  to  the  end 
for  the  grace  that  is  to  be  brought  unto  you  at  the  revelation  of 
Jesus  Christ ;  because  it  is  written.  Be  ye  holy,  for  I  am  holy.* 

7.  It  is  mere  folly  to  go  to  Christ,  if  our  desire  and  purpose 
are  to  live  in  sin.  On  the  other  hand,  if  through  grace  we  are 
resolved  to  crucify  sin,  we  need  not  dread  the  warfare  which  must 
follow.  The  Holy  Ghost,  as  we  have  seen,  declares  the  fight  of 
faith  to  be  good— the  Spiritual  Warfare  to  be  good.  That  being 
so,  it  matters  not  if  the  battle  be  fought  to-day  on  our  faithful 
testimony  for  Christ — and  to-morrow  on  our  earnest  labours  for 
his  cause — and  the  third  day  on  our  patient  suffering  for  his 
name  :  or  whether  it  be  joined,  fierce  and  decisive,  on  all  at 
once — and  won  like  those  great  victories  which  decide  the  fate  of 
nations  and  of  races.  It  matters  not :  for,  either  way,  the  Lord 
is  strength  in  the  day  of  trouble — yea,  in  the  Lord  Jehovah  is 
everlasting  strength.*  And  every  one  in  Zion  that  appears  be- 
fore God,  goes  from  strength  to  strength  ;  and  every  one  that 
with  open  face  beholds  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  is  changed  into  the 
same  image  from  glory  to  glory,  even  as  by  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord.*  Every  grace — every  truth — every  gift,  has  a  power  pecu- 
liar to  itself:  and  the  more  it  is  cherished  the  more  powerful  it  is. 
Sjc  how  sublime  even  the  gift  of  preternatural  strength  to  Sam- 
son was — and  how  terrible  it  made  him  as  long  as  God  was  with 
him  !    Then  every  grace  will  unite  with  every  other  grace  :  every 

^  Rev.,  xvn.  passim.        '  Mark,  x.  28-31.         3  Phil.,  iiL  10.         <  1  Pet,  L  13-1 S. 
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tmik  with  eyery  other  tnith :  eveiy  gift  with  every  other  gift : 
and  we  gee  how  one  can  put  a  thousand  to  flight !  And  then  all 
giace  will  unite  with  all  truth  :  and  all  truth  will  unite  with 
all  dnty  :  and  all  duty  will  unite  with  all  grace :  and  how  can 
tea  thousand  stand  before  two  !  And  then  when  all  are  united  in 
one — as  they  are  in  the  man  of  Grod  thoroughly  fumished  for 
0fery  good  work  ;  what  can  we  say  less,  than  that  this  is  accord- 
ing to  the  working  of  the  mighty  power  of  God  in  them  that  be- 
liere — and  that  among  all  gods  there  is  none  like  unto  Jehovahy 
l^orious  in  holiness,  fearful  in  praises,  doing  wonders  1' 

8.  Nowhere,  more  than  in  this  aspect  of  our  relation  to  divine 
things,  does  the  importance  to  us  of  all  the  means  of  grace  ap- 
pear. Nothing  b  more  distinctly  urged  upon  us  in  the  Word  of 
Qody  than  ihit  we  should  grow  in  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge 
of  oar  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  :*  nor  is  any  thing  taught 
more  clearly,  than  that  this  growth  is  the  product  of  the  true 
knowledge  of  God  through  his  Word  and  Spirit — and  the  result 
of  our  union  and  communion  with  Christ.'  It  is  of  the  very  na- 
tore  of  man,  and  of  all  his  faculties,  that  he  cannot  be  absolutely 
stationary  in  any  thing.  With  him,  it  is  always  progress  or  de- 
oay.  The  finest  emotions  vanish — the  noblest  attainments  be« 
oome  obscure— the  most  exalted  powers  lose  both  their  temper 
and  their  grasp,  under  habitual  neglect  and  disuse :  while  im- 
proper indulgence  can  end  only  in  distortion.  On  the  other 
hand,  nothing  but  the  finiteness  of  our  being,  can  be  imagined 
as  capable  of  setting  bounds  to  the  healthful  growth  of  a  re- 
newed soul,  which,  by  the  grace  of  God,  addresses  itself  with 
aU  dib'gence  and  fidelity  to  him.  In  doing  this,  the  whole 
instrumentality  which  God  himself  has  provided  is  embraced 
under  the  phrase — the  Means  of  Grace ;  and  I  have  had  re- 
peated occasion  to  mention,  in  their  order,  and  to  explain  the 
use  of  the  chief  of  these.  In  every  part  of  our  Spiritual  War- 
fare, it  is  through  their  use  that  we  are  fitted  for  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  that  devolve  on  us,  and  it  is  in  their  use  that  we 
may  expect  to  be  victorious  through  grace.  It  is  not  true  that 
any  of  them — not  even  the  inspired  word — ^have  any  more  than 
an  instrumental  efficacy  with  reference  to  salvation — that  is  an 
efficacy  when  used  by  Qod  for  our  spiritual  good  :  but  neither  is 
it  trae  that  any  of  them  appointed  of  God,  are  destitute  of  this 
*B^L19;  Ez.,zy.ll.       *  2  Peter,  iil  18.       *  1  Potor,  il  1-12 ;  Eph.,  It.  1-24. 
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insfcramental  efficacy — ^nor  that  any  thing  else  not  thos  appointed 
of  him,  has  any  efficacy  at  all  towards  our  growth  in  grace.  To 
neglect  them,  is  to  tempt  God  :  to  rest  in  them,  is  saperstition : 
to  use  them  prayerfully,  diligently,  and  trustfully,  is  the  heavenly 
discipline  of  the  soldier  of  the  Cross.  Nothing  holy,  nothing 
lovely,  nothing  gentle,  nothing  tender,  nothing  heroic,  can  be 
conceived  of  him  to  whom  the  ordinances  of  Gk)d  are  not  delight- 
some :  while  he  to  whom  they  are,  has  found  the  way  to  be 
strong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  his  might. 

9.  Immediately  connected  with  our  growth  in  grace,  and  with 
the  peculiar  method  of  that  growth  which  attends  oar  Spiritual 
Warfare  ;  there  is  a  mode  of  Qod's  dealing  with  his  people,  which 
is  utterly  remote  from  all  human  thinking.  Sometimes  for  the 
trial  of  our  faith — sometimes  to  reveal  to  us  more  clearly  what  is 
in  our  hearts — sometimes  as  a  means  of  more  complete  deliverance 
of  us — sometimes  as  a  preparation  for  some  special  work  for  which 
he  is  fitting  us — sometimes  to  recover  us  from  backsliding,  to  wean 
us  from  besetting  sin,  or  to  deliver  us  from  besetting  temptation 
. — and  verj^  generally  as  a  way  of  advancing  us  to  higher  spiritual 
attainments,  or  bestowing  upon  us  very  special  mercies :  (Jod 
himself  seems  to  enter  into  conflict  with  his  children.  The 
arrows  of  the  Almighty — said  Job — are  within  me,  the  poison 
whereof  drinketh  up  my  spirit  :  the  terrors  of  God  do  set  them- 
selves in  array  against  me.*  And  David,  in  his  anguish,  cried 
out,  0  Lord  rebuke  me  not  in  thy  wrath  :  neither  chasten  me  in 
thy  hot  displeasure.  For  thine  arrows  stick  fast  in  me,  and  thy 
hand  presseth  me  sore.'  Will  the  Lord  cast  off  for  ever,  and  will 
he  be  favourable  no  more  ?  Is  his  mercy  clean  gone  for  ever, 
and  doth  his  promise  fail  for  evermore  ?  Hath  Grod  forgotten  to 
be  gracious.^  Hath  he  in  anger  shut  up  his  tender  mercies?* 
Lord  why  eastest  thou  off  my  soul,  why  hidest  thou  thy  face 
from  me  ?  Thy  fierce  wrath  goeth  over  me  ;  thy  terrors  have 
cut  me  off*.*  And  besides  thus  hiding  his  face  from  us,  and  with- 
d rawing  his  presence  from  us,  and  striking  our  souls  with  his  ter- 
rors ;  he  habitually  exercises  his  children  under  the  cross  and 
yoke  of  outward  trials.  Ye  have  forgotten,  says  the  Apostle 
Paul,  the  exhortation  which  speaketh  unto  you  as  unto  children. 
My  son,  despise  not  thou  the  chastening  of  the  Lord,  nor  faint 
when  thou  art  rebuked  of  him  :  for  whom  the  Lord  loveth  he 

'  Job,  vi.  4.        «  Pa.  xxxviii.  1,  2.        *  Ps.  Ixxvii.  7-9.         «  Pa.  Ixxxviil  14,  16. 
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ohastenetb,  and  scourgeth  every  son  whom  he  receiveth/  So 
imiyeisal  is  this  that  it  is  immediately  added,  If  ye  be  without 
ohastiBement,  whereof  all  are  partakers,  then  are  ye  bastards,  and 
not  sons.  And  no  indication  of  God's  indifference  to  a  sinner 
can  be  greater,  than  that  he  allows  him  to  prosper  in  his  iniquity ; 
unless  it  be,  that  having  commenced  to  chastise  him,  he  lifts  his 
hand  off  him,  while  he  continues  impenitent.  And  so  in  imme- 
diate connection  with  the  declaration,  As  many  as  I  love,  I  re- 
buke and  chasten  :  he  adds,  Be  zealous  therefore,  and  repent* 
The  wisest  of  mortals,  therefore,  had  divine  authority  when  he 
said,  He  that  refuseth  correction  despiseth  his  own  soul :  but  he 
that  heareth  reproof  gettetb  understanding.'  Though  he  slay 
me,  yet  will  I  trust  him  :  yea,  though  I  walk  through  the  valley 
of  the  shadow  of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evil :  for  thou  art  with  me ; 
thy  rod  and  thy  staff  they  comfort  me.*  Such  is  the  cry  of  faith 
— even  under  the  sorest  outward  trials.  And  the  answer  of  the 
Lord  is.  Be  thou  faithful  unto  death,  and  I  will  give  thee  a  crown 
of  life.*  It  is  by  humility,  and  obedience,  and  patient  waiting 
on  the  Lord,  and  fervent  prayer  to  him,  that  the  penitent  and 
believing  soul  prevails  with  God  in  all  these  extremities.  Yea, 
God  shall  bring  forth  the  righteousness  of  his  children  as  the 
light,  and  their  judgment  as  the  noonday.*  He  who  gave  to 
Jacob,  after  his  great  wrestling  with  him,  his  rich  blessing  and 
a  new  name,  will  not  only  give  to  every  one  that  overcometh,  a 
new  name — but  will  write  upon  him  the  new  name  of  him  that 
sitteth  upon  the  throne  !^ 

II. — ^1.  Having  explained  the  nature  of  our  Spiritual  War- 
fare, and  pointed  out  the  special  duties  toward  the  Captain  of 
our  salvation  which  it  involves,  together  with  the  influence  of 
the  whole  upon  ourselves  :  it  remains  to  speak  briefly  of  the  en- 
emies with  whom  this  warfare  is  waged  by  aU  who  follow  Jesus 
Christ  in  the  Regeneration.  They  are  enemies  who  resist  us  in 
all  our  attempts  to  turn  to  God  at  first,  and  in  all  our  endeavours 
to  lead  lives  of  New  Obedience  afterwards  :  enemies  to  our  de- 
liverance from  sin,  and  to  our  growth  in  holiness :  enemies  to  our 
very  highest  and  to  all  our  eternal  interests.  They  are  still  more 
the  enemies  of  him  who  loved  us  and  gave  himself  for  us — ^between 

«  HebL,  xil  5,  6i  '  Rev.,  iii.  19.  •  Prov.,  xv.  32. 
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whom  and  the  whole  of  them  the  antagonbm  is  so  complete,  that 
they  require  of  us,  as  a  condition  of  their  friendship,  that  we 
shall  renounce  his  service — and  that  he  considers  our  friendship 
with  them  enmity  to  him.  The  very  warfare  itself  is  based  on 
our  identification  with  the  Son  of  God  :  it  is  fought  by  us  as 
soldiers  of  the  Cross  :  and  the  victory  won,  however  blessed  for 
us,  is  for  the  glory  of  his  grace  1  The  possibility  of  such  a  state 
of  case  in  the  universe  of  God,  grounds  itself  on  the  twofold  fact 
of  the  existence  of  sin  in  that  universe,  and  of  the  purpose  of  Qod 
to  retrieve  the  universe  from  its  pollution.  Sin  is  that  accursed 
thing  which  God  hates,  and  upon  which  he  cannot  look  with  the 
least  allowance.  It  was  that  which  made  us  his  enemies  :  it  is 
because  we  turn  from  it  to  him,  through  Christ  by  grace,  that 
every  enemy  of  his  assails  us  :  it  is  because  our  recovery  from  sin 
is  only  begun,  not  perfected  in  this  life,  that  this  warfare  involves 
the  salvation  of  our  souls,  as  well  as  the  glory  of  God.  And  thus 
the  actual  state  of  all  things,  in  every  part  of  the  existence  of 
every  human  being,  considered  as  it  actually  is,  and  considered 
as  the  word  of  God  declares  it  to  be,  presents  us  with  a  perpetual 
demonstration  of  that  Gospel  whereby  life  and  immortality  are 
brought  to  light. 

2.  As  I  have  intimated  before,  the  Spiritual  Warfare  of  which 
1  speak  here  is  predicated  only  of  the  followers  of  Christ.  It  is 
the  means  whereby  they  vindicate  their  New  Obedience:  the 
means  whereby  they  win  from  their  enemies  the  freedom  to  per- 
form every  Good  Work  :  rights — all  of  them — ^as  I  have  before 
shown,  for  which  countless  multitudes  have  suffered  the  loss  of 
all  things,  and  counted  that  loss  gain.  Doubtless  there  is  a  war- 
fare between  these  same  enemies  and  every  human  soul  that  is 
not  given  over  to  believe  a  lie,  that  it  may  be  damned :  for 
though  they  be  transcendently  enemies  of  Christ  and  his  disci- 
ples, they  are  also  enemies  of  whatever  Christ,  or  the  natural 
conscience,  or  reason  itself  will  approve  as  true  or  good  unto 
salvation.  But  it  is  the  high,  fierce,  decisive  warfare  between  the 
children  of  God  and  the  flesh,  the  world,  and  the  Devil,  of  which 
1  speak  continually  in  this  chapter.  These  are  the  great  enemies 
of  our  souls.  Under  the  banner  of  one  or  other  of  them,  every 
foe  to  divine  grace  assails  us  :  nay,  it  is  one  or  other  of  these,  no 
matter  how  cunningly  disguised,  that  we  find  discomfited  after 
every  victory  we  win,  that  we  find  mocking  us  everj^  time  we 
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are  overcome.  And  such  is  their  fidelity  to  each  other,  and  so 
inseparable  is  their  union  with  each  other,  that  every  triumph 
either  of  them  wins,  is  shared  by  all,  and  every  decisive  blow  in- 
flicted upon  one  wounds  them  all.  These  are  the  enemies  whom 
our  Lord  has  conquered,  led  captive,  and  openly  triumphed  over. 
And  now,  in  the  way  of  the  complete  deliverance  of  the  children 
of  the  Kingdom,  and  the  perfect  fitting  of  them  for  the  right 
service  and  enjoyment  of  Grod  in  this  life,  and  the  eternal  service 
and  enjoyment  of  him  in  the  life  to  come  ;  he  leads  forth  eveiy 
one  of  them,  fighting  by  their  side,  and  wins  for  them  victories 
analogous  to  his  own. 

3.  I  will  add  a  few  words  concerning  each  of  these  implaca- 
ble enemies  of  all  Gospel  holiness,  and  concerning  our  warfiEtre 
with  each  of  them.  Considering  our  race  one,  with  a  common 
nature,  and  of  one  blood,  which  the  Scriptures  continually 
assert,  each  individual  of  that  race  is,  nevertheless,  a  separate 
person  ;  and,  since  the  full  of  the  first  parents  of  the  race,  and 
by  reason  of  it,  the  common  nature  is  depraved,  and  every  indi- 
vidiul  participating  of  that  nature  by  ordinary  generation,  neces- 
sarily participates  in  its  depravity.  The  New  Birth,  which  is 
wrought  by  the  Holy  Grhost  in  the  soul  of  the  elect  of  God,  who 
have  been  redeemed  by  the  blood  of  Christ,  is  a  new  creation  of 
the  individual  soul,  and  its  restoration  to  the  image  of  God,  lost 
by  the  fall  of  man.  Eestored,  in  that  Regeneration,  to  the  image 
of  G<xl  in  knowledge,  righteousness,  and  true  holiness,  every  ad- 
vance of  the  soul  in  this  divine  life  is  an  advance  in  its  conformity 
to  God  :  and  every  endeavour  to  maintain  the  posture  any  soul 
may  have  reached,  or  to  advance  from  one  degree  of  grace  and 
strength  to  another,  is  contrary  to  the  desires,  devices,  lusts,  and 
impulses  of  its  depraved  nature,  that  is,  of  the  fiesh  ;  and  sub- 
jects it,  on  one  side,  to  the  necessity  of  a  new  victory  over  the 
flesh,  and,  on  the  other,  to  the  peril  of  a  victory  by  the  flesh  over 
it.  I  am  aware  that  the  reality  and  the  nature  of  the  dealings 
of  God  with  man  in  creation,  providence,  and  grace,  are  involved 
in  these  brief  statements  ;  but  I  insist  that  these  statements  ac- 
cord precisely  with  all  those  dealings,  as  revealed  by  God  to  man, 
and  in  man.  Seeing  that  the  carnal  mind  is  enmity  against 
God,  not  subject  to  the  law  of  God,  neither  indeed  can  be  ;*  and 
that  the  natural  man  receiveth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of 

1  BoDL,  Tiii.  7. 
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God,  which  are  foQlishiieai  unto  him:  neiihex  otn  he  know  theiBy 
becaime  they  are  Bpiritually  diacemed :'  it  follows^  not  only  that 
the  flesh  cannot  he  amended,  bat  that,  if  we  are  Ohrist^a,  wo 
mnet  cracify  the  fleah,  with  its  afEdctions  and  loets ;'  and  that 
our  old  man  moet  be  crucified  with  Christ,  if  the  body  of  aia  is 
to  be  destroyed,  or  we  are  to  be  delivered  from  the  senioe  of  nn." 
To  walk  in  the  Spirit,  and  to  fulfil  the  lust  of  the  flesh,  an  so 
oompletely  oppodtes,  one  of  the  other,  that  the  Scriptiires  dedave 
the  Spirit  and  the  flesh  to  be  contrary  the  one  to  the  other,  and 
utterly  antagonistic  to  each  other.  As  our  English  yersion  has 
it,  the  flesh  lusteth  against  the  Spirit,  and  the  Spirit  against 
the  flesh/  And  the  Apostle  proceeds  to  illustrate  that  universal 
truth,  by  declaring  to  us  the  works  of  the  flesh,  and  the  fruit  of 
the  Spirit,  in  contrast  with  each  other.  Now  the  works  of  the  fledi 
axe  manifest,  which  are  these :  Adultery,  fornication,  uncleannes% 
lasciviousness,  idolatry,  witchcraft,  hatred,  variance,  emulation% 
wrath,  strife,  seditions,  heresies,  envyings,  murders,  drunkeonesi^ 
revellhigs,  and  such  like.  But  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love^ 
joy,  peace,  long-eu£fering,  gentleness,  goodness,  faith,  meeknea% 
temperance.*  Touching  all  these  things,  on  one  side  and  the 
other,  this  profound  diBtinction  is  to  be  always  borne  in  mind, 
namely,  that  no  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  possible  in  the  unrenewed 
soul,  whereas  the  renewed  bouI,  still  dwelling  in  sinful  flesh,  is 
liable  to  be  assailed  through  every  work  of  the  flesh,  and  is  liable 
to  fall  under  every  assault.  Beceiving  the  first  fruits  of  the 
Spirit  at  our  Eegeneration,  and  growing  afterwards  through  the 
continual  increase  of  them ;  the  divine  power  which  dwells  in  us, 
and  increases  through  grace,  may  indeed  continually  subdue  every 
work  that  lusts  against  it ;  and  the  final  triumph  is  sure,  through 
him  who  loved  us  and  gave  himself  for  us.  But  who  ever  saw  a 
soldier  of  the  cross,  who  marched  from  victory  to  victory,  never 
overcome,  and  bearing  no  scars  from  this  life  and  death  struggle, 
with  that  native  depravity  of  which  sinners  make  so  light  ?  On 
the  contrary,  how  innumerable  are  the  triumphs  of  the  flesh  over 
the  followers  of  Christ ;  and  how  certain  is  it,  that  but  for  hia 
grace  these  triumphs  of  the  flesh  over  his  followers  would  be  uni- 
versal and  final ! 

4.  In  a  peculiar  sense  the  Flesh  is  our  inward  enemy.    The 

'  1  Cor.,  il  14.  •  GaL,  v.  24.  »  Bom^  tI  S. 
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other  two,  and  especially  the  World,  are  more  particularly  out- 
nard  enemies.  If  we  had  crucified  the  Flesh,  the  sorest  part  of 
onr  warfare  would  be  accomplished.  As  things  are,  with  our  own 
hearts  but  imperfectly  sanctified,  and  surrounded  by  fellow-crea- 
tnres  the  great  mass  of  whom  are  such  as  we  were  when  we  were 
servants  of  sin,  and  all  the  remainder  are  nearly  as  imperfectly 
sanctified  as  we  are  ourselves ;  the  advantages  we  derive  from 
onr  fellow-soldiers  who  cannot  protect  themselves,  can  offer  to  us 
no  adequate  security — while  the  perils  with  which  our  fellow- 
sinners  threaten  us,  are  instant,  fatal,  and  innumerable.  By  the 
allarements  of  vice — by  the  pollution  of  evil  example — ^by  the 
seduction  of  all  sinful  indulgences — by  the  perversion  of  all  false 
teaching — by  fiattering  every  unruly  passion — by  opposing  and 
discouraging  us  in  hU  duty — by  threats,  by  violence,  by  robbery, 
by  persecution,  by  death  itself;  alas!  by  how  many  countless 
and  nameless  ways,  are  God's  children  put  in  jeopardy  by  the 
enmity  of  the  World  !  Be  ye  not  conformed  to  this  world — is 
the  express  command  of  God — but  be  transformed  by  the  renew- 
ing of  your  mind,  that  ye  may  prove  what  is  that  good,  and  ao- 
ceptable,  and  perfect  will  of  God.*  If  any  man  love  the  world, 
the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him.'  The  friendship  of  the 
world  is  enmity  with  God  :  whosoever  therefore  will  be  a  friend 
of  the  world  is  the  enemy  of  God.'  And  our  Saviour  explains 
the  reason  of  statements  which  seem  so  remarkable  to  the  chil- 
dren of  the  world.  I  have  chosen  you  out  of  the  world,  therefore 
the  world  hateth  you  ;  ye  know  that  it  hated  me  before  it  hated 
you.*  The  actual  posture  of  the  world  is,  that  it  is  in  universal 
revolt  against  God — that  it  lies  under  his  wrath  and  curse— that 
it  has  crucified  his  Son  whom  he  sent  to  redeem  it,  and  murdered 
his  saints  of  whom  it  was  not  worthy — and  that  it  is  kept  in 
store  by  God,  reserved  unto  fire  against  the  day  of  judgment  and 
perdition  of  ungodly  men.*  The  actual  relation  of  God's  children 
to  it  is,  that  they  constitute  a  Kingdom  under  Messiah  the 
Prince,  which,  though  in  the  world,  is  not  of  it ;  a  kingdom 
which,  through  grace,  they  are  appointed  to  maintain  and  to  ad- 
vance through  all  ages,  while  God  shall  remove  every  diadem, 
and  take  off  every  crown,  and  exalt  him  that  is  low,  and  abase 
him  that  is  high,  and  overturn  till  nothing  that  can  be  shaken 

1  Bom.,  xiL  2.  >  1  John,  iL  15.  *  James,  iv.  4. 
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is  left,  and  shake  heaven  and  earth :  and  then  he  whose  right  it 
is  shall  come— and  Gk>d  will  give  it  him/  Wherefore  onr  veij 
fiuth  is  the  victory  that  overcometh  the  world  :*  which,  hj  the 
cross  of  our  Lord  Jesns  Christ,  is  cmoified  nnto  ns^  and  we  onto 
it'  Considered  in  this  light,  oar  Spiritual  Warfare  with  this 
great  enemy  of  our  salvation,  has  two  aspects,  both  of  which  are 
eminently  peculiar  to  us  as  soldiers  of  the  cross.  The  flnt  is, 
that  our  duty  to  Christ  obliges  us  to  dischatge  with  perfbot 
simplicity  and  fidelity,  every  obligation  binding  upon  us  with 
reference  to  our  relations  in  this  ruined  world  ;  thereby  at  onoe 
acquitting  our  own  souls,  and  adorning  the  doctrine  we  profiMS. 
The  other  is,  that  the  same  duty  obliges  us  to  acquit  ourselves  as 
good  soldiers,  in  our  endeavours  to  recover  the  dominion  of  car 
Lord  over  our  rebellious  fellow-creatures,  to  their  unspeakable 
blessedness,  and  to  the  glory  of  his  great  name.  So  that,  throng 
the  unsearchable  riches  of  the  grace,  knowledge,  and  wisdom  of 
Grod,  the  salvation  of  our  own  soul  is  grounded  in  our  Spiritual 
Warfare  with  the  Flesh ;  and  in  like  manner  the  salvation  of 
others,  through  our  endeavours,  is  grounded  in  onr  Spiritual  War- 
&re  with  the  Worid. 

5.  It  is  under  the  banner  of  Satan,  that  the  Flesh  and  the 
World  both  assail  the  followers  of  Christ,  He  is  called  the  god 
of  this  world,  and  is  declared  to  be  the  author  of  that  blind ness  of 
mind  of  those  who  believe  not  the  glorious  Gospel  of  Christ, 
through  which  they  are  lost.^  The  Lord  Jesus,  speaking  of  the 
effects  of  his  crucifixion,  declared  that  one  of  them  would  be  the 
casting  out  of  the  prince  of  this  world  :*  and  we  are  told  it  was 
he  who  put  it  into  the  heart  of  Judas  Iscariot  to  betray  him  ;* 
he  whom  Jesus  led  captive  when  he  ascended  up  on  high,  openly 
triumphing  over  him/  This  great  and  wicked  Spirit,  the  leader 
of  the  revolt  in  heaven — the  seducer  of  our  first  parents — the  im- 
placable enemy  of  the  Saviour  of  men — is  represented  through- 
out the  Scriptures  as  having  thrown  off  all  allegiance  to  Glod,  and 
as  being  actuated  by  relentless  hate  against  the  whole  family  of 
man,  and  most  especially  against  God's  Elect  from  amongst 
our  fallen  race.  By  the  fall  of  man — of  which  his  temptation 
was  the  procuring  cause — he  acquired  dominion  over  the  world 

'  Ezek.,  xxl  26,  2t ;  Heb.,  xu.  26-28.     •  1  John,  v.  4.     »  GaL,  vi  14 
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and  over  the  human  race  :  a  dominion  defeated  and  absolutely 
annulled  by  the  sentence  of  God,  so  far  as  his  Elect  were  con- 
cerned— and  limited  by  the  same  sentence  so  far  as  the  world 
was  concerned — but  left  untouched  so  far  as  related  to  all  the 
obstinately  impenitent.*  No  portion  of  this  wonderful  sentence 
of  God,  rendered  after  the  breach  of  the  Covenant  of  Works — 
and  to  be  reviewed  at  the  day  of  judgment — was  more  i)rcci8e, 
than  the  decree  of  eternal  enmity  between  Christ  and  his  foUow- 
erB  on  one  part,  and  the  Devil  and  his  children  on  the  other.* 
Quenchless  hate  and  deadly  warfare  between  this  primeval  mur- 
derer, liar,  and  seducer,  and  every  soldier  of  the  cross  of  Christ, 
is  as  much  a  part  of  that  soldier's  divine  vocation,  as  it  is  a  part 
of  it  to  follow  the  Captain  of  bis  salvation.  And  he  may  as  con- 
fidently expect  the  Devil  to  torment  him  with  temptations,  to 
assail  him  with  accusations,  to  overwhelm  him  with  terrors  and 
alarms,  and  to  stir  up  the  flesh  and  the  world  against  him  ;  as 
he  sincerely  endeavours  to  follow  Jesus  in  the  regeneration.  Nor 
is  there  any  security  for  us,  but  in  open,  manful,  and  universal 
combat.  To  have  peace  with  the  flesh,  it  must  be  crucified  :  to 
have  safety  with  the  world,  it  must  be  overcome :  the  Devil  flies 
from  us  only  when  we  resist  him,  stedfast  in  the  faith."  In  all 
these  things  it  is  through  him  that  loved  us,  that  we  are  more 
than  conquerors.*  And  they  who  lift  up  the  song  of  triumph, 
when  Michael  and  his  angels  finally  cast  out  the  great  dragon 
and  his  angels ;  are  they  who  overcame  him  by  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb,  and  by  the  word  of  their  testimony  ;  and  they  loved  not 
their  lives  unto  the  death.' 

6.  In  this  warfare  for  our  souls,  Repentance  toward  God,  and 
Faith  toward  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  are  as  conspicuous  as  they 
are  in  every  other  part  of  our  salvation.  Here,  as  everywhere, 
these  great  graces  of  the  Spirit,  these  fundamental  Offices  of  the 
Christian  life — decide  our  destiny.  With  a  living  Faith  in 
Christ,  the  Flesh,  the  World,  and  the  Devil  can  do  no  more  than 
hurry  us  to  our  Father's  house,  or  secure  for  us  there  a  brighter 
crown.  For  such  ends,  the  loss  of  all  things  may  well  be  counted 
gain.  Or  if  they  cleave  us  down — our  courage  and  our  strength 
return  with  the  first  pang  of  true  Repentance :  and  then  our 
armour  of  light  blazes  again  in  the  thick  of  the  fight.     Where- 
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Lfore,  let  us  take  unto  us  the  whole  armour  of  God,  that  wo 
imay  be  aide  to  withstand  io  the  evil  day,  and  having  done  all 
I  to  stand.  Having:  our  loins  girt  about  with  truth,  and  having 
ion  the  breastplate  of  righteousness,  and  our  feet  shod  with  the 
^preparation  of  the  Gospel  of  peace  ;  above  all,  taking  the  shield 
^  of  faith,  wherewith  we  ehall  be  able  to  quench  all  the  fiery  darts 
*  of  the  wicked  :  taking,  also,  the  helmet  of  salvation,  and  the 
f  fiword  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  word  of  God  ;  praying  always 
fivith  all  prayer  aod  supplication  in  the  Spirit,  and  watching 
'  thereunto  with  all  persei^erance  and  supplication  for  all  saints. 
^For  we  wrestle  not  in  a  Warfare  that  h  carnal — hut  against 
['principalities,  against  powers,  against  the  rulci-s  of  the  darkness  of 
this  world,  against  spiritual  wickedness  in  high  placee :  and  so 
[the  weapons  of  our  Warfare  are  not  carnal,  but  mighty  through 
I  God  ti»  the  pulling  down  of  strongholds.* 

7.  It  is  the  universal  principle  of  our  Christian  life,  that  in 
I  proportion  as  the  sufferings  of  Christ  abound  in  ua,  sn  also  our 
consolation  aboundetb  by  Christ/  It  is  not  fiurprieitig,  therefore, 
that  we  should  even  glory  io  tribulations,  since  we  know  that 
tribulation  worketh  patience j  and  patience  experience,  and  expe» 
rience  hope,  and  hope  maketh  not  ashamed  ;  because  the  love 
of  God  is  shed  abroad  in  our  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghost  which  is 
given  unto  us*'  My  grace,  said  our  Lord,  is  sufficient  for  thee  : 
for  mj  strength  is  made  perfect  in  weakness/  The  first  response 
of  his  servant  was,  I  glory  in  my  infirmities,  that  the  power  of 
Christ  may  rest  upon  me  :*  his  habitual  response  was,  I  can  do 
all  things  through  Christ  which  streugtheneth  me  :*  and  his  ma- 
tured and  final  testimony  was,  Thanks  be  to  God,  who  giveth  us 
the  victory  through  our  Lord  Jesns  Christ/  This  is  the  career 
of  a  true  soldier  of  the  cross  :  the  path  of  the  just,  like  the  shin> 
ing  light,  that  shineth  more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  day. 
Though  there  be  few  who  even  approach  very  near  to  this  suhUme 
standard,  none  apparently,  who  are  not  many  times  discomfited 
l*y  their  spiritual  enemies,  many  needing  from  mere  weakness  to 
be  borne  in  the  bosom  of  the  good  Shepherd  of  our  souls,  and 
nearly  all  to  be  led  gently  along  by  his  hand  :  nevertheless  there 
is  not  one  of  the  innumerable  multitude,  who  will  be  finally  van- 
quished and  destroyed  by  God's  enemies  and  thelrB.     It  is  not 

*  Eph.,  vl  13-18;  2  Cor.,  i.  4.  ■  2  Cor.,  L  5.  •  Rom.,  v.  3^. 
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ponible  for  us  to  understand  how,  as  the  result  of  such  a  career, 
such  a  probation  as  I  have  attempted  to  trace,  any  should  escape 
deetmction,  except  upon  the  conditions  which  actually  exist,  and 
by  means  of  the  forces  which  are  actually  applied ;  nor  yet,  upon 
those  conditions,  and  under  the  application  of  those  forces,  how 
any  could  perish.  Without  the  divine  support  continually  given 
to  believers  and  accepted  by  them,  even  they  must  be  destroyed. 
When  judgment  begins  at  the  house  of  God,  what  shall  the  end 
of  them  be  that  obey  not  the  Gospel  of  God  ?  And  if  the  right- 
eous scarcely  be  saved,  where  shall  the  ungodly  and  the  sinner 
appear  ?*  And  yet,  how  can  the  righteous  perish,  when  they 
have  a  throne  of  divine  grace  to  which  they  may  always  come 
boldly,  and  at  which  they  may  obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace  to 
help  in  time  of  need  ?'  Nay,  when  God  himself  is  their  refuge 
and  strength — a  very  present  help  in  trouble  ?'  To  him  that 
overcometh,  is  the  glorious  promise  of  the  exalted  Saviour,  I  will 
give  to  sit  with  me  in  my  throne,  even  as  I  also  overcame  and 
am  set  down  with  my  Father  in  his  throne.^ 

■  1  Pot,  iv.  17,  la  •  Heb.,  iv.  16.  «  Psalm  xlvL  1.         *  Rev,  iil  21. 
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THB   INFALTiTBTiK   BULB   OF   FAITH   AND   DUTT. 
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Ltwgirer:  Disoofefy,  OomptehenatonjandUseof  anjand  wfaatBrerlAwoTGod. 
—4.  BegrolttiTe  Prindples  of  UniTervd  IConUty:  their  Katore^  Oertainlj,  OHgb. 
Md  Obligation.— &8iq)ieoiM7  of  the  Moral  Seoae  in  Fidle^  SqpranMjof 

the  IConJ  Law  in  the  IJnivene:  The  Saviour.-— 6.  Belatini  of  the  Iforai  Lair  tD 
the  Matter  and  the  Form  of  Salvation:  Infinite  GrMeu— 7.  Indiqwnaable  Neoea- 
tftj  to  FaUen  Man  of  divine  Gnidaaoe  and  Support  in  the  Way  of  life^— «.  8«- 
prane  Relation  oftlieBevealedlKnnorGod  to  Salvation:  XnfiOKbleBnleorMtfi 
and  Obedienoe.^n.  L  The  true  End  of  oar  Bziatonoe^  and  the  Modocf  atferin- 
ing  it^  taught  only  and  taught  ftillj  in  the  Sacred  Scriptures — ^2.  What  we  oq^ 
to  believe  concerning  God,  considered  as  the  Saviour  of  Shinera,  is  matter  of  pve 
Bevelation.— 3.  Thai  Revelation  the  Infallible  Rule  of  Faith:  Its  ComplefteneM 
and  Efficacy. — i.  Relation  of  Righteousness  to  Faith— Truth  to  Duty:  the  Word 
of  God  the  InfuUiblo  Rule  of  tho  Now  Obedience. — 5.  Divine  Restatement  of  the 
Moral  Law,  and  divine  Regeneration  of  tho  human  Soul :  The  Power  of  God  unto 
Salvation. — 6.  All  tho  Work  and  all  tho  Institutions  of  Grod,  have  Relevancy  to 
the  Faith  and  Righteousness  revealed  by  him,  and  to  the  Rule  thereof. — 7.  The 
Saviour  of  the  World  the  central  Object  of  all  Truth  revealed  to  our  Faith,  and 
of  all  Duty  required  by  the  Moral  Law. — 8.  The  Sum  and  Scopo  of  the  Moral  Law, 
considered  with  direct  Reference  to  Christ,  and  to  those  who  believe  on  him.— 
9.  Mediatorial  Work  of  Christ — Universal  and  Unalterable  Law  of  God — InfiJlihle 
Rule  of  Faith  and  Practice— Infinite  Righteousness  and  Grace  of  God. — 10.  Poai- 
tion  of  tho  Sacred  Scriptures  as  thus  ascertained. 

I. — 1.  It  has  been  proved,  and  repeatedly  stated,  that  man 
created  in  the  image  of  God,  and  abiding  in  that  condition, 
would  have  perceived  habitually  what  was  true,  and  chosen  what 
was  good,  and  thus  would  have  found  the  habitual  service  and 
enjoyment  of  God,  his  natural  and  his  blessed  condition  in  a 
universe  free  from  sin.  It  has  also  been  proved,  and  repeatedly 
stated,  that  even  in  that  condition  of  sinless  purity,  unclouded 
]*eason,  and  abounding  felicity,  man,  being  fallible,  and  dependent 
on  God  in  every  sense,  could  not,  of  himself,  and  if  strictly  tried, 
have  perpetually  maintained  his  condition,  much  less  risen  to  a 
higher  state  of  being.    God,  who  was  the  fountain  of  his  being. 
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must  also  have  been  the  fountain  to  him  of  light  and  strength. 
We  cannot  conceive  of  a  created  being  who  is  not  dependent 
upon  God,  and,  as  compared  with  him,  imperfect  and  fallible ; 
nor  can  we  conceive  that  an  imperfect  and  fallible  creature,  can 
dispense  with  the  perpetual  presence  and  fruition  of  God  in  the 
pursuit  of  what  is  true  and  good,  any  more  than  a  created  and 
dependent  being  can  dispense  with  him  and  live.  How  much 
more  obvious  is  this  necessity  for  divine  light  and  strength  when, 
instead  of  being  merely  fallible,  we  are  actually  fallen  and  de- 
praved !  Dependent,  in  our  first  estate,  upon  those  communi- 
cations of  God's  grace  whereby  his  image  should  be  maintained 
in  a  fallible  soul  which  had  been  created  in  his  likeness,  and  had 
not  yet  lost  it ;  how  much  more  are  we  dependent  on  him  now,  in 
order  that  we  may  know  with  certainty  what  is  true  and  what  is 
good,  and  may  embrace  them  both  with  fervour  and  constancy  1 
Creatures  of  an  infinite  God,  we  cannot,  if  we  would,  extricate 
ourselves  from  his  infim'te  dominion.  Objects  of  the  love  of  an 
infinite  Saviour,  why  should  we  consummate  our  ruin,  by  reject- 
ing him  who  provides  for  us  an  ability  in  itself  divine  ?  It  is  in 
him  alone  that  lost  men  arc  furnished  at  once  with  the  ability 
and  the  way  of  eternal  life.  And  the  immediate  object  of  this 
chapter  is  to  point  out  the  supreme  relation  which  his  blessed 
word  bears  to  the  support  and  guidance  of  that  life  of  God  in  our 
souls,  which  manifests  itself  in  nothing  more  decisively,  than  in 
accepting  that  word  as  the  only  Infallible  Bule  of  all  Faith  and 
all  Duty;  that  is,  of  all  Truth  and  all  Good  unto  salvation.  Verily, 
verily,  I  say  unto  you — these  are  the  words  of  Jesus — he  that 
heareth  my  word,  and  believeth  on  him  that  sent  me,  hath  ever- 
lasting life,  and  shall  not  come  into  condemnation  ;  but  is  passed 
from  death  unto  life.' 

2.  Independently  of  those  permanent  and  regulative  principles 
which  we  call  laws,  which  the  human  mind,  by  its  very  constitu- 
tion, is  constantly  impelled  to  search  for  and  to  accept  in  all  things  ; 
there  could  exist  no  permanent  relation  between  one  thing  and 
another — nothing  which  could  be  called  science ;  knowledge  coidd 
never  have  increased,  if  indeed  it  could  have  existed  in  any  proper 
sense-— and  the  very  idea  of  duty  would  disappear.  They  belong 
so  decisively  to  the  very  essence  of  the  whole  order  of  the  uni- 
verse^ and  enter  so  fundamentally  into  the  constitution  of  ouiL- 

>  John,  V.  24. 
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own  natnre,  that  they  are  manifested  in  every  thing  that  ex* 
istfl,  and  in  every  act  of  our  lives  their  existenee  is  impKed, 
and  thought  itself  is  regulated  hy  their  irrcsiBtiUe  contnL 
These  pennanent  and  r^ulative  principles,  in  one  form  or 
other  pervading  all  things,  are  in  the  strictest  sense— lews  :  nor 
does  it  alter  the  case  at  all  to  call  them  laws  of  natQie-*lawt  of 
thought— laws  of  morals— laws  of  this  or  that  particular  sdeaoa. 
They  are  laws  whose  existence  implies,  on  one  side,  tiie  existence 
of  him  who  gave  them,  and,  on  the  other  side,  the  existence  of 
the  suhject  of  them,  the  object  upon  which  they  operate.  Osr 
ability  to  discern,  to  classify,  and  to  use  them,  implies  the  em- 
tence  of  our  own  rational  nature :  and  our  total  inabiUtj  to 
create,  to  produce,  or  to  impress  a  new  one  upon  any  subject,  or 
with  reference  to  any  existing  thing,  implies  the  complete  de- 
pendence of  our  own  being.  In  themselves,  and  in  their  rdatJone 
to  us  as  rational  and  dependent  beings,  they  demonstrate  a  On- 
ator  and  Buler  of  the  universe,  distinct  from  the  universe  itaelC 
They  do  this  in  the  most  general  and  absolute  manner,  altogether 
beside  any  question  of  their  own  special  nature.  For,  while  it  is 
true  that  the  special  object  and  mode  of  operation  of  the  law, 
may  be  a  conclusive  evidence  of  the  character  of  him  who  gave 
the  law ;  it  is  the  existence  of  the  law  itself,  that  puts  beyond 
dispute  the  existence  of  him  who  gave  it.  These  laws  are  the 
product  of  an  intellect,  a  will,  and  a  power  competent  to  produce 
them,  and  the  universe,  from  whose  essence  and  operation  they 
are  inseparable.  And  operating  under  an  unchangeable  purpose, 
ibr  definite,  unalterable,  and  illimitable  ends,  through  all  time, 
upon  all  existence,  throughout  a  boundless  universe  :  we  are  not 
only  warranted,  but  forced,  to  attribute  them  to  a  lawgiver  and 
ruler  who  is  infinite  and  etemaL  The  whole  universe,  all  exis- 
tence upon  which  these  laws  operate,  is  shown  by  the  fact  of  that 
operation,  to  be  dependent  and  created :  it  is  all  regulated  by 
those  laws — but  produced  and  sustained,  not  by  the  laws,  but  by 
him  who  gave  them.  The  moment  we  conceive  of  independent 
and  uncreated  existence,  the  idea  of  law,  in  the  strict  sense, 
regulative  of  it — disappears :  because,  otherwise,  something  is 
before  and  above  independent  and  uncreated  existence — which  is 
absurd,  since  whatever  is  independent  and  uncreated,  is  eternal. 
In  like  manner,  if  we  could  think  either  the  author  of  law,  or  the 
subject  of  law,  out  of  existence,  the  idea  of  law  itself  neces- 
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sarily  vanishes.  If  we  can  be  certain  that  any  thing  exists  in  the 
aniverse,  which  we  can  properly  call  law,  and  which  we  know 
exists  as  a  permanent,  regulative  principle  in  the  universe  ;  then 
it  involves  a  direct  contradiction  to  deny  the  existence  of  the 
maker  of  that  law — and  another  contradiction  to  deny  the  de- 
pendent and,  therefore,  created  existence  of  the  subject  of  that 
law.  In  effect,  we  cannot  construe  to  ourselves  the  existence  of 
the  universe  of  which  we  form  a  part,  or  the  action  of  any  thing 
we  behold  in  it,  without  an  infinite  lawgiver  and  Creator  resolt- 
ing  on  one  side,  and  our  own  dependence  and  accountability  re- 
sulting, on  the  other  side.*  Such  considerations  are  completely 
decisive  with  reference  to  our  own  relations  to  Grod,  whether 
considered  with  regard  to  what  we  ought  to  believe  concerning 
him,  or  to  what  duty  he  requires  of  us.  Nor  does  it  affect  their 
conclusiveness  in  the  smallest  degree,  whether  we  regard  them 
from  the  point  of  view  of  Natural  Religion  or  that  of  Revealed 
Religion — ^from  our  stand-point  as  creatures,  or  from  our  stand- 
point as  sinners.  It  is  impossible  to  deny  the  existence  of  per- 
manent and  regulative  principles,  pervading  the  universe  with 
an  intimate,  uniform,  and  irresistible  force  :  but  the  moment  we 
admit  their  existence,  what  follows  concerning  ourselves  is,  the 
absolute  certainty  that  we  must  seek  in  the  author  of  those  laws 
for  the  rule  of  our  own  conduct,  and  find  in  him  the  portion  of 
oar  own  souls. 

3.  The  discovery  and  full  understanding  by  us,  of  these  great 
laws  imposed  ui)on  all  things  by  the  Infinite  Creator  and  Ruler 
of  them  all,  is  a  matter  altogether  different  from  the  nature  and 
significance  of  the  laws  themselves.  Their  existence  and  opera- 
tion, in  most  things,  are  completely  independent  of  us — and  in 
all  things  the  utmost  extent  of  our  ability,  in  our  highest  state 
of  knowledge,  is  a  certain  conformity,  either  instinctive  or  vol- 
untary, unto  them — and  thereby  a  certain  use  and  application 
of  them.  The  discovery,  the  comprehension,  and  the  voluntary 
use  of  them,  are  amongst  the  highest  distinctions  of  our  spiritual 
and  rational  nature  :  and  yet  the  slow  and  irregular  progress  of 
these  conquests  of  our  highest  intelligence,  is  one  of  the  most  de- 
cisive proofs  of  our  utter  insignificance,  when  compared  with  the 
great  lawgiver.  There  is  not  a  single  department  of  knowledge 
in  which  our  discoveries  can  be  said,  with  confidence,  to  have 
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reached  the  end  ;  while  in  mosfc,  our  course  of  discoveiy  and  use] 
is  only  fairly  begun,  nor  has  our  total  progress  carried  us 
enough  to  enable  us  to  say  we  are  even  aware  of  the  existence  of^J 
all*    Moreover,  how  sDiall  is  the  proportion  of  our  race  that  keej 
pace  with  thia  slow  and  irregular  progress  of  the  race  iu  know- 
ledge ;  how  marvellously  limited  has  been  the  number  of  thoae^ 
who  have  either  permanently  advaoced  the  boundaries  of  know- 
ledge, or  raaintaiued  it  in  the  position  it  had  reached  ;  aod  howl 
constantly  has  this  small  number  been  indebted  for  the  glory  of  J 
being  benefactors  of  nninkind^  to  the  t^pocial  providence  of  God^l 
or  the  peculiar  cndowmeots  with  which  he  has  distinguishe 
them  !     Let  it  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  whole  progress  is  ^] 
progress  in  truth^  and  towards  truth ^  aud  by  means  of  trutli; 
progress  conducting  us  farther  and  farther  from  igoorauce  ai 
errur— and  nearer  and  nearer  to  the  fountain  of  all  truth.     Nd 
matter  how  various  may  be  the  methods  resorted  to — or  how  di«*J 
verse  the  subjects  to  which  our  enquiries  are  directed — truth 
the  one  great  object  of  discovery  in  all— truth  is  the  one  greail 
rule  of  belief  iu  all — truth  is  the  one  great  rclation  in  all,  b©*y 
tween  m  as  knowing,  and  all  things  as  capable  of  beiug  kuowi: 
Upon  our  ability  to  perceive  tlie  true,  to  comprehend  it  as  manitl 
fested,  aiiJ  to  use  it  according  to  its  own  glorious  nature,  every] 
issue  of  our  rational  and  moral  nature  depends.      Knowledge^.] 
culture,  power,  advancement— each  according  to  its  kind,  ao4] 
after  its  manner — '>>ught  to  follow  the  reception  of  its  natural  ali- 
ment by  the  soul,  as  bealth,  and  beauty,  and  strength  follow  the! 
proper  nourishment  of  the  body.     And  these  triumphs  of  feeble  j 
man,  as  he  discovers,  and  comprehcuJs^  and  accords  with  the] 
lawgiver  of  the  universe,  ought  to  increase  his  dominion  over  na- 
ture— ought  to  advance  his  power  iu  all  that  is  good,  and  great 
and  useful,  and  beautiful — ought  to  secure  his  high  personal  de-J 
velopment  and  public  freedom  and  civilization^ught  to  fit  and 
incite  him  to  higher  endeavours  for  the  good  of  his  fellow-menl 
and  the  glory  of  God — ought  to  bless,  and  purify,  and  exalt  hi 
both  in  this  life  and  in  the  life  to  come.     It  is  not  by  doDyii 
God  and  casting  him  off — that  progress  is  possible  :  it  is  by 
covering  him  and  being  conformed  unto  him.     To  be  lawless^ 
to  us,  not  freedom,  but  perdition — and  to  the  universe  it  is  an 
nihilation. 

4.  It  is  when  we  extricate  ourselves  from  every  thing  but  the^ 
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consideration  of  the  moral  aspect  of  our  beings  that  these  uni- 
versal truths  apply  with  the  most  intense  emphasis.  It  is  in  the 
moral  relations  of  truth^  that  the  true  becomes  the  good,  and 
reaches  the  highest  elevation  attainable  in  such  a  condition  as 
COTS.  And  in  what  respect  do  those  great  regulative  principles 
of  universal  morality,  which  the  Creator  and  lawgiver  of  the  uni- 
verse has  established,  diflFer,  as  to  their  origin,  their  perpetuity, 
and  their  unalterable  nature,  from  all  other  laws  according  to 
which  he  has  created  the  universe,  and  under  which  he  sustains 
and  governs  it  ?  That  there  are  such  laws  of  universal  morality, 
we  have  all  the  evidence  we  have  that  any  other  laws  exist  in  the 
universe  ;  and  that  they  are  of  perpetual  force,  we  have  all  the 
evidence  we  have  concerning  all  other  laws  of  God,  which  enter 
fundamentally  into  the  essence  of  things  ;  and  that  man  as  the 
peculiar  subject  of  these  laws  is  unavoidably  obliged  to  recognize 
and  obey  them,  we  have  all  the  evidence  wo  have  that  the  pecu- 
liar subjects  of  all  other  laws  of  God  are  absolutely  bound  and 
controlled  by  them.  But  in  this  case,  besides  having  all  the  evi- 
dence that  exists  with  respect  to  every  other  universal  law  of 
God — and  all  the  means  of  ascertaining  what  these  laws  are,  that 
exist  with  reference  to  the  rest ;  there  are  other  sources  of  evi- 
dence concerning  the  existence,  the  nature,  and  the  obligation 
of  these,  altogether  peculiar  to  them,  and  altogether  overwhelm- 
ing. In  the  first  place,  God  in  the  very  creation  of  man,  wrote 
these  laws  in  his  nature  so  incffaceably,  that  the  ruin  of  the  race 
by  the  fall  did  not  wholly  efface  them.  In  the  second  place,  the 
very  object  of  the  Covenant  of  Works  was  to  exalt  man  into  a 
condition  in  which  the  whole  race,  by  a  covenanted  right,  should 
live  in  the  perpetual  security,  felicity,  and  purity  of  a  perfect 
conformity  to  these  laws.  In  the  third  place,  the  existence  of 
these  laws  is  a  fact  of  positive  and  repeated  revelation  by  God  to 
man — a  summary  of  them,  as  written  in  man's  nature  when  he 
was  created,  was  afterwards  spoken  by  God,  and  written  on  tables 
of  stone  by  his  own  finger,  and  made  the  basis  of  his  written 
revelation  of  his  will — and  the  whole  way  of  life  whereby  it  was 
ever  possible  for  man  to  have  peace  with  Gt)d  always  involved 
them  as  the  rule  of  it.  In  the  fourth  place,  God  has  endowed 
man  with  a  conscience  accusing  or  else  excusing  him,  with  refer- 
ence exclusively  to  his  moral  conduct  and  nature — and  in  con- 
nection with  the  state  and  operations  of  this  moral  faculty,  the 
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'  relations  of  every  human  being  towards  Gk)d  are  determined — 

I  and  are  felt  by  every  one  to  be  so  both  really  and  righteously.    In 
the  fifth  pkcc,  the  work  of  New  Creation  in  man  by  the  Spirit 
[  of  God,  has  direct  relation  to  the  Moral  Law^ — and  the  renewed 
I  soul  haa  no  characteristic  more  decisive  of  its  increased  conformity 
to  God,  than  the  restoration  to  it,  throngh  divine  grace,  of  con- 
formity to  liis  moral  image.'     If  then,  upon  the  evidences  which 
are  common  to  all  the  laws  of  God,  and  under  which  no  one  is 
I  capable  of  disallowing  any  of  the  rest — we  are  forced  to  allow  the 
I  existence  of  his  Moral  Law^  which  m  hia  tmnscendent  law — and 

I  to  admit  our  unavoidable  subjection  to  it :  how  incalculable,  may 

I I  not  add  how  sublime,  does  the  certainty  of  it  and  the  glory  of 
I  it  becoraej  when  wo  consider  those  [jniofa  and  manifestations  of 

it,  which  are  peculiarly  its  own  !    Thou  hast  magnified  thy  word 
I — says  David — above  all  (liy  name  V     Surely  such  renown  was 
I  never  put  on  any  thing  beaides — that  the  Son  of  God  should  die 
upon  the  cross,  to  magnify  it  and  make  it  honourable  !* 

5.  The  supremacy  of  the  moral  senae  in  fldlen  man,  and  the 
supremacy  of  the  moral  law  in  the  universe,  eonatitute  that  fear- 
ful problem  of  a  guilty  race  baatcning  to  deserved  perdition — • 
manifesting  its  sense  of  its  guilt  by  every  invention  through 
which  it  seeks  to  propitiate  God^  and  yet  coutinuaDy  heaping  up 
for  itself  wrath  against  the  day  of  wratk  It  is  God  who  haa 
found  a  way  to  solve  this  problem,  in  auch  a  manner  as  to  secure 
at  once  the  highest  gloiy  of  hia  name,  and  the  highest  blessed- 
ness of  his  fallen  creatures.  Not  by  changing,  in  the  slightest 
degree^  the  nature  of  his  rigliteous  law,  or  reducing  in  the  small- 
est particular  its  claims  upon  us,  and  its  dominion  over  us.  Not, 
on  the  other  hand,  by  mitigating  in  the  least  the  enormity  of 
our  guiltj  or  reversing  the  just  judgment  of  our  conscience  against 
oui-selves.  But  by  bringing  in  and  working  out  for  us,  through 
the  incarnation,  obedience j  and  sacrifice  of  his  only  begotten  Son, 
an  infinite  and  everlasting  righteousness — transcending  all  that 
his  law  demanded  of  us  ;  and  by  restoring  us  through  liis  Spirit, 
by  a  new  and  heavenly  birtli,  to  a  higher  participation  of  him  than 
we  possessed  before  our  fall  It  is  we  that  are  changed  in  our 
nature  and  in  our  estate  :  God  haa  not  changed — ^the  supremacy 
of  conscience  abides,  the  supremacy  of  the  moral  law  abides ;  but 

1  G^n.^  I  21j  ii  8-11^  Exod,  xx-;  ttom.^  ii.  11-16;  Epk^  iv.  17-^3, 
•  Paalm  cxxxvuL  2,  "  laaiali,  xliL  21, 
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it  18  coDScieoce  enlightened  and  purified  by  the  Spirit  and  word 
of  Gtod — ^it  is  the  law  satisfied  by  the  obedience  and  sacrifice  of 
Christy  whose  righteousness  is  both  imputed  to  us  and  wrought 
in  us — it  is  the  supreme  triumph  of  infinite  rectitude  and  grace 
combined. 

6.  In  all  thiSy  two  things  are  pre-eminent :  our  restoration  to 
the  moral  image  of  God  as  the  matter  of  our  salvation,  and  the 
work  of  redemption  by  Jesus  Christ  as  the  method  of  it.  In 
both^  the  existence,  the  perfection,  the  supremacy  of  the  moral 
law  are  fundamentally  involved,  and  the  moral  perfections  of 
God  are  those  which  are  conspicuously  exhibited.  The  form, 
therefore,  in  which  universal  morality  has  been  always  binding 
upon  our  fallen  race,  had  direct  relation  to  the  Son  of  God  as  the 
Saviour  of  the  worid  ;  the  supremacy  of  that  law,  independently 
of  him,  necessarily  involved  the  destruction  of  the  transgressor, 
and  the  supremacy  of  conscience  availed  only  as  the  testimony 
of  our  soul  to  the  righteousness  of  our  condemnation.  In  like 
manner,  the  only  form  in  which  conformity  to  the  moral  law  was 
ever  possible  to  fallen  man,  and  the  purity  and  felicity  which 
attend  upon  obedience  to  it  were  ever  attainable  by  any  trans- 
gressor, was  through  our  union  with  him  who  was  delivered  for 
our  offences,  and  was  raised  again  for  our  justification.*  The 
keeping  of  the  commandments  of  God,  the  New  Creature,  and 
that  faith  which  works  by  love,  have  always  been  inseparable  :* 
and  the  righteousness  which  is  of  God,  by  faith  in  Jesus  Christ, 
is  the  only  righteousness  attainable  by  fallen  man,  which  is  com- 
jMitible  with  wisdom,  sanctification,  and  redemption.'  If,  there- 
fore, the  knowledge  of  what  is  at  once  unchangeably  true  and 
unalterably  good,  and  the  practice  of  what  is  at  once  universally 
right,  obligatory,  and  blessed,  be  any  part,  much  less  the  sum,  of 
that  universal  morality  of  which  God  is  at  once  the  fountain  and 
the  lawgiver ;  then  it  is  inconceivable  that  dependent  creatures, 
who  are  also  fallen  and  depraved  sinners,  can  adequately  know 
or  adequately  do  what  is  required  in  order  to  their  acceptance 
with  God ;  unless  they  be  furnished  by  God  himself  with  an  in- 
fallible rule  of  all  truth  and  all  duty  needful  for  their  salvation, 
and  unless  they  be  provided  by  God  himself  with  light  and  power 
adequate  to  the  discovery,  the  comprehension,  and  the  use  of 

*  Rom^  iv.  26.  •  1  Ck)r.,  vil  19;  Gal.,  v.  6;  vL  15. 

»  PhiL,  uL  9 ;  1  Oor,  L  30;  2  Cor.,  v.  21. 
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that  divine  rule  of  truth  and  duty.  And  from  the  first  promise 
of  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  through  the  whole  life  of  the  human 
race,  this  has  been  the  need  of  man,  and  the  supply  of  that  need 
the  course  of  divine  grace.  Instead  of  obscuring  these  simple 
and  august  truths,  it  magnifies  and  exalts  them,  that  the  cost  at 
which  they  have  been  practically  wrought  out  has  been  so  amaz- 
ing— that  the  divine  perfections  have  been  so  illustrated,  and  the 
divine  glory  so  augmented  by  the  display  of  those  perfections  to 
the  universe — and  that  the  redemption,  the  purification,  and  the 
everlasting  glory  and  blessedness  of  lost  sinners  have  been  the 
fruits  of  God's  sovereign  grace  ! 

7.  In  the  treatise  on  the  Knowledge  of  God,  Objectively 
Considered,  I  have  devoted  one  Book  to  the  consideration  of  the 
sources  of  our  Knowledge  of  God,  and  to  what  was  designed 
to  be  an  exhaustive  statement  of  the  manifestations  which  he 
makes  of  himself  to  man.  Except  as  God  manifests  himself  to 
man,  he  is  not  a  subject  of  human  knowledge :  in  whatever 
manner  he  does  manifest  himself  to  man,  we  are  under  the  high- 
est obligations  to  use  all  diligence  that  we  may  apprehend 
him,  and  become  conformable  unto  him  as  known.  Supposing 
him  to  be  known — and  I  think  I  have  proved  that  he  may  be 
known  with  infallible  certainty  unto  salvation — then,  as  I  have 
also  proved,  Lis  will  made  known  to  us  considered  simply  as  he 
is  our  God  and  we  are  his  creatures,  and  still  more  his  will  con- 
cerning us  considered  as  he  is  our  Saviour  and  we  are  his  sinful 
creatures — becomes  an  absolute  and  infiillible  rule  of  all  duty  to 
us,  as  the  knowledge  derived  from  him,  through  the  manifesta- 
tions he  makes  of  himself  to  us,  is  supreme  and  infallible  truth. 
In  God  himself,  therefore,  the  sum  of  all  truth  and  all  goodness, 
and  the  fountain  of  both  to  all  creatures,  we  his  sinful  creatures 
are  to  seek,  and  may  find,  an  infallible  rule  concerning  all  that 
man  ought  to  believe  concerning  him,  and  also  concerning  all 
duty  required  by  him  of  man.  It  is  easy  to  be  understood  that 
the  very  multiplicity  of  the  ways  in  which  the  Knowledge  of  God 
is  attainable  by  man,  may  be  abused  by  us  in  our  blindness,  our 
ignorance,  our  inattention,  and  our  depravity,  to  our  own  confu- 
sion and  perplexity — setting  one  manifestation  of  God  against 
another,  confronting  one  exhibition  of  his  nature  and  will  against 
another,  armying  one  record  of  eternal  truth  against  another.  It 
is  easy  to  understand  how  this  should  be  done  with  design,  through 


OBAP.  XTIU.]         THB    INFALLIBLE    BULB.  858 

the  wickedness  of  man,  and  how  it  should  be  done  through  igno- 
rance and  mistake  even  with  the  design  of  honouring  God  ;  and 
tbe  history  of  all  human  conduct,  belief,  and  speculation,  is 
crowded  with  examples  in  both  kinds.  That  we  may  go  astray 
even  when  we  profess  to  take  God  for  our  teacher,  need  not  be 
denied  ;  but  that  we  need  not  do  so  in  the  matter  of  salvation, 
seeing  how  God  has  taught  us,  is  equally  sure.  What  we  practi- 
cally need  is  the  reduction  into  a  form — divinely  certain  and 
divinely  authoritative — of  this  knowledge  of  God  concerning  the 
trae  and  the  good,  unto  our  own  salvation  ;  a  rule  in  this  sense, 
whereby  we  may  assuredly  believe  according  to  the  infallible 
teaching  of  God,  assuredly  live  according  to  the  infinitely  right- 
eous and  omnipotent  will  of  God ;  and  so  believing  and  living, 
may  have  peace  with  our  own  conscience  and  with  God,  and  may 
obtain  everlasting  life.  Thanks  to  the  infinite  faithfulness  and 
condescension  of  Qt)d,  we  have  such  a  form,  such  a  rule,  of  truth 
and  duty ! 

8.  Supposing  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments 
to  be  what  they  purport  to  be — they  contain  a  divine  revelation, 
and  are  themselves  a  divine  revelation,  of  all  that  man  needs  to 
know,  and  all  that  man  needs  to  be  and  do,  in  order  to  escape 
pnnishment  for  his  sins,  obtain  the  favour  of  God,  and  inherit 
everlasting  blessedness.'  That  these  divine  records  are  what  they 
claim  to  be,  has  been  accepted  as  unquestionable  by  every  right- 
eons  man  who  ever  came  to  the  knowledge  of  them,  from  the  first 
uttering  of  them  to  the  present  moment.  That  they  are  so,  I 
have  incidentally  advanced,  throughout  this  Treatise  and  the 
one  preceding  it,  many  considerations  which  seemed  to  me  con- 
clusive— and  I  purpose,  in  another  place,  to  condense  the  proof 
into  a  formal  statement.  In  them,  therefore,  is  that  absolute 
truth  unto  salvation,  besides  which  no  truth  unto  salvation  exists 
— and  that  absolute  and  unchangeable  morality,  besides  which 
God  requires  of  man  no  moral  act.  In  them,  the  will  of  God 
concerning  fallen  men  in  the  matter  of  salvation,  is  revealed  to 
oar  faith  with  absolute  certainty,  infallible  truth,  and  divine  au- 
thority. Whatever  knowledge  of  God  is  attainable  by  man 
through  all  other  manifestations  of  himself  to  man,  so  far  as  any 
of  it  is  indispensable  to  salvation,  is  reiterated  in  these  inspired 
writings :  and  creation,  and  providence,  and  the  human  soul^ 

'  Iniah,  yiH.  20;  2  Tim.,  iiL,  16,  16;  2  Pet,  L  19,  20. 
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nay^  even  the  Word  made  Flesh,  and  the  author  of  the  New 
CieaiioD— which  I  have  proved  are,  besides  the  inspired  word, 
the  renuuQing  manifestations  of  God,  are  therein  fnlly  explicated 
by  Qod,  with  reference  to  the  matter  of  onr  fisuth,  our  duty,  and 
oar  salvation.  This  is  the  aspect  in  which  the  question  of  a  per- 
fect rule  of  faith  and  obedience— in  other  words  the  question  of 
truth  and  goodness— of  knowledge  and  of  moral  duty— presents 
itself,  under  the  GK)spel  Church  State,  to  a  race  of  fiillen  men,  of 
whom  the  grand  necessities  are  declnred  to  be,  Bepentance  toiraid 
Ghxl,  aod  Faith  toward  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ'  This  is  the  as- 
pect in  which  that  same  supreme  question  is  presented  to  peni- 
tent and  believing  sinners,  followers  of  the  Son  of  GK)d,  to  whom 
the  constant  exhortation  is.  Grow  in  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge 
of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.*  It  seems  to  me  impoa- 
sible  to  doubt,  that  under  the  principles  discussed  and  the  fiusts 
proved,  the  result  is  demonstrated.  There  are  laws  pervading 
the  universe — amongst  the  rest  moral  laws :  these  laws  imply 
God  the  lawgiver  and  man  the  self-conscious  subject  of  them : 
these  laws  are  the  infallible  and  unalterable  rule  of  all  moral  con- 
duct— and  all  transgressors  must  perish  under  them :  but  if  all 
men — being  fallen — are  transgressors,  and  God  in  infinite  morcy 
reveals  a  Saviour  to  them — and  therewith  restates  his  Moral  Law, 
unid  makes  plain  its  relation  to  the  great  salvation,  and  to  Faith 
in  the  divine  Saviour :  then  that  permanent  revelation  becomes 
the  pcifect  rule,  at  once  of  Faith  and  of  Obedience  to  fallen  men : 
it  is  the  exclusive  and  infallible  guide  in  all  divine  truth  and  all 
morality,  unto  salvation.  What  makes  the  point  demonstrated 
as  efficacious  as  it  is  clear  and  precise,  is  that  these  same  Scrip- 
tures reveal  to  us  a  divine  interpreter  of  their  sense,  a  divine 
enforcer  of  their  power,  a  divine  agent  in  their  effectual  and 
saving  application  to  our  souls,  a  divine  witness  to  their  truth 
and  to  the  blessedness  they  not  only  reveal,  but  convey.  Im- 
pregnable in  their  outward  evidences,  irresistible  in  their  inward 
evidences — we  pass  to  a  still  higher  domain  of  certainty  and  con- 
viction, when  through  the  Spirit  of  Gk)d  abiding  in  the  renewed 
soul,  the  truth  of  God  becomes  the  very  life  of  it,  through  the 
unction,  the  demonstration  and  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost* 
II. — 1.  These  blessed  Scriptures,  thus  shown  to  be  the  In&l- 

1  Acts,  XX.  21.  »  1  Peter,  ill  IS. 

^  Ezek.,  zxxYL  26,  27  ;  Rom.,  viil  9-17  ;  John,  ziv.  15-27, 
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liblc  Rule  of  our  Faith  and  ObedieDce,  teach  us  with  great  dear- 
nefls  that  being  the  dependent  and  fallen  creatures  of  an  infi- 
nitely good,  wise,  powerful,  holy,  just  and  true  God — our  Ore- 
ator,  benefactor,  lawgiver,  redeemer,  and  judge,  the  chief  end  of 
our  existence  is,  to  glorify  him  and  to  enjoy  him  for  ever.*  That 
he  will  glorify  himself,  one  how  or  other,  by  us  and  by  all  the 
works  of  his  hands,  he  has  told  us  plainly — nor  can  any  one 
imagine  any  other  result  to  be  possible.'  But  there  is  an  amazing 
difference  between  being  made  through  our  sins  monuments  of 
the  infinite  justice  of  Gk)d,  to  the  praise  of  his  glory  ;  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  illustrating  the  riches  of  his  glory  as  vessels  of 
mercy,  by  such  lives  as  become  penitent  and  believing  followers 
of  his  only  begotten  8on.»  Nor  is  it  a  light  thing  to  note,  that 
the  enjoyment  of  God  by  us  is  indissolubly  united  with  that  ser- 
vice of  him  and  that  conformity  to  him,  whereby  his  glory  is  il- 
lostrated  and  promoted.  The  knowledge,  therefore,  which  we 
need  in  order  to  accomplish  the  chief  end  of  our  existence  by  glo- 
rifying and  enjoying  God  ;  is  summarily  comprehended  in  know- 
ing what  is  true  concerning  God,  and  in  knowing  what  his  will  is 
concerning  us.  It  is  this  which  the  Scriptures  principally  teach 
— ^their  very  sum  being,  what  man  ought  to  believe  concerning 
God,  and  what  duty  God  requires  of  man.^  That  we  have  all 
sinned  and  come  short  of  the  glory  of  God,  and  are  sunk  into 
blindness  and  ignorance  of  divine  things,  and  are  naturally  de- 
praved and  averse  to  what  is  spiritually  true  and  good,  and  are 
under  the  dominion  of  divers  lusts  and  many  evil  passions  ;  are 
but  terrible  facts,  making  more  clearly  manifest  our  need  of  such 
a  light  and  such  a  power,  as  God  has  provided  for  us  in  his  blessed 
word.  However  miserable  our  estate  and  our  way  may  be — here 
is  a  lamp  unto  our  feet,  a  light  upon  our  path,  the  man  of  our 
secret  counsel :  and  it  is  a  true  saying,  and  worthy  of  all  accep- 
tation, that  Jesus  Christ,  whom  those  Scriptures  reveal,  came 
into  the  world  to  save  sinners — even  the  chief.  Nor  does  the 
helpless  guilt  into  which  we  are  plunged— <lisabling  us  in  our 
own  strength,  either  to  accept  the  divine  teachings  which  would 
make  us  wise  unto  salvation,  or  to  reap  that  great  reward  which 
attends  the  keeping  of  the  divine  commandments  ;  shut  us  out 
from  the  hope  of  glorifying  and  enjoying  God,  except  as  we  reject 

»  Rom.,  XL  36;  1  Cor^  x.  81 ;  Ps.  Ixxiii.  20-26;  John,  xviL  22-24. 

*ProT.,  xtL4.    'Rom,  ix.  22,  23.     <  John,  xx.  31;  2  Tim.,  I  13;  Pa.  cxiz.  106. 
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him  who  is  the  ead  of  the  law  itself  for  righteoiwneMj  and  who 
is  the  wavj  the  truth,  aod  the  life/  It  is  he  alone  wh<»  ban  glo- 
rified God  by  a  perfect  obedience :  it  is  he  alone  who  is  the  truth  : 
it  18  in  him  alone  that  the  true  and  the  good  are  made  a?ai1alile 
to  ns.  Ah  long  as  his  words  remain,  All  that  the  Father  g-iveth 
me,  shall  corae  to  me  ;  and  him  that  cometli  to  me,  1  will  in  no 
wise  cast  out  ;*  every  true  disciple  of  his  shonld  he  ashamed  of 
his  unworthy  doubts  and  fears,  and  every  hnmble  seeker  of  him 
should  blush  at  his  unbelief* 

2.  Considering  the  Seriptures  as  the  perpetual  and  intallible 
rule,  in  general,  of  what  all  men  ought  to  believe  concerning 
God,  and  in  particularj  as  a  similar  rule  of  the  faith  of  all  Chrin- 
tians  ;  the  light  in  which  they  present  themselves  would  seem  to 
be  too  clear  to  allow  the  possibility  of  doubt— if  the  world  had 
not  been  filled  with  dishonouring  allegations  of  their  insufficiency 
for  such  a  purpose.  I  omit  to  say  any  thing  here,  of  the  ability 
of  God  to  make  himself  intelligible  to  mun :  I  omit  all  proof 
that  he  hinifielf  exhorts  and  commands  us  to  accept  and  believe 
his  word,  as  a  way  of  life  perfectly  clear  and  sure  :  I  omit  any 
use  of  the  overwhelming  demons! ration,  that  from  the  beginning 
of  time  thia  way  of  life  has  been  accepted  and  understood  in  ex- 
actly the  same  sense^  as  to  every  thing  these  Scriptures  declare 
to  be  essential  to  sulvationj  by  every  human  being  who,  there 
any  reason  to  believe,  was  ever  saved/  ^Vhat  supersedes,  ti 
this  placCj,  the  necessity  of  urging  any  other  consideration — i» 
the  subject-matter  itself,  \'iewed  as  an  object  of  humon  know'* 
ledge.  The  teachings  of  the  Scriptures,  touching  faith  and  touch^ 
ing  morals,  are  widely  distinct  in  their  essential  nature. 
Moral  Law,  as  has  been  shown,  was  writ  fen  on  the  soul  of  man 
at  his  creation  :  the  sacred  writings,  as  has  been  shown,  do  not 
change  this  law — they  restate  it,  enforce  its  obligation  by  addii 
the  expn^ss  to  the  natnml  authority  of  God,  and  explain  its  rela- 
tions to  the  plan  of  salvation — the  relations  of  morality  to  grace 
But  the  grace — the  faith — the  salvation  with  which  the  word  i 
God  is  replenished— every  thing  that  makes  it  a  Gospel — the 
power  of  God  unto  salvation  :  none  of  them  were  written  on  the 
soul  of  man  at  his  creation — none  of  tliera  were  embraced  even 
in  the  Covenant  of  Woeks.  All — absolutely  all— are  matters  of 
pure  Revelation,  Touching  the  whole  Plan  of  Salvation  by  Jesua 
»  Rom.,  ac  10 ;  Joim,  riT,  8,  »  John,  tL  37.  »  2  Tinu  liL  14-11. 
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Christ — ^touching  all  that  is  known  conoeming  God  by  means  of 
the  Berelation  of  this  plan — ^touching  the  entire  relations  of  sal- 
vation by  grace  to  the  moral  law,  as  well  as  to  every  thing  else 
in  the  nniyerso  ;  all  the  knowledge  that  man  ever  possessed,  is 
revealed  knowledge — and  is  contained  in  the  sacred  Scriptures. 
It  is  all  knowledge  which  transcends  human  knowledge ;  Gk>d 
alone  possessed  it — he  alone  could  reveal  it  Of  two  things, 
therefore,  one  is  unavoidable.  Either  the  whole  of  what  purports 
to  be  a  divine  Revelation  of  a  new  and  living  way,  whereby  life 
and  immortality  are  brought  to  light  through  the  word  of  Grod, 
and  all  the  pretended  knowledge  of  God  and  of  salvation  con- 
nected therewith,  is  one  vast  and  absolute  imposture  ;  or,  being 
true,  real,  and  divine,  it  is  itself  the  absolute  and  infallible  rule 
of  belief  in  all  that  it  reveals,  and  all  men,  in  general,  must  ac- 
cept it  as  such,  and  Christians,  in  particular,  must  receive  it  as 
the  sole  ground  and  rule  of  Faith  unto  salvation.  It  is  true 
there  is  an  infallible  interpreter  of  it :  but  he  is  the  Holy  Ghost, 
who  is  the  author  of  it  all.  It  is  true,  each  rational  being,  using 
his  best  endeavours,  and  seeking  the  promised  divine  assistance, 
must  determine,  for  himself,  the  sense  of  the  word.  But  this  he 
would  have  to  do,  if  God  spoke  to  him  face  to  face  ;  this,  he  will 
be  obliged  to  do  concerning  the  final  sentence  which  will  be 
passed  on  him ;  this,  he  cannot  avoid,  without  abnegating  his 
rational  and  moral  nature — and  staking  eternal  life  on  a  creature 
like  himself,  rather  than  on  the  God  who  created  him,  the  Sa- 
viour who  redeemed  him,  and  the  Spirit  who  sanctifies  him. 

8.  When  we  reflect  that  the  very  possibility  of  religion  de- 
pends on  the  existence  of  our  personal  intelligenct'  and  accounta- 
bility, and  consider  that  truth  is  the  natural  aliment  of  the  human 
understanding,  and  that  the  pursuit,  the  acquisition,  and  the  en- 
joyment of  it,  are  the  fittest  occupation  and  chief  glory  of  our 
nature  ;  how  greatly  should  we  magnify  the  name  of  GK)d,  for 
that  he  has  opened  to  us  the  very  fountain  of  eternal  truth,  and 
revealed  it  to  us  in  himself,  so  that  there — precisely  where  wo 
were  most  in  darkness,  and  where  it  most  behooved  us  to  get 
knowledge,  the  soul  is  delivered  from  its  bondage,  and  God,  who 
commanded  the  light  to  shine  out  of  darkness,  hath  shined  in  our 
hearts  to  give  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in 
the  face  of  Jesus  Christ.  That  we  have  this  treasure  in  earthen 
vesaelSyOnly  makes  it  the  more  evident  that  the  excellency  of  the 
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power  if  of  QoA,  and  not  of  us.  This  muiifiBstation  of  tho  traih 
oon^t  to  commend  itself  to  every  man's  conscience,  in  the  sight 
of  Qod.  Bat  if  our  gospel  be  hid,  it  is  hid  to  them  that  are  lost: 
in  whom  the  god  of  this  world  hath  blinded  the  minds  of  them 
which  believe  not,  lest  the  light  of  the  glorious  (}ospel  of  Christy 
who  is  the  image  of  God,  should  shine  into  them.'  To  believe 
any  thing  that  is  not  true  upon  any  subject  whatever,  is  always 
a  manifold  evil  to  us,  and  is  always  a  proof  of  the  weakness  of 
our  fiillen  nature.  But  to  believe  what  is  false  concerning  Qod 
himself,  who  is  the  sum  of  all  truth,  is  an  evil  the  whole  exteot 
of  which  we  do  not  state,  when  we  say  that  in  this  way  the 
very  end  of  our  being,  in  glorifying  and  enjoying  him,  is  most 
thoroughly  frustrated.*  On  the  other  hand.  This,  says  the  Be- 
deemer,  is  eternal  life,  that  they  might  know  thee,  the  only  true 
Gk)d,  and  Jesus  Christ  whom  thou  hast  sent.'  These  Scriptures^ 
therefore,  the  repository  of  that  saving  knowledge,  and  the  reootd 
of  that  eternal  life  to  which  it  conducts  us,  are  the  power  of  Ood 
unto  salvation  to  everyone  that  believetb.*  And  concerning  their 
efBlcacy  in  making  us  wise  uato  salvation,  he  who  judged  himself 
to  have  been  the  chief  of  sinners,  and  whom  Gk)d  has  made  one 
of  the  most  illustriou8  chaDQcIs  of  conveying  divine  knowledge 
to  man,  declares  that  the  word  of  God  is  quick  and  powerful, 
and  sharper  than  any  two-edged  sword,  piercing  even  to  the 
dividing  asunder  of  soul  and  spirit,  and  of  the  joints  and  mar- 
row, and  is  a  discerner  of  the  thoughts  and  intents  of  the  heart.* 
They  who,  in  the  greatness  of  their  gifts  and  their  attainments, 
perceive  the  most  clearly  those  boundaries  within  whieh  human 
knowledge  is  circumscribed,  are  the  readiest  to  acknowledge  our 
need  of  the  revelation  which  God  has  given  us  concerning  divine 
things :  and  they  who  have  searched  the  deepest  into  this  ex- 
haustless  store  of  divine  knowledge  and  wisdom,  are  the  last  to 
claim  that  without  it  they  could  have  found  the  way  of  life,  or 
that  without  it  they  can  now  walk  in  the  way  it  hjus  disclosed. 
What  marvel  is  there  that  the  Christian  loves  his  Bible  with  a 
fervour,  which  not  even  an  enthusiast  in  his  devotion  to  any  other 
truth  can  comprehend  ?  Has  it  not  made  God,  of  whom  he  had 
some  dim  conceptions  before,  perfectly  known  to  him,  as  the 
fountain  of  all  truth,  all  goodness,  all  glory,  all  blessedness,  and 

*  2  Cor.,  \y.  2-7.  *  Paalm  I..  21,  22 ;  Prov.,  xiv.  12 ;  xvL  26. 

'  John,  xriL  3.  <  John,  t.  39;  Bom.,  I  16.  •  Heh.,  iv.  12. 
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as  BQch  his  Qod  in  Christ  ?  Has  it  not  made  Christ,  of  whom, 
independently  of  revelation,  he  knew  nothing,  and  in  whom  at 
first  he  saw  no  beauty  that  he  should  desire  him,  perfectly  known 
to  him  as  the  Saviour  of  his  soul,  and  his  satisfying  and  eternal 
portion  ?  Has  it  not  taught  him  truths  so  high,  so  precious,  an 
fnll,  so  certain,  so  wonderful,  that  all  things  are  become  new,  and 
that  in  their  mighty  working  in  him  by  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  he  also  himself  has  become  a  new  creature  ?  Has  it  not 
been  unto  him  as  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  by  which  mighty  victo- 
ries have  been  won  in  him,  and  won  through  him,  and  by  which 
mighty  victories  are  still  to  be  won — conquering  and  to  conquer? 
Surely  there  is  no  marvel  in  such  confidence  and  love  :  but  there 
is  wondrous  proof  therein.  Whether  this  divine  word  be  the  in- 
fallible teacher  as  to  what  we  ongbt  to  believe  and  do,  let  the 
countless  millions  of  redeemed  souls  attest,  whose  faith  and  new 
obedience  it  was  the  instrument  to  beget,  the  means  to  nourish, 
and  the  rule  to  direct.  And  then  let  the  universe  be  searched  for 
a  single  soul,  that  knows  the  true  God  and  Jesus  Christ  whom  he 
has  sent,  irrespective  of  the  divine  truth  herein  revealed ;  or  whose 
fiiith  and  life,  guided  by  any  other  rule,  availed  to  save  him  from 
the  wrath  to  come. 

4.  It  is  not  possible  to  conceive  of  any  thing  as  good,  irre- 
spective of  its  nature  as  true  also  ;  so  that  evangelical  righteous- 
ness has  its  root  in  revealed  truth,  no  less  really  than  universal 
morality  has  its  root  in  truth  cognizable  to  man  as  he  was  cre- 
ated. The  performance  of  duty  cannot  precede  knowledge — 
knowledge  cannot  precede  truth — obedience  cannot  exist  inde- 
pendently of  belief.  Without  holiness  no  man  shall  see  God  :* 
but  yet  it  is  after  God  that  the  new  man  is  created  in  the  holi- 
ness of  truth  :*  and,  therefore,  it  is  through  the  righteousness  of 
faith  that  sinners  are  saved,  and  become  heirs  of  all  the  promises :' 
and  that  is  a  righteousness  which  is  itself  revealed,  from  faith  to 
faith.^  Not  only,  therefore,  are  the  Scriptures  the  rule  of  all 
belief  touching  divine  things,  as  has  been  proved  ;  but,  explicitly, 
both  from  the  nature  of  the  case  and  from  their  own  express 
statements,  the  truth  they  reveal,  and  the  faith  they  require,  un- 
derlie the  whole  of  that  New  Obedience  they  exact,  and  are  the 
foundation  of  it.    In  the  perfect  state  of  man,  to  say,  do  and 

»  Heb^  xU.  14.  •  Eph.,  iv.  24;  iL  10. 
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Ihm,  might  bring  eternal  life  within  reach  of  him  who  already  knew 
QoL  Bnt  to  man,  &llen  and  ignoiant  of  QoA,  do  other  w»y  of 
IUb  18  possible,  except  that  the  just  shall  Uyo  by  fiiith.*  The  die*: 
tiiietioii  iavolvee  the  whole  diflerence  between  the  OoTenant  of 
Oraoe,  on  one  side,  and  the  Corenant  of  Works  and  the  primofil 
atite  of  man,  on  the  other.  To  the  sinner,  obedience  to  Gkd 
neither  is,  nor  can  be,  the  ground  of  his  interest  in  God :  it  ia 
the  fruit  and  evidence  of  that  interest.'  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God,* 
mft  the  words  with  which  (jk>d  prefiuses  the  Moral  Law,  whidi  ia 
the  mle  of  all  obedience :  it  is  because  OkA  is  the  Loid,  and  oar 
Qod  and  Redeemer,  that  we  are  bound  to  keep  all  his  commaad* 
VMBts.  The  part  of  sinners  is  to  accept  the  Saviour  sent  of  GM, 
and  the  eternal  life  revealed  in  him ;  and  then  the  ohedienoe 
wUoh  is  of  faith— embnicing  every  commandment  of  Qod,  ia  to 
be.acoomplished  throughout  their  whole  life  of  fiiith,  lepentanoe, 
thi^Bew  obedience,  good  works,  and  the  spiritual  warfare.,  Faithi 
igk  Ar  from  making  the  law  void,  estabh'shes  it*  For  it  is  Ohrist 
Joans  our  Saviour,  who  alone  has  perfectly  kept  the  law-^  ia 
the  Holy  Ghost  our  Comforter  and  Sancfifier,  who  inspiNNl  it 
all^  and  it  is  the  new  creature  alone  who  is  conformed  to  it.  The 
connection  between  the  true  Knowledge  of  God  and  true  ohedi- 
ence  to  his  holy  law,  between  the  faith  and  the  duty,  of  both  of 
which  the  Scriptures  are  the  perfect  rule — is  in  its  very  nature 
such  as  to  make  the  true  obedience — the  duty — wholly  impossi- 
ble irrespective  of  the  true  knowledge — the  faith.  Greatly,  there- 
fore, as  we  err  if  we  imagine  true  relij^on  to  be  possible,  independ- 
ently of  the  strict  observance  of  all  morality  ;  the  error  is  not 
less  grievous,  to  suppose  that  any  obedience  to  the  moral  law, 
which  will  avail  in  the  sight  of  God,  is  possible  to  us,  independ- 
ently of  that  knowledge  of  bim  which  is  revealed  in  Christ 
Jesua  In  effect,  it  is  the  Scriptures  alone  which  teach  us  this — 
and  through  them,  both  ways,  we  are  complete  in  him  who  is 
the  head  of  all  principality  and  power.'  By  union  and  commu- 
nion with  him,  we  are  made  partakers  of  the  riches  of  the  re- 
vealed grace  of  God,  in  the  kngwleilge  of  his  adorable  name,  and 
the  holiness  of  his  blessed  law.  It  is  thus  that  the  riches  of 
Christ  are  indeed  unsearchable.* 

I  Gal^  iil  8-14.  *  Rom.,  iii.  31 

•  1  John,  «L  3-6.  »  Col^  il  10. 
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&  Manifestly,  where  no  law  is,  there  is  no  transgression.' 
Manifestly  again,  whosoever  committeth  sin  transgresseth  also 
the  law :  for  sin  is  the  transgression  of  the  law.'  And  yet  once 
iiKHre,  manifestly,  all  unrighteousness  is  sin.*  These  propositions, 
each  one  of  which  is  precisely  asserted  by  God,  and  clear  to  hu- 
man reason  and  conscience,  are  decisive  of  the  whole  subject. 
Without  holiness  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord.^  But  whether  we 
be  considered  as  the  creatures  of  God,  or  as  sinners  redeemed  by 
the  blood  of  Christ,  it  is  mockery  of  God  to  suppose  we  can  enjoy 
hia  favour  while  we  lie  under  the  curse  of  his  law ;  and  it  is 
mockery  of  ns  to  say  we  can  have  any  fruition  of  him  while  our 
nature  revolts  at  that  which  he  requires  of  us,  and  is  prone  only 
to  that  which  is  forbidden  by  him.  Always,  therefore,  and  under 
all  possible  estates,  the  law  of  God  is  the  rule  of  life  and  death, 
the  rule  of  sin  and  holiness,  the  rule  of  happiness  and  misery 
note  u&  It  avails  nothing  to  say  we  are  fallen  and  cannot  keep 
the  law  :  that  only  renders  more  obvious  our  necessity  for  union 
with  Christ,  who  did  perfectly  keep  it  on  our  behalf.  It  avails 
nothing  to  urge  that  being  united  to  Christ,  it  is  the  righteous- 
nesB  of  faith  whereby  we  are  saved  :  for  the  New  Creature,  who 
alone  can  exercise  faith  in  Christ,  has  the  law  of  God  written 
anew  on  his  heart,  and  loves  that  law  and  abhors  himself  for  every 
transgression  of  it,  and  every  want  of  conformity  unto  it,  exactly 
in  proportion  to  his  growth  in  grace.  The  restoration  by  revela- 
tion from  heaven  of  the  knowledge  of  that  law  eflFaced  in  man  by 
the  fall,  was  an  act  of  God,  with  reference  to  the  law,  responsive 
to  his  act  restoring  man  to  the  lost  image  of  himself.  Both  acts 
appertain  to  the  Covenant  of  Grace — both  have  direct  relation  to 
true  religion  and  the  salvation  of  the  soul — and  the  impiety  is 
no  greater  to  deny  the  new  birth,  than  to  assert  that  the  new 
birth  is  irrespective  of  our  moral  nature  and  obligations.  Now  it 
is  in  the  divine  word  that  all  these  truths  are  made  known  unto  us 
— ^this  divine  restoration  of  man,  this  divine  restatement  of  the 
moral  law,  these  divine  relations  bcitween  the  one  and  the  other 
wonderful  work  of  God  :  and  in  it  they  are  so  made  known,  that, 
in  their  glorious  fulness,  they  become  the  Gospel  of  Christ— - 
which  is  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation.  There  only  is  a  divine 
Saviour  made  known  to  us,  in  whose  incarnation,  obedience,  and 
sacrifice,  a  divine  righteousness  is  attainable  by  us,  through  which 
*  Bom.,  iv.  16.  •  1  John,  iiL  4.  •  1  John,  v.  17.  *  Ileb.,  xiL  14. 
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oar  imperfect  obedience  it  acceptable  to  God ;  there  only  ia  a 
divine  agent  revealed  to  ns,  by  whom  a  righteooeneei  fittfa^^  «■ 
for  the  service  and  enjoyment  of  Qod  ie  wrought  in  ua,  then  rtrrj 
Scriptures  being,  as  has  been  proved,  the  instrument  of  the  sano* 
tifying  work  of  the  Holy  Ohost  If,  therefore,  any  reliance  is  to 
be  placed  on  the  express  deckrations  of  these  sacred  writings— 
or  on  the  knowledge  they  impart  to  us  concerning  Ckkl,  and  man, 
and  the  relations  between  them  ;  then  there  is  no  room  to  doabi 
that  the  invariable  judgment  and  experience  of  all  souls  troi^ 
enlightened  in  divine  things  are  just,  and  that  herein  is  delivei«d 
to  us  infidlibly,  the  sum  as  well  as  the  rule  both  of  obedience  and 
fiuth.  It  may  be  added  with  confidence,  that  the  clear  aooep* 
tation  of  the  divine  truths  revealed  to  our  fiiith,  and  the  living 
conformity  to  the  duties  divinely  required  of  us,  are  the  veij 
measure  of  the  power  of  the  divine  life  within  us. 

6.  I  have  spoken  with  particular  reference  to  the  moral  lair 
— and  more  generally  of  the  whole  will  of  Gh>d  no  matter  how  w« 
may  come  to  the  knowledge  of  it — and  very  specially  of  the 
written  revelation  of  the  divine  will,  as  containing  all  that  Gkid 
requires  man  to  believe  concorning  him,  and  the  whole  duty  that 
God  requires  of  man.  Those  positive  commands  and  ordinations 
of  God  which  he  has  at  any  time  made  knowD  to  man,  and  those 
intimations  of  his  will  through  his  infinite  providence,  which  con- 
tinually attend  the  progress  of  our  whole  race  and  that  of  every 
individual  of  it,  and  that  working  of  his  divine  Spirit  in  the  souls 
of  men,  which  is  so  specially  the  life  of  all  God's  children  and  so 
universally  the  scoff  of  every  form  of  unbelief:  all  these  will  be 
found  to  have  the  most  intimate  rehitions  with  each  other,  and  a 
perpetual  relevancy  to  that  unalterable  faith  and  morality,  the 
claims  of  which  and  the  rule  of  which  I  have  been  urging.  This 
renders  it  needless,  at  this  time,  to  enter  upon  the  discussion  of 
topics  so  numerous  and  so  great,  whose  special  exposition  belongs 
to  the  regular  ministrations  of  the  pulpit,  and  to  treatises  whose 
form  and  object  are  different  from  the  present  one.  I  have 
shown  in  a  previous  Treatise,  that  the  institution  of  the  Sabbath 
day  was  coeval  with  the  creation  of  man  ;  and  that  the  consecra- 
tion by  God  of  man,  to  his  special  service  and  enjoyment,  and  the 
consecration  of  the  seventh  day  with  special  reference  thereto, 
were  the  primeval  acts  of  God's  sovereign  goodness  in  the  way 
of  dominion  over  the  exalted  being  he  had  just  created  in  his  own 
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image.^  When,  so  many  ages  afterwards,  God  spoke  and  re~ 
corded  with  his  own  finger  on  tables  of  stone,  the  law  which  he 
had  first  written  on  man's  heart ;  it  is  not  strange  that  he  placed 
io  the  midst  thereof  that  law  of  a  blessed  Subbath,  which  was 
from  the  beginning  of  time  and  of  human  existence,  indepen- 
dently of  which  in  some  form  man  had  never  known  any  monil 
law,  noT  had  any  idea  of  his  own  consecration  to  his  Creator. 
Nor  is  there  the  least  cause  of  surprise,  when  we  consider  these 
things,  that  the  Lord  Jesus  should  have  made  his  exercise  of 
lordship  over  the  Sabbath  day,  one  of  the  crushing  proofs  of  his 
own  divine  authority ;  and  that  he  should  have  taught  with  so 
much  emphasis  that  in  its  very  nature  and  existence  it  had,  like 
the  law  written  on  the  heart,  relation  to  the  very  being  and 
lileesedness  of  man.'  With  that  restoration  of  the  moral  law  by 
God,  moreover,  commenced  the  written  revelation  of  his  will — 
and  every  word  he  has  caused  to  be  revealed  and  written  since, 
stands  in  indissoluble  connection  with  it.  It  lay  at  the  basis  of 
the  ceremonial,  political,  and  Levitical,  as  well  as  religious  system 
erected  by  Moses  at  the  command  of  God  :  and  the  Gospel 
Church  founded  on  the  Apostles  and  Prophets,  Jesus  Christ  him- 
self being  the  chief  corner  stone,  is  so  fiir  from  being  independent 
of  this  unalterable  rule  of  right,  that  every  member  of  it  is  cre- 
ated in  Christ  Jesus  unto  Good  Works,  which  God  hath  before 
ordained  that  we  should  walk  in  them.*  Nor  is  the  New  Birth 
itself  more  inscrutable  to  us,  than  is  the  power  of  God  in  creation 
by  which  the  law  written  in  man's  heart  should  be  reproduced 
in  us  through  endless  generations,  just  as  it  stood  in  the  first 
fallen  man  ;  nay,  reproduced  with  the  record  also  of  its  primeval 
violation,  in  the  same  terror  of  God's  presence  in  every  child  of 
Adam,  which  Adam  himself  felt  as  soon  as  he  had  fallen  ;*  a 
terror  from  which  nothing  can  deliver  us  but  faith  on  the  Son  of 
God.**  In  every  direction  all  these  sublime  truths  illustmtc  and 
fortify  each  other :  and  each  one  of  these  great  topics  may  bo 
taken  in  succession,  and  made  the  centre  from  which  all  the  rest 
may  be  displayed.  In  itself,  not  one  is  more  distinct  than  this 
of  God's  unalterable  moral  law  ;  and  however  the  exact  nature 
of  particular  duties  may  sometimes  perplex  us,  nothing  can  be 
more  certain  than  the  nature  of  duty  itself— -nothing  n)ore  assured 
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than  its  lufulliWe  8am  and  rule.  A  law  emanating  from  God 
himself — written  on  every  human  heart  by  nature — restoitjd  by 
the  finger  of  God — incorpomtod  with  all  revealed  religion — illus- 
trated throughout  the  whole  aacred  Seriptures — perfectly  fulfilled 
and  complete  satisfaction  made  to  it  by  the  divine  Redeemer 
in  our  room  and  stead  :  we  are  h^rn  again  by  his  Word  and 
Spirit  into  the  lost  inuvge  of  God  and  a  new  conformity  to  hiB 
holy  law — the  love  of  that  blessed  la\v  the  very  fruit  of  our  new 
life  as  we  increase  in  conformity  to  God,  and  in  fitnoan  for  his 
service  and  enjoyment  I  Well  may  G^d's  prophet  declare.  He 
hath  showed  thee  0  man  what  is  good  ;  and  what  doth  the  Lord 
require  of  thee,  but  to  do  justice,  and  to  love  mercy,  and  U  walk 
humbly  with  thy  God  ?'  Well  may  the  inepircd  preacher  pro- 
claim the  conclusion  of  the  wht^le  matter  to  be,  that  we  should, 
Fear  God  and  keep  his  commandments :  tor  this  is  the  whole 
duty  of  man,*  It  is  Jesus  who  crowns  all  ;  I  am  the  way,  the 
truth,  and  the  life  :  no  man  cometh  unto  the  Father  but  by  me: 
all  that  the  Father  giveth  me  shall  come  to  me  :  and  him  that 
cometh  to  me  I  will  in  no  wise  cast  out." 

7,  Thus  connecting  all  duty  witli  all  faith — thus  uniting  all 
the  good  with  all  the  true — thus  laying  in  the  very  nature  of 
man  an  original  ability,  and  in  his  fallen  state  a  susceptibility  of] 
restoration,  to  the  service  and  enjoyment  of  Gotl — thus  founding 
in  God  himself,  the  author  and  first  cause  of  all  things,  the  root, 
and  course,  and  end  of  all  the  mysteries  of  nature  and  of  grace 
— thus  accepting  the  Son  of  God  as  the  Saviour  of  the  world 
in  w^hom  all  these  mysteries  avo  solved,  and  all  things  are 
pitulated  and  redressed  ;  we  turn  to  the  written  word  of  God,  th^ 
repository  of  all  these  sublime  truths,  and  confessing  it  to  be  tl* 
iutldlible  source  of  knowledge,  whereby  we  may  be  enabled 
glorify  God  and  enjoy  him  for  ever,  which  is  the  chief  end  of  ni 
existence — we  seek  in  these  Scriptures,  in  order  to  that  end,  sp€ 
eifically  what  we  ought  to  believe  concerning  God»  and  what  dutj 
God  requires  of  us,  They  give  us,  specifically,  that  knowledge- 
line  upon  line,  precept  upon  precept :  they  give  it  with  divini 
authority  as  to  the  matter,  and  with  divine  certainty  as  to  th| 
form:  through  them,  we  receive,  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  a  ilivir 
illumination  wherein  a  true  insight  of  them  is  attainable- 
divine  regeneration  and  sanctification  wherein  a  continually  in- 
*  MkaUi,  ?i  8.  •  Ecclea,  xil  13,  a  John  xiv.  6;  vl  S7. 
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cmriDg  conformity  unto  them  is  attainable  :  and  as  the  founda- 
tion, at  once,  and  consummation  of  all,  we  receive  the  Saviour 
of  oar  souls,  who  of  God  is  made  unto  us  wisdom,  and  righteous- 
nen,  and  sanctification,  and  redemption.'  Touching  all  duty,  he 
bat  himself  laid  down  the  universal  and  unalterable  rule,  Observe 
ril  things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you.*  And  thus  all  that 
bju  been  written  of  him,  was  in  order  that  we  might  believe  that 
J«808  is  the  Christ  the  Son  of  God :  and  that  believing  we  might 
hftTC  life  through  his  name.'  And  thus  repentance  and  remission 
of  sins  have  been  preached  in  his  name  among  all  nations,  begin- 
niiig  at  Jerusalem.^  So  that  beyond  all  doubt,  if  there  bo  no 
other  name  under  heaven,  given  amongst  men,  whereby  we  must 
be  saved,  but  the  name  of  Jesus  ;  there  can  be  no  other  rule  of 
salvation  given  under  heaven  amongst  men,  but  that  which  Jesus 
ghrea  us  ;  and  there  can  be  no  other  infallible  assurance  that  we 
pocsooo  either  the  Saviour,  the  salvation,  or  the  rule,  except  that 
which  is  grounded  in  the  word  inspired,  and  the  work  wrought  in 
us,  by  the  Spirit  of  Jesus. 

8.  If  we  would  know  with  certainty  that  the  things  com- 
manded by  Jesus  touching  all  duty,  are  the  very  things  embraced 
in  that  unalterable  law  of  God  which  he  himself  perfectly  ful- 
filled, and  under  which  he  shed  his  most  precious  blood  to  redeem 
US  from  all  iniquity,  and  purify  unto  himself  a  peculiar  people,  zeal- 
cms  of  good  works  ;  we  have  but  to  hearken  to  his  own  emphatic 
words.  Think  not  that  I  am  come  to  destroy  the  law  or  the 
prophets  :  I  am  not  come  to  destroy,  but  to  fulfil.  For  verily  I 
say  unto  you.  Till  heaven  and  earth  pass,  one  jot  or  one  tittle 
shall  in  no  wise  pass  from  the  law  till  all  be  fulfilled.'  As  re- 
state by  God,  the  first  four  commandments,  composing  the  first 
table  of  the  law,  comprise  a  summary  of  man's  duty  to  God,  and 
the  last  six  commandments,  composing  the  second  table  of  the 
law,  comprise  a  summary  of  man's  duty  to  his  fellow-man.*  That 
we  shall  accept  the  true  God  and  renounce  every  other  God :  that 
we  shall  avoid  all  idolatry  even  in  the  worship  of  the  true  God  : 
that  we  shall  avoid  all  irreverence  towards  God  :  that  we  shall 
devote  six  days  to  the  diligent  pursuit  of  our  lawful  business, 
and  keep  the  seventh  day  as  a  Sabbath  consecrated  to  God : 
this,  a  human  interpreter  would  give  as  the  general  sense  of  that 

*  1  Cor.,  L  30.  •  Matt,  xxviil  20.  ^  John,  xx.  31. 

«  Lake^  xjdv,  47.  »  Matt,  v.  17,  IS.  •  Exod.,  xx. 
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ftnt  table,  which  our  Lord  sams  up  in  the  one  sentence,  Thon 
ehalt  love  the  Lord  thy  Gk>d  with  all  ihy  heart,  and  with  all  thy 
soul,  and  with  all  thy  strength,  and  with  all  thy  mind.^  That 
we  shall  honour  our  parents,  that  we  shall  not  kiU,  that  we  shall 
respect  the  property  of  others,  that  we  shall  preserve  our  own 
and  their  chastity,  that  we  shall  adhere  to  the  truth,  and  that 
we  shall  be  content  with  our  lot :  this  is  what,  according  to 
human  thinking,  would  be  the  general  sum  of  the  second  table, 
whose  sum  our  Lord  teaches  us  is,  That  we  should  love  ovr 
neighbour  as  ourselves,  and  that  All  things  whatsoever  we  would 
that  men  should  do  unto  us,  we  should  do  even  so  to  them.*  The 
republication  of  this  universal  law  was  in  the  form  of  a  cove- 
nant, entered  into  at  Mount  Binai,  between  GK>d  and  his  pao« 
pie  ;*  wherein  was  recognised  the  Covenant  of  Bedempticm,  aad 
the  moral  law  as  the  law  of  Christ,  and  a  rule  of  life  to  his 
seed  ;*  and  wherein  was  recognized,  also,  the  binding  oUqgation 
of  the  penalty  of  the  Covenant  of  Works,  to  be  inflicted  on  the 
wicked  in  the  great  day,  and  to  be  borne  by  Christ  for  his  peo* 
pie.'  Let  us  remember,  also,  that  God  has  declared  this  law  to 
be  perfect,  to  be  spiritual,  and  to  be  exceeding  broad  :*  and  then 
wc  shall  easily  realize  the  propriety  of  those  perpetual  exposi- 
tions of  its  irresistible  penetration  and  force,  its  illimitable 
depth  and  completeness,  its  all-pervading  compass  and  energy, 
its  divine  rectitude  and  majesty,  which  pervade  the  sacred 
Scriptures.  And  when  we  consider  the  relations  of  this  law  to 
God,  to  the  nature  of  man,  to  the  Covenant  of  Grace,  to  the 
Me<liator  of  that  Covenant,  and  to  salvation  as  wrought  out  by 
Christ,  and  explained  in  the  Scriptures,  and  actually  and  trium- 
phantly applied  to  fallen  man ;  the  exposition  of  its  sum  as  being 
love  to  God  and  love  to  our  fellow-men — the  love  of  a  renewed 
soul — the  love  by  which  faith  works— so  far  from  being  an  ex- 
aggeration, is  perceived  as  soon  as  Christ  utters  it,  to  be  the 
unavoidable  consummation  of  the  sublime  argument  involved  in 
the  sublime  data.* 

9.  It  is  impossible  to  address  ourselves  to  any  particular  man- 

*  Luke,  X.  27;  Deut,  vL  6.  «  Matt,  xxiL  39;  viL  12. 

■  Deut,  V.  2;  Exod.,  xxxiv.  28 ;  Deut,  ix.  9.        *  Rom.,  yu.  4;  Gil,  iil  16,  IT. 

*  Paalm  Ixix.  4;  Deut,  v.  22,  26;  Heb.,  xiL  21. 
<  Paalm  xix.  7 ;  Rom.,  viL  14 ;  Psalm  cxix.  96. 

f  Rom.,  xiiL  10;  Gal,  v.  6;  Deut,  xxx.  6;  Rom.,  xii.  9;  Isa.,  xxvl  8,  9;  ICatt, 
X.  37,  38;  FMlm  Ixxiil  24-26. 
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ner  of  analysiDg  the  law  of  God,  considered  in  itself  and  in  the 
great  lelationB  of  it  which  have  been  suggested,  and  to  accom- 
plish this  in  a  manner  as  exhaustive  as  our  faculties  allow  ; 
without  continually  arriving,  by  one  process  after  another,  at 
those  clear  and  grand  results,  which  Christ  has  declared  to  us, 
and  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  state  and  estimate.     Thus,  if 
we  consider  the  law  under  its  successive  aspects  of  preceptive  on 
the  one  side,  and  penal  on  the  other  ;  it  is  only  as  Christ,  in  our 
nature  and  in  our  stead,  has  perfectly  kept  every  precept  of  it, 
that  we  in  him  can  be  considered  and  treated  as  if  we  had  kept 
those  precepts  ;  and  only  as  he,  in  our  nature  and  in  onr  stead, 
has  paid  its  penalty  and  endured  its  curse,  that  we  in  him  can 
escape  the  wrath  to  come.     While  all  this  involves  the  whole 
mediatorial  office  and  work  of  Christ,  and  our  union  and  com- 
munion with  him  ;  it  involves,  at  the  same  time,  the  complete 
recc^ition  of  the  law  as  being  the  holy,  just,  and  unalterable 
law  of  God ;  it  involves  the  complete  recognition  of  the  sacred 
Scriptures  as  the  repository  of  that  law  and  as  the  infallible  rule 
both  of  our  faith  in  Christ  and  our  obedience  to  the  law  ;  and  it 
involves  the  complete  recognition  of  the  infinite  righteousness 
and  grace  of  God,  as  the  giver  both  of  the  law  and  the  Saviour. 
The  result  is  still  the  same  if  we  endeavour  so  to  analyze  the 
law,  as  to  consider  separately,  what  duty  it  requires  of  us  to- 
wards God,  what  towards  ourselves,  and  what  towards  others ; 
and  then,  passing  farther,  consider  under  the  last  of  these  three 
divisions,  the  multiplied  subdivisions  which  the  order  and  pro- 
gress of  nature  and  society  beget — the  relative  duties  of  parents 
and  children,  husbands  and  wives,  masters  and  servants,  chil- 
dren of  the  same  family,  citizens  of  the  same  commonwealth — 
nay  even  members  of  the  same  fallen  race.     Passing  by  all  but 
the  last  and  most  universal  relation — how  immeasurable  in  its 
influence  upon  that,  is  the  idea  of  a  divine  Redeemer  for  lost 
men,  when  added  to  the  idea  of  a  divine  law  for  them,  which 
he  comes,  in  their  common  nature,  to  obey,  to  satisfy,  and  mag- 
nify for  them  !     Taken  as  a  race,  under  the  law,  with  and  with- 
out the  idea  of  their  brotherhood  in  Christ  Jesus,  with  and 
without  a  common  Saviour  and  a  common  salvation — how  im- 
measurably different  in  the  two  cases,  is  their  condition  and  their 
destiny  I     We  must  never  permit  ourselves  to  forget  that  law- 
lessness, everywhere  and  in  every  estate,  signifies  ruin,  to  every 
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(LjpondcDt  creature  :  and  tliat  law  means  deatli  as  woll  as  life- — 
lifa  and  death  being  the  only  alternatives  that  are  possiblej  when 
(jlodj  and  man,  and  a  moral  law,  are  the  elements  from  which  a 
conclusion  must  flow.  Under  the  law,  we  are  already  lost  sin- 
ners. To  altcfj  to  abolishj  to  evade,  or  to  keep  the  law — are  all 
impassible*  A  Saviour  m  the  sole  remedy— the  sole  alternative 
against  perdition.  Therefore  it  Ib,  that  P\ithj  Repentuncej  New 
Obedience^  Good  Worksj  Spiritual  Warfare— have  such  iramense 
Bignificance — and  the  Infallible  BuIg  of  them  all  such  boundless 
importance* 

10.  Such  is  the  relation  of  the  sacred  Scrip  I  urea  to  the 
human  race,  and  more  especially  to  the  Messianic  Kingdomj  from 
tbe  point  of  view  occupied  in  the  present  inq^mry*  The  truth 
contained  in  them  is  the  only  truth  whereby  we  can  be  made 
wise  unto  salvation— the  duties  revealed  in  them  are  the  only 
duties  which  a  soul  thus  made  wl^e  admits — tha  Saviour  who  is 
their  centre  and  sum  is  the  only  Mediator  between  God  and 
roan,  the  only  Kedeomer  of  God's  Elect*  They  are^  therefore, 
the  revealed,  the  unalterable^  and  the  universal  Rule  of  Faitb, 
and  of  Morality;  and  in  tbem^  being  divinely  taught  what  wc 
ontrht  to  bdif've  concerning  God,  and  what  duty  God  requires 
of  us,  we  are  plainly,  powerfully,  and  completely  guided  by  the 
Holy  Ghost  to  the  chief  end  of  our  existence,  in  glorifying  Qod 
and  enjoying  him  for  ever. 
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What  may  be  called  the  purely  individual  and  personal  aspect  of  the  Religion 
of  Gk)d,  in  its  influence  upon  the  soul  and  life  of  each  particular  Christian,  was 
conclnded  in  the  precedinj?  Book.  The  fundamental  conditions  of  what  may  bo 
called  the  purely  social  and  organic  effects  of  that  Religion,  with  regard  to  thoro 
whose  separate  experience  has  been  traced  to  the  end,  are  disclosed  in  this  Fourth 
Book.  Our  relations  are  direct  with  the  Lord  Jesus,  in  our  Union  and  Commu- 
nion with  him;  they  are  also  direct  with  all  our  brethren  in  Clirist,  in  the  sense 
that  all  of  them  have  communion  with  each  other,  by  reason  of  their  mutual 
union  with  Christ  That  union  with  Christ,  is  the  immediate  basis  of  grace  and 
salvation,  personally  considered:  communion  with  each  other,  the  immediate 
basis  of  organized  Christianity — the  Church. — Christ  is  equally  the  head,  supreme 
and  exclusive,  of  every  particular  Christian  having  communion  with  him ;  and 
of  every  organic  imion  of  Cliristians,  having  communion  with  each  otlier,  in 
consequence  of  the  previous  union  of  all  of  them  with  him ;  and  tliis  is  equally 
true,  in  every  conceivable  state  of  the  dcvclopement  of  this  Christian  brotherhood. 
The  extent  to  which  these  tniths  arc  used  in  producing  an  organism,  is  different 
under  different  dispensations.  The  Kingdom  of  God  is  exhibited  to  ivs  in  the 
Scriptures  in  such  a  manner  as  to  involve  poi-petually  a  threefold  aspect ;  namely, 
from  its  head  Christ,  it  is  exhibited  as  the  Kingdom  of  Messiah — from  its  autlior 
the  Holy  Spirit,  as  the  New  Creation — and  from  its  membci-s  the  Children  of 
God,  as  the  Bo<ly,  the  Bride,  the  Fulness,  the  Church  of  Chri.st.  It  is  this  last 
aspect  of  the  Kingdom  of  God,  now  militant,  in  its  gospel  state,  which  is  the 
direct  effect  of  those  dealings  of  God  with  men  in  the  matter  of  salvation,  which 
is  now  to  be  discussed,  in  tracing  the  Subj«'etivo  Knowledge  of  God  into,  and 
afterwards  through,  that  divine  organism.  In  the  Nineteenth  Chapter,  there- 
fore, which  is  the  First  of  this  Fonrtli  Book,  it  is  shown  that  the  fundamental 
conception  ot  the  Church  of  Christ,  considered  us  the  Kingdv)ni  of  Goil,  is  that 
it  is  the  body  organized  of  those,  whom  the  Mediator  redoems  as  their  Priest, 
teaches  as  their  Prophet,  and  rules  ovt.T  as  their  King ;  and  that  the  supremo 
and  exclusive  Headship  of  Christ,  and  the  Communion  of  Saints,  are  the  two 
elemental  principles  of  the  divine  Organization  tlius  conceived ;   this  being  a 
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Peculiar  Kingdom,  not  commensurate  with  the  human  race,  but  created  bj  the 
Holy  Ghost  out  of  those  chosen  out  of  all  kingdoms,  by  GkMl*s  free  and  sover- 
eign Grace :  and  the  divine  procedure,  in  the  gradual  and  permanent  oiganiaa- 
tion  of  the  Visible  Church,  is  tr^ed  through  all  past  Dispensations-^hc  effects 
of  every  successive  act  of  Gkxi  are  stated — the  result  readied  and  the  prindplea 
yielded  to  us  in  the  Gk)q)el  Church  are  demonstrated — and  the  great  conception 
and  elemental  principles  pervading  all,  are  shown  to  be  unchangeable,  in  all 
future,  as  in  all  past  diipensationa.  The  Twentieth  Chapter,  whidi  is  the  Second 
of  this  Book,  is  devoted  to  the  disdosure  of  the  Nature  and  Ends  of  th'is  King- 
dom of  God,  and  the  ezpoation  of  the  means  of  estimating  the  one  and  the 
other:  these  means  being  supremely,  the  word  of  God,  in  its  historical,  its  iHt>- 
phetical,  and  its  ethical  teadungs^  with  direct  reference  to  the  special  matter; 
in  illustration  of  whidi,  is  the  actual  Church,  since  tlie  Canon  of  Scripture  doaedy 
historio  and  present:  the  nature  of  this  Kingdom  being,  that  it  is  apiritoal,  ever- 
lasting, and  universd^ — ^witnessing  for  Gkxl  in  time,  and  through  etermtj:  the 
immediate  object  of  its  divine  organization  being  its  own  Perfection  and  Exten- 
sioQ — therein  saving  sLnners,  perfecting  saints^  illustrating  its  own  nature  and 
end— and  the  nature  of  Gkxl's  Being  and  Grace:  the  obligatory  ferce  of  its 
divine  oiganiam — its  own  relation  to  Faith  and  Duty-'-and  the  resources  gtven 
toitbyGod,beinganoomplete.  The  Twenty-first  Chapter,  which  is  the  Third  of 
this  Book,  b  occupied  vnth  an  attempt  to  deduce  and  to  explicate  this  Sjngdom 
of  God,  in  its  intimate  Nature  and  fundamental  Prindples,  considered  as  the 
Yisiblo  Church  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ:  wherein  the  gradous  Interposition  oi 
God,  and  the  Probation  of  the  human  race,  are  considered  in  their  actual,  their 
theoretical,  and  their  revealed  results;  and  G^'s  manifold  dealings  with  the 
human  race — responsive  to  these  manifold  result*?,  and  the  concatenation  of  liis 
Providence  and  his  Grace,  are  traced  to  the  separate  ami  visible  organization  of 
his  Kingdom,  and  the  simultaneous  visible  rejection  of  the  world :  the  relation 
between  the  Nature  of  Man,  the  Nature  of  Society,  and  the  Nature  of  the 
Church  Visible  of  Christ,  is  carefully  traced — the  fundamental  principles  com- 
mon to  all  are  disclosed — the  relevancy  of  all  to  God,  and  to  each  other,  is 
pointed  out — the  peculiar  and  divine  distinction  between  the  Church  and  the 
Body  Politic  is  explicated — and  the  strict  definition  of  the  Church,  thus  demon- 
strated, is  given.  The  Twenty-second  Chapter,  wliich  is  the  Fourth  of  this  Book, 
is  devoted  to  the  Demonstration  of  tlie  Freedom  of  the  Church  of  the  living  Grod ; 
which  is  shown  to  consist  outwardly,  in  its  total  separation  from  the  Civil  State, 
and  inwiirdly  in  its  absolute  consecration  to  Christ:  to  tlic  establishment  of  the 
fir:!t  element  of  this  Freedom,  it  is  shown  that  the  Household,  the  State,  and 
the  Church,  are  all  equally  ordained  of  God — that  they  alone  are  ordained  of 
him — that  unitedly  they  exhaust  the  social  susceptibilities  of  man — ^tliat  the 
sphere  of  each,  where  all  exist,  Ls  both  naturally  and  divinely  incompatible  vnth 
tliat  of  both  the  others — that  all  tendency  to  the  union  of  the  Civil  State  and 
the  Church,  is  destructive  alike  of  the  freedom  of  Nations  and  of  the  Nature  of 
the  Church — and  contrary  to  the  Will  of  God ;  most  especially  in  that  any  sudi 
union  obscuries  the  Visibility  of  the  Tnie  Church,  by  confounding  it  with  the 
world  whose  rejection  by  GM,  is  an  elemental  part  of  that  Visibility :  to  the 


ABGUMENT    OF    THE    FOURTH    BOOK.  371 

eetablishment  of  the  second  clement  of  tlie  Freedom  of  the  Church,  the  relation 
of  the  Glorified  Redeemer  to  his  Church  and  that  of  his  Church  to  him,  and  her 
Blessedness  in  his  infinite  Dominion  over  her,  are  disclosed;  and  her  true  inward 
Freedom,  without  which  she  can  have  no  outward  Freedom,  nor  be  his  Church 
at  all,  is  shown  to  result  from  her  union  and  communion  witli  him,  and  to  be  ex- 
pressed and  exercised  in  her  absolute  consecration  to  liim,  as  the  true  and  high- 
est expression  of  her  Spiritual  Freedom.  The  Twenty-Third  Chapter,  which  is 
the  Fifth  of  this  Book,  starts  from  an  advanced  point  in  the  enquiry ;  the  funda- 
mental Idea  of  the  Church  and  its  elemental  Principles — the  Nature  and  End  of 
it — the  deduction  and  solution  of  its  great  Problem — and  the  Spiritual  Freedom 
of  it  in  Christ,  having  been  disclosed,  and  a  fixed  and  complete  conception  of  it 
obtained.  This  Chaptc-r,  tlierefore,  proceeds  to  settle  the  principles  upon  wliich, 
at  the  end  of  so  many  centuries  and  vicissitudes,  we  may  {)ractically  and  infalli- 
bly determine  the  True  Church  Visible  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  amount  innu- 
merable religions  and  sects.  It  discusses  the  elements  of  the  Question  of  the 
Church,  showing  that  there  are  tljree  of  them,  to  wit,  the  Historical,  the  Logi- 
cal, the  Supernatural— exi)licating  all  three,  demonstrating  tlieir  use  and  relative 
importance,  and  the  supremacy  of  the  Supernatural  element  over  both  the  others 
— and  that  of  the  Logical  element  over  the  Historical :  all  possible  forms  of  re- 
ligion are  then  reduced  to  three,  which  are  stated,  discussed,  and  the  only  true 
one  demonstrated;  and  then  the  principles  upon  which  the  infallible  Marks  of 
the  True  Church  are  to  be  settled,  are  demoastrated  with  reference  to  the  only 
true  form  that  is  possible  to  Rehgion.  The  three  remaining  Chapters  are  devoted 
to  the  discussion  of  the  tliree  divine  Marks  by  which  the  tnio,  visible,  universal 
Church  of  God  is  infallibly  determined — on(j  Chapter  to  each  infallible  Mark. 
The  Twenty-Fourtli  Chapter,  which  is  the  Sixth  of  tliis  Book,  is  occupied  with 
the  demonstration  that  Purity  of  Faitli  is  the  first  of  tlio.sc  infallible  Marks.  The 
causes  of  the  alleged  difficulties  in  ascertaining  the  True  Church,  are  designated 
— and  the  nature  and  design  of  the  impostures  resorted  to  are  disclosed : — the 
state  of  the  renewed  soul — the  nature  of  revealed  salvation — and  the  religion  of 
tlie  True  Church,  are  shown  to  be  absoluti^ly  correlates  of  each  other — the  fun- 
damental characteristic  of  tlie  whole  being  Faith  in  the  divine  Mediator,  through 
whom  is  all  Grace :  the  divine  word  which  reveals  the  Saviour,  the  Faith,  and 
the  Church — ^is  shown  to  be  the  infallible  Rule  of  Faith  in  that  Saviour;  and  the 
infaUible  Arbiter  of  every  Church  that  can  be  his — and  the  qu(.'Stion  of  salvation 
being  settled,  no  matter  how,  the  questions  of  the  Church — of  the  Rule  of  Faith 
— ^and  of  the  Judge  of  Controversies  follow,  as  necessary  Corollaries,  the  nature 
of  the  salvation — the  whole  of  which  are  discussed :  the  relation  of  true  Faith 
to  all  Christian  graces  is  explained — and  the  saving  work  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is 
shown  to  be  the  vital  fact  witli  reference  to  Faith,  and  by  consequence  to  the 
life  of  God  in  every  believer,  and  in  the  Church — which  is  the  Body  of  Christ: 
and  in  tlie  end,  the  nature  and  ground  of  our  judgments  concerning  true  Faith 
and  the  True  Church — the  nature  and  force  of  the  symbolical  statements  of  the 
True  Church — and  the  hatred  of  God  towards  corrupt  and  apostate  churches — 
are  pointed  out  The  Twenty-Fifth  Chapter,  which  is  the  Seventh  of  this  Book, 
is  devoted  to  the  explication  of  the  Idea  of  the  true  and  spiritual  Worship  <rf 
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God;  as  revealed  ia  tlie  sacred  Scriptures;  showing  that  it  is  ekmeotal  and  iSH 
pt^rvading,  in  the  religion  UierHn  revealed  to  man ;  tlie  reco^ilion,  !»ervice,  wor- 
ship of  the  true  Ood.  through  the  only  Mediator,  by  the  divine  Spirit,  being'  the 
very  roethod  of  the  fniition  of  liim — and  of  the  manife-^tation  of  his  g-lory^  both 
l»y  his  cliildren  individually,  and  by  hia  organissed  Visible  Churchy  of  wliich  it  ia 
iia  Inftdlible  Mark:  in  the  demonstration  of  which,  the  relation  of  the  word  of 
God,  and  the  Ide  of  God  iti  the  ^oul,  to  each  other,  and  to  die  worahip  of  God ; 
die  rektion  of  the  Plan  of  S;ilvtttion,  the  work  of  the  Spirit,  and  the  dinne  Idea 
and  organism  of  the  Cbarclij  to  each  other,  and  to  the  Worship  of  God ;  the  re- 
lation of  Worship,  to  Religion,  and  to  G<:h1;  the  relation  of  the  Prieathoorl,  and 
Saeritioe  of  Christ,  and  of  hia  Asceijdion  Gifts,  to  the  Idea  of  tnje  Wot^shSp  in  the 
Church  of  God ;  the  Royal  Priesthood  of  the  Peculiar  People ;  and  the  special, 
revealed  Worship  of  the  Christian  Church  ;  are  all  briefly  cousi^iered — and  closcti 
with  a  summary  demonstration  of  tlie  infallible  certainty  of  tliis  Mark.  The 
Twenty-Sixth  Chapter^  wliich  ia  the  Eighth  and  kat  of  tlm  Book,  m  devoteJ  to 
the  exposition  of  Holy  Living,  as  tlie  third  Infallible  Mark  of  die  True  Clmrch : 
the  rektion  of  all  rigbteonsness  in  man  to  the  law  of  God — and  of  all  go5|M*l  holi' 
nese  to  Christ,  to  Faith,  and  to  the  spiritual  Worship  of  God,  is  dis<'losed :  the 
reality  of  Moral  Disdnctious,  and  the  demonstration  they  afiTurd  of  G^d,  and  of 
his  nature  as  the  fountain  of  all  Goodness,  m  pointed  out :  the  negl*'ct  and  the 
perversion  of  these  as  fatal— the  indissoluble  connection  between  Bk^ssedness 
and  Holiness-Hmd  the  nature  of  the  Holiness  which  distinguishes  Ujc  Tnie 
Church— are  explicated,  and  the  unity  of  tliat  HolinesSj  with  each  of  the  pre- 
ceding Marks  of  tbat  Church  is  proved ;  then  the  unity  of  the  Mystery  of  God- 
liness is  pointed  out,  and  the  perfection  of  Knowledg^e,  of  Duty,  and  of  Grace, 
19  shown  to  coineido  with  Goodness :  die  Chapter  and  the  Book  clo^e,  witti  an 
exhibition  of  the  true  life  of  the  Church,  as  the  power  of  tlie  Holy  Ghost — of 
Uie  conclusive  elTeci  of  the  supremacy  of  the  Su{>eniatural  Element  in  the  Ques- 
tion of  the  Church — and  of  the  Majesty  and  Glory  of  that  Church.  Tim  brief 
Bynopsis  of  a  somewhat  extended  attempt  to  tlemonstrate,  upon  the  divine  wonl^ 
the  precise  nature  of  the  Gospel  Cluirch,  independently  of  the  great  Gifts  of  God 
to  hi^  ChiiF^h,  which  will  foe  discussed  in  the  next  Book,  and  which  make  every- 
thing more  specific :  i^  it.self  capable,  perhaps*,  i*f  being  reduced  to  a  more  eon- 
densod,  and  still  intelligible  stateniont  of  the  leading  truths.  Thus — God  has  a 
Visible  Ciiurch  in  this  World,  which  is  held  forth  in  his  regenerate  childri^n,  oi^ 
ganked  by  hun  upon  the  twofold  basis,  of  the  Union  and  Coninuinion  of  Christ, 
its  only  Head,  with  e^ery  member  of  it — and  the  communion,  through  ' 
of  all  the  memljers  with  each  oilier :  The  If  cans,  divine  and  human,  of  appn 
ciiitini?  the  Nriture  ftnd  End  r^f  thi;^  Vi??ihlc  Churchy  are  complete;  and  the 
clearly  demonsfrate  that  it  is  the  manifestation^  in  time,  of  a  Spiritual,  Unive 
iiud  Eternal  King^lom,  whope  End  is  the  illustration  of  the  Glory  of  God,  in  the 
saUution  of  lullen  men :  This  Church,  visible,  univei^sal,  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christy 
now  iiiilil^ut  in  its  Gospel  state  as  shaped  by  hU  inspired  Aposdes — is  deduced 
l.hrouji:li  all  Gmrs  Acts  of  Providence  and  Gmee  touching  the  salvation  of  man, 
from  tl]e  beginning  uf  time  and  the  creation  of  man ;  nnd  is  unchangeable  in 
form  and  substance,  until  tlie  second  Coming  of  the  Son  of  Man :  It  ] 
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a  peculiar  divine  organization,  separate  from  the  world,  and  not  commensurate 
with  the  human  race ; — whose  functions,  based  on  principles  inherent  in  human 
nature,  and  common  to  all  forms  of  society;  are,  in  their  exercise,  limited, 
bounded,  and  directed,  by  the  Will  of  God  revealed  in  the  sacred  Scriptures — 
which  are  its  infallible  Rule,  in  all  tilings:  By  tlio  Will  of  God,  tliis  Church  is 
Free;  made  Free,  inwardly,  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  its  inward  Freedom  depends 
upon  and  is  manifested  by  its  consecration  to  Christ,  its  only  Head;  made  Free, 
outwardly,  by  the  comman<l  of  God,  its  outward  Freedom  depends  upon  its  com- 
plete organic  separation  from  the  world ;  thus  Free,  the  subject-matter  of  its  mis- 
sion is — all  things  whatsoever  Christ  has  commanded — all  things  that  are  to  be 
addressed  to  the  Faith  of  men :  This  Church  is  pedectly  manifest  to  all  men  who 
come  in  contact  with  it,  and  is  incapable  of  being  mistaken,  when  duly  consid- 
ered, by  God's  children ;  there  being  but  one  possible  form  of  ti-uc  Religion, 
namely,  that  which  is  the  sum  and  result  of  God's  Revealed  Trutli ;  there  being 
but  few  Elements  in  the  Question  of  the  True  Church,  and  tliey  simple  and  de* 
cisive,  and  the  supreme  one  being  Supernatural ;  so  that  the  Marks  which  the 
Church  of  the  living  God  has,  are  few,  clear,  and  infallible :  These  Infallible  Marks 
of  this  True  Church  of  Christ,  are  the  constant  and  inevitable  product  of  the 
Grace  of  Qtxi  in  every  renewed  soul,  and  of  the  life  of  God  in  his  Church ;  they 
are  re^onsive  to  the  whole  nature,  end,  and  power,  of  Revealed  Religion ;  they 
are  correlates  of  the  fundamental  divisions  of  the  science  of  the  Knowledge  of 
Gfod,  namely,  God,  man,  Godman ;  they  are  expository  of  the  mode  of  God*s 
existence,  and  of  the  way  of  man's  salvation ;  and  finally,  they  are  distinctly  and 
verbally  revealed  to  be.  Faith  in  Christ  Jesus,  the  Worship  of  God  in  Spirit  and 
in  Truth,  and  Holiness  of  heart  and  life;  which  being  absent — there  is  no 
Christian — ^no  Church. 


CHAPTER    XIX. 

THE  CHILDREN  OF  GOD  UNITED  INTO  A  VISIBLE  KINGDOM  FOR 
CHRIST.  FUNDAMENTAL  IDEA  AND  ELEMENTAL  PRINCIPLES  OP 
THE  CHURCH  OF  GOD. 

I.  L  Communion  of  the  Saints  with  Christ  through  Faith,  and  their  Communion  with 
each  other  in  Love^ — 2.  The  Idea  of  the  Church  boacd  on  the  Headship  of  Christ 
and  the  Communion  of  Sainte. — 3.  Nature  of  the  Bonds  which  are  involved  in 
this  Divine  Institute. — i.  Absolute  and  Supreme  Relation  of  Christ  to  each  Saint, 
and  to  the  great  Brotherhood  of  Saints. — 5.  The  Church  of  Christ  and  the  Human 
Race  are  not  commensurate  with  each  other. — II.  \.  The  Divine  Procedure  in  the 
gradual  and  permanent  Orgauiziition  of  the  Visible  Church. — 2.  The  Saints  desti- 
tute of  a  Visible  Organization  before  the  Call  of  Abniham :  Effects  of  the  Sacra- 
ment of  Circumcision  — 3.  Giving  of  the  Sacmment  of  the  Passover:  Its  Relation 
to  Christ,  to  the  Organization  of  his  Kingdom,  and  to  the  World. — i.  The  Institu- 
tions of  Moses ;  Complete  Rejection  of  the  World,  and  Organization  of  a  Kingdom 
for  Messiah  out  of  God's  Covenant  People. — 5.  Appreciation  of  the  Church  under 
its  Mosaic  Form,  in  itselfj  and  in  comparison  with  preceding  and  succeeding  Form& 
—6.  The  Advent  of  Christ:  New  Form  of  the  Church :  Call  of  the  Gentiles:  Tlie 
Sacraments  of  Baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper:  Authority  and  organizing  Work 
of  the  Apostles. — 7.  The  Gospel  Church  State :  Brief  Appreciation  of  it — S.  The 
Future  of  the  Church :  The  same  Principles  under  more  glorious  Forms, — 9.  Re- 
statement of  elemental  Truths. 

I. — 1.  The  Knowlcdjijc  of  God  Subjectively  Considered,  may 
be  divided  into  two  great  portions,  the  first  of  which  would  em- 
brace what  has  gone  before,  and  the  second  would  begin  here. 
For,  considering  everj^thing  to  result  from  our  union  with  Christ, 
the  distinction  would  be  between  such  things  as  are  personal  and 
individual,  and  such  as  require  a  general  and  aggregate  treat- 
ment :  that  is  to  say,  such  things  as  result  to  the  individual  be- 
liever united  to  Christ,  by  reason  of  his  communion  with  Christ ; 
and  such  as  result  to  all  believers  by  reason  of  their  communion 
with  each  other,  resulting  from  tlieir  mutual  union  and  commu- 
nion with  Christ.  What  has  been  done  thus  far  being,  that  I 
have  endeavoured,  in  the  First  Book,  to  disclose  that  eternal 
Covenant  of  Grace  through  which  all  mercy  comes  to  us  as  sin- 
ners ;  in  the  Second  Book,  to  explain  the  chief  blessings  and 
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beDefiis  which,  by  this  meaDS,  we  iDdividaally  reoeiye ;  and  in 
the  Third  Book,  to  point  ont  the  great  offices  which  every  fol- 
lower of  Christ  is  individually  obliged  and  enabled  to  discharge : 
what  remains,  would  belong  more  especially  to  the  aggregate 
consideration  of  these  followers  of  the  Lord,  contemplated  in  the 
.  various  aspects  they  present  as  composing  the  Kingdom  of  Mes- 
siah— ^the  people  and  Church  of  the  living  God.  It  is,  first,  the 
nature  of  the  covenant  itself,  together  with  the  method  of  its 
application  to  individual  persons,  and  the  personal  results  which 
uniformly  foUow :  and  then,  it  is  the  social  and  public  results, 
which  follow  with  the  same  uniformity,  together  with  their  me- 
thod and  effects.  Throughout,  it  is  the  absolute  and  unlimited 
Headship  of  the  divine  Redeemer ;  throughout,  it  is  the  union 
of  the  believer  with  him ;  the  diffisrence  is  between  personal 
eflbcts  and  results,  flowing  to  us  individually  from  our  commu- 
nion with  him  by  Faith ;  and  the  social,  general,  oiganio  ef- 
ftcts  and  results,  flowing  to  believers  in  common,  by  reason  of 
their  communion  with  each  other  in  Love.  It  is,  first,  the  indi- 
vidual Christian  ;  then,  it  is  the  Church  of  Christ.  And  though 
it  is  impossible  to  treat  either  aspect  of  the  subject  wholly  dis- 
regardful  of  the  other — still  there  is  an  obvious  distinction  be- 
tween the  two  ;  a  distinction  which  I  have  hitherto  constantly 
regarded,  in  treating  the  question  of  religion  in  its  eminently 
personal  aspect ;  and  which  I  shall  henceforth  equally  regard,  in 
treating  the  more  corporate  and  public  aspect  of  it.  It  is  as  re- 
ally true  that  Christ  has  a  Kingdom,  as  that  he  has  disciples ; 
but  the  former  is  composed  out  of  the  latter ;  and  while  the 
outward  form  of  the  one  has  changed  and  will  change  again, 
the  terms  of  true  discipleship  never  did,  and  never  can  change. 
Christ's  kingly  office,  in  its  strict  sense,  has  relation  to  those 
only  to  whom  his  priestly  sacrifice  and  intercession,  and  his  pro- 
phetic teaching  have  relation  ;  and  in  the  order  of  thought,  as 
well  as  in  that  of  practical  development,  he  is  first  our  Priest 
to  redeem  each  one  of  us,  and  then  onr  Prophet  to  teach  each 
one  of  us,  and  then  our  King  to  rule  over  us,  not  only  indi- 
vidually, but  unitedly  as  constituting  his  Church — his  King- 
dom. 

2.  God's  dealings  with  us  as  individual  persons,  our  duties 
and  relations  to  him  as  distinct  and  separate  beings — each  one 
acting  for  himself,  and  with  Qod  ;  this  is  the  manner  in  which 
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Gt)d  knoweth  from  eternity  them  that  are  his/  the  manner  ia 
which  the  work  of  Grace  is  begun  in  our  souls,  the  manner  in 
which  we  shall  give  account  to  God  in  the  last  day.  Created  in 
the  image  of  God,  restored  by  Grace  to  that  lost  image,  each 
separate,  self-conscious,  ever-living  personality,  is  a  shadow  of 
the  infinite  personality  of  God  ;  just  as  the  wonderful  method 
of  the  unity  of  the  whole  race,  is  a  shadow  of  the  infinite  unity 
of  God  ;  and  as  the  reproduction  of  the  race  upon  itself,  in  an 
endless  unity,  of  endless  fathers  and  sons,  is  a  shadow  of  the 
infinite  relations  between  the  unity  and  the  personality  of  the 
incomprehensible  God.'  So  God  does  not  deal  with  men  ex- 
clusively as  individual,  separate  personalities  :  but  he  deals  with 
the  whole  race  as  one — and  he  deals  with  the  great  subdivisions 
of  that  race,  which  his  own  providence  has  created  and  sustained: 
and  he  has  by  divine  ordination,  organized  those  permanent  and 
universal  institutions  which  we  call  households,  and  common- 
wealths, which  touch  us  so  nearly,  and  aflfect  our  destiny  so 
deeply.  Above  all,  there  is  that  divine  fellowship,  and  the  divine 
institute  erected  upon  it,  springing  immediately  and  universally 
from  our  mutual  fellowship  with  our  common  Lord  ;  that  com- 
mnnion  with  each  other,  of  all  who  are  united  to  him,  and  the 
Kingdom  of  Messiah  as  the  result,  instantly  dependent  upon  our 
common  union  with  Messiah  himself  Thus  new  relations  and 
duties,  other  blessings  and  benefits,  further  manifestations  of 
Faith  and  Obedience,  additional  developments  of  the  life  of  God 
in  the  renewed  soul,  open  widely  before  our  advancing  footsteps 
and  urge  us  forward  to  higher  efforts  and  wider  attainments. 
The  fellow-citizens  of  the  saints  arc  builded  together  for  a  habi* 
tation  of  God  through  the  Spirit ;'  and  every  one  of  them  as  a 
spiritual  stone  is  built  up  in  that  spiritual  house.^ 

8.  As  all  our  relations  to  God,  as  sinners  saved  by  Grace,  are 
through  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  by  whom  alone  we  have  access  to 
the  Father  ;*  so  all  our  relations  to  each  other  as  the  children  of 
God,  are  through  his  only  begotten  Sou  our  Saviour.*  We  be- 
come heirs  of  God  by  becoming  brothers  of  the  Lord  Jesus  f  and 
we  become  brethren  to  each  other,  in  the  bonds  of  the  Spirit,  by 

•  2  Tim.,  iL  19 ;  Rom.,  viiL  29 ;  Rov.,  xiii  8. 

•  Gen.,  I  26-28;  iu  7.  "  EpL,  ii.  19-22. 

<  1  Pet,  iL  5.  «  John,  xiv.  6 ;  CoL,  I  18. 

•  Matt,  zxiu.  8-10;  Eph.,  iv.  15,  16.  ^  GaL,  iv.  4,  6 ;  IIclx,  il  11,  12. 
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becoiDiDg  bretbren  of  the  Saviour  of  BiDneis.^  In  neither  case  is 
this  spiritual  bond  the  exclnsiye  bond  which  binds  ns  to  CKmI  and 
to  each  other ;  ibr  Qoi  is  onr  Creator,  Lawgiyer,  and  Buler,  as 
well  as  our  Gtod  in  covenant ;  and  we  are  brethren  hy  natare  an 
well  as  through  grace.  But  this  spiritual  bond  unites  us  to  Gh)d 
and  to  each  other  by  a  common  salvation,  whereby  a  new,  spirit- 
ual, and  eternal  life  common  to  us  all,  is  added  to  all  other  bonds 
which  unite  us  to  Qod  and  to  each  other ; — this  bond  depending 
for  its  efficacy — nay  for  its  existence — upon  the  truth  as  it  is  in 
Jesus,  taken  in  its  Mlest  sense.  We  may,  in  our  ignorance,  deny 
—or  in  our  spiritual  pride,  reject  the  claims  of  Christ's  brethren 
upon  us,  as  our  brethren  ;  or  we  may,  in  our  folly  and  un&ithftil- 
ness,  admit  the  claims  of  those  who  deny  Christ.  But  in  neither 
case,  can  our  conduct  change  the  eternal  nature  of  things.  If  we 
are  the  children  of  God,  every  true  follower  of  Christ  is  our  bro- 
ther ;  and  in  the  sense  of  divine  things,  no  one  else  can  be.  We 
may  make  schism  in  the  Church,  which  is  the  body  of  Christ,  by 
rejecting  our  brethren ;  but  they  are  our  brethren  still.  We  may 
waste  and  defile  our  inheritance,  by  acknowledging  as  joint  heirs 
such  as  have  no  title  ;  but  this  does  not  make  them  sons  of  Gh>d. 
It  is  God  who  made  them  his  sons  by  adoption,  through  their 
brotherhood  with  Jesus  Christ ;  it  is  not  we,  who  by  calliDg  them 
our  brethren,  can  constitute  them  brethren  of  Christ  and  sons  of 
God. 

4.  This  is  that  great  brotherhood  which  is  described  so  vari- 
ously in  the  Sacred  Scriptures.  Unitedly,  they  are  the  Church  of 
the  living  God — the  Bride  of  the  Lamb — the  General  Assembly 
of  the  First  Born— the  Innumerable  Host  whose  names  are  writ- 
ten in  the  Book  of  Life.  They  are  the  objects  of  the  eternal  love 
of  the  Father,  of  the  redeeming  love  of  the  Son,  of  the  renewing 
and  sanctifying  love  of  the  Spirit.  It  is  in  Christ  their  Head  and 
Lord — their  Priest  and  Prophet  and  King — their  Redeemer — 
their  Saviour,  that  they  must  always  be  considered  ;  whether  in- 
dividually as  he  was  given  for  them  and  as  they  were  chosen  in 
him  ;  or  as  gathered  into  one  body  and  so  sustaining  new  rela- 
tions to  each  other,  to  the  universe,  and  to  God.  They  are  Christ's 
p'^ople,  given  to  him  from  eternity,  and  purchased  with  his  blood ; 
and  from  that  grand  truth  all  their  fitness  to  be  a  people  arises, 
and  all  their  relations  as  such  are  controlled  by  it.  The  portion 
^  Eph.,  iL  paasim ;  iy.  l-Y. 
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of  them  at  any  time  on  earth,  constitutes  Christ's  Kingdom  at 
that  time  in  the  world  ;  and  in  that  conception  all  their  fitness 
to  he  members  of  a  spiritual  Kingdom  is  grounded,  and  all  their 
duties  as  such  find  both  their  form  and  their  foundation.  Upon 
any  other  basis,  the  whole  subject  is  liable  to  be  involved  in  end- 
less difficulties  :  upon  this  clear,  divine,  and  eternal  foundation, 
it  is  susceptible  of  a  simple  and  complete  exposition.' 

5.  The  Kingdom  of  God  on  earth  under  the  Covenant  of 
Grace,  is  not  commensurate  with  the  whole  of  mankind,  as  it 
proposed  to  be  under  the  Covenant  of  Works  ;  and  this  great 
distinction  lying  at  the  foundation  of  the  subject,  is  felt  in  every 
subsequent  part  of  it.  The  first  Adam  being  the  natural  head 
of  his  race,  was  constituted  the  federal  head  of  all  that  race  de^ 
scending  from  him  by  natural  generation :  the  second  Adam  is 
the  head  of  those  supematurally  united  to  him — they  being,  as 
the  Scriptures  plainly  teach  and  as  universal  experience  shoMrs, 
only  a  part  of  the  human  race.  The  Church  of  Christ  is  a  King- 
dom, taken  out  of  all  other  kingdoms,  and  existing  in  the  midst 
of  them  all.  It  is  a  Kingdom  creating  itself  by  divine  means, 
out  of  the  members  of  all  kingdoms  in  whose  bosom  it  exists, 
maintaining  with  the  whole  of  them  a  perpetual  conflict  of  life 
and  death.  These  great  truths  modify  every  other  part  of  the 
subject ;  and  it  is  idle  for  us  to  evade  the  most  distinct  recogni- 
tion of  them.  However  free  the  Gospel  offer  may  be — however 
infinite  the  riches  of  the  Grace  of  God — however  boundless  the 
merits  of  Christ ;  nothing  in  the  history  of  the  world  is  so  pal- 
pable, as  that  the  whole  race  of  mankind  has  not  followed  Christ, 
or  constituted  his  Church ;  and  the  Scriptures  teach  us  nothing 
more  plainly,  than  that  this  great  fact  was  as  fully  i-ccognized  in 
the  eternal  Covenant  of  Grace,  and  the  eternal  i)urpose  and  de- 
cree of  God  connected  therewith,  as  it  is  in  the  all-j)ervading 
course  of  his  providence,  and  the  practical  manifestation  of  his 
grace.' 

II. — 1.  Having  thus  obtained  a  precise  and  elemental  concep- 
tion of  the  Church  of  the  living  God,  as  regards  the  niembLU-s  of 
it — the  fundamental  principles  of  its  existence — and  the  absolute 
relation  of  Christ  to  it ;  we  turn  from  this  analysis  to  behold  the 

»  Eph.,  i.  10,  21-23;  1  Cor.,  xiu  12,  13. 

«  Matt.,  XL  25 ;  xiiL  15 ;  John,  iiL  19 ;  vL  44 ;  Acts,  vL  44 ;  xiv.  18 ;  Rom.,  ix. 
22,23;  iGor.,  ILS. 
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universal  brotherhood  itself,  refilized  in  successive  ages,  and  strag- 

I  gling  under  aU  outward  cntiditionSj  through  a  world  from  which 
I  they  were  inwardly  separated  by  their  divine  culling,  and  out- 
wardly hy  their  divine  organization.   We  have  in  the  divine  record, 
r  every  step  taken  by  God^slowly,  distinctly  taken,  through  long 
I  ages,  whereby  his  individual  children  were  visibly  sepam ted  to 
I  himselfy  and  visibly  united  with  each  other — a  ad  the  world  itself 
I  by  the  same  slow  and  reiterated  process,  more  and  more  visibly 
rejected  by  God,  as  forming  no  part  of  the  Kiogdorn  of  Messiah. 
We  have  the  consummation  of  the  whole  in  the  Gospel  Church 
State,  fijonded  and  ordered  hy  the  Apofltles  of  the  Lord.     God 
I  has  declared  to  ns  the  principles  on  which  he  acted,  and  the  end 
ihe  had  in  view;  he  has  narrated  to  us  the  successive  steps  he 
I  took  ;  he  has  set  before  us  the  result  reached,  when  the  v^olume 
of  inspiration  closed  ;  and  his  people  have  had  in  their  Imnds  for 
,  eighteen  eenturiefiy  his  word  to  guide  them^  as  they  compared  what 
he  had  caused  to  be  so  plainly  written  for  their  guidance,  with  all 
the  vicissitudes  which  the  Christian  Church  has  endured.     8itu- 
l  ated  as  the  present  generation  is,  we  are  as  completely  without 
1^  excuse  when  we  pervert  the  ordinances  of  God,  touching  our  da- 
I  ties  and  our  blessings  considered  as  members  of  the  Church  of 
I  God,  as  when  we  do  the  like  considered  merely  as  personal  fol- 
flowers  of  Christ 

2.  For  a  long  course  of  ages,  it  docs  not  appear  that  there 
:  was  any  visible  mark  of  separation  by  which  the  people  of  Gcd 
were  distinguished  from  his  enemies  round  abijut  them  ;  further 
than  their  more  reverent  observance  of  the  Sabbath-dny,  their 
more  godly  livcH,  and  their  mure  habitual  and  sincere  off.Ting  of 
sacrifice  to  God,  may  be  considered  as  having  thus  distiuguiahed 
them.  The  Church,  as  such,  seems  to  have  had  no  outward  or- 
ganization ;  further  than  those  immense  households,  which  sup- 
plied for  BO  many  ages  the  place  of  the  civil  Stute,  may  have 
supplied  also  the  place  of  the  spiritual  commonwealth,  during 
the  patriarchal  limes.  This  ancient  state  of  society,  both  as  it 
regarded  the  civil  and  religious  slate  of  man,  was  extremely  re- 
markable when  compared  with  what  we  behold  now  ;  and  yet  it 
lasted  largely  more  tlian  a  third  part  of  the  past  life  of  the  hu- 
man race.  For  about  twenty-two  centuries  after  the  Fall,  God 
appears  to  have  forborne  to  organize  his  Visible  Church  in  any 
special  outward  manner;  allowing  his  people  to  occupj  such  a 
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relation  towards  the  human  race,  as  if,  by  any  means,  through 
his  great  mercy,  the  whole  race  would  accept  him  for  their  God 
and  Saviour,  and  thus  avoid  the  necessity  of  any  special  organiza- 
tion of  his  Church,  distinct  from  society  itself.  It  is  striking  to 
note  that  this  long  forbearance  of  God  to  reject  the  race,  and 
organize  his  kingdom  as  one  separate  and  distinct,  was  attended 
by  two  apostacies  of  mankind,  both  almost  universal  For  it 
was  not  till  the  old  world,  except  the  family  of  Noah,  had  for- 
saken God  and  perished  in  the  deluge — nor  until  the  new  world, 
four  centuries  after  the  flood,  had  forsaken  him  again  ;  that  he 
called  Abraham  to  be  the  father  of  the  faithful,  and  placed  in 
his  flesh  the  mark  which  typically,  visibly,  and  sacramentally 
divided  between  God's  people  and  his  enemies.*  Thenceforward 
an  outward  and  perpetual  separation  of  the  people  of  God  from 
all  people  besides,  was  openly  ordained  of  God.  God  has  visibly 
b^an  to  reject  the  world — by  the  same  act  of  sovereign  grace 
and  love  whereby  he  signalizes  all  the  mercy  yet  in  store,  not  only 
for  his  elect,  but  for  the  world  itself,  through  the  seed  of  Abra- 
ham,  and  whereby  he  commences  the  new  condition  of  the  King- 
dom of  Messiah,  as  a  visible  Kingdom  which  is  to  subvert  all 
kingdoms.  And  yet,  after  how  many  ages  of  sin  was  it,  on  the 
part  of  the  world,  and  of  long-sufiering  on  the  part  of  God,  that 
he  thus  rejected  it !  How  little  did  the  world,  thus  permanently 
rejected  of  God,  take  heed  of  what  was  done  ?  How  small  a 
part  of  the  elect  of  God  were  privy  to  this  act — and  how  small 
a  part  of  all  it  signified  and  8ealed  was  then  comprehended  ? 

3.  For  more  than  four  hundred  years  longer,  God  bore  with 
the  sins  of  man,  and  with  their  oppression  of  his  Chosen  people, 
upon  whom  he  had  placed  his  name  and  his  love,  and  to  whom 
he  had  bound  himself  afresh  by  covenant.     Then  ho  interfered 
again,  organizing  still  farther  the  Kingdom  of  Messiah,  and  by 
a  new  and  visible  mark  of  separation  between  his  people  and  all 
other  people,  sealed  unto  himself  afresh  the  seed  of  Abraham  at 
the  darkest  hour  of  their  long  bondage  in  Egypt.     Amidst  the- 
universal  lamentation  of  their  oppressors,  wailing  for  their  first 
bom  in  every  house,  he  bestowed  on  Israel  the  second  Sacra- - 
ment  of  his  ancient  Church,  setting  forth  their  true  deliverer 
and  the  manner  of  the  deliverance  itself*    By  Circumcision  they 
had  been  organized  as  a  distinct  people,  rejecting  all  other  peo-. 
'  GoL,  ziL  1-3 ;  xriL  passim,  *  Ezod,  xil  passim. 
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pie,  and  cot  oS  from  them  :  and  in  the  light  of  this  great  trath 
they  walked  four  hundred  years.  By  the  Passover  they  were  still 
further  separated  and  oiganiased|  and  sealed  over  to  the  Saviour 
crucified  for-  them — Christ  their  Passover" — ^the  Lamb  of  Gbd 
which  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world  :*  and  in  the  light  of  this 
still  more  glorious  truth,  they  walked  as  a  people  for  fifteen  cen- 
tnries,  till  the  fulness  of  the  time  had  come,  that  Christ  should 
be  offered  up.  This  sovereign  act  of  Grod  in  Egypt,  full  of  mercy 
to  his  people,  and  the  forerunner  of  overwhelming  ruin  to  his 
enemies,  was  pregnant  with  intimations  of  his  eternal  purpose 
concerning  his  Church,  on  which  it  rested — and  of  the  wondeifiil 
manifestations  thereof  which  succeeding  ages  have  witnessed. 
But  we  must  bear  in  mind  that  the  long-suffering  of  God  had 
waited  more  than  twenty-five  centuries,  before  his  people  were 
brought,  in  this  miraculous  Exodus  from  Egypt,  into  complete, 
visible,  organic  consecration  to  him ;  and  before  the  world,  as 
such,  was  utterly,  and  finally,  and  sacramentally  rejected,  firom 
all  hope  of  participation  in  the  Messianic  KingdonL  And  the 
amazing  event  was  signalized  upon  the  Seed  of  the  Serpent,  by 
the  ruin  of  the  greatest  nation  then  existing,  and  followed  by  the 
slaughter  of  many  inferior  but  still  powerful  communities  ;  and 
then  it  was  confirmed  and  illustrated  by  the  miraculous  pilgrim- 
age of  Israel,  passing  through  forty  years  of  wonders,  from  cen- 
turies of  bondage  on  the  Nile,  to  longer  centuries  of  glory  beyond 
the  Jordan. 

4.  Until  Israel  pitched  their  tents  in  the  wilderness  of  Sinai, 
the  people  of  God  on  earth  had  no  written  revelation  of  his  will, 
unless  the  Book  of  Job  may  be  supposed  to  be  of  earlier  origin 
than  the  writings  of  Moses ;  neither  had  they  any  separate,  and 
visible  organization,  as  such,  earlier  than  that  produced  by  the 
sacrament  of  Circumcision  given  to  Abraham,  and  the  sacrament 
of  the  Passover  given  to  his  Seed  according  to  the  promise,  in 
Isaac  ;  nor  any  settled  Church  State,  nor  any  outward  b.)ud  dis- 
tinct from  that  of  the  household,  nor  any  ordered  spiritunl  com- 
monwealth cognizable  by  the  world.  What,  precisely,  may  be 
inferred  from  the  extremely  ancient  existence  of  Elders  amongst 
the  people,  and  from  the  tribal  form  to  which  all  ancient  society 
.had  a  necessary  tendency,  and  which  entered  so  early  and  so  per- 
imanently  into  all  the  societies  formed  amongst  the  descendants 

'  1  Cor^  V.  7.  •  John,  i.  29. 
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of  Abraham  ;  is  too  remote  in  its  nature^  and  too  indistinct  in  its 
immediate  bearing  upon  the  present  statement,  to  need  particular 
enquiry.  Everything  shows  that  a  new  dispensation  of  the  Church 
of  God  commenced  with  the  calling  of  Abraham.  And  whether  we 
consider  the  state  of  the  ancient  Church  before  his  call,  and  after 
it  as  long  as  any  traces  of  it  remain  amongst  peoples  not  de- 
scended from  him,  or  even  among  those  actually  descended  from 
him  except  through  Isaac  :  or  consider  the  covenants  made  with 
him  by  God  ;  or  the  providence  of  God  towards  him  and  his  seed 
by  promise ;  or  the  history  of  the  Church  in  his  family  down  to  the 
complete  establishment  of  the  Jewish  commonwealth  :  nothing  is 
more  distinct  than  the  gradual  organization  of  a  visible  Church, 
by  means  of  outward  divine  ordinances,  in  their  nature  sacramen- 
tal, and  outwardly  preclusive  of  all  who  were  not  God's  people  in 
covenant.  It  was  in  the  wilderness  of  Sinai,  and  by  the  hands  of 
Moses  the  servant  of  God,  that  this  great  conception  of  a  visible 
Church  outwardly  distinct  from  the  world,  and  of  the  rejection  of 
the  world,  had  its  perfect  realization.  It  is  of  no  consequence  to 
the  present  matter,  that  the  visible  Church  of  God  and  the  Hebrew 
commonwealth,  were  identified  in  so  many  respects,  by  the  insti- 
tutions of  Moses.  Indeed  the  thorough  organization  and  visibility 
of  the  Kingdom  of  God,  and  its  complete  rejection  of  the  world, 
became  only  the  more  distinct  in  this  manner.  It  is  Jesus  Christ 
who  completes  the  realization  of  this  conception,  as  he  does  of  all 
divine  conceptions  ;  and  when  he  opened  again  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven  to  the  Gentiles,  and  opened  up  to  the  brotherhood  of  the 
saints  the  natural  and  universal  brotherhood  of  man— it  was  by 
presenting  the  unqualified  rejection  of  the  world  in  every  aspect 
it  could  bear,  and  the  absolute  completeness  of  his  own  Kingdom, 
as  perfectly  distinct  from  it.  The  more  the  Headship  of  Christ, 
and  the  communion  of  his  saints  with  each  other  through  their 
universal  union  with  him,  are  realized  in  outward  forms,  the  more 
completely  do  we  find  the  Church  organized,  and  the  world  re- 
jected. Nor  is  it  from  human  reason  or  human  authority,  much 
less  from  the  accidents  of  time  and  events,  that  these  things  take 
their  rise,  and  make  their  progress  :  they  spring  fn)m  the  imme- 
diate command  of  God,  and  proceed  under  his  immediate  guid- 
ance. Whether  by  Abraham,  or  by  Moses,  it  is  by  God  himself 
that  his  Kingdom  passes  into  new  forms,  and  assumes  more  per- 
fect outward  states.     It  is  this  which  is  everywhere  ui)permost, 
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in  the  writings  and  the  institotions  of  the  great  Jewi&h  Lawgiver. 
And  what  he  really  did  was,  in  obedience  to  the  divine  command 
to  erect  under  a  peculiar  form,  a  visible  Kingdom  for  God,  founded 
on  the  total  visible  rejection  of  the  worldj  and  the  complete  visi- 
ble organization  of  a  people  in  covenant  with  God  ;  the  two  ele- 
mental ideas  of  it  being,  the  absolute  Headship  of  Messiah,  and 
the  commimion  of  all  the  members  with  each  other,  through  their 
imioD  and  communion  with  him. 

5.  That  wonderful  dispensation  continued  for  fifteen  centu- 
ries, as  the  outward  form  of  the  Church ;  and  eighteen  subse- 
quent centuries  of  perBCcntionj  dispersion »  and  the  hidings  of 
Gtid's  countenance,  have  not  sufficed  to  obliterAte  from  the  minds 
of  the  ancient  people  of  God,  the  fixed  idea  that  Messiah  has  a 
distinct  people,  and  that  their  organization  springs  from  their  mu- 
tual oneness  in  him  ;  which  I  have  shown  was  the  elem(^Dtal  foun- 
dation, in  this  aspect,  of  the  organizing  work  both  of  Abraham 
and  Moses.  It  was  a  dispensation  perfect  of  its  kind  :  and  if 
any  dispensation  of  its  peculiar  tyi>c  could  have  achieved  the 
whole  purpose  of  the  grace  of  God^  this  would  have  done  it/ 
Under  it,  the  canon  of  the  Old  Testament  Scriptures  was  com- 
pleted, and  the  system  of  divine  truth  unto  salvation,  thus  per* 
manently  embodied  and  held  forth,  was  advanced  to  the  highest 
point  short  of  tlie  personal  teaching  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  the 
perpetual  indwelling  of  the  Holy  Ghost  with  the  new  power  which 
began  at  Pentecost.  By  means  of  it,  the  Church  of  God,  how- 
ever peculiar  and  temporary  in  its  general  aspect,  had  developed 
in  its  bosom  those  great  constitutions  concerning  her  rule,  her  in- 
struction, and  her  worship— the  Elder,  the  Prophet,  and  the  Syn- 
agogue, which  survived  the  civil,  and  ceremonial,  and  sacrificial 
systems,  arjd  became  the  basis  of  the  form  of  the  Gospel  Church. 
And  I  venture  to  add,  that  whenever  it  was  administered  in  its 
jjurity,  the  most  perfect  form  of  the  administration  of  the  tem- 
poral interests  of  society  ever  known  on  earth,  was  exhibited 
through  all  the  vicissitudes  to  which  a  great  people  can  be  ex- 
posed, during  the  longest  national  career.  Yet  the  great  Apos- 
tle of  the  Gentiles,  while  ho  lauds  that  dispensation,  considered 
of  itself  and  considered  with  reference  to  its  real  design,  as  worthy 
of  all  reverence ;'  allows  himself  to  call  its  elements  weak  and 
beggarly,  and  its  service  a  bondage,'  wheu  compared  with  the  dis- 

»  GikL,  iil  21,  *  GaL,  UL  19,  24.  *  Qtl,  ir.  0. 
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pensation  of  Christ  himself,  and  with  the  efficacy  and  glory  which 
attended  it.  It  was  as  if  God  would  show  that  no  legal,  no  sacri- 
ficial^ no  typical,  no  ritual  dispensation  can  suffice.  He  had  al- 
ready shown,  before  he  rejected  the  world  and  separated  his  people 
visibly  from  it,  that  no  long-suffering  would  move  it  to  serve  him ; 
and  now  he  would  show,  that  even  those  consecrated  to  himself 
most  have  that  which  is  more  effectual  than  laws,  and  sacrifices, 
and  rites,  and  types,  in  order  to  their  due  service  and  adequate 
enjoyment  of  him.  However  long  the  delay  may  be,  the  Son  of 
Qod  must  come  in  the  flesh.  It  had  been  seen  from  eternity  that 
there  was  no  other  remedy  ;  and  everything  else  was  in  order  to 
thia. 

6.  At  length  the  Saviour  came.  Emptying  himself  of  his 
gloiy,  made  of  a  woman,  made  under  the  law — he  who,  being  in 
the  form  of  God,  thought  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God — 
being  found  in  fashion  as  a  man,  humbled  himself,  and  became 
obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  cross/  He  gave  him- 
self for  us,  that  he  might  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity,  and  purify 
nnto  himself  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works.'  For  him- 
self, be  was  a  minister  of  the  circumcision  for  the  truth  of  God ; 
fx  which  the  two  reasons  assigned  are,  to  confirm  the  promises 
made  nnto  the  fathers,  and  that  the  Gentiles  might  glorify  God 
for  his  mercy.*  But  his  Kingdom,  neither  limited  by  the  call  of 
Abraham,  nor  by  the  institutions  of  Moses,  both  of  which  had 
been  only  stages  of  its  development ;  was  to  embrace,  henceforth, 
those  who  loved  him,  whether  Jews  or  Greeks,  circumcision  or 
nncircnmcision,  barbarian,  Scythian,  bond  or  free.*  And  so  he 
expressly  directed,  that  repentance  and  remission  of  sins  should 
be  preached  in  his  name  among  all  nations,  beginning  jit  Jerusa- 
lem :'  the  very  mission  of  his  Apostles  being,  to  teach  and  to  bap- 
tize all  nations.'  Thus  he  said  directly  to  Peter,  that  he  gave 
unto  him  the  keys  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  and  that  what- 
soever he  should  bind  on  earth  should  be  bound  in  heaven,  and 
whatsoever  he  loosed  on  earth  should  be  loosed  in  heaven  ;'  and 
he  said  as  expressly  to  all  his  Apostles,  whatever  ye  bind  or  loose 
on  earth,  shall  be  bound  or  loosed  in  heaven.®  And  there  is  re- 
corded in  detail,  the  opening  of  the  Kingdom  so  long  closed  to- 

>  Phil.,  U.  S-ll.  ■  TituB,  il  U.  "  Rom.,  xv.  8-12. 

«  Col,  iii.  10,  11.  *  Luke,  ixiv.  47.  '  Matt,,  xxviii.  19. 

T  Matt,  xvL  19.  «  Matt,  xviii.  18;  John,  xx.  23;  1  Cor.,  v.  4., 
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all  except  the  desoendants  of  Abraham,  by  the  hands  of  Peter, 
in  the  case  of  the  Gentile  Cornelias :'  concerning  which  matter, 
we  have  Peter's  own  repeated  assorance,  that  he  acted  by  the 
express  call  of  Gkxl  ;*  and  concerning  the  grand  truth  then  real- 
ize, we  have  the  general  judgment  of  the  Apostles  and  Elders.* 
Touching  the  general  power  to  bind  and  loose,  vested  in  the 
Apostles — the  power  to  take  down  all  that  was  temporaiy  in  the 
ancient  institutions — to  transfer  all  that  was  permanent,  even 
from  the  creation  of  man,  into  the  new  dispensation — and  to  a«ct 
that  form  of  the  Kingdom  which  we  have  in  the  Qospel  Chordh 
State ;  it  is  one  chief  design  of  one  entire  Book  of  the  Scriptnies 
(the  Acts  of  the  Apostles)  to  teach  us  what  was  done,  and  in 
what  manner :  and  throughout  all  the  subsequent  portions  of 
the  New  Testament,  this  is  one  of  the  great  matters  in  which  the 
will  of  Qod  is  continually  revealed  to  us.  Amongst  the  last  acta 
of  Christ  before  his  crucifixion,  was  the  institution  of  that  sacn^ 
ment  which  commemorates  his  sacrifice  in  our  stead  :*  and  amongirt 
his  last  commands  after  his  resurrection,  was  that  in  all  nataooa 
all  his  disciples  should  receive  that  other  sacrament  of  Baptism, 
in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.*  That  the  Kingdom  erected  in  this  form,  was  to  be  a 
visible  Kingdom,  not  of  this  world  but  wholly  separate  from  it — 
that  the  glorified  Redeemer  was  the  only  Head,  King,  and  Lord 
of  it — that  membership  in  this  Kingdom  depended  on  anion  and 
communion  with  the  Head  and  Redeemer  of  the  Kingdom — and 
that  all  the  members  of  it  are  members  one  of  another,  by  virtue 
of  their  being  all  members  of  Christ :  these  are  the  common  and 
constant  doctrines  of  the  Scriptures,  which  it  is  needless  to  prove 
again  in  this  j)lace.  The  whole  work  of  Christ  discloses,  every- 
where, the  ideas  I  have  been  stating.  The  world  so  far  from  re- 
ceiving him,  crucified  him.  His  own  knew  and  accepted  him. 
And  what  events  attended  and  followed  this  new  and  glorious 
development  of  God's  purpose  concerning  his  Church  !  What  is 
the  silent  rejection  of  the  nations  in  the  gift  of  circumcision  to 
Abraham,  or  the  fearful  catastrophe  of  Egypt  at  the  institution 
of  the  Passover,  or  the  slaughter  of  many  nations  which  signal- 

*  Acts.  X.  passim,  «  Acts,  xL  1-18;  xv.  7.  "  Acta,  rv.  23--31. 

*  Matt,  xx\L  26-30:  Mark,  xiv.  22-26-  Luke,  xxU.  19,  20;  John,  xiiL  1,  S: 
J  Cor.,  xi.  23-29. 

»  Matt,  xxviU.  19;  Mark,  xvi.  15,  16. 
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iBcd  the  establishment  of  the  Jewish  dispeDsation ;  what  are 
snch  things,  to  the  crucifixion  of  the  Son  of  Gt)d,  and  to  all  that 
followed  it  of  mercy  and  of  wrath— and  to  all  of  both,  that  is  yet 
to  come  I 

7.  It  is  this  Gospel  Church  which  we  now  behold,  with  its 
Sabbath,  its  Sacraments,  its  divine  Scriptures,  its  pure  faith,  its 
spiritual  worship,  its  holy  life,  its  Elders,  its  Teachers,  its  Con- 
gregations, its  assemblies,  its  divine  Lord !  Upon  U8,  after  so 
many  centuries,  has  come  this  dispensation  of  the  Kingdom  of 
God  with  power,  which  succeeded  the  Ascension  of  the  Lord. 
The  followers  of  Jesus  are  gathered  out  of  all  nations.  The 
promised  Comforter  abides  with  us.*  The  last  days  still  con- 
tinue ;  the  last  manifestation,  and  the  most  complete,  of  God's 
grace  in  saving  sinners.*  And  they  shall  all  continue  until  he 
whose  right  it  is,  shall  come  and  shall  take  the  Kingdom.  And 
while  they  continue,  whosoever  will  call  on  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
shall  be  saved.  Here,  as  in  each  preceding  case,  it  is  a  new  de- 
velopment of  the  same  Kingdom,  as  distinct  from  all  that  went 
before,  as  they  were  from  each  other;  and  here,  as  always  before, 
the  same  fundamental  characteristics  are  not  only  preserved,  but 
are  more  and  more  distinct.  Assuredly  it  is  more  obvious  now, 
than  it  could  have  been  under  any  former  dispensation,  that  it  is 
the  Church  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  that  this  Church  is  not 
coincident  with  the  world,  but  is  taken  out  of  it ;  that  each  suc- 
cessive dispensation  as  it  gives  new  grace,  new  duties,  and  new 
powers,  at  the  same  time  makes  the  Church  more  distinctly  sep* 
arate,  and  consecrates  it  more  completely  to  Christ  Nor  does  the 
history  of  mankind  since  the  establishment  of  the  Gospel  Church, 
permit  us  to  doubt,  that  the  steadfast  power  with  which  the 
providence  of  God  conducts  all  things,  has  made  the  career  of 
his  Church  the  most  distinct  element  in  the  career  of  man,  and 
has  made  the  destiny  of  all  things  dependent  on  hers.  In  the 
fate  of  Egypt,  in  the  fate  of  the  nations  cut  off  by  Israel,  and 
in  the  fate  of  apostate  Israel  herself,  all  men  may  read  the  fate 
of  all  the  nations  that  forget  God,  and  of  every  power  that  exalts 
itself  against  Christ. 

8.  We  need  not  be  in  doubt  concerning  that  sublime  future 
of  the  Church  of  God,  which  is  hastening  upon  us — ^for  which 

*  John,  xiv.  16,  26;  xv.  26;  xvL  1, 

*  Joel,  ii.  28-32;  Zech.,  xii.  9-12;  Acta,  u.  16-21. 
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the  world  is  so  little  prepared,  and  of  which  it  takes  bo  little 
thought.  It  will  come  in  its  apjTointed  time— it  will  not  tarry. 
The  whole  finalogj  of  all  the  past  dealings  of  God,  and  the  con- 
stant declarations  nf  his  word,  teach  us  sufficiently  that  while 
the  great  princi[de8  which  underlie  the  whole  scheme  of  \m  grace 
and  providence,  will  be  preserved  in  all  their  fulness,  and  applied 
with  increased  distinctness  and  force ;  it  might — and  sioce  he 
has  said  so  it  wiH- — be  under  new  and  still  more  glorious  forms, 
that  these  sublime  principles  will  ke  exhibited  and  applied. 
They  who  sit  calmly  and  silently  by,  listening  to  that  wonderful 
discourse  in  which  Jehovafj  disclosed  to  Abraham  the  nature  and 
extent  of  his  covenant  with  bini,  and  sealed  all  his  promises  with 
the  sacrament  of  circumcision  ;  must  needs  make  an  almost  in- 
finite progression,  before  they  can  hear  and  realize  those  loud 
hallelujahs^  which  will  fill  the  universe,  when  the  Kingdom  is 
delivered  up  on  the  Lamb*8  Book  of  Life.  Still  it  is  the  very 
same  Kingdom ;  and  the  grand  principles  which  distinguished 
its  feeblest  beginnings,  are  the  same  which  will  be  illustrated  in 
its  supreme  consummation,  and  its  eternal  glory.  Forevermore 
it  will  be  Chrifltj  and  his  saints,  and  a  Kingdom  composed  of 
them. 

9.  What  I  have  attempted  is,  to  appreciate  the  fundamental 
idea  of  the  C'hurch  of  the  living  God,  and  to  that  end  to  disclose 
its  elemental  principlen,  and  then  to  trace  in  an  unbroken  course, 
the  divine  procedure  whereby  these  principles  have  yielded  to  us, 
the  Gospel  Church  as  it  this  day  stands  before  us.  The  people 
of  God,  considered  in  their  union  wifh  Christ,  and  in  their  com- 
munion with  each  other  throogli  their  mutual  communion  with 
him,  on  one  side  ;  and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Redeemer  of 
God's  Elect,  the  only  ITeadj  Lawgiver,  and  King  in  Zion,  on  the 
other ;  these  are  the  two  terms  upon  which  the  great  problem 
rests.  Between  them  are  the  will,  and  power,  and  providence  of 
God,  developing  these  two  elements  through  a  long  course  of  ages, 
jujd  a  successian  of  diiipensations  ;  and  the  result  is  the  Gos[)el 
Church  8tate,  a  distinurj  divine  institute.  Of  this,  Messiah  is  the 
Prince,  and  all  his  brethren,  brethren  to  each  other,  are  the  mem- 
l  eiv.  Separate  from  the  world,  its  mission  is  the  rcconquest  of 
the  world.  Its  end  is  the  illustration  of  the  perfections  of  Gi>d, 
(o  his  own  infinite  glory,  in  the  everlasting  blessedness  of  the  re* 
deemed. 


CHAPTER    XX. 

THE  NATURE  AND  END  OF  THE  KINGDOM  OP  GOD:   WITH  THB 
MEANS  OP  ESTIMATING  BOTH. 

L  1.  The  Perpetuity  of  the  fundamental  Ordinances  of  the  Church  of  God. — 2.  Bkh 
torical  Means  of  appreciating  the  Nature  and  End  of  the  Kingdom  of  Christ — 8. 
Practical  Means. — 4.  Prophetical  Moans. — 5.  Ethical  Means. — IL  1.  The  Ohnrofa 
of  Christ  is  a  Kingdom  whose  Nature  is  exclusively  Spiritual. — 2.  The  peculiar 
Form  of  that  Spirituality:  Sinners  saved  by  Grace. — 3.  It  is  an  p]verlasting  King^ 
doin.->4.  It  is  to  be  a  Universal  Kingdom. — 5.  Witness  Bearing  for  Christy  the 
■pedal  Mission  of  the  Gospel  Church. — 6.  The  immediate  Object  of  tliis  is,  the 
Extension  and  Perfection  of  the  Kingdom  itself. — 7.  Infmite  Freedom  and  Fltnen 
of  the  Grospel  OfiTer. — 8.  The  Form  and  Action  of  the  Church  in  extending  and 
perfecting  itself)  illustrates  its  own  Nature  and  End,  as  well  as  the  Nature  of 
God's  Being  and  Grace. — 9.  The  obligatory  Force  of  the  divine  Organization  of 
the  Church  thus  developed :  Its  Relation  to  Faith  and  to  Morals. — 10.  Reaouroet 
of  the  Church  in  perfecting  and  extending  herself:  These  are  Marks  of  her  Nih 
ture  and  End. — 11.  The  Position  of  false  Professors  and  Sects,  with  reference  to 
the  Yisiblo  Church.— 12.  The  Relation  of  the  Infant  Seed  of  Believers  to  the 
Yiaible  Church. 

1. 1. — I  HAVE  shown  that  tlie  entire  organization  of  the  Church 
of  God  is  produced  from  within  outwardly,  and  has  been  obtained 
under  the  successive  and  special  ordinations  of  God,  by  the  direc- 
tion which  he  gave,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  elemental  principles 
which  constituted  his  own  idea  of  his  Kingdom.  I  have  also 
pointed  out  more  incidentally  how  the  Church,  under  each  suc- 
cessive form  of  it,  casting  oflF  whatever  was  i»eculiar  only  to  the 
preceding  dispensation,  has  preserved  throuijh  all  clisj)ensation8 
eveiy  outward  mark  responsive  to  its  own  absolute  nature,  which 
was  ever  bestowed  on  it  by  God.  The  Sabbath  ordained  by  Qod 
at  the  creation,  and  ordained  afresh  as  part  of  the  Moral  Law  at 
Sinai,  endures  in  its  divine  force.  The  worship  of  God  by  bloody 
sacrifices  statedly  practised  from  the  fall  of  man,  observed  by  all 
the  patriarchs,  erected  into  the  form  of  a  sacrament  in  the  Pass- 
over, and  thoroughly  incorporated  with  the  daily  life  of  the  Church 
under  the  Mosaic  dispensation  :  so  found  its  consummation  in  the 
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ncrifice  of  the  Son  of  God,  that  the  one  offering  of  himself  by 
which  he  hath  perfected  forever  them  that  are  sanctifledi  ia  the 
living  way  whereby  alone  we  can  enter  into  the  holiest  by  the 
bbod  of  Jesus.'  The  sacraments,  though  their  form  be  changed, 
are  even  more  distinctly  signs  and  seals  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace 
than  they  were  when  first  given  to  the  Church.  The  will  of  Ghxl 
made  known  to  us  by  bis  most  holy  word,  is  just  the  same  infiU-  • 
lible  rule  of  our  faith  and  our  obedience,  as  when  it  was  person- 
ally addressed  by  God  to  the  ancient  saints,  or  when  it  was  com- 
municated in  visions,  made  known  by  heavenly  messengers,  or 
spoken  by  inspired  Prophets  and  Apostles.  Divine  ordinances  of 
worship,  of  instruction,  and  of  rule,  however  their  form  may  vaiy 
under  successive  dispensations,  have  always  been  of  the  very  es- 
sence of  the  visible  Church — ^have  always  sprung  from  God  him- 
self—have always  been  grounded  in  the  exclusive  headship  of 
Christ  in  the  Church,  in  the  union  aud  communion  of  his  saints 
with  him,  in  their  communion  with  each  other,  and  in  his  rejec- 
tion of  the  world  and  their  separation  from  it  I  am  not  come  to 
destroy,  but  to  fulfil,  were  the  emphatic  words  of  the  Lord  Jesus ; 
Till  heaven  and  earth  pass,  one  jot  or  one  tittle  shall  in  nowise 
pass  from  the  law,  till  all  be  fulfilled.* 

2.  We  possess  in  the  sacred  Scriptures  a  plain  account  of  the 
progress  of  this  divine  KiDgdom  on  earth,  from  the  fall  of  man 
till  about  the  close  of  the  first  century  of  the  Christian  era,  cov- 
ering a  period  of  forty-one  centuries.  The  subsequent  progress 
of  this  Kingdom  for  seventeen  centuries  and  a  half,  to  our  own 
day,  is  preserved  in  its  own  annals,  in  the  records  of  those  who 
have  hated  and  sought  to  destroy  it,  and  in  the  testimonies  of 
those  nations  which  have  lived  side  by  side  with  it  through  all 
generations  ;  some  of  which  also  precede  the  advent  of  Christ  by 
many  centuries,  and  some  were  coincident  with  his  life,  and  with 
the  first  ages  of  the  Gospel  Church.  We  have  its  history  from 
the  origin  of  time  and  of  man  to  the  present  moment :  and  of 
all  that  has  existed  on  earth  this  is  true  concerning  it  alone.  In 
the  age  of  the  Apostles  themselves  it  seems  to  have  penetrated 
the  mass  of  all  human  society,  and  to  have  found  its  way  to  the 
ends  of  the  earth  ;  and  through  innumerable  vicissitudes,  in  de- 
fiance of  perpetual  persecution,  and  notwithstanding  its  own  ter- 
rible corruptions  and  apostacies,  it  finds  itself  recognized,  after 
1  Heb.,  z.  10-20.  a  Matt,  y.  11-20. 
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eighteen  centuries,  by  the  predominant  nations  and  races  of  man- 
kind, as  a  divine  Kingdom  upon  which  are  staked  the  highest 
interests  of  man  and  the  greatest  glory  of  God.  We  have 
means  thoroughly  complete  of  estimating  its  nature  and  its 
progress. 

8.  Invested  with  such  a  history,  it  is  living  before  our  faces, 
the  most  important  and  the  most  wide-spread  of  all  existing  in- 
stitutions. Rent,  indeed,  in  many  ways,  when  casually  observed ; 
manifested  under  various  forms,  more  or  less  inconsistent  with 
each  other ;  exhibiting  in  its  separate  parts  an  extreme  variety 
of  condition,  from  one  of  fierce  persecution  by  the  world  up  to 
one  of  pampered  luxury — from  one  of  earnest  struggh'ng  for  the 
truth  down  to  one  of  hopeless  indifference  concerning  Christ. 
But  this  diversified  state  of  things  affords  us  the  more  ample 
materials  for  an  enlightened  judgment,  concerning  that  true  and 
wonderful  commonwealth  of  the  saints,  which  has  survived  the 
endless  convulsions  in  which  all  other  institutions  have  perished, 
and  which  seems  not  only  to  be  established  in  the  henrt  of  all 
existing  civilissation,  but  to  be  the  very  parent  and  nurse  of 
it  all. 

4.  Moreover,  to  enlarge  and  rectify  our  appreciation,  alike  of 
this  vast  history  both  divine  and  human,  and  of  this  boundless 
existing  manifestation,  we  are  furnished  in  the  Scriptures  with 
the  prophetic  history  of  this  city  of  God  to  the  end  of  time.  If 
we  choose  to  allege  that  the  prophecies  which  constitute  so  large 
a  part  of  the  divine  word,  are  wrested  and  misapplied  by  the  most 
of  those  who  have  expounded  tliem  ;  this  only  leaves  to  us  a 
greater  mass  of  history  yet  to  be  enacted,  the  whole  of  which  we 
must  take  some  account  of,  in  forming  our  judgment  of  the  abso- 
lute nature,  the  total  progress,  and  the  ultimate  destiny  of  the 
Messianic  Kingdom.  In  every  such  attempt  we  have  this  immense 
advantage,  that  besides  knowing  what  is  past,  and  seeing  what 
exists,  we  are  instructed  also  concerning  what  is  to  come.* 

5.  There  are,  however,  means  still  surer  than  those  already 
pointed  out — complete  as  they  appear  to  be — of  estimating  the 
nature  and  end  of  that  Kingdom  of  God  whose  divine  idea  and 
elemental  principles  I  have  endeavoured  to  trace  in  the  prece- 
ding chapter.  God  has  himself  defined  everything  for  us.  He 
has  not  only  caused  the  detailed  history  of  his  Church  for  four 

»  2  Peter,  L  19-21. 
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thousand  years,  to  be  written  by  inspirt^d  men,  and  the  prophetic 
hiE?tory  of  it  to  the  end  of  time  to  be  added  in  like  manner — 
causing  also  the  whole  histnr}*  and  the  whole  prophecy  to  be  a 
perpetual  and  mutual  commentary  upon  each  other  ;  but  be  has 
explained  clearly  the  motive  and  end  of  that  Kingdum  whose  de- 
sign, progresfi^  and  final  triumph^  all  thm  history  and  prophecy 
conecraed.  To  what  end  he  set  up  auch  a  Kingdom,  and  under 
what  inducementa  ;  the  precise  nature  of  the  Kingdom  itself — 
what  objects  exactly  it  wa«  designed  to  accomplish — and  by  what 
means ;  these  are  the  very  things  which  invest  the  pnigrDss  of 
the  Kingdom  with  such  importance,  and  lend  so  much  glor}^  to 
the  prophecies,  which  foretell,  and  to  the  histories  which  recoitl 
its  career*  The  Lord  God  said  unto  the  serpentj  I  will  jmt  en- 
mity between  thee  and  the  woman,  and  between  thy  seed  and 
her  seed:  it  shall  bruise  thy  head,  and  thou  shalt  bruise  his  heeL^ 
How  widely  separated  in  knowledge  as  well  as  in  centuries,  10  thii 
earliest  form  in  which  the  nature  and  design  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Messiah  is  expressed,  from  the  furm  in  which  its  triumph  is  ex- 
pressed— Come,  ye  blessed  of  my  Father^  inherit  the  Kingdom 
prepared  for  you  from  the  t«>undation  of  the  world  :  Depart  from 
me,  ye  cursed,  into  everlixsting  fire,  prepared  for  the  devil  and 
his  angels  !*  But  that  vast  interval  of  time  is  not  more  com- 
pletely tilled  up  with  the  progress  of  the  Church,  than  that  vast 
interval  in  knowledge  is  filled  up  with  divine  instruction  concern* 
ing  her  nature  and  end/ 

IL — 1.  In  attempting  to  disclose,  briefly,  that  which  I  ha^e 
just  shown  we  have  such  aboumling  materials  for  appreciating 
justly ;  the  whole  current  of  thought  which  distinguibhes  this 
Treatise,  and  the  special  care  which  has  been  taken  in  explain- 
ing the  doctrines  of  grace  and  salvation,  render  it  unnecessary  to 
prove  afresh  that  the  Kingdom  of  Christ  is  exclusively  a  spirit- 
ual Kingdom.  Separated  unto  God  by  an  eternal  election,*  5e|>- 
amted  unto  Clirist  by  the  effectual  calling  of  his  word  and  Spirit 
during  their  eartlily  pilgrimage,*  separated  unto  eternal  glory 
and  blej^sedness  in  the  world  to  come  ;*  whatever  Kingdom  these 
children  of  God  may  constitute— tu  the  exelnsion  of  all  others — 
is  as  necessarily  a  Kingdom  created  and  held  united  by  the  Spirit 

1  Gen.,  iiL  14,  1&.  *  Malt.,  xx^.  31,  41. 

•  Eph.,  V,  23-33;  Matt.,  xvi.  18;  I  Cor^  xlL  12,  13  j  Rool,  xr.  8-17. 

*  John,  xi.  51 »  52.  »  1  Cor.,  L  9.  '  E©T.»  viL  9,  10. 
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of  Qod,  as  it  IB  one  whose  Lord  is  the  Lord  of  glory.  And  so 
the  Saviour  said  plainly  to  Pilate,  My  Kingdom  is  not  of  this 
world/  Nor  in  all  his  wondrous  teaching  is  anything  made  more 
clear,  than  that  in  order  to  see  his  Kingdom  we  must  be  bom 
again — ^in  order  to  enter  into  it  we  must  be  bom  of  water  and  of 
the  Spirit.'  That  which  is  bom  of  the  flesh  is  flesh  ;  and  that 
which  is  bom  of  the  Spirit  is  Spirit.'  Flesh  and  blood  cannot 
inherit  the  Kingdom  of  God :  neither  doth  corruption  inherit  in- 
cormption.*  But  the  Church  of  Christ  is  his  body,  the  fulness 
of  him  that  filleth  all  in  all ;  and  God,  in  giving  him  to  be  its 
head,  hath  put  all  things  under  his  feet,  and  given  him  to  be  the 
head  over  all  things  to  the  Church.' 

2.  This  spirituality  thus  disclosed  is,  however,  of  an  exceed- 
ingly peculiar  kind.  For  what  is  demanded  is,  not  only  fitness 
for  a  Kingdom  altogether  spiritual,  but  a  spiritual  fitness  created 
by  a  new  and  divine  generation  of  a  human  soul  dead  in  tres- 
passes and  sins.*  This  Kingdom  is  composed  exclusively  of  peni- 
tent and  believing  sinners,  who  are  saved  by  divine  grace.  Christ 
bved  the  Church,  and  gave  himself  for  it  f  but  it  is  sinners,  and 
not  the  righteous,  whom  Jesus  calls  to  repentance."  They  that 
be  whole  need  not  a  physician,  but  they  that  are  sick.®  Utterly 
diffarent  from  any  Kingdom  which  could  be  formed  of  fallen  men, 
who  are  unregenerate,  the  Kingdom  of  Messiah  is  also  wholly  dif- 
ferent from  any  which  could  have  been  formed  of  men  who  had 
never  fallen.  At  the  foundation  of  this  latter  difference  lies  the 
sublime  reality,  that  saved  sinners  share  a  common  nature  with 
the  Son  of  God,  in  a  twofold  manner ;  namely,  by  bis  assumption 
of  their  nature  in  his  incarnation,  and  by  their  participation  of 
his  nature  through  their  regeneration. '° 

3.  This  is  also  an  everlasting  Kingdom.  For  Iramanuel's 
throne  and  dominion  are  forevermore,  and  the  increase  of  his 
govemment  and  peace  shall  have  no  end :"  and  the  Kingdom  of 
the  saints  of  the  Most  High  is  an  everlasting  Kingdom."  How- 
ever the  world  and  Satan  may  have  appeared  to  prevail  against 
the  Kingdom  of  God,  under  the  antecedent  forms  of  it ;  as  soon 
as  there  was  written  upon  its  immovable  foundation — Christy  the 

"  John,  xviii  36,  37.  •  John,  iii.  1-13.  ^  John,  iii.  6. 

«  1  Cor.,  XV.  60.  «  Eph.,  i.  22,  23.  •  Eph.,  il  passtm, 

1  Eph.,  V.  26.  ■  Matt,  ix.  13.  •  Matt,  ix.  12. 

»  Jolin,  I  14;  2  Peter,  14.  "  Isaiah,  viL  14;  ix.  6, 1. 
"  Daniel,  ii.  44;  Yii.  27. 
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8<m  €f  the  living  Ood  ; — ^firom  that  moment  tiie  g»teft  of  hell  kst 
pH  power  to  prevail*  Howeyer  it  may  have  repented  God  when 
he  saw  the  .exceeding  wickedneBs  of  man,  that  he  had  made  him 
on  the  earth  ;*  the  gifts  of  God  to  his  Ghnroh  and  his  saints,  and 
his  calling  of  his  saints  into  his  Kingdom,  are  without  repent- 
ance.' If  God  spared  not  his  own  Son,  bat  delivered  him  up  for 
OS  all,  how  shall  he  not  with  him  freely  give  ns  all  thingp  P  And 
if  when  we  were  enemies,  we  were  reconciled  to  Gkid  hjtl)0  death 
of  his  Son,  much  more  being  reconciled,  we  shall  be  saved  bj  his 
life.'  Always,  everywhere,  even  uoto  the  end  of  the  world,  Christ 
is  with  us :'  and  when  time,  and  earth,  and  sin,  are  done  with 
forever,  infinite  glory  and  blessedness  await  the  Kingdom  and 
the  saints  of  him  who  hath  on  his  vesture  and  on  his  tUgh  a 
name  written,  JTtfi^  </  kinga^  and  Lard  <^  lords  P 

4  This  Eongdom  ib  to  be  universal,  even  upon  this  earCjh.  So 
ftr  is  it  firom  being  possible  that  it  should  fail,  the  assnnd  end 
of  the  conflict  which  so  many  ages  have  already  witnessed .  wiH 
he,  that  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  are  to  become  the  kingdoos 
of  our  Lord  and  of  his  Christ ;  and  he  shall  reign  forever  and 
ever.*  The  followers  of  Christ  differ  widely,  as  to  the  times  and 
the  seasons  of  bringing  to  pass  this  great  purpose  of  Qoi  :  they 
differ  also  as  to  the  form  and  as  to  the  substance  of  the  event 
itself:  nor  is  it  under  such  circumstances  the  part  of  wisdom  to 
assert,  as  of  faith,  peculiar  dogmas  concerning  this  glorious  hope 
common  to  us  all,  which  is  admitted  to  be  not  yet  realized.  As 
to  the  general  truth  involved,  no  one  may  call  himself  a  Christian 
and  deny  that  God  manifest  in  the  flesh  is  to  be  believed  on  in 
the  world,  any  more  than  ho  may  deny  either  of  the  other  incon- 
trovertible elements  of  the  mystery  of  jnrodliuess.*  It  is  no  more 
certain  that  the  whole  creation  groaneth  and  travaileth  in  pain 
together  until  now  ;^®  than  it  is  that  the  creature  itself  also  shall 
be  delivered  from  the  bondage  of  corruption,  into  the  glorious 
liberty  of  the  children  of  God ;"  than  that  there  shall  be  new 
heavens  and  a  new  earth  wherein  shall  dwell  nothing  but  right- 
eousness, and  none  but  they  whose  names  are  written  in  the 
Lamb's  Book  of  Life  ;"  and  that  the  saints  shall  live  and  reign 

*  Matt,  xvi.  13-18.  •  Gen.,  vi.  6.  •  Rom^  xi.  S9. 

4  Horn.,  viii  32.  <  Bom.,  v.  10.  *  Matt,  xxriii.  20. 

'  Rev.,  xix.  16 ;  xxii.  1-6.  •  Rev.,  xL  17.  •  1  TiiD^  iil  IS. 

*•  Rom.,  viii.  22.  "  RooL,  vilL  21. 

"  2  Peter,  iil  13 ;  Rev.,  xxl  1,  21. 
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vkb  Chmt  upon  earth.'  The  etone  that  was  cut  oat  without 
hiodi  ihall  not  only  break  in  pieoos  and  consume  every  earthly 
Kingdom^  but  it  shall  become  a  great  mountain,  and  fill  the 
whole  earth."  Behold,  saith  God,  all  souls  are  mine  ;*  as  I  live, 
ereiy  knee  shall  bow  to  me,  and  every  tongue  confess  to  God.* 

5.  The  children  of  this  Kingdom  have  an  unspeakable  mis- 
sion. Nor  is  this  more  remarkable  in  anytiiing,  than  in  their  re- 
lation to  the  method  by  which  the  Kingdom  itself  is  perfected 
and  extended.  Almost  at  the  moment  of  Christ's  final  ascension 
to  heaven,  his  Apostles,  encouraged  by  the  condescension  and 
distinctness  of  his  parting  instructions  to  them,  ventured  to  in- 
quire particularly  concerning  the  very  subjects  I  have  been  dis- 
coBsing.  They  asked  him,  Lord,  wilt  thou  at  this  time  restore 
again  the  Kingdom  to  Israel  ?*  His  answer  was  clear  and  deci- 
sive. It  is  not  for  you  to  know  the  times  or  the  seasons,  which 
the  Father  hath  put  in  his  own  power.  But  ye  shall  receive 
power,  after  the  Holy  Ghost  is  come  upon  you  :  and  ye  shall  be 
witnesses  unto  me,  both  in  Jerusalem,  and  in  all  Judea,  and  in 
Samaria,  and  unto  the  uttermost  part  of  the  earth.'  To  be  wit- 
nesses for  Jesus,  both  in  the  testimony  they  bear,  and  in  the  war- 
five  they  carry  on,  is  the  especial  mission  of  every  member  of  his 
Kingdom  in  its  present  fonn,  involved  in  the  very  nature  and 
end  of  the  Kingdom  itself.  Each  one,  no  doubt,  in  his  place  and 
according  to  his  lot  and  the  grace  given  to  him  f  but  every  one 
of  the  chosen  generation,  the  royal  priesthood,  the  holy  nation, 
the  peculiar  people,  showing  forth  the  praises  of  him  who  hath 
called  them  out  of  darkness  into  his  marvellous  light.^  The 
Gospel  Church,  in  the  form  given  to  it  by  the  Apostles,  is  the 
fruit  of  their  divine  vocation  and  authority  received  from  tlie 
Lord,  and.  of  their  anointing  with  the  Spirit  on  the  day  of  Pen- 
tecost ;  and  the  dispensation  of  the  S'i)irit  with  power  and  the 
militant  state  of  the  Gospel  Church,  both  lie  between  the  anoint- 
ing and  the  fit  time  and  exact  season  reserved  by  the  Father  ex- 
clusively to  himself.^  Our  fitness  to  bear  the  testimony  required 
of  us  as  members  of  Christ  and  members  one  of  another,^^  de- 

'  Rev.,  XX.  4-10;  2  Tim.,  ii,  11,  12.  •  Daniel,  iL  35,  41. 

»  Ezekiel,  xviiL  4.  *  Rom.,  xiv.  11 ;  Phil.,  il  10,  11. 

•  Acta,  i.  6.  •  Acts  L  7,  8. 
'  Eph.,  iv.  1-16.  •  1  Peter,  ii.  9. 

*  Uatt,  xxiv.  30;  Mark,  xiil  32 ;  1  Theas.,  v.  1,  2. 
*•  Eph.,  V.  30;  iv.  25;  Rom.^  xii.  6. 
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pends  upon  our  own  commanion  with  ChriBt  through  £uth,  and 
with  each  other  in  love :  and  both  of  these  depend  immediately^ 
as  I  have  shown,  upon  the  power  and  the  illumination  of  the  Holy 
Ohost  shed  abroad  within  ns.  The  promise  of  the  Father,  the 
crowniog  proof  of  the  glorification  of  the  risen  Saviour,  and  ^ 
final  unction  of  the  Apostles  of  the  Lord,  all  agree  in  one,  and 
all  have  direct  relevancy  to  the  infinite  Spirit  whose  peculiar 
presence  is  our  great  heritage  in  these  last  days,  by  whose  power 
all  our  witness-bearing  is  accomplished,  and  all  who  oall  on  the 
name  of  the  Lord  are  saved.^ 

6.  This  glorious  witness-bearing  for  Christ,  under  the  support 
and  guidance  of  his  own  Spirit,  brings  us  in  the  special  diqieit- 
sation  albtted  to  us,  fiice  to  face  with  all  the  powers  of  this  worid^ 
in  all  our  endeavours  to  extend  the  Kingdom  of  God ;  and  il 
brings  us  face  to  face  with  our  brethren  in  Christ  in  all  our  etH 
deavours  to  perfect  the  Kingdom  in  itself.  But  to  extend  the 
Eangdom  of  Christ,  and  to  perfect  it— by  both  methods  hartiH 
ing  it  forward  to  its  glory— are  our  chief  duties,  stated  m  Ae 
most  general  manner,  and  considering  ourselves  as  of  the  Hooae- 
hold  of  God,  and  as  fellow-citizens  with  the  saints.*  This  is  the 
form  in  which  the  Lord  himself  has  put  it :  Go  ye,  therefore,  and 
teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and 
of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost ;  teaching  them  to  observe 
all  things,  whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you."  And  the  entire 
nature  of  Christ's  Kingdom  is  involved  in  this  brief  statement 
Its  mission  is  to  teach  :  to  teach  all  nations  :  to  teach  them  all, 
everytliing  commanded  by  the  Saviour.  Here  is  the  immense 
compass  of  our  duty,  and  the  exact  limit  of  our  authority,  in 
winning  souls  to  Clirist.  And  when  they  have  been  won,  they 
must  be  gathered  into  his  fold,  and  baptized  in  the  name  of  the 
Triune  God,  and  taught  to  observe  every  command  of  the  Lord. 
They  must  be  as  his  children  arc,  and  do  as  his  children  do.  And 
thus  new  conquests  are  made,  and  thus  the  Kingdom  is  perfected 
within,  and  thus  it  grows  both  in  the  breadth  of  its  reign,  and  the 
power  of  its  life,  and  thus  by  both  methods  our  witness-bearing 
hastens  the  glory  which  is  to  be  revealed  in  us.*  To  keep  alive 
in  our  hearts  an  interest  corresponding  with  the  work  we  are 
called  to  perform,  the  Lord  Jesus  has  set  before  us  the  most 

'  Joel,  il  28-32 ;  Acts,  il  16-21 ;  Rom.,  x.  12-15.  •  Eph.,  il  19-22. 

"  Matt,  xviriii.  19,  20.  *  Eom^  viil  18. 
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OTerwhelming  motires,  derived  from  his  own  glory  and  presence 
with  us,  and  from  the  infinite  reward  he  will  bestow  on  us.  All 
power  18  given  unto  me  in  heaven  and  in  earth.  Lo,  I  am  with 
you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world.  Be  thou  faithful 
unto  death,  and  I  will  give  you  a  crown  of  life.' 

7.  Thus  composed  and  marshalleil,  this  Kingdom  proclaims 
continually  its  readiness  and  its  fitness  to  receive  every  penitent 
sinner  of  our  lost  race,  and  to  train  him  in  the  exalted  and  eter- 
nal flervice  and  enjoyment  of  God.  Its  banners  have  no  legend 
more  broadly  inscribed  on  them  than  that  faithful  saying,  and 
worthy  of  all  acceptation — Christ  Jesus  came  into  the  world  to 
save  fiinners.'  And  so  its  efforts  to  extend  itself,  are  made  in  the 
widest  sense  of  the  freedom  of  the  Gospel  offer ;  and  against  the 
ranks  of  its  fiercest  enemies,  its  message  of  defiance  is.  Whoso- 
ever will,  let  him  take  the  water  of  life  freely  !*  Amongst  its 
h^est  obligations,  it  seeks  to  keep  alive  in  the  hearts  of  all  men, 
a  sense  of  the  infinite  perfectness  of  God's  claim  upon  the  whole 
universe ;  sounding  through  all  lands  the  edict  of  Jehovah — All 
souls  are  mine  ;*  and  warning  every  creature  that  God  hath  ap- 
pointed a  day  in  tho  which  he  will  judge  the  w^orld  in  righteous- 
ness by  that  man  whom  he  hath  ordained,  and  therefore  he  com- 
mandeth  all  men  everywhere  to  repent.*  Nor  is  its  duty  at  all 
affected,  whether  men  will  hear,  or  whether  they  will  forbear. 
The  infinite  fitness  and  freedom  of  the  offer  of  salvation,  and  the 
infinite  right  and  authority  of  God  by  which  that  offer  is  enforced, 
may  not,  indeed,  commend  our  message  to  the  hearts  of  men. 
Some  may  receive  it  after  many  repetitions,  some  may  reject  it 
fiercely  and  contemptuously,  some  may  turn  and  rend  those  who 
bring  it.  In  general,  men  will  be  brought  one  by  one  into  the 
Kingdom  ;  in  times  of  great  awakening  they  will  come  like  the 
countless  drops  of  dew  from  the  womb  of  the  morning  :  and  in 
the  day  of  glory,  a  nation  will  be  bom  at  once.  He  who  made 
his  soul  an  offering  for  sin,  shall  see  of  the  travail  of  his  soul,  and 
shall  be  satisfied.'  And  the  children  of  God  insufficient  as  they 
may  be,  yet  in  all  their  endeavours  are  unto  God  a  sweet  savour 
of  Christ  in  them  that  are  saved,  and  in  them  that  perish :  to 
the  one  the  savour  of  death  unto  death ;  and  to  the  other  the 
savour  of  life  unto  life.^ 

»  Matt,  xxYiii.lS-20;  Bev.,  ii.  10.  «  1  Tim.,  i  16.  »  Rev.,  xxil  17. 

«£zekirl,xriiL4.    *  Acta,  rnl  30, 31.       *  Isaiah,  liu  10, 11.      M  Cor.,  il  15,  16. 
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8.  Every  one  of  the  hein  of  this  Kingdom^  thm  gathered  into 
it^  thus  perfected  in  it,  and  thus  in  turn  extending  and  peiAet- 
ing  it,  stands  related  to  God  in  such  a  manner  that  not  only  the 
infinite  grace,  but  the  unsearchable  being  also  of  CKmI,  is  mani- 
fested upon  them  all  What  is  more,  their  former  ndn,  and  the 
perfection  of  their  eternal  blessedness,  are  both  kept  oonttnually 
before  their  hearts,  in  the  whole  method  of  their  recoTery.  It  is 
the  eternal  electing  love  of  QoA  the  Father,  which  is  the  fimnda- 
tion  of  their  divine  call  into  this  Kingdom.  It  is  their  redemp- 
tion through  the  infinite  sacrifice  of  God  the  Son,  that  is  the 
ground  of  their  actual  participation  of  this  Kingdom.  It  ia  by 
the  work  of  God  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  their  fitness  for  this  Kingw 
dom  and  their  faithfulness  in  it,  are  produced.  It  is  thioeg^  the 
influence  of  the  divine  Word,  and  the  communion  of  the  aaiiita 
with  Christ  and  with  each  other,  in  their  mutual  co-operatfam  fbr 
perfecting  and  extending  this  Kingdom,  that  the  love  of  God 
the  Father,  the  saving  grace  or  the  Lord  Jesus  Christy  and  the 
communion  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  make  themselves  practicanynaa* 
ifest  in  the  Body  of  Christ.  All  the  heirs  of  the  Kingdom  stand 
also  in  such  a  relation  to  each  other,  as  is  expressive  of  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  supernatural  change  which  has  been  wrought 
in  them  all.  Children  of  God  and  brethren  of  each  other — ^not 
rebels  against  God,  and  aliens  from  each  other — as  they  were  be- 
fore ;  heirs  of  God,  joint  heirs  with  Christ,  inheritors  together  of 
crowns  of  glory — not  outcasts,  and  accursed,  and  hastening  to 
perdition,  as  they  once  were.  This  immeasurable  transformation 
is  expressed  by  saying,  they  are  brethren — being  all  brethren  of 
Christ  and  sons  of  God.  In  the  very  mode,  therefore,  in  which 
the  Kingdom  of  God  is  constituted,  in  its  most  elemental  aspect, 
we  find  the  expression  of  its  very  nature  and  end,  and  tho  ex- 
pression also  in  a  concrete  form,  of  the  chief  truths  which  enter 
into  the  plan  of  salvation. 

9.  It  is  this  Church  of  Christ  that  has  received  from  OxkI  a 
particular  outward  organization,  suited  to  its  nature  and  end,  by 
means  of  which  it  may  accomplish  in  the  most  complete  manner, 
the  immediate  object  of  its  existence,  namely,  the  gathering  and 
perfecting  of  the  saints,  in  this  life,  to  the  end  of  the  world.'  If 
God  had  given  to  it  no  outward  organization,  no  sacraments,  no 
office-bearers,  as  he  appears  for  many  centuries  after  the  fall,  not 

*  Eph.,  iv.  jKUftfii. 
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to  have  done  ;  the  Church  has  do  power  to  ordain  them.  If  God 
has  given  any  to  the  Church — as  indeed  he  has — her  whole  duty 
and  authority  in  that  respect  are  exhausted^  in  accepting  and 
fulfilling  his  divine  ordinations.  To  presume,  in  either  case,  to 
depart  from  the  revealed  will  of  God,  is  as  really  to  set  aside  his 
divine  authority,  as  it  would  be  to  change  the  doctrine,  strictly  so 
called,  which  he  has  revealed  to  our  faith,  or  the  precepts  of  mo- 
rality which  he  has  made  the  rule  of  our  obedience.  Such  at- 
tempts deliberately  made,  concerning  human  sovereignties,  are 
treason,  rebellion,  revolution  :  in  the  Church,  they  are  direct  as- 
saolts  upon  the  majesty  of  God,  upon  the  headship  of  Christ 
over  the  Church,  and  upon  the  freedom  of  the  Church  itself. 
How  far  they  may  be  carried,  on  either  hand,  without  destroying 
the  natare  and  defeating  the  end  of  the  visible  Church,  is  a  ques- 
tion precisely  analogous  to  similar  questions  concerning  faith  and 
morals.  In  all  three  cases,  certain  departures  from  the  revealed 
will  of  Otodj  may  be  treated  a»  endurable  ;  others  must  be  con- 
sidered fatal.  Assuredly  it  is  one  of  the  most  distinct  character- 
istics of  the  Gospel  Church,  that  it  is  the  Kingdom  of  Christ 
under  a  visible  form,  divinely  bestowed  on  it.  Its  organization 
is  expressly  so  created  and  distributed  by  God,  as  on  the  one 
hand,  to  make  full  account  of  the  nature  and  end  of  a  Kingdom 
so  remarkable  ;  and  on  the  other,  to  enable  it  to  move  and  act, 
within  itself,  with  the  greatest  freedom  and  perfection,  and  to 
exert  its  force  without,  in  a  manner  the  most  constant  and 
efficacious.  If  it  were  otherwise,  both  the  methods  by  which 
it  accomplishes  its  divine  mission  would  be  obstructed,  or  de- 
stroyed. 

10.  It  is  thus  that  the  Church  of  the  living  God,  is  fitted  for 
her  great  work  on  earth.  In  her  hands  are  all  the  words  of  eter- 
nal life,  which  God  has  revealed  in  a  permanent  form  for  the  sal- 
vation of  man.  In  her  bosom  are  all  the  instrumentalities,  by 
-which  this  inspired  truth  is  ordinarily  made  effectual  in  the 
human  souL  In  the  hearts  of  her  children  accompanying  her 
ordinances  in  their  faithful  use,  and  attending  the  divine  word 
committed  to  her  keeping  in  its  circuit  through  the  e:irth,  is  that 
divine  Comforter  whose  outpouring  was  the  great  promise  of  the 
Father,  and  whose  perpetual  presence  was  one  of  the  lost  and 
greatest  promises  of  the  Son.  Over  her  and  around  about  her,  is 
that  ceaseless  and  irresistible  providence  of  Gt>d,  by  means  of 
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which  he  brings  all  events  to  pass  acooxding  to  the  eternal  pur* 
pose  of  his  will,  and  whoee  whole  coone  is  so  ordained  that  all 
things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  Qod*  And 
higher  than  the  highest  heavens,  her  glorified  Bedeemer  sits  at 
the  right  hand  of  the  majesty  on  high,  a  Prince  and  a  Baviour-^ 
to  give  repentance  to  Israel  and  the  forgiveness  of  sins — head 
over  all  things  to  the  Church,  which  is  his  body,  the  fokiess  jof 
him  that  filleth  all  in  all  Surely  we  need  not  doubt  that  Qod 
will  make  known  through  his  Church,  unto  principalitiss  aod 
powers,  his  own  manifold  wisdom :'  nor  that  in  the  dispensataon 
of  the  fulness  of  times,  all  things  will  be  gathered  in  one^  ib 
Christ,  both  which  are  in  heaven,  and  which  are  on  earth,  even  in 
him." 

11.  There  are  two  topics  which  may  be  supposed  to  reqaima 
few  words  of  explanation  under  the  view  I  have  presented  of  tka 
Church  of  God.  One  of  them  ooncems  the  position  of  such  jfKh 
ftssed  members  of  the  yisible  Church,  as  are  not  the  childraa  of 
God :  the  other  concerns  the  in&nt  seed  of  true  belieTen.  CkiB* 
coming  the  former,  whatever  difficulty  may  exist  lies  in  tha.4»* 
main  of  Church  Discipline,  which  I  will  treat  in  another  ptaes^ 
and  not  id  that  of  the  organization  of  the  Church,  which  is  the 
subject  of  immediate  consideratioo.  In  the  nature  of  the  case, 
the  more  perfectly  the  apparent  Church  corresponds  with  the  real 
Church,  the  more  perfect  the  former  must  be ;  and  the  more  com- 
pletely our  definitions  in  a  Treatise  like  this,  express  what  actu- 
ally is  according  to  the  ordination  of  God,  and  not  what  is  merely 
apparent  and  delusive,  through  the  wickedness  of  man,  the  more 
nearly  does  our  teaching  approach  the  truth  of  God.  As  a  ques- 
tion of  Ethics  and  Philosophy,  nothing  would  be  more  absuid, 
than  to  make  our  definitions  false,  in  order  to  give  a  certain  validity 
to  appearances  which  are  known  to  be  deceptive.  Whatever  dif- 
ficulties may  be  supposed  to  exist  in  the  just  application  of  the 
discipline  of  the  Church,  so  as  to  exclude  from  its  communion 
those  whom  God  has  forbidden  to  approach  it ;  nothing  in  the 
Sciiptures  is  more  obvious,  nothing  in  the  constant  faith  of  the 
Church  is  niore  settled,  nothing  is  more  clear  to  human  reason, 
than  that  all  children  of  the  Devil  are  mere  intruders  into  the 
visible  Church,  and  ought  to  be  cast  out  of  it.  They  who  are  not 
the  true  followers  of  Christ,  cannot  be  members  of  Christ ;  they 
>  Eph.,  iil  10.  •  Bph^  L  la 
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who  are  not  members  of  Christ  cannot  be  members  one  of  an- 
other, in  any  Christian  sense  ;  but  the  possibility  of  making  the 
body  of  Christ  \isible  by  means  of  any  external  organization, 
rests  upon  these  two  truths,  namely,  that  we  are  members  of 
Christ,  and  of  each  other.  Whatever  organization  is  composed 
on  opposite  principles,  is  necessarily  corrupt :  whatever  individ- 
ual, destitute  of  fellowship  with  Christ  and  with  Christ's  people, 
intrudes  into  a  true  Church,  is  merely  an  intruder.  We  delude 
oarsclves  by  a  word,  forgetting  that  it  is  not  the  same  thing  to 
be  visibly  a  member  of  some  organization  or  denomination  of 
Christians,  and  to  be  a  member  of  Christ  visibly  by  being  a  true 
member  of  his  visible  body.  It  is  another  question,  altogether, 
what  evidence  shall  be  deemed  suiBicient,  against  an  individual 
or  against  a  sect.  Concerning  which,  in  both  cases,  it  is  very  ob- 
vious that  if  either  the  evidence  itself,  or  the  matters  established 
by  it,  be  insufficient,  it  is  at  once  to  usurp  the  prerogative  of 
Christ,  and  to  outrage  our  brethren  in  him,  if  we  reject  as  false 
a  profession  of  discipleship,  which,  for  aught  that  appears,  is 
true. 

12.  The  covenanted  duty  of  Christian  parents  to  dedicate 
their  infant  children  to  God,  and  the  covenanted  right  of  the 
seed  of  believers  to  membership  in  the  Church  of  God,  will  be 
discussed  hereafter.  At  present,  it  is  sufficient  to  observe  that 
if  such  a  duty  rests  on  Christian  parents,  and  such  a  right  is 
given  by  God  to  their  infant  seed :  then  all  I  have  said,  so  far 
from  excluding  such  infant  members  from  the  visible  Church  of 
Christ,  necessarily  embraces  them.  Their  position  is  determined 
absolutely  by  the  decision  we  arrive  at,  concerning  the  cflFect  which 
the  faith  of  the  parent  has,  on  the  relation  of  his  infant  seed  to 
the  covenant  through  which  he  is  himself  saved.  When  the  pa- 
rent is  not  in  covenant  with  Christ,  it  cannot  be  j)retended  that 
he  has  any  covenant  duty  to  his  infant  seed,  or  that  it  has  any 
covenanted  right  based  on  the  faith  of  a  parent,  who  has  no  faith. 
I  suppose  that  nothing  concerning  God's  dealings  with  man, 
whether  in  creation,  in  providence,  or  in  grace,  is  more  remarka- 
ble, than  the  use  he  has  made  of  the  parental  relation,  and  the 
pains  he  has  taken  to  explain  to  us  that  use,  and  the  ground 
of  it. 
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DBDUonoK  AND  BXFOfiinoN  OF  THE  Knr0]X)ic  ov  GOD^  ooHuinwro 

AS  THB  YIBIBLB  OHUBGH  Of  CHBI8K 

Ll.  The  Bflbct  of  God'i  gradom  Interpodtiott  after  the  ROI,  vfoa  Unk*M  Bitotig  |» 
God.— S.  The  praoUcal  Beeolt  of  that  Interpoiritioii,  gdoenStf  ataMI 
TCttoal  Jane  of  tiw  Fkobotioa  of  the  Human  Baoe^  upon  the  OoadlHoiMi  i 

4.  Befealed  Reeott:  CooiiDg  of  tiie  Son  of  Hanr-IL  L  Dlf^^ 
BMM^SpiritoaUjCkmaidarad:  God'a  nianifcU  Dealinga  mpoMlf*  to  tM»„SM- 

;     iloaa^a.  ManifiddAapect  of  the  Kingdom  of  Ood:  YiaEUeOuiqohtf 

5.  8epaiatofh>m  the  WoiH  and  organised  ibr  the  Special  Sndi^  and  ^ 

alal  ICeana  of  ita  TUbimj:  Ooncatenatlon  of  Ood%  FkovNkMa  and  BtrnmAf^ 
JSL  1.  Katoreof  Manandof  SoeJety-Fnndamwitri  Prfna^iiM  of  Iht  ClM»% 
Ofganiiation^Bereatod  Ordfioatkin  of  God:  Belatka  between  tbem alLrr^fcr 
hanative  Statement  of  the  Fanctions  of  Society,  in  itadf  oonaidered  :--(•)  ^ 
aggregate  Expreasion  of  what  ia  Right:  Pablio  Will:  Law:— (ft)  BnftmMBMt 
of  the  Bnle  of  Right— bj  the  aggregate  Foroe:  Adminbtrattre  Aqthoi!^>- 
(c)  ExpOBition  and  Application  of  Law,  to  Diitios  and  Rig^ta:  Jndldal  Authoilly. 
— 3.  Dependence  of  these  Functions  of  Sodotjr,  on  the  Moral,  Rational,  and  Spi- 
ritual Nature  of. Man:  Their  Rolevancj  to  Grod,  the  universal  Lawgiver,  Judge^ 
and  Ruler.— 4.  Application  of  these  Principles  to  the  Visiblo  Church :  Fanda^ 
mental  Distinction  between  the  Gospel  Church  and  the  Civil  State. — 6.  Hie  Law 
of  Gk)d  the  sole  Law  of  the  Church  of  Christ :  Nature  and  Groond  of  thia  Feeo* 
liaritj. — 6.  Her  judicial  and  executive  Functions:  Their  Nature  and  Extent— 
7.  DeflniUou  of  the  Visible  Church  of  Christ,  now  Militant  under  the  Goqtel 
State  thereoC 

I. — 1.  The  Fall  of  Man  placed  the  human  race  in  such  ma 
estate,  that  its  uniyersal  perdition  could  be  prevented  no  other- 
wise, than  by  the  sovereign  aud  gracious  interposition  of  Ood, 
changing  the  relation  of  that  race  to  himself.  That  interposition 
occurred  :  and  a  clear  account  of  it,  in  its  whole  nature  and  do* 
sign,  has  been  given  to  us  by  God  in  the  sacred  Scriptures.  Those 
inspired  writings  contain — and  they  alone  contain — the  true  re- 
ligion of  man  considered  as  a  sinner :  and  that  religion  embraces 
the  sum  of  Gkni's  sovereign  and  gracious  interposition  to  preveot 
the  universal  perdition  of  the  human  race,  and,  therefore,  the  sum 
of  what  man  can  need  in  order  to  be  saved.  Yet  that  interposi- 
tion of  God  did  not  change  ihe  relation  of  our  fidlen  race  to  him, 
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by  abolishing  the  trae  religion  natural  to  man^  considered  merely 
as  a  creature  ;  but  by  graciously  adding  to  it,  in  a  way  of  divine 
revelation,  the  true  religion  needful  for  man,  considered  as  a  fallen 
and  depraved  creature.  By  what  is  added  Gk>d  becomes  the  Re- 
deemer, without  ceasing  to  be  the  Creator ;  and  the  saved  sinner 
remains  the  dependent  creature  of  €rod. 

2.  In  point  of  fact,  the  whole  human  family  has  never  been 
brought  under  the  influence  of  this  new  form,  in  which  life  and 
immortality  are  brought  to  light  by  the  Gtospel  On  the  contrary, 
besides  the  original  apostacy  in  Adam,  Gt>d  when  he  has  made 
inquest  on  signal  and  widely  separated  occasions,  has  found  our 
sinful  race  alike  ignorant  of  him,  and  hostile  to  him.  In  the  days 
of  Noah  he  drowned  the  whole  race  in  the  flood  of  waters,  saving 
alive  only  Noah  and  his  family.  In  the  days  of  Abraham  God 
chose  him  out  of  a  rebellious  world,  and  made  his  covenant  with 
him  as  the  father  of  the  faithful.  In  the  days  of  the  early  GK)s- 
pel  Church,  God  set  aside  even  his  ancient  people  for  their  sins, 
and  has  scattered  them  and  hidden  his  face  from  them  ever  since. 
And  Christ  himself  hath  demanded  concerning  what  is  yet  1>e- 
(oie  us,  When  the  Son  of  Man  cometh  shall  he  find  faith  on  the 
earth  ?*  The  knowledge  of  the  written  word  of  God  has  never 
been  communicated  to  any  one  entire  generation  of  men  ;  and, 
even  at  the  present  hour,  it  is  probable  that  the  larger  part  of  the 
human  family  are  in  ignorance  of  God's  designs  of  mercy  to  fallen 
men«  And  of  those  who  have  obtained  knowledge,  more  or  less 
complete,  on  that  momentous  subject,  it  is  probable  that  the 
greater  part  do  not  profess  to  have  received  the  truth  in  the  love 
of  it ;  and  of  thoso  who  make  that  profession,  neither  the  Scrip- 
tares,  nor  our  own  most  charitable  judgments  permit  us  to  doubt, 
that  multitudes  are  alike  ignorant  and  destitute  of  the  power  of 
divine  love.' 

3.  Such  is  the  practical  result  of  the  sovereign  and  gracious 
interposition  of  God  for  the  salvation  of  sinners,  as  exhibited  by  its 
progress  from  the  beginning  of  time.  And  the  whole  is  announced 
when  two  most  pregnant  statements  are  added.  First,  that  it  is 
not  given  to  mortals  to  foresee  how  long,  how  sad,  or  how  variable 
the  struggle  between  light  and  darkness  may  be,  before  the  final 
victory  is  won*— nor  yet  how  soon  that  last  triumph  may  come.* 

'  Luke,  xviiL  8.  *  Matt,  xxr.  passim. 

•  Matt,  xxiv.  36-42 ;  Acti^  L  7 ;  1  ThMS.,  ▼.  1-11. 
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AmA  seoondlj,  that  God's  Kingdom  has  always  been,  and  will 
oontinae  immovably  established,  in  this  rebellious  world;  and 
ihat  the  heirs  of  that  Kingdom  are  the  salt  of  the  eartlib--4he 
Hgkt  of  the  world/  Theoretically,  it  is  not  easy  to  see  how  this 
giwt  problem  conld  have  worked  itself  out  in  a  difierent  main 
ner,  npon  the  terms  stated ;  nor  how  any  resalt,  sobetantianj 
diflbrent,  oonld  ever  be  reached,  or  the  subject  extricate  itedf 
fnm  endless  conflict,  unless  some  of  the  conditions  of  the  prob- 
lem are  radically  changed,  on  one  side  or  the  other.  For  it  has 
been  shown  that  the  actual  condition  of  the  universe  is  tibii^ 
namely,  that  it  lies  under  the  curse  of  Qod — ^with  a  promue  of 
delrrerance ;  but  the  curse  is  broader  than  the  promise  in  thii^ 
that  in  some  sense  the  curse  embraces  all,  while  the  promise  taUi 
one  and  leaves  another ;  the  one  fastening  and  woiling  with  in* 
•laiit  and  universal  fbroe,  while  the  other,  pointing  chiefly  to  the 
ftrture  and  the  unseen,  worb  in  the  midst  of  our  darkzms  and 
pollution.  When  we  speak  of  the  grace  of  Gh>d,  the  sense  h  moat 
true  and  real,  but  it  is  also  strict :  when  we  speak  of  the  polfai^ 
tion  of  sin,  the  sense  is  not  only  true,  but  absolute  and  univexsaL 
And  the  grace  itself,  rich  as  it  is,  is  not  merely  for  our  deliver- 
ance, but  for  deliverance  in  such  a  way  that  a  true  probation  is 
made,  alike  of  those  who  reject  it,  and  of  those  who  are  led  in 
willing  captivity  to  it. 

4  The  Scriptures,  however,  leave  us  in  no  doubt  as  to  what 
the  real  event  will  be,  and  how  it  will  be  brought  to  pass.  The 
nature  and  certainty  of  the  change  that  will  occur  in  the  terms 
of  this  problem,  so  endless  and  insoluble  to  human  reason,  on  the 
conditions  stated,  are  amongst  the  clearest  and  grandest  parts 
of  the  revealed  scheme  of  our  deliverance.  The  advent  of  Christ 
was  the  great  promise  of  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  Testament : 
his  second  coming  is  at  once  the  great  promise  and  the  great 
threat  of  the  Scriptures  of  the  New  Testament."  However  we 
may  dispute  about  that  coming,  as  to  its  exact  manner,  its  set 
time,  and  all  its  sublime  incidents  and  results  ;  no  one  who  calls 
himself  an  heir  of  the  Kingdom  of  God,  ought  to  doubt  the  great 
fact  itself,  or  its  decisive  and  eternal  efficacy.  He  whose  right  it 
is,  shall  take  the  Kingdom.  The  Son  of  Man  shall  come  in  his 
glory,  and  all  the  holy  angels  with  him,  and  then  shall  he  sit 

*  Katt,  V.  13,  U;  xxviil  19,  20. 

*  Matt,  xxiv.  29-Sl;  xyL  26;  Mark,  xiiL  24r-2t ;  Ber^  L  4-8. 
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upon  the  throne  of  his  glory :  aad  before  him  shall  be  gathered 
aU  nations.* 

IT. — ^1.  The  consequence  of  such  a  state  of  things  must  be 
the  division  of  the  human  family,  when  spiritually  considered, 
into  great  classes  :  and  then  the  subdivision  of  those  classes  into 
subordinate,  but  still  immense  masses  of  human  beings.  The 
first  division  would  separate  those  who  have  been  made  acquaint- 
ed with  the  salvation  of  God,  from  the  remainder  of  the  human 
race ;  on  the  one  side  nominally  believing,  and  on  the  other  un- 
believing peoples,  races,  and  nations.  Passing  by  all  the  latter, 
the  second  division  would  separate,  amongst  the  former,  all  who 
profess  to  love  and  obey  the  Lord,  from  all  merely  speculative 
believers,  who  make  no  profession  of  being  the  people  of  God. 
And  again  passing  by  all  who  fall  into  this  latter  class,  the  third 
division  would  separate  amongst  the  professed  followers  of  Christ, 
such  as  are  the  true  children  of  God,  from  all  those  whose  pro- 
fession is  merely  a  form  or  a  delusion.  It  is  only  after  these  re- 
peated divisions  of  our  race,  that  the  true  heirs  of  eternal  life— 
the  true  members  of  the  Kingdom  of  God — can  be  even  theo- 
retically extricated  from  the  mass  of  our  perishing  fellow-crea- 
tures, and  contemplated  as  divinely  set  apart  for  the  special  glory 
of  God,  as  his  Church.  And  it  is  manifest  that  these  various 
distinctions  amongst  men,  must  be  responsive  to  a  manifold  me- 
thod of  treatment  of  them  by  God.  His  dealings  and  his  mani- 
festations of  himself,  are  not  the  same  towards  those  who  are 
wholly  destitute  of  all  knowledge  of  his  revealed  will — towards 
those  who  know  his  will  and  despise  it — towards  those  whose 
professions  of  love  and  obedience  have  no  solid  foundation — and 
towards  those  penitent  and  believing  followers  of  the  Lamb  who 
shall  inherit  all  things.  These  things  are  not  merely  casual — 
any  more  than  those  explained  immediately  before  :  nor  are  these 
mere  speculations.  I  am  pointing  out  results  logically  unavoid- 
able— attested  by  the  word  of  God,  and  by  all  experience — which 
belong  to  the  very  system  of  the  universe,  under  the  conditions 
now  stamped  upon  it.' 

2.  In  a  somewhat  analogous  manner  to  these  spiritual  dis- 
tinctions which  exist  amongst  the  human  family,  and  are  re- 
sponsive to  a  manifold  treatment  on  the  part  of  God  ;  there  are 

I  Katt,  XXV.  31,  32 ;  1  Thcss.,  iv.  14-18;  2  Thess.,  L  7-10;  Judo,  14,  16. 
■  Luke^  xxiv.  25-27 ;  Matt,  xxiiL  34-39 ;  xviil  7. 
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I  Tarious  aspects  in  which  the  Kingdom  of  Christ,  nnd  God's  deal- 
ings with  it,  and  its  rehitioDs  to  man,  are  presented  to  us.  W© 
lay  coosiJer  it  with  reference  to  its  absolute  unity  and  univer- 
[pality;  en) bracing  everyone  of  the  elect  of  GnJ,  whether  they 
p.be  now  in  gloiy,  or  in  the  flesh,  or  unborn.  Or  we  may  consider 
it  as  divided  by  the  stream  of  death  into  ibe  Church  triumpbant, 
I. embracing  only  such  as  have  entered  into  their  rest,  and  the 
Cbiiruh  militant,  embnicing  such  true  followers  of  Christ  as 
are  passing  thn>ugh  their  pilgrimage.  Or  we  may  consider  the 
Church  universal  uuJer  the  onlinary  division  of  invisible,  and 
visible  ;  embracing  under  the  former,  the  universal  body  of  the 
Elect  of  God,  considered  not  as  they  are  sinners,  but  as  they  are 
his  children  ;  and  under  the  latter,  according  as  we  speak  loosely 
or  strictly,  all  living  men  who  profess  the  name  of  Christ,  or  more 
truly,  all  living  men  w^bo  are  his  true  followers.  In  reality,  the 
visible  Church  can  have  no  existence,  except  just  so  far  as  it  is  com- 
posed of  true  members  of  the  Church  universal ;  for  where  there 
are  none  of  these,  there  can  be  no  Church  of  God.  Properly 
speaking,  the  visible  Church  can  be  nothing  else  but  that  portion 
of  the  true  and  eteraal  Kingdom  of  God,  which  is  apparent  on 
earth  :  anil  we  might  as  truly  speak  of  another  head  of  the  King- 
dom than  Christ ;  or  another  Creator  of  it  than  the  divine  Spirit, 
as  of  other  members  of  it  than  the  elect  of  God.  How  far  the 
Church  of  God  is,  at  any  time,  visible  on  earth,  can  he  known 
infallibly  only  to  him.  Whether  it  is  visible  to  us,  is,  both  the- 
oretically and  practically,  capable  of  being  precisely  determined 
—as  I  will  fIiosv  in  subsequent  chapters  ;  and  the  knowlctlge  thus 
attainable,  is  the  guide  of  Christian  fellowship  between  the  vari- 
ous sections,  whether  national  or  dcuominah'onal,  into  which  the 
Church  is  divided.  Whether  particular  individuals  are  to  be  ac- 
cepted as  worthy  members  of  the  visible  Church,  is  also  capable 
of  being  precisely  determined  ;  and  the  knowledge  thus  attain- 
able, is  the  guide  for  those  entrusted  with  Government  and  Dis- 
cipline in  the  Church  of  Christ — concerning  both  of  which  I  will 
treat  hereafter. 

8-  The  Kingdom  of  God,  presented  to  us  throughotit  the 
Scriptures  in  a  light  distinctly  threeMd,  is  called  the  Messiaoic 
Kingdom  from  its  head  MesHiah — is  called  the  New  Creation  as 
being  the  spiritual  creation  (if  the  Holy  Ghost— and  is  called  the 
Church  of  God,  and  of  Christ,  from  its  members,  who  are  indi- 
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vidually  the  members  of  Chrisf,  and  are  collectively  his  Body. 
Nor  is  it  possible  for  us  to  have  a  clear  apprehension  of  its  na- 
ture, if  we  omit  either  of  these  great  ideas  concerning  it.  As 
Boon  as  this  Body  of  Christ  becomes  visible  on  earth — that  is,  ap- 
parent to  the  world  as  an  institute  of  Gtod ;  it  becomes  at  the 
game  time,  by  the  same  means,  and  to  the  same  extent,  separate 
from  the  world  which  lies  in  sin.  And  every  additional  ordinance 
of  God,  by  which  its  visibility  is  made  more  distinct,  and  its 
organization  more  complete ;  is  an  additional  mark  of  its  separa- 
tion from  the  world — an  additional  means  also  of  preventing  its 
confusion  with  a  world  which  has  rejected  God,  and  even  with 
every  other  institute  which  God  has  ordained  in  the  world.  More- 
over, as  I  have  before  shown,  whatever  ordinance  of  God  makes 
the  Body  of  Christ  visible  and  separate,  in  the  same  degree  or- 
ganizes it  for  all  the  ends  of  that  special  visibility  and  separa- 
tion ;  and  every  additional  ordinance  of  God  by  which  its  visi- 
bility and  separation  become  more  complete,  becomes  a  new  force 
in  its  own  distinct  organization,  a  new  means  by  which  the  great 
ends  of  its  existence  as  visible,  separate,  and  organized  may  be 
accomplished.  But  it  has  been  shown  that  these  great  ends  are 
its  own  perfection  and  increase  ;  that  is,  the  gathering  and  per- 
fecting of  the  saints,  in  this  life,  to  the  end  of  the  world.*  80 
that,  considering  the  condition  of  the  universe  as  it  lies  under  the 
Covenant  of  Gmce  as  thus  far  administered ;  we  behold  the  out- 
working of  the  sentence  and  the  promise  of  God  uttered  after  the 
fall  of  man — the  spiritual  result  upon  the  human  race,  exhibited 
in  its  great  divided  masses,  and  the  manifold  dealings  of  God 
therewith— and  the  gradual  emerging  of  the  organized  Kingdom 
of  God  into  its  present  form  of  the  Gospel  Church.  God  him- 
self has  explained  the  whole  to  us  in  his  blessed  word  ;  and  has 
pointed  out  the  amazing  concatenation  of  all  the  parts.  The 
sublime  order  which  pervades  all  his  works,  and  the  infinite  fruit- 
fulness  of  all  his  acts,  are  nowhere  manifested  in  a  manner  more 
august,  than  in  those  vast  schemes  of  providence  and  grace,  which 
unite  in  the  career  and  present  state  of  the  visible  Church  of 
Christ. 

III. — 1.  Our  double  relation  to  God  as  dependent  creatures, 
and  as  sinners  saved  by  grace,  runs  through  every  part  of  his 
dealings  with  us,  and  is  felt  in  every  aspect  which  his  Kingdom 
I  Eph.,  W.  1-16;  Matt,  xvL  16-20  j  rniu  15-20. 
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preaeats.  We  aie  children  of  Adam— brethren  also  of  Chriat 
Onr  nature  is,  indeed,  depraved  by  the  fiJI ;  and  the  CoYenant 
of  Works  is  abolished  as  a  Covenant  of  Life.  Bnt  the  funda- 
mental character  of  our  nature  as  personal,  human,  spiritual, 
and  immortal,  still  exists ;  and  the  eternal  principles  on  which 
the  Covenant  of  Works  reposed,  are  still  true  and  operative 
Both  that  nature  and  those  principles  are  made  fiill  acooant  of 
by  GDd,  in  eveiy  part  of  his  dealings  with  us  under  the  new  and 
better  covenant ;  and  are  taken  for  gmnted  in  every  part  of  that 
oigaoisation  of  Gh)d's  Kingdom,  which,  I  have  just  shown,  is  the 
unavoidable  accompaniment  of  its  sepamte,  visible,  existence  as 
a  divine  institute  in  this  world.  But  that  visible,  separate  ex- 
istence in  the  world,  though  it  is  the  result  both  as  to  the  fiwt 
of  it,  and  the  form  c^it,  of  Gh)d's  sovereign  ordination  ;  has  been 
shown  to  have  a  direct  connection  with  the  manner  in  which 
Qod's  sentence  and  promise  work  themselves  out  upon  our  guilty 
race,  taken  as  a  whole— and  upon  the  spiritual  condition  of  that 
race,  considered  in  its  great  divided  masses.  It  remains  to  tiaoa 
in  the  fundamental  nature  of  man,  and  of  society,  thoee  unal- 
terable principles  upon  which  the  visibility,  the  separation,  and 
the  organization  of  the  Church  rest ;  and  which,  in  the  very 
manner  of  their  necessary  operation,  accord  with  the  revealed 
ordination  of  God  concerning  the  visible  Church. 

2,  However  largo  and  obscure  what  is  called  the  science  of 
Government  may  be  supposed  to  be,  its  most  elemental  princi- 
ples are  as  clear  us  those  of  any  science  whatever,  and  are,  per- 
haps, fewer  in  number,  and  more  fruitful  in  operation,  than  those 
of  any  other  science.  As  soon  as  men  are  united  permanently  in 
what  we  call  society,  there  immediately  result  certain  necessities, 
operations,  forces,  which  spring  from  the  organization  itself,  which 
are  developed  by  its  formation  and  action,  and  without  which  the 
existence  of  society  is  impossible.  This  occurs  in  the  very  na- 
ture of  the  case ;  it  results  from  the  nature  of  man  and  of 
society — and  from  the  relations  of  both  to  God.  It  occurs  in 
every  possible  society  formed  of  men,  without  the  smallest  regard 
to  the  form  society  may  take,  or  the  object  for  which  it  exists,  or 
the  motive  of  its  creation.  And  so  complete  is  this  spontaneous 
and  unavoidable  development,  that  except  the  necessities,  ot>era- 
tions,  forces,  to  which  I  allude,  nothing  else  results  from  the  or- 
ganization and  existence  of  society,  having  any  analogy  to  these ; 
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nothing  else  can,  by  any  possibility  be  made  to  result  from  its 
OTganization — and  every  exigency  of  every  possible  form  of  soci- 
ety, capable  of  control  by  society  in  its  organized  form,  must 
seek  redress  from  one  or  other  of  these  functions.  Let  me  explain 
this  a  little. 

(a)  In  the  first  place,  there  results,  in  some  form  or  other, 
the  expression  of  the  aggregate  will:  the  manifestation,  in  some 
way  or  other,  of  the  dominant  sense  of  what  ought  to  be  done, 
OP  left  undone,  in  everythinji:  of  which  society  chooses  to  take 
cognizance.  Lnw,  in  some  form  or  other,  rules  whenever  society 
exists :  and  in  whatever  form  law  exists  in  society,  it  exists  by 
whatever  will — power— is  dominant  there.  Whether  it  appears 
in  the  shape  of  immemorial  custom,  of  the  decree  of  an  absolute 
ruler,  of  a  written  constitution  and  ordinary  statutes — or  of  any 
other  conceivable  public  rule  ;  its  abiding  nature  is,  that  it  must 
appear,  and  must  predominate.  It  is  the  supreme  necessity,  op- 
eration, force,  springing  out  of  the  existence  of  society — without 
which  that  existence  is  impossible.  This  is  the  fundamental 
principle,  which  underlies  the  possibility  of  organized  society : 
and  its  efficacy  is  so  boundless,  that  no  limits  can  be  set  in 
thought,  nor  have  any  been  established  in  practice,  to  the  extent 
of  its  reign,  or  the  variety  of  its  applications.  Even  the  King- 
dom of  God,  and  in  that  blessed  form  of  it,  where  God  is  our 
God  and  we  are  his  people,  will  be  made  effectual  by  his 
patting  his  law  in  our  inward  i>arts,  and  writing  it  in  our 
hearts.' 

(6)  In  the  second  place,  what  occurs,  is  the  practical  enforce- 
ment of  this  aggregate  will,  in  every  expression  of  it,  by  the  ag- 
gregate force  of  society ;  the  execution,  that  is,  of  the  law  ;  so- 
ciety executing  its  purposes,  and  striving  to  secure  its  ends. 
Here,  as  in  the  preceding  instance,  it  is  wholly  immaterial,  in 
the  nature  of  the  case,  in  which  one  of  innumerable  ways,  these 
determinations  of  the  aggregate,  or  predominating  will,  are  ex- 
ecuted under  the  aggregate,  public  force.  It  may  be  by  an 
armed  force,  directed  by  a  despot,  or  by  the  force  of  opinion 
amongst  a  few  people — or  by  any  of  the  countless  methods  be- 
tween these  two.  The  fundamental  principle  is  the  same,  in 
every  manifestation  :  and  the  manifest^ition  itself  is  the  expres- 
sion of  the  second  one  of  these  necessities,  operations,  forces, 

'  Jer.,  xxxL  31-34. 


io)la  the  ikM  plaoe,  the  aggregate  jwtioey  feetit«de;.ef 
■eeiety  appean  in  the  firm  of  interpreting,  appfymg,  «M  ad- 
ministering the  public  will,  in  the  innumerable  appKoations  of 
it,  to  all  the  yaried  exigencies  of  individnah  and  of  looietf  • 
This  ia  what  we  call  the  judicial  exposition  and  enfimemettt,  m 
oivil  society,  of  all  public  and  private  rights  and  dnttes,  wMdi 
an  regulated  by  what  we  call  law ;  which  it  appertains  to  what 
we  call  the  exeeutiTe  power,  to  take  care  that  it  is  obsjed. 
Here,  as  in  both  the  preyions  instances,  the  method  is  ooikiBg, 
as  fsgaids  the  nature  of  the  case.  It  is  the  principle,  whioh  is 
of  onaltemUe  certainty  and  necessity ;  and  which  is  the  third 
and  final  necesaty,  operation,  force,  which  results  out  of  evrty 
posnUe  finm  of  gofemment,  and  without  which  none  can  exirt 
oraot         * 

3.  Now  it  is  wholly  indiflBsrent^as  matter  of  mere  smoee, 
whether  the  permanent  functions  of  all  goyemment,  ate  dinM 
and  exercised  by  sepamte  bodies  of  maj^racy — or  united  and 
all  exercised  by  a  single  person.  Such  questions  are  fhndaraen^ 
tal  in  determining  the  particular  character  of  the  goremmeilt ; 
but  irrelevant  to  the  question  of  the  inherent  nature  of  govertt^ 
ment  itself.  And  we  might  content  ourselves  with  remarking 
that  these  are  the  ordinary  powers,  legislative,  judicial,  and  ex- 
ecutive, with  which  they  are  familiar  who  live  under  free  consti- 
tutions, but  which  our  oppressed  race  has  been  so  slow  to  com- 
prehend. But  what  is  now  insisted  on  is,  that  they  are  all 
inherent  in  the  very  nature  of  the  social  state — and  that  for  all 
the  purposes  of  the  existence  and  operation  of  stxiiety,  they  pre- 
sent an  exhaustive  statement  of  its  })08sible  functions.  Then 
follows  the  decisive  conclusion,  as  to  their  use  in  this  place :  the 
indestructible  foundation  of  them  all  lies  in  the  very  nature  of 
man.  The  first  function  is  the  result  of  man's  natural  sense  of 
right  and  wrong — his  moral  nature  developed  in  union  with  his 
fellow-men,  in  settling  rules  of  rectitude,  which  he  calls  law — 
the  public  will.  The  last  function  is  the  result  of  man's  natural 
sense  of  truth  and  falsehood — ^his  rational  nature  developed  in 
union  with  his  fellow-men,  in  determining  the  true  and  the  right, 
under  established  rules  ;  that  is,  truly  applying  in  practice  what 
had  been  already  declared  to  be  right.     The  middle  function  is 
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^  renult  of  man's  firee  and  active  nature,  developed  in  union 

•Hth  his  fellow-men,  in  enforcing,  by  the  general  will,  the  general 

•cnie  of  the  right  and  the  true.    Conscience,  Reason,  Will :  these 

^lie  the  g^nd  characteristics  of  man's  moral,  rational,  and  spirit- 

^^  nature — ^itself  a  faint  image  and  likeness  of  the  living  God. 

X^gislative,  judicial,  executive  :  these  are  the  gnind  functions  of 

^xaety — ^which,  under  whatever  form,  can  be  considered  in  its 

Mmdamental  nature,  as  nothing  else  than  an  organized  develop- 

^^lient  of  man — ordained  by  God  ;  and  so,  in  a  certain  sense,  an 

tmage  and  likeness,  in  the  second  degree,  of  the  nature  of  God, 

^  the  great  Lawgiver,  Judge,  and  Ruler  of  the  universe. 

4.  These  principles  are  just  as  true  and  eflTective  with  regard 
to  the  visible  Church  of  Christ,  as  with  regard  to  any  other  or- 
ganized society  of  human  beings.    All  ignorance,  abuse,  or  mis- 
use of  them,  as  inevitably  works  spiritual  injury  to  it,  as  a  similar 
procedure  works  temporal  injury  to  civil  society :  while  it  may  no 
more  certainly  destroy  the  particular  portion  of  the  Church  so 
misguided  or  misorganized,  than  similar  conduct  may  destroy  a 
State.     But  in  the  application  of  these  principles,  the  Church 
of  Christ  is  placed  in  circumstances  altogether  peculiar,  the  just 
observance  of  which  does  involve  her  very  existence.    Nor  do  I 
speak  now,  particularly,  of  one  form  of  Church  government  as 
<X)inpared  with  another ;  but,  as  I  have  done  all  along,  of  the 
iundamental  principles  of  all  authority  in  the  Church  of  Christ. 
In  all  communities  that  which  is  good  and  true,  is  obligatory 
Tipon  them  by  the  law  of  nature,  as  the  rule  whereby  they  should 
exercise  every  function  of  society  ;  and  it  is  because  all  comrau- 
mties  are  constituted  of  persons  who  are  naturally  depraved,  that 
the  law  of  nature  is  ever  transgressed  by  authority  of  the  State. 
As  soon  as  the  God  of  nature,  restates  the  law  of  nature  by  way 
of  a  divine  Revelation,  and  adds  thereto  a  new  and  better  way 
of  life  for  fallen  men  ;  all  communities,  which  come  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  this  divine  rule  of  what  is  good  and  true,  are  bound  to 
observe  it  in  the  exercise  of  every  function  of  the  State.     I  say 
all  communities  are  so  bound — each  in  its  place  and  according  to 
the  special  ends  of  its  existence  ;  because  I  have  proved  else- 
where, that  they  exist  by  the  ordination  of  God — and  I  have  just 
now  explained  how,  in  their  very  existence  and  operation,  they 
demonstrate  the  creative,  the  providential,  and  the  gracious  do- 
minion of  God.    Throughout  all  ages,  the  civil  State  and  the 
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Cburch  of  God  have  been  developedi  side  by  aider-^iot  indeed 
among  all  peoples — but  among  all  where  God  had  a  people. 
From  the  call  of  Abraham  to  the  establiahment  of  the  loaii- 
tations  of  Moees,  there  seems  to  have  been  little  distinction  b^ 
tween  the  two.  From  the  establishment  of  those  Institoiioas  to 
iho  erection  of  the  Gospel  Church  State,  the  distinction  between 
the  two  was  made  as  exact  as  the  union  was  dose.  It  ia  under 
that  Gh>spel  Church  State,  that  the  union  between  them  baa  been 
dissevered — and  each  assigned  to  its  proper  sphere ;  one  as  tbe 
ordinance  of  God  for  the  temporal  benefit  of  man,  the  other  as 
the  ordinance  of  God  for  the  eteroal  salvation  of  sinnen ;  one 
fitted  to  be  universal,  the  other  obliged  by  its  very  aators  to 
ground  itself,  in  some  degree,  on  whatever  is  local,  peculiar, 
distinctive,  personaL  Of  necessity,  and  in  every  way,  thon- 
fore,  the  law  of  God,  and  the  person  of  Christ,  have  a  ndaticn 
to  the  functions  of  the  visible  Cburch,  different  &om  iha  ida- 
tion  of  both  to  the  civil  State.  It  is  this  which  remaine  to  be 
explained. 

5.  I  have  proved  in  a  previous  chapter,  that  the  word  of  God 
contained  in  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  is 
the  only  infallible  rule  of  all  that  God  requires  of  man,  and  all 
that  man  ought  to  believe  concerning  God.  I  have  also  proved 
that  the  gathering  and  perfecting  of  the  saints  of  Grod,  in  this 
life,  to  the  end  of  the  world,  is  the  great  immediate  object  of  the 
organization  and  continued  existence  of  the  visible  Church  on 
earth.  It  follows  that  the  word  of  God  is  not  only  the  supreme, 
but  the  exclusive  law  of  his  Church  ;  the  whole  function  of  de- 
termining what  is  right  and  what  is  wrong,  what  is  good  and 
what  is  bad — the  whole  power  of  making  law  in  its  proper  sense, 
and  for  the  proper  ends  of  her  existence — much  less  for  other 
ends — being  swallowed  up  and  exhausted  in  her  joyful  and  com- 
plete acceptance  of  God  as  her  Lawgiver,  and  hrs  laws  as  hers. 
There  are  other  lines  of  argument  by  which  this  same  conclusion 
is  very  variously  established  ;  I  content  myself  with  remaining, 
that  the  express  command  of  God  himself  crowns  and  settles  alL 
The  absolute  sufficiency  of  the  sacred  Scriptures,  is  the  funda- 
mental principle  of  the  Reformed  religion — in  other  words  of 
Christianity  itself.  Every  addition  to  them,  and  every  subtrac- 
tion from  them,  which  the  visible  Church,  or  any  portion  of  it,  may 
dare  to  attempt ;  is  a  usurpation  of  the  prerogative  of  Qod^  an 
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attack  upon  the  Mediatorial  office  of  Christ,  and  an  outrage  at 
once  npon  the  freedom  and  the  conscience  of  the  saints.' 

6.  Accepting,  therefore,  the  law  of  G-od — the  functions  which 
remain  to  the  organized  Chnrch,  considered  as  a  visible,  but  divine 
Institute ;  are  the  true  interpretation  and  application,  and  the 
faithful  administration  and  execution  of  all  that  blessed  truth, 
of  which  her  Lord  has  made  her,  the  jnllar  and  the  ground. 
While  her  whole  power  is  thus  limited  with  relation  to  the  Law  of 
God,  her  judicial  and  executive  power,  like  that  of  every  society, 
limited  to  the  exposition  and  enforcement  of  such  law  as  is  pecu- 
liar to  them,  or  common  to  all  societies,  in  her,  is  limited  exclu- 
sively to  the  law  of  God.  For  the  law  of  God  appertains  to 
her,  to  her  nature,  and  to  her  ends  ;  to  expound  it,  and  to  en- 
force it,  for  the  gathering  and  perfecting  of  the  saints — is  her 
hnsiness  on  earth.  Considered  simply  as  God's  Kingdom,  there 
is  no  other  law  which  appertains  to  her  ;  and,  therefore,  there  is 
no  other  with  which  she  may  meddle,  cither  to  expound  it,  or  to 
enforce  it.  Acting  always  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ — uttering  always  the  mind  of  God  as 
made  known  to  her  through  his  word  and  Spirit — having  no  end 
hot  the  glory  of  God  in  the  salvation  of  fallen  men  ;  it  is  God's 
Kingdom  in  this  ruined  world,  made  visible  as  the  Church  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ — ^and  now  militant  in  its  Gospel 
State. 

7.  We  may  therefore  define  that  the  Church  visible  of  Christ, 
is  the  Kingdom  of  God  in  this  world,  created  through  the  com- 
munion of  saints,  developed  externally  through  principles  inher- 
ent in  human  nature  and  common  to  other  societies,  ])0S8essed  of 
a  pecnliar  and  divinely  appointed  organization,  separate  from  the 
world,  and  so  a  divine  institute  among  men  :  that  all  the  mem- 
bers of  it,  are  members  of  Jesus  Christ,  its  Lord  and  Head, 
whose  Body  it  is — the  infallible  rule  of  whose  faith  and  practice 
is  the  revealed  will  of  God — to  expound  and  apply,  to  adminis- 
ter and  enforce  which,  are  its  sole  functions  as  a  government 
separate  from  the  world — ^thc  scope  of  all  its  powers,  being  the 
scope  of  its  own  end,  is  exclusively  spiritual,  and  exclusively 
directed  to  the  gathering  and  perfecting  of  the  saints,  who  are 
lost  sinners  saved  by  grace. 

«  GkOw,  I  S,  9 ;  2  Tim.,  HL  14-lf ;  Dent.  iv.  1,  2 ;  Rev.,  xrii  IS,  19. 
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XHB  I'REEDOIC  OF  THB  YISIBLK  OHUBOH;  GONSIDBBED  IS  ITS  PnOg- 
FINDEHOE  OF  THE  STATER  AND  ITB  OOITSSORATIOSr  TO  OHBEBX. ' 


It  Tbe  FtunQj,  the  Stete^  and  tbeObiiFcli:  Their  BiMoft  to  Haiti 

to  dod^-i.  TlM  IflBqpoMibUhir  of  dUMr  of  them  npfiljii^  tbt  piMi  €€•««( 
.  ofiMT.— 8.  Bafaitioo  of  Qiriatifto  Doij  to  tto  OommoawwUL— i.  Twdwuy  .if . 
Sootety  to  engolph  the  Churdi  in  the  State:  Certainty  and  Nature  of  tbt  Bttaft- 
Iration.--^.  Reeolta  of  the  Union  of  fheOhuroli  and  the  8tate«--6L  Tbeir  ^ 
HttnreandaeparatoMiHkm:  Tbieir  nratnal  Bektfcm  and  Duly.— T. 
Vnwmiij  of  the  Spiritail  IndepeodBBoe  of  the  ChngelLi-a.  Afeatliito 
of  ooaimnding  the  True  Cbnidi  and  the  Civil  Power:  DittinQtiQa  btlWMm  thA 
inward  and  oatward  Freedom  of  the  Ohnroh.— IL  I.  Relation  of  the  Olorifitd 
Badeemer  to  the  YisSble  Chorcfa,  and  her  Belatioa  to  Hhn^— 1  Infinite  nnmtnind 
of  Christy  and  unspeakable  SYeedom  and  BleoeedneaB  of  the  Chivoh  ^bantL>^ 
(a)  The  Head  c^the  COiurch,  head  over  aU  thingi  :r-(^  The  Chwdi  thtPliwihatt. 
of  his  Blood: — (c)  She  Chosen  in  Him--chooee6  Him  as  her  onlj  Lord: — (4)  Hit 
Worthiness  to  possess,  and  Competency  to  execute,  boundless  and  everlasting 
Authority: — (c)  In  Ilim  dwelleth  all  Fulness: — (/)  By  Him,  are  all  etomal  Re- 
tributions.— 3.  The  Crown  of  the  Redeemer  as  exclusively  his,  as  hie  Croas.— • 
4.  The  Root  of  our  inward  Freedom. — 5.  Consecration  of  tho  Church  to  Cfaritt^ 
her  true  Freedom. — 6.  Nature  of  this  Freedom. — 7.  Condition  of  the  Yiaihle 
Church,  when  possessed  of  it — 8.  Relation  of  all  States  to  Christie  Free 
Church. 

I. — 1.  When  we  have  considered  man  as  an  individual  being, 
and  then  considered  him  under  the  various  social  aspects  in  wbich 
he  is  united  with  his  fellow-creatures ;  there  remains  nothing 
which  concerns  his  nature,  his  development,  or  his  duty,  which 
may  not  have  been  subjected  to  our  scrutiny.  For  there  is  no 
position  in  which  man  can  be  contemplated,  which  does  not  be- 
come distinct  under  one  or  other  of  these  points  of  view.  I  have 
attempted  in  the  early  part  of  the  previous  Treatise  to  analyie 
what  may  be  called  the  social  possibilities  of  human  nature,  as  a 
necessary  part  of  the  demonstration  of  the  total  and  univetMl 
depravity  of  the  race.  The  result  reached  vras,  that  all  the  so- 
cial relations  which  have  been  ordained  and  regulated  by  Qod, 
and  of  which  human  nature  appears  to  be  capable^  are  embraced 
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under  the  institutions  of  the  family,  the  State,  and  the  Church ; 
these  three  institutions,  and  none  besides,  appearing  to  be  un- 
avoidable under  the  scheme  of  creation,  providence,  and  grace, 
Imown  to  us ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  exhaust  the  social  capa- 
bilities and  satisfy  the  social  necessities  of  human  nature,  in  its 
present  condition.  In  order  to  the  analysis  and  demonstration 
which  it  was  necessary  to  attempt,  neither  of  these  social  insti- 
tutions was  required  to  assume  any  particular  form,  out  of  the 
innumerable  forms  in  which  all  of  them  have  existed,  or  might 
he  supposed  to  exist.  What  was  to  be  shown  was,  the  social 
capabilities  and  wants  of  human  nature,  concurring  with  the 
ordination  of  God,  and  uniformly  producing  the  organization 
of  families,  of  civil  communities,  and  of  religions — ^however  per- 
fect or  imperfect  they  might  be  supposed  to  be ;  by  means  of  the 
whole  of  which,  and  by  no  other  means,  those  social  capabilities 
and  wants  are  completely  exhausted  and  satisfied.  Tin's  is  the 
result  on  the  ^ide  of  Philosophy — illustrating  the  course  of  divine 
Providence  towards  man,  and  confirming  the  perpetual  teaching 
of  God's  word,  that  these,  and  only  these,  are  the  social  institu- 
tions which  belong  to  human  nature  in  its  present  condition,  and 
which  have  been  ordained  by  the  Creator  and  Buler  of  the  uni- 
verRe. 

2.  It  follows,  that  neither  of  these  institutions  can  discharge 
the  functions  which  are  peculiar  to  either  of  the  others ;  and  that 
neither  of  them  can  encroach  upon  the  proper  domain  of  any 
other,  without  jeoparding  the  highest  interests  of  man,  and  at 
^e  same  time  attempting  to  disorder  the  course  of  divine  Provi- 
dence, and  to  set  at  naught  the  revealed  ordinations  of  God.    If 
-:5t  were  possible  to  obliterate  the  sense  of  religion  in  the  human 
^Soul,  we  should  become  a  race  of  fiends.     If  it  were  possible  to 
"^annihilate  the  irresistible  tendency  in  man  to  a  state  of  society, 
^Knankind  would  be  exterminated  by  mutual  violence,  unless  want, 
^nd  pestilence,  and  beasts  of  prey,  anticipated  the  savage  work. 
<^f  it  were  possible  to  extinguish  the  parental,  the  filial,  the  fra- 
ternal, the  marital  affections  and  instincts  of  our  race — its  con- 
'^inued  existence  would  be  impossible.     It  is  by  means  of  these 
|>rofound  and  enduring  elements  of  our  nature,  that  our  race  has 
been  found  capable  not  only  of  existing,  but  of  making  progress, 
Tinder  conditions  which  would  seem  capable  of  overwhelming  it 
vith  rain  and  despair. 
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8.  Civil  society,  then,  is  by  divine  appointment — and  tlie 
commonwealth  is  an  ordinance  of  God.  The  magifltiate  jb,  in 
his  place,  the  servant  of  Gkxl.'  Obedience  to  the  laws  of  the 
land  in  which  we  dwell,  loyalty  to  the  community  of  which  wa 
are  members,  seal  for  the  advancement  of  the  commonwealth  to 
which  we  beloi^,  are  not  only  obligations  of  natural  religion,  and 
high  impulses  of  nature  herself;  they  are  explicit  duties  of  »» 
vealed  religion,  enjoined  by  God.  But,  like  all  other  relative 
duties,  they  are  neither  exclusive  nor  absolute ;  but  are  bounded 
and  regulated  by  other  duties  of  equal  dignity ;  and  are  liable^ 
on  one  hand  to  be  greatly  strengthened,  and  on  the  other  to  be 
even  eflEaced,  by  coincidence  or  by  conflict  with  duties  more  Wr. 
alted  than  themselves. 

4  Nothing  in  the  history  of  society,  is  more  remarkable  than 
the  strength  of  that  tendency  to  confound  and  identify  its  civil 
and  rel^ious  institutions,  which  has  manifested  itself  in  all  agsf^ 
And  yet  from  the  moment  that  the  tribal  form  of  society  wai 
superseded,  by  what  itiay  be  properly  called  the  State,  and  tiM| 
Church  became  visible  and  separate ;  nothing  would  be  moie 
illogical,  and  nothing  has  been  more  disastrous.  When  Gbd  op* 
ganized  his  ancient  people  under  a  form  of  administration  imme- 
diately theocratical,  not  only  did  he  keep  the  functions  of  the 
Church  and  those  of  the  commonwealth  distinct ;  but  he  ren- 
dered their  union  impossible — and  secured  the  freedom  of  both 
— by  making  one  tribe  royal,  and  another  priestly.  Yet  man- 
kind, imbued  with  a  deep  instinct  of  the  divine  origin  of  society, 
while  they  apprehended  vaguely  its  true  principles  ;  overlooked 
the  divine  ordination  of  its  separate  organization  for  its  special 
and  limited  ends,  and  engulphed  under  the  one  ruling  idea  of  the 
State,  every  interest  of  man,  personal  and  public,  temporal  and 
eternal.  However  great  may  be  the  error  of  denying  the  divine 
authority  of  civil  society  ;  the  error  is  equally  great  that  swal- 
lows up  the  individual — the  household — and  the  Church — and 
leaves  to  man  nothing  positive  but  the  State — and  no  distinct 
relation  but  that  of  citizen,  or  subject,  or  slave,  as  the  case  may 
be.  The  social  instincts  of  man,  not  less  powerful  in  their  reli- 
gious than  in  their  civil  tendencies,  might  be  expected  to  seek  a 
terrible  retribution  ;  and  they  were  taught  the  way,  both  by  the 
spirit  and  the  method  to  which  governments  were  prone.     The 

*  Matt,  xxil  15-22 ;  Roql,  xiiL  1-t. 
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bloody  oaieer  of  the  Latin  or  Bomui  Apostacy  in  the 

of  the  last  of  the  ptophetio  onifenal  world-powen ;  and 

of  the  inooesson  of  Mohammed  in  the  bosom  of  the  three 

ling.QDiveml  monarchies ;  have  exhibited  examples  of  this 

to  eogolph  all  in  the  idea  of  the  Ohnrcb,  more  tena- 

i  and  more  fiightful,  than  were  ever  exhibited  hy  the  oppo- 

k  tendenqj  to  engnlph  all  in  the  idea  of  the  State. 

&  Supposing  the  visible  Church  to  exist  in  such  a  union  with 

I  einl  power,  that  the  distinctness  and  freedom  of  each,  with 

to  the  other,  are  lost ;  then,  one  or  other  out  of  a  few 

dmAf  appreciable  results,  seems  to  be  theoretically  inevitable — . 

and  IS  historically  certain.   The  dvil  power  enslaves  the  Church : 

or  the  Church  enslaves  the  State :  or  there  are  endless  oonfliots 

betwMa  the  two,  with  perpetual  alternations  of  mutual  domin- 

ieii.    A  feurth  result  may  be  imagined — but  it  has  never  been 

aMained,  and  cannot  be ;  namely,  the  concurrent  action  of  both 

Udar  tlM  condition  just  stated,  with  a  perfect  mutual  observance 

and  fttsedom  of  the  functions,  duties  and  rights  of  each.    This 

smiot  be.    The  two  institutions — though  both  are  based  in  the 

Wrj  nature  of  man,  and  both  are  manifested  through  principles 

faidamental  in  that  nature,  and  both  enter  into  that  vast  con- 

oatanation  by  which  Qod  is  manifested  in  all  things ; — ^yet  in 

flieir  flcope,  and  end,  and  means,  and  sanctions,  are  utterly  dif« 

fJBrent  from  each  other.    No  State  has  existed  in  which  the  true 

felkmers  of  the  Lord,  were  even  numerically  coincident  with  the 

members  of  the  civil  community.    Even  in  the  Jewish  commoo- 

wealtb,  when  the  union  between  the  visible  Church  and  the  civil 

inatitutions  was  in  many  respects  so  close,  the  distinction  between 

the  two  was,  as  I  have  shown,  complete  ;  while  it  was  one  great 

part  of  the  mission  of  the  Apostles  of  the  Lord  to  tninsform  the 

visible  Church  from  its  close,  and  ritual,  and  legal  form,  into  its 

open,  and  free,  and  Oospel  form.* 

6.  The  Church  of  Christ,  though  in  the  world,  is  not  of  it' 
The  Kingdoms  of  this  world  are  exclusively,  both  in  it,  and  of 
it*  The  children  of  the  Lord  may  be  citizens,  or  subjects  of  the 
State  ;  and  the  rulers  and  magistrates  of  all  States  may  be  heirs 
of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  ;  and  the  institutions  and  laws  ot*  all. 

<  Iffttt,  xxviil  18-20;  xvl  13-20;  xviiL  18;  John,  xz.  19-33;  1  Oor.,  y.  4 

•  John,  zWiL  3S;  tL  16;  Daniel,  iL  44;  tIL  9-14. 

*  MM,  zii.  Id-lt;  Boo^  ziS.  1-1. 
voi»  u.  27 
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oommmiities  ought  to  be  made  and  adoiinbtered  in  the  &ar  of 
God.  It  18^  no  doubt,  the  special  duty  of  the  Chureh|  to  have 
in  constant  remembrance  before  Qody  all  who  are  in  authority ;' 
and  it  is  their  special  duty  to  be  nundng  &iheiB  and  nuiu|g 
mothers  to  the  Israel  of  Ood.'  The  State  is  for  things  temporal, 
things  local,  things  visible  and  transitory;  none  of  which  ifo 
brought  with  us  into  this  world — none  of  which  shall  we  tako 
with  us  when  we  leave  it — ^none  of  which,  while  they  endure  aie 
aUe  to  save  our  souls,  or  separate  them  fiom  tiie  love  of  Qoi, 
Great  as  are  the  blessings  it  is  capable  of  bestowing,  so  fiur  is  it 
fifom  being  possible  that  the  political  millennium  for  which  am 
look,  can  be  secured  by  any  temporal  organisation  of  sooiety  ; 
that  the  end  of  all  the  Kingdoms  of  this  world  is,  that  they  sfaaill 
be  broken  in  pieces  and  consumed,  and  become  die  Kingdom  of 
oor  Lord  and  his  Christ ;  and  he  shall  xeign  forever  and  evot;* 
In  that  spiritual  Kingdom  manifested  in  the  Visible  Churchy  ai|d 
whose  true  seat  is  within  us,  neither  time,  nor  place,  nor  ooodfr- 
tion,  nor  race  has  any  vital  significance ;  nor  can  flesh  and  hlood 
inherit  it ;  nor  does  anything  avail  but  the  new  creature.  Its 
union  with  the  civil  power  is  the  highest  aggmvation  of  oon- 
founding  it  with  the  world — ^for  the  State  is  the  highest  form  in 
which  the  world  appears.  So  that  neither  the  Visible  Church, 
nor  the  civil  power,  can  have  any  duty  either  towards  God  or 
itself,  or  each  other,  more  clear  and  transcendent,  than  that  each 
should  confine  itself  with  respect  to  the  other,  to  its  own  obvious 
sphere — each  regarding  the  other  as  the  ortlinanco  of  the  com- 
mon father  and  God  of  both.  Let  the  Church  so  act,  that  the 
State  ordained  of  God,  may  protect  and  nourish  her  as  the  Bride 
of  the  Lamb :  let  the  State  so  act,  that  the  Church  ordained 
of  God,  may  reverence  and  obey  her  as  the  minister  of  God  on 
earth. 

7.  This  spiritual  independence  of  the  Kingdom  of  Gtxl  in 
this  world,  is  a  necessity  so  fundamental,  that  no  portion  of  the 
Visible  Church  has  surn^ndered  it,  without  surrendering  in  an 
equal  degree,  the  spirit  of  its  divine  vocation.  And  all  corrupt 
Churches  which  have  sought  the  closest  union  with  the  civil 
power,  have  done  so,  not  in  order  to  submit  themselves  to  the 
dominion  of  the  State,  but  rather  to  subject  it  to  a  tyranny  as 

*  1  Tim.,  il  1-4.  •  Isaiah,  xHx.  21,  23. 

*  Rov.,  xl  14;  Daniel,  u.  35,  44. 
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relentless  as  that,  which  thej  made  it  thci  inBtrument  of  inflict- 
ing. To  plead  for  the  freedom  of  the  Church  is,  tTierefore,  to 
plead,  at  the  same  time,  for  the  independence  of  States,  and  for 
the  security  of  mankind  against  the  cruelties  of  all  false  reli- 
gions. If  the  Church  of  God  had  conferred  on  mankind  no  other 
boon,  than  to  disseminate  throughout  the  earth,  and  to  settle  in 
the  depths  of  the  human  soul  the  sublime  truth,  that  in  Christ 
Jeans  there  is  a  law,  separate  from  all  other  laws,  and  higher  far 
than  they  ;  that  in  him  there  is  a  power,  distinct  from  and  more 
enduring  than  all  power  besides ;  she  would  have  bestowed  on 
our  suffering  race,  a  source  of  consolation  capable  of  sustaining  it 
through  all  its  sorrows,  an  instrument  of  deliverance  competent 
to  the  overthrow  of  all  its  oppressors,  an  assured  means  of  vic- 
tory— temporal  and  spiritual — efficacious  at  last  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  those  who  have  destroyed  the  earth.  In  those  blessed 
lands — ^where  this  great  truth  is  the  common  inheritance,  the 
Church  of  God  ought  to  beware  how  she  so  walks  in  the  light  of 
it,  that  all  peoples  may  see — and  live. 

8.  In  point  of  absolute  truth,  however  the  State  and  the 
Church  may  deprave  each  other — yet  the  confusion  of  the  two  as 
now  ordained  by  God — or  the  complete  subjection  of  either  to 
fhe  other — before  one  or  both  are  wholly  perverted — is  really, 
and  in  a  strict  sense,  impossible.  And  the  impossibility  results 
■o  completely  from  the  absolute  nature  of  both  those  divine  in- 
stitutions— that  the  final  glory  of  the  Kingdom  of  God,  will 
be  exhibited  towards  the  Kingdoms  of  this  world — as  I  have  al- 
ready shown — not  in  that  they  will  be  subjected  to  it,  but  in  that 
their  mission  being  ended,  they  will  pass  utterly  away.  In  the 
meantime,  innumerable  evils  are  engendered,  and  countless  in- 
luries  are  inflicted  on  humanity,  and  on  the  cause  of  Christ — by 
the  corruption  of  the  professed  people  of  God — by  the  oppression 
of  his  true  children — and  by  the  general  demoralization  of  man- 
kind ;  through  perpetual  attempts  to  accomplish  that  which  in 
its  very  nature  cannot  occur,  so  as  to  leave  both  to  the  State  and 
to  the  Church  its  true  spirit,  and  its  real  nature.  The  fundamen- 
tal conditions  of  the  visible  Kingdom  of  God  being,  its  separation 
from  the  world  and  its  spiritual  freedom — both  of  which  are  im- 
possible as  long  as  it  is  confounded  with  the  State — no  matter 
whether  the  State  is  subject  to  it,  or  it  is  subject  to  the  State  ; 
all  that  remains  in  that  calamitous  estate  of  the  Church— is  the 
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ibwaid  freedom  which  every  member  of  Christ  posMsees,  and  t 
▼indicate  in  order  to  be  a  member  of  the  Kingdom  of  the ! 
Born  whoee  names  lure  written  in  heaven.  When  the  uutwHi 
freedom  of  the  visible  Charch  is  gone — ^this  tme  inwaid  fieedMft 
of  Qoi's  people  may  still  exist  in  its  highest  perfection/  9lf 
this  condition  of  the  Ohnrch— when  bronght  about  by  the ; 
ontion  of  the  State^  is  so  far  from  being  impossible  or  nnv 
that  it  is  that  in  wfaiqh  it  has  ordinarily  existed :  and  00  fiv  hfH 
Itom  being  helpless,  that  it  has  proved  to  be  one  of  mighty  povifl!. 
Nevertheless,  it  is  no  more  the  mission  of  the  Chnroh  to  oiMrt 
perseontion,  than  to  shrink  from  it.  Her  normal  condition  is  tlM% 
on  the  one  side,  of  spiritaal  freedom,  and  independence  of  He 
State — which  I  have  thns  fbr  attempted  to  exhibit ;  and,  on  Ihl 
other,  that  of  absolute  consecration  to  the  Lord  Jeens  Olaiili 
whidi  remains  to  be  considered. 

n. — 1.  Let  all  the  honse  of  Israel  know  assuredly,  said  ! 
in  the  name  of  all  the  Apostles,  on  the  day  of  Penteoost, ' 
God  h^th  made  that  same  Jesus,  whom  ye  have  crucifled^  boA 
Lord  and  Christ.'  We  are  his  witnesses,  he  and  they  all  added 
not  long  afterward  to  the  council  of  the  Jews, — and  so  is  die 
Holy  Ghost,  whom  Qod  hath  given  to  them  that  obey  him,  that 
the  God  of  our  fathers  hath  raised  up  Jesus,  whom  ye  slew  and 
hanged  on  a  tree,  and  hath  exalted  him  with  his  right  hand  to 
be  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour,  for  to  give  repentance  to  Israel,  and 
forgiveness  of  sins."  John,  in  his  vision  of  him  whose  name  is 
called  the  Word  of  Ood,  and  who  was  clothed  in  a  vesture  dip- 
ped in  blood,  saw  upon  that  vesture,  and  upon  his  thigh,  a  name 
written — King  0/ kings  and  Lord  of  lords;  and  all  the  armies 
which  are  in  heaven  followed  him.*  And  Paul  declares  that  God 
has  not  only  raised  up  Christ  from  the  dead,  and  set  him  at  his 
own  right  hand  in  the  heavenly  places,  far  above  all  principality, 
and  power,  and  might,  and  dominion,  and  every  name  that  is 
named,  not  only  in  this  world,  but  also  in  that  which  is  to  come; 
but  that  he  hath  put  all  things  under  his  feet,  and  given  him  to 
l>o  the  head  over  all  things  to  the  Church,  which  is  his  body,  the 
fulness  of  him  that  filleth  all  in  all.*  And  the  risen  Saviour 
proclaimed  to  his  Apostles,  in  the  most  emphatic  manner,  and 

*  G«L,  V.  1 ;  John,  viE  32;  Rom.,  vl  18;  1  Peter,  il  16,  16. 
«  Acta,  iu  36.  "Acta,  v.  29-32. 

«  Ber.,  xix.  13-16.  •  Eph.,  i.  20-23. 
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BB  part  of  his  last  charge  to  them  concerning  his  Kingdom, — All 
power  is  given  unto  me  in  heaven  and  in  earth.*  Him,  there- 
fore, the  Church  of  the  living  and  true  Grod  accepts  as  the  one 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,'  her  sole  Foundation" — Husband* — Head' — 
and  King/ 

2.  If  we  would  but  consider  in  how  many  and  how  decisive 
points  of  view  the  Scriptures  place  this  absolute  right  and  do- 
minion of  the  Lord  Jesus  over  his  Church  ;  and  his  infinite 
fitness  to  possess  them,  and  his  infinite  faithfulness  in  the  exe- 
cution of  them,  and  the  unspeakable  freedom  and  blessedness  of 
his  people  therein  ;  wo  should  perceive  clearly  how  deeply  our 
aalvation,  and  the  glory  of  God  in  the  whole  work  of  his  redeem- 
ing love,  are  staked  on  the  matter  we  are  now  examining.  Let 
me  suggest  a  few  particulars. 

(a)  As  Mediator  Christ  is  invested  with  all  power  in  heaven 
and  in  earth  :  as  Head  of  his  Church  he  is  Head  over  all  things, 
with  unlimited  dominion  and  lordship  over  them  all." 

(6)  Christ  has  purchased  the  Church  with  his  own  blood, 
that  it  might  be  unto  him  a  chosen  generation,  a  royal  priest- 
hood, a  holy  nation,  a  peculiar  people — showing  forth  the  praises 
of  him  who  hath  called  them  out  of  darkness  into  his  marvellous 
light.- 

(c)  That  Church,  chosen  in  him — ^has  with  unanimous  and 
unfaltering  voice  and  consent  of  every  heir  of  God,  chosen  and 
declared  the  Lord  Jesus  to  be  its  Lawgiver,  Kuler,  Judge,  and 
Saviour ;  whose  glory  as  such,  is  above  the  heavens,  and  whose 
infinite  exaltation  as  her  Lord,  every  tongue  wijl  at  last  confess.' 

{d)  Nor  is  there  anything  wanting  in  him,  to  make  him  wor- 
thy to  possess  and  competent  to  exercise  this  boundless  dominion 
— since  it  is  he  which  searcheth  the  reins  and  hearts,  and  giveth 
to  every  one  according  to  his  works — ^he  by  whom  God  shall  judge 
the  secrets  of  men,  according  to  the  Gospel.*^ 

(c)  In  him  are  hid  all  the  treasures  of  wisdom  and  knowl- 
edge ;  and  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  the  Spirit  of  wisdom  and 
understanding,  the  Spirit  of  counsel  and  might,  the  Spirit  of 

>  Matt,  xxviu.  18.  •  1  Cor.,  viiL  6.  '1  Car.,  iil  11. 

•  2  Oor.,  XL  2.  *  Eph.,  I  22.  •  PBalm  il  6. 
»  Matt,  rxviii.  18;  Eph.,  I  22;  PliiL,  L  9-11. 

•  Acta,  XX.  28 ;  1  Pet,  il  9,  10. 

•  Isaiah,  xxxiii,  22 ;  Psalm  viiL  1,  10;  PhiL,  IL  fr-ll. 
■•EeT.,iL23;  Bom.,  il  16. 
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knowledge  and  of  the  feor  of  theLoid,  rest  immeaennblj  ofMNi 
him.* 

(/)  It  is  before  his  jodgment  her  that  we  most  all  appear, 
that  eveiy  one  may  reoeiye  the  things  done  in  his  body,  aoooiit 
ing  to  that  he  hath  done,  whether  it  be  good  or  bad  ;  wheroof 
Qod  hath  given  assnrance  onto  all  men,  in  that  he  hath  ndaed 
him  flrom  the  dead.' 

3.  What  less  can  we  say  to  these  things,  than  that  the  onnm 
and  Kingdom  of  Jesas  Christ  appertain  to  him  as  ezdnsively  as 
his  cross  7  He  alone  is  King  in  Zion — as  really  as  he  alone  is 
the  Bedeemer  of  Israel  By  the  eternal  purpose  of  Jehovah-* 
by  the  unalterable  covenant  between  the  Father,  the  Son,  aad 

\  the  Holy  Ohost — ^by  the  purchase  of  his  own  most  preeioos 

?  blood — ^by  the  ratification  of  his  work  by  the  Father  in  the  iii» 

finite  exaltation  of  the  glorified  Bedeemer— fay  the  latificatioa 
of  his  work  by  the  Holy  Ghost  in  his  unbroken  testimony  to 
Ohrist — ^by  the  willing  obedience  and  joyful  suffhige  of  every  heir 
of  eternal  life-— by  his  own  glorious  fitness  to  rule  over  and  in 
the  Kingdom  of  God — by  bis  infinite  power,  and  wisdom,  and 
justice  in  the  final  judgment  of  the  quick  and  the  dead — ^by  the 
unsearchable  fulness  out  of  which  he  bestows  on  his  brethren  a 
weight  of  glory  which  no  heart  can  conceive,  and  upon  his  ene- 
mies tribulation  and  anguish  beyond  their  wildest  fears  : — by 
rights  and  prerogatives  so  immense,  so  accumulated,  so  over- 
whelming— he  is  the  King,  the  Lawgiver,  the  Judge,  the  Lord 
in  Zion  ! 

4.  It  is  precisely  in  this  absolute  and  exclusive  headship  of 
Christ,  and  the  consecration  of  his  Church  to  him  responsive 
thereto,  that  the  root  of  her  inward  freedom  lies  ;  just  as  it  is  on 
her  entire  separation  from  the  world,  that  her  outward  freedom 
is  grounded,  and  can  be  made  manifest.  Nor  is  the  doctrine  of 
her  inward  freedom  barren — any  more  than  that  of  her  outward 
freedom.  Nay,  this  is  before  the  other :  necessarily  before  it  in 
the  order  of  her  life — immeasurably  before  it  in  the  power  of  its 
operation.  For  without  this  inward  freedom  there  is  no  Church 
of  God,  to  which  that  outward  freedom  can  appertain.  Where- 
ever  Christ  reigns  in  the  human  soul,  there  the  Kingdom  of  God 
is  set  up,  even  though  men  and  states  recognize  it  only  to  reject 
and  oppress  it.     The  Kingdom  cometh  not  with  observation  :  it 

>  CoL,  il  3;  laaiah,  xl  3.  *  2  Ck>r^  t.  10;  Acta,  xyu.  31. 
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10  within  us — and  is  righteousness,  and  peace,  and  joy  in  the 
Holy  Ghost/ 

5.  The  manner  in  which  we  are  personally  made  free  by 
Christ,  has  been  fully  and  carefully  explained,  and  the  whole 
process  of  onr  deliverance  traced.  Considering  all  those  who  are 
delivered  by  Christ  as  united  in  the  fellowship  of  saints,  and 
conducted  into  the  glorious  liberty  wherewith  Christ  makes  his 
whole  people  free  ;  we  have  before  us  that  great  company  of  the 
redeemed,  which  is  the  City  of  God.'  Their  individual  freedom 
18  the  result  of  their  personal  union  with  Christ ;  the  aggregate 
freedom  of  the  whole  is  the  result  of  Christ's  headship  over  his 
Church.  Their  individual  consecration  to  Christ  as  their  Sa- 
viour, is  the  clearest  manifestation  of  their  personal  deliverance 
by  him :  their  public  and  organic  consecration  to  him  as  their 
only  King  and  Head,  is  the  clearest  proof  of  the  organic  freedom 
of  the  Church. 

6.  These  divine  realities  are  developed  in  a  way,  at  once  dis- 
tinct and  irresistible.  The  mode  of  our  being  and  the  character 
of  our  nature,  alike  render  it  impossible  for  us  to  exist,  in  any 
independent  and  irresponsible  condition — ^which  we  might  choose, 
in  our  folly,  to  dignify  with  the  name  of  freedom,  and  which  we 
might  imagine  was  attainable  and  to  be  desired.  We  have  no 
freedom — and  can  have  none — which  can  deliver  us  from  God, 
and  from  nature,  and  make  us  independent  of  those  ever-living 
forces  of  I'eason,  morality,  and  providence,  which  operate  within 
and  around  us,  and  amidst  which,  as  a  part  of  them,  and  not  as 
irrespective  of  them,  we  are  borne  onward  to  our  destiny.  We 
may  perish — or  we  may  bo  saved  by  Christ :  besides  which,  there 
is  no  alternative.  We  are  already  under  the  law  and  the  bondage 
of  sin  and  death  :  and  from  this  condition  nothing  but  the  law 
of  the  Spirit  of  life,  in  Christ  Jesus,  can  make  us  free.*  In  this 
condition  the  blood  of  Christ  is  efficaciously  applied  to  our  souls. 
The  infinite  dominion  of  the  Son  of  God,  which  pervades  the 
universe  with  absolute  completeness  and  perfection,  becomes  un- 
speakably merciful  and  loving  towards  us,  and  supersedes  in  us 
every  other  dominion.  The  divine  agency  by  which  it  acts — even 
that  of  the  Holy  Ghost — ^is  infinitely  pure,  gentle,  ennobling, 

•  Luke,  xrii.  20,  21;  Rom^  xiv.  17,  18. 

•  Psalm  xlviii. passim ;  Rev.,  iii.  12  ;  xxL  passim;  Gal,  i7.  22-31. 

•  Bom.,  viil  2. 
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and  efficacioiifl ;  and  the  divino  truth  thit^ngh  which  it  works, 
quick  and  powerful  as  a  two-edged  sword ,  is  also  sweot,  and 
purifjmg.  iitid  healiiigj  ns  the  balm  that  is  in  Gilcad.  And  the 
company  of  the  Lord's  redeemedj  who  walk  in  white  bearing  the 
lynibols  of  victoryj  are  round  about  us,  every  one  a  tnonumeiit 
like  oiir&elf  of  divine  grace  and  glory.  Now,  is  this  boDdiig© — - 
— or  is  it  delivemnce  ? 

7,  Fi^edom  of  the  human  conaeience  from  all  control  but  that 
of  God — freedom  of  the  butnan  reason  from  all  aiUbority  but  that 
of  truth — ^freedom  of  the  human  will  from  all  dominion  but  that 
of  the  Ruler  of  the  unJverse^freedom  of  tho  human  soul  from 
all  subjection  but  that  to  its  Creator  and  Redeemer!  add  to  aB 
this  majestic  freed om^ — the  freedom  to  use  it  all— freely  for  all 
good  !  This  is  the  feeble  expression  of  that  spiritual  condition 
proposed  to  the  Church  of  the  living  God — -and  for  which  the 
Spirit  of  God  is  able  to  prepare  her.  This  is  the  true  Condition^ 
ioadequately  expressedj  of  the  visible  Church  of  Christ,  which 
in  itti  free  action  separates  itself  more  and  more  from  the  world, 
and  soticits  from  all  States  a  complete  separation  from  them^  in 
all  her  spiritual  life  and  movement,  Tbia  is  the  result  of  tha 
supreme  and  exclusive  headship  of  the  glorified  Redeemer^  to 
which  the  perfect  consecratioti  of  his  Church  to  him—- is  her 
responsive  act»  It  is  a  freedom  of  which  none  are  worthy — to 
which  none  are  competent— unto  which  none  can  attain — but 
the  Bride  of  the  Lamb  1  As  to  her,  the  more  perfectly  her  will 
is  swallowed  up  in  the  will  of  God,  the  more  complete  her  free- 
dom is.  The  more  entirely  God's  truth  obtains  possession  of  her 
mind  and  heart,  the  more  thoroughly  does  that  truth  make  her 
free.  The  more  constant  and  pervading  the  power  of  God's 
Spirit  within  her  isj  the  more  assured  and  enlarged  is  the  liberty 
of  her  service  and  her  love.  And  as  to  every  dependent  creature 
— fallen  and  renewed  by  grace — this  is  the  only  form  of  spiritual 
freedom  offered  to  them  by  God^  or  of  which  their  fallen  nature  is 
capable.  It  is  the  form  in  which  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  hath 
abolished  death^  and  hath  brought  lifo  and  immortality  to  light 
through  the  Gospel,* 

8.  The  present  enquiry  does  not  lead  us  to  the  particular  con- 
sideration of  the  duty  of  the  State,  as  a  divine  institutej  and  that 
of  the  civil  magistrate,  as  in  his  oifice  a  servant  of  Gt>d.    It  may 

'  2Tim^  i.  T-io. 
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be  observed,  however,  that  the  separate  ordination  of  States,  is 
very  far  from  releasing  them  from  the  duty  of  piety  towards  God 
— from  the  open  recognition  of  their  position,  as  powers  estab- 
lished by  him  and  responsible  to  him — or  from  the  obligation  to 
respect  and  protect  every  other  institute  ordained  by  him.*  The 
obligation  resting  on  the  State  to  take  note  of  the  Church  of 
God,  is  in  its  nature  very  similar  to  that  resting  on  the  Church 
to  take  note  of  the  State  ;  the  duty  of  acting  righteously  in  the 
sphere  assigned  by  God,  is  as  clear  with  respect  to  one  as  to  the 
other  ;  and  the  certainty  of  God*s  favour,  or  his  displeasure,  is 
equally  absolute  and  efficacious,  with  respect  to  both.  The  God 
of  the  Christian  is  the  only  God.  His  dominion  extends  to  all 
things — his  providence  directs  all  things — his  will  is  the  rule  by 
which  all  things  are  determined.  All  peoples,  all  States,  all 
rulers — all  that  exists,  in  every  relation  in  which  it  exists,  is  his : 
and  80  the  whole  universe  is  his.  For  his  own  glory  he  created 
all  things  :  for  that,  he  sustains  and  governs  all.  The  humblest 
creature  is  not  beneath  his  regard — and  the  most  exalted  is  as 
nothing  before  his  wrath.  Whoever  imagines  that  kindnesses  or 
•  injuries  done  to  the  least  of  his  children — are  forgotten  by  him, 
knows  nothing  of  him.  And  the  kings  of  the  earth  who  set 
themselves,  and  the  rulers  who  take  counsel  together,  against  the 
Lord,  and  against  his  Anointed ;  ought  to  know  that  he  that  sit- 
teth  in  the  heavens  shall  laugh — that  the  Lord  shall  have  them 
in  derision.' 

'  Prov.,  viil  15,  16;  Psalm  bcxxlL  3,  4;  2  Sam.,  xxiii.  3 ;  Rom.,  xiil  1-8. 
*  Psalm  iL  2,  4;  MaU.,  xxy.  31-46. 
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•-Nftture  ttod  Tuflueixce  IhorPoC^ — 3.  Geneml  Career  of  th&  eitrly  Gospel  Churcb :  Tli 
Tai&  in  Ihc?  EaBt :  Tho  Latiti  and  the  Greok  Churches  and  Empire*. — L  €fi 
of  the  Gospel  Chumb,  and  of  tho  Lotm  Cburch*  Ui  tb©  West — till  our  Timei. — 
IIL  1»  Th0  Logical  Element:  StamX  Mid  explained, — 2.  Its  Force  when  ilirecfcatf 
hy  Divine  Grttoe.^3»  Sjropatby  between  tho  inwAnl  and  ontwafd  Lif«  of  tiio 
Church:  Unity  through  all  Geuemtiona, — IT.  L  Svipcruatarnl  ElcJioent:  I ta  Vital 
Sapiremacj.^ — %.  The  total  Abnegation  of  Identity  botween  the  Go9i»ol  Church, 
and  ©TCiy  loetltutiou,  real  or  posatble. — 3.  Pttaitive  Ex|KMUton  of  it,  Supcroivtur- 
Ally  Con^df^red.^-V.  L  InfbJUble  Certaicity  ounoomlng  the  True  Churck — 2.  AH 
poafiible  Forma  of  the  elemental  Idea  of  Relicnon,  rt^dudblc*  t©  thr&o*  Th^^9e 
Stated. — 3.  The  First  Class  reject  the  Reyolation  of  God :  They  cannot  be  the 
Church  of  Christ — 4.  The  Second  abuse  and  pervert  that  Revelation :  PrecisioQ 
of  the  Rule  of  Judging  them. — 5.  The  Third  are  the  result,  and  expression,  of  that 
Revelation :  Their  Glory  and  Blessedness. — VI.  1.  Recognition  of  the  Churdi 
Visible,  universal — 2.  Particular  Marks  distinctive  of  her:  General  Statemenl 
conoermng  them. — 3.  The  two  ultunate  and  opposite  Foundations:  Authority— 
Reason. 


I. — 1.  I  HAVE  DOW  traced,  in  the  four  preceding  chapters,  the 
Church  of  Christ  as  it  may  bo  considered  in  its  fundamental  idea 
and  elemental  principles — as  it  may  be  considered  in  its  nature 
and  end — as  it  may  be  considered  as  the  universal  Church  visible 
— and  as  it  may  be  considered  with  regard  to  that  spiritual  freedom 
which  results  from  its  complete  consecration  to  Christ.  It  seems 
to  me  that  this  course  of  exposition  brings  the  whole  subject  to 
a  position  in  which  we  may  say  we  have  precise  knowledge,  and 
therefore  have  clear  and  just  views,  touching  a  matter  at  once  un- 
speakably vast  and  important.  What  would  follow,  if  we  lived 
in  the  first  age  of  the  Church,  would  be  to  sum  up  and  apply  the 
knowledge  thus  obtained,  to  the  designation  of  those  universal 
marks  of  the  divine  Kingdom  thus  displayed^  whereby  it  might 
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be  infallibly  distingnished.  We  live,  however,  not  in  the  first, 
but  in  the  nineteenth  age  of  the  Church.  And  all  the  intervening 
ages  have  claims  greater  or  less  upon  our  consideration ;  and  all 
the  permanent  effects  which  their  terrible  convulsions  and  vicis- 
sitndes,  may  be  supposed  to  have  produced  upon  these  great  ques- 
tions, require  some  line  to  be  clearly  drawn  through  them,  whereby 
we  may  walk  in  confidence.  Before  attempting,  therefore,  to  point 
out  those  infallible  marks  of  the  true  Church  to  which  I  have 
alluded,  it  seems  necessary  to  explain  carefully,  but  generally, 
those  great  principles  and  truths,  to  the  test  of  which  all  the 
past,  with  all  its  influences,  must  submit ;  and  in  the  presence 
of  which,  the  true  position  of  every  age,  as  it  exists,  becomes 
equally  distinct. 

2.  There  are  united  in  the  very  fabric  of  the  Church,  three 
elements,  distinct  but  closely  allied  as  they  come  to  us,  all  of 
which  we  must  appreciate,  in  order  to  comprehend  fully  the  as- 
pect she  ought  now  to  present,  and  to  render  truly  our  decision 
upon  the  marks  that  determine  her  very  existence.  These  are 
the  historical,  the  logical,  and  the  supernatural  elements  which 
enter  into  the  question  of  the  Church.  Of  these  the  last,  is  the 
transcendent  element :  the  second  is  next  to  it  in  importance,  but 
far  below  it :  and  the  first,  instead  of  being  the  chief,  as  is  so 
often  asserted,  really  derives  all  its  importance,  since  the  close  of 
the  canon  of  inspired  books  and  the  death  of  the  last  inspired 
man,  from  the  light  it  imparts  to  the  other  two,  by  showing  us 
how  they  have  affected  man,  and  how  he  has  abused  them.  I 
will  consider  each  in  its  order  as  briefly  as  possible  ;  observing 
that  the  necessity  of  any  such  consideration,  and  even  of  any 
precise  determination  of  the  marks  of  the  true  Church,  rests,  on 
one  side,  on  the  certainty  that  there  is  such  a  Church  on  earth, 
and  on  the  other  side,  on  the  certainty  that  fidelity  to  Christ 
and  to  our  own  soul,  renders  it  impossible  to  allow,  without 
examination,  any  claim,  by  any  organization,  that  it  is  that 
Church. 

II. — 1.  I  exclude  from  the  historical  element  of  the  Church, 
all  its  inspired  history,  all  the  narrative  portion  of  the  sacred 
Scriptures ;  for  all  this  is  an  essential  part  of  its  supernatural 
element — what  God  said  he  did,  being  as  really  divine  as  any- 
thing else  he  said — and  the  inspired  narrative  of  what  he  did 
being  obligatory  upon  us  as  expounding  his  revealed  will,  and 
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not  to  be  considered  as  simply  explaining  the  oonne  of  eventaL 
The  Church  is  delivered  to  us  by  Bevelation  in  its  Gospel  state 
— ^the  state  in  which  it  should  exist  by  divine  appoiotmenty  and 
the  Bevelation  of  which  is  addressed  to  man  and  cogninhle  bj 
man.  Whatever  history  it  had  before,  is  written  by  Gtod :  what- 
ever development,  was  by  divine  authority,  was  under  the  Gore* 
nant  of  Grace,  and  terminated  with  the  Apostles  of  the  Loid. 
That  the  steps  of  its  previous  development  had  been  numerona 
and  distinct — all  progressive,  each  emerging  from  the  bosom  of 
its  immediately  preceding  state,  and  conducting  directly  to  its 
immediately  succeeding  state;  all  this  proves  clearly  that  wa 
must  accept  the  common  result  of  all,  as  the  Church  of  Christ ; 
but  proves,  also,  that  further  progress  and  development  of  the 
same  description,  so  &r  from  being  normal  to  the  Chnroh — are 
impossible  in  the  absence  of  that  immediate  authority  of  God, 
attested  by  miracles  and  revelation,  which  had  attended  all  ili 
previous  changes.  Add  to  this  the  express  and  repeated  declami- 
tion  of  GK>d,  that  the  Gospel  Church  is  the  last  dispensation  of 
his  grace  directed  to  the  salvation  of  sinners,  and  that  the  second 
coming  of  the  Son  of  Man  is  the  next  manifestation  of  his  King- 
dom ;  and  the  demonstration  is  complete  that  the  Apostolic 
Church,  and  not  a  Church  developed  beyond  it,  is  still  the  true 
Church  of  Christ 

2.  Whatever,  therefore,  the  uninspired  history  of  the  Gospel 
Church,  during  her  progress,  her  convulsions,  and  her  vicissitudes 
for  nineteen  centuries,  may  deliver  to  this  generation  ;  must,  as 
regards  its  value  as  an  elemental  part  of  the  question  of  the 
Church,  sink  very  low  in  comparison  with  the  supernatural  ele- 
ment of  it :  and  must  submit  whatever  value  it  may  really  pos- 
sess to  the  severe  scrutiny  of  the  logical  element  of  tlie  great 
question.  What  God  has  ordained  his  Church  to  be,  and  what 
the  human  soul  enlightened  by  divine  truth,  perceives  from  her 
nature  and  end  that  she  should  be ;  may  derive  a  certain  con- 
firmation to  us  from  the  fact,  that  historically  that  is  what  she 
is,  and  has  been.  And  our  judgment  may,  to  a  certain  extent, 
be  influenced  by  her  free  and  common  judgment,  maintained 
through  all  ages,  as  to  what  the  ordination  of  God  is,  and  as  to 
what  her  own  nature  and  end  oblige  her  to  be.  But  it  is  only  of 
the  true  Church  of  Christ,  that  such  statements  can  be  made : 
for  the  history  which  has  been  enacted,  and  the  judgments  which 
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have  been  uttered,  by  dead  heretics  and  schismatics,  dead  per- 
secutors and  oppressors,  dead  seducers  and  corrupters,  are  of  no 
more  authority  to  us,  than  they  were  to  those  saints  whose  blood 
they  shed.  When  we  attempt  to  appreciate  the  value  of  the 
historical  element  of  the  question  of  the  Church,  we  must  be 
careful  not  to  deceive  ourselves,  by  allowing  the  corrupters  of  the 
truth  and  the  oppressors  of  the  earth,  to  speak  in  the  name  of 
the  Bride  of  the  Lamb,  whom  these  very  despisers  of  the  cross 
of  Christ  have  driven  into  the  wilderness  during  two-thirds  of 
her  pilgrimaj]^,  and  would  have  destroyed  utterly,  if  God  had 
permitted  them.  Nor  must  we  allow  ourselves  to  forget,  even 
when  the  Bride  of  the  Lamb  herself  makes  her  voice  audible 
through  centuries  of  corruption  and  persecution,  that  she  must 
speak  by  the  same  rule  by  which  we  must  judge.  We  could  not 
allow  her,  even  if  she  desired  it,  to  settle  determinately,  and  for 
us,  the  significance  of  the  elements  of  her  own  great  question  ; 
without  surrendering  every  claim  which  the  Knowledge  of  God 
has,  to  be  considered  a  science  of  positive  truth.  In  efiTect,  there 
has  always  been,  and  there  is  now,  a  true  Church  universal  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  and  its  history  is  the  most  important  part 
of  the  history  of  mankind,  since  the  days  of  the  Apostles  ;  and 
it  gives  us  a  determinate  element  in  the  great  question  of  the 
true  Church,  chiefly  as  it  sets  before  us  to  be  scrutinized,  the 
very  thing  we  seek. 

3.  Christ's  conception  of  his  own  Kingdom  as  exhibited  in  its 
members,  and  therefore  called  his  Church,  his  Body,  his  Bride  ; 
was  of  a  universal  Kingdom  of  righteousness,  peace,  and  joy, 
into  which  men  are  divinely  persuaded  by  teaching  them  eternal 
truth.  From  the  earliest  dawn  of  tradition,  and  the  existence 
of  the  first  powerful  State  among  men,  the  human  idea  was  the 
establishment  of  universal  dominion  by  force ;  which  has  been 
realized  four  times  in  the  history  of  mankind,  in  those  four  uni- 
versal world-powers,  of  which  various  portions  of  the  prophetic 
Scriptures,  especially  the  book  Daniel  and  the  Revelation  of  St. 
John,  give  so  remarkable  an  account.  In  the  bosom  of  the  last 
of  these,  the  Gospel  Church  took  its  rise,  when  the  set  time  had 
Gome.  During  all  subsequent  ages,  it  had  its  predicted  course, 
first  under  the  shadow,  and  then  under  the  more  baleful  sun- 
shine, of  this  vast  power ;  till  it  was  itself  subverted,  and  the 
Tory  idea  of  universal  dominion,  as  a  pure  civil  conception,  was 
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loflt  amongst  men.  Then  the  Gospel  Church  continned  its  ooniie 
towards  its  own  predestinated  triumph,  in  the  midst  of  the  pro- 
phetic Kingdoms  into  which  that  last  subverted  empire  was  rent 
The  Boman  empire,  and  the  visible  Church  already  deeply  cor- 
rupted, had  both  been  torn  asunder ;  and  the  Latin  Clinrch  and 
empire,  and  the  Greek  Church  and  empire,  at  length  divided  the 
civilized  world  between  them.  In  the  latter  arose  the  apostsi^ 
of  Mohammed  ;  in  the  former  the  apostacy  of  the  Papacy.  Both 
under  the  pretext  of  religion,  and  with  the  most  formidahk 
union  of  spiritual  and  civil  power  the  world  has  seen,  sought  to 
prolong  the  existence  in  new  and  appalling  forms,  of  univennl 
world-power  by  force,  directed  against  both  the  conscience  and 
persons  of  men.  To  this  day  the  Churches  of  the  whole  ^ast  re- 
main under  the  yoke  of  Mohammedan  superstition,  or  are  sankeii 
in  spiritual  deadness  and  defection.  God  has  given  to  them  no 
great  awakening,  no  great  reformation,  during  twelve  hundred 
years ;  and  in  all  those  vast  regions,  it  would  be  &r  easier  to  point 
out  intolerable  corruptions  of  Christianity,  than  to  designate  a 
true  mark  of  the  Church  of  Christ. 

4.  In  the  West  the  Latin  Church  and  empire  had  a  different 
career :  and  so  had  the  true  Church  of  Christ.  From  the  days 
of  Christ  to  those  of  Constantine  the  Great,  the  whole  Church 
through  three  centuries  of  persecution,  possessed,  nevertheleaB, 
inward  freedom,  and  filled  the  earth  with  the  knowledge  of  the 
Lord,  From  Constantine  to  Pope  Hildebrand,  commonly  known 
as  Gregory  VII.,  during  about  seven  and  a  half  centuries  more, 
the  Church  of  God  passed  through  a  period  of  constant  declen- 
sion and  oppression,  and  at  length  of  merciless  persecution  ;  and 
the  Papacy  from  small  beginnings  in  the  city  of  Bome,  gradually 
extended  its  dominion  and  its  corruption,  until  it  became  the 
mistress  of  Europe,  and  sought  to  subject  the  whole  world  to  its 
sway.  From  Hildebnmd  to  Luther,  during  more  than  four  addi- 
tional centuries,  the  true  Church  of  Christ  is  to  be  traced  chiefly 
in  the  blood  or  its  martyrs,  and  in  the  edicts  of  its  oppresson ; 
and  the  Papacy  reigned  with  unlimited  despotism  throughout 
the  Latin  Church,  and  over  the  nations  inhabiting  the  countries 
that  composed  the  Latin  empire.  Twice  before  Luther,  once  in 
the  eleventh  century  in  the  south  of  Europe,  and  once  in  the  east 
of  Europe  in  the  fifteenth  century,  a  Christian  people  had  at- 
tempted, as  did  the  Germans  in  the  sixteenth  century,  to  main- 
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tain  against  Rome,  the  right  to  love  and  serve  the  Lord  :  and  in 
both  cases,  they  were  visited  with  protracted  and  exterminating 
war,  and  cut  off  with  indiscriminate  slaughter.  From  Luther's 
day  to  our  own,  during  more  than  three  additional  centuries,  the 
Church  of  Ciirist,  restored  to  life  by  a  miracle  of  divine  grace, 
has  passed  through  a  ceaseless  struggle,  with  the  Papacy  on  the 
one  hand,  and  with  every  form  of  unbelief  and  misbelief  on  the 
other.  And  now  she  stands  before  the  same  lost  world,  from  which 
she  has  been  so  long  separate,  consecrated  to  the  Rume  Saviour 
who  has  always  been  her  portion,  appealing  to  his  blessed  word, 
and  to  her  own  nature  and  end,  to  confirm  that  historical  claim 
to  be  the  Bride  of  the  Lamb,  which  has  been  the  crown  of  her 
rejoicing  through  centuries  of  trial. 

IIL — 1.  The  Church  visible  of  God,  in  whatever  light  we  con- 
sider it,  has,  like  everything  else  that  is  subjected  to  our  scrutiny, 
a  logical  element  which  it  is  impossible  to  omit,  in  every  judg- 
ment we  form  concerning  it.  Everything  that  relates  to  that 
Church,  considered  as  the  Church  visible  and  universal  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  distinguishes  the  question  concerning  it,  as 
containing  this  logical  element  in  a  very  high  degree.  The  un- 
inspired history  of  Christianity  both  in  its  purity  and  its  cor- 
ruption, demands,  from  its  very  nature,  a  more  thorough  scrutiny 
before  any  controlling  influence  can  be  allowed  to  it,  than  any 
history  besides ;  whilst  yet  no  permanent  interest  of  mankind, 
remains  more  madequately  prepared  for  the  scrutiny  of  any,  but 
the  learned,  than  this  vast  and  diversified  history.  Moreover,  the 
entire  supernatural  element,  which  is  the  controlling  element  in 
every  question  that  relates  to  Christianity,  cannot  be  accepted 
by  man,  much  less  so  accepted  as  to  satisfy  it,  without  something 
to  justify  that  profound  conviction  it  demands.  It  is  in  the  light 
of  all  we  know,  and  all  we  are — the  light  of  reason,  of  conscience, 
of  philosophy,  of  the  whole  power  we  possess  whether  by  nature 
or  through  grace,  directed  by  all  the  knowledge  we  have  obtained; 
that  our  meditations  are  to  be  directed  to  every  serious  question, 
and  above  all  to  questions  relating  to  God  and  to  duty.  The 
ground  of  every  decision  is,  in  one  respect,  obliged  to  lie  in  the 
subject  matter  itself;  and,  therefore,  as  in  all  I  have  said,  so  em- 
phatically here,  nothing  can  be  determined  irrespective  of  its  own 
nature  and  end — irrespective  of  its  own  logical  element.  Nor  is 
it  possible  to  determine  anything  against  its  own  nature  and  end. 
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against  its  own  logical  element,  withont  determining  ftlsely.  Ik 
woold  be  wholly  impossible  to  believe  that  a  God  of  parity  ud 
troth,  proposed  to  save  sinners  in  their  pollution,  or  by  means  of 
fidsehood  and  cruelty :  impossible  to  believe,  that  the  saints  of 
Ood  have  Satan  for  their  Lord,  instead  of  Christ:  impossible  to 
bdieve  that  to  be  a  true  Church,  which  by  virtue  of  its  fidth,  ito 
life,  and  its  worabip,  promotes  sin  instead  of  holiness.  BatioiH 
ally,  it  is  not  competent  to  man  to  say,  that  truth  and  falsehood 
are  the  same :  ethically  it  is  beyond  his  nature,  to  confonnd  iha 
distinction  between  good  and  evil :  logically  the  concrete  of  all 
thia  is  a  controlling  reality  of  his  boing — ^he  cannot  disregard  tlMi 
nature  and  end  of  things. 

2.  If  we  add  to  these  great  principles  and  truths,  which  are 
common  to  man,  that  which  is  peculiar  to  the  children  of  Qod^ 
we  shall  perceive  how  sure  a  foundation  is  laid  in  this  logical  ele- 
sent  of  the  question  of  the  Church,  for  a  true  decision  conoero- 
iDg  it  He  who  is  bom  of  the  Spirit  is  able  to  discern  the  King* 
dom  of  Gbd,«  and  is  fit  to  enter  it.'  That  which  is  bom  of  tha 
Spirit  is  spirit,  as  really  as  that  which  is  bom  of  the  flesh  is  flesh.' 
To  know  God,  the  living  and  trae  God,  and  to  know  Jesus  Christ 
whom  he  has  sent — this  is  eternal  life.*  The  Son  of  God  has 
given  us  an  understanding,  that  we  may  know  him  that  is  true : 
and  we  are  in  him  that  is  true,  even  in  his  Son  Jesus  Christ :  this 
is  the  true  God,  and  eternal  life.*  But  this  Saviour  whom  we 
know,  is  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life :  and  we  know  the  truth, 
and  the  truth  has  made  us  free  :  and  the  Spirit  of  truth  guides 
us  into  all  truth.*  And  is  it  so,  that  they  who  are  thus  enlight- 
ened cannot  discern  the  common  mother  of  them  all  ?*  Is  that 
spiritual  insight  which  suffices  to  discern  God,  and  Christ,  and 
all  truth,  blind  when  it  is  turned  toward  the  Spouse  of  Christ  ?^ 
Are  the  very  elect  of  God,  whom  it  is  impossible  for  false  pro- 
phets, and  even  false  Christs  to  deceive,  incapable  of  distinguish- 
ing a  ferocious  harlot,  from  the  faithful  and  beloved  Bride — the 
Lamb's  wife.'  Then  what  we  are  expected  to  believe  is,  that  he 
who  ascended  up  on  high,  leading  captivity  captive,  and  who  gave 

•  AvvaraL  tdetv.  •  John,  iii.  3-6. 

•  John,  i.  13;  iii.  6;  Titiw,  iii.  6.  *  John,  xvii.  3. 

•  1  John,  V.  20.  '  John,  viil  32 ;  xiv.  6 ;  xvL  13;. 

•  GaL,  lY.  26;  27.  **  Song  of  Solomon,  passim. 

•  Matt,  xxiv.  24;  Rov.,  xviL  |)awt'fn ;  xxi.  9-27. 
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Ajwstles,  prophets,  evangelists,  pastors  and  teachers,  for  the  per- 
fecting of  the  saints,  for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  for  the  edify- 
ing of  the  body  of  Christ ;  gave  them  sufficient  grace  to  keep  the 
unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace,  and  to  discern  the  one 
Spirit,  the  one  hope  of  our  calling,  the  one  Lord,  one  faith,  one 
baptism,  one  God  and  Father  of  all ;  but  did  not  give  them 
grace  to  discern  the  one  body  to  which  they  were  given :  although 
he  says  he  did,  and  names  it  first  of  all,  in  the  very  front  of  the 
wondrous  array.' 

3.  Nor  is  this  element  Of  the  question  of  the  Church  fully 
appreciated,  until  we  reflect,  that  besides  the  force  which  its  very 
existence  implies,  in  distinguishing  the  true  Church,  the  force 
of  its  own  working  makes  every  mark  of  the  Church  more  and 
more  distinct,  while  the  absence  of  that  working  may  be  so  ab- 
solute, as  to  destroy  all  evidence  of  the  existence  of  the  Church. 
Considered  of  herself,  the  sympathy  between  the  inner  and  the 
outer  life  of  the  Church,  is  constant  and  profound ;  her  spirit, 
her  faith,  her  life,  her  form,  all  mutually  and  continually  influ- 
encing each  other.  When  she  rose  under  the  labours  of  the 
Apostles,  she  rose  altogether ;  when  she  declined  under  the 
tyranny  of  Rome,  she  declined  altogether ;  when  she  was  re- 
stored to  life  under  the  labours  of  the  Reformers,  it  was  a  resto- 
ration altogether;  and  every  apostacy  from  her,  has  been  an 
apostacy  altogether.  In  proportion  as  each  member  is  like 
Christ,  all  are  like  each  other:  in  proportion  as  the  Church  is 
pure,  she  is  identical  in  all  generations.  Her  early  Greek  creeds 
and  her  still  more  numerous  creeds  of  the  Reformation — the  for- 
mer preceding  the  Apostacy  of  Rome,  and  the  latter  following  by 
a  thousand  years,  and  renouncing  that  apostacy,  are  all  expressive 
of  the  same  unalterable  faith.  Nor  is  a  less  illustrious  example 
of  that  invincible  force  and  concatenation  of  sympathy  between 
her  inner  and  outer  life,  exhibited  in  all  her  endeavours  to  ex- 
ecute her  true  mission  on  earth.  Her  force  in  the  world,  and  on 
it,  has  always  been  great  in  proportion  to  her  separation  from  it, 
and  feeble  in  proportion  to  the  closeness  of  her  connection  with 
it :  and  her  desire  and  fitness  to  execute  her  mission,  have  al- 
ways risen  and  fallen  with  her  ability  to  do  so,  as  measured  by 
her  own  complete  organization,  and  vital  activity,  as  Christ's. 
Kingdom. 

»  Eph.,  iv.  3-13. 
VOL.  n.  28 
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.  IV. — ^1.  The  Bupernatuial  element  of  the  queetioii  of  tlie 
Ohnrcb,  is  the  graod  and  coDtroUing  element  in  eveiy  aspect  a 
which  it  18  possible  to  preseot  it.  If  we  would  obtain  the  fhadft- 
roedtal  idea  of  the  Ohnrchi  and  the  most  elemental  fbnn  of  Ibe 
priDciples  which  enter  into  that  idea ;  if  we  would  rightly  appre- 
ciate the  natnie  and  end  of  a  Elingdom,  organised  upon  tiiat  idea 
as  an  eternal  witness  for  Gk)d  ;  if  we  would  have  a  dear  oonoep- 
tion  of  the  aspect,  and  form,  and  working  of  this  Kingdom,  with 
Christ  at  its  bead,  the  Spirit  as  its  life,  and  regenerate  men  as  its 
members ;  if  we  would  understand  the  necessity  and  the  form  of 
its  real  fieedom,  resulting  from  its  being  separate  from  the  worid 
and  consecrated  to  the  complete  dominion  of  Christ :  if  tins  ii 
what  we  desire  to  understand,  we  have,  we  can  have,  no  alterna- 
tive, but  to  sit  down  at  the  feet  of  Jesus  and  be  taught  bj  Imb. 
U  is  this  which,  in  the  four  preceding  chapters,  I  have  endeavouad 
to  prove  and  illustrate ;  and  in  the  widest  sense  of  the  truth  im- 
plied in  that  method,  it  is  this  which  pervades  all  I  have  writteSL 
Whether  we  consider  Gk)d,  or  man,  or  the  Mediator  between  them ; 
or  salvation,  or  the  truth  which  is  available  unto  salvation,  and 
that  whether  in  its  objective  or  subjective  form ;  or  the  individual 
sinner,  or  the  race  of  sinners  ;  or  the  individual  believer,  or  the 
whole  elect  of  God,  or  the  Kingdom  of  Grod  composed  of  them, 
and  that  whether  considered  in  its  head  the  Lord  Christ,  or  in  its 
author  the  Holy  Spirit,  or  in  its  members  the  children  of  God  ; 
or  whether  we  consider  the  Church  visible,  and  that  whether  in 
the  very  elements  of  the  question,  or  in  the  marks  of  the  true 
Church — and  that  whether  with  reference  to  her  faith,  her  life, 
her  worship,  or  her  form  :  the  moment  we  shut  our  eyes  to  the 
supernatural  element  which  not  only  pervades  all,  but  determines 
all — there  we  extinguish  liglit  and  hope  together.  The  just  live 
by  faith  ;  the  relation  between  life  and  righteousness,  and  the  re- 
lation l>etween  both  of  them  and  faith — is  divine,  absolute,  un- 
altemble.*  It  is  to  the  supernatural  element  in  Christianity  itself, 
as  well  as  in  the  question  of  the  visible  Church  by  means  of  which 
Christianity  presents  a  particular  aspect,  that  both  the  other  ele- 
ments thereof  are  merely  applied  ;  nay  merely  so  applied,  that 
we  may  the  better  comprehend  its  intimate  nature,  its  practical 
operation,  and  its  eternal  design. 

'  Ilab.,   ii.   1-4 ;    Rom.,  I   14-21 ;    Gal.,   iil    10-14 ;    Heb.,  x.   35-39 ;    John, 
iii  1&-21. 
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2.  The  Church  of  God  is  no  longer  manifested  in  a  particular 
race,  89  under  one  aspect  of  the  Abrahamic  covenant :  it  is  no 
longer  identified  with  a  particular  State,  or  a  particular  nation-* 
ality,  as  with  the  Jewish  commonwealth  and  people.  The  truth, 
of  which  it  is  the  pillar  and  ground,  is  for  all  the  world ;  the 
Gospel  which  it  proclaims,  is  for  every  creature  ;  the  repentance 
and  remission  of  sins,  which  are  preached  in  the  name  of  Christ, 
are  for  all  nations.*  Nor  is  it  a  high,  but  spontaneous  and  neces- 
sary, development  of  the  fallen  religious  nature  of  man,  under 
fixed  conditions  ;  so  many  degraded  forms  of  which  heathenism 
presents  to  ua  Nor  is  it  a  system  created  by  human  skill  and 
thought,  out  of  such  elements  as  existing  systems  famished, 
aided  by  such  suggestions  as  reason,  and  passion,  and  natural 
religion  might  afford  ;  of  which  we  have  examples  in  the  system 
of  Mohammedanism,  and  in  that  of  the  disciples  of  Confucius. 
Nor  is  it  a  fortuitous,  or  capricious,  or  traditional,  or  eclectic  col- 
lection and  arrangement  of  opinions,  and  speculations,  and  ideas, 
and  theories  ;  like  the  schools  of  the  Oriental  and  the  Greek  phi- 
losophies. Nor  is  it  a  myth — springing  from  the  efforts  of  the 
human  mind  to  objectify,  upon  the  traditions  of  the  race,  its  own 
vague  but  powerful  subjective  life  ;  and  assuming  the  particular 
form  in  which  wc  find  it,  by  the  development  of  the  common  life 
of  the  race.  Nor  is  it  a  voluntary  association  of  individuals, 
combined  for  particular  purposes,  governed  by  rules  prescribed 
by  themselves  and  perpetuated  from  generation  to  generation ; 
of  which  so  many  and  such  varied  examples  have  been  furnished, 
in  the  progress  of  the  human  race.  Nor  is  it  even,  like  civil 
society,  which  it  resembles  most  of  all  in  some  remarkable  par- 
ticulars which  I  have  pointed  out ;  a  permanent  and  divine  insti- 
tution, of  which  Gt)d  has  laid  down  the  elemental  princii)les  and 
obligations,  and  left  to  human  choice,  or  to  the  course  of  events, 
to  determine  the  particular  form  it  mny  assume,  and  the  particu- 
lar direction  it  may  t^ke.  The  Gospel  Church  is  none  of  these 
things.  It  is  widely,  divinely,  different  from  them  all.  And  in 
saying  this  it  will  be  observed  that  the  negations  which  have  been 
made,  exhaust  the  ordinary  possibilities  of  human  association,  in 
a  simple  form  ;  and  yet  they  present  few  aspects  which,  in  some 
age,  have  not  been  asserted,  by  those  destitute  of  the  truth,  to 
be  the  true  aspect  of  the  Church  of  Christ. 

1  Tim.,  iii.  16,  16 ;  Mark,  xvL  15 ;  Luke,  xjdv.  47 
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8.  CoDffldered  merely  in  its  Bupeniatiiral  element,  this  is  wlint 
ii  is.  It  is  a  pennanent,  nnmiaal,  spiritoal  Kingdom,  set  up  bj 
God  in  this  world ;  of  which  his  Son  Jesns  Christ  is  the  Loid, 
and  Savionr,  and  head ;  of  which  the  Holy  G-host  is  the  fife ; 
and  of  which  every  member  is  chosen  out  of  the  hnman  femOy, 
by  God  himself  All  these  members  in  all  lands  and  ages,  ooni>- 
stitnte  one  vast  brotherhood,  and  perpetuate  themselves  ibroqg^ 
tin  time,  disregardfiil  of  all  things  that  would  obstmet  their  Kh 
cation  and  their  progress.  They  are  united  under  the  immediate 
authority  of  God,  made  manifest  in  his  written  word,  and  e»r 
feioed  hy  his  divine  Spirit ;  their  outward  organisation 
that  prescribed  io  that  word,  and  every  act  of  authority  1 
peiformed  in  the  presence^  and  in  the  name,  of  the  Saviour  of 
the  world.  Every  object  to  which  the  effi>rts  of  this  body,  llina 
oifsniied  and  administered,  may  be  directed ;  every  doctrine  it 
may  aocept ;  every  duty  which  can  devolve  on  it ;  all  an  laid 
down,  explicitly  or  implicity,  in  the  sacred  Scriptures.  The  bodjr 
itsslf  uid  every  member  of  it,  is  absolutely  precluded  from  doing 
aaythiog  which  God  has  forbidden,  and  from  leaving  undone  any- 
thing which  God  has  commanded ;  no  matter  at  what  risk,  or 
loss,  to  themselves  or  others — ^no  matter  what  ties  are  broken— 
or  what  authority  subverted — by  obedience  to  Gt)d,  While  all 
men,  left  to  themselves,  avoid  and  reject  this  absolute  dominion 
of  Gh)d  ;  and  while  all  who  submit  to  it,  do  so  only  as  they  are 
made  willing  and  able  by  the  Spirit  of  God  ;  it  is,  nevertheless, 
the  immediate  duty  and  right  of  every  human  being,  to  deny 
himself,  take  up  his  cross,  and  follow  Jesus  Christ  in  the  regen- 
eration ;  and  it  is  the  immediate  object  of  this  universal  Church 
visible,  to  make  known  to  every  creature,  his  duty  and  his  right 
in  this  particular — to  urge  every  one  with  all  importunity  to  flee 
from  the  wrath  to  come — and  to  teach  every  one  with  all  dih- 
gcnce  and  love,  the  way  of  life  eternal.  This  Church  of  God,  is 
the  great  glory  of  God,  in  time  and  through  eternity.  In  a  world 
of  sinners,  it  is  vain  to  speak  of  a  Church  of  God  which  contains 
no  such  element  as  this :  vain  to  speak  to  sinners  saved  by  grace, 
of  any  element  paramount  to  this — or  fit  to  be  comparer!  with 
it :  vain  to  think  of  supplying  its  place — and  yet  saving  lost 
souls. 

V. — 1.  These  elements  of  the  question  of  the  visible  Church, 
appear  to  be  exhaustive  ;  and  any  just  consideration  of  them  to 
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place  that  qnestion  in  a  posture,  where  the  marks  of  the  tme 
Church  cannot  fail  to  be  always  present  with  her,  always  so  ob- 
vious that  all  may  know  her,  and  that  her  own  children  cannot 
mistake  her.  What  those  marks  are  in  particular,  or  considered 
generally,  every  one  who  is  enlightened  in  divine  things,  readily 
determines  practically,  and  truly  to  his  own  satisfaction  :  nor  can 
it,  in  any  instance,  affect  the  validity  of  the  conclusion  reached, 
that  boundless  variety  of  mental  experience  and  exercises,  occurs 
in  the  process  by  which  the  human  soul  reaches  its  conclusion 
upon  this,  any  more  than  upon  other  questions  of  our  spiritual 
life.  Nevertheless,  those  marks  of  the  true  Church  are  capable 
of  distinct  classification  and  statement,  under  a  few  general  heads 
— as  T  will  attempt  to  show  in  the  following  chapters.  And  pre- 
liminary thereto,  I  will  apply  the  foregoing  analysis  and  exposi- 
tion to  the  great  question  of  all  religions  and  Churches,  for  the 
purpose  of  clearing  away  all  needless  questions,  and  reducing  the 
one  we  have  to  settle  to  its  exact  state. 

2.  I  have  already  shown  that  the  innumerable  acts  which  are 
performed  by  public  authority  under  every  possible  form  of  so- 
ciety, fall  under  a  very  few,  namely  three,  great  functions,  which 
exhaust  all  the  force  which  results  from  its  organization — and 
supplies  all  that  is  possible,  or  even  conceivable.  It  would  be 
perfectly  easy  to  show,  in  addition,  that  all  the  possible  forms 
which  organized  society  can  assume,  although  they  appear  to  be 
innumerable — are  reducible  to  a  very  few  ;  besides  which,  in  their 
simple  exhibition  and  in  the  multiplied  combinations  of  them, 
there  is  no  possible,  or  imaginable,  form  of  organized  society. 
There  is  a  form  which  is  strictly  popular  and  democratic  ;  there 
is  a  second  which  is  strictly  aristocratical ;  there  is  a  third  which 
is  strictly  regal ;  there  is  a  fourth  which  is  strictly  republican  and 
representative ;  and  there  are  innumerable  combinations  of  the 
elements  of  these  four  forms.  But  nothing  else  is  possible — until 
some  unknown  element  heterogeneous  to  society,  and,  as  regards 
human  nature — either  divine  or  diabolical — is  introduced  as  a 
further  modification  ;  and  even  then,  it  is  the  spirit  more  than 
the  form  that  is  affected.  Tn  like  manner,  the  permanent  forms 
which  are  possible,  or  conceivable,  with  relation  to  the  idea  of 
religion,  even  in  its  widest  sense — are  very  limited  in  number, 
are  capable  of  being  precisely  stated,  and,  following  the  nature 
of  the  subject,  are  less  capable  of  serious  admixture  without 


vntuAl  destraotion.  However  nanieroae  and  diTemftad  tkejoe- 
SgionB  which  have  appeared  among  men,  may  be  UKpond  to  be 
T-^Ae  following  claaies  embrace  them  alL 

(a)  Those  which,  destitute  of  all  true  external  revaiatioQ  fiom 
Qod,  are  the  product  of  the  natural  impulses  of  fallen  maB<— and 
of  his  necessities  manifested  through  his  depraved  religioiis  aoa* 
eeptibilities. 

(b)  Those  which  are  the  product  of  the  abuse  and  pervmpn 
of  a  true  external  revelation  received  ftom  Qod. 

(o)  Those  which  are  the  product,  the  sum,  and  the  expssa- 
Mn,  of  all  true  external  revelation  received  from  (}od. 

S.  No  one  can  doubt  that  all  religions  which  fidl  under  the 
Jnt  of  these  three  classes,  are  to  be  indiscriminately  and  oom- 
fletely  rejected,  as  no  part  of  the  Church  visible  universal  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  Whatever  effect  may  be  produced  on  maa  ipi 
tbjs  life,  or  in  that  which  is  to  come,  by  any  conceivable  fi»m  of 
religion  of  that  kind ;  it  is  perfectly  manifest  that  no  single  efieet, 
In  either  life,  identical  with  any  effect  which  the  religion  of  Jesus 
was  designed  to  produce,  can  be  produced — or  even  desired,  or  ooo- 
templated  by  any  of  them.  It  is  impossible,  in  the  nature  of  ihe 
case,  for  the  Christian  religion  to  identify  itself  with  any  form  of 
natural  religion,  or  general  morality — or  speculative  belief  origi- 
nating in  that  way — without  forfeiting  at  once,  every  divine  claim. 
Of  systems  of  idolatry  and  superstition — of  fraud  and  violence — 
of  pollution,  folly,  and  brutality — which  have  been  accepted  as 
religions  amongst  men  ;  there  is  no  occasion  to  speak  here.  So 
fer  is  it  from  being  possible  to  recognize,  from  the  stand-point  of 
the  Christian  Church,  any  system  of  religion  originating  in  human 
nature,  or  wrought  out  by  man  in  his  own  strength,  as  being  com- 
petent for  our  guidance  in  this  life,  and  for  our  eternal  salvation ; 
the  necessary  effect  of  the  triumph  of  Christianity,  is  the  total 
destruction  of  all  such  religions — the  necessary  effect  of  the  re- 
generation of  each  soul,  is  its  deliverance  from  every  such  delu- 
sion. At  the  very  first  step,  therefore,  of  all  enlightened  attempts 
to  identify  the  Church  of  Christ,  and  even  before  the  exact  set- 
tlement of  the  precise  marks  which  infallibly  distinguish  it ;  the 
field  of  enquiry  is  swept  of  an  overwhelming  mass  of  refuges 
of  lies. 

4.  Those  religions  which  fall  under  the  second  class,  require 
more  consideration.    The  decision  which  ought  to  be  formed  in 
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each  particular  case,  depends  somewliat  on  the  circumstanoes  pe- 
culiar to  each.  The  general  principle  is  clear  enough.  For  as 
the  rejection  of  the  true  external  revelation  made  by  God  to  man, 
necessarily  deprives  men  of  all  knowledge  of  a  Saviour,  and,  there- 
fore, excludes  them  from  all  communion  with  him  ;  so  the  abuse 
and  perversion  of  that  revelation,  to  the  extent  of  depriving  men 
of  saving  knowledge  of  Christ,  also  puts  them  out  of  the  posni- 
bility  of  all  communion  with  him.  Nor  is  it  at  all  material 
whether  this  terrible  result  is  reached,  by  abusing  and  perverting 
God's  revelation  to  man  through  human  additions  made  to  it — 
through  rejection  of  additional  revelations  made  by  God — through 
voluntary  ignorance  of  the  way  of  life  taught  in  the  accepted 
revelation — through  perverse  misstatement  of  the  truth  divinely 
taught — through  carnal  deadness  and  indifference  to  it — through 
holding  it  in  unrighteousness — or  by  whatever  other  means  dishon- 
ouring God  the  Saviour,  and  concealing  from  lost  men  the  light 
of  life.  In  every  such  case,  the  just  consideration  of  either  ele- 
ment of  the  question  of  the  Church,  much  more  of  all  three — 
shows  that  none  such  can  have  the  freedom  of  the  city  of  Qt)d. 
The  difficulty  lies,  not  in  the  principles  on  which  our  decision 
ought  to  rest ;  but  in  the  uncertainty  which  may  attach  to  the 
facts  in  each  case,  or  in  the  conclusive  significance  of  the  facts 
when  established.  That  is,  it  lies,  not  in  tlie  supernatural,  but 
in  the  historical,  or  logical  element  of  the  question.  For  it  is 
not  true  that  every  abuse  and  every  perversion  of  the  word  of 
God — even  though  it  should  be  such  as  to  be  permanent,  and 
characteristic — justifies  us  in  calling  a  Church  corrupt,  much  less 
apostate  ;  any  more  than  that  individual  Christians  whose  fnith 
is  very  weak,  or  even  erroneous  on  many  points — or  whose  lives 
may  come  greatly  short  of  the  Gospel  standard,  are  to  be  cast 
out  as  the  children  of  the  wicked  one.*  The  most  remarkable 
examples,  perhaps,  which  the  history  of  the  Church  affords,  of 
the  abuse  and  perversion  of  the  revelation  of  God,  are  those  fur- 
nished by  the  Jewish  and  Papal  Churches.  And  while  it  is  per- 
fectly clear  that  neither  of  them  can  be  considered  any  part  of 
the  visible  Church  of  Christ ;  it  is  very  remarkable  to  observe 
the  difference  in  God's  providential  dealings  towards  them,  and 
in  the  whole  tenor  of  his  word  respecting  them.  Let  it  be  noted 
that  whatever  practical  difficulty  may  exist  arises  only  on  the 

'  Isaiah,  xL  9-11 ;  Eph.,  iv.  1-3 ;  CoL,  iu.  11-15. 
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low68t  margin  of  the  snbjeot  It  may  not  be  easy  to  diacorv, 
that  those  who  shall  be  saved,  yet  00  as  by  fire,  are  nerrertbelaM 
npon  the  only  foundation  that  is  laid,  which  is  Jesus  Cbrisfe;* 
nor  to  discern  Satan  when  he  is  transformed  into  an  angd  of 
light,  and  his  ministers  when  they  are  transformed  into  miniatam 
of  righteousness.'  But  assuredly  there  is  no  mistaking  the  Bride 
of  Christ — ^to  whom  he  saith  himself,  Thou  art  beautiful,  O  mj 
lore,  as  Tinsah,  comely  as  Jerusalem,  looking  forth  like  the  monH 
ing,  fiiir  as  the  moon,  clear  as  the  sun,  and  terrible  as  an  aiiii^ 
with  banners.' 

6.  It  is  those  religions  which  are  embraced  in  the  third  cbos, 
those,  namely,  which  are  the  product,  the  sumi  and  the  expiee- 
skm  of  all  true  external  revelation  received  from  QoA,  which  an 
tndy  divine.  That  is  the  religion  now  professed  by  the  tnie 
CMrarch,  visible  and  universal,  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  No^ 
hat  the  human  race  any  interest  so  great,  as  that  this  religioni 
on  the  one  hand,  should  have  free  scope  upon  earth — and  thaft, 
on  the  other,  it  should  not  be  allowed  to  depart  fiom  its  own 
sublime  mission,  and  thereby  not  only  deprive  mankind  of  in- 
finite blessings,  but  become  perverted  into  an  engine  of  unspeak- 
able misery.  No  folly  of  mankind  is  more  fatal,  than  the  success- 
ful accommodation  of  the  Gospel  Church,  to  human  philosophies, 
l)a88ion8,  and  ends — the  subjugation,  that  is,  of  God  and  eternal 
truth,  to  man  and  to  all  changeful  vanities  and  lies.  The  con- 
stant effort,  rather,  should  be,  to  reduce  the  visible  Church  more 
and  more  perfectly  to  the  absolute  standard  of  divine  revelation, 
on  which  it  wholly  reposes  ;  and  to  make  every  human  interest 
which  comes  within  its  scope,  conform  itself  more  and  more,  to 
the  same  perfect  and  eternal  standard.  As  for  the  Church,  all 
she  has  is  the  gift  of  God.  When  this  does  not  suffice,  her  mis- 
sion is  at  an  end.  For  the  Spouse  of  him  who  was  dead,  and  is 
alive,  and  liveth  forevermore,  may  not  accept  bridal  ornaments 
from  any  hand  but  his,  any  more  than  she  may  lay  aside  those 
with  which  he  has  adorned  her,  as  proofs  at  once  of  his  infinite 
triumph,  and  his  unquenchable  love  !  What  has  she  to  do — ^I 
will  not  say  with  the  pollution  and  guilt,  but  with  the  empty  and 
tawdry  splendour  of  this  miserable  world  !  Her  faith — ^lier  life — 
her  all,  are  from  above — and  there  is  her  hope  and  her  rest  :  and 

»  1  Cor,  ui.  11-15.  «  2  Cor.,  xi.  13-16. 

•  Solomon*!  Song,  yL  4-10. 
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her  glory  and  her  blessedness  can  mean  nothing,  but  the  presence 
and  approval  of  her  Lord,  and  her  fitness  to  serve  and  to  enjoy 
him! 

VI. — 1.  Our  recognition  of  the  Kingdom  of  Grod,  therefore, 
under  the  form  of  the  visible  Church  universal  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  is  more  than  the  personal  recognition  of  individual  be- 
lievers ;  however  impossible  it  may  be  to  recognize  her  in  their 
absence,  or  except  through  them.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  less 
than  the  recognition  of  the  universal  body  of  the  elect — the 
greater  part  of  whom  were  never  in  the  flesh  together ;  less  also 
than  the  recognition  of  such  a  universal  organic  unity  of  all  the 
elect  on  earth,  as  we  behold  in  a  particular  Church.  The  Gk)S- 
pel  Church  has  no  visible  head — the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  being  its 
only  head  ;  the  conditions  which  attach  to  our  present  state,  and 
the  necessities  and  obligations  which  arise  from  those  conditions, 
are  incompatible  with  the  organic  union  of  the  universal  Church  ; 
the  whole  course  of  divine  providence  renders  it  impossible,  under 
the  present  dispensation  ;  and  the  revealed  will  of  God  discloses 
it  as  appertaining  to  a  more  exalted  condition  of  the  Church.* 
Schismatical,  and  even  needless  divisions  of  the  Church,  are  sin- 
fuL  But  national,  denominational,  or  other  necessary  divisions 
of  it,  are  no  more  to  be  condemned  than  the  organization  of  sep- 
arate congregations,  or  particular  Churches ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  to  a  certain  extent,  and  in  certain  ways,  they  promote  the 
peace,  the  eflSciency,  and  even  the  spirituality  and  unity  of  the 
Church.  The  Church  visible  universal,  therefore,  which  we  are 
to  recognize,  and  which,  as  I  have  shown,  it  is  not  conceivable 
that  a  child  of  God  should  mistake,  is  the  Kingdom  of  God  mani- 
fested in  this  world,  and  struggling  to  subdue  it  unto  him :  God's 
people  indeed — but  God's  people  divinely  organized  under  the 
banner  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.' 

2.  Descending  from  this  wide  and  manifest  ground  of  recog- 
nition, whatever  particular  marks  of  the  true  Church  may  be  de- 
manded, must  be  such  as  the  children  of  God,  with  his  love  in 
their  hearts,  and  his  word  in  their  hands,  may  clearly  and  readily 
distinguish ;  not  such  as  even  the  wise  and  learned  might  find  it 
difficult  to  ascertain  and  determine,  though  honestly  seeking  for 
them,  by  the  light  of  eternal  life.     For  the  Kingdom  of  God 

»  John,  X.  14-16;  Rev.,  xi.  4;  Rom.,  viiL  17-25;  Rev.,  v.  10;  2  Tim.,  it  11-13. 
'  Rev.,  xix.  13,  14. 
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must  be  entered  in  tbe  spirit  of  a  little  child ;  it  is  to  tW] 
Ide  and  the  pooTi  pre-eminently^  that  the  Gospel  is  sent ;  and  the 
oommon  people  are  they  who  have  always  heard  Christ  gladif. 
They  axe  marks,  moreover,  not  determinable  by  the  Ohaieh,  bnt 
by  Ood.  Nor  are  they  exclusively  for  any  Chnroh  to  judge  kar- 
self  by,  bnt  fi>r  all  men,  and  especially  for  believers^  to  jodga  evsiy 
Ohnroh  by.  The  testimony  of  any  Chnroh,  that  she  possesses  thMi 
may,  or  may  not,  be  tme ;  and  must  be  received  or  lejeotsdy  a»- 
ooiding  as  it  may  be  foimd  to  be.  In  their  very  nature,  the  i 
of  the  true  Church  are  anterior  to  the  claim  of  any  ] 
Church — ^they  axe  logically  independent  of  the  Churoh,  i 
pletely  and  divinely  decisive  concerning  the  Church.  It  u^  i 
•  lore,  wholly  absurd  to  speak  of  our  ascertaining  the  Chwoh  tel, 
and  afterwards  ascertaining  through  her,  what  her  true  milks 
aie ;  which  is  the  method  of  the  Papacy,  and  a  specimen  of  tbs 
metiiods  of  all  in  all  ages,  who  exalt  the  historical  element  of  As 
Ohnroh  to  supremacy  over  its  logical  and  supernatural  denieata. 
It  is  a  method  by  which  it  is  impossible  to  arrive  at  truth;  » 
device  whereby  the  word  of  God,  and  the  reason  and  oonsdanee 
of  man,  are  sought  to  be  controlled,  by  whatever  body  of  persona, 
that  can  obtain,  by  whatever  means,  dominioa  over  whatever  they 
see  fit  to  call  the  Church  of  God.  Its  use  has  been  to  cast  the 
responsibility  of  the  most  atrocious  wickedness,  and  the  most 
abominable  perfidy — upon  the  Church  of  the  living  God.  What- 
ever may  be  the  risk  of  error  in  determining  for  ourselves,  what 
these  marks  are,  and  where  they  exist,  and  by  consequence,  which 
is  the  Church  ;  it  is  less  by  far — and  there  is  no  possibility  of  es- 
caping it — than  necessarily  falls  upon  every  human  soul,  in  de- 
ciding the  previous,  and  still  more  important  questions,  which 
relate  to  Christ,  and  to  our  own  souls.  Moreover,  in  both  cases, 
the  risk  is  not  diminished — but  is  immeasurably  increased — ^by 
trusting  to  human  instead  of  divine  guidance — by  following  the 
commandments  of  a  worm  like  ourselves  rather  than  the  doctrine 
of  the  living  God.* 

8.  There  are  but  two  ultimate  foundations,  upon  one  or  the 
other  of  which  everything  must  rest,  and  all  human  conduct 
proceed.  One  of  these  is  authority,  the  other  is  reason  :  reason, 
pure  and  simple,  in  all  natural  things — reason,  enlightened  by 
divine  grace,  in  all  supernatural  things.    Either  of  these  may  be 

>  Matt,  XY.  9;  Isaiah,  xxiz.  13,  U;  CoL,  ii.  18-22. 
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adopted,  and  will  conduct  us  completely ;  but  nothing,  except 
one  of  these,  will  do  so.  We  may  commit  our  souls  to  the  au- 
thority of  the  priest,  to  the  authority  of  antiquity,  to  the  autho- 
rity of  the  Church — to  any  authority,  lower  than  that  of  God — 
and  blindly  follow  it ;  and  such  are  the  peculiarities  of  the  fallen 
human  soul,  that  it  maybe  degraded  into  an  unquestioning  obe- 
dience to  its  idol — even  to  its  own  perdition.*  Or  we  may  commit 
ourselves  to  the  guidance  of  that  reason,  by  which  God  has  dis- 
tinguished us  above  the  beasts  that  perish  ;  and  addressing  it  to 
thagreat  realities  which  environ  us,  follow  the  truth  made  known 
supernaturally  by  divine  revelation,  and  effectually  applied  to  our 
souls  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  This  is  the  method  ordained  of  Gk)d, 
commanded  in  his  woi-d,  and  appropriate  to  our  nature,  both  as 
created  and  regenerated  by  him.  The  true  and  the  good  become 
clearer  to  the  soul,  and  are  more  precious,  as  its  devotion  to  them 
is  more  constant.  The  power  and  the  proportion  of  that  divine 
faith  by  which  we  walk,  open  before  our  steadfast  gaze.  And  as 
with  open  face  beholding  as  in  a  glass  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  we 
are  all  changed  into  the  same  image  from  glory  to  glory,  even  as 
by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.' 

*  2  Ck)r.,  iv.  4;  John,  xiL  37-41 ;  1  Tim.,  iv.  1-3. 
«  2  Cor.,  iii  18;  iv.  C;  Ck)L,  iiL  10. 


CHAPTER    XXIV. 

PURITY  OP  PAITH:   THE  FIRST  INFALLIBLE  ICAEK  OF  THB 
TRUE    CHURCH. 

I.  1.  Alleged  Difficulty  of  Knowing  the  True  Chorch  of  Clirist:  Cause  of  whSbBW 
may  exist:  Impostures, — 2.  Nature  of  her  Infallible  Marks. — 3.  The  State  of  the 
renewed  Soul,  responsive  to  the  Revealed  Salvation. — L  Purity  of  Faith,  the  Fbat 
Infallible  Mark  of  the  True  Church. — ^IL  1.  Divine  Revelation  the  In&llible  AM- 
ter  of  the  Purity  of  Faith — and  the  Infallible  Rule  by  which  to  Judge  the  Chorcfa. 
— 2.  The  Questions  of  Salvation — Church — Rule  of  Faith — and  Judg^  of  GontrO' 
versions :  Their  indissoluble  Connection. — 3.  The  exact  Relation  of  the  True  Chnrdi 
to  the  Question  of  the  Purity  of  Faith. — 4.  God  himself  the  IniSUlible  Judge:  tk 
this  World  by  his  "Word  and  Spirit:  At  the  Last  Day,  by  Jesus  Christ. — 6.  Tlw 
Imposture  of  an  Earthly,  Infullible,  Judge  of  Faith,  and  of  Controveraiee. — fi.  The 
Relation  of  all  Christian  Graces  to  Purity  of  Faith.— 7.  The  Saving  Work  of  the 
Holy  Ghost— the  Vital  Tost  of  the  Purity  of  Faitli,  and  of  the  Church  itselC — 8.  The 
Regulative  Power  of  Faith. — III.  1.  Nature  and  ground  of  our  Judgements  ooo- 
ccming  true  Faith,  and  the  true  Church. — 2.  Symbolical  Statements  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church. — 3.  Hatred  and  Vengeance  of  God  against  Corrupt  and  Apostate 
Churches. 

I. — 1.  As  soon  as  God's  people  on  earth  assume,  by  his  direc- 
tion and  under  his  guidance,  an  organized,  separate,  visible,  com* 
mon  existence ;  new  obligations  to  each  other,  and  to  all  mankind, 
as  well  as  new  obligations  of  individual  men  and  of  civil  communi* 
ties  towards  this  divine  society,  arise  out  of  its  creation  and  actioo. 
One  alleged  difficulty  in  the  performance  of  these  duties,  is  the 
pretence  of  great  uncertainty  in  ascertaining,  amidst  an  immense 
variety  of  religions,  which  is  that  true  Church  of  God  whose  ex- 
istence amongst  men  gives  rise  to  the  duties  themselves.  Under 
this  pretext,  the  wicked  evade  the  obligation  to  follow  Christ  at 
all,  and  willingly  confound  his  Church  with  every  synagogue  of 
Satan  ;  while  every  anti-christ  seeks,  through  it,  to  promote  bis 
own  wicked  ends,  and  to  defeat  the  grace  of  God,  which  bringeth 
salvation.  If  the  world,  and  more  especially  the  children  of  Christ, 
would  follow  simply  and  earnestly  the  light  of  that  reason,  with 
which  God  has  endowed  us,  and  the  teachings  of  that  divine  word, 
which  he  has  given  to  be  a  lamp  unto  our  feet  and  a  light  onto 
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oar  path,  it  is  not  easy  to  iiBa<;ine  how  the  least  obscarity  could 
hang  over  such  a  question.  If  the  Church  were,  what  she  should 
be — even  then  the  wicked  nii^ht  hate  and  shun  her;  but  it  would 
be  for  her  glory  and  beauty — and  not  upon  the  shameful  pretext 
that  the  house  of  Judah  is  like  all  the  heathen.  As  long  as  the 
people  of  God  manifest  clearly,  the  new  life  which  animates  them, 
men  cannot  well  avoid  taking  knowledge  of  them,  that  thfy  have 
been  with  Jesus ;  nor  can  joint  inheritors  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven  fail  to  recognize  each  other,  and  so  recognize  the  body, 
which  they  unitedly  compose.  A  city  cannot  be  hid,  if  it  be  set 
on  a  hill ;  and  salt  is  cast  upon  the  dunghill,  only  when  it  has 
lost  its  savour.  And  it  has  happened  during  the  most  deplorable 
corruptions  of  the  Church  in  the  high  places  of  the  earth,  that 
the  obscure  and  despised  but  faithful  disciples  of  the  Lord,  have 
found  refuge,  though  it  were  in  dens  and  caves  of  the  earth ;  and 
when  prevented  by  persecution  from  publicly  manifesting  God's 
Kingdom,  or  when  unable  amidst  surrounding  darkness  and  cor- 
ruption to  discern  that  it  existed,  they  saw  plainly  that  those  who 
claimed  to  be  the  Church  of  Christ,  were  indeed  the  Synagogue 
of  Satan.  It  is  in  order  to  favour  the  pretensions  of  corrupt,  per- 
secuting, and  apostate  Churches,  that  all  those  false  and  delusive 
means  of  distinguishing  the  true  Church,  which  occupy  so  large 
a  space  in  controversies,  and  which  are  discussed  in  systems  of 
theology — were  at  first  invented,  and  have  been  so  vehemently 
defended.  I  leave  to  those  controversies  and  those  systems,  the 
settlement  of  the  true  value  of  such  impostures.  The  whole 
subject,  which  to  the  true  Christian  is  practically  extremely  sim- 
ple, has  its  chief  importance  in  the  clear  statement  of  that,  which 
if  it  had  never  been  intentionally  corrupted  and  obscured,  could 
never  have  come  to  be  doubted.  To  that  statement,  therefore, 
I  will  address  myself 

2.  The  Kingdom  of  God  on  earth,  as  I  have  suflBciently  proved, 
is  constituted  out  of  his  elect,  redeemed,  and  regenerated  people. 
The  nature  and  end  of  that  Kingdom,  have  a  precise  relation  to 
that  definite  principle  and  method  of  its  composition.  It  is,  as 
so  composed,  of  such  a  nature  and  for  such  an  end,  that  it  be- 
comes visible  more  and  more,  by  becoming  more  and  more  per- 
fectly organized.  Its  absolute  freedom,  thus  organized  and  visi- 
ble, is  complete  in  its  perfect  separation  from  the  world,  and  its 
perfect  consecration  to  Christ,  its  only  Head.     Its  supernatural 
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element  is,  thereforey  its  dittizigniBhiiig  elemont— «•  apooanii 
of  which  its  logical  and  historical  elements  find  their  chief  filalu 
Ineritably,  therefore^  whateyer  mark  in&Uiblj  distiBgaishei  thia 
divine  Kingdom,  most  be  in  complete  accordance  with  these  ele- 
mental troths,  and  mnst  make  full  account  of  them  alL  What- 
ever pietended  mark  does  not  obvioudy  meet  this  neoeesitj,  mail 
obviously  be  a  fallacy  and  an  imposture.  Whatsoever  maik  does 
obviously  meet  it,  is  beyond  all  peradventure,  a  permaoeot  Mid 
infiUlible  mark  of  the  Church  of  the  Lord  Jesns  Christ  Whew 
any  such  mark  is  found,  there  is  found  a  portion  of  that  ChwA 
--^it  may  be  an  imperfect  one — ^but  still  a  true  pordoui  of  that 
Church :  just  as  there  are  real  but  feeble  Christians.  Wheie  ike 
whole  of  these  marks  are  found— and  they  are  both  ftw  and  «■»• 
pie— there  beyond  all  doubt,  that  Church  is  found  in  her  beaioftiey 
her  strength,  and  her  completeness, 

3.  KowthefundameutalcharacteristicofeveryelectyredeenMdj 
and  regenerated  person — ^that  is  of  every  memher  of  the  Okunfe 
we  seek — ^is,  that  he  is  a  true  believer  in  the  Lord  Jesns  OhrisA| 
as  the  only  and  all-sufficient  Saviour  of  sinners.  To  perpetuate 
and  to  propagate  this  belief  on  earth,  for  the  glory  of  Ood  and, 
the  salvation  of  men^  is  tho  fundamental  object  of  the  existence 
of  the  Church,  and  of  all  its  efforts  to  perfect  and  extend  itself. 
Every  stop  by  which  the  Church  has  become  organized,  visible, 
and  complete,  has  been  a  step  perfecting,  enlarging,  and  confirm- 
ing this  belief,  and  making  every  method  of  perpetuating  and 
extending  it,  more  and  more  complete  and  efficacious.  The  sub- 
ject matter  of  the  belief  itself,  the  mode  of  its  communication 
to  men  ;  the  power  by  which  it  is  made  effectual  unto  salvation ; 
all  the  steps  by  which  those  who  cherish  it,  are  united,  organized, 
and  separated  from  the  world  into  one  body  unto  Christ ;  and  the 
total  action  of  that  one  body,  unto  the  great  ends  of  its  own  ex- 
istence :  all  are  supernatural — all  are  by  divine  revelation.  It  is 
a  revealed  Saviour,  revealed  truth,  revealed  holiness,  a  revealed 
Chnrch,  a  revealed  immortality.  All  are  brought  nigh  to  us,  and 
manifested  in  the  union  of  all  who  are  united  to  Christ — ^in  the 
organized  communion  of  all  who  have  communion  with  Christ 
This  is  that  which  we  profess  to  seek.  That  in  man  which  is  re- 
sponsive to  all  this,  God  and  all  God's  people  in  all  ages  express 
by  a  single  word— i^aiYA  ;  faith  toward  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.' 

"  Eom.,  L  16,  17  J  1  John,  ▼.  10 ;  Eph.,  I  13-23 ;  il.  8-21. 
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4.  The  first  infallible  mark  of  the  trae  Church  is,  therefore, 
the  Purity  of  her  Faith,  That  faith,  of  which  Christ  crucified 
is  the  specific  object  ;*  of  which  the  word  of  God  revealed  to  us 
in  the  sacred  Scriptures,  is  the  only  infallible  rnle  :*  of  the  pro- 
duction of  which,  as  existing  in  us,  the  Holy  Ghost  is  the  divine 
agent :'  which  is  unto  us  the  substance  of  things  hoped  for,  and 
the  evidence  of  things  not  seen  :*  which  is  in  us  a  divine  power, 
working  by  love,  and  purifying  the  heart,  so  tlmt  in  every  one  that 
is  born  of  God  faith  is  the  victory  that  ovorcometh  the  world.* 
This  is  so  great  a  reality,  and  is  so  directly  related  to  Jesus  Christ, 
that  he  is  himself  l>oth  the  author  and  the  finisher  of  it ;'  and 
without  ir,  it  is  impossible  to  pleasj  God/  In  this  wide  and  yet 
most  specific  sense,  purity  of  Faith  is  the  simplest,  most  obvious, 
most  universal,  and  most  comprehensive  mark,  by  which  to  ascer- 
tain and  determine  the  union  and  communion  of  any  soul  with 
Christ — and  by  which  to  judge  and  settle  the  claim  of  every 
Church  to  be  considered  a  part  of  his  visible  Church.  What  can 
be  more  cei-tain  than  that  a  Church  thus  spiritually  and  com- 
pletely united  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ— is  his  Church  ?  What 
can  be  more  monstrous  than  for  a  Church,  defiled  and  drunken 
with  the  blood  of  saints  and  martyrs,  shed  for  their  maintenance 
of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus — to  call  herself  hi8  Body,  his  Bride  ?^ 
The  Church  with  respect  to  Christ,  is  his  Body ;  with  respect  to 
the  human  race,  it  is  the  company  of  God's  elect  saved  by  grace. 
Omitting  either  of  these  ideas — much  more  omitting  both — the 
conception  of  the  Church  vanishes  :  and  every  society  that  pro- 
pounds ideas  of  the  Church  opposite  to  these,  or  fails  to  pro- 
pound these,  as  its  foundation — is  by  force  of  its  own  statement, 
no  Church  of  Christ.  For  the  elemental  idea  of  that  purity  of 
Faith,  which  is  itself  the  elemental  mark  of  the  true  Church  is, 
that  it  has  for  its  object  the  divine  Redeemer,  crucified  for  us, 
who  is  unto  us  the  wisdom  of  God,  and  the  power  of  G^.' 

II. — 1.  I  have  devoted  a  previous  chapter  to  the  establish- 
ment and  illustration  of  the  great  truth,  that  the  sacred  Scrip- 
tures are  the  only  infallible  rule  of  faith  and  practice.  Little 
need  be  added  now  to  show,  that  being  the  only  rule  whereby  we 
can  infallibly  know  what  we  ought  to  believe  concerning  God ; 

*  1  Cor.,  L  23,  24.  «  Isaiah,  viiL  20.  ^  Eph.,  il  8-10. 

<  Heb^  xi.  1.  «  1  John,  v.  4,  6.  •  Heb.,  xiL  2. 

»  Heb.,  X.  6.  •  Rev.,  xviL  G.  •  1  CJor.,  i.  21-31. 
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they  are  necesBarily  the  only  rale  whereby  we  can  detennine 
whether  any  particular  belief  coQcerning  Gbd,  is  right  or  witmg 
— 4uiy  particular  thing  believed  trae  or  fahie.  It  is  one  of  the  ulti- 
mate laws  of  our  being— without  which  indeed,  our  nature  oonld 
not  be  called  rational — ^that  we  must  believe  whatever  appean 
to  us  to  be  established  on  sufficient  evidence.  Our  belief  oannot, 
indeed^  change  the  nature  of  things ;  but  it  is  itself  regulated 
hy  constant  laws^  one  of  which  I  have  just  stated.  It  is  of  the 
essence  of  that  law,  and  of  our  naturCi  that  we  must  judge  tog 
ourself,  of  the  sufficiency  of  that  evidence  ;  and  this  judgment, 
also,  is  regulated  by  constant  laws.  Trath  is,  in  all  things,  that 
which  we  ought  to  believe — ^that  which  was  natural  to  the  aool 
in  its  original  purity — which  it  still  desires  and  seeks  in  propor- 
tion as  it  is  pure — and  whose  existence,  as  a  divine  reality,  we 
cannot  deny  without  denying  our  rational  and  moral  nature,  and 
involving  ourselves  in  endless  contradictions.  But  as  truth  pre- 
■ents  itself  to  us  in  connection  with  all  things,  and  therefcne  in  a 
boundless  variety  of  aspects  ;  evidence  of  its  existence,  its  pres- 
ence, and  its  particular  form,  must  also  be  various  in  its  kind,  ao 
as  to  be  pertinent  and  responsive  to  the  various  aspects  in  which 
truth  appears.  Thus,  facts  cannot  be  established,  except  by  proof : 
a  logical  conclusion  cannot  be  reached  except  by  a  process  of  rea- 
soning :  the  external  world  cannot  be  known  to  us  except  through 
our  senses :  nor  the  internal  except  through  our  consciousness. 
Now  truth  that  can  l)e  known  to  us  only  from  God,  must  depend  on 
the  testimony  of  God.  And  this  is  precisely  the  case  with  every- 
thing that  is  the  object  of  saving  faith.  There  can  be  no  ade- 
quate evidence  of  such  things,  independently  of  that  given  by  God 
himself:  for  if  there  could  be,  both  the  nature  of  saving  faith, 
and  the  nature  of  that  truth,  which  is  the  rule  of  it,  would  he 
wholly  changed.  For  us,  his  revealed  word,  and  his  divine  Spirit, 
and  faith  itself  created  by  the  Spirit  and  regulated  by  the  word, 
are  witnesses  of  the  infinite  truth  he  teaches  us — witnesses  of 
the  infinite  veracity  of  God.  The  word  of  God,  therefore,  made 
plain  to  the  soul,  in  its  own  divine  light,  and  divine  power,  by  the 
Holy  Ghost,  is  not  only  the  appropriate,  but  is  the  only  existing 
manifestation  to  us,  in  a  way  of  infallible  guidance,  of  the  will 
of  God  concerning  our  salvation.  To  deny  this  is  to  render  sal- 
vation by  means  of  a  divine  Revelation,  impossible  :  for  it  is  to 
deny  the  competency  of  God  to  reveal  saving  truth  to  man-— 
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and  to  deny  also  his  competency  to  make  that  truth  effectual  in 
man,  even  if  it  were  revealed.  Moreover,  if  we  are  not  compe- 
tent to  determine  the  Church  of  God,  by  the  revealed  truth  of 
God  ;  much  less  are  we  competent  to  determine  our  own  relation 
to  that  Church,  by  means  of  that  truth.  For  the  second  ques- 
tion requires  us  to  determine  three  tilings,  instead  of  the  single 
one  involved  in  the  first  question  :  and  one  of  these  three  is  that 
insoluble  first  question  :  for  we  never  can  determine  our  relation 
to  the  Church,  until  we  know  both  our  relation  to  God,  and  the 
relation  of  the  Church  to  God.  The  end  of  which  is,  to  make 
the  soul,  the  Church,  and  the  truth,  mutually  incompetent  and 
irrelevant,  each  to  both  the  others  :  as  before  to  make  God  in- 
competent ah'ke  to  reveal  truth,  or  make  it,  if  revealed,  effectual 
in  man. 

2.  The  question  of  the  judge  of  controversies,  is  a  corollan' 
of  the  question  of  the  rule  of  faith  ;  and  its  decision  must  follow 
the  decision  of  the  main  question  ;  just  as  the  question  of  the 
rule  of  faith,  is  itself  a  corollary  of  the  question  of  the  Church, 
and  must  be  decided  according  to  the  idea  we  have  of  the  Church 
itself;  and  just  as  the  question  of  the  Church,  is  a  corollary  of 
the  question  concerning  the  nature  of  personal  salvation.  They 
are  indissolubly  united  in  the  word  of  God ;  and  at  the  bar  of 
reason  the  decision  of  one  necessarily  controls  the  decision  of  the 
rest,  through  the  series  in  its  order.  If  the  personal  salvation  of 
man  is  secured  sacramen tally,  ex  opere  operato,  then  the  Church 
may  be  the  visible  society  of  all  those,  who  by  such  a  baptism, 
are  bound  to  the  adoption  of  a  particular  external  creed,  to  the 
use  of  those  sacraments  so  operating  by  their  own  force,  and  to 
obedience  to  a  common  visible  head :  and  their  faith  is  accord- 
ing to  that  creed — as  interpreted  by  that  Church,  or  its  head  ; 
which  latter  is  the  judge  of  controversies.  This  is  a  State — 
not  a  Church  :  salvation  is  impossible  this  way  :  in  short  this  is 
Popery.  On  the  other  hand  if,  by  personal  salvation,  we  mean 
union  and  communion  with  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  by  means  of 
the  renewal  of  the  soul  through  the  work  of  the  divine  Spirit ; 
then  the  Church  is  the  congregatitm  of  the  saints,  the  gathered 
lM)dy  of  all  believers  in  Christ ;  and  the  rule  of  its  faith  is  the 
word  of  God ;  and  the  question  of  the  judge  of  controversies 
— as  I  will  immediately  show — receives  a  corresponding  solu- 
tion. This  is  in  reality  a  Church  :  salvation  in  this  way,  is. 
VOL.  n.  29 
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iwealed  fiom  Heaven,  and  is  certain :  thisi  in  ihor^  ia  Ghiia- 
tiaoity. 

S.  It  is,  no  doubt,  trae  that  the  Chuich,  being  the  pQkr  and 
gnmnd  of  the  truth,  and  being  charged  with  the  voik  of  eran- 
gdising  all  nations  bjr  means  of  that  troth,  must  reoeive  that 
truth  in  the  love  of  it — must  proclaim  it  to  all  men*— miut  ear- 
nestly contend  for  it,  and  must  fiuthfully  apply  it  both  in  the 
way  of  doctrine,  and  in  the  way  of  discipline.  And,  doobtleaRi 
decrees  and  decisions  coDceming  the  truth,  and  conceming  oon- 
tioversies,  are  proper  to  all  councils,  assembUes,  synodS|  and  other 
lawful  authorities  in  the  Church;  composed  of  the  overseen 
and  other  rulers  of  particular  Churches,  met  by  virtue  of  their 
office  in  the  name,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Lord  Jeeoa.'  And 
these  decrees  and  decisions,  if  cousonant  to  the  word  of  Qcdy  an 
to  be  received  with  reverence  and  submission,  not  only  for  their 
agreement  with  the  word  of  God,  but  also  for  the  power  whereby 
tiiey  are  made,  as  being  an  ordinauce  of  Qvd  appointed  thereunto  in 
his  word.'  And  in  general,  the  presumption — before  any  parCimi- 
lar  enquiry — is  that  all  such  decrees  and  decisions  of  die  trae 
Church,  are  consonant  to  the  trurh  of  God :  but  since  the  visaUa 
Church  is  not  infallible — that  presumption  may  be  false  :  nor  is 
it  possible  for  any  decrees  or  decisions  of  a  fallible  Church,  to 
bind  the  conscience,  by  their  own  power.  In  this  way,  and  to 
this  extent  only,  the  Church  visible  is  the  judge  of  controversies 
concerning  that  pure  faith  which  is  her  own  fundamental  mark. 
She  must  keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit — she  must  keep  herself 
pure — and  in  the  love  of  God.^ 

4.  Beyond  this,  every  man  must  judge  for  himself,  and  on 
the  peril  of  his  soul,  what  true  Faith  is,  and  where  it  is  to  be 
found,  and  what  is  the  value,  and  what  the  result  of  such  con* 
troversies  about  it,  as  it  may  be  his  duty  to  meddle  with.*  Every 
company  of  believers  must  act  in  like  manner — for  themselves, 
and  for  the  furtherance  of  truth,  peace,  charity  and  holiness.*' 
The  universal  Church  visible,  must  in  its  life,  its  testimony,  its 
worship,  and  its  efforts,  show  itself  alive  to  the  discbarge  of  those 
great  functions,  which  I  have  shown  appertain  to  ic,  with  refer* 
ence  to  the  maintenance  of  truth  and  peace,  and  the  suppression 

»  Acta,  XV.  passim.  «  Acts,  xv.  27-31 ;  xvi.  4;  Matt,  XYiil  17. 

•  Eph.,  iv.  3;  1  Tim.,  v.  22;  Jude,  21. 

♦  Rom..  xiT.  6.  •  Bev.,  ii.  2,  6,  14,  20;  iU.  20. 
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of  error  and  disorder.  But  God  himself,  the  fountain  of  all 
truth,  18  also  the  true  judge  of  all  controversies  concerning  it 
The  author  and  finisher  of  our  faith,  and  the  giver  of  the  only 
infallible  rule  alike  of  that  true  faith  and  of  all  duty  connected 
with  it ;  is  alone  able  to  destroy  every  refuge  of  lies,  and  to  cast 
the  father  of  them  all  into  the  lake  of  fire.*  For  this  present 
life,  the  divine  and  infallible  word,  given  by  inspiration  of  (lod, 
profitable  for  all  things,  and  able  to  furnish  the  man  of  God  for 
e^ery  good  work,  and  make  him  wise  unto  salvation — is  the  great 
arbiter.  It  is  God,  who  speaks  to  us  through  it.  And  his  divine 
Spirit,  working  in  us,  and  also  applying  it  with  divine  power  and 
wisdom  to  our  soul,  mind,  and  heart — ^leads  us  into  all  truth : 
and  by  the  manifold  testimony  of  our  own  renewed  conscience, 
heart,  and  soul — of  the  infallible  word  of  God — and  of  the  wit- 
nessing Spirit — God  begets  in  us  nn  infallible  assurance  of  faith.* 
And  finally,  in  the  great  day  of  Jesus  Christ,  he  the  eternal  judge 
of  the  secrets  of  all  hearts — will  judge  and  settle  for  all  eternity — 
every  question  which  enters  into  the  endless  fate  of  every  soul. 
To  that  bar,  at  last,  all  questions  of  good  and  evil  must  go  :  this 
with  all  the  rest. 

5.  The  whole  doctrine  of  an  infallible  living  judge  of  contro- 
versies, competent  and  divinely  authorized  to  bind  the  conscience 
by  his  decisions,  and  to  put  an  end  to  controversies  concerning 
faith,  not  only  by  ecclesiastical  censures  but  by  direct  temporal 
punishments  of  every  sort ;  is  one  of  those  impostures,  whose 
terrible  influence  upon  mankind  has  been  great  in  proportion  to 
its  utter  want  of  any  foundation  in  reason,  in  the  word  of  God, 
or  in  necessity  whether  temporal  or  spiritual.  I  have  shown  that 
its  logical  foundation  lies  in  a  definition  of  the  Church,  itself  so 
utterly  fiilsc,  that  what  results  from  the  definition  is  a  State— 
and  not  a  Church — and  that  under  it  the  possibility  of  salvation 
disappears.  If  it  could  be  supposed,  that  such  a  doctrine  could 
have  any  plea  of  necessity,  it  must  be,  that  controversies  about 
faith  are  intolerable,  and  can,  and  should  be  put  an  end  to,  by 
punishment.  But  every  part  of  this  plea  is  a  fallacy,  of  which 
it  is  not  easy  to  say,  whether  the  folly  or  the  wickedness  exceeds. 
Heresy  and  schism  can  no  more  be  put  an  end  to,  than  any  other 

'  Rev:,  XX.  10-14. 

»  neb^  vi.  11-19;  Eph.,  i.  13,  U;  1  John,  ▼.  13;  Rom,,  viil  16,  16;  2  Oot., 
I  21,  22. 
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ferm  of  sin  or  folly.  Neither  of  them  is  an  offence  whioli  onght 
to  sabject  men  to  temporal  punishment.  Nor  if  they  ooald  be 
Bappreseed,  and  it'  they  ooght  to  be  snppreeeed  by  punishment, 
when  considered  of  themselves ;  is  the  peril  arising  from  tbenr 
fiee  toleration,  worthy  to  be  thought  of,  when  compared  with  the 
erils  resnlting  from  every  attempt  to  enforce  such  doctribes.  It 
is  not,  therefore,  to  be  wondered  at,  that  they  who  nrarped  tlie 
prerogatives  both  of  God  and  of  the  State — should  have  been 
given  over  to  commit  offences  both  against  God  and  the  State,  a 
thousand  times  more  heinous  than  those  they  caused  to  be  ▼!»- 
ited  with  fire  and  sword.  The  Church  of  Ck>d  can  suiriTe  all 
heresies  and  schisms  which  God  will  endure.  Bnt  she  cannot 
exist,  without  proclaiming  her  abhorrence  of  the  combined  fero- 
city and  ignorance,  which  under  the  pretext  of  an  inftllible  de- 
cision of  controversies,  would  exterminate  the  last  bdiever  in 
Ohrist. 

6.  Other  foundation  can  no  man  lay  than  that  is  ]aid,  which 
is  Jesus  Christ.'  Gold,  silver,  and  precious  stones  may  be  bnilded 
thereon,  and  they  shall  abide  forever ;  or  wood,  hay,  and  stubble 
may  be  builded  thereon,  and  they  shall  be  destroyed  in  the  day 
when  every  man's  work  shall  be  revealed  by  fire.  That  house 
which  IB  founded  upon  a  rock,  falls  not ;  but  sure  and  great  is 
the  fall  of  that  house,  which  is  built  upon  the  sand ;  and  this  is 
the  difference,  pointed  out  by  Christ,  between  those — whether 
they  be  men  or  Churches — who  hear  his  sayings  and  do  them, 
and  those  who  hear,  and  do  them  not.'  It  is  they  who  are  built 
upon  the  foundation  of  the  apostles  and  prophets,  Jesus  Christ 
himself  being  the  chief  corner  stone — who  are  no  more  strangers 
and  foreigners,  but  fellow- citizens  with  the  saints,  and  of  the 
household  of  God.'  Nor  docs  it  change  the  nature  of  the  case, 
that  men  and  churches  err  concerning  the  truth,  and  overthrow 
the  faith  of  some  ;  for  the  foundation  of  God  standeth  sure, 
having  this  seal — the  Lord  knoweth  them  that  are  his.*  But 
having  found  the  true  foundation — it  is  the  duty  of  all — whether 
men  or  Churches,  to  build  upon  it — to  leave  the  principles  of  the 
doctrine  of  Christ,  and  go  on  unto  perfection.'  Every  Christian 
gmce  is  the  product  of  the  revealed  word  and  the  divine  Si>irit, 
as  really  as  faith  is  ;  every  one,  as  truly  as  it  depends  upon  the 

*  1  Cor.,  iU.  11.  ■  Matt,  vii.  24-29.  3  Eph.,  U.  19,  20. 

*  2  Tim.,  ii.  18,  19.  »  Heb.,  vL  1-6. 
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TinioD  and  commumoa  of  the  renewed  soul  with  the  glorified  Be- 
deemer,  and  like  it  is  a  manifestation  of  the  new  life  of  that  soul. 
Love,  joy,  peace,  long-suflfering,  gentleness,  goodness,  faith,  meek- 
ness, temperance  and  such  like,  are  deckred  to  be  the  fruit  of 
the  Spirit  in  them  that  are  led  by  the  Spirit.  Whereas  adul- 
tery, fornication,  uncleanness,  lasciviousness,  idolatry,  witchcraft, 
hatred,  variance,  emulations,  wrath,  strife,  seditions,  heresies,  en- 
vyings,  murders,  drunkenness,  revellings,  and  such  like,  are  the 
works  of  the  flesh :  concerning  which  these  two  things  are  plainly 
declared,  namely,  that  they  who  do  such  things  shall  not  inherit 
the  Kingdom  of  God — and  that  they  that  are  Christ's  have  cru- 
cified the  flesh  with  the  affections  and  lusts.* 

7.  To  be  born  of  the  Spirit,  is  at  once  the  condition  and  the 
method  of  our  entrance  into  the  Kingdom  of  God.*  The  rejec- 
tion of  the  doctrine  of  the  Holy  Ghost  and  of  his  saving  work  in 
the  human  soul,  therefore,  renders  it  impossible  for  any  sinner  to 
be  saved  ;  how  much  more  for  a  company  of  such  impenitent  and 
unbelieving  sinners,  to  constitute  that  very  Kingdom,  which  nei- 
ther of  them — Christ  himself  being  judge — can  either  see,  or 
enter  ?  The  Church  of  Christ  is  by  Christ,  and  our  entrance 
into  it  is  through  him.  But  if  the  direct  opposite — as  Rome  aa- 
serts — were  true,  and  our  connection  with  Christ  were  produced 
by  our  connection  with  the  Church  ;  even  then,  when  v/e  reject 
the  doctrine  of  the  saving  work  of  the  divine  Spirit — what  re- 
sults is,  that  the  Church  is  composed  exclusively  of  such  jis  have 
by  that  rejection,  rendered  salvation  impossible.  That  is,  the  vis- 
ible portion  of  the  saved — consists  of  those  whosj  salvation  is, 
upon  the  data,  impossible.  It  is  precisely,  upon  the  doctrine  of 
the  saving  work  of  the  divine  Si)irit,  that  all  corrupt  and  apostate 
Churches  are  prone  to  make  ship\vreck.  Christ  himself  has  suid, 
that  much  sin  against  him  may  be  forgiven,  and  that  groat  blind- 
ness and  perversity  can  be  overlooked,  in  those  wh  >  really  love 
him.  But  it  is  otherwise  with  regard  to  the  Holy  Ghost,  whoso 
office  it  18,  not  only  to  teach  us  truth,  and  make  lis  holy,  but 
also  to  give  us  life.  In  rejecting,  resisting,  and  denying  him,  we 
sin  not  only  against  truth  and  holiness,  but  against  life  itself ; 
and  blaspheming  him — which  we  do  when  we  disallow  his  work, 
or  when  we  ascribe  his  work  to  Satiin,  to  the  incantations  of 
priests,  to  the  inherent  force  of  sacraments,  or  to  anything  else— 
>  GaL,  V.  ie-2a  «  John,  iiL  1-21. 
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is,  in  its  very  nature,  a  sealiog  over  to  perdition.'  It  is  here  that 
tho  humble  fiillower  of  Christ  is  least  likely  to  err,  in  finding  the 
true  heira  of  salvation — the  true  Bride  of  the  L.inib.  For  it  is 
in  thts  unity  of  the  Spirit  that  the  bond  of  peace  is  kcpt-^it  is 
the  witness  of  the  Spirit  that  is  the  crowning  proof  to  the  chil- 
dren of  Godj  of  their  one  ingrafting  into  Christ — and  emir  con- 
cerning the  doctrine  of  the  divine  Spirit,  enters  into  every  form 
of  fatal  heresy, 

8.  The  power  of  faith  itself  as  a  force  regulating  the  life  of 
man,  by  means  of  its  IranRforming  power  in  his  soul ;  would  be 
a  jiroper  topic  of  enquir}'  in  determining  that  pnrity  of  faith^  by 
which  the  Church  itself  is  to  be  judged.  That  faith  only  can  be 
pure,  which  miibs  us  pure ;  and  it  is  the  constraining  love  of 
Christ,  by  which  it  works  ;— and  this  inward  purifying  and  this 
powerful  working  by  love,  arc  of  the  essence  of  that  victory  over 
the  worldj  which  faith  itself  is  declared  to  be/  I  have,  however, 
in  former  chapters,  very  fully  and  variously  discussed  tho  general 
subject ;  and  it  will  be  necessary,  in  a  succeeding  chapter,  to  ex- 
amine this  special  aspect  of  it,  in  considering  that  infallible  mark 
of  the  true  Church  which  is  exhibited  in  a  holy  life,  A  Church 
which  inculcates  sin,  can  be  consllereil  nothing  else  than  a  Syn- 
agogue of  Satan— and  its  nnhappy  members  heirs  of  perdition. 

III. — 1,  It  ia  the  duty  of  every  one  to  strive  after  {K^rfection 
in  truth  and  holiness— tlie  duty  of  the  Chua^h  of  the  living  God 
to  strivt%  nhovo  all,  nileT  exact  conformity  to  his  will  in  all  things. 
Wheiher  in  Cbnrches  or  in  individuals,  voluntar}^  ignorance  of 
divine  things,  is  declared  to  be  the  ptjculiar  sin  of  scoffers,  walk* 
ing  after  their  own  lusts  ;  who  are  the  peculiar  pest  of  the  last 
days,  aud  whose  contented  ignorance  envelops  nothing  more 
deeply,  than  the  swift  destruction  which  awaits  them  against 
the  day  of  judgment  and  perdition  of  ungo<lly  men/  But  in 
forming  those  judgments  which  we  are  obliged  to  form,  ht^th  of 
individuals  and  Churches,  there  is  a  mda  difference  to  be  made, 
according  to  the  opportunities  they  have  enjoyed,  and  the  light 
they  have  ;  a  wide  difference  also  between  tho  position  they  oc- 
cupy, as  teachers  and  leaders  of  God's  people,  or  as  humble  dis- 
ciples—much  more  as  lambs  of  Christ's  flock.  Nevertheless,  there 
are  attainments  in  the  divine  life,  which  are  absolutely  distioctive 

>  Matt,  xU.  31,  32  ;  Acta,  m  &1-53.  *  I  John,  ▼.  C 

»  2  Peter,  m.  1-t. 
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of  Christianity ;  for  the  impenitent  and  unbelieving  cannot  be 
Christians.  And  there  are  revealed  truths  so  absolutely  funda- 
mental, that  their  removal  from  the  plan  of  salvation  completely 
destroys  it  as  the  way  of  life  eternal.  I  have  stated,  in  every  variety 
of  form,  what  I  suppose  to  be  the  immediate  and  universal  foun- 
dations of  that  Gospel  of  Christ,  which  is  the  power  of  God  unto 
salvation  to  every  one  that  believeth  ;'  and  God  himself  has  de- 
clared, that  if  an  Apostle,  or  an  angel  from  heaven,  preach  any 
other  gospel  than  that  of  Christ,  he  is  accursed.*  It  is  absolutely 
impossible,  therefore,  to  esteem  any  faith  pure,  or  any  Church 
true,  unless  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  accepted  in  sincerity  as  the 
divine  Saviour  crucified  for  lost  sinners — unless  the  word  of  God 
is  accepted  purely  as  the  infallible  rule  of  faith  and  duty— unless 
the  Holy  Ghost  is  accepted  as  divinely  and  effectually  working  in 
the  soul — and  unless  the  new  life,  imparted  to  us  by  these  means, 
with  its  per[  etual  fruits,  is  accepted  as  the  result  of  all.  With 
less  than  this,  neither  truth  nor  charity  can  admit,  that  the  re- 
vealed remedy  for  sin  has  been  received  by  man  ;  or  that  men 
know  the  only  true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ  whom  he  has  sent— r 
which  is  eternal  life.*  In  effect,  therefore,  the  true  and  satis- 
factory judgment  which  every  child  of  God  forms  concerning 
purity  of  faith,  and  concerning  the  true  Church  ;  is  the  neces- 
sary result  of  his  own  inward  experience  of  divine  things,  grounded 
upon  his  own  saving  knowledge  of  Christ.  Nor  is  any  truth  more 
clear  in  itself,  or  more  clearly  revealed,  than  that  if  any  man  will 
do  the  will  of  God,  he  shall  know  the  doctrine  whether  it  be  of 
God.^ 

2.  The  lawfulness  and  the  value  of  the  symbolical  books  of 
the  Christian  Churches — those  creeds  and  confessions  against 
which  all  heretics  have  protested — seem  to  be  beyond  reasonable 
doubt.  Indeed,  it  is  not  possible  in  the  nature  of  the  case  to 
avoid  the  formation  and  use  of  systematic  statements,  which  arc 
essentially  creeds.  Every  one  who  accepts  the  Gospel  as  the 
ground  of  his  hope,  the  rule  of  his  faith,  or  the  standard  of  his 
life ;  necessarily  accepts  it  according  to  some  sense  of  its  vari- 
ous parts — and  of  the  whole  composed  of  those  parts ;  and  neces- 
sarily utters  this  accepted  sense  of  the  parts,  and  of  the  whole, 
as  often  as  he  has  occasion  to  explain  his  religious  life.    But  this 

*  Rom.,  L  IG.  «  Gal.,  i.  8. 

*  1  John,  Y.  passim  *  John,  viL  17, 
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is  mraply  the  formation  and  utterance  of  his  cr^ed.  If  tlhi  Ooi- 
pel  of  God  is  bo  intmctablo,  tliat  ite  various  pnrts  catrnat  be  pufc 
together  in  some  Bystematic  orderj  tbeu  it  is  sin)]jly  incapable  of 
being  known  by  man,  otherwise  than  as  a  series  of  inc^vhemnt 
gtitk^rnents  ;  if  it  is  capable  of  being  systematically  statetl — iheti 
the  primitive  laws  of  our  lieing  unavoidably  oblige  ue  to  statu  it 
gtij  us  suf>Q  as  we  take  interest  enough  in  it  to  dt.^^re  ta  noder^ 
titand  it.  And  every  organ izml  Church  must  oecoasarily  do 
gOTue thing  tantamount  to  this^  every  tirae  it  acts  organ imlly  ; 
and  it  is  its  indispensable  duty  to  do  so,  both  in  orJer  to  prc**erv** 
ita  own  purity  and  jjeacGj  and  to  bear  its  testiiuorty  for  llie  truih 
of  God.  Kor  i^  it  without  great  value  to  the  Church  herself,  that 
the  most  distinct  expressions  of  her  faith  ghonld  be  as  }»orruauent 
«8  they  are  articiibita  For  by  them  the  highest  and  nurcst  proof 
in  created  and  preserved,  through  all  ages,  nut  only  of  bor  exist- 
ence but  of  her  condition^  age  after  age,  beside  the  mighty  etrcam 
of  timCj  8&  it  rolls  across  all  the  centuries.  It  is  thus  she  erc?cl^, 
from  genemtion  to  generation  ^  gi'eat  land  marks,  by  which  poa- 
tcrity  may  know  assuredly,  how^  far  the  inundation  of  error  had 
apread,  and  how  deeply  the  waters  of  eternal  life  had  fvrtiliased 
iht^  oiirth,  Of  course,  human  creeds  can  pos^oss  n'»  ti  n-  \}im\ 
human  authority  ;  and  it  is  the  highest  profanation  to  put  them 
on  a  level  with  the  word  of  God.  But  they  may  justly  claim 
great  authority  ;  chiefly  because  they  may — and  so  far  as  they 
do — accord  with  the  divine  word.  In  addition,  they  are  cove- 
nants, mutually  binding,  as  such,  upon  the  conscience  of  all  who 
voluntarily  enter  into  them.  And  the  clearness,  fulness,  rational 
power,  and  spiritual  unction,  with  which  the  great  truths  of  sal- 
vation and  the  great  duties  of  men,  may  be  systematically  stated 
by  such  as  God  raises  up,  from  time  to  time,  for  this  very  end  ; 
become  means  of  gneat  comfort  to  his  poople,  and  of  great  con- 
fusion to  his  enemies.  The  Spirit,  which  has  always  been  the 
life  of  the  Church,  sometimes  more  powerfully,  sometimes  less  so, 
produces  by  his  powerful  presence,  nothing  more  certainly,  than 
a  renewed  hatred  of  error,  and  a  fervent  love  of  truth,  leading 
to  those  great  conflicts,  out  of  which  all  the  great  testimonies  of 
the  Church  have  been  accustomed  to  spring  ;  testimonies  which 
there  is  reason  to  accept,  as  in  a  peculiar  manner  expressive  of 
the  life  of  God's  Church,  in  its  most  powerful  manifestations. 
3.  It  is  impossible  for  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive  too  deeply, 
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of  the  sin  of  corrupt  Churches,  and  of  God's  hatred  of  them. 
Throughout  the  Scriptures,  the  image  of  the  true  Church  is  a 
chaste,  loving,  and  faithful  wife  ;  and  besides  innumerable  sep- 
arate passages,  the  entire  Book  of  the  Song  of  Solomon — and 
that  not  one  of  the  shortest— is  devoted  to  the  complete  illustra- 
tion of  this  similitude.  On  the  other  hand,  a  faithless,  corrupt, 
and  shameless  wife,  is  everywhere  the  image  of  an  apostate  Church; 
and  besides  multitudes  of  separate  passages,  a  Lirge  part  of  the 
last  Book  of  the  inspired  oracles,  is  employed  in  exposing  and  de- 
nouncing the  greatest,  bloodiest,  and  most  polluted  of  all  apos- 
tacies,  under  the  frightful  appellation  of  a  harlot.  Nor  is  there 
any  command  delivered  to  such  of  God's  children,  as  may  chance 
to  be  found  in  such  Synagogues  of  Satan,  more  distinct  than  that 
they  should  come  out  of  them  ;  nor  any  threat  more  precise,  than 
that  they  will,  otherwise,  be  partakers  of  their  sins,  and  receive 
of  their  plagues.*  It  is  not,  therefore,  only  against  error,  delusion, 
and  sin,  abstractly  considered,  that  God  calls  his  children  to  tes- 
tify ;  but,  also,  against  the  corrupters  and  oppressors  of  the  earth 
— and  that  all  the  more  earnestly  when  their  sins  are  perpetrated 
in  his  holy  name.  Heaven  itself  is  called  on  to  rejoice,  with  holy 
apostles  and  prophets,  when  God  avenges  his  slaughtered  saints 
upon  great  Babylon,  the  mother  of  harlots  and  abominations  of 
the  earth  :  and  the  voice  of  much  people  in  heaven  is  heard  glo- 
rifying the  Lord  God,  and  saying.  Alleluia — when  the  smoke  of 
her  torment  rises  up,  forever  and  ever  I' 

»  Rev.,  xviiL  4;  Isaiah,  xlviii.  20 ;  lil  11 ;  2  CJor.,  vL  17,  18. 
•  Key.,  xviil  6,  20  j  xix.  1-3. 


CHAPTER    XXV. 

THE  WORSHIP  OF  GOD  IN  SPIRIT  AND  IN  TRUTH:  THE  SBOOHD 
INFALLIBLE  MARK  OP  THE  TRUE  CHUBOH. 

L  1.  Divine  Statement  of  the  Three  In&lUble  Marks  of  the  True  Ohiirtian,  and  tke 
True  Chnrch;  The  Second  One  now  to  be  explained. — 2.  The  Unity  and  Spiril- 
uality  of  God  the  sole  Object  of  all  Religious  Worship:  The  Truth  and  Sfiirit- 
uality  of  all  Worship,  acceptable  to  Him. — 3.  True  Conception  of  this  WonlqH- 
and  of  its  Nature  and  Grounds. — L  Relation  of  the  Word  of  God,  and  of  the  lA 
of  God  in  our  Souls,  to  each  other,  and  to  God's  Worahipi~6.  God — ^RaUgkm 
—Worship— Salvation— Human  Nature.— IL  1.  The  Kingdom  of  Royal  Friesto: 
Their  Life,  a  Life  of  Worship.— 2.  The  Obligation,  the  Rule,  the  BleflsednMi^  and 
the  Perpetuity  of  this  Ordination. — 3.  The  Plan  of  Salvation — the  Work  of  Oiifal 
—the  Divine  Idea  and  Organism  of  the  Church,  relative  to  Worship.— 4.  That  0^ 
ganism  in  its  Fundamental  Nature  as  hitherto  disclosed — and  as  jet  to  he  tnoed 
in  Connection  with  the  Gifts  of  God  to  his  Church. — 5.  Relation  of  the  Sacriflo» 
and  Priesthood  of  Christ,  and  of  his  Ascension  Gifts,  to  the  Idea  of  Tnie  SinritBil 
Worship  by  the  Church. — 6.  The  Relation  of  Worship  to  Religion,  and  to  Go4~ 
through  every  conception  thereof— from  the  widest  to  the  nairowoat. — ^7.  Wch 
sliip,  as  divinely  disclosed  in  each  Christian  Congregatioa — 8.  Abstract  Deoon- 
stration,  of  the  unavoidable  Conclusion. 

I. — 1.  We  are  the  circumcision,  says  the  Apostle  Paul,  whuh 
worship  God  in  the  Spirit,  and  rejoice  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  have 
no  confidence  in  the  flesh.'  These  are  the  marks  in  the  elect  in- 
dividually, of  reigning  grace  ;  the  marks  also,  in  their  coUectiTe 
body  when  organized  into  Christ's  visible  Church,  by  which  that 
body  is  to  be  infallibly  distinguished  as  his  body.  According  to 
the  point  of  view  from  which  the  subject  is  contemplated,  the 
particulars  of*  this  divine  and  all  pervading  definition,  fall  into 
one  or  another  order ;  but  in  whatever  order  of  these  particnhn, 
unitedly  they  absolutely  distinguish  the  child  of  God — and  the 
Church  of  God.  In  the  order  of  absolute  reality,  they  stand  «8 
the  Apostle  has  placed  them ;  for  all  is  from  God,  all  is  thiongii 
Christ,  and  all  is  unto  our  complete  deliverance  from  all  sabjeo- 
tion  to  the  flesh,  and  from  all  trust  in  it.    In  the  order  of  actual 

'  PhiL,iiL3. 
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deyelopment  to  onr  weak  undeTstandiDgs,  and  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, also,  in  the  mode  of  their  inworking  with  our  souls  ;  their 
manifestation  to  ns  is,  perhaps,  more  clear  from  the  lowest  to  the 
highest,  to  wit,  man,  Christ,  God.  And  considered  as  accom- 
plished in  us,  and  viewed  as  marks  of  our  estate  before  God,  the 
first  thing  is  our  relation  to  Christ,  and  then  our  relation  to  God 
through  him,  and  then  our  real  condition  produced  in  that  man- 
ner. I  have,  therefore,  treated  first  and  with  reference  to  Christ 
and  our  glorying  in  him,  purity  of  Faith  as  the  first  infallible 
mark  of  the  true  Church.  And  I  am  now  to  treat  of  the  true 
spiritual  worship  of  God,  which  is  indissolubly  connected  with 
our  union  and  communion  with  Christ,  as  the  second  mark.  And 
in  the  next  chapter  I  will  endeavour  to  disclose,  as  the  third  mark, 
that  holiness  of  life — that  total  abnegation  of  the  flesh — which  is 
the  product,  through  Christ,  of  all  divine  operation  in  the  human 
soul. 

2.  There  can  be  but  one  God.  I  have  proved  that  with  any 
true  notion  of  the  living  God,  we  are  incapable  of  conceiving  of 
a  second  God :  and  the  Scriptures,  as  we  might  expect,  assert 
continually,  and  imply  throughout,  that  God  is  one.*  The  reality 
and  the  unity  of  his  existence — are  the  primitive  truths  upon 
which  the  possibility  of  all  spiritual  religion  rests.  Hear,  0  Israel: 
The  Loid  our  God  is  one  God  :  and  thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy 
Qoi  with  all  thine  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy 
might  :*  this  is  the  revealed  foundation  of  whatever  acceptable 
worship — in  whatever  sense  of  that  term — man  has  ever  rendered 
to  God.*  He  that  cometh  to  God  must  believe  that  he  is,  and 
that  he  is  a  rewarder  of  them  that  diligently  seek  him :  for  with- 
out fisdth  it  is  impossible  to  please  him.*  Ye  worship  ye  know  not 
what ;  said  Jesus  to  the  woman  of  Samaria — we  know  what  we 
worship  ;  for  salvation  is  of  the  Jews.  But  the  hour  cometh,  and 
now  is,  when  the  true  worshippers  shall  worship  the  Father  in 
Spirit  and  in  truth ;  for  the  Father  seeketh  such  to  worship  him. 
For  God  is  a  Spirit :  and  they  that  worshij)  him  must  worship 
him  in  Spirit  and  in  truth.  And  then  he  told  her  plainly,  that 
he  was  Messias — the  Christ : — I  that  speak  unto  thee  am  he.*  In 
like  manner,  the  other  part  of  true  religion — all  duty  as  well  as 

*  Gal,  iiL  20 ;  Rom.,  iil  30 ;  1  Tim.,  il  6 ;  1  Cor.,  viiL  4. 

•  Dent,  vL  4»  6.  3  Deut,  vl  13 ;  x.  20;  1  Cor.,  viiL  6. 
<  Heb.  X.  6.  »  John,  iy.  21-26. 
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all  fiuih,  is  inyolved  directly  in  these  immeiue  tniihs ;  and  all 
molality— all  hdiness — ^that  is  acceptable  to  Gh>d^  aa  a  part  of 
tnie  And  epiritaal  wonhip— 4ependB  upon  the  recognition  of 
ihem.  Thou  shalt  have  no  other  gods  before  me ;  is  the  fimnda^ 
Hon  of  the  moral  law  written  with  the  finger  of  Ood  in  the  nar 
tore  of  man — ^revealed  anew  at  Sinai-— and  wrought  by  the  Holy 
Ghost  in  the  inward  parts  of  every  saved  sinner/  And  the  true 
and  spiritual  worship  of  Gh>d,  responsive  to  the  whole  dnty  re- 
quired of  man  towards  Ood — ^is  declared  by  Christ  himself; 
Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  Ood  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with 
all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy  mind.  This  is  the  first  and  great 
commandment.'  But  the  Triune  Ood— the  Qoi  revealed  to  ua 
in  the  sacred  Scriptures — is  the  only,  the  living,  and  the  true 
Gk>d ;  Grod,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ohost— is  the  sola 
olgect  of  all  true  and  spiritual  worship :  and  what  is  to  be  illiia- 
tmted  now  is,  that  the  worship  of  this  glorious  Ghxl,  in  spirit 
and  in  truth,  is  the  second  in&llible  mark,  of  the  true  Chiudi, 
visible,  universal,  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.' 

3.  I  have  proved,  abundantly,  that  as  the  creatures  of  God, 
we  are  obliged  to  make  bis  wiU  the  rule  of  our  conduct^  in  all 
things  ;  and  that  as  his  sinful  creatures,  we  are  obliged  to  make 
the  will  of  the  divine  Saviour  whom  he  has  provided  for  us,  the 
rule  of  our  conduct  in  all  things.  But  God  our  Creator,  and 
God  our  Saviour — is  the  same,  and  the  only  God  ;  so  that  both 
as  creatures  merely,  and  as  sinful  creatures  also,  we  are  bound  to 
him  in  our  souls,  and  in  our  bodies,  in  all  that  we  have  and  are. 
To  render  back  to  him,  in  the  way  pointed  out  by  himself,  the 
love,  the  service,  the  praise,  and  the  adoration  which  are  due  to 
him  ;  to  do  this  truly,  out  of  penitent  and  believing  hearts — to 
do  it  spiritually,  as  unto  the  infinite  Spirit  who  fills  immensiiy 
and  eternity — to  do  it,  in  all  things  :  this  is  the  posture  of  God's 
children  towards  him,  revealed  in  the  Scriptures  as  their  glory 
and  blessedness.  In  this  posture,  taught  by  the  word  of  Gt)d, 
and  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God — their  lives  are,  in  the  widest  and 
truest  sense,  a  true,  spiritual,  and  perpetual  recognition — service 
— worship  of  God.  What  God  is,  of  himself,  entitles  him  to  all 
this,  on  our  part :  and  what  he  has  done  for  us,  entitles  him  to 
it  all,  in  a  manner  stiU  more  precise.     The  heartfelt  recognition 

'  Exod.,  XX.  3;  Jer.,  xxxi.  33.  '  Matt,  xxii.  37,  38;  Luke,  z.  27,  28. 

•  Pha,  iii.  3 ;  1  John,  ii.  22,  23;  M»tt,  iy.  10. 
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of  tliis — the  willing  and  joyful  endeavour  to  manifest  that  we 
do  thus  recognize  it — and,  by  consequence,  the  habitual  surren- 
der of  our  will  to  his  will :  tbis  is  true  and  spiritual  worship  of 
God,  and  he  who  strives  to  render  it,  is  the  child  of  God — and 
the  Church  that  inculcates  and  practices  it,  is  the  true  Church 
of  the  Lord  Jesus.  The  ordinary  and  restricted  sense  of  the 
worship  of  God  is  true,  and  is  a  part  of  tbis  wide  and  compre- 
hensive sense  of  it ;  but  to  make  that  the  whole,  is  to  come  far 
short  of  what  God  requires — nay  even  of  what  his  feeble  but  lov- 
ing children  habitually  render  to  him. 

4.  The  revelation  which  God  has  given  to  us  of  his  will  con- 
cerning our  salvation,  makes  known  to  us  the  only  way  in  which 
we  can  accomplish  the  chief  end  of  our  existence,  in  glorifying 
him  and  enjoying  him  forever  ;  and  it  does  this  by  teaching  us 
infallibly,  what  we  ought  to  believe  concerning  God,  and  what 
duty  he  requires  of  us.  It  follows,  that  the  infallible  rule  of  our 
faith  and  obedience,  is,  of  necessity,  the  infallible  rule  of  our 
worship  of  him  in  whom  we  believe,  and  whom  we  serve — no 
matter  in  what  sense  we  use  the  term.  And  the  sacred  Scrip- 
tures disclose  to  us,  in  the  clearest  manner,  the  nature  of  that 
true  and  spiritual  worship,  in  its  widest  sense,  as  well  as  the  me- 
thod of  that  which  is  more  special,  in  its  narrowest  sense.  Th^ 
habitual  state  of  heart  which  they  everywhere  inculcate,  is  one 
which  finds  its  truest  manifestation  in  a  life  of  habitual  recogni- 
tion— service — worship  of  God,  our  Creator  and  Eedeemer :  and 
all  mercy,  through  endless  generations,  is  covenanted  to  them, 
who,  in  such  a  spirit,  love  God  and  keep  his  commandments.* 
Moreover,  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  the  specific  object  of  our  faith, 
and  both  its  author  and  its  finisher ;  is,  also,  the  head  and  means 
of  all  acceptable  worship  of  God.  Through  him  alone,  is  there 
any  mercy  from  God  to  sinners  ;  by  him  alone,  is  there  any  access 
for  sinners  to  God.  It  is  unto  him,  that  the  elect  of  God  are  pre- 
destinated to  be  conformed  ;  and  the  Church  composed  of  them 
is  his  Body.'  The  revelation  of  him,  is  that  which  gives  unity 
to  the  sacred  Scriptures;  and  to  justify  him,  is  the  peculiar  work 
and  oflSce  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  And  that  heartfelt  worship  of  Gk)d, 
manifest  in  all  things,  is  the  fruit  in  us,  of  the  word  and  Spirit 
of  God,  through  the  merits  of  the  Lord  Christ ;  and  they  who 

*  Deut,  yl passim;  Exod.,  xx.  6. 

•  John,  xiv.  6 ;  Rom.,  viil  29 ;  CoL,  I  24. 
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reDder  it,  can  be  only  such  as  eoabled  by  a  pure  faith — and, 
yond  all  doubt,  it  is  at  odco  the  means  and  the  e^cpressinn  of  nil 
holy  ILfe/   80  that  the  connection  of  this  mark  of  the  true  Church^^ 
ia  indissoluble  alike  with  the  one  that  precedes  it,  and  the  ob€ 
that  follows  it. 

5,  The  deepefcit  and  most  enduring  element  of  our  nature,  il 
its  religious  element.  Human  nature  must  have  a  God,  a  reli- 
giouj  a  worship.  Each  one  of  us  knows  that  we  are  finite— eact 
one  feels  that  there  is  an  infinite,  from  which  that  finite  conies^ 
and  to  which  it  returns.  In  its  presence,  our  sense  of  depend- 
ence, of  accountability,  and  of  blaraeworthinesj*,  is  explicable  alike 
to  our  reason  and  our  conscience  ;  and  our  susceptibility  of  rest 
ration,  a  sense  of  which  was  never  utterly  lost,  ia  no  sooner  de 
monstrated  by  the  very  fact  of  heinpj  restored — than  the  infinit 
object  of  60  many  convictions,  is  demonstrated  too.  Our  uttei 
helplessness,  in  our  natural  estate,  to  all  that  is  spiritually 
«— our  unalterable  assurance  of  a  life  beyond  death — our  sense  of 
an  eternal  judgment,  of  our  unfitness  to  appear  in  it,  and  of  the 
tear  of  God  :  in  what  manner  is  it  possible  to  evolve  such  oou 
victions  as  these  common  convictions  of  our  race — without  di 
closing  a  God— a  religion — a  worship  ?  But,  if  the  God  of  tl 
Bible  is  not  God — if  the  religion  of  Jesus  is  not  true  and  divine 
— if  the  worship  of  thsit  God,  through  that  SaWour,  in  Spiril 
and  in  truth,  is  not  an  infallible  mark  of  the  restoration  of  ti 
soul :  then  it  is  infallibly  certain,  that  all  the  fundamental 
victions  of  our  nature  are  false,  and  utterly  destitute  both  of  caua 
and  result — and  that  there  is  no  God — no  religion — no  worshi| 
So  that  every  way,  the  same  result  follows.  And  from  the  Bidi 
of  God — of  the  Saviour— of  revelation~of  religion  in  its  widea 
sense — and  of  human  nature  in  its  profoundest  convictions  ;  the 
result  ia  that  true  and  spiritual  worship,  as  the  Lord  has  taughl 
lis,  is  the  only  worship  acceptable  to  tlie  infinite  Spirit — the  onlj 
worsliip  tauglit  or  tolerated  by  Measias — the  Christ/ 

11,^ — ^1.  It  is  the  Church,  considered  not  merely  in  its  indi- 
viduu!  elcnieiits,  but  chiefly  in  its  social  life,  that  we  are  at  pr 
ent  seeking  to  distinguish.   It  is  the  life,  the  worship,  of  a  divini 
Kingdom,  which  is  to  ho  determined,    And  this  of  necessity  gire 
the  broadest  significance  to  the  term,  which,  for  lack  of  one  more 

'  DeiiL,  xiL  3  ;  M&tt.,  xv.  9]  Jobo,  xiv.  6 ;  1  Tim.,  ii.  5 ;  Eph,,  HIS. 
«  Joha»  iv.  19-26, 
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comprehensive^  I  am  forced  to  use.  For  the  social  Ufe  of  the 
Church  of  God,  in  its  whole  organism  and  action,  is  a  life  of 
worship :  a  life,  that  is,  of  religious  obedience  to  the  revealed 
will  of  Grod,  through  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  It  is  clean  hands 
and  pure  hearts,  lifted  up  to  God  in  sincere  faith  and  exact  obe- 
dience, whether  to  labour,  to  suffer,  or  to  testify  :  by  those  who 
once  were  not  a  people,  but  are  now  the  people  of  God.  For 
though  once  they  had  not  obtained  mercy,  now  they  have  ob- 
tained mercy.  The  everlasting  doors  have  been  lifted  up,  and 
the  King  of  glory,,  who  is  the  Lord  of  hosts,  has  come  in,  and 
given  the  blessing  ft'om  the  Lord,  and  righteousness  from  the 
God  of  our  salvation.^  Organized  as  the  visible  Church  of  him 
who  called  them  out  of  darkness  into  his  marvellous  light,  their 
very  vocation  is  to  show  forth  his  praises.  And  by  whatever  acts, 
through  whatever  forms,  in  whatever  ways  their  communion  with 
each  other  and  their  organic  life  are  made  manifest ;  it  is  still 
through  faith  in  Christ  Jesus — still  by  the  guidance  of  his  word 
and  Spirit — still  in  reverent  and  joyful  obedience  to  God  ;  it  is 
still  the  recognition — the  service — the  true  and  spiritual  worship 
of  the  most  high  God.  Is  not  that  a  worship — in  which  none 
but  God's  priests  take  part  ?  Is  not  that  regal  worship — where 
every  priest  of  God  is  also  a  king  ?  God  promised,  from  of  old, 
to  make  that  holy  nation  the  most  peculiar  of  all  people,  even  a 
kingdom  of  priests  ;*  and  the  crucified  and  exalted  Saviour,  who 
gave  himself  for  us,  that  he  might  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity, 
and  purify  unto  himself  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works 
— ^makes  every  one  he  loves  and  washes  from  his  sins  in  his  own 
blood,  both  a  king  and  a  priest  unto  God  and  his  Father.'  Yea, 
and  the  sacrifices  of  these  priests  of  the  Lord — these  ministers  of 
our  God — are  the  very  sacrifices  of  God — a  broken  spirit.  And  he 
that  came  to  bind  up  the  broken-hearted,  to  proclaim  liberty  to 
the  captives,  and  the  opening  of  the  prison  to  them  that  are 
bound ;  to  proclaim  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord,  and  the 
day  of  vengeance  of  our  God ;  to  comfort  all  that  mourn :  a 
broken  and  a  contrite  heart,  0  God,  thou  wilt  not  despise/ 
Yea,  verily,  remove  the  idea  of  true  worship  from  our  spiritual 

^  Psalm  xxiy.  paamm;  1  Peter,  ii.  10. 

•  Kxod,  xix.  6,  6. 

»  Ktua,  il  14;  Rov.,  L  5,  6;  1  Peter,  il  9. 

«  Psalm  U.  17  ;  Isaiah.  Ixl  1-5:  Luke,  \y.  16-32. 
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life,  p^TSOoal  and  organic — und  tlio  Kingdom  of  Royal  Frieits  w 
extiQCt^ — ^^Christianfi  exist  oo  longer  ! 

2,  I  have  sliown  that  the  worfeihip  of  the  troe  Churcli  of 
Christy  has  ftuch  a  relation  to  its  fliith  aud  its  obedience,  that  it 
raust  necessfirilj  have  tho  same  iafallible  rale  which  thcj  have- 
that  is  the  word  of  God  cootnioed  in  the  sacred  Scriiiturea/  All 
true  and  spiritual  worship  which  is  acceptable  U>  God ^  is  divine — 
h  revealed  by  Gotl  to  man ;  it  k  therefore  strictly  obligatory  upon 
the  creature- — ^ while  it  is,  at  the  same  time,  a  means  of  blessed- 
mm  to  him,  and,  through  him,  of  great  and  end  leas  glory  to 
God*  There  ean  be  neither  any  service  of  Godj  nor  any  ciyoy* 
ment  of  him,  by  any  creaturej  which  does  not  lUHaume  tht?  nature 
and  furin  of  worship/  But  the  service  and  enjoytuent  of  God,  tH 
our  glory  and  blessedness  throughout  eternity  ;  and  to  iticrea^ 
our  fitness  and  our  desire  for  that  service  and  enjoyment  of  God 
in  thia  life,  by  gathering  and  perfecting  his  saints  to  tlie  end  of 
the  world,  is  the  very  mission  of  the  Church  on  earth**  It  may 
well  be,  that  the  glorified  saints  and  the  Churcii  tiiumphant,  will 
serve  and  eajoy  God  in  a  manner  widely  different  from  any^  now 
clearly  appreciable  by  us  ;  for  this  has  occurred,  to  a  remarkable 
extent  J  under  tiie  succeseive  di.sjK^nsatioos  of  grace  even  upon 
earth.  But  it  has  not  occurred,  nor  can  it  occur,  that  the  idea 
of  the  worship  of  God  in  Spirit  and  in  truth — and  that  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord — has  been  separated,  or  is  separable  from 
all  true  service,  all  conceivable  enjoyment  of  him,  by  any  crea- 
ture. Everything  we  know  concerning  heaven,  is  mingled  with 
exalted  worship  ;  and  the  whole  life  of  the  Son  of  God — who  is 
the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life — was  a  life  in  which  the  idea  of 
worship — ^in  every  sense — is  perpetually  manifest  and  perpetually 
designated  by  himself.^  Becalling  what  I  have  said  in  a  former 
chapter,  touching  the  great  elements  of  the  question  of  the 
Church  ;  the  supremacy  which  I  have  asserted  for  its  super- 
natural element,  is  perfectly  palpable  in  the  determination  of 
this  second  infallible  mark  of  it ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  the 
utter  absurdity  and  impiety  of  all  human  changes  in  the  revealed 
worship  of  God — whether  in  the  nature  of  it,  or  the  form  of  it 
In  the  lowest  possible  sense,  to  act  in  that  manner  is  to  assume 

"  Rom..,  L  3.  s  Psalm  Ixv.  2;  Mai.,  1 11. 

»  Isaiah,  Ibc  21;  PhU.,  u.  10,  11. 
*  John,  ir.  3-34;  Matt,  xxrl  36-46. 
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divine  authority,  and  exercise  it  in  a  way  which  we  cannot  know 
ifl  acceptable  to  God ;  and  in  a  broader  sense  it  is  the  assumption 
of  divine  authority  over  the  faith — obedience — and  inner  life  of 
the  Church,  the  whole  of  which  are  involved  in  the  idea  of  its 
worship,  and  find  expression  in  connection  with  it.* 

3.  The  social  life  of  the  Church — essentially  a  life  of  the 
worship  of  God — is  commeDsurate  with  the  divine  organization 
of  the  Church ;  for  that  divine  organization,  in  itself,  extends  to 
the  entire  social  life  of  the  Church  ;  and  the  mode  of  its  produc- 
tion, and  everything  implied  in  its  existence,  and  resulting  from 
it,  are  all  related,  in  the  most  intimate  manner,  to  the  true  and 
spiritual  worship  of  God.  The  root  of  our  salvation  lies  in  our 
union  with  Christ ;  and  our  communion  with  him  in  grace  and 
glory,  is  the  source  of  every  blessing  and  every  benefit  of  the 
Covenant  of  Redemption  received  by  us,  whether  in  this  world, 
or  in  the  world  to  come.  The  communion  of  his  children  with 
each  other,  is  the  efiect  of  their  common  union  with  him  ;  and 
his  headship  over  his  redeemed — is  the  effect  of  his  whole  work 
as  Mediator  between  God  und  man,  whether  as  our  Prophet,  our 
Priest,  or  our  King — and  is,  indeed,  the  fundamental  stipulation 
of  the  Covenant  of  Bedemptiou.  But  this  communion  of  saints, 
and  this  headship  of  Christ,  are  the  component  elements  of  the 
Bjingdom  of  God,  considered  as  an  organized  Church — the  Body 
of  Christ.  Yet,  nothing  can  be  more  obvious,  than  that  this 
Church  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  whether  considered  in  those  elemental 
principles  of  it — or  in  its  own  nature  and  end — or  in  its  complete 
oi^nizatiou  and  visibility — or  in  its  spiritual  freedom  and  con- 
secration to  Christ — through  the  whole  of  which  I  have  carefully 
traced  it ;  totally  changes  its  whole  relation  to  Christ  on  one 
side,  and  to  penitent  and  believing  sinners  on  the  other  side,  the 
moment  she  is  stripped  of  the  glorious  function  of  vindicating 
before  the  universe,  God's  exclusive  right  to  the  adoration  of 
every  creature — and  of  illustrating  to  all  eternity  what  his  true 
worship  is — and  what  is  the  blessedness  of  all  who  render  it." 

4.  The  progress  of  our  enquiry  into  the  Knowledge  of  God 
Subjectively  Considered,  renders  it  necessary  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion of  the  infallible  marks  of  the  true  Church,  as  soon  as  a 
certain  point  has  been  reached  in  tracing  the  effects  divinely  pro- 

»  Matt,  XV.  9;  Matt,  iv.  10. 
•  Eph,,  iil  7-13 ;  1  Cor.,  ii.  7-10. 
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duced,  by  the  use  which  God  has  made  of  the  doctrines  of  the  j 
Headship  of  Christ,  and  the  communion  of  saints,  in  the  or|:^an- 
ixation  of  the  Church  visihle,  universjil    In  the  general  enquiry, 
it  remoinfl  to  exjilain,  as  fully  as  my  limits  permit,  the  vast  sub*  | 
joct  of  the  gifts  of  God  to  this  Church — which  I  propose  in  the 
next  Book     Having  now  ilhistrated  the  nature  iif  the  true  and 
KpiritUiil  worship  of  God,  as  the  second  infallible  mark  of  the  true  i 
Church,  by  menus  uf  the  truths  already  established,  concerning  I 
its  divine  *^jrg;inizntion  ;  I  will  point  out,  in  a  more  general  man-*  i 
nor,  the  hearing,  upon  the  same  topic,  of  those  Gifts  of  G^  toj 
his  Church,  hcreafrer  to  he  carefully  considered,  which  have  im- 
mediHte  relation  to  that  organization — and  therefore  to  her  visi- 
hiiity,  and  to  her  social  life* 

5.  The  idea  of  sacrifice,  fitrictly  considered,  as  a  i>erpetuiilJ 
form  of  oiitwiml  worship  for  the  Church  of  God,  was  perfectly  j 
consymraated  in  the  crucifixion  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  after. j 
which  there  would  remain  no  more  offiTing  for  sin,  since  Christ 
has  put  away  sin  by  the  sacrifice  of  himself,  and  by  that  one  I 
offerino;  hath  perfected  forever  them  that  are  sanctified.'  The-^ 
ideii  of  priosth«>od  is  indissolubly  connected  with  the  idea  of  sac- j 
rifice.  I  have  shown,  in  another  place,  how  the  institution  of  thej 
Passover  was  connected  with  the  rise  of  the  priesthood,  thrv^ugi 
the  first  born  of  Israel  whom  the  destR'tying  angel  spared  ;  andj 
how  both  sacrifice  and  priesthood  stood  related  to  Jesus  ChriKt^ 
and  through  him  to  the  Gospel  Church  and  Ui  its  ministr}'.  Tl 
priesthood  of  Christ  was  after  the  order  of  Melchisedeck — «nd1 
was,  like  his  sacrifice,  unchangeable  and  for  eternity ;  and  thiJi 
being  so,  he  is  able  to  save  them  to  the  uttermost  that  come  uni 
God  by  him,  seting  he  ever  liveth  to  make  intercession  for  them  •^ 
Both  sacrifice  and  priesthood,  therefore,  occupy  a  peculiar  posi-^J 
tion  in  the  Gospel  Church  ; — the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  8a{ 
per,  and  the  very  nature  of  the  peculiar  people — children  audi 
heirs  of  God,  every  one  nf  whom  is  both  a  king  and  a  priest — j 
manifesting  continually  those  great  ideaH,aijd  the  relation  of  both( 
of  them  to  Christ,  In  the  body  of  this  kingdom  of  royal  priestal 
— a  ministry  is  efetuhlished  by  Christ— ofiiee* hearers  are  divinely  j 
ordained — a  government  Li  constituted — tribunals  are  erected^ — 1 
sacraments  are  instituted— its  special  worship  is  disclosed — ^the 

*  Heb^  t1*  20  j  Ileb.,  viL  21,  25, 
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relation  of  the  word  of  God  and  of  all  divine  ordinances  to  it  is 
clearly  pointed  out — and  Discipline,  both  in  the  wide  and  in  the 
judicial  sense  of  that  term,  is  appointed  of  God.  For  the  pres- 
ent enforcement  of  the  truth,  that  the  true  and  spiritual  worship 
of  God  18  an  infallible  mark  of  the  true  Church  ;  it  is  not  mate- 
rial that  the  general  statement  just  made  of  the  ordinances  and 
ascension  Gifts  of  Christ,  should  be  exactly  true  ;  that  it  is  so, 
however,  will  be  proved  hereafter.*  Because  the  adoring  recogni- 
tion— service — worship  of  God,  is  already  admitted  to  be  an  in- 
fallible mark  of  his  Church,  as  soon  as  we  confess  that  his  Church 
is  bound  to  ascertain  from  his  word,  under  the  guidance  of  his 
Spirit — whether  these  things  are  so :  and  thus  seeking,  is  bound 
not  only,  but  is  prompt,  to  accept  with  joyful  obedience  every- 
thing which  God  has  ordained,  and  to  reject  everything  else. 
And  what  heart  that  adores  God,  can  conceive  that  voluntaiy 
ignorance  of  his  will — much  less  open  disregard  of  it  when  known 
— ^is  consistent  with  the  true  and  spiritual  worship  of  him  ?  But 
admitting  the  general  statement  I  have  made,  concerning  the 
Gifts  of  God,  and  his  ordinances  for  the  Grospel  Church,  to  be 
substantially  correct ;  it  is  not  possible  to  conceive  how  any  or- 
ganization of  that  sort  could  be  created  at  first,  or  perpetuated 
afterwards,  in  the  absence  of  a  spirit  of  believing,  trustful,  ador- 
ing obedience  to  God  ;  nor  to  conceive  how  such  an  organization 
when  once  created,  could  fail  to  manifest  that  spirit,  so  long  and 
BO  far  as  the  Saviour  of  the  world  was  its  living  head,  and  the 
Holy  Ghost  was  the  bond  of  its  vital  union.  But  this  is  the 
same  as  to  say  that  the  life  of  the  true  Church  is  a  life  of  wor- 
ship, rendered  to  God  in  spirit  and  in  truth. 

6.  The  more  we  descend  to  what  is  special,  the  more  distinct 
does  the  idea  become,  that  the  worship  of  God  in  spirit  and  in 
truth,  is  the  habitual  manifestation  of  the  life  of  God  in  every 
soul.  The  wide  idea  of  worship  which  we  cannot  separate  from 
that  of  Grod,  and  that  of  religion — is  necessarily  determined,  as 
to  the  nature  of  the  worship,  by  the  nature  we  attach  to  the  Grod, 
and  tho  religion  :  so  that  to  accept  the  living  God  as  our  God, 
and  his  only  begotten  Son  as  the  Mediator  between  him  and  us, 
determines  that  we  must  worship  that  God,  through  that  divine 
Redeemer  :  and  that  we  must  do  this  in  the  way  made  known 
to  us  by  them.    And  then,  when  these  true  worshippers  of  God, 

»  Eph.,  iv.  1-25. 
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in  Chmt|  become  organically  united,  tktoagh  the  headship  of 
Ohrbti  and  their  oommonion  with  each  other ;  ereiything  that 
it  epecial  in  the  conception^  the  nature  and  end,  or  the  abaolnte 
condition  of  this  Body  of  Christ,  shapes  and  illustrates  mcire  and 
more  distinctly,  the  idea  of  worship,  step  by  step  with  the  ideas 
of  religion,  and  of  Qod  And  then,  when  the  Gifts  which  God 
has  bestowed  oq  his  Church,  under  every  aspect  of  it — his  Spirit, 
his  Son,  and  the  knowledge  of  his  will;  and  the  more  special 
Gifts  which  he  has  bestowed  on  it  through  them — ^his  written 
word,  a  ministry,  sacraments,  an  outward  organization,  all  divine 
ordinances :  it  is  manifest  that  the  whole  of  these  Gifts  of  God 
are  of  that  kind,  that  in  proportion  as  they  are  received  in  the 
love  and  in  the  power  of  them,  the  worship  of  the  visible  Chnioh 
becomes  more  distinctly  the  manifestation  of  her  life,  while  it 
also  becomes  more  spiritual  in  its  own  nature,  and  rises  to  higher 
forms  of  truth.  And  then,  when  all  that  God  has  done  for  his 
Church,  is  concentrated  in  the  ordinances  of  a  particular  oongre- 
gation — a  special  Christian  Church,  met  for  stated  and  haUtnal 
worship — and  receiving  and  manifesting  grace,  mercy,  and  peace, 
from  God  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost ;  the  ordinaiy  form 
of  the  spiritual  life  of  the  Church,  exhibited  in  this  primary  and 
most  obvious  and  permanent  aspect  of  the  organization  of  these 
royal  priests  of  God — is  the  worship  of  God  in  spirit  and  in 
truth.  And  finally,  when  we  consider  these  followers  of  Christ, 
one  by  one — and  reflect  on  the  pereonal  relation  of  each  to  these 
numerous  themes — many  of  which  are  infinite  ;  when  we  call  to 
mind  tbo  innumerable  statements  of  the  word  of  God,  touching 
the  manner  in  which  each  one  is  to  work  out  his  own  salvation, 
and  make  his  own  calling  and  election  sure  ;  when  we  look  into 
our  own  soul,  and  remember  what  we  once  were — how  we  be- 
came what  we  now  are — and  by  what  means  we  hope  to  obtain 
the  crown  :  it  seems  to  me  we  are  ready  to  set  our  seal  to  what 
our  brother  Paul  has  said,  and  proclaim  that  they  are  the  cir- 
cumcision, which  worship  God  in  the  spirit,  and  rejoice  in  Christ 
Jesus,  and  have  no  confidence  in  the  flesh  ;^  ready  to  respond  to 
our  divine  Lord,  in  his  own  glorious  words,  God  is  a  Spirit — 
and  they  that  worship  him  must  worship  him  in  spirit  and  in 
truth.' 

7.  To  make  this  explanation  complete,  let  us  consider  more 

<  PhlL,  iiL  3.  s  John,  iy.  24. 
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carefiilly  the  narrowest  organic  aspect  of  the  subject,  in  its  rela- 
tion to  a  particular  congregation.  It  is  needless  to  enquire  here, 
how  the  worshipping  assemblies  of  God's  people  may  have  been 
constituted  and  conducted,  before  the  days  of  Abraham,  or  even 
of  Moses.  This  is  undeniable,  that  those  Synagogues  of  the 
Jews,  in  which  the  written  word  of  God  was  publicly  read  and 
expounded,  and  prayer  offered  to  God,  statedly  every  Sabbath- 
day  ;  were  as  much  a  part  of  the  religious  life  of  God's  ancient 
people,  as  the  temple  service  was — were  probably  at  least  as  an- 
cient— and  have  survived  it  nearly  eighteen  centuries.  In  them, 
our  divine  Lord  habitually  worshipped  and  taught ; — and  after 
the  model  they  furnished,  in  many  respects,  his  inspired  Apos- 
tles organized  our  Christian  congregations.  Each  of  these  Chris- 
tian congregations  is  an  elemental  and  organized  portion  of  the 
Church  visible  universal  of  the  Lord  Christ :  and  every  one  of 
them,  when  complete,  has  everything  which  is  possessed  by  that 
universal  Church,  in  its  present  state  :  and  it  is  by  means  of  the 
union  of  these,  that  Church  assemblies  having  rule,  and  a  gov- 
ernment, are  created.  Now  divine  worship  in  its  widest  sense,  is 
the  specific  object  of  the  existence  of  these  particular  Churches ; 
and,  in  the  narrowest  sense  of  worship,  it  is  one  of  their  chief 
objects — as  it  is  their  main  employment.  Such  as  gladly  receive 
the  word  of  God,  are  baptized  in  them.  Such  as  will  be  saved, 
the  Lord  adds  to  them.*  To  believers  and  to  their  seed,  are  the 
promises  of  God  herein  held  forth.'  To  them.  Pastors,  Elders, 
and  Deacons  are  given,  by  Christ ;"  and  in  the  bosom  of  each 
one,  a  court  of  Christ  is  created.*  In  this  Church,  it  is  the  will 
of  G<k1,  that  his  people  should  statedly  assemble  on  the  Sab- 
bath-day, and  as  often  besides  as  his  providence  permits,  for  his 
solemn  public  worship,  as  revealed  by  himself*  And,  as  parts 
of  that  worship,  it  is  the  ordinance  of  God,  that  public  prayer 
should  be  offered  to  him  :•  that  his  praises  should  be  sung,  with 
grace  in  our  hearts  to  the  Lord  :'  that  the  word  of  God  should 
be  read,  expounded,  and  preached  :^  that  the  sacraments  of  the 
Christian  Church  should  be  duly  administered  :•  and  that  the 

1  Acta,  iL  41,  47.  '  Acts,  ii.  39 ;  1  Cor.,  viL  14. 
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people  should  be  blessed  from  God.*  Moreover,  Q-od  has  or- 
dained that  each  particular  Church — should,  by  the  Court  of 
his  Kiugdom  erected  in  its  bosom,  take  care  that  its  members 
lead  blameless  and  holy  lives  :^  and  that  all  I  have  discussed  as 
appertaining  to  our  New  Obedience,  as  rendei-ed  unto  God,  and 
our  Good  Works,  as  performed  towards  our  fellow-creatures — 
be  truly  observed,  as  becometh  saints ;  and  as  the  chief  of  all, 
charity — love  to  G^d  and  compassion  for  our  fellow-men.*  Now, 
with  such  a  state  of  case  as  this  disclosed  to  us  by  Gt>d  himself, 
in  connection  with  the  primitive  and  most  elemental  part  of 
the  organic  life  of  the  Church  visible,  universal;  we  are  left 
without  any  possibility  of  denying — that  the  idea  of  the  wor- 
ship of  God  pervades  the  total  life  and  organism  of  the  Church 
of  God  ;  and  that  the  nature  of  the  worship  and  the  nature  of 
the  Church,  must  necessarily  harmonize.  If  God  is  a  Spirit, 
and  is  true— then  the  worship  of  him  in  spirit  and  in  truth,  is 
an  infallible  mark  of  his  true  Church. 

8.  Religion  is  exhausted,  as  a  matter  of  contemplation,  when 
we  have  considered  it  under  the  aspect  of  Faith,  the  aspect  of 
Duty,  and  the  aspect  of  Worship.  It  is  in  these  three  aspects 
that  it  necessarily  affords  us,  the  three  infallible  marks  of  the 
true  Church.  So  when  the  word  of  God  has  taught  us  infalli- 
bly, what  we  ought  to  believe  concerning  him,  and  what  duty  he 
requires  of  us,  there  remains  nothing  to  be  taught  concerning 
salvation,  except  the  expression  of  both,  in  the  form  of  wor- 
ship. If,  therefore,  purity  of  Faith  be  one  infallible  mark  of 
the  Church  of  Christ,  as  I  have  proved — and  if  holiness  of  life 
be  another,  as  I  will  prove — neither  of  which,  I  suppose,  any 
Christian  will  deny  ;  then,  it  is  perfectly  unavoidable,  that  pu- 
rity of  worship,  must  be  the  remaining  mark.  And  the  veiy 
terms  of  the  whole  science  of  Christianity,  give  us  the  same 
result.  God — man — and  the  Mediator  between  them;  this  is 
its  mighty  elemental  formula.  But  Faith  in  that  Mediator,  and 
worship  rendered  to  that  God — and  Holiness — nourished  by  both 
of  them,  through  the  grace  of  which  all  three  are  the  products ; 
this  is  the  infallible  manifestation  that  Christianity  is  realized  in 
us,  in  a  form  responsive  to  its  mighty  elemental  formula. 

1  2  Cor.,  xiiL  14.  ^  Heb.,  xuL  17 ;  1  The8&,  y.  12,  18. 
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CHAPTER    XXVI. 

HOLY  Lnrma:  the  third  infallible  mark  op  the  true  church. 

L  1.  Relation  of  all  Righteousness,  in  Man,  to  the  Law  of  God. — 2.  Goepel  Holiness: 
its  Relation  to  Christ — ^to  Faith  in  Him — ^and  to  the  acceptable  Worship  of  God. — 
II.  1.  The  Reality  of  Moral  Distinctions:  the  Demonstration  they  aflford  that  Gkxi 
is  the  Fountain  of  all  Goodness. — 2.  Neglect  or  Perversion  of  these  Moral  Distinc- 
tions, &tal  to  all  Religions  in  which  cither  occurs. — 3.  The  indissoluble  and  eternal 
Connection  of  Holiness  with  Blessedness. — L  The  inward  Aspect  of  that  Holiness, 
which  infallibly  distinguishes  the  True  Church. — 5.  Unity  of  that  Holiness,  as  a 
Mark  of  the  True  Church,  with  each  of  the  preceding  Marks. — 6.  The  Unity  of 
the  Mystery  of  Godliness ;  Goodness  the  perfection  of  Knowledge,  of  Duty,  and 
of  Grace.— IIL  1.  The  True  Life  of  the  Church,  is  the  Power  of  the  Holy  Spirit— 
2.  Conclusive  Effect  of  the  Supremacy  of  the  Supernatural  Element,  in  the  Ques- 
tion of  the  Church. — 3.  Majesty  and  Glory  of  the  True  Church. 

I. — 1.  To  keep  and  to  do  all  the  statutes  and  judgments  of 
God,  is  the  highest  proof  of  spiritual  wisdom  and  understanding. 
It  has  always  been  required  by  God  as  the  sum  of  the  whole  duty 
of  man — always  been  declared  to  be  the  way  of  peace  and  mercy 
for  his  people — always  been  prescribed  as  the  surest  evidence  of 
their  true  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  their  acceptable  worship  of 
the  most  high  God.'  The  sum  of  the  instruction  which  the  Apos- 
tles had  in  charge  to  give,  in  discipling  all  nations,  was  that  all 
should  observe  all  things  whatsoever  Jesus  had  commanded  them.* 
And  the  constant  doctrine  of  Jesus  was.  If  ye  continue  in  my 
word,  then  are  ye  my  disciples  indeed ;  and  ye  shall  know  the 
truth,  and  the  truth  shall  make  you  free.'  My  sheep  hear  my 
voice,  and  I  know  them,  and  they  follow  me :  and  I  give  unto 
them  eternal  life  ;  and  they  shall  never  perish,  neither  shall  any 
pluck  them  out  of  my  hand.* 

2.  Without  holiness  no  man  shall  see  God.«  This  great  truth 
is  involved  in  every  just  idea  we  can  form  of  God  and  of  salva- 
tion ;  and  so  essential  is  it  in  all  that  the  Scriptures  intend  by 

*  Deut,  iv.  1-6;  EocL,  xiL  13;  Matt,  xv.  9;  John,  xiL  50;  viL  17 
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salvation  J  ihnt  nothing  therein  relating  to  us  h  either  explicahle^ 
or  efreetiial,  if  we  omit  or  fatally  per?crt  their  teachiof^  eont^ern- 
in^  thin.   The  everlasting  righteousness  which  has  been  brought  im 
liy  Meamh  the  Prince/  the  righteousness  which  is  of  God  through { 
the  faith  of  Christj'  the  righteonsness  unto  whieh  they  live  who 
nre  ilead  tu  mn  ;'  thi«  is  the  ri^hteousneHS  which|  to^^t^ther  with 
all  goodnepR  and  truth,  is  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit^*  with  which  the 
blesned,  who  hunger  and  thirst  after  ri^hteousnessj  «hall  lie  fiUod* 
— and,  in  the  blessed  fniidon  of  which,  the  puiv  in  heart  ^hallj 
see  God.*     Now,  this  Gospel  holiness — w^hich  I  huve  so  carefully i 
sought  to  trace  and  to  di^cloee^s  that  which  I  alwayi?  intend,^ 
wheu  I  speak  of  holy  living  m  a  mark  of  the  Church  of  Christ, ! 
For  the  cttnstant  doetrme  of  the  Scriptures  ib  that  the  just  shall 
live  by  faith  ;*  and  the  relation  between  life,  and  righteousnesa^  i 
and  ftiith  is  so  close,  that  in  every  Christian  sense^  either  of  thcsj 
three  necessarily  in  voices  the  other  two.     So  while  true  faith  is 
the  life  of  the  Church,  and  true  worship  is  the  means  of  nourish- 
ing that  life — true  holiness  is  the  manifostatlon  of  its  healthful* 
exhstence.    Faith  that  rejoices  in  Christ  Jeeus,  is  the  living  tes- 
timony to  the  w^ork  of  the  Mediator  between  God  and  men  ;  wor- 
ship rendered  unto  God  in  Spirit  and  in  truth ,  ii^i  the  testimonT 
to  the  whole  doctrine  of  God,  of  grace,  and  of  salvation :  and 
total  abnegation  of  the  flesh — that  is,  true  Gospel  holiness,  is  the 
testimony  that  the  whole  doctrine  of  God  and  of  Christ,  is  real- 
ized in  the  power  of  it  and  the  love  of  it,  in  the  soul  of  man. 
God,  man,  and,  between  the  two,  the  God-man  :  this  is  the  divine 
formula.^   To  worship  God  in  the  Spirit,  to  rejoice  in  Christ  Jesus, 
and  to  have  no  confidence  in  the  flesh :  this  is  the  practical  result, 
in  the  human  soul,  as  explained  by  God.'    Purity  of  faith,  spirit- 
uality of  worship,  holiness  of  life  ;  this  is  the  manifestation  on 
the  part  of  the  Church,  which  makes  it  certain,  past  doubt,  that 
she  is  the  Kingdom  of  God — the  body  of  Christ — the  holy  nation. 
It  is  to  the  exposition  of  this  third  infallible  mark  of  the  true 
Church,  visible,  universal,  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  this 
chapter  is  devoted. 

•  II. — 1.  In  connection  with  the  general  subject  of  the  fall  and 

»  Dfmiel,  ix.  24.  •  PhiL,  HL  9. 
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recovery  of  man,  while  discussing  various  parts  of  the  way  of 
life  and  our  relations  thereto  ;  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  enter 
somewhat  fully,  into  enquiries  touching  the  moral  constitution  of 
man,  considered  in  all  the  estates  disclosed  in  the  word  of  Grod. 
It  does  not  seem  to  me  necessary  to  repeat,  in  this  place,  what  I 
have  advanced  on  that  suhject ;  just  as  I  have  already  declined 
repeating  here,  what  I  have  taught  in  previous  chapters,  on  the 
subject  of  evangelical  holiness.  But  as  the  immediate  relation 
of  the  latter  topic  to  the  present  subject^  demanded  the  brief  ex- 
position I  have  just  given  of  it :  so  the  close  connection  of  the 
former  topic,  with  the  most  direct  method  of  illustrating  the  sub- 
ject before  us,  renders  a  few  words  of  explanation  concerning  it, 
important.  I  observe,  therefore,  that  the  reality  of  moral  dis- 
tinctions is  incontestably  established,  by  the  moral  constitution 
of  man,  upon  principles  as  clear  as  those  upon  which  the  reality 
of  physical  distinctions  is  established,  by  the  ])hysical  constitu- 
tion of  man.  Whether  such  distinctions  do,  in  fact,  exist  or  not, 
we  are  obliged  by  an  ultimate  law  of  our  being,  to  recognize  them 
as  real ;  nor  have  we  any  faculty  more  intense,  more  pervading, 
or  more  distinctive  of  our  nature,  than  that  which  we  call  con- 
science,  by  means  of  which  we  take  cognizance  of  these  moral 
distinctions.  To  say  we  have  no  conscience,  is  to  contradict  the 
universal  consciousness  of  the  human  race — as  really  as  to  say 
we  are  not  endowed  with  reason — or  with  sight.  To  admit  we 
have  a  conscience,  but  deny  that  the  moral  distinctions  of  which 
it  takes  cognizance,  have  any  reality — or  existence  ;  is  the  same 
as  to  admit  we  have  reason,  and  then  deny  that  there  is  anything 
true,  or  anything  false  ;  or  to  admit  that  we  have  the  sense  of 
sight,  and  then  deny  that  there  is  anything  to  see,  or  any  light 
to  see  by.  To  say  nothing  of  the  supremacy  of  the  moral  sense 
— and  of  the  overwhelming  ruin  in  which  such  a  race  as  ours 
would  be  immediately  engulphed,  but  for  that  supremacy  :  the 
statement  I  have  made  seems  to  put  beyond  question,  the  abso- 
lute and  ineflfaceable  existence  of  morality  itself,  independently 
of  us,  and  paramount  to  our  nature.  If  that  be  so,  the  existence 
of  a  creator  and  moral  ruler  of  the  universe  is  certain  :  and  it  is 
in  the  bosom  of  the  First  Cause — the  living  God — that  the  source 
of  all  good  is  found. 

2.  The  disregard  of  these  moral  distinctions,  thus  thoroughly 
fundamental  in  the  spiritual  system  of  the  universe ;  must  be 
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otterly  &tal  to  the  claims  of  ererr  leligioos  rrstem,  in  whidi  h 
exists,  to  be  considered  either  rerealed  by  God,  or  suitable  fbr 
man.   N>j  religion  can  be  true  which  misnndeisnuids  tbe  ahsolnte 
natQPi:  uf  th€se  moral  distinctions — which  oTerlooka  or  misstatet 
the  relation  of  man's  moral  nature,  in  its  fallen  state  most  espe- 
cially, to  them — which  confounds  the  distinction  between  good 
and  evil  in  the  Terr  matter  uf  salvation — whick  diocks  man's 
uararal  sense  of  morality — ^which  inculcates  that  which  is  wrong 
in  itiielf — which  denies  onr  felt  moral  depraTity,  or  proposes  as  a 
remedy  f'^r  it,  that  which  is  incompetent,  that  which  is  fiilse,  or 
that  which  Ls  eviL     In  accepting  any  such  religion  as  tme,  we 
outrage  the  conscience  itself — to  sanctify  which  is  the  chief  end 
of  true  religion.   The  ruin  which  all  false  religions  spread  aroond 
them,  is  produced  chiefly  by  their  blinding  and  depraving  influ- 
ence u|x>n  the  conscience ;  a  ruin  analogous  to  that  which  would 
occur,  if  the  supremacy  of  C'>nscience  could  be  OTerthiown.    And 
the  readiness  with  which  our  depmved  nature  accepts  all  fidae 
religions,  is  the  clearest  proof  of  the  disi^rder  of  the  moral  sense 
of  man.  of  the  overpowering  force  of  his  religions  instincts^  ^ 
his  alxsolute  need  of  a  moral  regenemtion,  and  of  the  total  fal- 
sity i>f  all  religions  which  cannot  accomplish  this.    In  estimating 
that  purity  of  life  which  religion,  if  it  be  from  6«id,  mast  pro- 
duce, we  are  obiige*!.  therefore,  even  upon  grounds  of  mere  nsason 
and  natural  morality,  to  reject,  indiscriminately,  all   religiow 
whose  faith  is  inconsistent  with  virtue  and  good  morals,  or  whose 
worship  is  a  snare  to  the  souls  of  men,  or  whose  life  Tiolates  the 
sense  or  1  x^sens  the  bonds  of  duty.     This  great  rule  is  laid  down 
by  the  Saviour.     By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them  :  and  it  ii 
expressly  laid  down  to  enforce  this  great  duty,  Beware  of  £ilse 
prophets/     In  this  manner,  every  false  religion  is  rejected  bj 
Christ — upon  the  ground  of  the  fruit  it  bears ;  even  before  we 
pass  the  threshold  of  the  subject.    Tliat  which  promotes  sin — 
that  which  is  dnink  with  blood — which  is  polluted  by  undaan- 
ness — which  is  rank  with  imposture — that  whose  very  life  is  sus- 
tained by  the  death  of  souls  :  what  madness  is  greater  than  to 
recognize  such  organized  unrighteousness  as  true  religion,  fas- 
cause  mankind  is  sufficiently  brutal  to  be  led  captire  by  the 
Devil  at  his  will ;'  given  over  by  God  to  strong  delusion,  that 
they  should   believe  a  lie,   that   they  all  might   be   damned 

'  MaO,  TiL  lS-20.  *  S  Tba,  &  SC 
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who  believed  not  the  truth,  but  had  pleasare  in  nnrighteons- 
nesfl.' 

3.  The  connection  between  virtue  and  happiness  is  so  imme- 
diate, that  any  attack  upon  the  foundations  of  morality,  is  also 
an  attack  upon  every  hope  and  possibility  of  blessedness.  But 
whatever  is  an  absolute  condition  of  blessedness  for  human  na- 
ture, in  any  estate,  or  at  any  period  :  is  an  absolute  condition  of 
its  blessedness,  to  all  eternity  ;  because  human  nature  preserves 
its  essential  identity,  through  all  possible  estates.  Amongst  all 
the  results  of  experience,  not  one  is  more  certain — amongst  all 
the  meditations  of  philosophy,  none  are  more  clear — amongst  all 
the  teachings  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  nothing  is  more  distinct,  than 
that  virtue,  purity,  holiness,  lie  at  the  foundation  of  human 
blessedness.  All  growth  in  grace,  strengthens  this  divine  union  : 
and  its  bond  will  become  closer  in  eternity,  when  grace  is  swal- 
lowed up  in  glory — closer  forever,  as  we  approach  nearer  to  the 
presence  and  the  measure  of  God.  To  make  us  pure  in  heart, 
that  we  may  see  God— discern  him — know  him— have  fruition  of 
him,  is  amongst  the  chief  blessings  of  true  religion,  pointed  out 
by  the  Saviour ;'  and  no  mark  can  be  more  palpable,  that  any 
system  of  religion  is  not  from  God,  than  that  it  obscures  our 
vision — our  fruition  of  him — by  obstructing  a  life  of  holiness, 
and  hardening  the  heart.  Both  faith  and  righteousness,  which 
are  indissolubly  connected  with  spiritual  life,  have  their  scat  in 
the  heart ;'  in  which  is  begotten,  and  out  of  which  must  flow, 
that  true  hob'ness,  in  which  the  new  man  is  created,  after  the 
image  of  God.^  Even  in  its  natural  state — much  more  when  it 
has  been  renewed  by  divine  grace — how  full  is  the  testimony  of 
the  heart  to  its  own  need  of  this  very  holiness  !  Its  deep  and 
sorrowful  convictions,  at  every  survey  of  its  best  emotions ;  its 
profound  sense  of  duty,  even  in  the  midst  of  the  clearest  mani- 
festations of  weakness  and  sinfulness ;  its  intense  longings  for 
that  it  hath  not,  even  under  the  burden  of  pollution  that  robs 
it  of  the  power  of  articulate  expression  of  its  very  wants ; 
and  when  it  has  found  what  its  need  was,  and  has  been  su[)- 
plied  out  of  God's  unwasting  fulness — its  clear  and  joyful  vis- 
ion of  all  that  was  confused  before,  and  of  its  Gcxl  and  Father 
above  all,  and   through  all,  and    in  all :'   can  all   this   mean 

»  2  Th083.,  ii.  11,  12;  1  Cor.,  vl  9,  10;  Rev.,  xxu.  14,  15.  ^  Matt,  v.  8. 

"  Rora..  X.  10.  *  Eph.,  iv.  24  »  Eph.,  iv.  6. 
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anything  less  than  the  perfect  relation  of  the  divine  remedy,  to 
our  fatal  disease — the  perfect  accordance  between  the  testimony 
concerning  our  previous  emptiness  and  pollution,  and  that  con- 
cerning our  satisfying  fruition  of  a  new  and  divine  holiness? 
Well  may  we  say,  we  were  sometimes  darkness,  but  now  are  we 
light  in  the  Lord.  And  since  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  in  all 
goodness,  and  righteousness,  and  truth  ;  well  does  it  become  us 
to  walk  as  children  of  light/ 

4.  It  is  by  Revelation  from  God — outwardly  in  his  word,  in- 
wardly by  his  Spirit — that  the  soul  is  made  acquainted  with  the 
true  nature  of  all  these  mysteries  of  God  and  man.  Revealed  in 
that  power  of  the  divine  word,  which  is  such  a  glorious  peculiarity 
of  the  truth  of  Gt)d — and  revealed  in  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
working  by  and  with  that  truth,  in  the  human  soul :  these  great 
mysteries  come  to  us  in  demonstration  of  the  Spirit  and  of  power.* 
God  reveals  himself  to  those  to  whom  it  is  given  to  know  the 
mysteries  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,"  in  a  peculiar  light  and  with 
a  peculiar  power,  as  the  God  of  all  grace — the  God  who  saves 
penitent  and  believing  sinners  by  the  blood  of  the  everlasting 
covenant.  The  purity  which  is  needful,  in  order  to  this  salvation, 
is  also  a  most  peculiar  form  of  righteousness,  and  is  revealed  in  a 
most  peculiar  manner.  For  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  which  is  the 
power  of  God  unto  salvation  to  every  one  that  believeth,  reveals 
the  righteousness  of  God  from  faith  to  faith :  which  Paul  first 
asserts,  and  then  confirms  by  the  perpetual,  equivalent  trntb. 
The  just  shall  live  by  faith.*  Christ,  and  his  righteousness,  re- 
vealed to  us  and  revealed  in  us ;  life,  righteousness,  and  faith— 
indissolubly  united.  It  is,  therefore,  a  righteousness  of  such 
only,  as  have  been  renewed  in  the  spirit  of  their  mind  :  of  snch 
only,  as  have  put  off  the  old  man,  which  is  corrupt  according  to 
the  deceitful  lusts — and  have  put  on  the  new  man,  which  after 
God  is  created  in  righteousness  and  true  holiness/  This  special 
holiness  of  truth — and  that  the  very  truth  of  Qod — ^is  the  only 
form  of  righteousness  which  is  available  in,  or  unto,  a  lost  sinner. 
And  this  is  attainable  only  in,  and  through,  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  But  of  his  fulness  every  penitent  and  believing  sinner 
receives;  and  that  in  a  manner,  at  once  so  complete  and  so 

'  Eph,,  V.  8,  9.  •  1  Ck)r.,  ii  4. 

9  Matt,  xiiL  11.  *  Rom.,  i.  16.  17:  Hab.,  il  4 

»  Epb.,  iv.  22-24;  il  10. 
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specific,  that  all  grace  in  him  finds  some  counterpart  respon- 
sive to  it,  in  all  renewed  souls.*  This  is  the  inward  aspect 
of  that  holy  living,  which  is  an  infallible  mark  of  the  true 
Church. 

5.  This  holiness,  exhibited  as  it  must  be  in  the  wide  form  of 
holy  living,  is  the  product  of  the  same  divine  life  in  man,  which 
has  been  shown  to  be  manifested  in  purity  of  faith,  and  in  true 
spiritual  worship.  I  have  several  times  pointed  out  the  indisso- 
luble connection  of  these  three  marks  of  the  true  Church  with 
each  other,  and  the  grounds  upon  which  that  connection  rested, 
in  the  very  essence  of  the  Gospel.  Let  me  very  briefly,  disclose 
the  unity  between  this  mark  and  each  of  the  preceding  marks. 
The  divine  life  which  is  manifested  in  evangelical  holiness,  is  of 
that  nature  and  operates  in  that  manner — whether  in  individual 
persons,  or  in  whole  communions  : — that  it  cannot  commence  by 
means  of  the  New  Creation,  without  saving  faith  being  immedi- 
ately manifested  ;  nor  can  it  be  sustained  or  increased  afterwards, 
except  in  connection  with  the  perpetual  exercise  of  that  faith. 
For  the  righteousness  of  God  is  by  faith  in  Jesus  Christ ;  and  is 
unto  all,  and  upon  all  that  believe.'  And  it  is  of  God  that  we 
are  in  Christ  Jesus,  who  of  God  is  made  unto  us  wisdom,  and 
righteousness,  and  sanctification,  and  redemption.^  But  that 
pure  faith  makes  men  pure.  For,  it  not  only  overcomes  the 
world,*  but  it  does  this  by  purifying  the  heart.*  And  the  instru- 
ment by  which  it  works  in  our  purification,  is  love.*  So  that  the 
purity  of  life  which  is  an  infallible  mark  of  the  Church  of  God, 
is  that  purity  which  is  manifested  by  love  to  God,  and  love  to 
our  neighbour.  But  the  Lord  has  told  us  that  this  is  the  sum 
of  all  the  commandments  of  God — all  the  law  and  the  pro- 
phets hanging  thereon.'  And  I  have  just  shown  that  it  is  the 
sum  of  Gospel  holiness.  In  like  manner,  holiness  imparts  to  our 
ivorship,  in  whatever  sense  we  use  the  term,  one  essential  char- 
acteristic— which  makes  it  acceptable  to  God — that  is,  its  quality 
of  true  obedience  :  while,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  itself  sustained 
and  advanced  by  all  true,  spiritual  worship.  For,  whether  in  the 
form  of  the  Church,  or  whether  in  the  assemblies  of  God's  people 

*  John,  i.  16-18 — and  grace  for  grace — ;ta/>tv,  avn  ;fapirof 
'  Rom.,  ill  22 ;  PhiL,  iii.  9.  ^  i  Cor.,  i.  30. 

*  I  John,  V.  4.  •  Acts,  xv.  9. 

*  GaL,  V.  6.  '  Matt,  xxii.  37-40. 
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worship  of  him  thereifi :  or  whether  io  tho  right  use  of  the  »ao- 
mments  he  has  instituted  aa  mgLE  and  seals  of  the  Coreoatit  of 
Grace  ;  holinese  of  heart^ — and  by  conseqtiotice  holiueM  of  lifcij  is 
the  very  end  at  which  everything  aims,  itnd  to  which  eve ri' thing 
tends.  Wo  can  have  no  just  concept  ion  of  tho  worship  of  Qod, 
in  spirit  and  in  trutb^  which  it  is  possible  to  seimrate,  on  the  on^ 
iside,  from  the  idea  of  duty  rendered  unto  God — any  more  than 
it  is  posfiihle  to  sepamte  it,  on  the  other  Bide,  from  the  idea  of 
belief  in  God,  And  so  while  honour  and  majesty  nre  hefme 
the  Lord;  strength  and  beauty  are  in  his  sanctuary:  and  the 
exhortation  is,  Oh,  worship  the  Lord  in  the  beauty  of  holi- 
aees,'  For  out  of  Zion,  the  perfection  of  beatityj  Ood  hath 
ghined.' 

6.  There  is  a  wonderful  unity  apparent  in  the  whole  uiystery 
of  Godliness — from  whatever  point  of  view  it  is  contemplated  ^  or 
by  whatever  pnicess  it  is  examined.  One  of  the  firmest  fotmda- 
tioos  of  faith  ia  the  grand  and  simple  truth,  that  it  ia  with  the 
heart  man  belie veth  unto  salvation :'  responsive  to  which,  the 
Saviour  has  deduced  from  all  the  law  and  the  propheti*  tiiat  rntrnt 
fjlnriouB  climax,  that  aU  fluty  t*^  God  inid  maUj  in  fiilfilh^l  in 
love.*  The  wisest  of  mankind,  therefore,  could  utter  nothing 
more  profound  in  its  doctrinal  import — more  pungent  in  its 
practical  use,  than  the  solemn  words.  Keep  thy  heart  with  all 
diligence  ;  for  out  of  it  are  the  issues  of  life.*  Goodness,  then,  is 
at  last,  the  perfection  of  knowledge,  the  perfection  of  duty,  the 
perfection  of  grace  ;  the  nature  of  man,  and  the  Kingdom  of 
God — ^find  perfection  in  a  common  result.  When  we  treat  of 
Justification,  it  is  Faith,  and  it  is  Forgiveness,  which  we  are 
called  to  contemplate :  when  we  treat  of  Adoption,  it  is  Hope 
and  the  glory  of  the  Kingdom,  which  burn  in  our  hearts  :  when 
we  treat  of  Sanctification,  it  is  Love  and  Gixi's  image  perfected 
in  us,  that  fill  the  measure  of  earthly  blessedness.  And  our  en- 
trance into  the  Kingdom — our  being  replenished  with  its  bless- 
ings and  its  benefits — and  our  being  perfected  in  its  spirit  al- 
together ;  unitedly  do  but  express,  in  another  form,  the  great 
conclusion.  Now  abideth  Faith,  Hope,  Charity.*  Nor  need  we 
hesitate  to  add — since  the  Apostle  has  done  so,  But  the  greatest 

»  Psalm  xcvi.  6,  9.  '  Psalm  1.  2.  •  Rom.,  x.  10. 

*  Matt,  xxil  34-40.  •  Prov.,  iv  23.  •  I  Oor,  xifi.  13 
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of  these  is  Charity.  And  when  we  examine  the  whole  matter 
with  all  thoroughness,  in  order  to  ascertain  with  certainty  the 
infallible  marks  of  the  Church  ;  we  find  ourselves  conducted  to 
results  precisely  corresponding  with  those  reached  through  so 
many  other  processes,  and  precisely  in  accordance  with  the  whole 
analogy  of  faith.  To  be  pure,  is  the  grand  necessity,  obligation, 
and  blessedness  of  the  Church.  To  be  holy,  according  to  that 
peculiar  manner  of  holiness,  which  is  involved  in  the  salvation  of 
sinners  by  the  grace  of  God  ;  is  her  first  step  upwards.  To  be 
holy,  in  perfect  goodness — love  to  God  and  to  man — charity — the 
greatest  of  the  great  graces — is  her  last  step  upwards,  in  her 
present  form.  Between  these  two  stand  Faith  and  Obedience, 
looked  at  firom  the  practical  side  ;  Faith  and  Hope,  looked  at 
from  the  doctrinal  side  ;  for  both  a  boundless  Hope  and  a  New 
Obedience,  are  exponents  of  our  Adoption  into  Christ — and 
Worship  is  an  expression  of  them  both.  A  pure  Faith,  a  pure 
Worship,  and  a  pure  Life — ^is  the  general  expression  alike  of  the 
true  relation  of  saved  sinners  to  an  infinitely  pure  God — and  of 
the  tnie  Religion  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  is  the  Saviour  of  the 
world.  If  either  of  the  three  is  removed,  the  Religion  is  de- 
stroyed ;  because  the  three  stand,  or  fall,  together.  If  they  all 
abide,  the  Religion  is  complete.  They  are,  therefore,  the  infid- 
lible  marks  of  the  true  Church,  visible,  universal,  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.     And  there  are  no  others. 

III. — 1.  The  life  of  the  Church  of  God  is  most  inadequately 
conceiveil,if  we  suppose  it  is  com|)lete  when  the  doctrine  is  pure, 
and  the  order  is  perfect,  and  the  outward  conduct  is  irreproach- 
able. It  is  possible  for  the  understanding  of  man  to  receive  the 
doctrine  of  salvation  revealed  in  the  Scriptures,  while  the  heart 
remains  unaffected  by  it,  except  as  by  a  philosophy.  It  is  {)0S8i- 
ble  that  the  model  of  the  Church  should  be  outwardly  exact,  in 
all  things,  and  yet  that  the  torpor  of  death  should  cover  her  fair 
proportions.  It  is  easy  to  see  that  her  outward  acts  might  wear 
a  decent  conformity  to  the  commandments  of  God,  in  the  whole 
round  of  her  great  duties ;  and  at  the  same  time,  a  heartless 
formality,  or  a  self-righteous  Phariseeism,  supplant  all  true  love 
in  her  bosom.  The  true  life  of  the  Church,  is  a  divine  reality  ; 
perfectly  distinguishable — scarcely  capable  of  being  mistaken  by 
such  as  partake  of  it.  It  is  a  power  animating  her  faith,  bus* 
taining  her  obedience,  and  nourishing  her  activity.    It  is  the 
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fruit  of  God's  Spirit  witliln  lien  Tbejdo  not  err,  who  rate  thij 
far  above  all.  But  they  do  err  fatally,  who  su|ij)ose  that  this 
divine  power  has  no  necessary  connectioQ  witli  the  fnith,  the  wor- 
shipj  and  the  active  life  of  the  Cliurch ;  uo  necessary  coDuection 
with  her  doctrine,  her  order,  and  her  practice*  So  far  as  we 
kuQvv,  it  has  a  connectioD  with  them  all,  both  absolute  aud  mx- 
elusive:  nor  have  we  any  reason  to  expect  the  supernatural  inter- 
position of  God  J  in  saving  any  soul,  except  through  bis  revealed 
tmtb  ;  while  we  know,  assnredly^  that  the  divitie  Spirit  does  not 
— will  not — quicken  men,  otherwise  than  through  Jei*ua  Christ, 
inuch  lesa  in  dishonour  of  hh  person,  bia  workj  or  \m  ^l<*ry.  The 
faith  J  the  wor&hip,  and  the  life  of  the  Church,  which  is  th^  fnlnesi 
of  him  that  iilleth  all  in  all,  are,  thereforej  not  the  power  it«elf ; 
but,  precisely  in  proportion  aa  they  are  pure,  they  are  fit  to  man* 
ifeat  the  power  by  which  men  are  saved*  And,  as  far  as  we 
know,  the  power  of  God  unto  ealvation,  is  revealed  only  in  the 
Gospel  of  Chri^tj  to  every  one  that  belie veth  ;  and  it  is  only 
tlierein  that  the  righteousnesa  of  God  is  revealed  (mm  faith  Eo 
faith  ;  and  only  thereby  that  the  just  live  by  faith.  Taking  all 
things  as  they  are  made  known  to  us  by  God,  if  the  Holy  iSpirit 
were  withdrawn,  there  could  be  no  more  salvution^no  ion  tier 
what  else  remained ;  if  divine  truth  were  lost  from  amongst 
men,  there  would  be  no  more  operation  of  the  Spirit :  if  the 
people  of  God  were  all  cut  off,  the  Spirit  and  the  word,  in  ord^ 
to  convert  the  world,  would  be  obliged  according  to  the  divine 
(Economy  we  have,  to  reconstruct  the  Church  out  of  penitent 
and  believing  sinners  saved  by  grace:  and  that  Church,  when 
reconstructed,  would  possess  the  very  marks  I  have  demon- 
strated, and  occupy  the  very  position  they  indicate  for  her  as 
God's  Kingdom  in  this  world.  The  whole  (Economy  of  salva- 
tion is  reducible  to  this  solution  :  nor  does  it  appear  to  admit  of 
any  other. 

2.  The  supremacy  with  which  the  supernatural  element  of 
the  question  of  the  Church,  pervades  every  part  of  this  discus- 
sion, must  be  obvious  to  every  reader.  Nor  is  it  possible  to 
conduct  any  enquiry,  that  can  be  of  the  least  value,  upon  such 
subjects,  on  any  other  basis.  If  the  religion  which  we  seek  to 
comprehend,  is  a  mere  philosophy — nay,  if  it  is  any  less  than  a 
divine  revelation  ;  then,  of  course,  it  stands  in  the  wisdom  of 
man,  and  that  wisdom  must  construct  it^  aided,  no  doubt,  by 
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such  intimatioDS  as  God  may  have  been  pleased  to  give.  But  if 
God  has  revealed  to  us,  in  a  manner  designed  by  himself  to  be 
complete,  a  way  of  salvation  which  he  requires  us  to  accept : 
then  the  whole  matter  stands  in  the  power  of  God,  and  must  be 
so  treated.*  Where  the  revelation  stops,  the  divine  power,  in  its 
manifestation  to  us  for  salvation,  also  stops  :  and  every  attempt 
on  our  part  to  extend  the  power,  is  either  an  attempt  to  extort  a 
further  revelation  from  God,  which  is  sacrilege — or  an  attempt  to 
teach  God,  which  is  impiety.  The  patriarchs  did  not  presume  to 
erect  the  institutions  of  Moses  ;  nor  did  Moses  presume  to  bring 
in  that  simple  grace  and  truth,  which  came  by  Jesus  Christ. 
Even  Christ  did  not  set  up  the  new  form  of  his  own  Kingdom, 
or  write  one  word  of  his  own  glorious  Gospel ;  but  he  left  to  the 
divine  Spirit,  acting  through  his  inspired  Apostles,  the  comple- 
tion in  both  respects  of  the  will  of  God.  How  then  shall  men, 
without  the  smallest  claim  to  an  extraordinary  vocation  from 
God,  dare  to  add  one  tittle  or  take  away  one  jot  ?  Nor  can  it 
make  the  least  difference,  whether  we  address  ourselves  to  one 
part  or  another,  of  what  God  has  given  to  us  as  the  perfect  ex- 
pression of  his  will,  concerning  our  salvation.  It  is  as  utterly 
beyond  our  competency  to  institute  for  God  a  worship  which  he 
ought  to  accept,  as  to  establish  a,  doctrine  concerning  him  which 
he  ought  to  approve :  a  task  as  much  above  us  to  complete  the 
form  of  his  Kingdom,  as  to  improve  the  method  of  his  grace. 
We  have  no  knowledge,  we  have  no  authority,  we  have  no  suffi- 
ciency, for  any  such  thing.  God  alone  has  them  all  in  infinite 
fulness.  And  upon  these  two  truths  rests  the  argument,  d  priori^ 
for  all  divine  revelation.  So  that  we  not  only  discredit  the  suffi- 
ciency of  the  revelation  which  God  has  given  us,  but  call  in 
question  the  necessity  of  any  revelation  at  all,  as  really  when  we 
would  amend,  as  when  we  impeach  the  faith,  the  worship,  or  the 
life,  prescribed  by  God  to  his  Church.  And  every  act  of  this  sort 
is  the  more  to  be  condemned,  because  God  has  made  known  to 
us  so  clearly  in  his  word,  what  he  would  have  us  do  ;  that  the 
poor  pretext  of  his  silence  can  be  made  good,  only  by  holding  his 
truth  in  unrighteousness,  or  by  handling  his  word  deceitfully. 
He  has  spoken  all  his  mind  in  the  matter  of  our  salvation  ;  for- 
bidding us  in  the  beginning,  and  forbidding  us  at  the  end — ^always 
under  the  most  terrible  penalties — to  add  unto  the  word  or  unto 

»  1  Cor.,  il  1-6. 
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the  thmgs  commanded  by  bira,  or  to  diminish  augbt  from  eithti 
of  them/  For  besides  the  iojuries  we  inflict  on  men^  and  thi 
corruption  we  bring  into  the  Church,  and  the  dishonour  we  offe 
to  the  majesty  of  God,  by  such  acts  of  presamptuous  disobed 
ence  ;  we  are  also  guilty  of  treason  against  our  Lord  the  King  ii; 
Zion,  as  often  as  we  usurp  these  high  prerogatives  of  his  crows 
With  reference  to  ourselves — nothing  can  bind  the  faith  or  cob 
science  of  a  Cbristian,  m  the  matter  of  his  salvatian,  that  is  not 
revealed  from  God.  But  notliing  is  i-evealed  unto  salvation,  ex- 
cept in  Jesus  Christ  our  Saviour.  So  that  where  faith,  cooBcieDce, 
revelation,  and  salvation,  have  no  place ;  there  is  no  Saviour — 
and  can  be  no  Churck 

3,  This  whole  doctrine  is  transcend  en  tly  glorious  to  the 
Church  of  God.  It  invests  her  with  the  majesty,  which  sjirinj 
from  her  total  deliverance  from  the  control  of  carnal  coramand^l 
ments,  and  from  her  being  clothed  with  the  power  of  an  endlesB 
life.  Her  mission  is  commensurate  with  the  human  race.  It« 
very  essence  is,  to  do  all  good  to  all  Her  own  goodness  is  the 
measure  of  her  ability  to  do  good.  A  mission  of  faith,  obedience, 
and  love,  accomplished  in  the  power  of  the  divine  life  by  which 
she  lives,  Hal  vat  ion  is  wrought  out  through  her^  in  proportion 
as  it  is  first  wrought  in  her.  As  she  tnists,  obeys,  and  imitated 
Christ,  she  manifcftts  in  the  same  degree  tlie  purity  of  her  faith, 
of  her  w^onship,  and  of  her  life  ;  exhibits  the  mighty  power  of 
God,  which  works  in  her  trustful  and  loving  heart ;  demon- 
strates her  entire  conformity  to  the  divine  will ;  and  thus  work- 
ing out  the  glory  of  God  on  earth,  she  works  out  for  herself  an 
eternal  weight  of  glory.  Does  any  child  of  God  desire  to  take 
from  Christ,  any  part  of  his  dominion  over  himself?  Then  why 
should  it  be  considered  possible,  that  the  spouse  of  Cljrist  would 
desire  any  such  thing  ?  Does  any  sanctified  soul  feel  the  yoke 
of  Christ  to  Ije  a  heavy  yoke  ?  Then  Avhy  should  it  be  im- 
agined that  all  sanctified  houIs  should  fail  to  rejoice  as  the 
pre-eminence  ia  given  to  him,  in  all  things  ?  Nor  will  God 
endure  to  be  robbed  of  that  which  is  bis,  I,  the  Lord  thy 
God,  am  a  jealous  God— is  tlie  reason  given  by  himself,  why 
the  glory,  dominion,  and  w*orship,  should  be  given  only  to  him ; 
and  is  rendered  as  a  portion  of  tlmt  unalterable  morality,  whose 
foundations  are  laid  in  his  owm  being,  and  which  pervades  every 

*  Deut,  ir.  1^34;  Eov.,  iCJui  18-20, 
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maDifestation  of  himself.^  And  the  last  recorded  utterance  of 
the  redeemed  in  glory  is,  As  it  were  the  voice  of  a  great 
multitude,  and  as  the  voice  of  many  waters,  and  as  the  voice 
of  mighty  thunderings,  saying,  Alleluia  :  for  the  Lord  God  om- 
nipotent reigneth.* 

'  EzocL,  XX.  5.  '  *  ReT^  xix.  6. 


THE    KNOWLEDGE    OF    GOD, 

SUBJECTIVELY  CONSIDERED. 


ARGUMENT    OF    THE    FIFTH    BOOK. 

Tms  Fifth  Book  bears  to  the  Fourth,  a  relation  somewhat  analogous  to  that 
which  the  Third  Book  bears  to  the  Second.  For  the  Second  Book  attempts  to 
demonstrate  a  Christian,  and  the  Third  to  demonstrate  those  personal  Ofl&oes 
without  which  there  can  be  no  individual  Clu-istianity  :  while  the  Fourth  Book 
attempts  to  demonstrate  the  visible  Church  of  Christ  organized  out  of  those  same 
Christians,  and  this  Fifth  Book  to  demonstrate  the  Gifts  of  God  to  this  Christian 
Church,  without  which  it  can  have  no  visible  existence.  And  as  in  the  former 
case,  those  individual  Offices  of  themselves  prove  that  he  who  discharges  them 
does  80  by  the  grace  of  G^d,  and  is  a  true  disciple  of  Christ ;  so  in  this  latter 
case,  these  divine  Gifts  prove  of  tliemselves  that  the  organized  body  of  Disciples 
of  Christ  possessing  them,  does  so  by  the  grace  of  God,  and  is  a  true  Church 
▼iflible  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  And  the  negative  conclusions  in  the  two  cases 
are  analogous;  namely,  that  lacking  these  individual  Offices  no  one  can  be  a  true 
disciple  of  Christ — lacking  these  Gifts  of  Grod  no  organized  body  can  be  com- 
posed of  true  disciples  of  Christy  or  be  his  visible  Church.  So  that  the  demon- 
stration is  double  in  each  case,  and  then  general  of  the  whole.  The  Twenty- 
Seventh  Chapter,  which  is  the  First  of  this  Book,  is  devoted  to  the  three  supreme 
Gifts  of  God  to  his  Church  more  especially  considered  as  visible,  namely,  his  Son, 
his  Spirit,  and  his  Word ;  one  large  division  of  the  Chapter  being  occupied  with 
the  separate  and  detailed  exposition  of  each.  Concerning  the  Son  it  is  shown 
in  what  sense  he  is  given  by  God  to  the  Church,  over  and  above  the  sense  in 
which  he  is  given  to  each  individual  Christian,  and  in  what  different  form  he  is 
given  to  the  Gospel  Church,  as  compared  with  preceding  dispensations ;  what 
are  the  mutual  results  of  this  as  to  Christ,  and  as  to  the  Church — what  is  the 
relation  between  them  thus  created — what  is  the  position  of  the  Church  thus 
considered — and  her  consequent  glory  and  blessedness  in  her  witness-bearing 
and  her  work.  Concerning  the  Spirit  it  is  shown  that  all  efficiency  of  the  Church 
is  of  him  as  really  as  all  authority  is  of  Christ ;  the  difference  in  the  manner  of 
bestowment,  the  manner  of  operation,  and  the  manner  of  relation  to  all  things, 
between  the  Spirit  and  the  Son,  is  explained ;  the  order  of  the  mjrsteries  of 
grace,  the  relation  of  the  Spirit  to  the  work  of  Christ  and  to  the  Gospel  Churofa, 
and  the  attestation  of  everything  relating  to  both,  and  to  all  truth  and  godlineai . 
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by  the  Spirit,  are  disclosed ;  the  promise  of  the  Spirit — his  outpouring^  his  i 
Testation  and  work,  extraordinary  and  ordinary,  the  Relatioii  of  both  to  Ghris^ 
to  the  Church,  to  each  other,  and  to  salvation  are  explicated :  and  the  doctraio 
of  the  Spirit  and  of  his  relation  to  the  Church  is  shown  to  be  abeohitely  ritiL 
Concerning  the  Word  of  God,  its  relation  to  the  Son,  the  Spirit,  and  the  Ghordi, 
and  its  special  relation  considered  as  written  to  the  Church  considered  as  visible^ 
are  pointed  out ;  the  Word  and  the  Church  before  the  former  was  written,  and 
the  latter  organized,  and  again  afler  the  former  was  written  and  the  latter 
organized,  and  again  afler  the  former  was  complete  and  as  sadi  bestowed 
on  the  Qospel  Church,  are  specially  considered :  the  power  of  the  Word  as 
mere  truth,  and  its  further  power  as  the  instrument  of  the  Spirit,  ia  disdosed; 
and  the  Chapter  closes  with  an  appreciation  of  the  written  Word  considered  as 
a  divine  Gift  to  the  Visible  Church,  and  of  the  Gk)spel  Church  considered  as 
possessing  the  supreme  Gifts  of  Gk>d  just  discussed.    The  Twen^-Bigfath  Chap- 
ter, wliich  is  the  Second  of  this  Book,  discusses  the  Sabbath-day,  the  Sacramenta^ 
Instituted  Worship,  Discipline,  and  Evangelization,  as  Ordinances  given  bj  God 
to  his  Church ;  one  large  division  being  devoted  to  eadi.  The  Sabbath  ia  shown 
to  be  a  perpetual  element  in  the  moral  system  of  the  TJniTerse,  and  to  be  india* 
solubly  connected  with  the  creative,  providential,  and  graoions  work  of  God 
therein :  and  its  unspeakable  importance  to  man  is  pointed  out  The  Sacramenti 
are  treated  generally,  the  idea  of  them,  their  nature,  and  use,  the  ends  thej  an- 
swer and  promote,  being  explained ;  their  efficacy  is  shown  to  depmd  on  the 
work  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  and  to  be  wrought  instrumenteHy  by  thens,  in  ns^  by 
him  through  our  faith  in  Christ :  the  number  of  them  and  its  oonstanoy,  their 
relation  to  the  Church  under  successive  dispensations,  Christ's  rdation  to  them, 
and  their  record  of  him,  are  explicated.    The  Instituted  Worship  of  God  k 
discussed,  and  the  relation  of  Atheism  on  one  side,  and  that  of  q>iritual  wonftup 
of  the  true  God  on  the  other,  to  our  natural  convictions  is  disdoaed ;  the  rerealed 
will  of  God  concerning  the  worship  he  requires  of  man  is  demonstrated;  the 
particulars  of  that  revealed  worship,  now  divinely  established  in  the  GkMpel 
Church,  are  proved,  classified,  and  explained.     Discipline,  as  an  ordinanoe  of 
God,  is  demonstrated,  and  its  nature  and  efficacy  are  explained, — together  with 
the  manner  and  objects  of  its  administration ;  the  nature  of  Ghnrdi  oenauwa^ 
their  relation  to  the  Thrcatenings  of  God, — and  their  execution  upon  God*a  enring 
chOdrcn,  and  upon  his  open  enemies  are  set  forth.    And  finally  the  EraogeSisi- 
tion  of  the  world  is  shown  to  be  an  Ordinance  of  God  obUgatorj  upon  the 
Church ;  and  a  brief  appreciation  of  that  great  endeavour  is  attempted,    ^le 
Twenty-Ninth  Chapter,  which  is  the  Third  of  this  Book,  is  devoted  to  apaiticih 
lar  discussion  of  the  Sacrament  of  Baptism,  considered  in  its  Natmn  and  Dengn, 
the  Subjects  of  it,  the  Mode  of  its  Administration,  and  the  Apostolic  Practice 
of  it    The  origin  and  nature  of  the  sacrament  of  circumcision,  and  ita  relation 
to  Christian  Baptism,  are  explained :  the  relation  of  the  Bi^tism  of  John,  and 
of  that  administered  by  the  Apostles  during  the  life  of  Christ,  to  Christiaa  Bap- 
tism is  also  explained :  Christian  Baptism  is  shown  to  have  been  inatitoted  by 
Christ)  after  his  resurrection,  as  a  sacrament  of  the  Gkx^l  Ghnrch:  the  rdatioii 
of  the  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  to  Christian  Baptism  is  disdoaed :  and  the  cer- 
tain^ of  these  divine  mysteries^  together  with  their  sam,  and  their  mlatlon  to 
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the  doctrine  of  God  and  of  salvation,  is  proved.  In  the  next  place,  tne  relation 
between  Baptism  and  the  blessings  of  which  it  is  the  seal,  is  exhibited ;  the  title 
of  every  one  to  the  seal,  who  has  title  to  the  blessings,  is  proved ;  and  the  right 
of  the  infant  seed  of  believers  both  to  the  covenanted  blessings  and  to  this  seal 
of  them,  is  demonstrated,  in  each  of  eleven  successive  propositions;  and  the 
effects,  both  of  the  neglect,  and  of  the  exercise  of  this  right  are  shown.  Then 
it  is  shown  that  Baptism  may  be  valid,  even  when  its  administration  is  not  per- 
fectly regular;  Immersion  in  water,  as  a  commemoration  of  the  burial  of  Christy 
is  proved  to  be  a  total  perversion  of  this  sacrament :  the  true  scriptural  relation 
between  baptism  and  the  death  and  burial  of  Christ  is  disclosed :  the  various 
senses  in  which  the  Scriptures  use  the  word  baptism,  are  set  forth,  and  the  right 
of  .Christ  to  fix  the  sense  in  which  he  uses  it  asserted :  and  that  he  did  use  it— to 
mean  the  sacramental  application  of  water  to  the  person,  as  a  sign  and  seal  of 
our  purification  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  our  ingrafting  into  Christ  is  demon- 
strated in  each  of  five  successive  propositions.  The  examination  of  the  Apoe- 
td^  practice  follows,  and  the  great  example  of  Pentecost  is  shown  in  eadi  of 
three  successive  propositions,  and  then  the  great  example  of  Gentile  baptism  at 
OaBsarea  is  shown  in  each  of  three  successive  propositions,  and  then  more  briefly 
other  Apostolic  examples  of  every  known  class  are  shown,  to  accord  exactly 
with  what  was  before  shown  concerning  Christ's  sense  of  this  sacrament;  and 
the  Apostolic  doctrine  of  baptism  is  deduced.  The  Thirtieth  Chapter,  which  is 
the  Fourth  of  this  Book,  treats  in  a  particular  manner,  of  the  Sacrament  of  the 
Lord's  Supper,  considered  in  its  Institution,  Nature,  Use,  and  End ;  wherein  the 
relation  d  this  Sacrament  to  the  ancient  Sacrament  of  the  Passover  is  explained ; 
the  divine  account  of  its  institution  by  Christ  is  stated ;  its  general  nature  and 
ordinary  use  are  disclosed  in  detail  fi-om  the  Scriptures :  the  matter  of  it  and 
elements  of  it,  are  pointed  out ;  and  how  it  is  a  sign  and  what  it  signifies,  and 
how  it  is  a  seal  and  what  it  seals  are  set  forth.  Entering  more  deeply,  what 
the  Saviour  meant  us  to  understand  by  saying  the  cup  was  the  New  Testament 
in  his  blood,  and  by  saying  the  bread  was  his  Body  broken  for  us,  is  care- 
fully examined ;  the  efficacy  of  the  Body  and  Blood  in  our  spiritual  nourish- 
ment is  disclosed ;  the  relation  of  this  Sacrament  to  the  Worship,  the  Word,  and 
the  Spirit  of  G^  is  explicated ;  and  the  relation  of  the  constant  and  sacrament 
tal  showing  of  the  Lord's  death  to  his  Second  Coming  is  pointed  out  And 
finally  it  is  shown  how  strict  is  the  relation  of  Christ's  sacramental  word  and 
action  to  the  Nature  and  definition  of  this  sacrament;  and  that  of  the  sacra- 
ment itself  to  the  whole  question  of  the  Church.  The  Thirty-First  Chapter, 
which  is  the  Fiflh  and  last  of  this  Book,  treats  of  the  Office  Bearers  of  the 
Gkwpel  Church,  and  of  Church  government  in  their  hands.  It  is  shown  that 
all  the  Office  Bearers  of  the  Church  both  appertain  to  it,  and  in  a  still  higher 
sense  to  Christ;  that  the  divine  origin  of  the  Church,  of  its  government,  and  of 
its  office  bearers  is  perfectly  indisputable,  both  according  to  the  universal  testi- 
mony of  Scripture,  and  to  the  absolute  nature  of  the  case ;  in  proof  and  illuft- 
tntion  of  all  which,  the  example  of  the  Apostolic  Synod  constituted  at  Jerusa- 
lem on  the  question  of  Gentile  circumcision,  is  carefully  examined,  and  the  &ct, 
the  nature,  and  the  perpetuity  of  the  government  divinely  established  in  the 
GkMpel  Qiiirch,  are  demonstrated;   the  office  bearers  who  constituted  that 
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sjnodf  are  ebown  to  haTe  been  in  part  Apostles,  but  chiefly  Elders — Frestijters; 
imd  then  the  natare  of  the  office  held  Viy  these  Ehiers — Prewhyti^rp^  and  the  n^-^ 
ture  of  their  right  to  ooostitute  that  synod,  and  tfvery  other  tribunal  in  the  ii 
Church,  is  demoMtimted.    Then  the  queatioo  of  the  Cburuli,  |mrely  as  r 
of  factf  i^  taken  ixp  at  the  death  of  Christ  ami  its  c^mdluou  shown:  t 
of  the  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  oa  Pentecost,  aud  the  events  which  followed,  | 
are  traced,  and  the  iramodiate  formiition    of  particular  eongregaiions  witJ 
n  tribunal  in  each,  and   the  nature   and    composition  of  tliat   tribunal   tm 
congregational  Preabytery  composed  of  Prosbyters — Elders,  are  proved : 
union  of  u  number  of  these  ooDgregations  with  their  tribuuab— is  ebown 
have  constituted   a  larger  body  witli   its   tribunal  over  them  all,  still  com*^ 
poaed   of    Preabytery    and    called    in    the    Scriptures   a    Presbytery; 
then    the  union    of  all    the«e   Presbyteries  with    all    their  tribunals   and  alLj 
their  congregations  with  their  tribunnL? — gives  us  the  univensal   Church  aml^ 
brings  us  back  to  its  ^ynod  already  clemonstrated ;  for  that  is  tlie  scHptunl'J 
name  of  this  high  tribtinal;  and  thus  the  naturcj   organiaitioo,  and   diviii«J 
authiinty  of  tribunals,  Parochia!,  Presbyteiial,  aud  Hynodical,  all  oom]x»^d  of  J 
Elders — Presbyters — is  proved  by  tracing  tlic  divine  progress  and  development  i 
of  Uie  Church,  as  before  by  a  specilie  divine  example.     After  this  the  nature  of  J 
all  church  power  delegated  by  the  Mediator,  is  umilyxed,  and  it«  relations  to  ] 
Pixxphetic,  Priestly^  and  Kingly  oflices  ishown ;  the  result  being  that  the  whoKf'-l 
power  of  Regimen  w  from  his  Kingly  office,  anil  is  vested  in  all  Presbytcn 
aKke ;  while  the  ministry  of  the  word  is  a  delegation  from  liis  Prophetic  office^i 
and  the  Slewardship  of  Divine  Mysteries  is  a  delegation  from  his  Priestly  ofiac 
— which  two  rimctione — ^as  a  power  of  Order — are  added,  as  to  certuiu  Elders^J 
to  tlieir  power  of  Rule,  and  thus  two  classes  in  the  order  of  Elders  are  produced  ;  ( 
and  it  is  shown  that  this  power  of  Order  is  a  several  power, — while  Uie  power^ 
of  Regimen  is  a  joint  power;  the  result  being  that  all  rule  is  not  only  by 
tribunals,  but  nil  tribunals  are  constituted  of  both  claaaes  of  tlie  order  of  Eldera. 
The  mode  of  creating  office  bearers  is  shown  to  be  by  an  inward  and  pen 
vocation  of  the  particular  j>eraon,  by  God  to  the  particular  office;  which 
ascertained  by  the  vocation  of  the  individuul  by  a  particular  congii;gation  to  lMi4 
ita  office  bearer,  and  afterwards  by  the  approbation  and  ordination  of  the  peraoal 
by  n  church  court :    the  vital  power  and  importance  of  this  Parochial  and  i 
Presbyterial  vocation — being  specially  insisted  on.    Then  the  offices  of  PropbHi^ 
Evangelifit^  and  Beacon,  who  arc  the   only  remaining  office  bearera  of 
Clinrch,  whether  ordinary  or  extraordinary — are  explained :  and  th©  Obi|ilaf 
and  Book  c!os<;  witii  a  aumniary  statement,  in  four  successive  propo^tiooaf  fil 
the  absolute  nature  of  the  government  which  God  Ijas  bestowe<l  upon  the 
visible  Church  ;  and  a  slight  appreciation  of  its  marvellous  origin^  progresa^  and 
actual  podtioiL    The  difficulty  of  treating  the  whole  organic  Ufe  of  the  Kingdom 
of  God,  under  the  action  of  so  many  and  sueh  amazing  gifts  of  God,  in  a  few 
Chapters,  and  of  determining  truly  and  disposing  in  a  lucid  order,  in  so  small  a 
compassj  so  many  and  sueh  vast  topics — ^ia  one  of  the  greatest  to  which  the 
human  mind  can  address  itself.     To  reduce  these  Chapters  to  a  short  connected 
argument^  which  will  present  the  whole  mutf^^r  fairly,  cb-arly,  arul  sufficiently — 
ifl.ftlso  very  difficult     And  now  to  deduce  from  that  argument  its  fundamental 
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resolts,  in  a  few  short  propositions  is  no  easy  task.  Possibly  the  chief  results 
may  be  sumraarily  stated  somewhat  as  follows:  namely,  That  the  Son,  the 
Spirit,  and  the  Word  of  God,  appertain  in  a  peculiar  manner  to  the  visible 
Church  of  Christ,  under  the  Qt)spel  dispensation,  as  the  supreme  Gifts  of  Gk>d 
to  it : — That  the  Sabbath  day,  the  Sacraments  of  Baptism  and  the  Lord's  Sup- 
per, the  Instituted  Worship  of  God,  tlie  administration  of  the  tlireatenings  of 
God  by  Discipline,  and  the  Evangelization  of  tlie  world,  are  divine  Ordinances 
obligatory  upon  the  Gospel  Church,  being  gifts  of  God  to  it : — That  Baptism 
instituted  by  Christ  must  be  administered  with  water  by  a  steward  of  the  mys- 
teries of  Gk)d,  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  to  the  disciples  of  Christ,  and  to  their  infant  seed,  once  only  to  each 
person ;  wherein  our  purification  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  our  ingrafting  into  Christ, 
and  the  pardon  of  our  sins,  arc  sacramen tally  signified,  and  sealed  to  those  who 
worthily  receive  it : — That  the  Lord's  Supper,  instituted  by  Christ,  must  be 
often  celebrated  and  partaken  of  by  all  believers ;  wherein  the  bread  broken 
and  the  wine  poured  out  are  the  elements,  and  the  broken  body  and  shed  blood 
of  Christ  are  the  matter,  and  all  together  are  the  sacrament :  the  eating  and 
drinking  of  the  bread  and  wine,  and  the  spiritual  receiving  of  the  body  and 
blood  of  Christ  by  faith,  through  the  Spirit,  the  word,  and  prayer,  is  a  sacra- 
mental showing  forth  of  his  death,  and  a  communion  therein  with  him,  and  with 
each  other ;  all  the  benefits  of  Christ,  more  particularly  our  redemption  by,  and 
our  communion  in  his  death,  and  our  spiritual  nourishment  and  growth  in  grace 
by  feeding  sacramentally  upon  his  body  and  blood,  being  herein  signified  and 
sealed  to  all  who  worthily  communicate : — That  G<xl  has  bestowed  upon  the 
(Jospel  Church  Office  Bearers,  both  extraordinary  and  ordinary,  of  whom  the 
former  have  ceased,  the  ordinary  and  perpetual  being  Elders  and  Deacons — to 
whom  must  be  added  in  a  special  sense — and  as  peculiar,  Evangelists  ;  that  the 
whole  power  of  Regimen  in  the  Church  is  a  joint  power,  and  is  wholly  in  the 
hands  of  Elders — amongst  whom  certain,  in  addition  to  their  power  of  rule, 
labour  in  word  and  doctrine,  and  are  stewards  of  the  divine  mysteries,  both  of 
which  are  aeveral  powers,  so  that  there  are  two  classes  of  the  one  order  of 
Klders ;  the  power  of  Regimen  being  jointj  all  rule  is,  not  by  persons,  but  by 
Tribimals  composed  of  some  of  both  classes  of  Elders,  all  of  each  class  being 
equal  one  witli  another,  and  the  whole  equal  as  Elders ;  which  Tribunals,  one 
above  anotlier.  Parochial,  Classical,  Synodical,  and  Universal,  are  neither  clerical 
nor  laic,  but  are  Presbyterial  Courts  of  the  free,  spiritual  Commonwealth,  which 
is  the  Church  of  the  Living  Gk>d. 
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CHAPTER    XXYII. 

SUPREME  GIFTS  OF  GOD  TO  HIS  CHURCH:  HIS  SON:  HIS  SPIRIT: 

HIS  WORD. 

L  1.  The  special  Gifts  of  God  to  his  Church ;  Supreme  amongst  these,  his  Son — his 
Spirit — his  "Word. — 2.  Our  Responsibility,  personal  and  aggregate :  corresponding 
bestowal  of  these  divine  Gifts. — 3.  Special  Gift  of  the  Son  of  God  to  the  Church: 
immediate  mutual  Results  —4.  Nature  and  Effect  of  the  relation  between  Christ 
and  the  Church  thus  created. — 5.  The  Condition  of  the  Church,  coasiderod  as 
possessing  Christ — 6.  The  Holy  Church  Catholic— the  Communion  of  Saints — ^tho 
Forgiveness  of  Sins. — 7.  The  true  God  and  Eternal  Life. — 8.  The  Glory  and 
Blessedness  of  the  Church,  in  her  Witness-bearing,  and  her  Work. — 11.  1.  Gift 
of  the  Holy  Ghost:  all  Authority  in  Clirist^all  Efficacy  from  the  Spirit— 2.  Dif- 
ference, in  the  manner  of  bestowment ;  and  the  manner  of  operation ;  and  the  re- 
lation of  the  Son  and  the  Spirit  to: — (a)  Human  Nature: — (b)  The  Plan  of  Salvia- 
tion:— (c)  The  Church :— (d)  The  Worid. — 3.  Tlie  order  of  the  Mysteries  of  Grace, 
with  respect  to  the  Gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost— -4.  Relation  of  the  Spirit  to  the  Work 
of  Christ,  and  to  the  Gospel  Church. — 5.  The  Saviour,  the  Church,  the  Truth,  and 
the  Mystery  of  Godliness,  all  attested  by  the  Spirit. — 6.  Tlie  Promise  of  the  Fa- 
ther: the  day  of  Pentecost — 7.  Difference  in  the  manifestation  of  the  Spirit: 
extraordinary  manifestations:  Their  relation  to  the  Church. — 8.  Saving  mani- 
festation of  the  Spirit :  Its  relation  to  his  extraordmary  manifestations. — 9.  The 
Doctrine  of  the  Spirit,  and  his  relation  to  the  Church,  vital. — HI.  1.  Gift  of  God*8 
Word :  Its  relation  to  the  Church,  and  the  preceding  Gifts :  Relation  of  the  writ- 
ten Word  to  the  Visible  Church  — 2.  The  Word,  before  and  after  it  was  written: 
the  Church,  before  and  after  it  was  organized :  General  Exposition. — 3.  The  Gos- 
pel Church — and  the  Sacred  Scriptures. — 4.  The  Efficacy  of  God's  Word,  consid- 
ered merely  as  Divine  Truth :  its  further  Efficacy  when  savingly  used  by  the  Holy 
Ghost — 5.  Appreciation  of  the  written  Word,  considered  as  a  Divine  Gift  to  the 
Church. — G.  Appreciation  of  the  Church,  considered  as  possessing  these  Supremo 
Gifts  of  God, 

1. — 1.  I  HAVE  endeavoured  to  trace  the  principles  upon  which 
the  divine  idea  of  the  Church,  and  its  permanent  and  visible 
existence  are  disclosed  in  the  Word  of  God — and  to  make,  not 
only  its  nature  and  end  plain,  but  the  immense  truths  also  which 
give  it  vitality,  and  the  infallible  Marks  which  distinguish  it 
The  course  of  the  orderly  treatment  of  the  subject,  conducts  us 
next  to  the  consideration  of  those  Divine  Gifts  which  God  has 
bestowed  upon  his  Church,  thus  created,  organized,  and  made 
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permanent  in  this  apostate  world.  Gifts,  every  one  of  which  is 
a  proof  of  his  love,  every  one  a  manifestation  of  his  wisdom,  and 
the  whole  united  an  infinite  dowry  ;  in  the  enjoyment  of  whidi 
the  Lamb's  wife  is  shown  to  be  the  delight  of  God  and  the  glory 
of  his  universe,  and  the  use  of  which  is  the  means  of  the  de- 
liverance of  his  universe  from  the  curse  and  pollution  of  sio. 
Amongst  these  Gifts  there  are  three,  which  so  immeasurably 
transcend  the  rest,  and,  indeed,  so  exceed  all  that  the  heart  of 
man  could  have  conceived,  that  the  very  Salvation  which  they 
alone  could  have  conferred,  seems  to  human  reason  an  object 
unworthy  of  them.  It  is  only  as  we  comprehend  that  unsearch- 
able love  and  grace  and  mercy  are  the  foundation  of  such  gifts, 
and  that  the  highest  glory  of  God,  as  well  as  the  endless  blessed- 
ness of  the  universe,  is  involved  in  the  results  they  will  produce ; 
that  we  can  see  it  to  be  capable  of  belief  that  God  has  given  his 
Son  to  die  for  his  Church,  his  Spirit  to  dwell  continually  amidst 
its  sorrows  and  its  sins,  and  his  Word,  made  known  through  so 
much  anguish  of  his  most  beloved  children,  to  be  a  light  and 
power  and  joy  to  those  so  utterly  unworthy  of  it.  Yet  these 
very  gilts  are  so  entirely  the  very  essence  of  salvation,  that  it  is 
impossible  to  explain,  or  ever  to  conceive,  any  part  of  it,  with- 
out the  perpetual  presence  of  them  all.  Of  necessity,  therefore, 
they  have  been  continually  held  up  to  view,  in  all  I  have  said. 
Nevertheless,  the  special  aspect  in  which  we  now  encounter  them, 
demands  a  particular  statement  concerning  them. 

2.  The  personal  responsibility  of  every  human  being,  whether 
to  God,  to  individuals  like  himself,  or  to  those  public  authorities, 
of  whatever  kind,  to  which  he  may  be  subject ;  is  the  most  fun- 
damental result  of  our  personal  existence,  as  rational  and  moral 
creatures.  It  is  far,  however,  from  being  the  only  result  in  the 
nature  of  responsibility,  to  which  the  circumstances  of  our  ex- 
istence may  give  rise.  As  a  member  of  a  household,  of  a  body 
politic,  of  the  Church,  nay,  as  a  member  of  the  great  human 
family,  or  one  of  the  particular  races  which  compose  that  great 
unity  ;  every  human  being  is  liable  to  suffer  and  to  be  blessed, 
and  that  out  of  all  proportion  to  his  personal  share  of  respon- 
sibility, for  that  which  brought  him  happiness  or  miseiy.  This 
aggregate  responsibility  is  as  real,  as  our  personal  responsibility ; 
and  can,  no  more  than  it,  be  overlooked  or  evaded. — ^In  like 
manner,  the  Gift  of  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God,  the  Qift  of 
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the  Holy  Ghost,  and  the  Gift  of  the  Divine  Word,  has,  each,  a 
general  as  well  as  a  personal  relevancy,  in  the  dispensations  of 
Qx)d.  The  gift  of  each  of  them  to  the  individual  children  of 
Gx)d,  and  the  gift  of  each  of  them  in  organizing  these  children 
of  Gt>d,  under  Messiah,  through  the  Holy  Ghost,  into  the  divine 
kingdom  now  held  forth  as  the  Gospel  Church  :  has  been  already 
sufficiently  considered.  But  there  is,  also,  the  gift  by  God  of 
each  of  them  to  the  Church  contemplated  as  the  Body  of  Christ, 
in  a  sense  different  from  any,  that  it  has  been  hitherto  necessary 
to  state  very  explicitly.  Nay,  there  is  a  gift  of  each  of  them  by 
God,  to  the  whole  family  of  man  considered  merely  as  such  : 
which  we  are  apt  to  overlook,  because  it  does  not  result  in  salva- 
tion, but  which  is,  nevertheless,  by  far  the  greatest  bestowment 
which  God  makes  to  our  race.  For  it  is  possible,  that  of  whole 
nations  and  races,  not  an  individual  might  sufficiently  regard  the 
message  of  salvation,  the  admonitions  of  the  Spirit,  and  the 
love  of  Christ,  to  believe,  repent  and  be  saved  :  while  yet  these 
divine  agencies  might  so  enlighten  their  darkness,  and  so  rebuke 
their  sins,  and  so  diffuse  a  real  power  for  what  is  good,  that  all 
other  blessings  given  to  them  might  be  insignificant,  compared 
with  these.  To  a  certain  extent  all  speculative  believers  in 
Christianity,  and  all  nominally  Christian  nations,  arc  examples  of 
this  very  mercy  of  God  :  this  efficacy  of  these  divine  gifts  to  the 
world.  But  it  is  in  the  more  strict  sense  of  their  bestowment, 
namely, — upon  the  Church  of  Christ,  that  I  am  now  considering 
them. 

3.  He  whom  God  has  raised  from  the  dead,  and  set  at  his 
own  right  hand  in  the  heavenly  places,  far  above  all  principality, 
and  power,  and  might,  and  dominion,  and  every  name  that  is 
named,  not  only  in  this  world,  but  also  in  that  which  is  to  come  : 
he  under  whose  feet  God  has  put  all  things,  and  who  is  head  over 
all  things :  he  it  is  whom  God  has  given  to  the  Church,  which  is 
his  body,  the  fulness  of  him  that  filleth  all  in  all'  He  filleth 
all  in  all :  and  the  Church  is  his  fulness — because  it  is  his  body. 
It  is  the  Son  who  made  all  things  and  who  rules  and  governs  all 
things. — ^As  Mediator  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  as  Head  of  the 
Church,  all  things  are  still  under  his  feet  :  things  in  heaven  and 
things  on  earth,  and  things  under  the  earth — things  present  and 
things  to  come.    He,  the  glorified  God-man,  that  liveth,  and 

>  Eph.,  I  20-23. 
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was  dead,  and  is  alive  forevermore,  in  whose  hands  are  the  keys 
of  death  and  hell :  has  been  given  by  God  to  this  Church,  of 
which,  having  redeemed  it  with  his  most  precious  blood,  be  is 
the  Lord  and  Head/  Nor  is  it  difficult  to  understand  the  na- 
ture of  the  clfiim,  which  the  Son  of  God  has  on  the  believer 
whom  he  has  redeemed  from  hell,  and  made  a  member  of  his 
mystical  body  forever ;  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  to  understand 
the  nature  of  the  claim  which  the  believer  has  in  that  divine 
Saviour,  given  to  him  by  God,  and  to  whom  his  soul  is  united  in 
the  bond  of  an  everlasting  covenant.  In  like  manner,  the  title 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  is  clear  and  perfect,  to  that  Church  which  he 
80  loved  that  he  gave  himself  for  it,  which  he  makes  worthy  to 
partake  of  his  own  glory  and  blessedness,  and  upon  which  he 
has  staked  his  renown :  and  on  the  other  hand,  the  Church 
which  has  given  itself  to  Christ  to  be  his  Bride,  and  which  oui 
produce  proofs  the  most  tender  and  the  most  august,  that  he 
has  redeemed  her,  purified  her,  und  owned  her  for  his  Spouse ; 
has  such  a  claim  upon  Christ  her  Lord,  that  neither  death,  nor 
life,  nor  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things  present, 
nor  things  to  come,  nor  height,  nor  depth,  nor  any  other  crea- 
ture, shall  be  able  to  separate  her  from  the  love  of  God,  which 
is  in  Christ  Jesus  her  Lord.* 

4.  Our  want  of  faith  and  our  sense  of  personal  unworthiness, 
cause  us  to  shrink  from  the  full  acceptance  of  God's  plain  dec- 
larations, and  from  the  unavoidable  result  of  our  own  firmest 
beliefs  and  convictions.  How  is  it  possible  for  the  Saviour  to 
have  a  people,  unless  his  people  have  a  Saviour  ?  How  can  God 
give  a  kingdom  to  his  Son,  without  giving  his  Son  to  that  king- 
dom ?  He  does  both.  He  gives  to  his  Son  an  eternal  kingdom : 
to  his  people  an  almighty  Saviour.  And  though,  as  yet,  we  see 
not  all  things  put  under  him,  we  have  seen  that  he  who  was 
made  a  little  lower  than  the  angels,  for  the  suffering  of  death, 
has  been  crowned  with  glory  and  honour  :'  we  know  that  the  heav- 
ens must  receive  him  until  the  times  of  restitution  of  all  things, 
which  Otod  hath  spoken  by  the  mouth  of  all  his  holy  prophets 
since  the  world  began  :^  and  we  need  no  more  doubt  that  the 
kingdoms  of  this  world  will  become  the  Kingdom  of  our  Lord 
and  of  his  Christ,  than  if  we  beheld  the  heavenly  multitudes 

*  1  John,  iil  1;  iv.  10;  Rom.,  v.  S-IO;  viiL  32.  ■  Rom.,  vUL  89. 

•  Heb.,  ii  9.  «  AotiL  iiL  2L 
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rejoicing  over  this  aBsuranoe,  and  eaw  the  fonr-and-twenty  El- 
ders fall  upon  their  faces  before  God,  as  they  cry,  We  give  thee 
thanks,  oh  !  Lord  God  Almighty,  which  art,  and  which  wast, 
and  which  art  to  come,  because  thou  hast  taken  to  thee  thy 
great  power^  and  hast  reigned/ 

5.  It  is  manifest,  that  as  the  very  existence  of  the  Churcli 
hangs  on  her  relation  to  Christ,  and  his  relation  to  her :  the  gift 
of  Christ  to  her  involves,  implicitly,  every  other  giffc  which  that 
may  draw  after  it.  Wherefore,  the  manner  in  which  she  receives, 
cherishes,  and  uses  this  supreme  gift,  must  be  decisive  of  the  in- 
fluence which  every  other  gift  of  God  will  exert  upon  her,  and 
upon  the  universe  through  her.  Christ  is  her  life  :  and  her  only 
hope  of  appearing  in  glory,  is  that  when  Christ  shall  appear,  she 
also  shall  appear  with  him.*  He  not  only  shows  her  the  way  :  he 
is  the  Way.  He  not  only  teaches  her  the  truth  :  he  is  the  Truth. 
He  not  only  condncts  her  to  life  :  he  is  the  Life.'  Having  said 
this,  making  himself  all  in  all :  he  adds — precluding  everything 
else,  No  man  cometh  to  the  Father,  but  by  me.  Whatever  of 
wisdom,  or  righteousness,  or  sanctification,  or  redemption,  the 
Church  can  enjoy  or  communicate,  she  possesses  not  only  by  but 
in  Christ :  for  he  is  made  of  God  unto  her,  not  only  the  method 
by  which  these  wonderful  gifts  are  bestowed,  but  in  the  highest 
l)088ible  sense,  the  very  things  themselves.*  God  manifest  in  the 
flesh,  is  the  most  compreheasive  statement  of  the  sum  of  Chris- 
tianity :  and  Christ  in  his  person,  his  work,  and  his  glory,  is  its 
concrete  form,  and  its  infinite  essence,  and  its  almighty  power. 
Christianity  may  exist  in  permanent  supernatural  records :  it 
may  live,  as  an  activity,  in  the  hearts  of  believers :  it  may  be 
proclaimed  as  a  rule  of  life  to  all  nations  :  it  may  be  taught 
as  a  science  in  the  schools  :  it  may  pervade  the  earth  as  a  per- 
fect system  of  spiritual  truth  :  but  it  is  in  Christ  himself  that 
his  undefiled  Bride  possesses  it  absolutely.  She  possesses  him 
as  her  only  Mediator  with  God — her  Immanuel,  Prophet,  Priest, 
and  King  :  the  author  and  finisher  of  her  faith— her  very  present 
help  in  every  time  of  need — her  glory  unto  her,  and  her  light  to 
enlighten  all  nations  :  her  final  judge,  deliverer,  and  rewarder  for 
all  she  has  done  and  suffered  for  his  name — her  eternal  and  satis- 
fying portion  in  the  blessedness  of  the  life  to  come.     All  the 

*  Rev.,  XL  16,  17.  •  CoL,  iil  4. 

»  John,  xiv.  6.  *  1  Cor.,  I  30. 
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whUo  that  Bhc  thus  possesses  him  as  her  owd^  he,  her  Head  aod 
Lord,  is  the  Creator  of  the  universe,  by  the  word  of  whofie  power 
ftH  things  were  nmde :  the  infioite  source  of  nil  life^  find  Hght^ 
aad  truth,  and  goodness :  the  infinite  Ruler  wlio  controU  and 
directs  all  things  by  the  word  of  his  wisdom  :  the  infinite  Bona- 
factofj  from  whom  all  Ideasini^  flow,  and  through  the  word  of 
whose  grace  Salvation  is  bestowed  on  lost  sinners !  Gloriou« 
Church  I     Transceodcntly  glorious  Saviour  I 

6.  It  was  with  good  reason  that  the  ancientj  comprehensi?© 
and  univeraal  symbol  of  the  Christian  Churehj  expressed  eoni- 
spiciiously  amongst  its  fundamental  propositions  such  articles 
m  these :  I  believe  in  the  holy  catholic  Church ^ — I  believe  in 
the  communion  of  saints — I  believe  in  the  forgiveness  of  sins 
The  earliest  and  probably  n)ost  rational  fv»rm  of  the  firnt  of 
theae  three  statements  was — not  that  I  believe  in — but  I 
believe  the  Church,  Either  way,  the  conviction  may  well  he 
cherished  and  asserted,  that  she,  in  the  midst  of  whom  God 
dwells,  shall  never  Le  moved  :  and  that  notwithstanding  the 
malice  of  devils  and  wicked  meuj  the  gates  of  hell  shall  not 
prevaO  against  her,"  Nor  can  it  be  duubtedj  that  while  ahe 
holds  fust  to  Christ,  she  wiU  als**  hold  fiist  by  the  truth, 
which  he  himself  is  :  and  that  m  the  common  mother  of  aU  be- 
lievers, she  will  know  and  testify  the  doctrine  of  God,  in  propor- 
tion as  she  walks  according  to  his  divine  will.*  Pure  in  Faitb, 
true  and  spiritual  in  the  Worship  of  God,  and  holy  in  Life,  she 
needs  must  be,  so  long  as  she  possesses  Christ.  Nor  can  there  be 
any  uncertainty  touching  the  universal  duty  of  the  Communion 
of  Saints.  For  the  very  organization  of  the  visible  Church,  and 
every  ordinance  of  God  which  separates  it  from  the  world,  pre- 
sents these  two  conspicuous  aspects  ;  that  therein  is  a  proof  of 
Gtod*Q  rejection  of  the  world,  and  therein  his  saints  constantly 
profess,  that  as  the  brethren  of  Christ,  they  are  brethren.  Par 
it  is  not  possible  for  them  to  be  united  to  their  common  Head 
by  faith,  without  being  united  to  each  other  in  love.*  But  one 
of  the  highest  obligations  of  Christian  love,  as  well  as  one  of  its 
clearest  manifestations,  is  the  perpetual  endeavour  to  keep  the 
unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bonds  of  peace :  since  we  know  that 
we  are  one  body,  and  have  one  hope  of  our  calling,  through  one 

»  Psalm  ^vi. passim;  Matt,  xvi.  15-18.  "^  Gal.,  iv.  26,  27  ;  John,  viL  It. 

»  CoL,  i.  18 ;  Matt,  xxiii  8-10. 
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Lord,  one  Spirit,  one  faith,  one  baptism,  one  God  and  Father  of 
alL^  Nor  is  this  communion  of  Saints  less  important  in  itself, 
than  it  is  clear  in  its  grounds  and  obligations.  For  whether  we 
consider  the  nature  of  the  case,  or  the  plain  intimations  of  the 
Scriptures,  there  is  no  ordinary  possibility  of  Salvation,  out  of 
the  Church  of  Christ/  For  the  forgiveness  of  Sin,  which  is  the 
third  point,  and  which  the  Church  has  in  charge  to  proclaim,  in 
the  name  of  Jesus,  to  every  creature,  as  the  very  essence  of  the 
Gospel  unto  them  :  and  in  the  reality  of  which,  we  profess  our 
trust,  through  the  means  revealed  in  the  Gospel :  has  no  exist- 
ence whatever,  except  in  connection  with  the  person  and  work 
of  Christ.  It  is  by  her  ministry,  that  prochimation  of  this  for- 
giveness of  sin,  is  made  to  fallen  men  :  it  is  by  her  ordinances, 
that  this  forgiveness  is  sealed  to  penitent  sinners  :  it  is  through 
her  worship  that  they  are  built  up  in  the  sense  and  the  fruits  of 
i«i :  it  is  the  Saviour,  the  Spirit,  and  the  Word,  which  are  God's 
supreme  gifts  to  her,  whereby  any  possibility  exists  that  God  can 
be  just,  and  justify  the  imgodly.  When  we  say,  therefore,  that 
we  believe  in  the  holy  catholic  Church  :  and  immediately  add, 
that  we  believe  in  the  communion  of  saints,  and  in  the  forgive- 
ness of  sins  ;  we  give  utterance  to  the  most  vital  truths  touching 
the  nature  and  office  of  the  Church,  considered  as  in  possession 
of  the  divine  Redeemer,  as  God's  unspeakable  Gift.^ 

7.  I  think  I  have  shown  conclusively,  in  another  place,  that 
the  salvation  of  sinners  is  inconceivable  upon  any  supposition  of 
the  mode  of  the  divine  existence,  materially  diflferent  from  that 
revealed  to  us  :  and  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  plan  of  salva- 
tion actually  revealed  to  us,  is  incomprehensible,  except  on  the 
supposition  that  the  mode  of  the  divine  existence  revealed  in 
connection  with  it,  is  that  of  three  Persons  in  one  Essence. 
What  is  commonly  called  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  is  there- 
fore, at  the  foundation  of  all  practical  godliness,  as  well  as  of  all 
exact  knowledge  concerning  God,  and  all  intelligible  exposition 
of  the  life  and  immortality  brought  to  light  in  the  Gospel.  This 
makes  it  very  wonderful,  that  this  great  doctrine  should  have 
been  considered  a  mystery  of  that  kind,  that  can  have  no  imme- 
diate relation  to  the  life  of  God  in  the  human  soul.  But  when 
it  is  so  considered,  it  makes  it  very  plain  why  systems  of  The- 

'  Bph.,  iv.  1-6.  »  Acta,  ii.  47  ;  iv.  14 ;  xL  21-24 
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ology  shonld  be  as  oompletely  emptied  of  all  gpiritmtl 
as  BjBteniB  of  mere  Philosophy :  and  why  so  mnchi  of  iriiaiiis 
meant  for  evangelical  preaching,  should  be  little  mon  than  fiam 
riiapeodies,  or  little  better  than  ethical  disputations.  The  Bon 
of  Qod  given  to  the  Church,  is  the  true  God  and  eternal  hkk* 
And  the  incontrovertible  foundation  of  the  whole  mystery  cC 
godliness— is  GKxi  manifest  in  the  flesh.*  Nor  can  it  be  called  m 
question,  without  taking  down  the  whole  fabric,  and  lendeiiqg 
nugatory  every  remaining  support  on  which  it  rests.  Por  why 
shonld  the  Spirit  justify,  or  the  unseen  world  obey^  or  the  Ohonb 
proclaim,  or  the  human  race  accept,  or  heaven  receive  in  tiiumph: 
a  Saviour  who  neither  did,  nor  could,  deliver  a  sinj^  soul  ftom 
death :  and  concerning  whom,  every  one  of  these  sublime : 
ties  becomes  an  utter  nullity,  the  instant  it  oeases  to  be  i 
that  he  is  CKxl  manifest  in  tiie  flesh. 

&  The  very  existence  of  the  Church,  then,  considered  aa  tba 
possessor  of  this  transcendent  gift  of  QoA,  is  to  the  end  that 
she  may  vindicate  to  the  universe  the  true  doctrine  of  Chijsfe : 
and  therein  the  true  doctrine  of  the  divine  being  and  perfeo* 
tions.  In  the  very  preaching  of  the  unsearchable  riches  of 
Christ,  and  in  all  attempts  to  make  men  see  the  fellowship  of 
the  mystery,  which  from  the  bej;inning  of  the  world,  had  been 
hid  in  Grod  ;  it  is  the  intent  of  God,  that  now  unto  principalities 
and  powers  in  heavenly  places,  might  be  known,  by  the  Church, 
the  manifold  wisdom  of  God,  according  to  the  eternal  purpose, 
which  he  ])urposed  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord.'  No  wonder  then 
that  Christ  loved  the  Church,  and  gave  himself  lor  it :  no  wonder 
that  he  siinctifios  and  cleanses  it.  and  that  ho  will  present  it  to 
himself,  a  glori(»us  Church,  not  having  spot,  or  wrinkle,  or  any 
such  thing  ;  but  holy  and  without  blemish.*  By  means  of  it, 
the  universe  will  be  taught  all  those  infinite  realities  couceming 
God,  his  perfections,  his  works  and  his  purposes,  now  revealed  in 
his  word,  which  otherwise  had  remained  forever  hidden  ;  now 
seen  in  part,  and  darkly  as  through  a  glass,  and  known  in  part — 
but  when  that  which  is  perfect  is  come,  then  to  be  seen  face  to 
face,  to  be  known  by  us  even  as  we  ourselves  are  known,*  And 
in  the  process  of  this  unspeakably  glorious  development,  the  in- 
finite Goodness  and  Justice  of  God,  his  unsearchable  Grace,  and 

*  1  John,  V.  20.  «  1  Tim.,  iil  16.  '  Eph.,  Ut  8-10. 

*  Eph.,  V.  25,  27.  5  1  Cor.,  xiiL  9,  12. 
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his  immaculate  Holiness,  will  shine  forth  to  all  eternity  in  the 
salvation  of  his  elect,  the  perdition  of  Devils  and  ungodly  men, 
the  purgation  of  the  universe  from  the  pollution  of  sin,  the  re- 
capitulation of  all  things  in  the  Son  of  God  as  the  Saviour  of 
the  world,  and  the  everlasting  reign  of  blessedness !  Is  it  possi- 
ble to  exaggerate  the  position  of  such  a  Church,  with  such  a  Sa- 
viour, and  such  a  mission  7  Is  it  possible  to  exalt,  unduly,  that 
Gift  of  God  to  this  Church,  whereby  her  place  in  such  a  scheme, 
of  such  a  God,  is  at  once  assured,  and  made  effectual  to  such  re- 
sults? 

II — 1.  It  behooves  to  treat  next  of  the  Gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  And  the  most  obvious  fact  concerning  his  indwelling  is, 
that  the  efficacy  of  every  act  and  every  function  of  the  Church, 
depends  as  absolutely  upon  him,  as  the  authority  of  every  one 
does  upon  Christ.  Whatever  the  Church  does,  derives  what- 
ever validity  it  has  from  the  approval  of  Christ :  whatever 
force  it  has  from  the  work  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Without  the 
former  everything  she  does  is  a  mere  usurpation  :  without  the 
latter,  it  is  a  mere  nullity.  All  that  has  been  advanced  con- 
cerning the  knowledge  of  the  mystery  of  God's  existence  and 
purposes,  as  developed  through  the  Church,  by  means  of  the 
gift  to  her  of  the  Son  of  God  to  be  the  Saviour  of  the  world  :  is 
equally  true,  according  to  its  own  manner,  of  the  gift  of  the  di- 
vine Spirit  to  the  Church  to  be  the  Sanctifier,  alike  of  her,  of 
her  children,  and  of  her  acts.  The  fitness  of  her  children  to 
partake  of  the  blessings  she  is  capable  of  bestowing  on  them,  as 
well  as  their  fitness  to  be  the  instrument  of  bestowing  these  same 
blessings  upon  the  world  :  depends  upon  the  efficacy  of  the  work 
of  the  Spirit,  in  each  one  of  them.  And  the  ability  of  the 
Church  to  bless,  either  her  children  or  the  world,  depends  upon 
the  efficacious  working  of  the  same  divine  Spirit,  in  her  own 
bosom.  And  again,  the  efficacy  which  abides  in  her  acts,  her 
ordinances,  her  sacmments,  her  communion  of  Saints,  her  exer- 
cise of  discipline,  her  proclamation  of,  truth,  her  continued  sup- 
plications, and  her  abounding  charities  :  results,  absolutely,  from 
the  presence  and  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

2.  There  is,  however,  a  great  difference  in  the  manner  of  be- 
stowment,  between  the  gift  of  the  Sou,  and  that  of  the  Spirit 
The  Son  is  given  simply,  freely,  and  sovereignly,  in  the  covenant 
of  God's  eternal  love.     The  Spirit  is  given  not  only  as  the  prom- 
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ised,  but  as  the  purchused  Spirit,     Christ  did  not  give  hlmielf 
for  his  Chiirehj  because  the  Spirit  would  sanutify  the  Church  :| 
bpt  the  Spirit  sauctifies  the  Church j  because  Clirist  has  pur- 
ebaaed  it  with  bis  blood.     It  is  the  work  of  the  Son,  wbieli^ 
draws  after  it  the  work  of  the  Spirit :  the  Gift  of  tbt*  Soo,  upoii 
which  the  gift  of  the  Spirit  depends*    He  k  seut  from  the  Father  i 
and  the  Son  :  and  his  eoming  is  the  crowning  proof  of  the  glori* 
float  ion  of  the  800  ^  and  of  the  certainty  of  the  eternal  triumplt^ 
of  divine  grace;^     There  is  a  great  differencOj  alao,  in  the  maD- 
ner  of  operation.     For,  on  the  one  hand,  the  operation  of  Chriit  j 
is  external  to  as  :  while  on  the  other,  the  operation  of  the  Spirit  | 
is  internal  with  ns.    Or  to  expresa  this  difference  in  other  words ; , 
the  operation  of  Christ  is  specially  with  God,  in  reference  to  tie  ^] 
while  that  of  the  Spirit  is  specially  in  us,  with  reference  ttf*! 
Christ,     The  work  of  Christ  changes  our  estate  and  relations 
wards  Qod  :  that  of  the  Spirit  changes  onr  nature  in  a  way  of  1 
conformity  to  Crod,^ — SHll  farther,  there  is  a  great  diBference  bo- 
tween  the  relation  of  the  Son  and  that  of  the  Spirit,  to  hunia& 
nature^  to  the  plan  of  Salvation,  to  the  Church,  and  to  the  worlds 
Thus : 

(a)  As  to  human  n  a  turn,  the  immense  diflference  is,  that  the 
Son  has  taken  our  nature  into  personal  and  eternal  union  with 
the  divine  nature  :  and  in  that  manner  human  nature,  in  its  to- 
tality, becomes  partaker  with  the  divine  nature.  But  the  Spirit, 
remaining  separate  from  and  free  of  any  personal  union  with  hu- 
man nature,  so  renews  that  nature  in  the  divine  image  in  every 
individual  who  is  elect  of  God  and  redeemed  by  Christ :  that  all 
of  them  are  made  partakers  of  the  divine  nature,  and  are  filled 
with  all  the  fulness  of  God.' 

(6)  As  to  the  plan  of  Salvation,  the  difference  is,  that  Christ 
as  the  Mediator  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace,  has  actually  wrought 
it  out  as  God-man,  in  his  estate  of  Humiliation,  and  administers 
it  as  God-man,  in  his  estate  of  infinite  Exaltation.  While  the 
Spirit,  continuing  simply  God,  applies  the  whole  work  of  Christ 
and  makes  it  all  effectual,  through  the  merits  and  in  the  name 
of  Christ,  quickening,  enlightening,  sanctifying,  and  comforting 
the  Church,  and  all  her  children,  by  means  of  what  Christ  has 
done  and  now  administers.' 

J  Act^  ii.  paaaim,  '  2  Pet,  I  4;  Bph.,  iii  19.  •  Rom.,  yiil.  1-lt. 
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(c)  As  to  the  Church,  the  difference  is,  that  the  relation  of 
the  Son  is  that  of  elder  brother  to  every  child  of  the  God  and 
Father  of  all ;  that  of  husband,  head  and  Lord  to  the  body  of 
Christ,  which  they  unitedly  compose  ;  that  of  Mediator  of  the 
eternal  Covenant,  and  as  such  the  Prophet,  Priest,  and  King  in 
Zion  :  who  having  accomplished  all  that  appertained  to  him  in 
humiliation,  now  administers  from  the  throne  of  God  all  that 
appertains  to  his  estate  of  exaltation.  While  the  relation  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  to  the  Church  is,  that  he  is  the  Vicar  of  Christ 
here  actually  and  divinely  present  with  her,  and  with  all  her 
children  :  working  in  them  to  will  and  to  do  according  to  the 
good  pleasure  of  God,  as  manifested  in  Jesus  Christ.  Which  he 
does  with  authority  so  plenary,  that  to  resist  and  grieve  him  is  to 
shut  ourselves  out  from  Christ ;  and  to  blaspheme  against  him, 
is  the  same  thing  as  to  make  our  bed  in  hell ;  while  to  honour, 
love,  and  obey  Christ  is  the  infallible  means  of  increasing  the 
gifts  and  graces  of  the  Spirit,  to  the  greater  glory,  through  the 
Church,  of  her  divine  Lord.' 

(d)  As  to  the  world,  the  difference  is,  that  the  Son,  who 
made  it  and  all  that  is  therein  by  the  word  of  his  power,  and 
who  is  able  to  save  it  by  the  word  of  his  grace,  rules  it  with  infi- 
nite dominion  as  head  over  all  things,  and  head  of  the  Church  ; 
by  his  revealed  will  in  the  Scriptures  commanding  all  men  to 
believe  and  repent  that  they  may  be  saved,  and  making  known 
to  the  Universe,  through  his  Church,  his  manifold  wisdom  ;  by 
his  secret  will,  upon  which  his  adorable  providence  proceeds,  con- 
ducting all  things  to  the  infinite  issue  which  God  purposed  in 
himself,  from  all  eternity.  While  the  Spirit  has  to  the  same 
fallen  world,  the  relation  of  its  divine  Reprover,  convincing  it  of 
sin,  of  righteousness,  and  of  judgment.  Of  sin,  because  they 
believe  not  in  Christ ;  of  righteousness,  because  Christ  is  gone 
to  his  Father,  and  is  seen  no  more  ;  of  judgment,  because  the 
prince  of  this  world  is  judged.  All  the  while  being  the  Spirit 
of  truth — glorifying  Christ — and  comforting  his  Church  and  his 
brethren,  and  guiding  them  into  all  truth.' 

3.  All  the  promises,  mercies  and  gifts  of  God,  are  in  Jesus 
Christ.  Out  of  him  God  is  a  consuming  fire  to  fallen  creatures. 
The  name  of  Jesus  is  the  only  name  given  under  heaven  amongst 
men,  whereby  we  must  be  saved.     Still,  there  was  a  reason, 

»  John,  xiv.  16,-17 ;  1  John,  iil  23,  24  "  John,  xvi  7-16. 
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which  God  has  clearly  stated,  which  led  him  to  bestow  oa  fiilleii 
tuari  the  iiiis}>eiikable  gift  of  his  ooly  begotten  Si>n  ;  iiiid  wo  tuust 
beware  lest  we  fall  iato  the  urror  of  BitppoBiDg,  thiit  it  was  thia 
gift  itself  which  produced  God's  purposes  of  mercy  to  us.  It  ia 
not  because  he  has  given  his  Son  to  the  world,  that  God  «o  lavea 
the  world  ;  for  then^  while  the  reason  for  the  love,  after  the  gift, 
might  btj  clear,  no  motiTa  for  the  gift  itself  would  be  exbibited. 
Tl^e  method  of  the  unBenrehiihla  riches  of  God's?  gnim^  m  eat' 
plained  by  himeelf  k^  that  Christ  loved  the  Church  and  gave 
himself  for  U  ;'  but  that  God,  who  is  rich  in  mercy,  not  only  m 
loved  U8j  that  on  account  of  that  great  love  be  quickened  ua  to- 
gt^ther  with  Christ,  even  when  we  were  dead  in  sins  ;'  but  this 
amazing  love  of  God  towards  U3,  was  manifested  in  the  very  laot 
that  he  ient  his  only  begotten  Son  into  the  worlds  that  we  migbi. 
live  through  hini.-^  And  Jesos  himself,  when  expiu^^sly  recount- 
ing the  grounds  and  objects  of  his  coming  in  the  flesh,  says  that 
it  was  Gutrs  love  for  the  world,  that  caused  him  to  give  his  only 
begot tt^u  Son 3  that  whosoever  helieveth  on  him  should  not  poriih 
but  have  everlasting  life.*  This,  then,  is  the  order  of  the»« 
mysteries  of  divine  grace  ;  the  infinite  beneficence  of  God,  is  ibo 
BDiirtH!  of  our  iri'dvatioij  ;  this  manifested  iini-lf  in  ilm  im^.  urrh- 
able  love  he  bore  to  fallen  sinners  of  the  human  race  ;  this  love 
exhibited  itself  in  the  eternal  covenant  of  grace  between  the 
Father,  and  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost  ;  the  outbirth  of  this 
eternal  Covenant  is  the  whole  Mediatoral  work  of  Immanuel^  with 
all  the  results  thereof ;  the  sending  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  upon  the 
glorification  of  the  Mediator,  after  his  work  of  humiliation  was 
over,  was  the  immediate  resnlt  both  of  that  glorification,  and  of 
the  eternal  covenant  ;  of  which  sending  of  the  Spirit,  the  actual 
result  was  the  Gospel  Church,  together  with  all  it  has  received 
with  the  Spirit,  and  by  means  of  it ;  and  the  general  and  certain 
result,  complete  salvation  by  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  total  exclu- 
sion of  sinners  from  God's  mercy,  except  through  him,  by  the 
Holy  Ghost. 

4.  This  divine  exposition  clears  the  whole  relation  of  the 
Spirit  to  the  work  of  Christ  on  one  side,  and  to  the  Goapel 
Church  on  the  other,  of  all  obscurity.  The  Spirit  considered  aa 
the  author  of  the  New  Creation,  under  all  possible  aspects  of 
that  creation,  has  relation  to  the  Godhead  as  the  third  Person 
•  Eph.,  V.  26.  •  Eph.,  il  4,  6.  » 1  John,  W.  ».  « John,  iiL  16. 
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thereof,  to  the  covenant  of  grace  as  a  party  thereto,  and  very 
especially  to  the  Son  considered  as  the  Mediator  of  that  cove- 
nant ;  but  considered  in  a  special  manner  as  the  gift  of  God 
to  the  Gospel  Church,  the  Spirit  has  direct  and  inseparable  rele- 
vancy to  the  work  of  Christ  as  the  Saviour  of  sinners.  The 
operation  of  the  Spirit,  therefore,  through  the  Church,  and  the 
doctrine  of  the  Spirit  in  the  Church,  must  depend,  always,  upon 
the  position  of  the  Church  with  reference  to  the  person  and  work 
of  Christ ;  that  is,  upon  the  amount  of  its  actual  knowledge  of  the 
Redeemer,  and  the  state  of  its  actual  faith  conceniing  him.  For 
while  it  is  universally  true,  that  all  who  are  saved,  are  so  by  means 
of  the  Covenant  of  Grace,  and,  therefore,  through  the  merits  of 
Christ,  applied  to  them  by  the  Holy  Ghost ;  still,  the  clearness, 
the  fulness,  and  the  power  of  any  particular  dispensation,  or  age, 
or  saint,  with  reference  to  the  Holy  Ghost,  could  not,  in  the 
nature  of  the  case,  exceed  the  actual  knowledge  of  Christ,  and 
the  actual  faith  thereby  possible  in  him.  And  we  are  thus  fur- 
nished with  an  explanation  of  all  those  differences  observable  in 
the  manifestation  of  the  Spirit,  under  successive  dispensations  of 
the  Church,  and  during  different  periods,  and  even  in  different 
individuals  under  the  same  dispensation.  Whatever  views  we 
may  see  fit  to  hold  concerning  the  sovereignty  of  divine  grace, 
or  the  ability  of  man  to  that  which  is  acceptable  to  God  ;  it  is 
certain  that  all  the  manifestations  of  that  grace  of  God,  which 
bringeth  salvation,  are  by  means  of  the  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ 
to  us  and  in  us  ;  both  of  which  are  accomplished  only  by  the 
divine  Spirit.* 

5.  As  soon,  then,  as  it  is  admitted  that  the  Gospel  Dispensa- 
tion is  more  clear  and  powerful,  than  the  dispensations  which 
preceded  it ;  there  remains  no  possibility  of  doubting  that  the 
gift  of  the  Spirit  under  it  exceeds,  in  the  same  degree,  all  that 
went  before.  The  more  of  Christ,  the  more  of  the  Spirit  also. 
So  that  what  took  place  on  tha  day  of  Pentecost,  and  what  has 
been  taking  place  ever  since  ;  is  no  more  than  is  inevitable,  if 
the  resurrection  and  ascension  of  the  Saviour,  be  once  admitted  : 
no  more  than  the  ancient  prophets  had  foretold  :  and  Jesus  had 
taught  his  Apostles  in  the  most  explicit  manner,  to  await  it  as 
their  unction  for  their  great  ministry.'  For  the  Church  of  the 
living  God  is  the  pillar  and  ground  of  the  truth  :  and  however 

•  Tit,  IL  11-15 ;  iii.  3-7.  *  John,  xvL  7-16 ;  Acts,  i.  3-9 ;  il  14-33. 


504  THE    KNOWLEDGE    OF    OOD.  [SOOK  V. 

great  may  he  that  mystery  of  godliuens  which  is  the  eum  of  thsl 
blessed  tnithy  the  elements  whfcli  compOH«  it  are  beyoml  all  con- 
troversy.    For  the  sum  both  of  the  truth  iiwd  of  the  mystery,  h-^ 
revealed  aa  contained  in  them  six  meoatrovertible  propofiitioDg 
namely:  God  mtinifest  in  the  flesh,  justified  in  the  Bpirit,  fioen 
of  angelsj  preached  unto  the  GentikSj  bdievcjd  on  in  the  worlds 
rt^ceived  np  into  glory.*     Of  these  six  propositions,  fiv«  Hr«,  in  & 
ma-nner  expletive  of  the  first,     The  second  is  to  the  etTeet,  tl 
the  whole  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  k  unto  the  wliole  person,  work^ 
and  glory  of  the  God-man — one  vayt^  peri^etual,  perfect  ju»ti- 
fieatiotu     And  m  the  Saviour,  the  Chtireh,  the  trutli,  and  tfc 
mystery  of  godlineBSy  are  nil  divinely  attested  by  the  Spirit :  and* 
the  ends  designed  in  all  are  made  completo  and  effectualj  through 
hitn. 

6.  In  a  peculiar  manner,  therefore^  the  Church  of  God,  after  - 
the  day  of  Pentecoat  and  until  the  Becond  coming  of  the  Son  < 
man,  is  a  Dispensation  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  It  is  a  Dispensation 
administered  by  the  glorified  Redeemer,  and  executed  by  the 
Divine  Spiritj  through  graee  and  truth, — and  as  a  Gospel  ;  and 
k  deelared  by  the  word  of  God  to  be  far  more  gloriouis  in  all  r^ 
spec  is,  th;ui  any  thit  has  preceded  it :  amongst  dtlier  thingaj 
in  the  completeness  of  our  knowledge  of  God  and  of  Christ,  and 
the  corresponding  power,  fulness,  and  extent  of  the  saving  work 
of  the  Holy  Ghost.*  Nor  is  anything  in  the  teachings  of  Christ 
more  explicit  than  what  relates  especially  to  this  subject  :  any- 
thing in  the  divine  record  concerning  the  establishment,  and 
early  life  of  the  Christian  Church,  more  distinctly  explained.  It 
16  expedient  for  you,  said  Jesus,  that  I  go  away  :  for  if  I  go  not 
away,  the  Comforter  will  not  come  unto  you  ;  but  if  I  depart,  I 
will  send  him  unto  you/  And  then  he  explained,  as  I  have  be- 
fore shown,  how  this  promised  Spirit  would  glorify  him,  both  as 
he  would  be  the  Reprover  of  the  world,  and  the  spirit  of  tmth 
in  all  believers  :  and  added  the  emphatic  promise  of  his  own  re- 
turn— the  great  promise  of  the  New,  as  his  advent  was  of  the 
Old  Testament/  And  amongst  his  last  words  to  his  Apostles 
were  these,  Behold  I  send  the  promise  of  my  Father  upon  you  : 
but  tarry  ye  in  the  city  of  Jerusalem,  until  ye  be  endued  with 
power  from  on  high."    And  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  when  the 
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great  promise  was  fulfilled,  Peter  standing  undismayed  amidst 
the  overwhelming  proofs  of  God's  immediate  presence,  explained 
to  the  wondering  multitude  gathered  around  him  in  the  temple 
from  every  quarter  of  the  earth,  the  great  miracle  and  the  great 
truth  it  attested.  This,  said  he,  is  that  which  was  spoken  by 
the  prophet  Joel,  It  shall  come  to  pass  in  the  last  days,  saith 
(Jod,  I  will  pour  out  my  Spirit  upon  all  flesh.  This  Jesus, 
whom  ye  have  taken  and  with  wicked  hands  have  crucified  and 
slain,  God  hath  raised  up,  whereof  wo  are  witnesses.  Therefore, 
being  by  the  right  hand  of  God  exalted,  and  having  received  of 
the  Father  the  promise  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  he  hath  shed  forth 
this,  which  ye  now  see  and  hear.*  It  is  added  most  significantly, 
by  the  sacred  historian,  that  the  same  day  about  three  thousand 
souls  gladly  receiving  the  word,  were  baptized  and  added  to 
them.  And  from  that  to  this,  and  from  this  day  onward,  as  long 
as  these  last  days  shall  continue,  in  the  sense  divinely  limited  : 
the  outpouring  of  God's  Spirit  upon  all  flesh,  is  the  promise 
of  the  Father  upon  which  the  continuance  of  the  Church  de- 
pends :  and  from  which  Joel,  and  Peter,  and  Paul,  each  contem- 
plating that  promise  from  a  different  point  of  view,  unite  in 
drawing  the  same  grand  conclusion  of  practical  grace,  Whoso- 
ever shall  call  on  the  name  of  the  Lord  shall  be  saved."  And 
with  this  agrees  the  wide  declaration  of  John  ;  that  the  life 
which  was  in  Christ,  was  not  only  the  light  of  men  :  but  was 
the  true  light,  that  lighteth  every  man  that  cometh  into  the 
world.'  Alike  in  duration,  in  extent,  and  in  efficacy,  the  Promise 
of  the  Father,  the  Redemption  of  the  Son,  and  the  Work  of  the 
Spirit,  go  hand  in  hand  across  all  these  last  days,  during  whose 
continuance  the  Gospel  Church  has  in  charge,  to  preach  the  gos- 
pel to  every  creature.* 

7.  There  is  a  distinction  to  be  made  between  the  manifesta- 
tions of  the  Spirit.  For  though  every  manifestation  of  him  is 
a  gift  of  God,  and  every  one  is  in  order  that  they  also  receive  it 
may  profit  withal :  yet  there  are  diversities  of  gifts  by  the  same 
Spirit,  differences  of  administration  by  the  same  Lord,  diversities 
of  operation  by  the  same  God,  which  worketh  all  in  all.  And 
the  body  also  is  one — though  its  members  like  its  gifts,  be  both 
numerous  and  diverse.    All  are  baptized  in  one  body,  by  one 
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Spirit — all  are  made  to  drink  iato  on©  Spirit — everything  being 
wrought  hj  one  and  the  flelf-sarao  Spiritj  dividing  to  m^ry  man 
teverally  as  he  will  This  distiDguisbing  peculiarity  of  our  di* 
Tine  religloD,  and  of  the  power  which  gtves  it  all  it«  vitality,  hits 
been  ckurly  and  {^yatomatically  exphiineii  by  the  Spirit  hirui^lf*' 
I  litivo  already  pointed  out  that  every  opunition  of  tbcs  Spirit 
tbat  hiiH  relatioa  to  the  covcuaiit  of  grae<«,  haa  aleo  imineilidt^ 
relevancy  to  Christ :  and  that  hia  living  operations  beiir  n  direct 
rehition  to  tijo  dearnej^s  and  folnuss  of  our  knowlcdgL*  of  CbrinL 
But  it  is  to  he  borne  in  mind  that  mme  of  the  greatest  Kod 
most  indispfiisable  operatioan  of  the  Spirit,  considored  as  und^r 
the  covetUjTit  oC  j^race,  and  hb  immediately  mlevaot  t*y  Christ, 
and  a»  direotly  indiRpenaahle  to  the  Gbiirch^  and  to  the  nalvA- 
tion  of  loeti  :  are  not  of  tliat  kind  which  disclose  hi  id  ti«  the  in- 
dwelling^ life  of  the  Church,  or  whieh  discloie  him  as  the  Quick- 
ening Spirit  in  the  human  soul,  leading  it  into  all  truth,  working 
in  it  all  holiness,  and  diffusing  through  it  divine  love  aud  peaci*. 
ThesL^  uianifystatiou«  are  diiitiuguiyhcd  by  calling  thtjm  Extraor- 
dinary, Examples  of  them,  having  immediate  connection  with 
the  gift  of  the  Spirit  to  the  Church  hy  God,  are  the  most  ro- 
nmrkahle  of  all  that  are  revealed  to  ninn.  If.  vvjis  in  one  of  these 
that  the  Apostles  of  the  Lord  received  the  Spirit,  as  the  pram- 
ise  of  the  Father,  so  signally  announced  by  Christ :  and  through 
his  unction  were  anointed  and  qualified  for  their  great  work,  as 
the  immediate  founders'of  the  Gospel  Church.  It  was  in  one 
of  these,  that  they  and  the  other  servants  of  Jesus  Christ,  who 
spake  and  wrote  as  they  were  moved  by  the  H(dy  Ghost,  who 
had  so  long  withheld  all  manifestations  of  this  kind  :  made  those 
divine  utterances,  which  are  recorded  in  the  New  Teatameot 
Scriptures,  wherein  the  revelation  of  God  is  completed.  It  w«8 
in  one  of  these,  that  miraculous  power  was  added  to  miraculous 
authority  and  miraculous  insight  :  whereby,  through  signs  and 
wonders  and  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  authority  of  the  aolioD, 
the  truth  of  the  utterance,  and  the  fitness  of  the  persons  chosen 
by  Christ,  were  all  divinely  attested.  It  has  seemed  good  to  ik» 
Head  of  the  Church,  that  these  manifestations  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  should  be  permanently  continued  only  in  their  effecta. 
And  the  whole  career  of  the  Church  since  they  ceased  to  be 
made,  sufiSciently  attests  how  thoroughly  her  very  existence  de- 
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pended  on  their  bestowal  at  first :  and  how  completely  all  her 
fitness  still  depends,  in  their  permanent  effects,  upon  their  orig- 
inal reality  and  eflBcacy. 

8.  But  it  is  by  the  saving  operation  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  that 
all  Extraordinary  Manifestations  of  himself,  can  bo  savingly  re- 
alized in  the  soul,  and  by  the  Church.  The  truth  revealed  by 
inspired  men,  remains  ;  the  work  of  the  Apostles  in  t«iking  down 
the  fabric  of  the  preceding  dispensation,  and  reconstructing  the 
Church,  also  remains  ;  the  signs  and  wonders,  and  diverse  mira- 
cles, and  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost  are  no  less  real  now,  than  when 
they  were  first  manifested.  The  whole  of  these  effects  of  the  Ex- 
traordinary Manifestations  of  the  Spirit,  are  miide  efficacious  to  us 
for  salvation,  precisely  in  the  same  manner  they  were  made  effi- 
cacious to  those  who  personally  witnessed  them  :  in  all  instances 
not  by  the  Extraordinary  Work  of  the  Spirit  which  produced 
them,  and  which  has  ceased  from  the  Church  ;  but  by  his  gra- 
cious, quickening,  enlightening,  and  sanctifying  work,  still  pow- 
erfully wrought.  And  the  mode  in  which  the  merits  of  Christ 
are  applied  to  men,  by  the  Holy  Ghost ;  and  the  efficacy  which 
he  gives  to  the  preached  Gospel,  and  to  all  the  ordinances  of 
Qod ;  are  exactly  the  same,  as  when  the  Church  manifested  her 
early  life  in  her  present  form,  amidst  miracles  and  inspiration 
under  the  teaching  and  rule  of  the  Apostles  of  the  Lord.  In 
addition  to  these  we  have  long  centuries  of  God's  most  glorious 
providence  developed  to  his  Church — and  of  his  wonderful  work- 
ing in  the  souls  of  men.  The  divine  and  saving  element  provided 
in  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  is  permanent  and  constant ;  sov- 
ereign, always,  in  the  actual  operation.  The  Extraordinary  ele- 
ment, provided  in  the  divine  gift — not  permanent  in  its  manifes- 
tation, but  permanent  in  the  effects  of  that  manifestation  :  which 
also  are  made  efficacious,  through  the  manifestation  which  is  per- 
manent. And  those  effects  survive  through  all  generations — and 
upon  every  generation  is  accumulated,  besides,  all  the  treasures 
of  practical  knowledge  and  grace,  which  all  preceding  generations 
yield :  these  last  accumulating  in  force,  under  the  continually 
increasing  proofs  of  the  presence  and  power  of  God. 

9.  The  relation  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  the  Church  is,  there- 
fore, in  every  sense  vital :  and  the  doctrine  and  life  of  the  Church 
with  reference  to  this  great  gift  of  God,  are  completely  decisive 
of  its  state.     Independently  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  there  can  be 
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no  Christian  Church— no  Christian  man.  It  was  bo  al^^ays.  But 
under  the  preseat  DispensatioDi  there  h  an  emphfisis  in  thia  great 
truth,  derived  from  all  that  is  peculiar  to  itj  in  addition  to  all 
that  is  common  to  every'  digpensation.  And  it  is  the  more  im- 
portant that  this  should  be  carefully  considered  by  every  belie ver, 
,  because  the  doctrine  of  the  Spirit,  in  itself  and  with  reference  to 
the  Church  J  m  continually  as!«uiled,  from  the  moat  opposite  qitftr- 
i ere,  and  upon  the  most  diverse  grounds.  Nor  is  there  any  point 
upon  which  the  truth  and  the  Church  can  be  assailed,  under  tiinre 
deceptioua  appearances  of  every  »ort ;  nor,  on  the  other  band, 
any  point  upon  which  all  possible  agsaults  can  bo  more  effectu- 
ally resist  ted,  as  soon  as  they  are  difidoeed^  both  by  the  evi'riaet- 
ing  testimony  of  God,  and  by  the  inward  convictions  of  every  oot 
of  bi^  children^  and  by  the  true  life  of  the  Church  itself.  It  is 
here,  therefore,  that  the  Church  is  most  secure  when  she  lives 
near  to  God— =m(^t  exposed  when  she  sinks  into  indifferencej  or 
is  carried  away  by  fanaticism.  The  more  she  cherishes  and  uses 
this  great  gift,  the  more  she  increases  while  she  scatters ;  and  the 
more  she  withholds  both  its  diligent  use,  and  its  free  bestowment, 
the  more  she  tends  to  poverty.  The  waters  of  eternal  life  am 
free  for  the  whole  family  of  man.  The  Spirit  mith  t^  fill  that 
are  athirst — come  1  Let  the  Bride,  also,  say — come  I  As  she 
leads  her  children  beside  the  still  waters,  and  teaches  them  that 
they  are  the  waters  of  eternal  life  ;  let  it  dwell  in  her  heart  that 
the  last  exhortation  of  her  Lord  is,  to  be  urgent  that  all  men 
take  of  them  freely.* 

III.— 1.  The  third  Supreme  Gift  of  God  to  his  Church,  is  Us 
Written  Word  :  concerning  which  it  remains  to  treat  briefly, 
considered  in  that  light.  It  is  in  the  third  aspect  of  the  King^ 
dom  of  God,  namely,  the  aspect  of  it  as  held  forth  in  its  mem- 
bers, and  therefore  called  his  Church;  that  the  revelation  of  the 
will  of  God  concerning  Salvation,  and  especially  that  revelation 
considered  in  its  written  and  permanent  form,  is  always  exhibited 
as  the  Gift  of  God  to  his  Kingdom.  Considered  under  the  Atet 
aspect  of  that  Kingdom, — namely,  as  the  Messianic  Kingdom : 
Christ,  the  Head  of  the  Kingdom,  and  the  Mediator  between 
God  and  man,  and  so  the  Saviour  of  the  world — ^is  the  great  Gift 
of  God  to  it.  And  considered  as  the  New  Creation,  which  is  its 
second  aspect :  the  Divine  Spirit,  sent  from  the  Father  and  the 
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Son,  whose  work  is  the  efficient  cause  of  all  salvation,  is  always 
exhibited  as  the  Gift  of  God  to  his  Kingdom.  These  gifts  of 
God  have  a  necessary  and  a  perpetual  relation  to  each  other,  and 
to  the  Kingdom  of  God,  Though  we  can  distinguish,  in  thought, 
between  the  Kingdom  itself  and  the  aspects  of  it  thus  presented  ; 
and  cannot  confound,  in  thought,  the  Kingdom  with  the  gifts 
bestowed  on  it — much  less  can  we  confound  these  gifts  with  each 
other  :  yet,  under  the  whole  oeconomy  of  salvation,  the  Kingdom 
is  not  manifested  independently  of  all  three  of  these  supreme 
gifts  of  God  to  it :  and  throughout  that  oeconomy  they  are  all' 
manifested  unto  Salvation,  always  in  precisely  the  same  relation 
to  each  other.  With  regard  to  the  Written  Word,  it  is  very 
certain  that  none  of  it  is  older  than  the  age  of  Moses ;  unless 
the  Book  of  Job  belongs  to  the  period  between  the  giving  of  cir- 
cumcision and  the  giving  of  the  Passover.  If  this  exception  be 
insisted  on,  even  then,  the  written  word  began  after  the  distinct 
organization  of  the  visible  Church  began.  And  from  Moses  until 
the  last  inspired  writer,  the  divine  organization  and  the  revela- 
tion in  a  permanent  form,  went  on  ;  till  both  were  delivered  up 
in  their  perfect  and  final  condition,  and  the  Gospel  Church  stood 
before  men,  invested  with  all  divine  gifts.  Commensurate,  too, 
with  the  rise  of  a  permanent  revelation  to  the  Church,  and  a  per- 
manent organization  of  it:  God  laid,  in  the  miraculous  preserva- 
tion of  the  first-born  in  Egypt,  the  foundation  of  priesthood  and 
ministry  for  his  gathered  Church — and  at  Sinai  restated  on  tables 
of  stone,  and  uttered  audibly  to  all  Israel,  as  the  foundation  of 
all  his  written  revelation,  that  moral  law  which  he  had  written, 
at  the  Creation,  in  the  nature  of  man.  So  that  the  divine  Teacher 
and  his  Word  of  truth,  and  the  divine  Spirit  which  justifies  him 
and  makes  it  effectual,  and  the  organic  visibility  of  the  divine 
Kindom,  and  the  permanent  institution  of  a  ministry  between 
God  and  man,  with  God's  holy  will  and  holy  ordinances  committed 
to  them :  stand  in  immediate  and  indissoluble  relation  to  each 
other,  in  the  origin  as  well  as  in  the  entire  progress  of  the  King- 
dom of  God,  considered  as  visibly  separated  from  the  world  and 
organized  as  th6  Church  of  Christ. 

2.  Whatever  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  has  done,  or  will  do  for 
his  Church,  and  by  consequence  the  foundation  of  all  that  the 
Spirit  has  done,  or  will  do,  in  her  and  by  her  :  has  no  other  infal ' 
lible  record  and  repository,  accessible  to  man  in  his  mortal  condi- 
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lion,  than  tlio  Holy  Scriptures.  The  wbok  of  them  !b  declarod 
to  be  given  by  ins  pi  ration  of  God  :  to  be  spoki^Ei  by  buly  invn  of 
God  an  ihvy  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost ;  to  be  able  to  make 
men  wi^e  unUi  salvation ^  through  fnitb  which  is  iu  Christ  Jui*us ; 
to  Ik*  profitable  P)r  doctrine,  for  reprotif^  for  cnrrection,  for  iutimo 
tioii  in  rightennsnesM  ;  to  be  the  means  wbiTcby  the  mna  t»f  God 
may  be  perfect,  thoroughly  funiinhed  unto  «lt  good  works/  Thete 
Script II rtti,  rher«.'fore,  holy  in  thcmsekcs^  and  iu  nil  they  iemh^ 
divino  in  their  »mi;in  and  id  their  contents  ;  arc  a  cr»nipl€lc  rDTO- 
Intion  from  God,  of  the  great  end  of  oar  In  inij:!  and  of  the  way 
la  which  we  may  accompliftb  it.  They  arcj  as  to  the  farm  of 
them,  invested  with  diviuo  certainty  ;  m  tu  tho  matter  of  them^ 
with  divine  autliority.  And  thus  they  are  the  only  infallible  rule 
whereby  mun  mny  know  what  duty  God  require!^  of  them^  and 
what  I  hey  ought  to  l>eliev0  concerning  him*  In  their  present 
form,  they  present  to  the  Gospel  Church  tlnjj  inoans  of  k£iowiii«^ 
the  will  of  God,  in  Horac  important  resptctWy  difll^rciit  iroto  what 
existed  under  all  previous  dift[)eniiatit»ni*— widely  m  their  jjcveml 
conditions  mny  have  differed  from  each  other,  God'n  Kingdom 
existed  in  thi.-^  world  for  many  c^nturieB^  without  poeee^ing  tiny 
WTJlten  rcvehition  of  Ids  will ;  and  it  might  have  existed  con- 
tinually, in  that  condition — through  the  same  divine  means  thai 
actually  sustained  it  so  long--or  through  whatever  other  resourcefi 
of  the  infinite  wisdom,  power,  and  grace  of  God.  As  soon  as 
God  began  to  separate  his  King<lom — visibly  and  oi^nically 
from  the  world  wl)ich  he  rejected,  he  began,  also,  to  bestow  on  it 
the  permanent  knowledge  of  his  will,  in  a  written  form — as  I 
have  before  shown.  But  under  the  Mosaic  Dispensation,  these 
written  revelations  of  the  will  of  Qod  were  given,  little  by  little, 
through  many  centuries  ;  whereas  we  possess  the  complete  and 
final  record  of  his  whole  will  concerning  our  salvation.  To  esii^ 
mate  with  some  degree  of  certainty,  the  practical  efiect  of  a  dif- 
ference which  seems  to  be  so  great ;  there  are  other  elements  of 
the  problem,  and  they  decisive,  which  are  to  be  considered.  The 
word  of  God,  when  unwritten,  was  adequate  for  the  guidance  of 
the  {indent  people  of  God  in  the  way  of  life  ;  and  the  successive 
p  rtions,  as  written,  were  adequate  in  the  Fame  way,  to  the  Jewish 
Church  But  after  the  Old  Testament  Scriptures  were  complete^ 
and  the  Jewish  Church  and  people  had  crucified  the  Lord  of  Iife,-T^ 

•  2  Pet.,  iii.  10;  2  Tim.,  iiu  15-17. 
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the  whole  hecame  a  sealed  book  unto  them— even  to  this  day. 
Aod  now  God's  entire  word,  in  its  perfect  form,  does  not  avail, 
of  itself^  to  keep  the  nominal  professors  of  the  religion  of  Jesus 
from  fatal  heresy  and  iniquity,  much  less  to  subdue  his  avowed 
enemies.  We  must  add,  therefore,  on  one  side,  the  extraordinary 
presence  of  God,  in  his  ancient  Church,  and  the  constant  mani- 
festation of  miracles,  prophecy,  and  immediate  divine  inspira- 
tion ;  and  on  the  other,  the  mighty  increase  of  the  saving  work 
of  the  Spirit,  commensurate  with  the  increase  of  the  saving  reve- 
lation of  Christ,  in  the  Gospel  Church.  So  far  from  diminishing 
the  pre-eminence  of  the  Gospel  Church  state — these  added  con- 
siderations seem  to  increase  it  greatly  ;  and  to  point  out  to  us, 
in  the  sum  of  its  relations  to  Christ,  to  the  Spirit,  and  to  the 
written  Word — ^the  ground  of  that  undeniable  supremacy  over 
all  preceding  dispensations,  which  is  so  clearly  asserted  in  the 
Gk>Bpel.' 

8.  With  the  Written  Word  complete  ;  with  Christ  crucified, 
and  then  infinitely  exalted  ;  with  the  Spirit  actually  poured  out 
according  to  the  promise  of  the  Fathe^,  actually  dwelling  in  the 
Church,  with  all  his  saving  influences;  with  her  own  organization 
complete,  according  to  the  will  of  God  ;  and  with  the  accumu- 
lated fruits  and  experience  of  eighteen  centuries  of  labour,  of 
warfare,  of  witness-bearing,  of  suffering,  and  of  rejoicing,  as  the 
Bride  of  the  Lamb  :  the  Church  of  God  presents  herself  to  the 
actual  generation  of  perishing  sinners — with  the  one  Great  Mes- 
sage, repeated  through  all  ages,  and  in  all  tongues, — Deny  thy- 
setf — take  up  thy  Cross — follow  Jesus  Christ  in  the  regeneration! 
Her  fundamental  means  of  grace,  is  the  Knowledge  of  this 
Written  Word.  Her  highest  duty,  is  to  hold  and  teach  the 
whole  counsel  of  God,  therein  revealed.  The  great  office  of  the 
ministry  given  to  her  by  Gtod,  is  to  preach  this  blessed  Gospel — 
which  is  the  power  of  God  unto  Salvation,  to  every  one  that  be- 
lieveth.  And  the  highest  necessity,  as  well  as  the  chief  duty,  of 
every  one  that  hears  the  good  tidings  of  great  joy,  glory  to  God 
in  the  highest,  on  earth  peace,  good  will  towards  men  ;  is  to 
arise  from  the  dust,  and  hail  the  blessed  day,  and  hasten  to  the 
light  of  Zion  and  to  the  brightness  of  her  rising.  For  here  is 
that  truth,  of  which  this  Church  of  God  is  the  pillar  and  ground. 
Here  is  that  household  of  faith,  of  which  Jesus  Christ  is  the 

*  OaL,  iii.  and  iv.  passim ;  lleb.,  vii.  pctssiin. 
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chief  Comer  Stone  ;  of  wliich  all  tlie  Propliets  and  Apostles  have 
been  successive  foimdatiom;  in  \v\mh  all  true  bdicverfl  are  fellow- 
citizcns  with  the  ssxints  ;  which  the  Holj  8pirit  bnilcb  together 
OS  a  liahitatioQ  ibr  God  ;  and  whose  life  is  first  given,  and  then 
perpetually  nourisheJj  through  that  incorruptible  and  imperiBh- 
able  tnitb.* 

4.  From  the  beginniDg  of  the  world  God*s  wiil  wne  made 
knowQ  to  maUj  in  a  supernatural  raannerj  concerning  all  that 
relates  to  his  spiritual  advanceuient.  It  was  so  before  the  fall 
of  man  :  still  more  emphatically  go  after  the  fall  Through  all 
the  centuries  the  revelation  of  divine  truth  continimlly  iucrcatHMl ; 
and  it  is  capable  of  being  shown — as  I  think  I  bave  shown 
in  a  former  Treatise — what  was  the  aggregate  state  of  divine 
Knowledge  among  men,  at  every  great  era  of  the  ptist — ^ancl 
what  was  added  by  God  from  period  to  period.  At  length,  all 
that  had  been  revealed  was  reduced ^  by  men  chosen  and  inspin*d 
of  Godj  into  a  written  form^  and  delivered  to  his  ancient  Chun:h 
m  so^JU  as  it  was  completely  organized  :  and  thenceforwnrtl, 
during  many  centuries,  ae  further  revelations  were  made  to  it  In 
men  chosen  and  inspired  by  God,  they  were  reduced  to  writing 
Rtid  delivered  to  the  Church.  And  coincidently  with  the  complete 
organization  and  establishmeut  of  the  Church  in  the  gospel  form 
of  it,  and  her  complete  possession  of  the  whole  revealed  troth 
of  God  unto  Salvation,  inspiration  from  God  ceased  altogether; 
and  with  it,  the  power  of  miracles,  and  the  spirit  of  prophecy, 
by  which  God  was  accustomed  to  attest  the  extraordinary  voca- 
tion of  his  divine  messengers.  And  now  for  nearly  eighteen 
centuries,  this  Gospel  Church,  visible,  universal,  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  has  possessed  this  inestimable  gift  of  God  in  this 
complete  form.  Thus  considered,  the  subject  presents  itself  to 
us  under  two  distinct  aspects.  In  the  Jirst  place,  this  complete 
revelation  must  be  contemplated  as  a  perfect  system  of  divine 
truth — independently  of  any  divine  eflScacy  external  to  the 
written  Word,  as,  for  example,  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  and  inde- 
pendently of  the  effects  of  that  superadded  efficacy,  in  us.  In 
this  aspect,  it  has  whatever  efficacy  truth,  of  itself,  has  :  and 
it  has  this  in  the  highest  degree — because  this  truth  is  complete 
— and  has  no  error  mixed  with  it  ;  and  the  failure  of  that  inhe- 
rent efficacy  of  truth,  when  this  truth  is   brought  to  bear  on 

*  1  Tim.,  iii.  15 ;  Eph.,  iL  19-22. 
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man,  is  necessarily  attributable  to  some  quality  in  man  himself— 
as,  for  example,  the  sinful  blindness  of  his  mind  or  hardness  of 
his  heart — and  not  to  the  untruth  of  truth  itself.  Uttered  by 
Qod  with  infinite  authority  and  certainty  ;  addressed  to  the 
understanding  of  man  with  perfect  simplicity,  directness,  and 
clearness,  making  known  to  him  more  distinctly  all  moral, 
spiritual,  and  eternal  things  which  he  knew  before,  and  re- 
vealing to  him  the  most  glorious  truths,  before  wholly  unknown 
to  him  ;  appealing  to  his  heart  and  conscience  in  a  manner  the 
most  effective,  by  methods  the  most  powerful,  and  with  motives 
the  most  transcendent :  whatever  it  is  possible  for  truth,  of  itself, 
to  effect,  responsive  to  itself  in  the  mind,  and  soul,  and  nature, 
and  life  of  man  ;  this  heaven-descended  truth— issuing  from  the 
bosom  of  Jehovah,  embodied  in  the  person  of  God  manifest  in 
the  flesh,  inspired  by  God  the  Holy  Ghost  ;  must  be  competent 
to  effect,  far  out  of  comparison  with  the  combined  effects  of  all 
other  truths  of  which  man  can  have  any  knowledge.  Indepen- 
dently of  any  superadded  efficacy,  this  is  the  natural  efficacy,  so 
to  speak,  of  this  gift  of  God  to  his  Church  ;  and  upon  the 
ground  thereof,  the  obligation  to  make  its  contents  known  to 
every  being  capable  of  being  influenced  by  truth,  is  complete  : 
and  the  rejection  of  it  by  any  such  being,  is  a  demonstration  of 
his  own  depravity.  But  in  the  second  place,  this  efficacy  of 
divine  truth,  transcendent  as  it  is  when  compared  with  all  analo- 
gous means  of  influencing  man  ;  is  as  nothing  compared  to 
the  efficacy  of  that  same  divine  truth,  when  it  is  used  by  the 
divine  Spirit  as  the  divine  instrument  of  our  salvation.  Just  as 
the  Spirit  executes  his  work  of  grace,  with  reference  to  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  as  the  Mediator  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace  :  so,  also, 
he  executes  that  work  with  reference  to  divine  truth  in  its  prac- 
tical application  to  our  souls, — of  which  truth  Christ,  in  all  his 
offices,  is  the  central  object.  And 'just  so  far  as  the  sacred 
Scriptures  contain  the  revelation  of  the  will  of  God  unto  salva- 
tion ;  in  the  same  degree  the  divine  truth  they  contain,  is  that 
truth  which  the  Spirit  uses  as  his  instrument,  and  with  reference 
to  which  he  performs  his  work,  in  man's  salvation.  But  as  these 
Scriptures  are  by  inspiration  of  the  Spirit  himself,  and  contain 
his  own  record  of  the  way  of  saving  sinners  :  it  is  merely  im- 
possible that  sinners  saved  through  him,  can  be  saved  by,  or 
into,  any  other  form  of  truth  ;  impossible  if  he  works  by  truth 
vou  n.  33 
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at  all,  that  ha  should  fail  to  work  fey  this  very  truth  ;  impoirible 
that  this  truth,  thus  used  by  him,  should  fail  to  effect  the  ?efy 
object  for  which  be — very  God — both  revealed  it,  made  it  per* 
loanent,  and  dow  urns  it.  This  is  the  aspect  of  tbi«  gift  of  God 
to  \m  Church  J  considered  with  reference  to  the  work  of  the  Holy 
GhoHtj  in  our  Ralvatian  ;  and  bo  considered,  it  is  absolutely  cer^ 
tain  that  the  Qonpel  of  Chriit,  is  the  power  of  God  unto  ialvation 
to  every  ooe  that  believeth  ;  and  is  the  great  means  l>estowed  ou 
the  Churoh  by  God  for  the  promotion  of  hi^  glory,  and  her  own 
blessedness* 

5.  Considered  in  itself,  and  considered  aa  the  heritage  of  tlio 
Chureh  by  the  gift  of  God^  this  Written  Word  in  capable  of  an 
appreciation  perfectly  distioct,  and  as  immense  as  we  are  cotnpe* 
tent  to  mnke.  (a)  It  is  unto  the  Church  her  divine  warranty  for 
all  that  it  is  her  duty  to  attempt  on  earth  ;  and  is,  in  additioBi 
a  divine  goamnty  of  support,  of  comfort,  and  of  final  triumph, 
in  nil  her  ftiithful  endeavours  to  accomplish  the  will  of  Qod. 
(t)  It  is  an  infullibk*  ^mdn  trj  her  faith,  ulso,  wherein  her  own 
hle8sednt*ss  is  assured,  iu  proportion  to  her  holiness  ;  and  wherein 
salvation  is  secured  to  every  one,  upon  the  single  condition  of  ac* 
copting  her  Lr>rd,  aa  their  Lorth  (c)  Widening  from  tbeao  ele- 
mental points,  it  is  the  divine  record  of  the  entire  life  of  the 
Church,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  time  ;  the  record ,  aliiO, 
of  the  career  of  the  human  race,  from  its  creation  to  the  con- 
summation of  all  things  ;  the  record,  also,  of  the  bearing  of  all 
earthly  things  upon  the  Church  and  upon  the  human  race, 
and  of  each  of  these  upon  the  other.  So  that,  standing  in  the 
midst  of  the  centuries  as  they  roll  over  her,  she  has  the  means 
of  comprehending  clearly,  both  herself  and  all  things  that 
touch,  or  in  any  wise  affect  her.  However  dark  the  place  may 
be,  she  has  a  divine  h'ght  which  shines  into  it.  (d)  Still  widian-^ 
ing,  it  carries  her  back  into  immensity  and  eternity,  setting  b^ 
fore  her  the  system  of  the  Universe,  of  which  all  earthly  things 
are  so  small  a  part, — making  known  to  her  the  position  which  tlie 
race  of  man  occupies  in  that  boundless  system — revealing  ihe 
influence  of  his  fall  and  recovery  upon  it— the  relation  of  the 
method  of  his  recovery  to  it — and  the  relation  of  all  these  Bto« 
pendous  realities  to  the  being,  the  counsel,  the  providence,  the 
grace  and  the  glory  of  God,  as  manifested  throughout  his  im- 
measurable works  and  dominion.    So  that,  face  to  face  with  the 
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unseen  world,  she  may  comprehend  her  own  mission,  and  posture 
with  relation  to  the  whole  Universe.  (€)  Still  widening,  it  opens 
before  her  the  eternity  to  come — the  life  beyond  death  with  its 
wondrous  laws — her  own  consimimation  in  boundless  glory — the 
ruin  of  all  the  enemies  of  God  with  an  endless  ruin — the  con- 
summation of  all  power,  and  wisdom,  and  justice,  and  good- 
ness and  truth,  and  love  over  all  worlds,  to  all  eternity.  And 
amidst  all  these  fearfully  immense  issues  of  so  much  force 
so  long  applied,  her  own  sublime  and  endless  exaltation — her 
own  transcendent  relations  to  God  and  to  the  Universe,  when 
God  will  be  all  and  in  all,  and  the  Universe  retrieved  from  sin, 
will  be  full  of  the  blessedness,  which  her  own  Lord  and  Saviour, 
Head  over  all,  will  have  bestowed  on  it,  through  her  his  elect 
Bride  I  So  that  all  along  her  pilgrimage  there  is  no  moment  of 
darkness  so  profound,  but  that  if  she  could  endure  it,  she  might 
have  the  vision  of  God  ;  no  moment  of  weakness  so  abject,  but 
that  if  she  could  lift  up  her  head,  she  might  behold  upon  the 
heights  of  heaven,  the  banner  that  was  dipped  in  blood  ! 

6.  We  seem  prone  to  form  the  most  erroneous  opinions,  con- 
cerning the  true  nature  of  the  Church  of  God.  On  one  side, 
men  attribute  to  her  an  authority  essentially  divine  ;  and  claim 
for  her  ordinances  and  office-bearers,  powers  which  reside  only  in 
Gtod.  On  the  other  side,  they  strip  her  of  all  authority,  reduce 
her  to  the  condition  of  a  merely  human  association,  and  look  to 
her  own  articles  and  acts  as  the  only  source  of  her  power.  Widely 
different  from  both,  God  represents  his  Church  to  be  a  real  si)ir- 
itual  Kingdom,  strictly  subordinated  to  himself,  yet  charged  with 
a  sublime  mission,  and  invested  with  authority  to  execute  a  work 
unspeakably  glorious.  Giving  to  her  his  only  begotten  Son,  his 
Divine  Spirit,  and  his  Inspired  Word,  it  is  not  possible  to  con- 
ceive that  he  could  hold  men  guiltless,  who  resist  his  purposes  of 
infinite  grace  and  mercy  through  her.  How  then,  should  those 
who  proft'ss  to  be  his  people,  pervert  her  nature,  contemn  her  au- 
thority, or  corrupt  her  life  ;  without  forfeiting  many  of  the  most 
costly  blessings  provided  for  them,  and  putting  at  hazard  the 
whole  work  to  which  they  suppose  they  are  called  ?  Where  the 
divine  Redeemer,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  the  Sacred  Scriptures 
abide — even  if  it  be  with  the  humblest  children  of  God  ;  there 
God  abides  also.  But  when  these  unspeakable  gifts  are  bestowed 
by  God  as  marks  of  his  divine  favour,  to  his  Kingdom  made 
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while  tliat  she  thus  possesses  him  as  her  owd,  he,  her  Head  and 
Lord,  is  the  Creator  of  the  universe,  by  the  word  of  whose  power 
all  things  were  made :  the  iniiDite  source  of  all  life,  and  light, 
and  truth,  and  goodness :  the  infinite  Ruler  who  controls  and 
directs  all  things  by  the  word  of  his  wisdom  :  the  infinite  Bene- 
factor, from  whom  all  blessings  flow,  and  through  the  word  of 
whose  grace  Salvation  is  bestowed  on  lost  sinners  I  Qlorioiu 
Church  I     Transcendently  glorious  Saviour  ! 

6.  It  was  with  good  reason  that  the  ancient,  comprehensive 
and  universal  symbol  of  the  Christian  Church,  expressed  con- 
spicuously amongst  its  fundamental  propositions  such  articles 
as  these :  I  believe  in  the  holy  catholic  Church — ^I  believe  in 
the  communion  of  saints — I  believe  in  the  forgiveness  of  sins 
The  earliest  and  probably  most  rational  form  of  the  first  of 
these  three  statements  was — not  that  I  believe  in — but  I 
believe  the  Church.  Either  way,  the  conviction  may  well  be 
cherished  and  asserted,  that  she,  in  the  midst  of  whom  Gtoi 
dwells,  shall  never  be  moved  :  and  that  notwithstanding  the 
malice  of  devils  and  wicked  men,  the  gates  of  hell  shall  not 
prevail  against  her/  Nor  can  it  be  doubted,  that  while  she 
holds  fast  to  Christ,  she  will  also  hold  fast  by  the  truth, 
which  he  himself  is  :  and  that  as  the  common  mother  of  all  be- 
lievers, she  will  know  and  testify  the  doctrine  of  God,  in  propor- 
tion as  she  walks  according  to  his  divine  will.*  Pure  in  Faitb, 
true  and  spiritual  in  the  Worship  of  God,  and  holy  in  Life,  she 
needs  must  be,  so  long  as  she  possesses  Christ.  Nor  can  there  be 
any  uncertainty  touching  the  universal  duty  of  the  Communioo 
of  Saints.  For  the  very  organization  of  the  visible  Church,  and 
every  ordinance  of  God  which  separates  it  from  the  world,  pre- 
sents these  two  conspicuous  aspects ;  tiiat  therein  is  a  proof  of 
God's  rejection  of  the  world,  and  therein  his  saints  constantly 
profess,  that  as  the  brethren  of  Christ,  they  are  brethren.  For 
it  is  not  possible  for  them  to  be  united  to  their  common  Head 
by  faith,  ^vithout  being  united  to  each  other  in  love.*  Bat  one 
of  the  highest  obligations  of  Christian  love,  as  well  as  one  of  its 
clearest  manifestations,  is  the  perpetual  endeavour  to  keep  the 
unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bonds  of  peace :  since  we  know  that 
we  are  one  body,  and  have  one  hope  of  our  calling,  through  one 

»  Psalm  xlvL  poMim;  Matt,  xvi.  15-18.  *  Gal.,  iv.  26,  27  ;  John,  viL  17. 
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Lord,  one  Spirit,  one  faith,  one  baptism,  one  God  and  Father  of 
all.*  Nor  is  this  communion  of  Saints  less  important  in  itself, 
than  it  is  clear  in  its  grounds  and  obligations.  For  whether  wu 
consider  the  nature  of  the  case,  or  the  plain  intimations  of  the 
Scriptures,  there  is  no  ordinary  possibility  of  Salvation,  out  of 
the  Cluirch  of  Christ.'  For  the  forgiveness  of  Sin,  which  is  the 
third  point,  and  which  the  Church  has  in  charge  to  proclaim,  in 
the  name  of  Jesus,  to  every  creature,  as  the  very  essence  of  the 
Gospel  unto  them  :  and  in  the  reality  of  which,  we  profess  our 
trust,  through  the  means  revealed  in  the  Gospel :  has  no  exist- 
ence whatever,  except  in  connection  with  the  person  and  work 
of  Christ.  It  is  by  her  ministry,  that  proclamation  of  this  for- 
giveness of  sin,  is  made  to  fallen  men  :  it  is  by  her  ordinances, 
that  this  forgiveness  is  sealed  to  penitent  sinners  :  it  is  through 
her  worship  that  they  are  built  up  in  the  sense  and  the  fruits  of 
it :  it  is  the  Saviour,  the  Spirit,  and  the  Word,  which  are  God's 
supreme  gifts  to  her,  whereby  any  possibility  exists  that  God  can 
be  just,  and  justify  the  xingodly.  When  we  say,  therefore,  that 
we  believe  in  the  holy  catholic  Church :  and  immediately  add, 
that  we  believe  in  the  communion  of  saints,  and  in  the  forgive- 
ness of  sins  ;  we  give  utterance  to  the  most  vital  truths  touching 
the  nature  and  office  of  the  Church,  considered  as  in  possession 
of  the  divine  Redeemer,  as  God's  unspeakable  Gift.' 

7.  I  think  I  have  shown  conclusively,  in  another  place,  that 
the  salvation  of  sinners  is  inconceivable  upon  any  supposition  of 
the  mode  of  the  divine  existence,  materially  different  from  that 
revealed  to  us  :  and  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  plan  of  salva- 
tion actually  revealed  to  us,  is  incomprehensible,  except  on  the 
supposition  that  the  mode  of  the  divine  existence  revealed  in 
connection  with  it,  is  that  of  three  Persons  in  one  Essence. 
What  is  commonly  called  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  is  there- 
fore, at  the  foundation  of  all  practical  godliness,  as  well  as  of  all 
exact  knowledge  concerning  God,  and  all  intelligible  exposition 
of  the  life  and  immortality  brought  to  light  in  the  Gospel.  This 
makes  it  very  wonderful,  that  this  great  doctrine  should  have 
been  considered  a  mystery  of  that  kind,  that  can  have  no  imme- 
diate relation  to  the  life  of  God  in  the  human  soul.  But  when 
it  is  so  considered,  it  makes  it  very  plain  why  systems  of  The- 

»  Eph.,  iv.  1-6.  "  Acta,  il  47  ;  iv.  14 ;  xL  21-24 
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bmce  everything  wbich  gives  mibilityj  orgaDization,  and  eSi<mcj 
to  tlie  Kingdom  of  God  as  now  macifeated  in  this  world,  consid- 
ered as  the  Church  of  Christ.  Of  the  three  supreme  Gifti  of 
God  to  this  Church  J  which  I  hare  considered  in  the  precodiog 
chapter^  only  the  third  ono~his  written  word — can  bo  confiidcred 
m  strictly  an  ordinance  ;  and  that^  perhaps,  only  in  its  fi»rm  as 
written  and  therefore  permanent.  Nevertheless ^  there  is  a  pro- 
found sense  in  which  not  only  the  written  word,  hut,  also^  both 
the  Saviour  and  the  Spirit  are,  as  I  have  endeavoured  to  exphvinj 
peculiar  Gifts  of  God  to  kis  Church  visible  and  organized,  pecn- 
liariy  related  to  all  these  ordinances  bestowed  on  her  in  thuee  re* 
Bpects.  The  chief  of  those  ordinances  by  means  of  which  thc^ 
three  supremo  Gifts  of  God  are  made  effectual^  I  am  now  to  con- 
sider as  briefly  as  I  can.  First  generally  ;  afterwards  those  called 
sacraments,  more  particularly ;  then  the  office-bearers  who  ad* 
minister  them,  and  the  Government  which  these  office-hearers 
compose  and  administer  by  the  ordination  of  God.  In  this  man- 
ner the  analogy  will  be  complete  between  the  necond  and  third 
books  of  this  Treatise,  on  one  side,  wherein  the  Subjoctive 
Knowledge  of  God^  first  in  the  actual  work  in  the  individual 
soul  and  then  in  the  effects  of  that  work,  is  clisclosod  ;  au^  iho. 
fourth  and  fifth  books  on  the  other  side,  wherein  first  the  actoal 
constitution  of  the  visible  Church,  and  then  the  outward  divine 
movement  of  it,  are  attempted  to  be  demonstrated.  And  thns 
the  whole  Treatise  to  the  end  of  this  book,  ought  to  present  to 
us  one  large  and  connected  demonstration  of  the  mode  in  which 
God  saves  his  elect,  the  personal  work  in  their  souls,  their  indi- 
vidual lives  resulting  therefrom,  their  organization  into  a  visible 
Church,  the  true  nature,  end,  and  work  of  that  Church,  the 
supreme  Gifts  of  God  to  it,  its  divine  ordinances,  its  divinely- 
ordained  office-bearers,  and  divinely-appointed  Government  aod 
the  movement  thereof. 

II. — 1.  The  consecration  of  man  to  the  service  and  enjoymrat 
of  Gk)d,  and  therewith  his  investiture  by  God  with  dominion  ov^er, 
and  property  in,  the  earth  and  all  things  therein,  and  the  divine 
command  to  possess  and  to  replenish  it  with  his  seed ;  waa  cota- 
cident  with  the  creation  of  the  first  parents  of  our  race.*  The 
other  great  act  of  God's  providence  preceding  the  Oovenant  of 
Works,  was  that  he  blessed  the  seventh  day,  and  sanctified  it.' 

>  Gen.,  I  27-30.  s  Gm,  it  1^ 
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Throughout  the  Scriptures  no  two  ideas  are  more  perpetually 
held  forth,  than  these  two  of  the  primeval  coDsecration  of  man 
and  of  the  Sabbath  ;  and  amidst  the  great  variety  of  aspects  in 
which  the  latter  is  presented  to  us,  we  are  never  left  in  doubt 
that  it  is  a  fundamental  element  in  the  moral  system  of  the  uni- 
verse to  which  man  appertains.  Its  primary  conception  is  that 
of  a  hallowed  rest,  whose  use  shall  be  the  special  worship  of  God, 
the  cultivation  of  the  divine  life  in  our  own  souls,  and  the  doing 
of  good  to  our  fellow-men.  It  is,  therefore,  a  divine  ordinance 
containing  in  itself,  in  some  sort,  a  summary  of  all  human  obli- 
gation ;  our  duty,  namely,  to  God,  to  ourselves,  and  to  each 
other.  In  this  manner  we  see  it  connected  with  the  whole 
work  of  Gk)d,  as  manifested  in  creation,  in  providence,  and  in 
grace.  In  this  manner  it  is  connected  with  the  origin,  course, 
and  destiny  of  our  race  under  both  Covenants,  under  every 
dispensation  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace,  with  reference  to  our 
entire  being  in  this  life,  and  to  all  the  issues  of  it  in  the  life 
to  come. 

2.  I  have  already  pointed  out  the  fact  of  its  institution  in 
immediate  connection  with  the  work  of  creation,  and  as  one  of 
the  two  great  acts  of  God's  providence  towards  man  in  his  estate 
of  original  perfection.  And  the  reason  of  that  connection,  and 
of  the  connection  of  those  two  acts  of  God  towards  man  with 
each  other,  is  clearly  and  repeatedly  given  by  him.  The  act 
commemorated,  alike,  God's  work  of  creation,  and  God's  ceasing 
from  further  creative  work,  in  ineffable  repose,  when  that  work 
was  done,  and  he  saw  that  everything  he  had  made  was  very 
good :  and  it  ordained  that  man,  the  created  and  the  blessed 
head  of  this  whole  work,  should  thus  commemorate,  forever,  his 
own  origin  and  blessedness,  and  the  being,  and  glory,  and  work, 
and  rest  of  God,  in  whose  image  he  was  created.'  And  this  was 
its  special  use,  under  both  covenants — with  such  additions  as  in- 
creasing revelations  of  the  grace  of  God  made  thereto — until  the 
work  of  humiliation  by  Christ  was  complete,  and  he  had  risen 
from  the  dead.  Its  connection  with  the  moral  nature  of  man,, 
and  the  moral  Law  written  in  that  nature  by  God  at  the  creation 
of  man,  is  no  less  immediate.  When  God,  at  Sinai,  restored  upon 
two  tables  of  stone,  the  sum  of  that  unalterable  rule  of  all  duty 
required  of  man,  and  laid  it  at  the  foundation  of  his  written 

>  G^n.,  iL  1-3;  Exod.,  xx.  8-11. 
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tigDj  than  the  Holy  Scriptures,  Tho  whole  of  them  is  dccln 
ta  be  given  by  iuspimtion  of  God  :  to  be  spokeo  by  holy  men 
Qgd  m  they  were  moved  by  the  Huly  Ghost :  to  be  able  to  nmki 
men  wise  luitti  salvatioDj  through  faith  which  in  in  Christ  JeitQSj 
to  1h*  profitablt?  fur  doctrine,  for  repniof^  for  coiTection,  for  iiistrac 
tion  \n  ngUteniisiiess  ;  to  be  thti  nii^sms  whereby  the  mtm  of  Gc 
may  bo  perfect ,  thoroughly  furnished  unto  all  good  works/  The 
Script  lire**,  therefore,  holy  in  tbemselveSj  and  in  nil  they  ti'acli^ 
divine  in  their  origin  and  in  their  conteiits  ;  arc  a  complete  revc 
totion  from  God,  of  tho  great  end  of  our  hciTi^j^,  and  i*f  the  way^ 
in  whioh  we  may  uccompHah  it.  They  are,  as  to  the  furm 
them  J  invested  with  divine  certainty  ;  as  to  the  matter  of  thee 
with  divine  authority.  And  thus  they  aro  tbo  only  infaUibk  ruk 
whereby  men  njj*y  know  what  duty  God  requires  of  them,  And 
what  they  ou^ht  to  believe  concerning  him.  In  their  pr 
form,  tiiey  ]>ieflcnt  to  the  Gosptd  Church  the  mentis  of  knof 
tho  will  of  God,  in  »*ofDe  important  reaptjcts,  different  trom  wlia| 
existed  under  all  previous  dispensatitmfi — widely  as  thw  »efc 
condittori«  may  have  differed  from  midx  other.  God's  Kingtdai] 
exiflted  ill  thi:^  world  for  many  centuries,  without  posseting  »n^^ 
written  T<?velation  of  his  will ;  and  it  might  have  existed  €00- 
tinually,  in  that  condition — through  the  same  divine  means  thai 
actually  sustained  it  s)  long — or  through  whatever  other  resouroefi 
of  tho  infinite  wisdom,  power,  and  grace  of  Gtod.  As  soon  as 
God  began  to  separate  his  Kingdom — visibly  and  oi^nically 
from  the  world  which  he  rejected,  ho  began,  also,  to  bestow  on  it 
the  pernmnent  knowledge  of  his  will,  in  a  written  form — as  I 
have  before  shown.  But  under  the  Mosaic  Dispensation,  these 
written  revelations  of  the  will  of  Gxxi  were  given,  little  by  little, 
through  many  centuries  ;  whereas  we  possess  the  complete  and 
final  record  of  his  whole  will  concerning  our  salvation.  To  esti- 
mate with  some  degree  of  certainty,  the  practical  effect  of  a  dif- 
ference which  seems  to  be  so  great ;  there  are  other  elements  <rf 
the  problem,  and  they  decisive,  which  are  to  be  considered.  The 
word  of  God,  when  unwritten,  was  adequate  for  the  guidance  of 
the  (uicient  people  of  God  in  the  way  of  life  ;  and  the  successive 
p  rti<  ns,  as  written,  were  adequate  in  the  Fame  way,  to  the  Jewish 
Chureh  But  after  the  Old  Testament  Scriptures  were  compleiey 
and  the  Jewish  Church  and  people  had  crucified  the  Lord  of  life,-?* 

'  2  Pet.,  iii.  IC;  2  Tim.,  ul.  15-17. 
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the  whole  became  a  sealed  book  unto  them — even  to  this  day. 
And  DOW  God's  entire  word,  in  its  perfect  form,  does  not  avaU, 
of  itself,  to  keep  the  nominal  professors  of  the  religion  of  Jesus 
from  fatal  heresy  and  iniquity,  much  less  to  subdue  his  avowed 
enemies.  We  must  add,  therefore,  on  one  side,  the  extraordinary 
presence  of  God,  in  his  ancient  Church,  and  the  constant  mani- 
festation of  miracles,  prophecy,  and  immediate  divine  inspira- 
tion ;  and  on  the  other,  the  mighty  increase  of  the  saving  work 
of  the  Spirit,  commensurate  with  the  increase  of  the  saving  reve- 
lation of  Christ,  in  the  Gospel  Church.  So  far  from  diminishing 
the  pre-eminence  of  the  Gospel  Church  state — these  added  con- 
siderations seem  to  increase  it  greatly  ;  and  to  point  out  to  us, 
in  the  sum  of  its  relations  to  Christ,  to  the  Spirit,  and  to  the 
written  Word — the  ground  of  that  undeniable  supremacy  over 
all  preceding  dispensations,  which  is  so  clearly  asserted  in  the 
Gospel.' 

8.  With  the  Written  Word  complete  ;  with  Christ  crucified, 
and  then  infinitely  exalted  ;  with  the  Spirit  actually  poured  out 
according  to  the  promise  of  the  Fathe^,  actually  dwelling  in  the 
Church,  with  all  his  saving  influences;  with  her  own  organization 
complete,  according  to  the  will  of  God  ;  and  with  the  accumu- 
lated fruits  and  experience  of  eighteen  centuries  of  labour,  of 
warfare,  of  witness-bearing,  of  suffering,  and  of  rejoicing,  as  the 
Bride  of  the  Lamb :  the  Church  of  God  presents  herself  to  the 
actual  generation  of  perishing  sinners — with  the  one  Great  Mes- 
sage, repeated  through  all  ages,  and  in  all  tongues, — Deny  thy- 
self— take  up  thy  Cross — follow  Jesus  Christ  in  the  regeneration! 
Her  fundamental  means  of  grace,  is  the  Knowledge  of  this 
Written  Word.  Her  highest  duty,  is  to  hold  and  teach  the 
whole  counsel  of  God,  therein  revealed.  The  great  office  of  the 
ministry  given  to  her  by  God,  is  to  preach  this  blessed  Gospel — 
which  is  the  power  of  God  unto  Salvation,  to  every  one  that  be- 
lieveth.  And  the  highest  necessity,  as  well  as  the  chief  duty,  of 
every  one  that  hears  the  good  tidings  of  great  joy,  glory  to  God 
in  the  highest,  on  earth  peace,  good  will  towards  men  ;  is  to 
arise  from  the  dust,  and  hail  the  blessed  day,  and  hasten  to  the 
light  of  Zion  and  to  the  brightness  of  her  rising.  For  here  is 
that  truth,  of  which  this  Church  of  God  is  the  pillar  and  ground. 
Here  is  that  household  of  faith,  of  which  Jesus  Christ  is  the 

'  OaL,  iii.  aod  iv, passim;  lleb.,  vii.  passim. 
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ner  Stone  ;  of  which  all  the  Prophets  and  Apostles  hare 

?BsiFe  foundations;  in  Ti^hich  all  true  believers  are  fellow- 

p&H  with  the  saints  ;  which  the  Holy  Spirit  buUds  together 

liabitation  for  God  ;  and  whose  lif«  is  first  given,  and  then 

ally  nourished  y  through  that  iucorruptible  and  imperiah- 

mth/ 

im  the  heginniog  of  th©  world  God's  will  was  niade 
wn  to  man,  in  a  supornatuml  inannt*?,  concerning  all  that 
.*s  to  his  spiritual  advancomont  It  waa  so  beforo  thii  fall 
aan  ;  «till  more  emphatically  after  the  fall  Thnnigh  all 
seoturiea  the  revelation  of  divii  truth  continitally  increaecd  ; 
it  18  capable  of  being  eh  ^m  I  think  I  bavo  fihovm 
former  Treatise — what  i  e  aggregate  state  of  dirine 

Rfledge  among  men,  at  i  jreat  era  of  the  past — awtl 

I  added  by  God  from  d  to  period.     At  length,  all 

I  been  revealed  was  re-  by  men  chosen  and  inmpiivAi 

into  a  written  form,  at  ivered  to  his  ancient  Charch 

as  it  was  completelj  nized  :    and   theuceforwanl, 

ing  many  centuries,  as  further  revelations  w^m  mado  to  it  hy 
men  chosen  and  inspired  by  Grodj  they  were  reduced  to  writing 
and  delivered  to  the  Church.  And  coincidently  with  the  complett* 
organization  and  eatablishmeut  of  the  Churcli  in  the  gospel  foTiii 
of  it,  and  her  complete  possession  of  the  whole  revealed  troth 
of  God  unto  Salvation,  inspiration  from  God  ceased  altogether ; 
and  with  it,  the  power  of  miracles,  and  the  spirit  of  prophecy, 
by  which  God  was  accustomed  to  attest  the  extraordinary  voca- 
tion of  his  divine  messengers.  And  now  for  nearly  eighteen 
centuries,  this  Gospel  Church,  visible,  universal,  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  has  possessed  this  inestimable  gift  of  God  in  this 
complete  form.  Thus  considered,  the  subject  presents  itself  to 
us  under  two  distinct  aspects.  In  the  Jirst  place,  this  complete 
revelation  must  be  contemplated  as  a  perfect  system  of  divine 
truth — independently  of  any  divine  eflScacy  external  to  the 
written  Word,  as,  for  example,  of  the  Holy  Spirit  ;  and  inde- 
pendently of  the  effects  of  that  superadded  efficacy,  in  us.  In 
this  aspect,  it  has  whatever  efficacy  truth,  of  itself,  has  :  and 
it  has  this  in  the  highest  degree — because  this  truth  is  complete 
— and  has  no  error  mixed  with  it  ;  and  the  failure  of  that  inhe- 
rent efficacy  of  truth,  when  this  truth  is   brought  to  bear  cm 

*  1  Tim.,  iii.  15 ;  Eph.,  il  19-22. 
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man,  is  necessarily  attributable  to  some  quality  in  man  himself— 
as,  for  example,  the  sinful  blindness  of  his  mind  or  hardness  of 
his  heart — and  not  to  the  untruth  of  truth  itself.  Uttered  by 
God  with  infinite  authority  and  certainty  ;  addressed  to  the 
understanding  of  man  with  perfect  simplicity,  directness,  and 
clearness,  making  known  to  him  more  distinctly  all  moral, 
spiritual,  and  eternal  things  which  he  knew  before,  and  re- 
vealing to  him  the  most  glorious  truths,  before  wholly  unknown 
to  him  ;  appealing  to  his  heart  and  conscience  in  a  manner  the 
most  effective,  by  methods  the  most  powerful,  and  with  motives 
the  most  transcendent :  whatever  it  is  possible  for  truth,  of  itself, 
to  effect,  responsive  to  itself  in  the  mind,  and  soul,  and  nature, 
and  life  of  man  ;  this  heaven-descended  truth — issuing  from  the 
bosom  of  Jehovah,  embodied  in  the  person  of  God  manifest  in 
the  flesh,  inspired  by  God  the  Holy  Ghost  ;  must  be  competent 
to  effect,  far  out  of  comparison  with  the  combined  effects  of  all 
other  truths  of  which  man  can  have  any  knowledge.  Indepen- 
dently of  any  superadded  efficacy,  this  is  the  natural  efficacy,  so 
to  speak,  of  this  gift  of  God  to  his  Church  ;  and  upon  the 
ground  thereof,  the  obligation  to  make  its  contents  known  to 
every  being  capable  of  being  influenced  by  truth,  is  complete  : 
and  the  rejection  of  it  by  any  such  being,  is  a  demonstration  of 
his  own  depravity.  But  in  the  second  place,  this  efficacy  of 
divine  truth,  transcendent  as  it  is  when  compared  with  all  analo- 
gous means  of  influencing  man  ;  is  as  nothing  compared  to 
the  efficacy  of  that  same  divine  truth,  when  it  is  used  by  the 
divine  Spirit  as  the  divine  instrument  of  our  salvation.  Just  as 
the  Spirit  executes  his  work  of  grace,  with  reference  to  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  as  the  Mediator  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace  :  so,  also, 
he  executes  that  work  with  reference  to  divine  truth  in  its  prac- 
tical application  to  our  souls, — of  which  truth  Christ,  in  all  his 
offices,  is  the  central  object.  And 'just  so  far  as  the  sacred 
Scriptures  contain  the  revelation  of  the  will  of  God  unto  salva- 
tion ;  in  the  same  degree  the  divine  truth  they  contain,  is  that 
truth  which  the  Spirit  uses  as  his  instrument,  and  with  reference 
to  which  he  performs  his  work,  in  man's  salvation.  But  as  these 
Scriptures  are  by  inspiration  of  the  Spirit  himself,  and  contain 
his  own  record  of  the  way  of  saving  sinners  :  it  is  merely  im- 
possible that  sinners  saved  through  him,  can  be  saved  by,  or 
into,  any  other  form  of  truth  ;  impossible  if  he  works  by  truth 
VOL.  n.  33 
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at  all  J  that  he  should  fail  to  work  hj  this  very  trttth  ;  imposflible 
that  this  truth,  thus  u&ed  by  liim,  should  foil  to  effect  the  vety 
object  for  wiiidi  lie — very  Qod — both  revealed  it,  made  it  pep- 
manent,  and  now  uses  it  This  is  the  aspect  of  thii  gift  of  God 
to  his  Churchy  cooaidered  with  reference  to  the  work  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  in  our  salvation  ;  and  so  considered,  it  is  absolutely  oer- 
tain  that  the  (lospel  of  Christy  is  the  power  of  Gad  UDto  smlratioo 
to  every  one  that  believeth  ;  and  ia  the  irreat  means  bestowed  on 
the  Church  by  God  for  the  promotion  of  his  glory,  and  her  own 
blessed  n  ess. 

6,  Considered  in  it  self,  and  considered  as  the  heritage  of  the 
Church  by  the  gift  of  God,  this  Written  Word  18  capable  of  an 
appreciation  perfectly  diittnct^  and  as  immense  as  we  are  compd* 
tent  to  nnike»  (a)  It  is  unto  the  Church  her  divine  warranty  for 
all  that  il  is  her  duty  to  attempt  on  earth  ;  and  i»,  in  additioii, 
a  divine  guaranty  of  support,  of  comfort,  and  of  final  triumph, 
in  nil  her  faithful  endoavoura  to  accomplish  the  will  of  Grod- 
(b)  It  is  an  infallibk'!  guide  to  her  faith,  also,  wherein  her  own 
blesitednefts  is  aKsured,  in  ])rop)rt2on  to  her  holiness  ;  and  wherein 
salvation  is  secured  to  every  one,  upon  the  single  condition  of  ac- 
cepting Iior  L!>rd,  as  their  Loi^,  (e)  Widening  frora  these  el<s 
mental  points,  it  is  the  divine  record  of  the  entire  life  of  the 
Church,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  time  ;  the  record,  aluo, 
of  the  career  of  the  human  race,  from  its  creation  to  the  cqii- 
summation  of  all  things  ;  the  record,  also,  of  the  bearing  of  all 
earthly  things  upon  the  Church  and  upon  the  human  race, 
and  of  each  of  these  upon  the  other.  So  that,  standing  in  the 
midst  of  the  centuries  as  they  roll  over  her,  she  has  the  means 
of  comprehending  clearly,  both  herself  and  all  things  tbal 
touch,  or  in  any  wise  affect  her.  However  dark  the  place  may 
be,  she  has  a  divine  light  which  shines  into  it.  (d)  Still  wklien- 
ing,  it  carries  her  back  into  immensity  and  eternity,  setting  b^ 
fore  her  the  system  of  the  Universe,  of  which  all  earthly  thingi 
are  so  small  a  part, — making  known  to  her  the  position  which  tlie 
race  of  man  occupies  in  that  boundless  system — revealing  IhA 
influence  of  his  fall  and  recovery  upon  it— 'the  relation  of  tbe 
method  of  his  recovery  to  it — and  the  relation  of  all  these  ala* 
pendens  realities  to  the  being,  the  counsel,  the  providence,  the 
grace  and  the  glory  of  God,  as  manifested  throughout  his  im- 
measurable works  and  dominion.    So  that,  face  to  face  with  the 
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unseen  world,  she  may  comprehend  ber  own  mission,  and  poetare 
with  relation  to  the  whole  Universe.  (€)  Still  widening,  it  opens 
before  her  the  eternity  to  come — the  life  beyond  death  with  its 
wondrous  laws — ^her  own  conBiimmation  in  boundless  glory — the 
ruin  of  all  the  enemies  of  God  with  an  endless  ruin — tbe  con- 
summation of  all  power,  and  wisdom,  and  justice,  and  good- 
ness and  truth,  and  love  over  all  worlds,  to  all  eternity.  And 
amidst  all  these  fearfully  immense  issues  of  so  much  force 
so  long  applied,  her  own  sublime  and  endless  exaltation — ber 
0¥m  transcendent  relations  to  God  and  to  the  Universe,  when 
God  will  be  all  and  in  all,  and  tbe  Universe  retrieved  from  sin, 
will  be  fuU  of  tbe  blessedness,  which  her  own  Lord  and  Saviour, 
Head  over  all,  will  have  bestowed  on  it,  througb  her  his  elect 
Bride  !  So  that  all  along  her  pilgrimage  there  is  no  moment  of 
darkness  so  profound,  but  that  if  she  could  endure  it,  she  might 
have  the  vision  of  God  ;  no  moment  of  weakness  so  abject,  but 
that  if  she  could  lift  up  her  head,  she  might  behold  upon  the 
heights  of  heaven,  the  banner  that  was  dipped  in  blood  ! 

6.  We  seem  prone  to  form  the  most  erroneous  opinions,  con- 
cerning the  true  nature  of  the  Church  of  God.  On  one  side, 
men  attribute  to  her  an  authority  essentially  divine  ;  and  claim 
for  her  ordinances  and  office-bearers,  powers  which  reside  only  in 
Qod.  On  the  other  side,  they  strip  her  of  all  authority,  reduce 
her  to  the  condition  of  a  merely  human  association,  and  look  to 
her  own  articles  and  acts  as  the  only  source  of  her  power.  Widely 
different  from  both,  God  represents  his  Church  to  be  a  real  spir- 
itual Kingdom,  strictly  subordinated  to  himself,  yet  charged  with 
a  sublime  mission,  and  invested  with  authority  to  execute  a  work 
unspeakably  glorious.  Giving  to  her  his  only  begotten  Son,  his 
Divine  Spirit,  and  his  Inspired  Word,  it  is  not  possible  to  con- 
ceive tiiat  he  could  hold  men  guiltless,  who  resist  his  purposes  of 
infinite  grace  and  mercy  through  her.  How  then,  should  those 
who  profess  to  be  his  people,  pervert  her  nature,  contemn  her  au- 
thority, or  corrupt  her  life  ;  without  forfeiting  many  of  the  most 
costly  blessings  provided  for  them,  and  putting  at  hazard  the 
whole  work  to  which  they  suppose  they  are  called  ?  Where  the 
divine  Redeemer,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  the  Sacred  Scriptures 
abide — even  if  it  be  with  the  humblest  children  of  God  ;  there 
God  abides  also.  But  when  these  unspeakable  gifts  are  bestowed 
by  God  ns  marks  of  bis  divine  favour,  to  his  Kingdom  made 
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Spirit — all  are  made  to  drink  into  one  Spirit — eveiythiog  being 
wrought  by  one  and  the  self-same  Spirit,  dividing  to  cveiy  msD 
severally  as  he  will.     This  distinguishing  peculiaritj  of  onr  di- 
vine religion,  and  of  the  power  which  gives  it  all  its  vitality,  hai 
been  clearly  and  systematically  explained  by  the  Spirit  himself.' 
I  have  already  pointed  out  that  every  operation  of  the  Spirit 
that  has  relation  to  the  covenant  of  grace,  has  also  immediate 
relevancy  to  Christ :  and  that  his  saving  operations  bear  a  direct 
relation  to  the  clearness  and  fulness  of  our  knowledge  of  Christ. 
But  it  is  to  bo  borne  in  mind  that  some  of  the  greatest  and 
most  indispensable  operations  of  the  Spirit,  considered  as  ander 
the  covenant  of  [:;race,  and  as  immediately  relevant  to  Christ, 
and  as  directly  indisi)ensable  to  the  Church,  and  to  the  salvi- 
tion  of  men  :  are  not  of  that  kind  which  disclose  him  as  the  in- 
dwelling life  of  the  Church,  or  which  disclose  him  as  the  Qaick- 
ening  Spirit  in  the  human  soul,  leading  it  into  all  truth,  working 
in  it  all  holiness,  and  diffusing  through  it  divine  love  and  peace. 
These  manifestations  are  distinguished  by  calling  them  Extraor- 
dinary.    Examples  of  them,  having  immediate  connection  witli 
the  gift  of  the  Spirit  to  the  Church  by  God,  are  the  most  re- 
markable of  all  that  are  revealed  to  man.    It  was  in  one  of  these 
that  the  Apostles  of  the  Lord  received  the  Spirit,  as  the  prom- 
ise of  the  Father,  so  signally  announced  by  Christ :  and  through 
his  unction  were  anointed  and  qualified  for  their  great  work,  as 
the  immediate  founders'of  the  Gospel  Church.     It  was  in  one 
of  these,  that  they  and  the  other  servants  of  Jesus  Christ,  who 
spake  and  wrote  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  who 
had  so  long  withheld  all  manifestations  of  this  kind  :  made  those 
divine  utterances,  which  are  recorded  in  the  New  Testament 
Scriptures,  wherein  the  revelation  of  God  is  completed.     It  was 
in  one  of  these,  that  miraculous  power  was  added  to  miraculooi 
authority  and  miraculous  insight  :  whereby,  thr^mgh  signs  and 
wonders  and  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  authority  of  the  action, 
the  truth  of  the  utterance,  and  the  fitness  of  the  persons  choten 
by  Christ,  were  all  divinely  attested.     It  has  seemed  good  to  the 
Head,  of  the  Church,  that  these  manifestations  of  the   Holy 
Ghost,  should  be  permanently  continued  only  in  their  eflfecta 
And  the  whole  career  of  the  Church  since  they  ceased  to  be 
made,  sufficiently  attests  how  thoroughly  her  very  existence  de- 

'  1  Oor.,  xlL  passim. 


CHAP.  XXVII.]  GIFT    OF    THR    BPIBIT.  507 

pended  on  their  bestowal  at  first :  and  how  completely  all  her 
fitness  still  depends,  in  their  permanent  effects,  upon  their  orig- 
inal reality  and  eflScacy. 

8.  But  it  is  by  the  saving  operation  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  that 
all  Extraordinary  Manifestations  of  himself,  can  bo  savingly  re- 
alized in  the  soul,  and  by  the  Church.  The  truth  revealed  by 
inspired  men,  remains  ;  the  work  of  the  Apostles  in  taking  down 
the  fabric  of  the  preceding  dispensation,  and  reconstructing  the 
Church,  also  remains  ;  the  signs  and  wonders,  and  diverse  mira- 
cles, and  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost  are  no  less  real  now,  than  when 
they  were  first  manifested.  The  whole  of  these  effects  of  the  Ex- 
traordinary Manifestations  of  the  Spirit,  are  made  efficacious  to  us 
for  salvation,  precisely  in  the  same  manner  they  were  made  effi- 
cacious to  those  who  personally  witnessed  them  :  in  all  instances 
not  by  the  Extraordinary  Work  of  the  Spirit  which  produced 
them,  and  which  has  ceased  from  the  Church  ;  but  by  his  gra- 
cious, quickening,  enlightening,  and  sanctifying  work,  still  pow- 
erfully wrought.  And  the  mode  in  which  the  merits  of  Christ 
are  applied  to  men,  by  the  Holy  Ghost ;  and  the  efficacy  which 
he  gives  to  the  preached  Gospel,  and  to  all  the  ordinances  of 
God ;  are  exactly  the  same,  as  when  the  Church  manifested  her 
early  life  in  her  present  form,  amidst  miracles  and  inspiration 
under  the  teaching  and  rule  of  the  Apostles  of  the  Lord.  In 
addition  to  these  we  have  long  centuries  of  God's  most  glorious 
providence  developed  to  his  Church — and  of  his  wonderful  work- 
ing in  the  souls  of  men.  The  divine  and  saving  element  provided 
in  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  is  permanent  and  constant ;  sov- 
ereign, always,  in  the  actual  operation.  The  Extraordinary  ele- 
ment, provided  in  the  divine  gift — not  permanent  in  its  manifes- 
tation, but  permanent  in  the  effects  of  that  manifestation  :  which 
also  are  made  efficacious,  through  the  manifestation  which  is  per- 
manent. And  those  effects  survive  through  all  generations — and 
upon  every  generation  is  accumulated,  besides,  all  the  treasures 
of  practical  knowledge  and  grace,  which  all  preceding  generations 
yield  :  these  last  accumulating  in  force,  under  the  continually 
increasing  proofs  of  the  presence  and  power  of  God. 

9.  The  relation  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  the  Church  is,  there- 
fore, in  every  sense  vital :  and  the  doctrine  and  life  of  the  Church 
with  reference  to  this  great  gift  of  God,  are  comjJetely  decisive 
of  its  state.     Independently  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  there  can  be 
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bmce  everything  which  gives  viBibility,  orgaDizatioDj  and  effioncj 
to  tlie  Kingdom  of  God  as  now  maDifeated  in  tliii  wo  rid  ^  consid- 
ered as  the  Church  of  Christ.  Of  the  three  supreme  Gifts  of 
Qod  to  this  Church  J  which  I  have  considered  in  the  preceding 
chapterj  only  the  third  one — his  written  word — can  he  considerod 
as  strictly  an  ordinance  ;  and  that,  perhaps^  only  In  its  fotm  as 
written  and  therefore  permanent*  Nevertheless,  there  is  a  pro- 
found sense  in  which  not  only  the  written  wonl,  but,  also^  both 
the  Baviour  and  the  Spirit  are,  as  I  have  endeavoured  to  ex  plains 
peculiar  Gifts  of  God  to  his  Church  visible  and  organized,  pecu- 
liarly related  to  all  those  oi-di nance©  bestowed  on  her  in  tho&e  re- 
epecte.  The  chief  of  those  ordinances  by  means  of  which  those 
three  supreme  Gifts  of  God  are  made  effectual,  I  am  now  to  con- 
sider as  briefly  as  I  can.  First  generally  ;  aftcrwarfls  those  called 
fiacraments,  more  particularly ;  then  the  offlce-hearer^  who  ad* 
minister  them^  and  the  Government  which  these  office-bearers 
compose  and  administer  by  the  ordrnation  of  God,  In  this  mao- 
ner  the  analogy  will  be  complete  between  the  second  and  third 
books  of  this  Treatise ^  on  ope  side,  wherein  the  Bubjective 
Knowledge  of  God,  flrst  in  the  actual  work  in  the  individual 
soul  and  then  io  the  effects  of  that  work,  is  disclosed  ;  and  the 
fourth  and  fifth  books  on  the  other  side,  wherein  first  the  actual 
constitution  of  the  visible  Church,  and  then  the  outward  divine 
movement  of  it,  are  attempted  to  be  demonstrated.  And  thns 
the  whole  Treatise  to  the  end  of  this  book,  ought  to  present  to 
us  one  large  and  connected  demonstration  of  the  mode  in  which 
God  saves  his  elect,  the  personal  work  in  their  souls,  their  indi- 
vidual lives  resulting  therefrom,  their  organization  into  a  visible 
Church,  the  true  nature,  end,  and  work  of  that  Church,  the 
supreme  Gifts  of  God  to  it,  its  divine  ordinances,  its  divinely- 
ordained  office-bearers,  and  divinely-appointed  Government  and 
the  movement  thereof. 

II. — 1.  The  consecration  of  man  to  the  service  and  enjoyment 
of  God,  and  therewith  his  investiture  by  God  with  dominion  over, 
and  property  in,  the  earth  and  all  things  therein,  and  the  divine 
command  to  possess  and  to  replenish  it  with  his  seed ;  was  coin- 
cident with  the  creation  of  the  first  parents  of  our  race.'  The 
other  great  act  of  God's  providence  preceding  the  Oovenaat  of 
Works,  was  that  he  blessed  the  seventh  day,  and  sanctified  it' 

>  Gen.,  I  27-30.  t  Gko^  ft  l^ 
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Throughout  the  Scriptures  no  two  ideas  are  more  perpetually 
held  forth,  than  these  two  of  the  primeval  consecration  of  man 
and  of  the  Sahbath  ;  and  amidst  the  great  variety  of  aspects  in 
which  the  latter  is  presented  to  us,  we  are  never  left  in  doubt 
that  it  is  a  fundamental  element  in  the  moral  system  of  the  uni- 
verse to  which  man  appertains.  Its  primary  conceptioa  is  that 
of  a  hallowed  rest,  whose  use  shall  be  the  special  worship  of  God, 
the  cultivation  of  the  divine  life  in  our  own  souls,  and  the  doing 
of  good  to  our  fellow-men.  It  is,  therefore,  a  divine  ordinance 
containing  in  itself,  in  some  sort.,  a  summaiy  of  all  human  obli- 
gation ;  our  duty,  namely,  to  Gtod,  to  ourselves,  and  to  each 
other.  In  this  manner  we  see  it  connected  with  the  whole 
work  of  Gkxl,  as  manifested  in  creation,  in  providence,  and  in 
grace.  In  this  manner  it  is  connected  with  the  origin,  course, 
and  destiny  of  our  race  under  both  Covenants,  under  every 
dispensation  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace,  with  reference  to  our 
entire  being  in  this  life,  and  to  all  the  issues  of  it  in  the  life 
to  come. 

2.  I  have  already  pointed  out  the  fact  of  its  institution  in 
immediate  connection  with  the  work  of  creation,  and  as  one  of 
the  two  great  acts  of  God's  providence  towards  man  in  his  estate 
of  original  perfection.  And  the  reason  of  that  connection,  and 
of  the  connection  of  those  two  acts  of  God  towards  man  with 
each  other,  is  clearly  and  repeatedly  given  by  him.  The  act 
commemorated,  alike,  God's  work  of  creation,  and  God's  ceasing 
from  further  creative  work,  in  ineffable  repose,  when  that  work 
was  done,  and  he  saw  that  everything  he  had  made  was  very 
good :  and  it  ordained  that  man,  the  created  and  the  blessed 
head  of  this  whole  work,  should  thus  commemorate,  forever,  his 
own  origin  and  blessedness,  and  the  being,  and  glory,  and  work, 
and  rest  of  God,  in  whose  image  he  was  created.'  And  this  was 
its  special  use,  under  both  covenants — with  such  additions  as  in- 
creasing revelations  of  the  grace  of  God  made  thereto — until  the 
work  of  humiliation  by  Christ  was  complete,  and  he  had  risen 
from  the  dead.  Its  connection  with  the  moral  nature  of  man, 
and  the  moral  Law  written  in  that  nature  by  God  at  the  creation 
of  man,  is  no  less  immediate.  When  God,  at  Sinai,  restored  upon 
two  tables  of  stone,  the  sum  of  that  unalterable  rule  of  all  duty 
required  of  man,  and  laid  it  at  the  foundation  of  his  written 

»  Gen.,  ii.  1-3 ;  Exod.,  xx.  8-11. 
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tion,  than  the  Holy  Scriptures.    The  whole  of  them  is  declared 
to  be  given  by  inspiration  of  Gk)d :  to  be  spoken  by  holy  men  of 
God  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost :  to  be  able  to  make 
men  wise  unto  salvation,  through  faith  which  is  in  Christ  Jesns; 
to  be  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  correction,  for  lustmc- 
tion  in  righteousness  ;  to  be  the  means  whereby  the  man  of  God 
may  be  perfect,  thoroughly  furnished  unto  all  good  works.*     Theee 
Scriptures,  therefore,  holy  in  themselves,  and  in  nil  they  teach, 
divine  in  their  origin  and  in  their  contents  ;  arc  a  complete  reve^ 
lation  from  God,  of  the  great  end  of  our  being,  and  of  the  way 
in  which  we  may  accomplish  it.    They  are,  as  to  the  form  cf 
them,  invested  with  divine  certainty  ;  as  to  the  matter  of  them, 
with  divine  authority.    And  thus  they  are  the  only  infallible  mlt 
whereby  men  may  know  what  duty  God  requires  of  them,  and 
what  Ihey  ought  to  believe  concerning  him.    In  their  present 
form,  they  present  to  the  Gospel  Church  the  means  of  knowiiq; 
the  will  of  God,  in  some  important  respects,  different  from  what 
existed  under  all  previous  dispensations — widely  as  their  seveial 
conditions  may  have  differed  from  each  other.    God's  Kingdom 
existed  in  this  world  for  many  centuries,  without  possessing  nny 
written  revelarion  of  his  will;  and  it  might  have  existed  con- 
tinually, in  that  condition — through  the  same  divine  means  that 
actually  sustained  it  so  long — or  through  whatever  other  resooioeii 
of  tho  infinite  wisdom,  power,  and  grace  of  God.     As  soon  u 
God  began  to  separate  his  Kingdom — visibly  and  organically 
from  the  world  which  he  rejected,  ho  began,  also,  to  bestow  on  it 
the  permanent  knowledge  of  his  will,  in  a  written  form — as  I 
have  before  shown.     But  under  the  Mosaic  Dispensation,  these 
written  revelations  of  the  will  of  G^  were  given,  little  by  littk, 
through  many  centuries  ;  whereas  we  possess  the  complete  and 
final  record  of  his  whole  will  concerning  our  salvation.     To  esti- 
mate with  some  degree  of  certainty,  the  practical  effect  of  a  dif- 
ference which  seems  to  be  so  great ;  there  are  other  elements  rf 
the  problem,  and  they  decisive,  which  are  to  be  considered.    The 
word  of  Go(J,  when  unwritten,  was  adequate  for  the  guidance  of 
the  nncient  people  of  God  in  the  way  of  life  ;  and  the  auccessivs 
p  rti.^ns,  as  written,  wei*e  adequate  in  tho  Fame  way,  to  tbe  JewU 
Church.    But  after  the  Old  Testament  Scriptures  were  complete^ 
and  the  Jewish  Church  and  people  had  crucified  the  Lord  of  lilt,-' 

»  2  Pet,  iii.  10;  2  Tim.,  iiL  15-17. 


CHAP.  XXVm.]  DIYIKS    0BDINAN0E8.  521 

day  as  the  perpetual  Sabbath  of  the  Christian  Church :  which 
that  Church  has  observed  through  all  ages,  with  a  fidelity  exactly 
proportioned  to  the  measure  of  its  grace. — ^And  finally,  this  en- 
during and  august  summary  of  the  sublime  spiritual  system  of 
which  God,  and  man,  and  creation,  and  providence,  and  redemp- 
tion are  the  everlasting  elements — is  projected  into  eternity  ;  and 
the  assurance  of  a  rest — a  sabbatism — on  the  other  side  of  the 
Jordan  of  death — even  that  heaven  into  which  Jesus  the  Son  of 
God|  our  great  high  priest  has  passed,  is  revealed  to  our  faith  as 
one  of  its  very  firmest  supports.' 

3.  To  us,  then,  this  Sabbath  day  is  a  sign  between  God  and 
our  own  souls,  alike  of  our  original  perfection  as  his  creatures, 
and  of  our  crowning  and  endless  blessedness  as  his  redeemed 
children.  It  is  besides  a  joy  and  a  support  to  us,  all  along  our 
weary  pilgrimage,  fighting  as  we  go  the  good  fight  of  faith 
Truly  has  our  Lord  said.  The  Sabbath  was  made  for  man  ;'  and, 
therefore,  how  could  it  be,  that  the  Son  of  man  should  not  be 
Lord  of  the  Sabbath?  Take  from  the  Christian  Church  this 
veiy  first  gift  of  God  to  man,  and  who  can  conceive  by  what 
other  means  she  can  either  gather  or  perfect  God's  saints  ? 
Take  from  a  world  full  of  sin,  and  toil,  and  ignorance,  and  mis- 
ery, this  hallowed  rest,  and  then  imagine  by  what  possibility  the 
human  race  can  be  extricated  from  perpetual  degradation  in  this 
life,  and  endless  ruin  in  that  which  is  to  come  ?  Silence,  in  the 
hearts  of  all  God's  saints,  those  words  of  solemn  admonition  and 
of  sweetest  consolation,  Keraember  the  Sabbath  day  ;  and  who 
could  endure  a  life  of  temptation,  and  trial,  and  wariare,  and 
sorrow — ^robbedof  all  hallowed  rest  on  earth — robbed  of  all  type, 
and  sign,  and  seal  of  eternal  rest  to  come  ?  And  who  should 
restore  to  Gt>d  the  glory  and  the  praise  of  all  penitent  and 
believing  souls — the  glory  and  the  praise  of  all  created  and 
redeemed  souls — when  the  day  of  the  Lord  should  return  no 
more,  and  the  voice  of  the  bride  be  heard  no  more  ?  Many 
things  are  done  and  many  are  left  undone,  both  by  the  Church 
and  the  world,  which,  while  we  see  the  omission  or  the  act  to  be 
wrong,  we  see  also  some  way  to  explain  the  motive  for  that  which 
we  condemn.  But  that  the  Church  or  the  world  could  ever  appre- 
hend the  ordination  of  the  Sabbath  day — as  anything  else  than 
a  transcendent  blessing  to  our  ruined  world — a  transcendent. 

*  Heb.,  iv.  pastim,  *  Mark,  il  27,  28. 
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Corner  Stone  ;  of  which  all  the  Prophets  and  Apostles  have 
36881  ve  found  at  ions  J  in  which  all  true  believers  are  fellow- 
m  with  the  saints  :  which  the  Holy  Spirit  builds  togetlier 
imbitation  for  Gtid  ;  and  whose  life  is  first  gi%'en^  and  then 
;utt]lj  nourighedj  through  that  iucon-uptible  and  imperkh- 
ratb.* 
i  Fmm   the  beginning  of  the  world  God*s  will  was  made 
m  to  man  J  in  a  supernatural  mannefj  concerning  all  that 
*m  to  his  spiritual  advancemenL     It  was  so  before  the  fall 
ian  :  still  more  emphatically  so  after  the  fall     Through  all 
'Centuries  the  revelation  of  divine  truth  continually  incma^d ; 
it  is  capable  of  being  showo — as  I  think  I  buvo  shown 
Q  former  Treatise — what  was  the  aggregate  state  of  divine 
Dwkdgo  among  men,  at  every  jreat  era  of  the  past — and 
t  was  added  by  God  from  peri<  d  to  period.     At  length,  all 
?een  revealed  was  reduced,  by  men  chosen  and  inspired 
into  a  written  forni^  and  di  ivered  to  his  ancien  t  Ghurcli 
soon  as  it  was  completely  organized  ;    and   thenceforwanl, 
ing  many  centuricsy  as  further  revelations  were  made  to  it  by 
men  chosen  and  inspired  hy  God,  they  were  reduced  to  writing 
and  del  ivered  to  the  Church,    And  cofncidently  with  the  complete 
organization  and  establishment  of  the  Church  in  the  gospel  form 
of  it,  and  her  complete  possession  of  the  whole  revealed  truth 
of  God  unto  Salvation,  inspiration  from  God  ceased  altogether ; 
and  with  it,  the  power  of  miracles,  and  the  spirit  of  prophecy, 
by  which  God  was  accustomed  to  attest  the  extraordinary  voca- 
tion of  his  divine  messengers.      And  now  for  nearly  eighteen 
centuries,  this   Gospel  Church,  visible,  universal,  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  has  possessed  this  inestimable  gift  of  God  in  this 
complete  form.     Thus  considered,  the  subject  presents  itself  to 
us  under  two  distinct  aspects.     In  the  Jirst  place,  this  complete 
revelation  must  be  contemplated  as  a  perfect  system  of  divine 
truth — independently  of  any  divine   eflScacy  external   to  the 
written  Word,  as,  for  example,  of  the  Holy  Spirit  ;  and  inde- 
pendently of  the  effects  of  that  superadded  efficacy,  in  us.     In 
this  aspect,  it  has  whatever  efficacy  truth,  of  itself,  has  :  and 
it  has  this  in  the  highest  degree — because  this  truth  is  complete 
— and  has  no  error  mixed  with  it  ;  and  the  failure  of  that  inhe- 
rent efficacy  of  truth,  when  this  truth  is   brought  to  bear  cm 

»  1  Tim.,  iii.  16;  Eph.,  iL  19-22. 
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man,  is  necessarily  attributable  to  some  quality  in  man  himself— 
an,  for  example,  the  sinful  blindness  of  his  mind  or  hardness  of 
his  heart — and  not  to  the  untruth  of  truth  itself.  Uttered  by 
God  with  infinite  authority  and  certainty  ;  addressed  to  the 
understanding  of  man  with  perfect  simplicity,  directness,  and 
clearness,  making  known  to  him  more  distinctly  all  moral, 
spiritual,  and  eternal  things  which  he  knew  before,  and  re- 
vealing to  him  the  most  glorious  truths,  before  wholly  unknown 
to  him  ;  appealing  to  his  heart  and  conscience  in  a  manner  the 
most  effective,  by  methods  the  most  powerful,  and  with  motives 
the  most  transcendent :  whatever  it  is  possible  for  truth,  of  itself, 
to  effect,  responsive  to  itself  in  the  mind,  and  soul,  and  nature, 
and  life  of  man  ;  this  heaven-descended  truth — issuing  from  the 
bosom  of  Jehovah,  embodied  in  the  person  of  God  manifest  in 
the  flesh,  inspired  by  God  the  Holy  Ghost  ;  must  be  competent 
to  effect,  far  out  of  comparison  with  the  combined  effects  of  all 
other  truths  of  which  man  can  have  any  knowledge.  Indepen- 
dently of  any  superadded  efficacy,  this  is  the  natural  efficacy,  so 
to  speak,  of  this  gift  of  God  to  his  Church  ;  and  upon  the 
ground  thereof,  the  obligation  to  make  its  contents  known  to 
every  being  capable  of  being  influenced  by  truth,  is  complete  : 
and  the  rejection  of  it  by  any  such  being,  is  a  demonstration  of 
his  own  depravity.  But  in  the  second  place,  this  efficacy  of 
divine  truth,  transcendent  as  it  is  when  compared  with  all  analo- 
gous means  of  influencing  man  ;  is  as  nothing  compared  to 
the  efficacy  of  that  same  divine  truth,  when  it  is  used  by  the 
divine  Spirit  as  the  divine  instrument  of  our  salvation.  Just  as 
the  Spirit  executes  his  work  of  grace,  with  reference  to  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  as  the  Mediator  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace  :  so,  also, 
he  executes  that  work  with  reference  to  divine  truth  in  its  prac- 
tical application  to  our  souls, — of  which  truth  Christ,  in  all  his 
offices,  is  the  central  object.  And'just  so  far  as  the  sacred 
Scriptures  contain  the  revelation  of  the  will  of  God  unto  salva- 
tion ;  in  the  same  degree  the  divine  truth  they  contain,  is  that 
truth  which  the  Spirit  uses  as  his  instrument,  and  with  reference 
to  which  he  performs  his  work,  in  man's  salvation.  But  as  these 
Scriptures  are  by  inspiration  of  the  Spirit  himself,  and  contain 
his  own  record  of  the  way  of  saving  sinners  :  it  is  merely  im- 
possible that  sinners  saved  through  him,  can  be  saved  by,  or 
into,  any  other  form  of  truth  ;  impossible  if  he  works  by  truth 
VOL.  n.  33 
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at  allj  that  he  should  fail  to  work  by  this  vmj  truth  ;  impDMible 
that  this  truth,  thua  used  by  bini,  should  fail  to  effect  the  very 
irbject  for  which  he — vory  God — ^both  revealed  it,  made  it  pct^ 
inaiieuty  and  now  uses  it.  This  is  the  aspect  of  tbis  gift  of  (Jod 
to  bis  Church,  considered  with  rt^eronce  to  the  work  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  in  our  fialvation  ;  and  go  conddered^  it  ie  absolutely  car* 
tain  that  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  is  the  power  of  Grod  unto  Balvatioii 
to  every  one  that  bcbeveth  ;  and  ie  the  great  means  bestowed  oa 
the  Church  by  God  for  the  promotioD  of  his  glory^  and  bet  own 
blessed  nega. 

5.  Considered  in  itself,  and  considered  as  the  heritage  of  the 
Church  by  the  gift  of  God,  this  Written  Word  Is  capable  of  aa 
appreciation  perfectly  distinctj  and  as  immense  as  we  are  corape* 
tent  to  raiike.  {a)  It  is  unto  the  Church  her  divine  warrant,  fot 
all  that  it  ia  her  duty  to  attempt  on  earth  ;  and  is^  m  addition, 
a  divine  gnamnty  of  Bupport,  of  comfort,  and  of  final  triumph, 
in  nil  her  faithful  endeavours  to  accomplish  the  will  of  God. 
(h)  It  is  an  infallible  guide  to  her  faith,  also,  wherein  her  own 
hIesFicdriess  is  af^sured,  in  proportion  to  her  holineas  ;  and  wherein 
salvation  is  gee u red  to  every  one,  upon  the  single  condition  of  ac* 
ceptirip:  her  Lord,  as  their  Lord,  (c)  Widening  from  these  ide- 
mental  points,  it  ia  the  divine  record  of  the  entire  life  of  the 
Church,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  time  ;  the  record,  aluo, 
of  the  career  of  the  human  race,  from  its  creation  to  the  con- 
summation of  all  things  ;  the  record,  also,  of  the  bearing  of  all 
earthly  things  upon  the  Church  and  upon  the  human  race, 
and  of  each  of  these  upon  the  other.  So  that,  standing  in  the 
midst  of  the  centuries  as  they  roll  over  her,  she  has  the  meana 
of  comprehending  clearly,  both  herself  and  all  things  that 
touch,  or  in  any  wise  affect  her.  However  dark  the  place  may 
be,  she  has  a  divine  light  which  shines  into  it.  (d)  Still  widien- 
ing,  it  carries  her  back  into  immensity  and  eternity,  setting  be- 
fore her  the  system  of  the  Universe,  of  which  all  earthly  thing! 
are  so  small  a  part, — making  known  to  her  the  position  which  the 
race  of  man  occupies  in  that  boundless  system — revealing  the 
influence  of  his  fall  and  recovery  upon  it— the  relation  of  the 
method  of  his  recovery  to  it — and  the  relation  of  all  these  ato* 
pendens  realities  to  the  being,  the  counsel,  the  providence,  the 
grace  and  the  glory  of  God,  as  manifested  throughout  his  im- 
measurable works  and  dominion.    So  that,  face  to  face  with  the 
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uxMeen  world,  Bbe  may  comprehend  her  own  mission,  and  posture 
with  relation  to  the  whole  Universe.  {€)  Still  widening,  it  opens 
before  her  the  eternity  to  come — the  life  l)eyond  death  with  its 
wondrons  laws — her  own  consummation  in  boundless  glory — the 
min  of  all  the  enemies  of  God  with  an  endless  ruin — the  con- 
summation of  all  power,  and  wisdom,  and  justice,  and  good- 
ness and  truth,  and  love  over  all  worlds,  to  all  eternity.  And 
amidst  all  these  fearfully  immense  issues  of  so  much  force 
so  long  applied,  her  own  sublime  and  endless  exaltation — ber 
own  transcendent  relations  to  God  and  to  the  Universe,  when 
God  will  be  all  and  in  all,  and  the  Universe  retrieved  from  sin, 
will  be  full  of  the  blessedness,  which  her  own  Lord  and  Saviour, 
Head  over  all,  will  have  bestowed  on  it,  through  her  his  elect 
Bride  I  So  that  all  along  her  pilgrimage  there  is  no  moment  of 
darkness  so  profound,  but  that  if  she  could  endure  it,  she  might 
have  the  vision  of  God  ;  no  moment  of  weakness  so  abject,  but 
that  if  she  could  lift  up  her  head,  she  might  behold  upon  the 
heights  of  heaven,  the  banner  that  was  dipped  in  blood  ! 

6.  We  seem  prone  to  form  the  most  erroneous  opinions,  con- 
cerning the  true  nature  of  the  Church  of  God.  On  one  side, 
men  attribute  to  her  an  authority  essentially  divine  ;  and  claim 
for  her  ordinances  and  office-bearers,  powers  which  reside  only  in 
Gt)d.  On  the  other  side,  they  strip  her  of  all  authority,  reduce 
her  to  the  condition  of  a  merely  human  association,  and  look  to 
her  own  articles  and  acts  as  the  only  source  of  her  power.  Widely 
different  from  both,  God  represents  his  Church  to  be  a  real  spir- 
itual Kingdom,  strictly  subordinated  to  himself,  yet  charged  with 
a  sublime  mission,  and  invested  with  authority  to  execute  a  work 
unspeakably  glorious.  Giving  to  her  his  only  begotten  Son,  his 
Divine  Spirit,  and  his  Inspired  Word,  it  is  not  possible  to  con- 
ceive that  he  could  hold  men  guiltless,  who  resist  his  purposes  of 
infinite  grace  and  mercy  through  her.  How  then,  should  those 
who  profi^ss  to  be  his  people,  pervert  her  nature,  contemn  her  au- 
thority, or  corrupt  her  life  ;  without  forfeiting  many  of  the  most 
costly  blessings  provided  for  them,  and  putting  at  hazard  the 
whole  work  to  which  they  suppose  they  are  called  ?  Where  the 
divine  Eedeemer,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  the  Sacred  Scriptures 
abide — even  if  it  be  with  the  humblest  children  of  God  ;  there 
God  abides  also.  But  when  these  unspeakable  gifts  are  bestowed 
by  Grod  as  marks  of  his  divine  favour,  to  his  Kingdom  made 
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visible  on  earth — and  as  the  efficacious  means,  besidesj  wherein 
that  Kingdom  grounds  its  very  existeacCj  and  whereby  it  is  able 
to  execute  the  eternal  purpose  of  God's  will  ;  %rc  insult  the  mft- 
jesty  of  God,  and  w<*  obstructj  according  to  our  ability,  the 
progre«a  of  his  gi^ce,  by  whatever  departure,  on  the  one  side  or 
the  otheFj  from  the  Biniple  and  complete  reception,  as  they  come 
from  heaven,  of  ordinances  which  have  the  most  convincing 
proof  that  they  are  of  God. 


CHAPTER    XXVIII. 

DIVINE  ORDINANCES:    THE  SABBATH— THE  SACRAMENTS— INSTI- 
TUTED WORSHIP— DISCIPLINE— EVANGELIZATION. 

I.  Statement  of  the  General  Demonstration. — II.  1.  The  Sabbath  a  perpetual  element 
in  the  Moral  System  of  the  Universe. — 2.  Its  indissoluble  connection  with  the 
whole  Creative,  Providential,  and  Gracious  Work  of  God. — 3.  Its  unspeakable 
importance  to  Man. — III.  1.  The  true  idea  of  the  Sacraments.— 2.  Nature  and 
Use  of  these  Divine  Mystoriea — 3.  Descriptive  explanation  of  them. — 4.  The 
Ends  they  serve  and  promote. — 5.  Their  Efficacy  depends  on  the  Work  of  the 
Spirit  in  bun  who  receives  them,  and  is  Wrought  through  our  Faith  in  Christ — 
6.  The  Number  of  them,  and  its  constancy:  their  Relation  to  the  Church  under 
Successive  Dispensations :  Christ's  relation  to  them,  and  their  Record  of  him. — 

IV.  I.  The  Instituted  Worship  of  God:  Atheism  repugnant  to  our  natural  con- 
victions: The  Spiritual  Worship  of  the  true  God  repugnant  to  our  depraved  na- 
ture*— 2.  The  Revealed  Will  of  God  concerning  the  Worship  he  requires :  its 
Object,  Nature,  Means,  Rule,  Obligation  and  End. — 3.  Particulars  of  Revealed 
Worship.  First  class :  Sanctification  of  the  Sabbath — Stated  Assembling  of  Oon- 
gregations — ^Almsgiving. — L  Second  class :  Particulars  of  stated  Public  Worship 
ordained  by  Grod  for  each  congregation. — 5.  Third  class :  Administration  of  the 
Sacraments,  Infliction  of  Church  Censures,  Public  Fasting  and  Thanksgiving.— 

V.  1.  The  Ordinance  of  Discipline:  Its  Nature,  and  Efficacy. — 2.  Manner  and 
Objects  of  its  Administration. — 3.  The  Censures  of  the  Church  are  wholly  spirit- 
ual :  those  inflicted  upon  oflending  members. — 4.  Admmistration  of  the  Censures 
of  the  Church  against  all  the  p]nemies  of  God. — VI.  I.  The  Evangelization  of  the 
world,  an  Ordinance  of  God :  its  Obligation  on  the  Church. — 2.  Brief  Apprecia- 
tion of  that  great  Endeavour. 

I.  The  execution  of  God's  eternal  Covenant  of  Grace,  pro- 
duces the  Kingdom  of  God  in  its  threefold  aspect  of  the  Mes- 
sianic Kingdom  under  Christ  its  head,  the  New  Creation  by 
the  Holy  Ghost,  and  the  Church  of  the  Living  God  held  forth 
in  the  covenant  people  of  Gt)d.  In  this  last  aspect  the  Kingdom 
of  God  becomes  visible  and  organized  by  the  divine  use  of  the 
two  ideas  of  the  Headship  of  Christ  and  the  communion  of 
saints  :  and  the  whole  of  that  organization,  and  the  whole  action 
of  the  Church  by  means  of  every  part  thereof,  are  products  of 
divine  ordinances  revealed  by  God,  and  every  one  of  them  a  Gift 
of  God  to  his  Church.    These  divine  ordinances  therefore,  em- 
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bruce  everything  whicli  gives  visibility,  organ izatiooj  and  efficacy 
to  the  Kingdom  of  God  m  now  manifested  in  tliis  world,  consid- 
ered as  the  Chnrch  of  Christ.  Of  the  three  supreme  Gifts  of 
God  to  this  Churchj  which  I  have  considered  in  the  preceding 
chapter,  only  the  third  one^his  written  word^ — can  be  consiJeped 
as  strictly  an  ordinance  ;  and  that,  perhaps^  only  in  its  furm  as 
written  and  therefore  permanent.  NeverthelesSj  there  is  a  pro- 
found sense  in  which  not  only  the  written  word,  but^  also,  both 
the  Saviour  and  the  Spirit  arCi  as  I  have  endeavoured  to  explain, 
peculiar  Gifts  of  God  to  his  Church  visible  and  organ  izeil,  pecu- 
liarly related  to  all  thea^e  ordinances  bestowed  on  her  in  thuse  re- 
spects. The  chief  of  those  ordinances  by  means  of  which  those 
three  supreme  Gifts  of  God  are  made  effectual,  I  am  now  to  con- 
fiideraa  briefly  aa  I  can.  First  generally ;  afterwards  those  called 
sacraments,  more  particularly ;  then  the  Office-bearers  who  ad- 
minister tbemj  and  the  Government  which  these  office-bearers 
compose  and  administer  by  the  ordination  of  God*  In  this  man- 
ner the  analogy  will  be  complete  between  the  second  and  third 
books  of  this  TreatisCj  on  one  side,  wherein  the  Subjective 
Knowledge  of  Gk>d,  first  in  the  actual  work  in  the  individual 
soul  and  then  id  the  effect n  of  that  work,  is  iliselosed  ;  and  the 
fourth  and  fifth  books  on  the  other  side,  wherein  first  the  actual 
constitution  of  the  visible  Church,  and  then  the  outward  divine 
movement  of  it,  are  attempted  to  be  demonstrated.  And  thus 
the  whole  Treatise  to  the  end  of  this  book,  ought  to  present  to 
us  one  large  and  connected  demonstration  of  the  mode  in  which 
God  saves  his  elect,  the  personal  work  in  their  souls,  their  indi- 
vidual lives  resulting  therefrom,  their  organization  into  a  visible 
Church,  the  true  nature,  end,  and  work  of  that  Church,  the 
supreme  Gifts  of  God  to  it,  its  divine  ordinances,  its  divinely- 
ordained  office-bearers,  and  divinely-appointed  (Government  and 
the  movement  thereof. 

II. — 1.  The  consecration  of  man  to  the  service  and  enjoym^it 
of  God,  and  therewith  his  investiture  by  God  with  dominion  ov)er, 
and  property  in,  the  earth  and  all  things  therein,  and  the  divine 
command  to  possess  and  to  replenish  it  with  his  seed ;  was  coin- 
cident with  the  creation  of  the  first  parents  of  our  race.*  The 
other  great  act  of  Qt)d's  providence  preceding  the  Covenant  of 
Works,  was  that  he  blessed  the  seventh  day,  and  sanctified  it.* 

'  Geo.,  L  27-30.  «  Geo.,  a  1-8. 


CHAP.  ZXyni.]  DITIKX    OBDINAN0B8.  610 

Throughout  the  Scriptures  no  two  ideas  are  more  perpetually 
held  forth,  than  these  two  of  the  primeval  consecration  of  man 
and  of  the  Sabbath  ;  and  amidst  the  great  variety  of  aspects  in 
which  the  latter  is  presented  to  us,  we  are  never  left  in  doubt 
that  it  is  a  fundamental  element  in  the  moral  system  of  the  uni- 
verse to  which  man  appertains.  Its  primary  conception  is  that 
of  a  hallowed  rest,  whose  use  shall  be  the  special  worship  of  God, 
the  cultivation  of  the  divine  life  in  our  own  souls,  and  the  doing 
of  good  to  our  fellow-men.  It  is,  therefore,  a  divine  ordinance 
containing  in  itself,  in  some  sort,  a  summary  of  all  human  obli- 
gation ;  our  duty,  namely,  to  God,  to  ourselves,  and  to  each 
other.  In  this  manner  we  see  it  connected  with  the  whole 
work  of  Qod,  as  manifested  in  creation,  in  providence,  and  in 
grace.  In  this  manner  it  is  connected  with  the  origin,  course, 
and  destiny  of  our  race  under  both  Covenants,  under  every 
dispensation  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace,  with  reference  to  our 
entire  being  in  this  life,  and  to  all  the  issues  of  it  in  the  life 
to  come. 

2.  I  have  already  pointed  out  the  &ct  of  its  institution  in 
immediate  connection  with  the  work  of  creation,  and  as  one  of 
the  two  great  acts  of  God's  providence  towards  man  in  his  estate 
of  original  perfection.  And  the  reason  of  that  connection,  and 
of  the  connection  of  those  two  acts  of  God  towards  man  with 
each  other,  is  clearly  and  repeatedly  given  by  him.  The  act 
commemorated,  alike,  God's  work  of  creation,  and  God's  ceasing 
from  further  creative  work,  in  ineffable  repose,  when  that  work 
was  done,  and  he  saw  that  everything  he  had  made  was  very 
good :  and  it  ordained  that  man,  the  created  and  the  blessed 
head  of  this  whole  work,  should  thus  commemorate,  forever,  his 
own  origin  and  blessedness,  and  the  being,  and  glory,  and  work, 
and  rest  of  God,  in  whose  image  he  was  created.'  And  this  was 
its  special  use,  under  both  covenants — with  such  additions  as  in- 
creasing revelations  of  the  grace  of  God  made  thereto — until  the 
work  of  humiliation  by  Christ  was  complete,  and  he  had  risen 
from  the  dead.  Its  connection  with  the  moral  nature  of  man,, 
and  the  moral  Law  written  in  that  nature  by  Gt)d  at  the  creation 
of  man,  is  no  less  immediate.  When  God,  at  Sinai,  restored  upon 
two  tables  of  stone,  the  sum  of  that  unalterable  rule  of  all  duty 
required  of  man,  and  laid  it  at  the  foundation  of  his  written 

'  QeiL,  il  1-3 ;  ExocL,  xx.  8-11. 
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word  I  one  of  the  four  commandmeEita  of  the  firfit  table,  the  flumi 
of  which  as  interpreted  by  Chrbt,  is  tlie  duty  of  supreuae  lore  to 
GckI,    was    the  distinct   reittiration   of    tbb    ordinance   of    th@ 
Sabbath  day^  as  poa^s^Ing  tfa^  very  highest  moml  obligatioii,^ 
Nor  was  its  connection  less  cIobq  with  the  civil  polity,  ordolaed' 
by  God  for  his  ancient  people.     The  fea«t  t^f  the  PassoTer  whiek^ 
oopimemomted  both  the  bondage  iind  the  deliYerance  of  tha^ 
Jewish  people,  the  feast  of  reiitecost  which  com  me  mom  ted  tht^ 
giving  of  the  Law  at  Sinai,  and  the  feast  of  Tabernades  w*hieh  ' 
commemorated  theh*  pilgrimage   from   Egypt  to  CaotiaD^ — ^the 
greatest  eventa  in  their  history,  were  all  m  really  sabbatical  aa 
they  were  national ;  and  both  tiieir  yeans  of  Jubilee,  the  seventh 
and  fiftieth — ^the  most  remarkable  featmres  of  their  political  inati- 
tutioni^,  were  purely  gabbatical  years.     Indeed  the  idea  of  hal- 
lowed time— time  consecrated  to  God  and  a  Sabbath  for  ma%] 
pervaded,  thoronghlyj  evei^^  civil  iostitution  of  that  remArkablftl 
commonwealth.     The  caremoaial  system  added  to  the  moral  and  ^ 
politicjil  systems,  completed  the  ontward  organizatiou  of  the- 
Jewish  Dispensation  ;  and  the  idea  of  the  divine  and  per}>eiual 
obligation  of  the  Sabbath  day  was  as  completely  fixed  in  tlie 
whole  Levi  deal  and  sacrificial  system,  and  in  the  Dispensation 
considered  as  a  whole,  as  I  have  just  shown  it  to  have  been  in  its 
moral  and  civil  elements.     In  the  wilderness  no  manna  fell  on 
the  Sabbath  day.     Nothing  might   be  brought  in  through  the 
gates  of  Jerusalem  on  that  day.    And  so  completely  was  the 
right  observance  of  the  day  a  conspicuous  token  between  (Jod 
and  his  ancient  people,'  that  this  has  been  continually  made  a 
pretext  for  rejecting  the  Sabbath,  as  a  purely  Jewish  institution. 
In  like  manner,  the  New  Testament  Scriptures  and  the  Christian 
Dispensation,  have  not  only  accepted  and  perpetuated,  in  a  man- 
ner the  most  complete,  this  vital  conception  and  ordinance  ;  bat 
they  have  articulately  enlarged  its  significance  by  investing  the 
Sabbath  with  the  idea  of  Redemption  as  well  as  the  idea  of  Crea* 
tion — the  idea  of  the  divine  Saviour  as  well  as  the  idea  of  the 
omnipotent  God.     Christ  proclaimed  himself  to  be  the  Lord  of 
the  Sabbath  day  ;*  his  inspired  Apostles  called  the  day  on  which 
he  rose  from  the  dead— and  repeatedly  appeared  to  them — ^the 
Lord's  day  ;*  and,  divinely  authorized,  they  distinguished  that 

»  Exod,  XX  8-11 ;  Mat,  xxii.  37, 38.        »  Isa.,  Iviii.  13,  U ;  Ezekiel,  xx  13-20. 
■  Mat^  jdL  8.  «  Rev..  L  10;  Jolm,  xx.  la  26. 
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day  as  the  perpetual  Sabbath  of  the  Christian  Church  :  which 
that  Church  has  observed  through  all  ages,  with  a  fidelity  exactly 
proportioned  to  the  measure  of  its  grace. — And  finally,  this  en- 
during and  august  summary  of  the  sublime  spiritual  system  of 
which  God,  aud  man,  and  creation,  and  providence,  and  redemp- 
tion are  the  everlasting  elements — is  projected  into  eternity  ;  and 
the  assurance  of  a  rest — a  sabbatism — on  the  other  side  of  the 
Jordan  of  death — even  that  heaven  into  which  Jesus  the  Son  of 
God,  our  great  high  priest  has  passed,  is  revealed  to  our  faith  as 
one  of  its  very  firmest  supports.' 

3.  To  us,  then,  this  Sabbath  day  is  a  sign  between  God  and 
our  own  souls,  alike  of  our  original  perfection  as  his  creatures, 
and  of  our  crowning  and  endless  blessedness  as  his  redeemed 
children.  It  is  besides  a  joy  and  a  support  to  us,  all  along  our 
weary  pilgrimage,  fighting  as  we  go  the  good  fight  of  faith. 
Truly  has  our  Lord  said.  The  Sabbath  was  made  for  man  ;'  and, 
therefore,  how  could  it  be,  that  the  Son  of  man  should  not  be 
Lord  of  the  Sabbath?  Take  from  the  Christian  Church  this 
very  first  gift  of  God  to  man,  and  who  can  conceive  by  what 
other  means  she  can  either  gather  or  perfect  God's  saints  ? 
Take  from  a  world  full  of  sin,  and  toil,  and  ignorance,  and  mis- 
ery, this  hallowed  rest,  and  then  imagine  by  what  possibility  the 
human  race  can  be  extricated  from  perpetual  degradation  in  this 
life,  and  endless  ruin  in  that  which  is  to  come  ?  Silence,  in  the 
hearts  of  all  God's  saints,  those  words  of  solemn  admonition  and 
of  sweetest  consolation.  Remember  the  Sabbath  day  ;  and  who 
could  endure  a  life  of  temptation,  and  trial,  and  vvariare,  and 
sorrow — robbed  of  all  hallowed  rest  on  earth — robbed  of  all  type, 
and  sign,  and  seal  of  eternal  rest  to  come  ?  And  who  should 
restore  to  God  the  glory  and  the  praise  of  all  penitent  and 
believing  souls — the  glory  and  the  praise  of  all  created  and 
redeemed  souls — when  the  day  of  the  Lord  should  return  no 
more,  and  the  voice  of  the  bride  be  heard  no  more  ?  Many 
things  are  done  and  many  are  left  undone,  both  by  the  Church 
and  the  world,  which,  while  we  see  the  omission  or  the  act  to  be 
wrong,  we  see  also  some  way  to  explain  the  motive  for  that  which 
we  condemn.  But  that  the  Church  or  the  world  could  ever  appre- 
hend the  ordination  of  the  Sabbath  day — as  anything  else  than 
a  transcendent  blessing  to  our  ruined  world — a  transcendent 

»  Heb.,  iv.  poMim,  ■  Mark,  il  27,  28. 
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proof  cjf  the  goodness  ftud  wigdotu  of  God — fleemfl  to  be  incapa^ 
ble  of  aoy  explanation,  that  is  not  grounded  iti  the  total  obdii* 
racy  of  our  depraved  nature, 

1 11^ — 1^  The  coventvnt  in  eternity  between  the  Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Spirit^  k  the  complete  and  is  the  moBt  remote  easpres- 
gron  of  all  God's  grace  toward  fallen  man  ;  and  each  j>enit€iit 
sinner,  a  party  in  interest  from  the  beginning  through  Chrit^  hie 
covenant  head,  become?  a  party  in  fact  from  the  moment  of  his 
union  with  Christ,  in  his  effectual  calling.  Following  the  anal- 
ogy of  this  infinitely  vast  conception  and  esample,  God  has  boen 
pleased  from  time  to  time,  when  be  reveal**d  to  man  some  gignal 
meft!y  which  he  had  in  store,  to  reduce  the  still emeot  of  it  into 
the  form  of  a  covenant,  and  to  ndd  a  sign  and  seal  of  the  covenant 
in  the  form  of  a  sacrament . — The  Covenant  of  Works  wm«  the 
firet  example  :  and  the  special  divine  covenants  under  all  dispen- 
sations of  the  covenant  of  grace,  are  additional  examples  more 
or  lcH9  complete — ^ill  of  which  and  their  sacraments,  whether 
extniordinary  or  permaneutj  are  mauifestatioDe  of  that  ctorisal 
covenant.  Until  the  time  of  Abraham,  these  merciful  dealiugi 
of  God  with  man,  were  of  a  kind  that  did  not  create  any  visible 
ami  permanent  separatiun  of  his  people  from  the  world,  nor  lead 
to  the  outward  organization  of  his  Church.  But  to  the  covenaiit 
which  GkKl  made  with  him,  which  contained  so  many  stipula- 
tions and  such  numerous  and  glorious  promises,  he  added  the 
sacrament  of  circumcision — a  token  of  the  covenant — and  by  it 
signified  every  stipulation  and  sealed  every  promise  of  it*  The 
ideas  involved  in  this  remarkable  transaction  are  very  clear  in 
themselves,  and  are  reiterated,  explained  and  enforced  through- 
out the  Scriptures.  As  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  treat  tlie 
two  sacraments  of  the  Christian  Church  separately,  I  shall  m 
this  place  speak  only  of  that  which  is  common  to  all,  as  the  sec- 
ond great  ordinance  of  God. 

2.  God's  Covenant,  whereby  grace  is  given  to  men,  ia  ex- 
hibited in  permanent  rites,  appointed  by  himself.*  These  riles 
are  tokens,  signs,  and  seals  between  Gtxi  and  his  people,  oon- 
sidered  both  individually  and  collectively,  of  his  covenant  together 
with  every  promise  made  and  every  truth  held  forth  in  it,  aad 
also  of  every  duty  enjoined  and  every  right  conferred   bf  it 

'  Gen.,  xvil  9-16 ;  Rom.,  iv.  passim, 

*  Gen.,  XYiL  9-14;  Ex.,  xii.  1-20;  1  Cor.,  xL  23-34;  lUtt,  xzviiL  19;  John,  HI.  12. 
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Above  all,  these  rites  hold  forth  Christ,  the  Mediator  of  that 
eternal  covenant  of  Grace  to  which  every  sacrament  of  the 
Church  of  Qod  appertains  ;  and  they  hold  forth  those  blessings 
which  he  confers  on  all  believers — most  especially  those  benefits 
which  are  connected  with  the  righteousness  of  £siith  ;  the  whole 
of  which  are  thus  signified  and  sealed,  according  to  the  measure 
of  the  true  knowledge  of  Otod  under  each  dispensation — and  most 
conspicuously  of  all  under  the  sacraments  of  the  Gospel  Church.* 
We  call  these  sacraments,  after  the  Latin  Fathers,  who  trans- 
lated the  Greek  word  fivaTrjpiov  which  is  of  such  frequent  occur- 
rence in  the  New  Testament,  not  by  the  more  obvious  Latin 
word  arcanum  which  the  Bomans  had  consecrated  to  their  idola- 
trous mysteries,  but  by  the  word  sacramentum  whose  previous 
uae  was  chiefly  juridical  and  military.  The  true  sense  of  the 
original  term  is  a  divine  secret  ;  and  the  proper  signification  of 
our  term  sacrament  is  the  entire  thing  to  which  Gt>d  gave  the 
original  name  ;  not  merely  the  outward  elements  and  rites,  not 
simply  the  sign  and  the  seal,  but  also  the  sublime  spiritual  reali- 
ties which  all  these  hold  forth  to  our  faith. 

3.  Sacramental  signs  and  ceremonies,  of  whatever  kind,  are 
to  be  clearly  distinguished  from  moral  obligations,  which  are 
binding  upon  all  men :  for  the  former  are  obligatory  upon 
believers  only,  and  are  accessible  only  to  them.  They  are  insti- 
tuted and  revealed  by  God  ;  are  wholly  destitute  of  natural 
existence,  and  of  human  authority ;  and  so  both  their  obligation 
and  their  efficacy  are  divine.  In  order  to  any  efficacy,  there  must 
be  some  external,  visible,  substantial  sign,  distinguishing  them 
horn  mere  oral  instruction — and  which  in  its  application  to  us, 
becomes  sensible  and  real.  There  must  be  a  correspondence, 
indeed  a  union,  between  the  sign  and  the  thing  signified  ;  not 
indeed  natural,  much  less  physical — ^but  moral  and  spiritual,  and 
at  the  same  time  constant  and  authoritative.  There  must  be  the 
things  signified — the  benefits  held  forth,  taught,  confirmed  unto 
those  to  whom  the  outward  signs  are  applied  ;  and  those  also 
properly  qualified  to  receive  those  signs,  and  to  partake  of  the 
blessings  they  signify — to  seal  which  unto  worthy  recipients  is 
the  chief  end  of  every  Sacrament.  And  that  great  end  must  be 
clearly  set  forth  and  understood,  in  the  proper  use  of  every  sacra- 
ment, as  being  accomplbhed  in  us,  not  by  the  inherent  efficacy 

»  QiL,  iiL  27 ;  1  Oor.,  X.  16;  Job©,  vi  27-66. 
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at  all,  that  he  fihouM  fail  to  work  by  this  very  truth  ;  impossible 
tlmt  thfg  truth  J  thue  used  by  him,  should  fail  to  etfeot  the  very 
object  for  wtiich  he — very  GckI^ — both  revealed  it,  mode  it  per^ 
maneDtj  and  now  uses  it.  This  is  the  aspect  of  this  gift  of  God 
to  his  Church,  considered  with  reference  to  the  work  of  th©  Holjr 
Gbostj  in  <JHr  salvation  ;  and  so  considered,  it  is  absoltitely  cei^ 
tain  that  tho  Gospel  of  Christ,  is  the  power  of  God  unto  salvatioD 
to  every  one  that  believeth  ;  and  is  the  great  means  bestowed  on 
the  Church  by  God  for  the  promotion  of  his  glory,  and  her  own 
blessedness. 

5,  Considered  iu  itself,  and  considered  as  the  heritu^  of  the 
Church  by  the  gift  of  God,  this  Written  Word  is  capable  of  an 
appreciatian  perfectly  distinct j  and  as  immense  as  w©  are  compe- 
tent to  make,  (a)  It  is  unto  the  Church  her  divine  warranty  for 
all  that  it  is  her  duty  to  at  tempt  on  earth  ;  and  is,  in  addition, 
a  divine  gnaranty  of  support,  of  comfort,  and  of  final  triumph^ 
in  nil  her  fuithfnl  endeavoiira  t/>  accomplish  the  will  of  God. 
(t)  It  is  an  infallibhj  guide  to  her  faith,  alsoj  wherein  her  own 
b]c8«t*dness  is  assured^  in  proportion  to  her  boliiiess  ;  and  wherBm 
salvation  is  secured  to  every  one,  upon  the  single  condition  of  ac- 
ct^ptinj:^  her  Lord,  as  their  Lnrth  (c)  Widening  from  these  ele- 
mental points,  it  is  the  divine  record  of  the  entire  life  of  the 
Church,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  time  ;  the  record,  also, 
of  the  career  of  the  human  race,  from  its  creation  to  the  con- 
summation of  all  things  ;  the  record,  also,  of  the  bearing  of  all 
earthly  things  upon  the  Church  and  upon  the  human  race, 
and  of  each  of  these  upon  the  other.  So  that,  standing  in  the 
midst  of  the  centuries  as  they  roll  over  her,  she  has  the  means 
of  comprehending  clearly,  both  herself  and  all  things  that 
touch,  or  in  any  wise  affect  her.  However  dark  the  place  may 
be,  she  has  a  divine  light  which  shines  into  it.  (d)  Still  widien- 
ing,  it  carries  her  back  into  immensity  and  eternity,  setting  be- 
fore her  the  system  of  the  Universe,  of  which  all  earthly  thingp 
are  so  small  a  part, — ^making  known  to  her  the  position  which  the 
race  of  man  occupies  in  that  boundless  system — revealing  the 
influence  of  his  fall  and  recovery  upon  it— the  relation  of  the 
method  of  his  recovery  to  it — and  the  relation  of  all  these  eta* 
pendens  realities  to  the  being,  the  counsel,  the  providence,  the 
grace  and  the  glory  of  God,  as  manifested  throughout  his  im- 
measurable works  and  dominion.    So  that,  face  to  face  with  the 
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unseen  world,  Bbe  may  comprehend  her  own  mission,  and  posture 
with  relation  to  the  whole  Universe.  {€)  Still  widening,  it  opens 
before  her  the  eternity  to  come — the  life  beyond  death  with  its 
wondrons  laws — ^her  own  consummation  in  boundless  glory — the 
ruin  of  all  the  enemies  of  God  with  an  endless  ruin — the  con- 
summation of  all  power,  and  wisdom,  and  justice,  and  good- 
ness and  truth,  and  love  over  all  worlds,  to  all  eternity.  And 
amidst  all  these  fearfully  immense  issues  of  so  much  force 
so  long  applied,  her  own  sublime  and  endless  exaltation — her 
own  transcendent  relations  to  Grod  and  to  the  Universe,  when 
God  will  be  all  and  in  all,  and  the  Universe  retrieved  from  sin, 
will  be  full  of  the  blessedness,  which  her  own  Lord  and  Saviour, 
Head  over  all,  will  have  bestowed  on  it,  through  her  his  elect 
Bride  !  So  that  all  along  her  pilgrimage  there  is  no  moment  of 
darkness  so  profound,  but  that  if  she  could  endure  it,  she  might 
have  the  vision  of  God ;  no  moment  of  weakness  so  abject,  but 
that  if  she  could  lift  up  her  head,  she  might  behold  upon  the 
heights  of  heaven,  the  banner  that  was  dipped  in  blood  ! 

6.  We  seem  prone  to  form  the  most  erroneous  opinions,  con- 
cerning the  true  nature  of  the  Church  of  God.  On  one  side, 
men  attribute  to  her  an  authority  essentially  divine  ;  and  claim 
for  her  ordinances  and  office-bearers,  powers  which  reside  only  in 
Gtod.  On  the  other  side,  they  strip  her  of  all  authority,  reduce 
her  to  the  condition  of  a  merely  human  association,  and  look  to 
her  own  articles  and  acts  as  the  only  source  of  her  power.  Widely 
different  from  both,  Gt)d  represents  his  Church  to  be  a  real  spir- 
itual Kingdom,  strictly  subordinated  to  himself,  yet  charged  with 
a  sublime  mission,  and  invested  with  authority  to  execute  a  work 
unspeakably  glorious.  Giving  to  her  his  only  begotten  Son,  his 
Divine  Spirit,  and  his  Inspired  Word,  it  is  not  possible  to  con- 
ceive that  he  could  hold  men  guiltless,  who  resist  his  purposes  of 
infinite  grace  and  mercy  through  her.  How  then,  should  those 
who  profess  to  be  his  people,  pervert  her  nature,  contemn  her  au- 
thority, or  corrupt  her  life ;  without  forfeiting  many  of  the  most 
costly  blessings  provided  for  them,  and  putting  at  hazard  the 
whole  work  to  which  they  suppose  they  are  called  ?  Where  the 
divine  Eedeemer,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  the  Sacred  Scriptures 
abide — even  if  it  be  with  the  humblest  children  of  God  ;  there 
God  abides  also.  But  when  these  unspeakable  gifts  are  bestowed 
by  God  as  marks  of  his  divine  favour,  to  his  Kingdom  made 
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visible  on  earth — and  as  the  eflScacioua  means,  besideSj  wherein 
that  KiDgdom  grounda  its  very  existence,  and  where hy  it  is  able 
to  execute  the  eternal  piirposD  of  God's  will  ;  we  insult  the  naa- 
jeetj  of  God  J  and  we  obstractj  according  to  our  ability,  the 
progress  of  his  grace^  by  whatever  departiirej  on  the  one  side  or 
the  other,  fTOm  the  simple  and  complete  reception j  as  they  come 
from  heaven,  of  ordinances  which  have  the  most  convincing 
proof  that  they  are  of  God, 
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be  accepted  these  primeval  sacraments,  used  them,  ratified  them, 
changed  their  form,  fulfilled  them  into  a  perfect  accordance  with 
the  perfect  fonn  of  the  Knowledge  of  God.  He  came  by  water 
and  blood — the  Spirit  being  his  witness.  In  heaven  the  Father 
and  the  Word  bear  record  ;  in  earth,  the  water  and  the  blood 
bear  record ;  the  Spirit  in  this  great  spiritual  dispensation, 
bears  record  both  in  heaven  and  in  earth  ;  in  heaven,  as  one 
with  the  Father  and  the  Word;  in  earth  as  agreeing  in  one 
with  the  water  and  the  blood  ;  and  this  is  the  witness  of 
Gk>d  which  he  hath  testified  of  his  Son.*  In  the  Sacrament  of 
Baptism  by  water,  and  in  the  sacramental  use  of  the  symbols  of 
the  Body  and  Blood  of  Christ,  therefore,  there  is  a  threefold  re- 
coid  in  earth — agreeing  with  a  threefold  record  in  heaven — to 
the  Son  of  God  as  the  Saviour  of  the  world. 

IV. — 1.  The  Church  of  God  to  which  he  has  given  the  Sab- 
bath and  the  Sacraments,  has  by  his  ordination  an  instituted 
Worship.  In  a  previous  chapter  I  have  discussed  the  question 
of  worship  acceptable  to  God,  considered  as  one  of  the  infallible 
marks  of  the  true  Church  ;  and  have  treated  the  whole  idea  of 
it,  in  connection  with  a  pure  faith  on  one  side,  and  a  holy  life  on 
the  other,  as  obedience  rendered  with  a  willing,  subject,  and 
trustful  heart,  to  the  Triune  God,  by  his  people,  according  to  bis 
law«  That  worship  may  be  considered  as  personal,  domestic  and 
social,  or  public  :  it  is  public  worship,  as  connected  with  the 
true  Church,  and  as  a  divine  ordinance,  which  I  am  now  to  con- 
sider very  briefly.  I  understand  the  Scriptures  to  assert  that 
the  existence  of  God  is  manifested  by  God  himself,  in  the  con- 
viction of  every  soul  created  by  him  ;  and  that,  on  this  account, 
invisible  things  concerning  him — amongst  the  rest  his  eternal 
power  and  Godhead — are  clearly  manifested  to  men,  by  the 
things  he  has  created  ;  and  thus  every  man  is  left  without 
excuse.  Thus  knowing  God,  men  neither  glorify  him  nor  rejoice 
in  him  ;  but  reject  him  and  corrupt  themselves,  until  at  length 
they  transfer  the  glory  due  to  the  incorruptible  God,  to  images  of 
corruptible  man,  and  birds  and  beasts,  and  creeping  things. 
Then  God  gives  them  over  to  all  degrading  sins,  to  change  his 
truth  into  a  lie,  to  a  mind  utterly  reprobate,  and  to  the  fellow- 
ship of  all  whom  he  judges  worthy  of  death.*  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Gospel  of  Christ  is  the  power  of  G^  unto  salvation 

»  1  John,  V.  6-9.  •Rom.,  I  18-32. 
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biuce  everything  whiah  gives  viflibility,  orgaDizatioti,  and  efficucj 
to  the  Kingdom  of  God  eb  now  maoifested  in  this  world^  consid- 
ered as  the  Chtireh  of  Christ-  Of  the  three  supreme  Gifts  of 
God  to  this  Church  J  which  I  have  coniidered  in  the  precediDg 
chapter,  only  the  third  one — his  written  word — can  be  eonsidored 
as  stnetly  an  ordinauce  ;  and  that,  perhaps,  only  Ie  ita  form  as 
writteo  and  therefore  permanent  Nevertheless,  there  is  a  pro- 
found sense  in  which  Dot  only  the  written  word,  butj  also,  both 
the  Saviour  and  the  Spirit  are,  as  I  have  endeavoured  to  explain^ 
peculiar  Gifts  of  Qt>d  to  his  Church  visible  and  organized,  pecu- 
liarly related  to  all  these  ordinances  bestowed  on  her  in  those  re- 
spec  ts»  The  chief  of  those  ordinances  by  raeans  of  which  those 
three  supreme  Gifts  of  God  are  made  effectual,  I  am  now  to  ood- 
sideras  briefly  as  I  can.  First  generally  ;  afterwards  those  eatlad 
sacraments,  more  particularly ;  then  tho  oflace-bearera  who  ad- 
minister them,  and  the  Government  which  these  office- bearers 
compose  and  administer  by  the  ordination  of  God,  In  this  msQ- 
iier  the  analogy  will  be  complete  between  the  second  and  third 
books  of  this  Treatise,  on  one  side,  wherein  the  Subjective 
Knowledge  of  God,  first  in  the  actual  work  in  the  individual 
soul  and  then  in  the  effects  of  that  work,  is  disclosed  ;  and  the 
fourth  and  fifth  books  on  the  other  side,  wherein  first  the  actual 
constitution  of  the  visible  Church,  and  then  the  outward  divine 
movement  of  it,  are  attempted  to  be  demonstrated.  And  thus 
the  whole  Treatise  to  the  end  of  this  book,  ought  to  present  to 
us  one  large  and  connected  demonstration  of  the  mode  in  which 
God  saves  his  elect,  the  personal  work  in  their  souls,  their  indi- 
vidual lives  resulting  therefrom,  their  organization  into  a  visible 
Church,  the  true  nature,  end,  and  work  of  that  Church,  the 
supreme  Gifts  of  God  to  it,  its  divine  ordinances,  its  divinely- 
ordained  office-bearers,  and  divinely-appointed  Government  and 
the  movement  thereof. 

II. — 1.  The  consecration  of  man  to  the  service  and  enjoyment 
of  Gtxl,  and  therewith  his  investiture  by  God  with  dominion  ov]er, 
and  property  in,  the  earth  and  all  things  therein,  and  the  divine 
command  to  possess  and  to  replenish  it  with  bis  seed ;  was  coiii- 
cident  with  the  creation  of  the  first  parents  of  our  race.^  The 
other  great  act  of  God's  providence  preceding  the  Covenant  of 
Works,  was  that  be  blessed  the  seventh  day,  and  sanctified  it' 

'  Geu.,  L  27-30.  s  G«l,  ii  1^ 
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Throughout  the  Scriptures  no  two  ideas  are  more  perpetually 
held  forth,  than  these  two  of  the  primeval  consecration  of  man 
and  of  the  Sabbath  ;  and  amidst  the  great  variety  of  aspects  in 
which  the  latter  is  presented  to  us,  we  are  never  left  in  doubt 
that  it  is  a  fundamental  element  in  the  moral  system  of  the  uni- 
verse to  which  man  appertains.  Its  primary  conceptioQ  is  that 
of  a  hallowed  rest,  whose  use  shall  be  the  special  worship  of  God, 
the  cultivation  of  the  divine  life  in  our  own  souls,  and  the  doing 
of  good  to  our  fellow-men.  It  is,  therefore,  a  divine  ordinance 
containing  in  itself,  in  some  sort,  a  summary  of  all  Imman  obli- 
gation ;  our  duty,  namely,  to  God,  to  ourselves,  and  to  each 
other.  In  this  manner  we  see  it  connected  with  the  whole 
work  of  Gbd,  as  manifested  in  creation,  in  provideuce,  and  in 
graca  In  this  manner  it  is  connected  with  the  origin,  course, 
and  destiny  of  our  race  under  both  Covenants,  under  every 
dispensation  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace,  with  reference  to  our 
entire  being  in  this  life,  and  to  all  the  issues  of  it  in  the  life 
to  come. 

2.  I  have  already  pointed  out  the  fact  of  its  institution  in 
immediate  connection  with  the  work  of  creation,  and  as  one  of 
the  two  great  acts  of  God's  providence  towards  man  in  his  estate 
of  original  perfection.  And  the  reason  of  that  connection,  and 
of  the  connection  of  those  two  acts  of  God  towards  man  with 
each  other,  is  clearly  and  repeatedly  given  by  him.  The  act 
commemorated,  alike,  God's  work  of  creation,  and  God's  ceasing 
from  further  creative  work,  in  ineffable  repose,  when  that  work 
was  done,  and  he  saw  that  everything  he  had  made  was  very 
good :  and  it  ordained  that  man,  the  created  and  the  blessed 
head  of  this  whole  work,  should  thus  commemorate,  forever,  his 
own  origin  and  blessedness,  and  the  being,  and  glory,  and  work, 
and  rest  of  God,  in  whose  image  he  was  created.*  And  this  was 
its  special  use,  under  both  covenants — with  such  additions  as  in- 
creasing revelations  of  the  grace  of  God  made  thereto — until  the 
work  of  humiliation  by  Christ  was  complete,  and  he  had  risen 
from  the  dead.  Its  connection  with  the  moral  nature  of  man,, 
and  the  moral  Law  written  in  that  nature  by  God  at  the  creation 
of  man,  is  no  less  immediate.  When  God,  at  Sinai,  restored  upon 
two  tables  of  stone,  the  sum  of  that  unalterable  rule  of  all  duty 
required  of  man,  and  laid  it  at  the  foundation  of  his  written 

"  Gen.,  il  1-3 ;  Exod.,  xx.  8-11. 
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word  ;  one  of  the  four  commandinents  of  the  fint  table,  the  sum 
of  which  as  iDterpreted  by  Chriflt,  is  the  duty  of  supreme  love  to 
Gud,   was    the  dktinct  reiteration  of    this   ordinanc^^   of   the  ^ 
Bsbbaih  day^  as  pos&e&Bing  tha  very  highest  moral  obligatioiL* 
Ncir  was  its  connection  less  clothe  with  the  civil  polityj  ordained 
by  Gtod  for  hh  ancieut  people.     The  ft^ast  of  the  Piiesover  whick  \ 
commemorated   both  the  bondage  and  the  deliverance  of  the-^ 
Jewish  people^  the  feast  of  Pentecost  which  commemorated  the^l 
giving  of  the  Law  at  Sinai,  and  the  feast  of  Tabernacles  which  ! 
commemorated  their  pilgrimage  from  £gy pt  to  Canaati — the 
greatest  eveutg  in  their  history,  were  all  aa  really  eabbatical  iii  1 
they  were  national ;  and  both  their  years  of  Jubileej  the  &eventh^ 
and  fiftieth^ — the  most  remarkable  featuieB  of  thair  political  iasti«»| 
tutions,  were  purely  sabbatical  years.     Indeed  the  idea  of  hal^| 
lowed  time— time  consecrated  to  God  and  a  StibU-ith  for  man,  J 
pervaded,  thorongblyj  everj' civil  iostitution  uf  that  remarkable ! 
commonwealth.     The  ceremonial  system  added  to  themoml  and] 
•political  systems,  complated  the  outward  organisation  of  tbf  j 
Jewish  Dispensation  ;  and  the  idea  of  the  divine  and  perpetuall 
obligation  of  tbu  Sabbath  day  was  as  completely  fixed  in  the 
whole  Levi  ileal  and  Bacrifieial   system^  and  in  the  Dispensation 
considered  as  a  whole^  as  I  have  just  shown  it  to  have  been  in  its 
moral  and  civil  elements.    In  the  wilderness  no  manna  fell  on 
the  Sabbath  day.     Nothing  might   be  brought  in  through  the 
gates  of  Jerusalem  on  that  day.    And  so  completely  was  the 
right  observance  of  the  day  a  conspicuous  token  between  (Jod 
and  his  ancient  people/  that  this  has  been  continually  made  a 
pretext  for  rejecting  the  Sabbath,  as  a  purely  Jewish  institution. 
In  like  manner,  the  New  Testament  Scriptures  and  the  Christian 
Dispensation,  have  not  only  accepted  and  perpetuated,  in  a  man- 
ner the  most  complete,  this  vital  conception  and  ordinance  ;  but 
they  have  articulately  enlarged  its  significance  by  investing  the 
Sabbath  with  the  idea  of  Bedemption  as  well  as  the  idea  of  Crea- 
tion— the  idea  of  the  divine  Saviour  as  well  as  the  idea  of  the 
omnipotent  God.     Christ  proclaimed  himself  to  be  the  Lord  of 
the  Sabbath  day  ;*  his  inspired  Apostles  called  the  day  on  which 
he  rose  from  the  dead — and  repeatedly  sippeared  to  them — ^the 
Lord's  day  ;<  and,  divinely  authorized,  they  distinguished  that 

»  Exod.,  XX  8-11;  Mat,  xxii.37,38.        «  laa.,  Ivui.  13,  U;  Ezekiel,  xx.  18-20. 
■  Mat^  xii  a  4  Rev.,  I  10;  John,  xx.  19.  26. 
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day  as  the  perpetual  Sabbath  of  the  Christian  Church :  which 
that  Church  has  observed  through  all  ages,  with  a  fidelity  exactly 
proportioned  to  the  measure  of  its  grace. — And  finally,  this  en- 
during and  august  summary  of  the  sublime  spiritual  system  of 
which  God,  and  man,  and  creation,  and  providence,  and  redemp- 
tion are  the  everlasting  elements — is  projected  into  eternity ;  and 
the  assurance  of  a  rest — a  sabbatism — on  the  other  side  of  the 
Jordan  of  death — even  that  heaven  into  which  Jesus  the  Son  of 
God,  our  great  high  priest  has  passed,  is  revealed  to  our  faith  as 
one  of  its  very  firmest  supports.' 

3.  To  us,  then,  this  Sabbath  day  is  a  sign  between  God  and 
our  own  souls,  alike  of  our  original  perfection  as  his  creatures, 
and  of  our  crowning  and  endless  blessedness  as  bis  redeemed 
children.  It  is  besides  a  joy  and  a  support  to  us,  all  along  our 
weary  pilgrimage,  fighting  as  we  go  the  good  fight  of  faith 
Truly  has  our  Lord  said.  The  Sabbath  was  made  for  man  ;'  and, 
therefore,  how  could  it  be,  that  the  Son  of  man  should  not  be 
Lord  of  the  Sabbath?  Take  from  the  Christian  Church  this 
very  first  gift  of  God  to  man,  and  who  can  conceive  by  what 
other  means  she  can  either  gather  or  perfect  God's  saints  ? 
Take  from  a  world  full  of  sin,  and  toil,  and  ignorance,  and  mis- 
ery, this  hallowed  rest,  and  then  imagine  by  what  possibility  the 
human  race  can  be  extricated  from  perpetual  degradation  in  this 
life,  and  endless  ruin  in  that  which  is  to  come  ?  Silence,  in  the 
hearts  of  all  God's  saints,  those  words  of  solemn  admonition  and 
of  sweetest  consolation.  Remember  the  Sabbath  day  ;  and  who 
could  endure  a  life  of  temptation,  and  trial,  and  warfare,  aod 
sorrow — robbed  of  all  hallowed  rest  on  earth — robbed  of  all  type, 
and  sign,  and  seal  of  eternal  rest  to  come  ?  And  who  should 
restore  to  God  the  glory  and  the  praise  of  all  penitent  and 
believing  souls — the  glory  and  the  praise  of  all  created  and 
redeemed  souls — when  the  day  of  the  Lord  should  return  no 
more,  and  the  voice  of  the  bride  be  heard  no  more  ?  Many 
things  are  done  and  many  are  left  undone,  both  by  the  Church 
and  the  world,  which,  while  we  see  the  omission  or  the  act  to  be 
wrong,  we  see  also  some  way  to  explain  the  motive  for  that  which 
we  condemn.  But  that  the  Church  or  the  world  could  ever  appre- 
hend the  ordination  of  the  Sabbath  day — as  anything  else  than 
a  transcendent  blessing  to  our  ruined  world — a  transcendent. 

»  Heb.,  iv.  pastim,  •  Mark,  il  27,  28. 
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at  all,  that  he  should  fail  to  work  by  thia  vtsrj  truth  ;  im possible 
that  thia  truths  thus  used  by  him,  ahould  fail  t<i  effect  the  veiy 
object  far  which  he — very  GckI — both  revealed  it,  mad@  it  per- 
maneot,  and  now  uses  it  This  is  the  aspect  of  this  gift  of  Ood 
to  his  Churchy  coosidered  with  reference  to  the  work  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  isi  our  salvation  ;  and  so  considered,  it  is  absolutely  cer- 
tain that  tho  Gospel  of  Christy  is  the  power  of  Gt>d  unto  salvation 
to  every  one  that  believe th  ;  and  is  the  ^at  meaM  bestow  t?d  on 
the  Church  by  God  for  the  promotion  of  his  glory,  and  her  own 
blessedness. 

5.  Considered  in  itself,  and  considered  aa  the  heritapje  of  the 
Church  by  the  gift  of  God,  this  Written  Word  ii  capable  of  an 
appreciatkm  perfectly  distinct j  and  as  immense  m  we  are  compe- 
tent to  ni'ike.  (a)  It  is  unto  the  Church  her  divine  wamintj  for 
all  that  i&  is  her  duty  to  attempt  on  earth  ;  and  m^  in  iidilition, 
a  divine  guaranty  of  support,  of  conifbrt,  and  of  final  triumph, 
in  IV 11  her  faithful  endeavours  to  accomplish  the  will  of  GM. 
(/i)  It  is  an  infallible  guide  to  her  faith,  also,  wherein  her  own 
blessedness  is  assured,  in  prop(*rtiQn  to  her  holiness  ;  and  wherein 
salvation  is  secured  to  every  one,  upon  the  single  condition  of  ae- 
eeptin^  her  Lorrlj  as  their  Lord,  (e)  Widening  from  these  ele- 
mental points,  it  is  the  divine  record  of  the  entire  life  of  the 
Church,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  time  ;  the  record,  akso, 
of  the  career  of  the  human  race,  from  its  creation  to  the  cqii- 
Bummation  of  all  things  ;  the  record,  also,  of  the  bearing  of  all 
earthly  things  upon  the  Church  and  upon  the  human  race, 
and  of  each  of  these  upon  the  other.  So  that,  standing  in  the 
midst  of  the  centuries  as  they  roll  over  her,  she  has  the  means 
of  comprehending  clearly,  both  herself  and  all  things  tbal 
touch,  or  in  any  wise  affect  her.  However  dark  the  place  may 
be,  she  has  a  divine  h'ght  which  shines  into  it.  (d)  Still  widte^ 
ing,  it  carries  her  back  into  immensity  and  eternity,  setting  be- 
fore her  the  system  of  the  Universe,  of  which  all  earthly  tfaingi 
are  so  small  a  part, — making  known  to  her  the  position  which  tte 
race  of  man  occupies  in  that  boundless  system — revealing  tiub 
influence  of  his  fall  and  recovery  upon  it— the  relation  of  tbe 
method  of  his  recovery  to  it — and  the  relation  of  all  these  sia^ 
pendens  realities  to  the  being,  the  counsel,  the  providence,  the 
grace  and  the  glory  of  God,  as  manifested  throughout  h»  im- 
measurable works  and  dominion.    So  that,  face  to  face  with  tho 
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muieen  world,  she  may  comprehend  her  own  misBion,  and  posture 
with  relation  to  the  whole  Universe.  {€)  Still  widening,  it  opens 
before  her  the  eternity  to  come — the  life  l)eyond  death  with  its 
wondrous  laws — ^her  own  consummation  in  boundless  glory — the 
ruin  of  all  the  enemies  of  God  with  an  endless  ruin — the  con- 
smnmation  of  all  power,  and  wisdom,  and  justice,  and  good- 
ness and  truth,  and  love  over  all  worlds,  to  all  eternity.  And 
amidst  all  these  fearfully  immense  issues  of  so  much  force 
so  long  applied,  her  own  sublime  and  endless  exaltation — her 
own  transcendent  relations  to  God  and  to  the  Universe,  when 
Ctod  will  be  all  and  in  all,  and  the  Universe  retrieved  from  sin, 
will  be  full  of  the  blessedness,  which  her  own  Lord  and  Saviour, 
Head  over  all,  will  have  bestowed  on  it,  through  her  his  elect 
Bride  I  So  that  all  along  her  pilgrimage  there  is  no  moment  of 
darkness  so  profound,  but  that  if  she  could  endure  it,  she  might 
have  the  vision  of  God  ;  no  moment  of  weakness  so  abject,  but 
that  if  she  could  lift  up  her  head,  she  might  behold  upon  the 
heights  of  heaven,  the  banner  that  was  dipped  in  blood  I 

6.  We  seem  prone  to  form  the  most  erroneous  opinions,  con- 
cerning the  true  nature  of  the  Church  of  God.  On  one  side, 
men  attribute  to  her  an  authority  essentially  divine  ;  and  claim 
for  her  ordinances  and  office-bearers,  powers  which  reside  only  in 
God.  On  the  other  side,  they  strip  her  of  all  authority,  reduce 
her  to  the  condition  of  a  merely  human  association,  and  look  to 
her  own  articles  and  acts  as  the  only  source  of  her  power.  Widely 
different  from  both,  God  represents  his  Church  to  be  a  real  spir- 
itual Kingdom,  strictly  subordinated  to  himself,  yet  charged  with 
a  sublime  mission,  and  invested  with  authority  to  execute  a  work 
unspeakably  glorious.  Giving  to  her  his  only  begotten  Son,  his 
Divine  Spirit,  and  his  Inspired  Word,  it  is  not  possible  to  con- 
ceive that  he  could  hold  men  guiltless,  who  resist  his  purposes  of 
infinite  grace  and  mercy  through  her.  How  then,  should  those 
who  profess  to  be  his  people,  pervert  her  nature,  contemn  her  au- 
thority, or  corrupt  her  life  ;  without  forfeiting  many  of  the  most 
costly  blessings  provided  for  them,  and  putting  at  hazard  the 
whole  work  to  which  they  suppose  they  are  called  ?  Where  the 
divine  Redeemer,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  the  Sacred  Scriptures 
abide — even  if  it  be  with  the  humblest  children  of  God  ;  there 
God  abides  also.  But  when  these  unspeakable  gifts  are  bestowed 
by  God  ns  marks  of  his  divine  favour,  to  his  Kingdom  made 
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at  ftil,  that  he  should  fail  to  work  by  this  rery  tmth  ;  impossible 
that  thie  truth,  thus  used  by  MiOj  fihould  fail  to  effect  the  very 
object  f<)r  which  he— very  Gt>d— both  revealed  it^  miide  it  peit 
manent,  and  now  uses  it*  This  m  the  aspect  of  this  gift  of  God 
to  his  Church,  considered  with  ref^areuce  to  the  work  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  J  in  our  salvation  ;  and  so  considered,  it  is  absolutely  cer- 
tain that  the  Goi^pel  of  Christy  is  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation 
to  every  one  that  belie veth  ;  and  is  the  great  means  bestowed  on 
the  Church  by  God  for  the  promotion  of  his  glory,  and  her  own 
blessedness. 

5.  Considered  in  itself^  and  considered  as  the  heritage  of  the 
Church  by  the  gift  of  God,  tbie  Written  Word  is  capable  of  an 
appreciation  perfectly  distincty  and  as  inimense  as  we  are  compe- 
tent to  rauke,  (a)  It  is  unto  the  Church  her  divine  warrant,  for 
all  that  il  m  her  duty  to  attempt  on  earth  ;  and  is^  in  addition, 
A  divine  guaranty  of  suf^port,  of  comfort,  and  of  final  triumph, 
in  nil  her  faithful  endcavoura  to  aecomplish  the  will  of  Goch 
(It)  It  is  an  infallible  ^uide  to  her  faith,  also,  wherein  her  own 
blessedness  is  assured,  in  j)rOfH)rtion  to  her  holiness  ;  and  wherein 
sfilvation  is  secured  to  every  one,  upon  the  single  condition  of  ae- 
ceptinp:  hor  Lord,  ns  their  Lord,  (c)  Widening  froin  these  ele- 
mental points,  it  is  the  divine  record  of  the  entire  life  of  the 
Church,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  time  ;  the  record,  akso, 
of  the  career  of  the  human  race,  from  its  creation  to  the  con- 
summation of  all  things  ;  the  record,  also,  of  the  bearing  of  all 
earthly  things  upon  the  Church  and  upon  the  human  race, 
and  of  each  of  these  upon  the  other.  So  that,  standing  in  the 
midst  of  the  centuries  as  they  roll  over  her,  she  has  the  means 
of  comprehending  clearly,  both  herself  and  all  things  tbal 
touch,  or  in  any  wise  affect  her.  However  dark  the  place  may 
be,  she  has  a  divine  h'ght  which  shines  into  it.  {d)  Still  widte- 
ing,  it  carries  her  back  into  immensity  and  eternity,  setting  be'- 
fore  her  the  system  of  the  Universe,  of  which  all  earthly  things 
are  so  small  a  part, — making  known  to  her  the  position  which  tte 
race  of  man  occupies  in  that  boundless  system — revealing  Hub 
influence  of  his  fall  and  recovery  upon  it— 'the  relation  of  iha 
method  of  his  recovery  to  it — and  the  relation  of  all  these  sia* 
pendens  realities  to  the  being,  the  counsel,  the  providence,  tba 
grace  and  the  glory  of  God,  as  manifested  throughout  his  im- 
measurable works  and  dominion.    So  that,  face  to  face  with  tho 
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unseen  world,  she  may  comprehend  her  own  misBion,  and  posture 
with  relation  to  the  whole  Universe.  {€)  Still  widening,  it  opens 
before  her  the  eternity  to  come — the  life  beyond  death  with  its 
wondrous  laws — ^her  own  consummation  in  boundless  glory — the 
ruin  of  all  the  enemies  of  God  with  an  endless  ruin — tbe  con- 
Bommation  of  all  power,  and  wisdom,  and  justice,  and  good- 
ness and  truth,  and  love  over  all  worlds,  to  all  eternity.  And 
amidst  all  these  fearfully  immense  issues  of  so  much  force 
so  long  applied,  her  own  sublime  and  endless  exaltation — ber 
own  transcendent  relations  to  God  and  to  the  Universe,  when 
Cbd  will  be  all  and  in  all,  and  the  Universe  retrieved  from  sin, 
will  be  full  of  the  blessedness,  which  her  own  Lord  and  Saviour, 
Head  over  all,  will  have  bestowed  on  it,  through  her  his  elect 
Bride  I  So  that  all  along  her  pilgrimage  there  is  no  moment  of 
darkness  so  profound,  but  that  if  she  could  endure  it,  she  might 
have  the  vision  of  God  ;  no  moment  of  weakness  so  abject,  but 
that  if  she  could  lift  up  her  head,  she  might  behold  upon  the 
heights  of  heaven,  the  banner  that  was  dipped  in  blood  I 

6.  We  seem  prone  to  form  the  most  erroneous  opinions,  con- 
cerning the  true  nature  of  the  Church  of  God.  On  one  side, 
men  attribute  to  her  an  authority  essentially  divine  ;  and  claim 
for  her  ordinances  and  office-bearers,  powers  which  reside  only  in 
God.  On  the  other  side,  they  strip  her  of  all  authority,  reduce 
her  to  the  condition  of  a  merely  human  association,  and  look  to 
her  own  articles  and  acts  as  the  only  source  of  her  power.  Widely 
different  from  both,  God  represents  his  Church  to  be  a  real  si)ir- 
itual  Kingdom,  strictly  subordinated  to  himself,  yet  charged  with 
a  sublime  mission,  and  invested  with  authority  to  execute  a  work 
unspeakably  glorious.  Giving  to  her  his  only  begotten  Son,  his 
Divine  Spirit,  and  his  Inspired  Word,  it  is  not  possible  to  con- 
ceive that  he  could  hold  men  guiltless,  who  resist  his  purposes  of 
infinite  grace  and  mercy  through  her.  How  then,  should  those 
who  profi'ss  to  be  his  people,  pervert  her  nature,  contemn  her  au- 
thority, or  corrupt  her  life  ;  without  forfeiting  many  of  the  most 
costly  blessings  provided  for  them,  and  putting  at  hazard  the 
whole  work  to  which  they  suppose  they  are  called  ?  Where  the 
divine  Redeemer,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  the  Sacred  Scriptures 
abide — even  if  it  be  with  the  humblest  children  of  God  ;  there 
God  abides  also.  But  when  these  unspeakable  gifts  are  bestowed 
by  God  ns  marks  of  his  divine  favour,  to  his  Kingdom  made 
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visible  on  earth— and  as  tho  efficacious  mean  a,  bcsidc^j  whereio 
that  Kingdom  grounds  its  very  existence^  and  whereby  it  is  able 
to  execute  the  eternal  purpose  of  God's  will  ;  we  insult  the  ma- 
jestj  of  God  J  and  we  obstructj  according  to  our  ahilityj  the 
progress  of  hia  graces  by  whatever  departure^  on  the  one  gide  or 
the  other,  from  the  simple  and  complete  reception,  as  they  come 
from  heaveUj  of  ordinancee  which  have  the  moat  convincing 
proof  that  they  are  of  God, 
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boanden  duty  of  the  Chnrch  to  give  this  outward  efficacy, 
according  to  her  ntmost  ability,  to  all  these  gifts  and  ordinances 
of  Cbd  ;  and  so  the  crowning  Ordinanee  given  to  the  Church, 
has  the  most  special  reference  to  the  world — namely  its  Evange- 
lization. And  the  more  perfect  is  the  inwaid  efficacy  of  all 
Gifts  and  Ordinances  of  God — ^the  more  completely  is  the  Church 
fitted  and  the  more  earnestly  is  she  inclined,  to  give  outward 
efficacy  to  every  one  of  them  ;  and  thus  complete  in  her  own  di- 
vine equipment,  to  address  herself,  in  the  power  of  God  and  by 
the  authority  of  Gk>d,  to  the  great  work  of  saving  the  world.  It 
is  Gknl  who  has  given  her  this  blessed  work  to  do  :  she  may  not, 
without  impiety  to  him,  and  dishonour  to  herself  and  ruin  to  the 
world,  omit  to  do  it.  It  is  God  who  has  bestowed  on  her  eveiy 
gift  which  could  fit  her  for  its  performance — every  ordinance 
which  could  aid  her  in  its  accomplishment — every  promise  which 
could  render  its  achievement  certain.  And  then  he  has  staked 
her  crown,  and  his  own  glory,  upon  her  success  in  the  great  work ; 
and  he  calls  to  her  from  heaven, — Be  of  good  cheer,  I  have  over- 
come the  world  1' 

2.  The  perpetuity  of  the  Church,  from  generation  to  genera- 
tion, depends  on  the  thoroughness  with  which  this  work  of  Evan- 
gelization is  done  by  her.  If  it  were  to  cease  altogether,  the 
shortness  of  human  life  would  cause  the  almost  immediate  extin- 
guishment of  the  Church,  If  it  is  done  unfaithfully,  the  pro- 
portion of  unconverted  professors  of  religion  constantly  increases 
— hurryiug  the  Church  into  formality,  deadness,  heresy,  corrup- 
tion, apostacy  :  a  fearful  course,  every  step  of  which  is  palpable 
throughout  the  history  of  the  human  race.  And  yet  to  do  it 
faithfnily,  is  far  beyond  any  power  on  earth  except  that  of  the 
Church  ;  and  far  beyond  hers  except  as  the  life  of  God  animates 
a^II  her  endeavours.  A  whole  world  in  utter  rebellion  against 
Gk>d,  is  to  be  subdued  :  a  thousand  millions  of  impenitent  sin- 
ners are  to  be  converted  :  ever}^  form  of  false  religion  is  to  be 
extirpated  :  the  mental  darkness  of  the  human  race  is  to  be 
enlightened — ^its  temporal  degradation  is  to  be  removed.  In 
attempting  this — toils,  and  sufferings,  and  self-denials,  and  dan- 
gers are  to  be  encountered,  which  no  other  end  would  justify.  To 
gain  any  triumph,  and  to  secure  every  one  as  it  is  gained,  to  pre- 
pare us  for  the  very  doing  of  the  work  and  to  maintain  the  Church 

>  John,  XTL  33. 


518  fHl    HHOWLEDQE    07    QOD.  [bOO&  T. 

bmce  everything  whicb  gives  visibility,  organ izatioD,  and  effiaacy 
to  the  Kingdom  of  God  as  now  manifested  in  this  world,  consid- 
ered ae  the  Church  of  Christ.  Of  the  three  supreme  Gifts  of 
God  to  this  Church  J  which  I  have  considered  in  the  preceding 
chapter,  only  the  third  one — his  written  word^ — can  be  considered 
m  strictly  an  ordinance  ;  and  that,  perhaps,  only  in  its  furm  as 
written  and  therefore  permanent^  Nevertheless,  there  is  a  pro- 
found sense  in  which  not  only  the  written  word,  bnt,  aliio,  both 
the  Saviour  and  the  Bpirit  are,  as  I  have  endeavoured  to  explain, 
peculiar  Gifts  of  God  to  his  Church  visible  and  organized,  pecu- 
liarly related  to  all  these  ortlinances  bestowed  on  her  in  those  re- 
spects. The  chief  of  those  ordinances  by  means  of  which  those 
three  supreme  Gifts  of  God  are  made  eft'ectual,  I  ara  now  to  con- 
sider as  briefly  as  I  can.  First  generaHy ;  afierwards  those  called 
sacraments,  more  particularly ;  then  the  office- hearers  who  ad- 
ministcr  them,  and  the  Government  which  these  office-bearers 
compose  and  admintBter  by  the  ordination  of  God.  In  this  man- 
ner the  analogy  will  bo  complete  between  the  second  and  third 
books  of  this  Treatise,  on  oue  side,  wh&rein  the  Subjective 
Knowledge  of  God,  first  in  the  actual  work  in  the  individual 
soul  and  then  in  the  effects  of  that  work,  i'^  disclosed  ;  and  the 
fourth  and  fifth  books  on  the  other  side,  wherein  first  the  actual 
constitution  of  the  visible  Church,  and  then  the  outward  divine 
movement  of  it,  are  attempted  to  be  demonstrated.  And  thus 
the  whole  Treatise  to  the  end  of  this  book,  ought  to  present  to 
us  one  large  and  connected  demonstration  of  the  mode  in  which 
God  saves  his  elect,  the  personal  work  in  their  souls,  their  indi- 
vidual lives  resulting  therefrom,  their  organization  into  a  visible 
Church,  the  true  nature,  end,  and  work  of  that  Church,  the 
supreme  Gifts  of  God  to  it,  its  divine  ordinances,  its  divinely- 
ordained  office-bearers,  and  divinely-appointed  Government  aod 
the  movement  thereof. 

II. — 1.  The  consecration  of  man  to  the  service  and  enjoyment 
of  God,  and  therewith  his  investiture  by  God  with  dominion  o^r, 
and  property  in,  the  earth  and  all  things  therein,  and  the  divine 
command  to  possess  and  to  replenish  it  with  his  seed ;  was  coin- 
cident with  the  creation  of  the  first  parents  of  our  race.*  The 
other  great  act  of  God's  providence  preceding  the  Coveoant  of 
Works,  was  that  he  blessed  the  seventh  day^  and  sanctified  iV 

"  Gen^  I  27-30.  «  Gkn^  il  1-^ 
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Throughout  the  Scriptures  no  two  ideas  are  more  perpetually 
held  forth,  than  these  two  of  the  primeval  consecration  of  man 
and  of  the  Sabbath  ;  and  amidst  the  great  variety  of  aspects  in 
which  the  latter  is  presented  to  us,  we  are  never  left  in  doubt 
that  it  is  a  fundamental  element  in  the  moral  system  of  the  uni- 
verse to  which  man  appertains.  Its  primary  conception  is  that 
of  a  hallowed  rest,  whose  use  shall  be  the  special  worship  of  God, 
the  cultivation  of  the  divine  life  in  our  own  souls,  and  the  doing 
of  good  to  our  fellow-men.  It  is,  therefore,  a  divine  ordinance 
containing  in  itself,  in  some  sort,  a  summary  of  all  human  obli- 
gation ;  our  duty,  namely,  to  God,  to  ourselves,  and  to  each 
other.  In  this  manner  we  see  it  connected  with  the  whole 
work  of  G^,  as  manifested  in  creation,  in  providence,  and  in 
graca  In  this  manner  it  is  connected  with  the  origin,  course, 
and  destiny  of  our  race  under  both  Covenants,  under  every 
dispensation  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace,  with  reference  to  our 
entire  being  in  this  life,  and  to  all  the  issues  of  it  in  the  life 
to  come. 

2.  I  have  already  pointed  out  the  fact  of  its  institution  in 
immediate  connection  with  the  work  of  creation,  and  as  one  of 
the  two  great  acts  of  God's  providence  towards  man  in  his  estate 
of  original  perfection.  And  the  reason  of  that  connection,  and 
of  the  connection  of  those  two  acts  of  God  towards  man  with 
each  other,  is  clearly  and  repeatedly  given  by  him.  The  act 
commemorated,  alike,  God's  work  of  creation,  and  God's  ceasing 
from  further  creative  work,  in  ineffable  repose,  when  that  work 
was  done,  and  he  saw  that  everything  he  had  made  was  very 
good :  and  it  ordained  that  man,  the  created  and  the  blessed 
head  of  this  whole  work,  should  thus  commemorate,  forever,  his 
own  origin  and  blessedness,  and  the  being,  and  glory,  and  work, 
and  rest  of  God,  in  whose  image  he  was  created.'  And  this  was 
its  special  use,  under  both  covenants — with  such  additions  as  in- 
creasing revelations  of  the  grace  of  God  made  thereto — until  the 
work  of  humiliation  by  Christ  was  complete,  and  he  had  risen 
from  the  dead.  Its  connection  with  the  moral  nature  of  man,, 
and  the  moral  Law  written  in  that  nature  by  Qoi  at  the  creation 
of  man,  is  no  less  immediate.  When  God,  at  Sinai,  restored  upon 
two  tables  of  stone,  the  sum  of  that  unalterable  rule  of  all  duty 
required  of  man,  and  laid  it  at  the  foundation  of  his  written 

"  Gen.,  il  1-3 ;  Exod.,  xx.  8-11. 
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the  separate  organization  of  the  Church  of  God  considered  as 
visible  :  a  dacrameat  which,  under  three  dispensntions  of  the 
Covenant  of  Grace,  and  uoder  two  very  distinct  forms  has  oon- 
tinued  for  about  four  thou&and  years,*  to  bo  a  sign  and  a  seal  of 
God'fi  ^race  to  his  people,  Moses  simply  continued,  by  a  pnsitivrj 
eimctraent,  the  sacrament  of  circumcidon  as  he  found  it  estab- 
lished amongst  his  people ;'  and  cngmfted  h  into  the  disjiijnRfl- 
tiun  he  was  sent  to  organize  out  of  the  descendjints  of  Abraham 
through  Isaac,  upon  one  branch  of  the  great  promises  eealod  by 
this  sacranient  Christ  himself  plainly  tells  ns  that  this  was  the 
relation  of  this  sacmment  to  the  Levitical  dispensation  ;*  and 
therein  points  out  th©  nature  of  its  relation  to  the  whole  Jewish 
system.  It  was  the  token  of  all  the  promises  of  a  strictly  per* 
fional  kind,  made  to  Abraham  :  the  token,  also,  of  all  the  prom- 
ises made  in  favour  of  Ishmael  and  his  posterity,  and  EsaQ  and 
his  posterity :  the  token,  also,  of  the  far  higher  [Hioinise^j  both 
temporal  and  spiritusil,  made  to  the  descendants  of  Ahrabfua 
through  Isajic  and  Jacob — who  were  very  specially  heins  accordiog 
to  the  promise  of  God,  In  this  respect  circumcisioQ  was  thcj  hmh 
^f  the  Hebrew  commonwealth ,  and  of  the  peculiar  system  of  the 
Jews  in  all  its  as[jectB,  But  its  fnudam entail  sense  and  use  wrre 
to  signify  and  seal  divine  grace,  and  to  bind  and  oblige  men  to 
the  performance  of  all  duties  corresponding  thereto.'  And  there- 
fore, God  called  it  from  the  beginning  a  token  of  the  covenant 
between  him  and  Abraham,*  and  declared  two  thousand  years 
afterwardn,  by  the  mouth  of  Paul,  that  Abraham  received  it  as  a 
seal  of  the  righteousness  of  faith — the  great  stipulation  of  the 
covenant,  that  Abraham  should  be  heir  of  the  world,  not  being 
through  the  law,  but  through  the  righteousness  of  faith.*  Where- 
fore, and  in  like  manner,  justification  was  sealed  by  it  to  all  be- 
lievers, of  whom  Abraham,  through  this  covenant,  is  the  common 
Father :'  by  which,  also,  sanctification  was  signified  and  sealed 

*  The  clironology  adopted  in  this,  and  the  former  Treatise,  is  that  which  it  oom- 
monlj  accepted  as  settled  upon  the  foundation  of  the  laboura  of  Petavius  and  hit 
successors.  This  is  done,  not  as  assenting  to  the  accuracy  of  any  port  of  it,  praotAng 
the  Christbn  era,  but  because  any  discu&sions  on  such  a  topic,  in  the  present  title  of 
opinion,  and  in  connection  with  such  labours  as  I  liave  been  attempting;  would  oi^f 
perplex  my  general  subject,  even  if  they  cleared  up  the  chronology  of  it  before  the  tt> 
tablishment  of  the  Gospel  Churoh — which  was  far  more  than  I  could  expect 

>  Lev.,  xil  3.  •  John,  viL  22.  »  Dent,  x.  It, 

*  Gen.,  xTii  11.  •  Rom.,  iv.  11,  12.  •  QtL,  iS.  t. 
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day  as  the  perpetual  Sabbath  of  the  Christian  Church :  which 
that  Church  has  observed  through  all  ages,  with  a  fidelity  exactly 
proportioned  to  the  measure  of  its  grace. — ^And  finally,  this  en- 
during and  august  summary  of  the  sublime  spiritual  system  of 
which  God,  and  man,  and  creation,  and  providence,  and  redemp- 
tion are  the  everlasting  elements — is  projected  into  eternity ;  and 
the  assurance  of  a  rest — a  sabbatism — on  the  other  side  of  the 
Jordan  of  death — even  that  heaven  into  which  Jesus  the  Son  of 
God,  our  great  high  priest  has  passed,  is  revealed  to  our  faith  as 
one  of  its  very  firmest  supports.* 

3.  To  us,  then,  this  Sabbath  day  is  a  sign  between  God  and 
our  own  souls,  alike  of  our  original  perfection  as  his  creatures, 
and  of  our  crowning  and  endless  blessedness  as  his  redeemed 
children.  It  is  besides  a  joy  and  a  support  to  us,  all  along  our 
weary  pilgrimage,  fighting  as  we  go  the  good  fight  of  faith 
Truly  has  our  Lord  said.  The  Sabbath  was  made  for  man  ;'  and, 
therefore,  how  could  it  be,  that  the  Son  of  man  should  not  be 
Lord  of  the  Sabbath?  Take  from  the  Christian  Church  this 
very  first  gift  of  God  to  man,  and  who  can  conceive  by  what 
other  means  she  can  either  gather  or  perfect  God's  saints  ? 
Take  from  a  world  full  of  sin,  and  toil,  and  ignorance,  and  mis- 
ery, this  hallowed  rest,  and  then  imagine  by  what  possibility  the 
human  race  can  be  extricated  irom  perpetual  degradation  in  this 
life,  and  endless  ruin  in  that  which  is  to  come  ?  Silence,  in  the 
hearts  of  all  God's  saints,  those  words  of  solemn  admonition  and 
of  sweetest  consolation.  Remember  the  Sabbath  day  ;  and  who 
could  endure  a  life  of  temptation,  and  trial,  and  warfare,  and 
sorrow — robbed  of  all  hallowed  rest  on  earth — robbed  of  all  type, 
and  sign,  and  seal  of  eternal  rest  to  come  ?  And  who  should 
restore  to  God  the  glory  and  the  praise  of  all  penitent  and 
believing  souls — the  glory  and  the  praise  of  all  created  and 
redeemed  souls — ^when  the  day  of  the  Lord  should  return  no 
more,  and  the  voice  of  the  bride  be  heard  no  more  ?  Many 
things  are  done  and  many  are  left  undone,  both  by  the  Church 
and  the  world,  which,  while  we  see  the  omission  or  the  act  to  be 
wrong,  we  see  also  some  way  to  explain  the  motive  for  that  which 
we  condemn.  But  that  the  Church  or  the  world  could  ever  appre- 
hend the  ordination  of  the  Sabbath  day — as  anything  else  than 
a  transcendent  blessing  to  our  ruined  world — a  transcendent 

>  Heb.,  iv.  pasHm,  '  Mark,  il  27,  28. 
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may  therefore  confidently  say  that  ^ircunicigioE  was  tlie  primevij 
j-m;rttinent  of  the  dispensation  of  the  covenant  of  t^race,  iiisti- 
tuted^  by  God^  in  Abraham  and  his  aeed  :  thai  it  wae  a  tukeu 
between  Grod  and  every  one  beneficially  interested  in  that  cove- 
nant, of  the  covenant  itself  and  of  every  promise  made  in  it : 
andj  as  such,  was  accepted  by  Moses,  and  engrafted  into  the 
Jewish  dispensation^  as  the  foundation  thereof.  Ordained  by 
God  in  the  tlesh  of  his  covenant  people— the  seed  of  his  friend 
Ahrahanij  it  became  the  first  mark  of  tlie  visible  separation  of 
God's  people  from  the  world — the  first  step  in  the  visible  organ- 
isation of  the  Chnruh  of  God ;  and  as  such,  its  main  u^e  and 
significance  were,  that  it  waii  a  token  and  a  seal  of  the  deliver- 
ance of  believers  in  God  from  sin  and  endless  death,  by  the  oaly 
way  in  which  God  ever  delivered  any — to  wit,  by  the  Son  of  God 
as  the  Sfiviour  of  ainners^ whose  advent  was  the  chief  stipfda- 
tion  of  the  covenant :  and  ttat  its  period,  under  tlie  form  orip- 
nally  giveOj  was  until  the  end  of  all  that  w«s  legal,  typical  and 
trLTCmooial,  and  the  cotiiplete  muni  testation  of  divine  grace  »tij4 
truthj  through  Jesus  Christ — by  whot^e  command,  Baptiam  with 
water,  in  the  name  of  the  Triune  God,  touk  it»  place  as  n  token 
II nd  seal  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  under  the  Gospel  disivensa- 
tion. 

3.  The  Scriptures  clearly  explain  the  mission  of  John  the 
Baptist,  as  the  forerunner  of  Christ,  together  with  the  nature 
and  whole  course,  fruits  and  end  thereof*  It  is  repeatedly  d^ 
clared,  that  one  grand  part  of  that  mission,  was  to  baptise  tbo 
people,  in  the  preparation  of  the  way  of  the  Lord,  and  with  ex- 
plicit reference  to  his  immediate  appearance  in  his  persofial 
ministry.  Behold,  said  John,  the  Lamb  of  God,  whicli  taketh 
away  the  sin  of  the  world.  This  is  he  of  whom  I  said,  after  me 
cometh  a  man  which  is  preferred  before  me  ;  for  he  was  before 
me.  And  I  knew  him  not :  but  that  he  should  be  manifest  to 
Israel,  therefore  am  I  come  baptizing  with  water.  I  saw  the 
Spirit  descending  from  heaven  like  a  dove,  and  it  abode  a|MMi 
him.  And  I  knew  him  not :  but  he  that  sent  me  to  baptize  with 
water,  the  same  said  unto  me,  Upon  whom  thou  shalt  see  the 
Spirit  descending,  and  remaining  on  him,  the  same  is  he  which  bap- 
tizeth  with  the  Holy  Ghost.*  It  is  therefore  certain  that  John 
was  divinely  commanded  to  baptize :  that  this  baptism  had  a  di- 

*  Luke,  iil  1-22 ;   ICatt,  ULiNMnfii;  xL  1-19.  >  John,  L  29-*8S. 
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rect  relt^vaocy  to  the  immediato  manifestation  of  Jesas  Christ, 
M  the  Son  of  Qod  and  the  Saviour  of  the  world  ;  and  that  Jesus 
Ofarist  would  initiate  a  better  baptism  than  one  of  mere  water  unto 
repentance^  which  was  the  nature  of  John's  baptism,  as  explained 
bjr  himself,  while  ho  describes  that  of  Christ  as  a  baptism  with 
the  Holy  Ghost  and  fire.'  The  baptism  of  John,  therefore,  bore 
the  same  relation  to  Christian  baptism,  that  John  himself  bore 
to  Christ.  It  was  not  instituted  by  Christ, — but  preceded  his 
ministry,  and  had  relation  only  to  that  ministry,  as  has  been 
riiown,— and  as  the  baptism  of  Christ  himself,  by  John,  abun- 
dantly confirms.*  Moreover,  the  Apostle  Paul,  not  only  baptised 
disciples  who  had  already  been  baptized  unto  John's  baptism  ; 
bat  he  explained  why  he  did  it,  in  the  sense  I  have  already  stated.' 
4  The  Lord  Jesus  did  not  personally  baptize ;  but  his  disci- 
ples did,  with  his  approbation,  in  his  presence,  and  as  part  of  the 
work  appropriate  to  them,  while  his  ministry  continued  :  indeed 
it  is  expressly  stated  that  they  did  this  before  the  close  of  John's 
ministry.f  Nor  in  all  the  testimony  of  John  to  Christ,  as  the 
Bon  of  God  and  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  is  there  anythini^ 
more  clear  and  full,  than  his  exposition  of  these  very  circum- 
stances, when  he  was  informed  of  them.'  Still  the  decisive  fact 
must  be  remembered,  that  Jesus  Christ  was  a  minister  of  the 
circumcision  :  sent  only,  so  far  as  his  personal  ministry  went,  to 
the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel :  he  came  unto  his  own  and 
his  own  received  him  not4  And  this  was  all  involved  so  deeply 
in  his  Mediatorial  work,  that  it  might  not  be  otherwise :  and 
even  the  truth  of  God,  the  promises  made  unto  the  fathers,  and 
the  call  of  the  Gentiles  themselves,  exacted,  as  is  declared  by 
Paul,  this  very  form  of  the  coming  of  Messiah.*  He  neither 
took  down  the  Jewish  system,  nor  set  up  the  Christian  system  in 
its  stead ;  but  on  the  contrary,  amongst  his  most  wonderful 
teachings,  were  his  expositions  of  the  spirituality  of  the  dispen- 
sation to  which  his  own  mission  put  an  end.  Having  invested 
his  Apostles  with  all  power,  and  designated  the  circumstances  in 
which  they  should  receive  all  fitness ;  his  reserve  was  so  great, 
that  although  he  instituted  the  sacrament  of  his  body  and  blood 
while  he  observed  the  Passover  for  the  last  time,  he  did  not  then 

'  Hatt,  iiL  IL  *  Matt,  Ui.  13-17 ;  xxl  23-27. 

•Acta,  xlx.l-B.  t  John,  iv.  2 ;  iil  22-24. 

•  John,  SiL  26-36.    J  Rom.,  xv.  S;  lUtt^  xv. 24;  John,  1 11.    *  Rodl,  xy.  8-12. 
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say  to  Iris  Apn?itlefl  that  the  sacrament,  which  hnd  commemo rated 
hb  own  siHTifice  so  long,  and  which  wns  to  comtiieinontt<tj  U  to 
the  cnti  of  timc^raust,  thenceforwanl  change  ita  form.  In  like 
mannor,  nut  a  word  is  recorded  which  It^nik  any  support  tti  the 
idea,  tliat  John  helieved,  or  that  Christ  taught,  or  thiit  the  Apos- 
tles nndemtoodj  that  either  the  baptism  of  John,  or  tlw  Wplisni 
httbitiially  pmctised  hy  the  Apostles,  during  the  ininbtn*  of  Christ, 
was  to  pupphmt  the  sacrament  of  tJircumcision.  On  the  contmry, 
it  wa»  not  until  long  after  Chriatianity  had  optmed  its  boisom  to 
the  Gentile  world,  that  the  Apostlefl  themselves  could  see,  that 
the  true  Christian  Baptism  instituted  by  Christ  after  his  resur- 
rectionj  wasj  itself,  to  supplant  the  hloody  and  national  form  of 
the  ancient  sacrament-'  In  fine,  as  the  baptism  <;f  John  bore  to 
Christian  baptism  the  Bam©  relation  that  John  bore  to  Christ, 
a^  I  have  shown  ;  so  the  baptism  practised  by  the  Apostles,  dur- 
ing the  pergonal  rainistry  of  Christy  bore  to  the  hapHsm  insti- 
tuted, by  Christ  J  after  his  resurrection^  the  same  relation  that  llie 
toinifitry  of  Christ,  in  the  flesh,  m  a  minister  of  the  circumcirfoiii 
bore  to  the  dispensation  of  the  Holy  Ghostj  administered  by 
Christ  irom  the  right  hand  of  the  majesty  on  high.  Both  these 
forms  of  baptism  were  of  God  ;  but  neither  of  them  superseded 
circumcirtion  —  neither  of  them  was  identical  with  complete 
Christian  Baptism,  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son, 
and  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  expressly  instituted  by  Christ,  after  hiis 
resurrection.  They  were  the  steps  of  the  transition,  by  which 
the  Church  of  God  passed  from  the  legal  to  the  Gospel  state : 
by  which  the  Sacrament  of  Pardon, — if  we  may  veature,  with 
all  the  Fathers,  to  call  it  so — passed  from  its  bloody  and  fore- 
shadowing state,  into  its  perfect  state,  as  attested  by  the  Spirit, 
the  water,  and  the  blood  already  shed. 

5.  We  arrive,  at  length,  at  the  institution  of  the  final  and 
perfiect  form  of  this  Sacrament.  The  testimony  of  John  the 
Baptist,  is  ended  :  the  work  of  Christ  as  a  minister  of  the  ctr- 
cumcision,  is  accomplished.  Crucified,  dead,  buried, — risen  again 
on  the  third  day, — appearing  repeatedly  to  his  Apostles  and 
others  during  forty  days — ^he  is  at  length,  while  he  blessed  them, 
parted  from  them,  and  carried  up  into  heaven.  During  this 
most  remarkable  interval  between  his  resurrection  and  his  open 
and  glorious  ascent,  from  their  very  presence;  the  eleven  went  into 

»  Acta,  xxL  17-26. 
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•Ghilflee,  into  a  mountain  where  Jesus  bad  appointed  them.  See- 
ing him,  worshipping  him,  and,  strauge  to  say,  some  doubting, 
Jesus  spoke  unto  them  those  sublime  words,  which  leave  to  men 
no  altematiye  betweeu  adoriug  him  and  denouncing  him  ; — All 
power  is  given  unto  me  in  heaven  and  in  earth  I  Gro  ye,  therefore, 
and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father, 
and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.^  He  had  said  unto  Nio- 
odemus,  near  the  commencement  of  his  ministry.  Except  a  man 
be  bom  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter  into  the  king- 
dom of  heaven ;' — and  now,  having  triumphed  over  death  and 
hell,  his  command  is — Teach, — Baptize  : — Lo  I  am  with  you  al- 
mj,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world  1  Go  into  all  the  world — 
teach  all  nations— disciple  them  all — teach  them  all  to  observe 
all  things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you.  And  as  they 
hear,  and  believe,  and  live,  gather  them  together  as  my  disci- 
ples. Baptize  all  who  are  mine,  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and 
of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Here  is  the  warrant — here 
the  institution — the  command — the  promise  :  all  that  remains 
will  be  added  when  Pentecost  is  fully  come.'  It  is  the  crucified 
and  risen  Saviour  who  institutes  Christian  Baptism,  in  the  hands 
of  bis  Apostles,  and  lays  it  as  distinctly  at  the  foundation  of 
the  Gospel  Church,  as  circumcision  was  laid  at  the  foundation 
of  the  visible  Church.  The  work  of  the  Spirit  in  us,  and  the 
benefits  signified  and  sealed  to  us  by  the  Sacrament  with  water, 
and  the  Sacrament  in  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ,  summarily 
involve  all  that  our  salvation  demands.  The  institution  of  the 
Supper  immediately  preceded  the  sacrifice  of  Christ,  to  which  it 
so  closely  relates  :  the  institution  of  Baptism  immediately  pre- 
ceded the  outpouring  of  the  Spirit,  whose  work  it  so  distinctly 
attests. 

6.  The  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  on  the  day  of  Pentecost — 
which  was  the  promise  of  the  Father,  which  Jesus  had  said  he 
would  himself  send  upon  his  Apostles,  by  which  they  would  be 
endued  with  power  from  on  high,  and  for  which  he  directed  them 
to  tarry  in  the  city  of  Jerusalem  ;'  initiates,  in  absolute  com- 
pleteness, the  kingdom  of  Qod  with  power.  ^  Complete  to  teach 
— complete  to  disciple — complete  to  baptize.  And  that  same 
day,  about  three  thousand  souls,  gladly  received  the  word  spoken 

♦  Matt,  xxTiiL  lft-l» ;  ICaA,  xri.  15,  16.         '  John,  iil  5.  »  Luke,  xxiv.  49 

'  Lake^  xxb.  4S.  <  Matt,  vi  13. 
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by  Peter,  sod  were  baptizedj  and  so  added  to  Cbrbt^ — the  first 
fmits  of  the  Bpirit  given  with  p€wer.  It  is  true  that  no  one 
was  ever  Faved  exct*pt  through  Jesus  Christ,  the  oaly  Mediator 
betwf'eu  God  and  mea ;  but  it  is  eqaally  true  that  the  kniiwl- 
et]g«  of  thrtt  Saviour  baa  been  constantly  increasedj  through  all 
the  dispensations  of  the  Coveuiitit  of  Grace^  and  that  under  the 
Goapel  dispenisation  it  hae  reached  the  climax^  until  his  secK>iid 
coming.  In  like  manner^  no  ooti  was  ever  saved  independently 
of  the  quiekeinng  and  sanctifying  work  of  the  Divine  Bpirit  ; 
butj  at  the  sfirne  time,  the  saving  work  of  the  Spirit  had  univer- 
flal  relevancy  to  the  work  of  Christj  and  the  knowledge  tljcrwf 
nttainabte  by  man,  and  so  the  aaving  dispeuiation  of  tht*  Spirit^ 
with  power^  was  manifested  coincidently  with  the  miniculoui 
'  testimony  be  gave  of  the  glorification  of  Christ.'  ChFist  himaelf, 
in  the  very  itl^itit^tion  of  this  Sucrament,  made  the  diBtinctiou  bo- 
tweeu  diicipleing  men,  and  baptising  them  :  a  distinction  which 
puU  an  end  to  the  pretext  of  Sacramenttil  Grace,  In  lik«  ninnnerj 
the  whole  of  what  occurred  on  Penteeostj  establishes  the  diitinc* 
tion  between  the  saving  and  the  extraordinary  work  of  the  Diiine 
Spirit^ — thus  putting  an  end  to  all  pretext  that  regeneration  iei 
iDiraculouSj  and  iils*>  to  all  pretext  that  it  h  not  now  tli*'  (^ff  ^et 
of  the  saving  work  of  the  Spirit  with  power.  Nor  is  it  less  clear, 
from  all  that  occurred,  and  all  that  followed,  that,  without  the 
divine  word  there  is  no  authority  for  any  Church,  or  any  Sacia- 
ment,  just  as  there  can  be  no  efficacy  in  any  independently  oi 
the  divine  Spirit.  It  is  as  a  method  of  divine  instruction,  that 
a  foundation  is  laid  in  any  Sacrament,  to  make  it  a  metliod  of 
divine  grace  ;  and  it  is  only  as  it  becomes  a  method  of  dinne 
knowledge  and  grace,  that  the  Spirit  of  God  deals  with  the  aoals 
of  men  through  it.  And,  as  both  the  Word  and  Spirit  have  ex- 
clusive application  to  fallen  men,  through  the  work  of  Jesus 
Christ ;  it  is  only  so  far  as  he  is  exhibited  and  applied,  that  any 
Sacrament  has  any  authority,  or  any  efficacy.  In  Baptism  we 
make  profession  of  Jesus  Christ — that  is,  we  receive  and  rely  on 
iiim  and  the  doctrine  taught  concerning  him :  and  in  the  mode 
of  doing  this,  we  are  unreservedly  dedicated  to  the  Triune  God. 
What  follows  to  the  worthy  recipient  is  fellowship  with  the  death 
and  resurrection  of  Christ;^  salvation  through  grace,  by  the 

'  Acta,  ii  33.  ♦  Rom.,  vl  S-6;  Ool,  il  a-lS. 
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washing  of  regeneration  and  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  shed 
on  us  abundantly,  through  Jesos  Christ  our  Saviour.' 

7.  Of  all  these  sublime  mysteries,  there  are  three,  says  the 
Apostle  John,  that  bear  record  in  heaven  :  the  Father,  the  Word, 
and  the  Holy  Ghost ;  and  these  three  are  one.  There  are  three 
also,  that  bear  witness  in  earth,  the  Spirit,  the  water,  and  the 
blood  ;  and  these  three  agree  in  one.  Well  does  he  add,  that, 
if  human  testimony  can  prove  anything,  here  is  divine  testimony 
which  cannot  be  resisted.  Of  these  five  witnesses,  one  is  common 
to  heaven  and  earth,  and  cannot  be  deceived.  IBut — so  the  be- 
loved Apostle  urges— he  that  believeth  on  the  Son  of  (Jod,  hath 
the  witness  in  himself ;  and,  thereby,  the  record  that  God  hath 
given  to  us  eternal  life  and  that  this  life  is  in  his  Son,  is  sacia- 
mentally  sealed  to  the  believer,  both  by  the  three  that  bear  record 
in  heaven  and  the  three  that  bear  record  in  earth.'  It  is  certain, 
therefore,  that  Baptism  is  a  Sacrament  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace, 
appertaining  by  the  institution  of  Christ,  to  the  Gospel  Church : 
wherein,  by  the  use  of  water,  through  the  ministry  of  the  word, 
in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
believers  testify,  through  the  work  of  the  Spirit,  their  union  with 
Christ  and  their  communion  with  each  other  ;  whereby  they  are 
established  in  their  fellowship  with  the  death  and  resurrection  of 
Christ,  and  have  the  benefits  thereof  signified  and  sealed  unto 
them,  amongst  which  benefits  are  remission  of  sins,  the  new 
obedience,  and  eternal  life ;  they,  therein,  binding  themselves 
unto  all  the  duties  which  spring  from  faith  and  repentance,  unto 
the  salvation  of  their  own  souls,  and  the  glory  of  the  Triune 
God. 

8.  Presenting  in  a  condensed,  but  complete  form,  the  doc- 
trine of  salvation  by  grace,  through  Jesus  Christ,  the  two  Sacra- 
ments of  the  Gospel  Church  set  before  us,  distinctly,  the  nature 
and  work  of  God  himself  If  we  had  nothing  but  the  divine  for- 
mulary of  Baptism  to  teach  us,  we  could  not  fail  to  know, 
that  the  mode  of  the  Divine  existence  is  that  of  three  persons 
in  one  essence  ;  and  that  our  own  destiny  is  completely  involved 
in  this  transcendent  mystery.  Nor  can  we  contemplate  this  or- 
dinance with  attention  and  avoid  perceiving  that  it  teaches  the 
participation  of  all  three  of  these  divine  persons,  in  the  matter 
of  our  salvation,  in  such  a  way.  that,  while  it  exhibits  the  unity 

»TittM,m.4-7  •!  John,  V.  4-12. 
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of  the  divine  essence  to  be  the  unity  of  a  threefold  persoDality  ; 
it  involves^  as  to  ua,  our  torroer  pollutioDj  our  present  repentimc 
toward  Gfxl,  our  faith  toward  the  Son,  our  pardon  by  the  Father^ 
our  purification  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  as  the  result,  our  futur 
and  endless  salvation.     A  Bacmment  of  the  Church  of  the  livic 
God,  it  is  a  sign — a  token — of  that  eternal  Covenant  of  Grace,  i 
which  the  Church  is  an  outbirth,  and  a  seal  of  every  stipulailc 
of  it,  of  every  promise  made  in  it,  of  every  blessiog  coaler 
by  it.     It  is  a  divine  mystery — a  great  secret  of  God — opened 
the  spiritual  insight  of  his  children  ;  and  they  who  will  read  i^ 
truly,  will  find  great  light  and  great  peace. 

11. —1.  They  to  whom  covenanted  blessings  belong,  have 
perfectly  dear  right  to  participate  in  the  enjoyment  of  whatevo 
token  of  that  covenant  is  pmvided  by  its  own  terms,  as  the 
of  those  blessings.     And  whatever  blessings  the  covenant  con 
fers,  those  precisely,  neither  more  nor  less,  are  signified 
sealed  to  those  whom  the  covenant  embraces.     It  may  be  th 
the  sign  and  seal  has  relation  to  such  blessings  as  need  to  becou 
tinually  repeated  ;  in  which  case  it  also  may  require  frequeni 
repetition.     This  is  true  of  the  Sacrament  of  the  broken  bf»dj 
and  shed  blood  of  Christ,  by  which  his  people  are  nourished  con*^ 
tinually  ;  and  so  the  Lord's  Supper  is  often  celebrated.     But,  i| 
may  be,  that  the  sign  and  seal  has  relation  to  such  blessings, 
in  their  nature,  can  be  conferred  on  us  but  once  ;  and  for  thalj 
reason,  such  a  Sacrament  cannot  be  repeated  without  superstitioii 
or  impiety.     This  is  true  of  the  Sacrament  of  Baptism.     Wfl 
cannot  be  ingrafted  iuto  Christ  but  once ;  we  cannot  be  bir 
again  but  once  ;  and  so  Baptism  cannot  be  lawfully  administer 
a  secojad  time.     And  such  has  been  the  universal  judgment  of 
the  Church  of  God,  and  is  the  unquestioned  doctrine  of 
Scriptures*     If  it  were  true  that  the  Sacraments  had  an  inherent 
efficacy,  no  one,  lawfully  baptized^  could  fail  of  being  born  again 
and  ingrafted  into  Chriat,  at  the  moment  of  his  baptism.    I  havi 
abundantly  proved  that  nothing  of  this  sort  is  taught  by  God, 
or  true  in  fact.     The  blessings  and  benefits  signified  and  sealed 
l>y  the  Sacrament  of  Baptism,  incapable  as  they  are,  in   theii 
uwn  nature^  of  being  conferred  on  us  more  than  once ;  were 
never  stipulated,  by  God,  to  l>e  conferred  along  with  the  ordi- 
nance.    On  the  contrary,  Abraham  received  the  sign  of  circum-, 
cision,  a  seal  of  the  righteousness  of  the  faith  which  he  had,  jet 
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being  nncircamcised.'  So  far  are  the  blessings  signified  and 
sealed  in  this  Sacrament,  from  being  limited,  for  the  efficacy 
given  to  the  Sacrament  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  to  the  moment  of  its 
administration  ;*  that  they  extend  over  onr  whole  lives,  involve 
the  very  existence  of  the  life  of  Gk>d  in  onr  sonls,  and  relate  to 
the  most  perfectly  sovereign  of  all  the  acts  of  God's  grace 
towards  the  elect,  nnder  his  eternal  covenant,  namely,  the  time 
and  circumstances  of  their  new  creation.^ 

2.  It  is  jnst  as  clear,  from  the  New  Testament  Scriptures, 
that  every  one  who  professes  to  be  a  follower  of  Christ  must  be 
baptized  with  water,  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son, 
and  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  as  it  is  from  the  Old  Testament  Scrip- 
tures, that  every  Jew  was  circumcised  ;  and  the  command  of 
Christ  is  as  explicit,  that  his  disciples  must  be  thus  baptized,  as 
the  command  of  God  was,  that  the  seed  of  Abraham  must  be 
curcumcised.f  And  the  testimony  of  Scripture  is  clear,  and  the 
judgment  of  the  Church  of  God  has  been  uniform,  that  every 
adult  believer  in  the  divine  Saviour  is  entitled  to  be  baptized, 
upon  a  credible  profession  of  repentance  toward  God  and  faith 
toward  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.^  I  do  not  doubt  that  the  right 
of  the  infant  seed  of  believers  is,  also,  perfectly  clear,  to  a  par- 
ticipation in  that  Sacrament.  The  steadfast — I  regret  to  add 
the  contemptuous — denial  of  this  right  by  one  of  the  Christian 
denominations,  and  the  ceaseless  outcry  against  it  by  multitudes  of 
heretics ;  make  it  proper  to  vindicate  it  somewhat  specially.  This 
I  will  attempt  to  do,  in  a  series  of  distinct  propositions,  as  much 
condensed  as  is  consistent  with  a  clear  statement  of  the  argu- 
ment contained  in  each  ;  what  I  propose  to  establish  being  the 
absolute  right  of  the  infant  children  of  believers,  to  participa- 
tion in  the  Sacrament  of  Baptism  under  the  Gospel  dispensation. 

3.  (a)  The  original  Covenant  of  God.  It  is  indisputably 
certain  that  G^'s  covenant  with  Abraham  contained  stipulations 
and  promises,  whose  execution  sacramentally  created  by  means 
of  circumcision,  a  visible  and  separate  Church  out  of  the  de- 
scendants of  Abraham  through  Isaac  and  Jacob — and  that  their 
seed  were  obliged,  by  express  command  of  God,  to  be  circumcised 
when  eight  days  old,  in  execution  of  that  covenant.*    But;  this 

<  Bom^  W.  10-12.  3  Acte,  viil  ia-23. 
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was  C3£pressly  an  everlasting  covenaot  betv^een  God  and  Abmham 
and  his  aeed,  that  he  would  be  their  God  ;  aiid  bj  it  the  iidop» 
tiDti,  aed  tbo  gloryj  and  the  covenants,  and  the  gtviog  of  the 
law,  and  the  service  of  God^  and  the  promises  pertained  tn 
kriiel :'  and  the  chief  stipulation  of  it^  sealed  by  the  gacmmcot 
of  circumcision,  was  the  promiae  of  the  Saviour  of  the  world, 
mul  of  gratuitom  juitification  through  the  righteoueiiess  of  faith." 
Therelbre^the  children  of  believers  being  expressly  embraced  by 
an  <jverlasting,  spiritual  covenant,  in  the  original  organization  of 
the  visible  Church  of  the  living  God,  and  expressly  entitled  to 
have  the  promiseM  sacramen tally  sealed  to  them  ;  arc,  tinder  the 
present  Gospel  form  of  that  same  Church,  in  jioseession  of  the 
same  right — ^nud  should  be  baptised. 

(b)  Conjirmed  undtr  every  Dispcmation,  It  is  iiidisputably 
certain,  thnt  the  children  of  believers  were,  of  right,  and  in  fact, 
ttccepled  and  circumcised  as  inembers  of  the  visible  Church,  from 
its  foundation,  through  the  whole  patriarchal  dispensation,  from 
the  Covenant  with  Abraham  tn  the  giviog  of  the  LaWj  through 
Moses  :  and  through  the  whole  Dispensation  of  the  Law  and  the 
Prophets,  to  the  coniing  of  the  Son  of  God  :  and  through  his 
personal  ministry,  as  a  miDister  of  the  circumcision — his  nwn  cir- 
cumcision being  a  signal  example  and  test  of  what  had  been 
universal  in  the  visible  Church  from  its  origin  two  thousand  years 
before.'  But,  the  kingdom  of  God  on  earth,  whether  presented 
as  the  Messianic  kingdom,  or  as  the  new  creation,  or  as  the  Church 
of  God — is  still  the  same  :  and  that  Church,  whether  presented 
without  or  with  a  visible  organization,  and  if  with  a  visible  or- 
ganization then  under  every  successive  dispensation  is  still  the 
same  chosen  and  beloved  Bride  of  the  Lamb :  and  now  since 
Pentecost,  manifested  under  the  Gospel  form — it  remains  the 
same  Church  of  the  living  God,  elect  in  his  eternal  Covenant  of 
Grace.  Therefore,  the  infant  children  of  believers  are  still  to  be 
accepted  as  of  right,  and  in  fact,  members  of  the  visible  Church, 
and  are  to  receive  in  like  manner  as  before,  the  sacramental  seal: 
the  variation  in  the  form  of  the  sacrament,  in  no  wise  affecting 
their  rights. 

(c)  Immutahility  of  the  CHfta  and  Galling  of  Ood.  The 
spiritual  gifts  and  blessings  of  God,  which  are  manifestatioDS  of 

>  Rom.,  ix.  4. 
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his  grace — and  the  vocatiou  of  his  people  by  him — are  all  immu- 
table. And  these  precious  truths  are  nowhere  taught  more 
deadly,  than  in  the  connection  of  all  of  them  with  Grod's  ancient 
people,  and  in  such  connection  with  them,  even  after  the  rejec- 
tion and  crucifixion  of  the  Saviour,  and  after  the  calling  of  the 
Gentiles,  as  to  establish  the  perpetuity  of  every  right,  in  every 
aeature,  founded  on  such  divine  gifts,  blessings  and  vocation.^ 
But,  undeniably,  the  children  of  believers  have  received  of  Gk)d 
that  vocation  which  he  declares  to  be  immutable,  and  all  those 
immutable  gifts  and  blessings  which  appertain  to  membership  in 
the  visible  Church  were  signified  and  sealed  to  them,  sacramen- 
tally  and  without  question,  from  the  call  of  Abraham  till  the 
ascension  of  Christ.  And  the  clearest  statement  of  the  principle 
here  involved,  is  made  by  the  great  Apostle  to  the  Gentiles,  while 
Christian  children  were  actually  enjoying  the  rights  his  argument 
establishes,  throughout  Christendom.  Therefore,  the  seed  of  be- 
lievers are  still  entitled  to  the  sign  and  seal  of  God's  immutable 
grace  and  vocation  through  Jesus  Christ — which,  for  them  in  the 
Gospel  Chnrch.is  Christian  Baptism. 

(d)  27*6  OcUh  of  God.  The  impossibility  of  the  failure  of  the 
immutable  counsel  and  promise  of  God,  and  of  the  grace  and 
vocation  connected  therewith,  is  confirmed  unto  the  heirs  of 
promise  by  the  oath  of  God  :  so  that  by  two  immutable  things, 
in  which  it  was  impossible  for  God  to  lie,  they  might  have  a 
strong  consolation. t  But,  that  oath  of  God  was  sworn  to  Abra- 
ham, the  Father  of  the  tUithful,  in  whose  flesh  and  the  flesh  of 
his  seed,  the  Church  of  God  became  visible  by  the  sacrament  of 
circumcision,  which  Christ,  who  was  the  chief  promise  sealed  in 
circumcision,  supplanted  by  baptism,  which  he  ordered  to  be  ad- 
ministered to  those  innumerable  heirs  of  promise  which  Paul 
proves  are  the  same  innumerable  seed,  in  behalf  of  whom  God 
took  the  oath  of  confirmation  to  Abraham.  Therefore,  whatever 
title  Isaac  and  Jacob  had  to  their  part  in  the  divine  blessings 
they  received,  and  to  the  use  of  the  seal  thereof ;  and  whatever 
title  the  Jewish  Church  and  people  had  to  their  part  and  to  the 
seal  thereof;  and  whatever  title  the  Gospel  Church  has  to  her 
part  and  to  the  seal  thereof ;  precisely  the  same  title  to  their  ]^rt 
and  to  the  seal  thereof, — which  is  baptism — the  seed  of  believers 
now  have,  by  the  promise,  the  covenant,  and  the  oath  of  God. 

♦  Numb^  xxxiU.  lS-24 ;  Rom.,  xl  29-36.    f  C^en-,  xxil  16-19 ;  Heb.,  \l  12-20. 
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(e)  The  Waif  of  Saimiion.     The  righteouanciwi  of  Christ  il.| 
tlie  Bol©  meritorious  gruund  of  the   salvatiou  of  »! oners.     Tbatj 
righteousDcsa  is  irapuM  to  u»  by  God,  as  the  ground  of  oiir  jil*»j 
iiHcatioQ,  and  is  wrought  in  iis  by  tlse  Holy  Ghost,  in  our  i 
mtion  and  sanetificatioa.     It  is  by  faith  iu  Christ  thai  w©  iMeiv 
his  imptited  righteonsnesSj  and  faith  iu  Christ  is  the  graco  pe>j 
jjctually  niJinifested  by  the  regenerated  and  smuctifiod  souL    AnAj 
the  Bcriivtares  expK5ssly  assert,  that  circumcision  was  tUo  »eillJ[ 
of  the  righteoiisneeH  of  faith — and  was  so  received  fi-^mi  tlii'( 
fir^st,  and  so  taken  by  Abraham  as  the  father  of  all  beliLH-erB— to^  j 
whom  righteousness  ever  would  bo  imputed ;  without  which  \m 
could  not  Imve  been  the  heir  of  the  world.*     This  whole  way  uf 
sillvatiou  is  retained  and  more  clearly  exliibitod  in  the  Gmpel 
Church,  than  before  ;  the  bloody  form  of  the  sacrament  Imng 
discarded  by  Christ,  and  the  use  of  water  in  the  name  of  thtj 
three  persons  of  the  Godhead  bt^ing  subsstituted  by  himy  to  msteJ 
the  Beal  of  the  righteousnesB  of  faith,  accord  more  fM5rtbcrtly  withij 
the  grace  and  truth  which  came  by  Jesus  Christ*     But,  undc 
the  Abrahaiuic  Covenant,  and  throughout  the  Patriarchal  and 
Mosaic  dispensations  and  during  the  njinistry  of  Christ,  the  seed 
iif  believers  were  entitled  to  rcceivej  and  did  receive,  tbiit  sacra- 
nient  which  was  the  seal  of  the  righteousness  of  faith — thioagfa 
whieli  alone  can  sinners  be  saved.     Therefore,  to  deny  to  them 
under  the  Gospel  Church,  the  use  of  the  sacrament  of  baptism, 
is  not  only  to  reverse,  as  to  them,  the  whole  method  of  salvation; 
but  it  is  to  put  them  wholly  out  of  the  provisions  of  the  Cove- 
nant of  Grace,  in  which  they  had  been  expressly  and  sacramen- 
tally  embraced,  from  the  foundation  of  the  visible  Church.    It 
is  to  do  this,  not  only  without  one  word  of  God  to  justify  it,  but 
against  his  immutable  promise  and  vocation,  against  his  ever- 
lasting covenant,  and  against  his  oath  expressly  sworn  to  confirm 
them  all.     It  is  to  do  it  in  contempt  of  the  direct  command  of 
Christ  not  to  forbid,  but  to  suffer  little  children  to  come  unto 
him  :^  taking  the  seal  of  the  righteousness  which  alone  fits  ub 
for  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  absolutely  from  those  of  whom  the  Lord 
of  that  kingdom  has  declared  that  of  such  is  the  kingdom  itself^ 
and  leaving  them,  under  the  Gospel  dispensation,  no  altematiye 
but  the  universal  damnation  of  all  who  die  in  childhood^  or  their 

'  Rom.,  iv.  11-17  ♦  Matt,  xix.  13-16;  rviil  2-6. 
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aalyation  oatside  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace,  and  independently 
of  the  righteousness  of  Christ  t 

(/)  The  Teaching  of  Christ  and  his  AposUes,  Christ  being 
a  minister  of  the  circumcision,  and  at  the  same  time  the  great 
Teacher  of  men,  and  all  the  while  the  Son  of  God  and  the  only 
Mediator  between  G<xi  and  men  ;  what  be  said  and  did  must  be 
conclusive.  Moreover  Peter  and  Paul  being  both  of  them  in- 
spired Apostles  of  the  Lord,  acting  in  his  name,  by  his  authority, 
and  with  plenary  inspiration  ;  both  of  them  Jews,  and  the  former 
sent  specially  to  the  circumcision,  while  the  latter  was  sent  specially 
to  the  uncircumcision :  we  are  obliged  to  accept  their  teaching — as 
embracing  both  the  Jewish-Christian  and  the  Gentile-Christian 
aspect  of  the  relation  of  the  seed  of  believers  to  the  Church  of 
God,  under  the  Gospel  dispensation.  It  is  impossible  to  doubt 
what  that  relation  was  under  all  previous  dispensations  back  to  the 
origin  of  the  visible  Church  :  and  I  have  shown,  under  various 
aspects,  that  this  conclusively  settles  and  was  designed  to  settle 
their  relation  to  it  now.  But,  Christ,  whose  mission  closed  the 
Jewish  dispensation,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  whose  mission  opened 
the  Christian  dispensation  with  power  on  Pentecost,  and  after- 
wards to  the  Gentiles  ;  have  both  taught  us  with  great  distinct- 
ness, except  a  man  be  born  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot 
enter  the  Kingdom  of  God.'  And  Jesus  called  a  little  child  unto 
him,  and  set  him  in  the  midst  of  them,  and  said.  Verily  I  say 
unto  you,  except  ye  be  converted,  and  become  as  little  children, 
ye  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven.*  Suffer  little  chil- 
dren to  come  unto  me  and  forbid  them  not :  for  of  such  is  the 
kingdom  of  God."  And  he  took  them  up  in  his  arms,  put  his 
hands  on  them,  and  blessed  them.*  Take  heed  that  ye  despise 
not  one  of  these  little  ones  :  for  I  say  unto  you,  that  in  heaven 
their  angels  do  alway  behold  the  face  of  my  Father  which  is  in 
heaven.*  All  these  are  the  words  of  Jesus.  Can  it  possibly  be 
imagined,  that  the  first  passage  meant  precisely  what  it  asserts 
concerning  the  relation  of  man  to  the  Kingdom  of  God  ;  and 
that  the  other  passages  did  not  mean  what  they  assert,  concern- 
ing the  relation  of  the  child  of  that  man,  to  the  Kingdom  of 
God  ?  Again,  Peter,  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  full  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  demonstrated  to  the  immense  congregation  of  Jevra  who 

»  John,  iil  6.  •  Matt,  xyiii.  2,  3.  •  Luke,  xviii.  16. 

«  Ifark,  xil  16.  «  Matt,  zviiL  10. 


564  fHS  KHOwLEiiom  of  qop,  [booe  t. 

wero  gathered  from  every  quarter  of  tlie  eartli — and  of  whom 
nbout  tliree  thousand  were  bajitized  the  same  day — that  the  cru- 
cified and  riisen  Saviour  whotn  he  had  preaciied  to  them,  was  the 
sum  of  all  the  promises— aud  that  the  promise  of  him,  wum  uni^ 
them,  und  unto  their  children  :*  a  hemtlitary  promiie— *ap[ier- 
tuining  to  eodleas  geDoratious  of  the  seed  of  belie v©ra — precii6ly 
aa  God  covenanted  with  thousanils  of  genera tioDS  of  tbi^m  that 
love  him,  in  the  second  oommaQdment.'  Again,  Paul,  writing  to 
a  Gentile  Church — in  a  Gentile  city,  where  he  had  liilKjureil 
tiraon^st  the  Gentiles  for  a  year  and  six  months,  by  express  com- 
mand of  God  ;  not  only  tells  them  that  the  child  of  a  iKdieviag 
purent,  m  far  from  being  unclean,  ie  holy ;  but  maked  thii  iti- 
Gontestable  truth,  the  ground  of  his  proof  tlrnt  the  unbelievin*^ 
wife  U  sitnctiikJ  to  the  belie ving  husband— and  of  bis  decision 
that  the  believing  wife  is  not  religiously  bound  to  scpanito  from 
her  unbelieving  husbind/  Therefore^  Christ,  in  closing  the  Jew- 
ish dispeu^tion  and  laying  down  those  truths  which  were  com- 
mon to  all  Dispensations,  as  well  ag  those  which  are  pecnliar  ti 
the  Dispensation  of  the  Gogpel ;  and  the  Holy  Qho^i  in  setting 
up  the  Gospel  Dispensation,  eapeciiiHy  by  Peter  amongst  the 
Jews,  and  by  Paul  amongst  the  Gen  tiles,  and  in  recording  for 
everlasting  instruction ^  the  way  of  eternal  life  for  all  mankind  ; 
have  alike  confirmed  the  unalterable  relation  of  the  seed  of  be- 
lievers to  God,  to  his  Kingdom,  to  his  Covenant,  and,  by  inevi- 
table consequence,  to  the  seal  thereof, — ^which  in  the  Christian 
Church,  is  baptism. 

(g)  Practice  of  the  Apostles.  In  the  small  and  then  recently 
gathered  Church  at  Philippi,  where  the  Gospel  seems  to  have 
been  first  preached  in  Europe^  two  households,  at  least,  are  men*- 
tioned  as  having  been  baptized — namely  that  of  Lydia,  and  that 
of  the  jailor.'  In  the  Church  of  Corinth,  besides  others  allnded 
to,  two  households  are  named,  to  wit,  that  of  Crispus  the  chief 
ruler  of  the  Synagogue,  and  that  of  Stephanus  wht^se  family 
were  the  first  fruits  of  Achaia;  these  households  being,  ezoept 
Grains  the  host  of  Paul,  the  only  persons  he  baptfzed  in  CorintlLf 
In  Cesarea,  Cornelius  the  centurion,  together  with  his  kinsmen 
and  near  friends,  were  baptized  by  the  Apostle  Peter  under  im- 
mediate supernatural  guidance,  being  the  first  fruits  of  the  Gen- 

*  Acta,  iL  39;  iil.  26  ^  ExocL,  xz.  6.  '1  Cor.,  tIL  14. 

>  Acts,  xvl  16,  33.  t  -^cts,  XTiil  8;  1  Cor.,  i.  16;  zyl  1& 
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tilee.^  These  cases  are  but  conspicuous  examples  of  a  uniform 
practice  ;  the  case  of  Cornelius  and  his  household,  being  singu- 
larly important,  and  as  such,  considered  and  approved  by  the  As- 
sembly of  the  Apostles  and  Elders  at  Jerusalem.*  But,  besides 
the  certainty  arising  out  of  the  nature  of  the  case,  that  in  mul- 
titudes of  households  habitually  baptized  everywhere  by  the  Apos- 
tles, there  must  have  been  many  children  ;  the  form  of  the  divine 
expressions, and  the  force  of  the  terms  divinely  chosen  in  making 
the  repeated  statement  of  these  cases,  oblige  us  to  understand, 
that  in  speaking  of  these  households  it  is  expressly  intended  to 
include  children.*  Therefore,  upon  the  face  of  the  inspired  Acts 
of  the  Apostles  and  Apostolic  Epistles,  where  we  must  look  for 
guidance  as  to  Apostolic  practice  ;  it  seems  impossible  to  avoid 
the  conclusion  that  they  did  what  had  been  uniformly  done  from 
the  foundation  of  the  visible  Church ;  namely,  admit  the  seed  of 
believers  into  sacramental  union  with  the  people  of  God,  which 
they  did  by  the  sacrament  of  baptism,  to  which,  therefore,  such 
persons  are  still  entitled. 

(h)  Testimony  of  the  Church  of  Ood.  From  the  moment 
in  which  the  Church  became  visible  and  separate  from  the  world, 
to  the  present  moment,  her  testimony  has  been  uniform  through 
four  thousand  years.  The  command  of  God  was  express  that 
every  man  child  of  the  seed  of  Abraham,  in  all  their  generations, 
should  be  circunicised.'  And  so  it  continued  unquestioned  for 
two  thousand  years,  through  the  Abrahamic  and  Mosaic  dispen- 
sations, and  during  the  personal  ministry  of  Christ.  The  man- 
ner in  which  the  form  of  the  Sacrament  was  changed, — passin* 
through  John's  baptism,  and  through  that  administered  by  the 
disciples  of  Christ  during  his  ministry, — and  in  which  it  acquired 

"  Acta,  X.  passim;  xL  1-18.  »  Acta,  xv.  6-29. 

*  Thoa,  a  Bishop  must  be  *  •  •  one  that  nileth  well  his  own  ?unue — iSiov  oikov— 
luKVJng  hia  c^a<jr«i— r«<rva— in  subjection.  (1  Tim.,  iii.  2,  4.)  For  if  a  man  know  not 
how  to  rale  his  oum  kouse^  tov  idtov  oikw,  Ac  Again,  tlie  deacons  *  *  *  ruling 
children — reicvwv,  (vor.  12.)  Again;  the  younger  women  many,  hear  children^  gmde 
the  house— reKvoynveiv^-oiKodeanoTetv^  Ac  Tlie  editor  of  Calmct  has  cited  fifty 
examples,  and  examined  three  hundred,  in  which  the  word  house — oiko^ — (Cris- 
pos  *  *  *  iirith  his  house,  Ac,)— denotes  a  family  embracing  children,  Tlie  use  in 
the  Hebrew  was  eyen  more  extensive — ^Thou  shalt  not  ooyet  thy  neighbour's  house ; 
aod  then  the  chief  particulars  are  added — cloeing  with — ^nor  anything,  ^  Not  an 
Israelite  in  the  world,  probably,  had  a  hooae  then,  njn^  h"*?  ^d  njn^  *ja  were 
both  nsed  to  express  the  fiimily  of  God — the  whole  Ismelitish  people. 

■  Gen.,  xviL  9*11. 


o 


its  present  form  with  water  in  the  name  of  the  Trinity,  bj  th« 
express  institution  of  Christ  after  his  re»um*ctJt>Ti,  nnd  was  fully 
initiated  under  the  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Ghostj  and  by  tbo^ 
baptiBm  of  three  thousand  persoosj  on  the  day  of  Pentecost  :  all* 
thiSy  the  Scrii»tureB  clearly  state.    In  this  final  and  perfect  form  iU 
was  conakintly  administered  to  the  Beed  of  heliever^,  by  the  A[ioe-^ 
tka  during  their  whole  ministry  after  Pentecost.     This  inim^e 
teetimonVj  all  U>  the  same  effect,  is  all  derivml  fmm  the  omde 
of  Gixl,  and  covers  the  entire  existence  of  the  vimbk  Churehi 
during  all  the  diepensationa  under  which  s^he  received  all  her 
sacraments^  and  all  the  written  word  of  God,  and  was  graduaUy 
developed  from  a  totally  inorganizcd  atate,  into  a  perfect  Gospel 
etate.     The  subsequent  testimony,  during  nearly  eightoen  cei 
tunes  to  the  pret^ent  time,  as  compared  with  that  already  stated  J^ 
is  naore  iiu portent  as  showing  her  own  conformity  to  the  revealed 
will  of  God,  than  as  adding  anything  to  the  testimony  of  the  sa- 
cred  Scriptures,     Still  her  testimony  has  been  steadfast  in  all 
agesj  and  in  all  coun tries,  and  under  all  vicissitudes.     The  righl^ 
of  the  seed  of  belie  vera  to  participate  of  the  sacrament  of  baj 
tisraj  has  always  been^  not  only  allowed,  but  vindicatedj  by  an  ' 
immense  majority  of  the  true  followers  of  Christ,  out  of  all  com- 
parison with  those  who  have  denied  that  right ;  and  during  the 
greater  part  of  those  eighteen  centuries,  that  right  was  hardly  so 
much  as  questioned  by  any  one  professing  to  be  a  Christian.   But, 
if  the  truth  of  a  fact  can  be  supposed  capable  of  being  estab- 
lished, by  any  testimony  human  or  divine ;  then  it  is  proved,  that, 
in  point  of  fact,  the  seed  of  believers  have  always  received  in  the 
visible  Church  of  God,  the  seal  of  the  righteousness  of  faith. 
And  if  the  existence  of  a  right  can  be  supposed  capable  of  being 
incontrovertible,  and  its  use  capable  of  being  put  beyond  ques- 
tion ;  then  the  right  of  the  seed  of  believers  to  the  use  of  that 
sacrament,  which,  under  both  its  forms  has  been  uninterruptedly 
enjoyed  by  them,  during  the  entire  existence  of  the  visible  Church, 
is  wholly  beyond  doubt.     Therefore,  if  God  has  had,  and  now 
has,  a  Church  visible  on  earth,  and  that  Church  has  had  and  now 
has,  his  Spirit  and  his  word  ;  and  if  so  existing  and  so  endowed, 
she  is  worthy  of  belief  as  to  any  matter  of  fact,  or  worthy  of 
trust  as  to  any  matter  of  right ;  then  the  certainty  is  complete, 
that  the  seed  of  believers  must  receive  Christian  Baptism. 

(t)  The  Nature  of  the  Case.     The  evidence  upon  which  re- 
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vealed  religion  rests  is,  no  doubt,  different  in  important  respects, 
from  that  on  which  natural  religion  rests  ;  and  the  truths  and 
duties  of  the  two  are,  in  many  respects,  very  clearly  distin- 
guishable. Yet  the  God  of  nature  is  also  the  GK>d  of  Grace  ; 
and  the  God  of  providence  is  the  God,  both  of  nature  and  of 
Grace  ;  and  the  course  of  providence  is  the  manifestation  of  his 
secret  will,  as  contrasted  with  his  revealed  will,  considered  as  the 
Gk)d  both  of  nature  and  of  Grace.  The  fundamental  principles 
of  all  his  acts  can  no  more  conflict  with  each  other,  than  his 
Attributes  can  be  inconsistent  with  each  other,  or  than  he  can 
deny  himself.  But,  while  the  relation  of  husband  and  wife 
founded  in  nature,  is  not  only  sanctified  by  grace,  but  is  made 
an  image  of  the  mystical  union  between  Christ  and  his  Church  ; 
the  corresponding  relation  between  parent  and  child,  through 
which  nature  itself  continues  to  exist,  is  so  thoroughly  in- 
grafted into  grace  that  it  is  the  uniform  type  of  God's  relation 
to  his  elect,  and  of  the  inbeing  of  the  Father  and  the  eternal 
Word.  Grace  sanctifies  this  relation,  providence  proceeds  upon 
it,  nature  perishes  without  it,  every  dispensation  of  God  respects, 
assumes,  uses  it,  while  every  thing  in  man  revolts  at  the  violation 
of  it,  and  the  nexus  of  the  universe  is  broken  by  infringing  it. 
Therefore,  to  demand  that  this  principle  shall  be  eliminated  from 
the  religion  of  Jesus,  which  is  the  perfect  form  of  true  religion, 
and  the  chief  means  of  blessedness  to  the  universe  and  of  glory 
to  God  ;  and  that  a  principle  the  reverse  of  it — wholly  unknown 
to  and  incompatible  with  nature,  providence,  and  grace,  shall  be 
substituted  for  it ;  is  to  demand  of  the  Church,  who  is  the  com- 
mon mother  of  us  all,  a  sacramental  renunciation,  not  only  of  her 
fruttfulnesSfbut  of  her  own  filiation  to  Grod,  and  her  own  espou- 
sals to  Christ. 

(f)  The  Nature  of  the  Sacrament  itself.  As  the  undeniable 
eflfoct  of  the  fall  of  the  first  Adam,  who  was  only  a  living  soul, 
is  the  production  of  a  depraved  nature  in  every  one  of  his  ordi- 
nary descendants,  and  this  anterior  to  the  personal  consciousness 
of  the  person,  and  independent  of  it ;  it  is  far  from  being  com- 
petent to  us  to  say,  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  incarnation,  obe- 
dience, and  sacrifice  of  the  second  Adam,  who  was  a  quickening 
Spirit,  and  the  Lord  from  heaven,  to  heal  that  depraved  nature, 
anterior  to  and  independent  of  our  personal  consciousness.  The 
tie  created  by  the  covenant  of  grace,  cannot  be  weaker  than  that 
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created  bj  the  covenant  of  works,— and  spiritual  regeneration 
by  the  Holy  Ghost  is  as  real  and  as  explicable  as  nattiml  geoem- 
tion*  To  assert,  under  such  circumstances  the  natural  polluliOQ 
of  infautt,  and  at  the  same  time  deny  the  poaBibility  af  tka 
ipiritual  purification  of  infunte,  is  adf-contxadictious,  But|bap* 
tiftm  is  the  sacmmental  expreesion  of  both  the  sets  of  facta  just 
stilted.  It  IB  the  shed  blood  and  i>erfect  righteouBneaa  of  Christ 
that  save  mb  :  faith,  even  in  an  adult  person,  who  begtdefi  bii^ 
natunil  poUittioDj  h  stained  with  innumerable  practiciil  sin^^  onlj 
receives  that  blood  and  righteouaness  applied  to  ua.  The  dis- 
tinction between  the  working  of  the  divine  Spirit,  and  the  effecte 
of  that  working,  one  of  which  is  laith,  is  conrplete.  So  that  ereu 
if  it  were  j^KJssible  to  prove— which  it  is  not^that  faith  is  Lcnpo$* 
Bible  in  ii]fant8, — it  would  be  neceeeary,  in  addition,  to  prove  thai 
no  spiritual  benefit  is  possible  without  faith  m  almady  in  exercise. 
But  this  is  two  ways  absurd  :  because  faitti  is  itself  the  gift  of 
God — and  If  it  be  the  firat  gift,  then  a  spiritual  gift,  even  faiths 
may  be  given  where  no  faith  was  before  :  and  because,  in  fuet, 
faith  is  itself  the  very  proof  that  the  greatest  of  all  gpintn^l 
bt*nefits — namely  the  new  birth,  of  which  faith  is  a  mantfesta- 
tion— had  been  bestowed  before  faiih  could  exist,  In  a  jisvelio- 
logical  sense, justifying  faith  expresses  that  state  of  a  soul  already 
renewed  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  in  which  its  acceptance  of  the 
righteousness  of  Christ  imputed  to  it  by  God,  is  manifested. 
Therefore,  it  far  exceeds  the  warrant  of  the  Church  to  deny  to 
the  resources  of  God's  infinite  power  and  his  abounding  grace, 
the  possibility  of  the  production  of  such  states  of  soul  in  tbe 
children  of  believers  ; — far  exceeds  her  authority,  on  the  ground 
of  that  alleged  impossibility,  to  deny  to  them  rights  which  Qod 
has  bestowed  on  them  ever  since  the  Church  herself  had  a  visible 
existence.  She  dare  not  deny  the  reality  of  original  sin,  and  the 
need  of  a  Saviour,  in  the  infant  seed  of  believers  :  on  the  other 
hand  she  dare  not  deny  the  possibility  of  their  salvation  through 
Christ,  and  assert  the  universal  perdition  of  all  that  die  in  chfld- 
hood.  To  do  either  is  to  deny  the  faith.  She  is  obliged,  theare- 
fore,  to  baptize  her  children. 

(i)  The  Nature  of  the  very  Cavils  against  it  No  one,  I  be- 
lieve, has  ever  pretended  that  there  is  any  distinct  oomniand  of 
Gt>d  forbidding  the  infant  seed  of  believers  to  be  baptized.  The 
ground  of  refusal  to  baptize  them  is  only  inferentiaL    At  first, 
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fhe  existence  of  sin  in  infants  was  defied — and  their  baptism 
refused  on  that  ground.  Then  it  was  taught  that  sins  commit- 
ted after  baptism  are  peculiarly  unlikely  to  be  pardoned  ;  and  the 
inference  followed  that  baptism  should  be  deferred  to  a  late 
period  of  life.  Afterwards,  in  the  lapse  of  centuries,  it  was 
taught  that  none  dying  in  infancy  can  be  saved  at  all ;  whereupon^ 
as  such  teachers  judged,  none  should  receive  in  infancy  the  sign 
and  seal  of  salvation.  After  further  centuries,  the  Anabaptists, 
about  the  period  of  the  Reformation,  taught  that  faith  in  the 
person  baptized  is  an  indispensable  condition  in  the  valid  admin- 
istration of  baptism — that  infant  children  can  neither  exercise 
nor  manifest  faith — and  therefore  they  cannot  be  baptized.  These 
are  the  chief  forms  of  this  error ;  in  each  case  grounded,  as  I 
have  said,  not  on  any  command  of  Gkxl, — ^but  always  on  an  infer- 
ence from  some  other  dogma,  itself  in  each  case  either  wholly 
erroneous,  or  only  partially  correct ;  thus  flagrantly  violating 
the  divine  rule,  that  our  faith  ought  to  stand  in  the  power  of 
God,  and  not  in  the  wisdom  of  men.  But  as  to  the  great  funda- 
mental point,  if  there  is  no  precise  warrant  from  God  to  deny 
membership  in  his  Church  to  such  as  he  has,  by  an  exact  com- 
mand made  members  of  it,  then  the  question  is  settled  :  for  no 
authority  but  that  of  God,  least  of  all  an  erroneous  human  in- 
ference— is  competent  to  annul  the  plain  and  repeated  command- 
ments of  God.  As  to  the  notion  that  infants  have  no  sin,  and 
the  other  that  sins  after  baptism  are  well-nigh  unpanlonable  ; 
the  former  is  a  heresy  held  by  no  orthodox  Christian,  and  the 
latter  a  superstition  long  ago  extinct  as  a  form  of  human  opinion. 
The  same  remark  is  true  of  the  atrocious  heresy  which  taught  the 
universal  perdition  of  all  who  die  in  in&ncy;  afearful  madness  long 
ago  extinct.  Nevertheless,  they  who  hold  the  two  propositions 
that  salvation  is  impossible  without  personal  faith  in  Christ,  and 
that  no  infant  can  exercise  such  faith  ;  can  escape  the  inexorable 
conclusion  that  all  dead  infents  are  damned,  only  by  some  incon- 
sequence of  logic — or  by  some  heresy.  The  doctrine  now  held 
by  all  Christian  people  who  reject  infant  baptism,  I  suppose,  is 
substantially  that  taught  by  the  Anabaptists  of  the  sixteenth 
century.  Concerning  which  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  admitting  the 
general  principle  that  faith  in  Christ  is  indispensable  to  baptism, 
the  inference  from  this  which  leads  to  the  denial  of  infant  bap- 
tism, proceeds  upon  a  threefold  fallacy.  It  is  a  fallacy  to  suppose 
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that  the  fiiith  required  in  the  haptieiQ  of  infants,  must  b©  theii 
nwu  personal  faith.  The  Script nros  distinctly  teach  the  con- 
trary ;  and  give  them  the  seal  of  tlm  rit^hteonHneaa  of  faith^  ex- 
pressly because  they  are  the  seed  of  believers — aft  I  have  ahun- 
dantly  pruved.  If  tl»e  doctrine  of  iiuput«*d  nghtconiDeda  m  de- 
iiied^ — ^tb«n  faith  itself  is  forever  im possible  ;  for  in  that  caio  no 
aim ne r  was  ever  roge n e  ra t e d*  If  t h o  doc t ri  ii e  of  th e  righteo u Buem  of 
faith  is  dt^nied,  then  the  salvation  of  sinners  is  forever  impostfihk; 
for  in  that  caise  we  are  still  under  the  law  and  Christ  can  prt)fit  ns 
nothing.  Moreover,  it  ie  a  fallacy  to  suppose,  that  tbifi  personal 
faith,  even  if  it  were  invariably  presumed  in  every  ImptiKin- 
must  exist  at  the  time  of  baptism,  in  order  to  tuake  the  act  law-* 
fnh  On  the  contrary,  the  efficacy  of  baptism,  and  the  greii| 
blessings  it  signifies  and  seals,  chiefly  our  ingrafting  into  Chni^ti 
and  our  inward  purification  through  tho  Holy  Ghost ;  so  far  froij 
being  bound  to  the  moment  of  administration — extend — ^forthci 
manifestation — over  the  whole  of  our  life  oo  earth.  And  it 
from  coQsiderations  connected  with  tbis  great  truth,  that  thegrunl 
|>couharity  of  the  administration  of  this  sacrament  but  a  aiogl^ 
time,  arises.  This  is  inevitable  if  the  efficacy  of  baptism  dependu 
on  the  blessing  of  God,  and  tbe  work  of  tbe  Spirit,  If  that 
efficacy  depends  on  its  own  force,  or  the  will  of  him  who  adminia- 
ters,  or  of  him  who  receives  it  ;  it  ceases  to  be  a  sacFament  and 
becomes  an  incantation.  Finally,  it  is  a  fallacy  to  suppose  that 
we  can  know  with  certainty,  at  what  age,  if  at  any,  the  soul  is 
incapable  of  faith  ;  or  to  suppose  that  we  can  know  with  cer- 
tainty, what  is  the  state  of  another  person's  soul  at  tbe  period 
of  his  baptism,  or  at  any  other  period.  Such  knowledge,  unto 
certainty,  is  not  attainable  by  man  on  either  point,  in  any  single 
instance  :  and  to  demand  it  is  to  put  an  end  to  the  administra-* 
tion  of  this  sacrament.  A  credible  profession  of  faith  and  re- 
pentance, is  the  scriptural  condition  of  adult  baptism  :  being 
tbe  seed  of  believing  parents,  is  the  scriptural  condition  of  infant 
baptism.  Therefore,  the  Church  of  Christy  so  fer  from  being 
authorized  to  make  a  breach  so  immense,  upoa  the  order  of  Gk>d'8 
bouse,  and  the  method  of  his  grace,  and  the  rights  of  hia  chil- 
dren, and  the  principles  which  illustrate  his  divine  Attributes 
and  his  sublime  relations  to  the  universe;  has  nothing  even  in  the 
shape  of  human  reasons,  and  motives,  and  wisdoitt,  suggested  to 
her  as  the  ground  of  so  great  an  outrage,  that  riaea  higher 
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than  an  appeal  to  her  ignorance,   to  her  caprice,  or  to  her 
fanaticism. 

4.  There  is  reason  to  doubt  whether  there  are  now  on  earth 
as  many  persons  who  even  profess  to  follow  Christ,  as  there  are 
persons  living  who  are  the  offspring,  immediate  or  remote,  of 
true  believers  :  and  probably  the  whole  number  of  those  saved, 
as  yet,  out  of  the  human  race,  may  not  exceed  the  whole  num- 
ber of  those  who  were  naturally,  so  to  speak,  the  children  of  the 
Church.  In  what  position  does  it  present  the  visible  Church, 
through  all  generations,  that  even  a  doubt  can  arise,  whether, 
speaking  after  the  manner  of  men,  God  has  lost  more  of  the 
Iambs  of  his  flock  through  her  negligence,  or  gained  more  from 
the  lost  fold  of  the  world  by  her  diligence  ?  The  neglect  of  the 
proper  nurture  of  the  seed  of  God's  people,  is  to  be  ranked 
amongst  the  most  deplorable  evils — nay  amongst  heinous  sins. 
It  need  tot  be  urged  how  great  is  the  certainty  of  increasing 
this  evil  and  encouraging  this  sin,  by  diminishing  the  sense  of 
responsibility  both  on  the  part  of  the  Church  and  of  Christian 
parents ;  after  we  have  ap[)arently  cast  out  their  seed  from  all 
covenanted  mercies,  and  allowed  them  to  suppose  that  God 
holds  them  to  no  special  accountability  concerning  their  sal- 
vation. Moreover,  it  is  a  fatality  attending  all  errors  that  they 
never  come  singly  ;  the  rejection  of  one  truth  involving  the  per- 
version of  others,  and  the  neglect  of  one  duty  djtiwing  after  it 
the  denial  of  others.  It  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  greatness 
of  the  desolation  which  would  be  produced,  by  the  universal  ex- 
clusion of  the  children  of  God's  people  from  all  participation  in 
that  Sacrament,  whereby  they  are  sealed  as  in  covenant  with 
God.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  ex- 
tent of  the  good  which  has  resulted  from  the  recognition,  by  the 
visible  Church,  of  the  covenant  relation  of  the  seed  of  believers 
to  God  through  Jesus  Christ ;  notwithstanding  the  unfigdthful- 
ness,  both  of  parents  and  of  the  Church,  may  have  been  as  great 
in  this  as  in  all  other  respects.  As  an  illustration  of  the  im- 
mense subject,  it  may  be  asserted  with  confidence,  that  common 
mendicity  and  total  illiteracy  are  banished  ^om  every  Christian 
communion  in  which  parents,  at  the  baptism  of  their  children, 
are  required,  by  a  sacramental  engagement,  to  rear  their  off- 
spring in  the  fear  and  nurture  of  God,  nnd  to  teach  them  to  read 
his  holy  word  ;  while  it  is  from  the  bosom  of  such  communion^ 

VOL.  II.  36 


662  THE    KBTOWLEDGl    OF    GOD,  [©QOIt  Vjj 

that  tlie  moat  steadfast  resistance  to  heresy,  to  superstition^  and! 
to  fanaticism  J  invariably  arises.     Sn  true  is  it  that  gotllinL^ss 
hath  promise  both  of  the  life  that  now  is,  and  of  that  which  is 
to  come* 

IIL — 1,  It  is  troe  of  all  things — pre-eminently  true  of  &pir«| 
itiial  things — that  it  is  the  Spirit  which  gii^eth  lifOj  while  thfl 
mere  letter  killeth/     To  determine  concermng  a  series  of  act 
professing  to  be  identical,  that  one  is  perfectj  that  one  is  valid|^ 
that  one  is  irregular,  and  that  one  is  void  ;  involves  the  recognt 
tiou  of  the  universal  principle  I  have  stated — *ind  Lnvolreu  a| 
every  decision  an  attempt  to  apply  it*    It  is,  therefore,  with  gooiij 
reason,  that  the  Keforraed  Church  in  particular,  and,  to  a  certaif 
extent  most  other  ChurchcSj  have  held,  that  btiptism  though  ir»^ 
regular  may  be  valid  ;  that  it  is  not  necessarily  void  becau?*e  !♦  i 
is  irrcguhin     It  may  be  wholly  void,  it  may  be  perfect,  it  itmj( 
be  very  nearly  perfect,  or  may  be  very  iiTegular  ;  and  jetf  m  th»^ 
la«t  two  oases,  the  substance  of  the  Sacrament  may  be  preserved,^ 
and  the  act  be  good.     If  a  certain  Church  thinks  itself  iiuthoT' 
ized  to  add  %o  the  Scriptural  form  of  baptism,  the  exorcism  of 
the  Devi! — and  another  to  add  the  sign  of  the  cross — and  an- 
other to  add  sponsors,- — or  if  soiuej  going  still  furtht^r,  ch?io;4L'  in 
some  degree,  more  or  less  serious,  the  particulars  divinely  pre- 
scribed— as  for  example  to  immerse  the  subject  in  water,  instead 
of  applying  tho  element  to  him  ;  it  may  nevertheless  be  true, 
that  such  additions  and  changes  may  not  so  vitiate  the  ordi- 
nance as  to  oblige  those  who  condemn  them,  to  reject  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Sacrament  in  that  manner,  as  merely  void. 
The  administration  may  be  so  vitiated,  no  doubt,  as  to  make  it 
necessary  to  reject  it  wholly,  as  void  ;  and  this  may  become  neces- 
sary 00  various  other  grounds — as  for  example,  the  total  apos- 
tacy,  or  even  the  gross  heresy  of  the  communion  whose  mem- 
bers administer  the  ordinance.     But  the  errors  of  a  true  Chris- 
tian Church  which  do  not  destroy  the  substance  and  nature  of 
.the  Sacrament,  cannot  justify  other  Christian  Churches  in  re- 
jecting its  ordinances,  and  thus  making  schism  in  the  body  of 
^Christ,  on  the  ground  of  mere  irregularity,  even  though  it  be  se- 
rioiw.     This  is  the  common  doctrine  of  the  Church  of  God,  io 
all  ages,  and  with  relation  to  every  ordinance  which  he  ever  gave 
to  tluwt  Ohurch.    Nor  has  the  departure  from  it  by  those  who  act 
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as  if  immersion  was  the  only  valid  form  of  Christian  baptism, 
saved  them  from  the  fate  of  all  who  commit  similar  breaches 
upon  the  faith  of  the  Church,  and  the  unity  of  the  Spirit.  For 
by  making  immersion  the  great  test  of  Christian  communion,  so 
far  are  they  from  establishing  any  unity  even  amongst  them- 
selves, that  some  have  insisted  on  immersion  only,  whilst  some 
have  added  sprinkling  or  pouring  to  it :  some  have  allowed  only 
a  single,  while  others  have  adopted  a  trine  immersion :  some 
have  immersed  the  subject  backwards,  some  forwards  :  some 
have  allowed  the  subject  to  be  immersed  in  ordinary  apparel : 
some  have  allowed  or  required  a  peculiar  apparel  :  and  for  sev- 
eral successive  ages  in  the  early  Church,  their  practice  was  to 
strip  the  subject  naked  before  immersing  him.  Revolting  as 
this  last  perversion  of  a  divine  ordinance  may  now  appear  to  be  ; 
it  is  well  to  remember  that  the  analogies  on  which  it  was  de- 
fended had,  apparently,  as  much  force  as  any  upon  which  the 
exclusive  validity  of  immersion  is  now  almost  universally  vindi- 
cated by  Baptists  as  a  type  of  the  burial  of  Christ.  For  the  an- 
cient immersionists  insisted  tnily,  that  Christians  were  required 
to  put  off  the  old  man,  that  rich  men  can  hardly  enter  the  King- 
dom of  God,  that  all  men  had  forfeited  everything  by  the  fall  of 
Adam,  that  Christ  had  laid  aside  even  his  glory  for  us,  and  to 
crown  all,  that  we  entered  this  world  naked  ;  and  as  the  com- 
mon conclusion  from  many  such  truths — ^baptism  in  total  na- 
kedness was  the  superstition  to  which  the  fanaticism  led,  that 
made  an  erroneous  form  in  the  use  of  an  element,  the  badge  of 
Christianity  itself.  Nor  has  this  ancient  and  wide-spread  schism 
upon  a  point  so  narrow,  secured  unity  in  the  most  important 
parts  of  truth  and  godliness,  better  than  in  the  mere  form  which, 
first  misunderstanding,  they  so  unduly  exalted.  For  amongst 
such  immersionists  as  are  recognized  as  true  disciples  of  Christ, 
some  have  followed  Augustine  and  Calvin,  some  have  inclined 
to  Arminius,  some  are  almost  Antinomians — and  many  profess 
doctrines  curiously  taken  from  several  systems  ;  while  Arians, 
Sabellians,  Socinians,  Pelagians,  Universalists,  and  even  Mor- 
mons have  been,  to  a  great  extent,  believers  in  the  exclusive 
validity  of  baptism  by  immersion.  If  it  be  replied,  that  as  touch- 
ing these  last-named  divisions,  their  misfortunes  arc  no  way  dif- 
ferent from  those  of  Churches  which  baptize  by  affusion,  while 
they  admit  baptism  by  immersion  to  be  valid,  though  it  be  ir- 
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regular  ;  tbe  otvioiis  answer  ie,  that  such  Churches  never  snp-i 
posed  or  asserted  that  their  mode  of  baptism  wa«  the  great  teal 
of  fidelity  to  truth  aod  to  Chiiet  ;  aever  made  schism  on  ac* 
eount  of 'it  ;  never  limited  the  visihle  Church  of  Christy  and  the  | 
fellowship  of  the  Gospel^  Ly  their  method  of  using  water  m  \ 
the   Sacrament   of   haptiem.      We   are,   therefbrej   not   at   allj 
diftappointed  that  it  has  failed  to  keep  us  pure  aud  united^  well 
knowing  that  a  mere  fomi  even  if  right  aud  divine,  haa  no  such  , 
eSicacy  ;   and  deeply  regretting  that  our  hrethren  amongst  im- 
meraionists  cannot  eee  in  the  same  light,  the  total  failure  of  that  j 
irregiilar  and  erroneous  fiirm  of  whose  importance  they  havdi 
such  exaggerated  ideas. 

2.  I  have  proved  there  were  hut  two  permanent  Sacraments  m 
the  visible  Church,  from  Abraham  to  Christ  ;  that  there  are  but 
two  in  the  Gospel  Church,  namely,  Baptism  and  the  Lor<ri 
Supper,  The  relation  of  each  of  these  sacrament 8  to  the  God- 
head, to  us,  and  to  salvation,  is  extremely  clean  In  particular 
they  signify  and  seal  to  m  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  otir  SavioEirj 
and  all  the  benefits  we  receive  from  him  ;  and  are,  therefore j  out- 
ward signs  of  all  inward  graces  of  the  Spirit  of  God.  By  one 
of  them  J  the  benefits  of  Chri«:?t,  considered  ai?  purchosed  for  ns 
by  his  sacrifice, — by  the  other  those  benefits  considered  as  ap- 
plied to  us  by  his  Spirit,  become  ours  sacramentally.  One  of 
them  seals  our  ingrafting  into  him,  as  lost  sinners  regenerated 
and  purified  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  sent  by  him  from  the  Father  ; 
the  other  seals  our  nourishment  and  growth  by  his  body  and 
blood,  received  through  faith,  as  penitent  and  believing  sinners, 
for  whom  he  died  and  rose  again.  All  this,  it  seems  to  me,  is 
clear  even  to  a  very  weak  spiritual  discernment.  How  the  aton- 
ing sacrifice  of  Christ  in  our  room  and  stead  should  be  the  foun- 
dation of  everything  ;  and  how  the  work  of  the  divine  Spirit 
within  us  should  be  the  consummation  of  all,  I  think  I  see 
clearly.  And  how  both  the  former  and  the  latter  should  secure 
for,  and  produce  in  every  child  of  God,  grace  responsive  to  both, 
in  his  spiritual  union  and  communion  with  Christ,  and  in  his 
spiritual  purification  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  seems  to  me  very  plain. 
And  then,  how  the  two  Sacraments  should  relate,  on  the  one 
hand,  to  these  inward  and  spiritual  graces,  in  us,  and  on  the 
other,  to  the  divine  Saviour  and  the  divine  Spirit  who  redeem 
and  purify  us  ;  as  well  as  implicitly,  to  the  eternal  Father,  and 
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the  eternal  covenant  which  provides  all,  appears  to  be  obvious. 
And  all  this,  as  I  have  shown,  is  plainly  taught  by  the  word  of 
Gk>d.  But  in  what  manner  the  burial  of  the  dead  human  body 
of  Jesus  temporarily  in  a  sepulchre  hewn  in  stooe — can  be  made 
the  ground  of  a  Sacrament,  which,  by  means  of  water  baptism, 
shall  be  a  sign  of  any  inward  grace  in  the  soul,  and  shall  seal 
any  promise  made  by  God  to  penitent  sinners  ;  this,  I  confess,  I 
do  not  understand,  and  cannot  conceive.  And  I  am  thoroughly 
convinced  that  no  doctrine,  no  fact,  taught  in  the  word  of  Gk)d, 
justifies  us  in  saying  that  the  burial  of  Jesus  is  the  subject  of 
any  sacrament ;  much  less,  that  the  sacrament  of  baptism  has, 
for  any  part  of  its  object,  the  representation  of  that  burial. 
There  is  a  twofold  perversion  of  the  sacred  mysteries,  resulting 
primarily  from  a  perversion  of  the  mode  of  administering  bap- 
tism. The  Sacrament  of  the  Supper  signifies  and  seals  the 
broken  body  and  shed  blood  of  Christ,  according  to  his  own  ex- 
press declaration.  If  baptism,  the  only  remaining  Sacrament,  is 
converted  into  a  commemoration  of  the  burial  of  Christ,  then 
no  sacrament  remains  to  the  Church,  which  teaches,  signifies  or 
seals  any  part  of  the  work  of  the  Spirit  of  God — none  which 
teaches,  signifies,  or  seals,  our  ingrafting  into  Christ — without  all 
of  which  no  sinner  can  be  saved,  and  all  of  which  is  taught,  sig- 
nified, and  sealed  in  Christian  baptism.  And  a  new  sacrament, 
unknown  to  the  Scriptures,  and  destitute  of  every  scriptural 
mark  of  a  sacrament,  is  created  for  God,  by  man,  based  upon 
the  temporary  placing  of  the  dead  body  of  Jesus  in  a  stone 
sepulchre,  and  held  forth  in  a  supposed  representation  thereor  by 
immersing  a  person  in  water.  Those  who  thus  act  might  have 
some  reason  for  what  they  do,  if  their  design  was  to  discredit  the 
entire  doctrine  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  of  the  life  of  God  in  the 
soul  of  man  ;  which  assuredly  is  not  the  purpose  of  any  Chris- 
tian immersionists.  In  effect,  the  aspect  given  to  the  whole 
subject,  by  the  modern  state  of  opinion  amongst  Baptists  gener- 
ally, so  far  from  affording  any  support  to  the  idea  that  they  who 
immerse,  are  exclusively  possessed  of  the  sacrament  of  baptism  ; 
creates  a  serious  and  increasing  diflSculty  on  the  part  of  other 
Christians,  in  recognizing  the  validity  of  the  ordinance,  even 
when  administered  by  evangelical  Baptists.  Not,  as  I  have 
already  shown,  because  of  the  inherent  irregularity  of  immersion 
itself;  but  because  of  the  fundamental  perversion  of  the  true 
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Sacmoientj  and  the  aacrameotal  nullity  of  wlmt  is  fiubstiiuted ' 
fgr  it. 

3,  I  am  aware  that  such  Scriptures  as  Born.,  Ti.  4,  and  Col,^ 
iL  12j  are  habitually  relied  on  to  prove,  that  haptism  Is  a  special 
commcrooratiou  of  the  burial  of  JesuSj  and  that,  tberoforej  ini- 
mersioo  is  the  exchisivc  mode  of  its  administration,  I  repeat 
%'hat  I  have  already  intimated,  that  even  if  the  former  part  of  the 
gtatetoent  were  true^  It  affords  no  support  to  the  latter  part  of 
li  For  the  immersion  of  a  living  person  io  water,  whether  for- 
ward or  backward,  whether  once  or  three  times,  whether  clothed 
or  naked  ;  does*  not  represent  the  fact  of  burid,  nor  any  mode 
of  burial  ever  used  among  men^  nor  the  particular  VmrJiil  of 
Jeans  in  tlie  sepulchre  of  Joseph  (»f  Ariruathea*  So  that  even 
if  those  Scriptures  alluded  to,  or  any  I'tbers,  provu  that  the  sacm* 
ment  of  baptism  was  a  special  commemomtion  of  the  buriitl  of 
Jestis  ;  it  would  be  as  far  as  ever  from  being  proved  tbnt  imnn-r- 
sion  in  water  was  a  proper,  much  less  the  exclusive  way  of  ad- 
ministering that  sacrament.  But  the  true  sense  of  the  Scrii)- 
tures  relied  on  to  prove  that  baptism  is  a  coraraemomtion  of  the 
bnrial  of  Jesus j  Is  far  different  from  that  which  they  attempt  to 
torture  from  them.  Know  ye  notj  says  the  Apostle  Paul,  that 
so  many  of  us  as  were  baptized  into  Jesus  Christ  were  bai^tized 
into  his  death  ?  Therefore,  we  are  buried  with  him  by  baptism 
unto  death  :  that  like  as  Christ  was  raised  up  from  the  dead  by 
the  glory  of  the  Father,  even  so  we  also  should  walk  in  newness 
of  life.  For  if  we  have  been  planted  together  in  the  likeness 
of  his  death,  we  shall  be  also  in  the  likeness  of  his  resurrec- 
tion.^ It  is  three  times  stated  in  the  passage,  that  it  is  the 
death — not  the  burial  of  Christ — which  is  to  be  commemo- 
rated by  us ;  we  are  baptized  into  his  death — it  is  baptism 
into  death — we  are  baptized  into  the  likeness  of  his  death. 
This  is  the  fundamental  point  :  our  baptism  signifies  our  ingraft- 
ing into  our  crucified  Saviour.  It  is  not  into  water,  nor  into  the 
grave  that  baptism  is  declared  to  point,  or  that  we  arc  declared 
to  come  through  it ;  but  is  into  Christ,  and  into  his  death  ;  and  so 
baptism  is  called  baptism  into  death.  And  the  assurance  that  we 
shall  live  with  Christ,  is  derived,  as  this  Apostle  declares  in  the  text, 
from  the  certainty  that  we  are  dead  with  him  who  died  for  us 
while  we  were  yet  sinners  ;  and  by  whose  death  we  are  reconciled 
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to  GTod.'  As  to  immersion  being  a  representation  of  our  resnr- 
rection,  and  therefore  the  exclusive  mode  of  celebrating  baptism: 
that  is  as  futile  as  the  other.  Because  it  is  expressly  said  in  this 
Scripture,  that  such  as  are,  hj  baptism  into  Christ  and  into  death, 
buried  with  Christ,  ought  to  walk  in  newness  of  life  :  not  that 
they  ought  to  come  up  out  of  the  water — nor  that  coming  up  out 
of  the  water,  is  a  representation  either  of  Christ's  resurrection, 
or  of  our  own.  Being  buried  with  Christ  by  means  of  baptism 
into  death,  neither  signifies  our  natural  death,  nor  our  natural 
burial,  nor  the  mode  of  baptism,  nor  that  baptism  represents  the 
burial  and  resurrection  of  Christ.  But  what  it  means  is,  that 
by  baptism  into  Christ,  and  into  his  death — ^wo  signify  our  death 
unto  sin,  and  our  subsequent  newness  of  life,  our  ingrafting  into 
Christ,  our  being  planted  into  the  likeness  of  his  death  and  so 
buried  with  him,  and  by  consequence  our  being  planted  in  the 
likeness  of  his  resurrection.  The  benefits  of  his  death  and  re- 
surrection— are  thus  signified  and  sealed  to  us.  And  the  passage 
runs  thus  :  They  who  are  baptized  into  Jesus  Christ,  are  bap- 
tized into  his  death  ;  their  burial  with  him,  through  that  bap- 
tismal death,  is  to  the  end  that  even  as  Christ  was  raised  from 
the  dead,  so  they  should  live  a  new  life  :  because  they  are  planted 
in  the  likeness  both  of  his  death  and  resurrection.  Which  is  the 
common  doctrine  of  the  Church  of  God  :  and  in  the  very  words. 
To  the  same  purport  is  the  only  remaining  passage  of  the  New 
Testament  Scriptures,  in  which  the  burial  of  Christ  is  so  men- 
tioned as  to  be  liable  to  the  perversion  I  am  considering.  For 
in  him,  says  the  same  Apostle  who  wrote  the  other  passage, 
dwelleth  all  the  fulness  of  the  Godhead  bodily.  And  ye  are 
complete  in  him,  which  is  the  head  of  all  principality  and  power : 
in  whom  ye  are  circumcised  with  the  circumcision  made  without 
hands,  in  putting  off  the  body  of  the  sins  of  the  flesh  by  the  cir- 
cumcision of  Christ :  buried  into  him  in  baptism,*  wherein  also 
ye  are  risen  with  him  through  the  faith  of  the  operation  of  God, 
who  hath  raised  him  from  the  dead.*  That  is,  we  must  have  fel- 
lowship with  the  death  of  Christ,  if  we  would  have  fellowship 

*  Rom.,  V.  8-10 ;  yi.  8. 

*  IvvTG^ivreg  avru  ev  r^i  panriafiari  ^  ^,  Ac.  In  the  passage  in  Romans  it  is 
owera^Uliev  wv  avrift  6ia  rov  pairrLafiaToCy  Ac;  the  Greek,  as  well  as  the  sens^  in 
both  passages,  making  the  Baptism— not  a  burial  nor  a  similitude  of  one-— but  a  means 
tmto  our  mystical  joint  burial  with  Christ 

*  CoL,  ii  ^12. 
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with  his  resurrection  ;  aince  we  must  be  lografteil  into  liiiu,  if  wtt  ^ 
would  live  with  him  ;  and  it  ie  shown  how  that  inj^fting  and'l 
that  feUowBhip  are  Bignified  and  scaled  in  our  hniitistn*     For  by 
it  our  death  to  sin  Aud  our  I'egurrection  to  righteotistieBs,  awj 
gealed  in  Christ  ;  and  the  buriul  which  Httends  one,  and  the ' 
iiewuess  of  life  which  attends  the  other^  aro  both  not  only  in  but*' 
with  Ohrist:  and  therefore  both  am  throagb  l>aptif*ni.     Which  ^ 
is  precisely  equivalent  to  eayiog,  that  baptism  scala  our  ingraft-- 
iDginto  Christ,  and  our  purifieation  by  tho  Siiirit.     Th*i  Apofittle 
does  not  say  that  our  baptism  is  our  burial,  or  that  it  is  tbe^ 
similitude  of  a  burial,  or  a  resurreetiau.     But  he  «ays  it  h  e^\ 
tni^aiit  whf^rehy  onr  burial  and  that  of  Chriat  become  a  joint 
burialj  and  whereby  our  resurrection  ami  that  of  Christ  aluo  hecaiui 
joint.     It  h  8ucb  a  nieans^  be  Bays,  through  faithj — which  m  thi 
work  of  God  w*bo  raised  Christ  fvam  the  dead ;  and  our  complefce-J 
nem  in  bim^  thus  signified  in  baptiBm^vvas  equally  signified  in  cii^ 
cumciision*   Now  our  baptism  belngj  indubitably,  neither  Christ 'fl^ 
buriul  nor  our  own,  it  can  be  tmly  said  that  by  means  of  it 
havo  a  joint  burial  with  Chriist,  only  in  a  mystical  sense  :  whioh  it 
exactly  what  is  said.     In  a  real,  but  in  a  spiritual  sense— that  is 
mystieally— sacramentally~the  people  of  (rod  havo  a  joint  deathj 
burial,  and  resurrection  with  the  Saviour :  and  baptism  signifies, 
and  seals  all  three.     But  it  seals  neither  of  them  by  immersing 
a  person  in  water,  as  a  representation  of  the  fact  and  manner  of 
Christ's  burial  and  resurrection  :  but  it  seals  them  all  by  the  ap- 
plication of  water  to  the  person,  as  a  sign  of  the  purification 
wrought  in  us  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  who  was  purchased  by  the 
death  of  the  Saviour  who  redeemed  us  with  his  blood,  and  sent 
from  heaven  as  the  Comforter  of  his  people — the  crowning  proof 
of  his  glorification. 

4.  I  have,  said  the  blessed  Lord,  a  baptism  to  be  baptised 
with  ;  and  how  am  I  straitened  tiU  it  he  accomplished  !*  Had 
that  baptism  a  solitary  point,  identical  with  any  one  in  ordinary 
Christian  baptism  ?  And  yet  how  many  have  incurred,  and  do 
still  incur,  that  baptism  of  anguish,  with  Christ,  and  for  Christ  ?* 
Again,  we  have  the  word  used  in  a  comparatively  low  spiritual 
sense,  to  signify  so  much  of  the  things  of  the  Lord  as  was  taught 
by  John  the  Baptist :  and  that  even  after  Christian  baptism  bad 

*  Luke,  xii.  50  ;  Matt.,  xx.  22,  23 ;  Mark,  x.  38,  39. 
«  Rom.,  viii.  17,  18,  37;  2  Cor,i.  3-7. 
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spread  over  the  Boman  empire.*  Again,  we  have  the  word  applied 
in  an  exclusive  and  strict  sense  by  the  Apostle  Peter,  who  of  all 
men  ought  to  have  known  what  Christian  baptism  was  ;  to  sig- 
nify the  outward  ordinance,  calling  it  a  figure,  an  antitype  of  the 
Ark  in  which  Noah  was  saved.'  And  again,  it  goes  so  high  as  to 
become  a  baptism  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  with  fire.*  Four 
senses  of  the  word  baptism,  each  of  them  scriptural,  and  most 
distinct ;  and  yet  neither  of  them  the  sense  intended  by  Christ 
when  he  instituted  the  sacrament  of  baptism,  and  commanded 
his  Apostles  to  teach  all  nations,  and  to  baptize  his  followers  in 
the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.* 
And  if  there  were  a  thousand  scriptural  senses,  and  a  thousand 
more  heathen  senses,  in  which  the  word  had  been  used,  shonld 
that  prevent  the  Lord  Jesus  from  using  it  in  a  specific  sense,  for 
a  special  purpose  ?  What  if  some  hundreds  of  its  other  senses 
did  better  accord,  in  the  judgment  of  many  thousands  of  men, 
learned  and  unlearned,  with  the  original  meaning  which  they 
suppose  the  word  had,  or  should  have  had,  than  the  sense  the 
Lord  gave  to  it  did  ;  should  that  oblige  the  Lord  to  mean  what 
he  did  not  mean  ?  Nay  if  countless  men,  who  judge  themselves 
to  be  learned,  are  sure  that  one  special  sense  is  the  true,  original 
sense  of  a  term  afterwards  used  in  many  senses  ;  should  that 
oblige  ns  to  torture  language,  human  and  divine,  until  we  extort, 
no  matter  at  what  cost  of  reason  and  faith,  the  meaning  which 
satisfies  this  multitude  ?  For  my  own  part,  I  admit  the  right 
of  the  divine  Redeemer  to  establish  what  ordinances  he  pleased  ; 
to  give  them  what  names  he  thought  proper  ;  and  to  attach  to 
the  terms  he  used,  the  sense  he  considered  most  appropriate. 
Thus  accepted,  the  Scriptures  do  unquestionably  teach,  as  I 
think  I  have  proved,  and  as  the  true  followers  of  Christ  have 
commonly  and  always  believed,  that  what  the  Lord  meant  by 
baptism  was  a  divine  mystery,  administered  by  his  Apostles,  and 
to  be  adminij^tered  to  all  his  disciples  to  the  end  of  the  world, 
by  duly  authorized  stewards  of  his  mysteries  ;  that  the  element 
used  in  this  divine  ordinance,  was  water  ;  that  the  administration 
of  it  was  directed  by  the  Saviour  to  be  in  the  name  of  the  Father, 
and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost ;  and  that  it  was  designed 
to  be,  and  has  continued  according  to  the  promise  of  Christ  to 

>  Acts,  xviii.  24-26;  xix.  1-7.  *  1  Peter,  iii.  20,  21. 

»  Matt.,  iiu  11 }  Luke,  iil  16  *  Matt,  xxviU.  18,  19. 
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the  prenent  time,  one  of  tlio  two  iacramontg  of  the  Gospel  Church. 
So  ftir,  there  m  probably  no  dispute  ttmongfit  evangelical  Chrbtians. 
I  iidd,  that  this  fiacrament  was  deeigned  and  undcrsto«)d  by  his 
Apostles,  to  be  admiaiKterid  to  the  hifsipt  seed  of  Wlievent,  il^  t 
have  endeavoured  to  prove  ;  that  it  was  designed  by  Chrifit  nnd 
understood  by  his  Apostles,  to  be  administered  by  the  appJicHtion 
tif  wiiter  to  the  subject,  that  is  by  affusion,  or  the  pouring  or 
sprinkliDj^  of  thiJ  water  upon  the  subject,  and  not  by  immersing 
liiui  in  tlie  water  ;  as  I  will  attempt  to  prove. 

5.  lu  coDsideririg  the  iuteation  of  the  Lord,  as  to  the  mode 
in  which  water  should  be  used  in  the  administration  of  this  Eiaicra- 
ment,  whicli  intention  if  it  can  be  ascertained  is  conclnsii^e  on  all 
who  believe  in  him  ;  some  of  the  groondB  upon  which  we  are  now 
able  to  arrive  at  a  sjitisfactory  conelusionj  may  be  very  briefly 
stated  J  soroewhiit  after  the  fi  allowing  tuannen 

(a)  Nafmc  of  tJtc  Gract^  c/  the  Scalf  of  tMir  Itelaiion  lo 
each  other,  and  uH  io  Christ  It  in,  as  I  have  proved,  tJie  doc- 
trine of  the  word  of  God  aud  of  the  Church  of  Chriit,  that  the 
fundumeaUil  idea  of  a  sacmuient  is,  that  it  is  an  outivartl  and 
vi&ible  sign  of  inward  and  invi^able  ^race ;  and  Umt  tha 
great  inward  grace  signified  in  baptism,  l*y  the  sacramental  nv$ 
of  water,  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  of  the  Sou,  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  is  the  purification  of  the  soul  by  the  blood  of  Christ, 
through  the  work  of  the  Spirit.  Now  the  whole  of  this  is  from 
God  to  us  :  done  to  us  from  above,  not  done  by  us.  It  is  the 
grace  of  God,  the  blood  of  Christ,  the  work  of  the  Spirit,  applied 
to  us.  The  water  which  signifies  it  all,  and  signifies  by  its  puri- 
fying virtue  the  efiect  of  all,  and  that  by  the  institution  of  Christ, 
should  also  be  applied  to  us.  Which  is  confirmed  by  the  decla- 
ration that  we  are  elect  according  to  the  foreknowledge  of  Ghxl 
the  Father,  through  sauctification  of  the  Spirit,  unto  obedience 
and  sprinkling  of  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ :'  and  the  further 
declaration  that  the  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  is  the 
characteristic  work  of  the  only  dispensation  in  which  water  is  a 
sacramental  element.*  It  is  the  sprinkling  of  the  blood  of  Jesus, 
it  is  the  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  of  God  on  us,  it  is  the  efficacy 
of  these  which  produces  the  inward  grace,  which  the  water  sig- 
nifies.     Unless  we  are  expressly  told  the  contrary,  how  are  wo  to 

»  1  Peter,  i.  2  ;  Heb.,  xil  24. 

•  Joel,  iu  28,  29 ;  Acts,  il  It,  18. 
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avoid  the  conclasion  that  the  water,  also,  must  be  poured  or 
sprinkled  on  us  ? 

(b)  Belation  of  SprtnJding  Blood  and  Watery  alwaySy  to  pu- 
rification and  to  Christ.  The  use  of  both  water  and  of  blood  in 
the  sacred  mysteries  of  the  Church  of  God,  was  habitual  and 
constant  under  the  institutions  of  Moses  from  their  origin.  But 
that  ancient  form  of  the  Church,  was  simply  a  dispensation  of 
the  Messianic  Kingdom,  of  which  the  Saviour  of  the  world  was 
the  head  and  Lord  :  and  everything  in  it  was  his,  and  pointed 
continaally  to  him.  Moreover  he  was  a  Jew,  and  his  ministry 
was  passed  as  a  minister  of  the  circumcision  ;  and  his  Apostles 
were  all  Jews  ;  and  his  whole  life  was  passed  in  scrupulous  and 
perfect  observance  of  the  entire  righteousness  that  was  by  the 
law.  Now  when  the  covenant  between  God  and  his  people  was 
ratified  after  the  giving  of  the  law  at  Sinai;  Moses  by  the  command 
of  God,  sprinkled  half  the  blood  of  the  sacrifices  offered  to  God 
upon  the  altar,  and  the  rest  of  the  blood  he  sprinkled  upon  the 
people,  saying.  Behold  the  blood  of  the  covenant  which  the  Lord 
hath  made  with  you.*  The  Apostle  Paul  in  allusion  to  this,  and 
in  the  transcendent  exaltation  of  the  Christian  above  the  Jewish 
dispensation,  says.  We  are  come  to  Jesus  the  Mediator  of  the 
new  covenant,  and  to  the  blood  of  sprinkling,  that  speaketh  bet- 
ter things  than  that  of  Abel.'  It  was  a  perpetual  statute,  that 
all  who  were  ceremonially  unclean  by  any  contact  with  the  dead, 
should  have  the  water  of  separation  applied  to  them,  as  a  puri- 
fication from  sin  :  which  was  done  by  sprinkling  the  water  upon 
the  person  :*  and  upon  the  great  day  of  Atonement,  once  every 
year,  the  high  priest  sprinkled  the  blood  of  the  sacrifice  even 
upon  the  mercy  seat,  which  covered  the  ark  :*  both  of  which  with 
other  ordinances,  the  Apostle  Paul  recounts  in  illustrating  what 
the  Lord  Jesus  had  done,  and  adds,  How  much  more  shall  the 
blood  of  Christ,  who  through  the  eternal  Spirit  offered  himself 
without  spot  unto  God,  purge  your  consciences  from  dead  works 
to  serve  the  living  God?*  Let  me  add  the  remarkable  declaration 
of  Paul,  that  all  Israel  that  went  up  out  of  Egypt  were  baptized 
into  Moses  in  the  cloud  and  in  the  sea :'  and  that  of  Isaiah,  in 
one  of  his  most  illustrious  prophecies  of  Christ,  So  shall  he 
sprinkle  many  nations  :^  and  that  of  Ezekiel,  when  expressly 

*  Ex.,  xxiv.  6-8.         «  Heb.,  xii.  24      •  Numb.,  xix.  paasim.      <  Lev.,  xvi.  14. 

*  Heb.,  ix.  passini.      •  1  Cor.,  x.  2.        '  Isa,  lii.  15. 
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foretellitig  that  blensed  time,  when  God  would  give  his  people  a 
new  heart,  and  put  a  ntiw  spirit  within  theiHy  Then  T  will  sprinkk 
clean  water  UfK>n  you,  and  yc  shall  be  clearu'  Let  thefio  (exam- 
ples Biifflce,  to  illustrate  the  ttiode  in  which  blood  and  water  were 
uied  by  the  authority  of  Christ  himadfj  in  the  sacred  mysterioi 
of  the  aiieieut  Church  ;  the  form  in  which  these  ideas  lay  in  the 
luiad  of  every  child  of  God  on  earth,  when  Christ  instituted  the 
(wicraiueut  of  bnptiaju  with  water,  aa  the  sign  of  the  sprint  ling 
of  bia  purifying  blood ^tht!  fijrtn  in  which  they  could  not  but  lay 
in  the  mind  of  the  Jewish  people  on  this?  day  of  Pentecost  when 
the  first  Chriatian  baptism  was  administered  to  three  thousand 
Jews,  In  the  absenc<5  of  any  explicit  statement  that  he  meant 
something  else,  how  can  we  doubt  that  he  intended  the  water  in 
liaptiBtn  to  signify  a  purification ^  and  to  he  sprinkled  or  poured 
on  the  subject  ? 

(c)  Semcy  original  find  acinul^  of  the  Words  personaUy  used 
by  Christ,     The  language  of  the  New  Testament  is  a  somewhat 
peculiar  dialect  of  the  Greek :  though  that  is  not  the  language 
which  Chrfst  spoke,  and  in  which  he  taught.     We  have  tho«cj 
sacred  WTitings  in  that  tongue,  by  inspiration  of  the  Holy  (jhoflt: 
and  accept  them  as  they  are,  as  infdillible  truth  conceraini^  what 
our  Saviour  said,  and  did,  and  meant.     It  is  extremely  easy  for 
those  whose  minde  are  already  made  up  that  a  particular  mode 
of  baptism  is  exclusively  valid  ;    to    make   positive  assertions 
concerning  the  original  meaning  and  only  proper  use  and  signifi- 
cancy  of  words  in  this  peculiar  language  and  in  classic  Greek ; 
neither  of  which  the  bulk  of  mankind  know  anything  of,  and 
which  very  few  persons  understand  thonmghly.     I  cannot,  of 
course,  enter  at  large  into  discussions  bearing  on  that  aspect  of 
the  subjsct,  in  such  a  Treatise  as  this.     What  is  proper  here,  on 
such  a  pointj  with  reference  to  such  a  subject,  is  to  state  my 
own    convictions,    and    support    them    as    briefly   as    possible. 
The  wonder  is  that  it  should  ever  have  been  supposed,  that  we 
are  competent  to  determine  either  the  laws  of  thought  or  of 
speech  in  such  a  manner  ;  as  by  them  to  fix  an  absolute  and 
invariable  sense  beforehand,  to  which  the  utterance  of  the  Cre- 
ator, both  of  thought  and  speech,  shall  be  limited.     The  utmost 
to  which  we  are  competent,  is  some  just  knowledge  of  the  sub- 
ject and  the  language,  and  then  the  careful  consideration  of 
>  Ezckiel,  xxxvi.  26. 
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what  God  has  actually  said  and  done.  The  sacred  use  of  water 
in  connection  with  their  religious  rites,  which  I  have  alluded  to 
in  the  case  of  the  Hebrews,  is  known  to  have  been  common  to 
all  ancient  nations — the  Egyptians,  the  inhabitants  of  Judea, 
the  Persians,  the  early  Romans,  as  well  as  the  Greeks.  If  it 
were  positively  certain  that  the  mode  of  this  sacred  use,  espe- 
cially among  the  Greeks,  was  exclusively  by  immersing  the 
person  in  water ;  it  would  prove  nothing  with  regard  to  the  in- 
tention of  Christ  as  to  the  sacred  use  of  water  by  him  in  the 
Christian  Church  :  not  even  if  he  should  adopt  the  very  words 
they  had  previously  used  in  their  mysteries.  This  obvious  truth 
is  illustrated  in  the  frequency  with  which  words  in  common  use 
by  Greek  authors,  are  employed  in  the  New  Testament  in  a 
sense  materially,  sometimes  wholly  different  from  the  classical 
sense,  in  order  to  express  ideas  peculiar  to  the  Church,  and  to 
salvation.  And  surely,  in  the  whole  system  of  Jesus,  nothing 
is  more  peculiar  than  the  idea  of  the  union  of  the  soul  with 
him,  through  the  virtue  of  his  shed  blood,  applied  to  us  in  the 
work  of  a  divine  agent.  I  deny,  however,  that  there  was  anything 
in  the  original  signification,  or  the  previous  use  whether  common 
or  sacred,  of  the  word  employed  to  express  the  intention  of  Jesus 
in  the  institution  of  this  sacrament,^  to  authorize  the  inference 
that  he  meant  the  subject  of  it  to  be  immersed  in  water.  On  the 
contrary  the  original  sense  of  the  term  (ffannS)  from  which  all 
the  rest  are  derived,  was,  when  applied  to  things  common,  that 
their  state  was  changed  by  changing  the  surface — and  when  ap- 
plied to  things  sacred,  that  their  state  was  changed  by  purifying 
them  ;  which,  in  effect,  accords  with  the  idea  of  baptism,  by 
which  the  state  of  man,  both  external  and  internal,  is  signified 
as  being  changed  ;  changed  outwardly  by  his  becoming  a  cove- 
nanted follower  of  Christ,  and  inwardly  by  his  being  born  of  the 
Spirit.  In  the  common  use  of  the  terms,  they  signify  any 
change  of  colour  by  dyeing  garments,  or  anything  else,  even  Ihj 
hair  ;  the  glazing  of  pottery  ;  the  painting,  varnishing  and  gild- 
ing of  pillars,  statues,  or  anything  else  ;  the  cleansing  of  house- 
hold vessels  and  furniture  bj-  the  use  of  water,  and  the  like  ; 
some  of  which  uses  can  be  easily  proved  by  citations  from  the 
New  Testament,  and  all  of  them,  and  many  more  to  the  same 
purport,  are  common  in  the  Greek  classics.     The  use  of  the 
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wortls  attrilmted  to  Christ  by  the  eacred  writera,  is  rtmarfcibk. 
He  told  Nicodemus,  early  in  his  ministry,  that  in  urder  t4>  t»at«^ 
tbc  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  a  man  must  be  born  of  water  aod  of 
the  Siurit ;'  hut  it  was  not  until  after  his  resurrection  that  h*> 
exphiincd  this  nae  of  water  ti>  be  baptism  in  tho  namo  of  the 
Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost  f  nor  till  tliea 
that  he  esidaiued  the  great  differenco  between  John's  baptiim^ 
iind  hia  own,*  In  one  of  his  parables  he  put  tlie  word  ^3»V"/  i***** 
the  mouth  of  a  man  in  hell ;  Bond  Lazarus  that  be  may  dip  tho 
tip  uf  bi^  linger  in  water  ;*  and  as  he  celebrated  the  last  Su|»i;6?, 
he  usetl  it  again  in  the  &ame  sense, ^  He  that  dippeih  his  hand 
with  me  in  the  dish  :  one  of  the  twelve  that  dippeth  with  me  ia 
the  dish  :  be  it  is,  to  whom  I  shall  give  a  sop^  wlieu  I  have  dipped 
it  }  it  is  thus  our  translators  have  rendered  the  places/  He 
used  the  wttrd  again,  when  he  spake  of  his  own  cup  and  bap- 
tism ;t  rtlludlng  duubfcleiis  to  bis  agony  in  the  garden  of  Geth- 
semnne  and  on  the  Cross  ;  to  the  whole,  it  may  be,  that  befell 
hiEjj,  fmm  the  hist  Supper  till  his  resurrection,'  Once  he  apj4ied 
the  word  fla-m^^ia  to  the  baptism  of  John,  demanding  of  liiose 
who  questioned  hia  own  authority,  whence  that  baptism  was/ 
These  are  the  chiuf  instftuces,  if  not  the  whule_,  in  wliich  it  is 
known  that  Jesus  personally  used  these  words,  either  before  or 
after  his  resurrection.  He  applied  them  once  to  the  baptism  of 
John,  once  to  the  wetting  of  the  tip  of  the  finger,  once  to  a 
piece  of  food  put  in  a  dish,  and  to  the  putting  of  a  man's  hand 
in  a  dish  for  food,  twice  to  his  own  approaching  agony  ;  and  after 
his  resurrection,  he  used  them  once  in  instituting  the  sacrament, 
once  in  exhibiting  its  relation  to  sjdvation,  and  once  in  pointing 
out  the  diflFerence  between  John's  baptism  with  water,  and  the 
immediately  approaching  baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  which 
John  had  so  distinctly  taught  was  peculiar  to  Christ,  and  out  of 
all  comparison  superior  to  his  own.  Upon  this  state  of  case, 
presented  in  this  paragraph,  and  remembeiing  what  was  shown 
before,  what  pretext  is  there  for  asserting  that  the  teaching  of 
Jesus  establishes  immersion  as  a  way,  much  less  the  exclusive 
way  of  Christian  baptism  ? 

»  John,  iiu  5.    *  Mat,  xxviiL  19 ;  Mark,  xvk  16.     *  Acts,  L  5 ;  xi.  16.     *  Luke^  xvi  S4 
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(d)  Sense  of  Chrisfa  special  Explanation,  In  connection 
with  his  command  to  await  the  outpouring  of  the  Spirit,  Christ 
said  to  his  Apostles,  For  John  truly  baptized  with  water ; 
but  ye  shall  be  baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghost  not  many  days 
hence.*  Peter  says  that  when  the  Holy  Ghost  fell  on  the  Gen- 
tiles in  the  house  of  Cornelius,  he  remembered  the  words  of  the 
Lord,  which  he  repeats  ;  and  they  led  him  to  baptize  those  first 
Gkntile  Christiana."  Thus  remarkably  did  Christ  fulfil  the  prom- 
ise he  had  made,  that  the  Comforter  should  teach  them  all  things, 
and  bring  all  things  to  their  remembrance.'  Thus  remarkably 
did  he  make  Peter  the  honoured  instrument  of  opening  the  Church 
of  God,  once  more,  to  the  nations  so  long  rejected  ;  according 
to  his  promise  to  him,  when  Peter  made  that  great  confession  of 
him.*  And  thus  completely  did  this  explanation  by  Christ,  of 
the  baptism  he  had  instituted,  control  its  administration,  as  we 
shall  afterwards  see^  both  to  the  Jews  and  Gentiles.  What  I 
insist  on  here  is,  that  those  decisive  words  of  Christ,  oblige  us  to 
understand  that  his  baptism  was  to  be  administered  ivith  water, 
and  not  in — much  less  into  water  ;  that  the  water  was  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  person — not  that  the  person  was  to  be  immersed  in 
the  water.  The  Greek  words  are  the  same,  in  both  the  passages 
already  cited  from  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles.*  The  language  in 
the  English  is  also  very  nearly  the  same  in  both  passages,  and 
exactly  expresses  the  sense  ;  baptized  with  water — baptized  with 
the  Holy  Ghost :  a  form  of  expression,  and  of  contrast,  common 
in  the  New  Testament.  But  the  Greek  form  of  expression  in 
the  words  used  by  Christ,  is  not  the  same  in  both  branches  of 
the  statement.  When  he  says  John  baptized  with  water,  he 
puts  the  noun  {vdaTi)  in  the  dative  case,  after  the  verb,  and  omits 
the  preposition  (ev)  :  and  when  he  says  they  should  be  baptized 
with  the  Holy  Ghost,  he  uses  the  preposition  before  the  dative 
case  {ev  nvevimri  dyto).  In  the  former  case  it  is  John,  and  the 
person  baptized,  and  the  means,  the  element,  with  which  as  the 
case  used  shows  :  in  the  latter  case  it  is  Christ,  and  the  person 
biptized  and  the  divine  Agent  with  whose  concurrence,  as  the 
case  used  shows.  It  is  noteworthy  that  the  writer  of  the  Acts 
of  the  Apostles,  when  repeating  the  words  of  John  the  Baptist, 

I  Acts,  L  6.  'Acta,xL16. 

•  John,  xiv.  26L  *  Matt,  xvL  16-19. 
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expresses  the  same  sense  as  to  tlie  walerj  by  changing  the  phmae 
a  little  ;  putting  the  noun  {vSart)  before  the  verb,  in  the  dative, 
nnd  withiiut  the  preposihon  ;  at  the  same  time  presen^mg  the 
oxact  ftjrra  in  wbat  related  to  Christ,  Matthew  and  Mark  re* 
peatmg  the  words  of  John  the  Baptist^  use  the  preposition 
fM.*fore  both  nouns,  in  the  dative  case,  after  the  verb  ;*  while 
John  once  <.tonf>rms  to  that  usage^  and  onue  iieen  tht*  noun 
belore  the  verb,  prefixing  both  the  prepojiition  and  tho  arti- 
cle,* These  are  the  various  forma  in  which  the  statements 
cnneerning  the  relation  of  John's  baptism  and  that  of  Christ  to 
each  other,  are  given  in  the  words  of  both  of  them^  by  Matlhew^ 
Miirk^  Luke  and  John.  The  unquestionable  sense  of  all  the 
itatemeots  seems  to  me  to  be,  first^  that  we  miiMt  be  iMipti^ed 
mill  water,  smd  not  into  water  ;  and,  secondly,  even  if  wiih  water 
were  proved  to  mean  in  water  in  the  sense  of  completely  wetting 
the  personj  it  would  be  as  remote  as  ever  from  immersion,  that 
is  J  into  the  water.  Such  modes  of  expression  as  I  have  p^iiDtixl 
out,  oblige  us  to  understand  that  the  water,  and  tlie  blood,  and 
the  Spirit  are  applied  to  ua  :  and  I  suppose  it  to  be  imposnihle 
to  find,  or  to  cons  true  t,  a  Greek  sentence  analogous  to  these  re- 
niarkable  passageSj  which  could,  without  violence,  be  undent tiod 
otherwise.  If  this  be  so,  the  very  words  used  by  Christ,  after  his 
resurrection,  to  his  Apostles,  in  exposition  both  of  John's  ba|>- 
tism  and  of  that  which  he  had  instituted,  oblige  us  to  see  that 
Christian  baptism  is  to  be  administered,  not  by  immersion,  but 
by  sprinkling  or  pouring  water  on  the  subject. 

(e)  Sense  attributed  to  these  Words  by  the  Apostles  of  tki 
Lord.  The  sense  intended  by  Christ  to  be  affixed  to  the  terms 
he  used  in  instituting  the  Sacrament  of  baptism  ;  is  precisely 
determined  by  the  use  made  of  them  by  his  Apostles,  who  re- 
ceived the  command  from  him,  and  executed  it  with  plenary  au- 
thority and  inspiration.  Their  account  of  the  matter  is  to  the 
following  purport :  Christ  loved  the  Church,  and  gave  himself 
for  it :  that  he  might  sanctify  and  cleanse  it  with  the  washing  of 
water  by  the  word,  that  he  might  present  it  to  himself  a  glori- 
ous Church,  not  having  spot,  nor  wrinkle,  nor  any  such  thing ; 
but  that  it  should  be  holy  nnd  without  blemish.*  Here  is  the  love 
and  the  sacrifice  of  Christ — the  power  of  the  divine  word — the 
power  and  efiects  of  the  divine  Spirit — the  product  of  all,  the  glo- 

*  Matt,  Ui.  11 ;  Mark,  i.  8.  '  John,  L  26-33.  =  Eph.,  v.  26-27. 
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nous  Church  ;  but  in  the  midst  of  these,  is  the  cleansing  of  the 
Church  with  the  washing  of  water.*  Baptism,  therefore,  rep- 
resents the  powerful  washing  of  the  blood  and  Spirit  of  Christ, 
by  which  we  have  access,  by  a  new  and  living  way  to  the  holiest 
of  all ;  to  which,  says  the  Apostle,  Let  us  draw  near  with  a  true 
heart  in  full  assurance  of  faith,  having  our  hearts  sprinkled  from 
an  evil  conscience  and  our  bodies  washed  with  pure  water.*  How 
then  is  it  possible  for  the  heart  to  be  purified,  by  having  it 
sprinkled  ?  Paul  tells  us  it  is  by  sprinkling  it  with  the  blood 
of  Christ,  that  the  conscience  is  purged  from  dead  works.'  And 
as  to  sprinkling  the  blood  of  Christ  on  the  heart,  Peter  tells  us 
that  this  sprinkling  of  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ,  is  through 
sanctification  of  the  Spirit  :*  and  to  clear  the  matter  still  fur- 
ther, he  adds  that  by  the  washing  of  our  bodies  with  pure  water 
in  baptism,  he  does  not  understand  the  putting  away  of  the  filth 
of  the  fiesh,  but  the  answer  of  a  good  conscience  towards  Qod.^ 
For  it  is  not  by  works  of  righteousness  that  we  have  done,  but 
according  to  the  mercy  of  God  our  Saviour,  that  he  saved  us,  by 
the  washing  of  regeneration^  and  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost ; 
which  he  shed  on  us  abundantly  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Sa- 
viour.* But  what  Paul  had  called  the  washing  of  water  in  the 
Epistle  to  the  Ephesians,  he  calls  here  the  washing  of  regenera- 
tion.f  Baptism,  therefore,  is  the  seal  of  our  ingrafting  into  Christ, 
and  into  his  body  which  is  the  Church  ;  a  seal,  also,  of  our  puri- 
fication by  the  work  of  the  Holy  Ghost ;  and  the  washing  with 
water  in  it,  is  not  to  cleanse  the  filthiness  of  the  flesh,  but  signi- 
fies the  work  of  the  Spirit  in  the  conscience, — and  is  after  the 
manner  of  the  sprinkling  of  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ,  upon  our 
hearts.  Christ  said  to  Nicodemus,  Except  a  man  be  born  of 
water  and  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter  into  the  Kingdom  of 
Qod  ;*  and  the  declaration  of  Paul  is  precise,  that  God  saves  us, 
according  to  his  mercy,  by  the  washing  of  regeneration,  and  the 
renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost.'  According  to  the  word  of  God, 
the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  the  Son  of  God  cleanseth  us  from  all 
sin  ;•  even  that  Jesus  who  came  not  by  water  only,  but  by  water 
and  blood,  as  the  spirit  of  truth  beareth  witness.*    And  so  it  is 
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declared,  To  are  washed^  ye  are  gaDciified^ye  nr©  juitified,  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  by  the  Spirit  of  onr  God/  Now, 
that  this  sacred  rajstery,  this  baptisoi,  this  washing,  this  sprink- 
ling,* was  the  aacmmental  application  of  water  to  the  parson  of 
liini  who  received  the  ordiuance  ;  therehy  Bignifying  and  sealing 
htrt  ingrafting  into  Christ,  ami  his  purificatioQ  by  the  Holy  Oho^t ; 
iH  an  undeniably  certain,  as  it  is  that  tbe  Greek  tongue  is  capablo 
nf  expressing  these  ideas*  As  to  any  teaching  of  the  divioe  Scrip* 
tares,  that  this  sacrament  is  a  burial,  or  an  immersion  ;  that  it  is 
an  exorcism,  or  a  charm ^  or  that  it  has  any  inherent  efficacy,  or 
that  it  is  to  be  accompanied  with  any  ceremonies  beyond  those  ' 
uecessary  in  the  solemn  application  of  the  water  to  the  peraon  : 
nothing  of  that  sort  is  to  be  found  in  the  word  of  God  ;  but  s 
great  deal  irreconcilable  with  it  alL  As  to  any  pretended  incon* 
iisteocy  lietween  the  obvious  sense  conveyed  bj  the  language  of 
the  sacred  writers,  and  the  alleged  original,  and  only  proper  nense 
of  the  terms  they  used  ;  it  appears  to  me  I  hat  those  men,  speak- 
ing Greek  by  immediate  inspimtion  of  God,  instructed  in  what 
they  taught  immediately  by  Christy  and  full  of  tbe  Holy  Ghost ; 
very  probably  knew  what  they  professed  to  teach «  And  that 
they  were  both  honest  and  in  eamest,  is  rather  clearly  proved  by 
their  having  sealed  their  testimony  with  their  blood. 

IV. — 1.  It  remains  to  examine,  as  carefully  as  my  limits  will 
allow,  the  Apostolic  practice  with  regard  to  the  administration  of 
this  sncrameot.  The  first  instance  of  it  that  occurred,  was  alto- 
gether the  most  wonderful  and  pregnant ;  and  the  divine  state- 
ment of  the  actual  event  corresponds,  in  simplicity  and  brevity, 
with  those  concerning  the  institution  and  the  exposition  of  the 
sacrament  by  Christ.  Then  they  that  gladly  received  the  word 
were  baptized  ;  and  the  same  day  there  were  added  unto  them 
about  three  thousand  souls.'  This  record  was  made  many  years 
after  the  event,  and  by  a  man  who  may  not  have  been  present  on 
the  occasion  :  but  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  as  an  inspired  book 
is  invested  with  such  proofs  of  its  divine  origin,  as  to  justify  the 
title  by  which  it  was  once  known,  namely,  the  GKxspel  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  Those  long  intervening  years  had  been  full  of  the  most 
wonderful  events.  Luke,  the  writer  of  the  book,  in  which  the 
history  of  the  planting  of  the  Gospel  Church,  and  of  the  first 

*  1  Cor.,  vii  7,  11.  ♦  Mvcrrypioy— /?awrt<T^o— Xwrpw>  ■ftovrtoywf, 

•  Acta.  IL 


CHAP.  XXIX.]       8ACBAMSNT    OF    BAPTISM.  579 

period  of  the  dispensation  of  the  Spirit  with  power,  has  been 
preserved  ;  had  already  written  his  Gospel,  in  which  the  life  and 
nets  of  Christ,  from  his  birth  to  his  taking  up  into  heaven,  are 
narrated ;  and  the  doctrine  and  practice  of  that  baptism,  the 
first  and  grandest  example  of  which  is  stated  in  the  words  I 
have  quoted,  had  penetrated  all  civilized  nations.  Considering 
the  solemn  occasion  on  Pentecost  from  this  point  of  view,  and  in 
this  light ;  it  would  have  been  strange  if  the  Evangelist  had 
paused  in  his  great  narrative,  to  give  a  particular  explanation  of 
the  mode  of  administering  baptism.  He  recounts  the  miraculous 
outpouring  of  the  Spirit,  that  promise  of  the  Father  so  much  in- 
sisted on  by  Christ ;  the  miraculous  effects  of  this  on  the  Apos- 
tles, and  their  immediate  exercise  of  the  gift  of  tongues ;  the 
amazement  of  the  vast,  heterogeneous  multitude  gathered  out  of 
all  nations  at  Jerusalem,  and  their  hurrying  together  in  confused 
wonder  and  trouble ;  the  mighty  discourse  of  Peter,  and  its 
mighty  effects ;  three  thousand  souls  accepting  the  words  of  eter- 
nal life — added  to  the  company  of  the  redeemed — ^baptized.  If 
there  is  anything  connected  with  such  a  scene  as  this,  which 
throws  incidental  but  clear  light  upon  things  less  important 
than  the  main  events  ;  we  can  hardly  doubt  that  this  light  be- 
longs to  the  nature  of  the  case,  and  is  to  be  confidently  ac- 
cepted by  us.  I  think  there  is  much,  and  will  endeavour  to 
disclose  it. 

2.  (a)  The  nature  of  the  Events  and  the  shortness  of  the 
time.  It  was  the  third  hour  of  the  day  ;  about  nine  o'clock  in 
the  forenoon.  The  three  thousand  ])erson8  were  'baptized  and 
were  added  to  the  Church  of  Christ,  that  same  day.'  The  ninth 
hour  of  the  day,  about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  was  the 
habitual  hour  of  public  prayer,  at  which  the  Apostles  attended  ; 
and  this  was  a  season  of  great  solemnity.'  The  entire  period 
occupied  by  these  great  occurrences,  could  not,  therefore,  have 
occupied  more  than  six  hours.  Within  that  space  must  be 
crowded,  all  that  was  uttered  by  Peter — those  other  words,  (as 
well  as  what  is  recorded)  in  which  he  testified  and  exhorted  the 
multitude  to  save  themselves  from  that  untoward  generation  ; 
and  all  that  was  said  by  all  the  Apostles,  before  Peter  commenced 
his  discourse,  to  crowds  of  people  from  every  nation  under  heaven, 
of  whom  fifteen  nations  are  mentioned  by  name,  to  every  man  in 
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his  own  tongae  whemin  he  was  bora,  concerning  the  things  whereof 
the  Spirit  gave  them  uttcmnce.'  Moreover  it  was  to  be  aacer- 
taineil  who  they  were  who  glndly  received  the  word,  and  thfy 
were  to  be  gepamted  from  the  great  impenitent  multitude,  and 
were  to  give  mi ch  prooft  of  their  faith  as  satisfied  the  Apostles^ 
nfore  the^  received  them  into  their  fellowship.  And  further 
still,  whether  we  auppose  these  Btupendoiis  scenes  to  have  ocs- 
ciirred  in  the  very  temple  itself,  or  in  the  general  enclosure  mors 
largely  called  the  teinple,**  or  perhaps  in  one  of  the  courta  or 
porohee  of  it  ;  in  either  case,  whatever  delay  may  have  arisen 
frotn  the  special  difficulties  appertaining  to  the  particular  placc^ 
mmt  be  eonaiderod.  To  say  nothiDg  further,  let  the  six  honr* 
allowed  by  the  inspired  narrative,  suffer  the  deduction  required 
by  the  foregoing  circumstances  ;  and  how  are  we  to  conceive  it 
to  be  posRible,  that  the  |>ortion  of  time  remaining  was  aufficient 
to  allow  of  the  immersion  of  three  thousand  persons,  even  if,  on 
the  instant  J  and  at  the  place,  everything  had  been  in  readinesa  ? 
There  are  but  three  allowable  solutions.  They  were  immersed 
by  the  Apostles— which  seems  to  be  impossible.  Or  they  wore 
sprinkled  in  mass,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  Jews^  who  on 
certain  occasions  appear  to  have  purified  in  this  manner,  by  the 
sprinkling  of  blood  or  water  with  a  hyssop  ;*  which  would  not 
have  been  the  baptism  instituted  by  Christ,  and  is  wholly  unsup- 
ported by  evidence.  Or  they  were  baptized  by  pouring  or  sprink- 
ling water  upon  each  one  of  them,  sacramentally  ;  just  as  they 
would  be  now,  according  to  the  method  still  practised  in  the 
Church  of  Christ ;  which  was  possible,  under  the  circumstances. 
The  conclusion  then,  supposing  the  mode  of  baptism  to  be  dis- 
puted and  doubtful,  is  apparently  very  strong  against  the  immer- 
sion of  these  three  thousand  persons — and  in  favour  of  their 
baptism  by  the  application  of  water  to  them, 

(6)  The  Nature  of  the  Place,  and  the  Circumstances.  Let  it 
be  borne  in  mind  that  the  circumstances  of  this  enquiry  are 
inexorable.  It  is  expressly  stated  that  these  people  were  con- 
verted on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  and  that  they  were  baptized  the 
same  day  :  they  were  baptized  with  water :  and  there  are  but 
three  modes  by  which  this  is  possible,  namely,  putting  them  into 
water,  or  applying  the  water  to  them,  or  combining  both  in  one 

*  Acts,  ii.  6-13,  40.  *  Naof — the  temple  itself;  lepov — eyerythiiig  in  the  waDed  arsft. 
•»  Ex.,  xii.  22 ;  Lev.,  xiv.  61 ;  Num.,  xix.  18 ;  Heb.,  ix.  19. 
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ordinance.  As  to  the  third  of  these  possible  methods — ^it  is  not 
imaginary.  It  probably  prevailed  to  a  considerable  extent  in  the 
early  Church  ;  and  in  it,  and  in  some  of  the  oriental  Churches, 
so  far  as  trine  immersion  has  ever  prevailed,  the  water  poured  on 
the  subject  after  the  threefold  immersion,  was,  in  effect,  the  real 
baptism  ;  the  immersions  being  purifications  in  the  name  of  the 
Trinity,  added  without  divine  warrant,  gradually  accepted  as  part, 
and  by  some  finally  as  the  whole  of  the  sacrament.  In  the 
Churches  of  the  Latin  Empire,  in  the  Papal  Church,  and  the 
Protestant  Churches,  this  superstition,  which  only  increases  all 
the  difficulties  of  the  immersionists,  never  prevailed  ;  and  need 
not  be  discussed  here.  Upon  the  circumstances  stated,  therefore, 
it  follows,  that  whatever  tends  to  establish  either  of  the  re- 
maining two  modes,  tends  in  an  equal  degree  to  confute  the 
other  :  and  whatever  subverts  one  establishes  the  other.  This 
inexorable  antagonism  is  the  basis  of  all  the  practical  difficulty 
created  by  the  immersionists,  and  is  the  logical  foundation  of 
their  argument,  their  conclusion,  and  their  practice.  It  is  better 
to  accept  the  issue,  and  put  an  end  to  the  question,  if  that  be 
possible,  than  to  content  ourselves,  as  was  formerly  the  case,  with 
affirming  the  lawfulness  of  affusion  as  a  mode  of  scriptural  bap- 
tism. Admitting  then  that  a  mode  is  the  mode,  I  urge  that  in 
addition  to  the  physical  impossibility  arising  out  of  the  nature 
of  the  transaction,  which  I  have  explained  in  the  preceding 
paragraph  ;  there  is  an  additional  and  more  obvious  impossi- 
bility, arising  out  of  the  nature  of  the  place  where,  and  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which,  the  transaction  occurred.  It  is  not 
possible  that  these  three  thousand  persons  could  have  been  bap- 
tized by  the  Apostles,  and  the  record  is  positive  that  they  alone 
had  anything  to  do  with  the  matter  ;^  because  there  was  no  place 
about  the  temple  where  it  could  be  done  at  all,  in  the  sudden  and 
hurried  manner  required  ;  and  because  if  there  had  been  such  a 
place,  they  would  not  have  been  allowed  to  put  it  to  any  such  use. 
If  the  events  occurred  in  the  temple  itself,  or  within  its  general 
area,  in  one  of  its  courts  or  porches  ;  then  it  is  certain  there  was 
no  possible  way  of  immersing  three  thousand  persons  off  hand, 
about  the  temple  ;  certain,  also,  that  those  having  the  control 
of  the  temple  and  its  sacred  pools,  would  not  have  allowed  them 
to  be  used  for  any  such  purpose,  even  if  they  had  existed,  and 

'Acts,  ii  poMswL 
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been  eufficient,  and  in  complete  readiness  ;  certain^  alao^  that 
tbo  temper  of  the  Jewish  priests  towards  Cbrist  whom  they  had 
eauwed  to  be  cmcilied  a  little  before,  and  towards  Peter  whom 
they  eauaad  to  be  arrested  a  little  after^  was  the  furthest  po^i* 
Ue  &om  fillowing  to  the  ApostleB,  of  all  men  io  the  world,  indiil- 
gt?D0eB  forbidden  by  their  law  and  their  traditiont.  and  which 
thoee  prii^Bts  €ould  cooBider  as  nothitig  but  a  profane  and  o^ten-^ 
tatioiis  dewecmtion  of  the  temple.     The  narrative  contains  no  in- 
timation that  any  change  of  plan  occurredj  preparatory  to  the 
baptism  ;  but  it  proceeds  exactly  m  if  the  three  thousand  per- 
sons were  baptized  forthwith,  and  where  they  were;  and  it  h 
manifest  that  all  the  proprieties  of  the  case,  iodlcate  the  tempk 
of  Jemsttlem  as  the  very  spot,  where  the  Holy  Ghost  shonld  de- 
scend n]>on  the  infant  Church  of  Christ,  and  where  his  Apostles 
should  inaugurate  that  Church  amidst  juet  such  proofs  of  the 
mighty  power  of  God,  as  attemled  that  fir^t  ChristiaD  baptism. 
But  the  exigencies  of  the  [dace  and  circumstances,  as  well  as  the 
narrowness  of  the  time  beiure  pointed  out,  rendering  one  of  two 
dii^puted  modes  of  bAptism  impossiblej  the  presumption  is  irre- 
sistible that  the  other  mode^  which  was  perfectly  practicable  at 
the  place  and  under  the  circumstances j  was  the  one  adopted.     I 
suppose  it  cannot  be  controverted  that  these  events  took  place 
in  the  temple  :  for  in  immediate  connection  with  the  Btatement 
of  them,  it  is  said  they  continued  daily  with  one  accord  in  the 
temple,'  and  it  is  afterwards  added  that  the  Apostles  ceased  not 
to  teach  and  preach  Jesus  Christ  daily  in  the  temple.*    And 
moreover,  it  is  expressly  stated  that  the  second  great  disconrBe 
of  Peter,  which  be  was  arrested  and  imprisoned  for  preaching, 
and  under  which  many  believed,  and  the  number  of  the  men  was 
increased  to  about  five  thousand  ;'  was  delivered  in  the  temple, 
in  the  porch  that  is  called  Solomon's.^   It  is  significant  that  while 
it  was  said  many  of  them  that  heard  the  word  believed,  there  is 
no  indication  that  any  were  then  baptized  ;  it  being  eventide^ 
and  Peter  and  John  who  had  gone  there  together,  being  put  in 
hold  unto  the  next  day.*    But  even  if  it  were  conceded  that  the 
great  scene  on  Pentecost  did  not  take  place  in  the  temple  ;  or 
if  it  were  conceded  that  although  it  did  take  place  there,  up  to 
the  actual  administration  of  the  Sacrament,  and  then  the  tiiree 

»  Acta,  il  46.  •  Acts,  v.  42.  ■  Aoti^  It.  4. 

<  Acts,  iil  1-11.  8  Acts,  iv.  1-4. 
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thousand  persons  were  led  away  and  immediately  immersed  some- 
where else  ;  neither  admission  can  beget  a  doubt  as  to  the  mode 
of  their  baptism.  We  have  the  means  of  knowing  more  about 
the  city  of  Jerusalem^  in  all  that  bears  upon  the  present  enquiry, 
than  about  any  decayed  city  that  ever  existed.  And  it  may  be 
pronounced  to  be  certain,  that  nowhere  in  that  city,  on  the  even- 
ing of  that  day,  was  it  possible  for  those  three  thousand  persons 
to  have  been  immersed  off  hand  by  the  Apostles,  without  any 
prcYious  expectation  or  preparation  for  the  unparalleled  occasion, 
in  the  space  of  time  left  to  them.  It  could  not  have  been  done 
at  the  pool  of  Bethesda,  which  was  near  the  temple  ;  for  besides 
being  in  the  possession  of  the  priests,  and  being  the  common  re- 
ceptacle of  the  filth  from  the  temple  and  of  the  blood  and  offals 
of  the  sacrifices,  it  was  habitually  without  an  adequate  supply 
of  water  for  immersion,  at  the  season  of  Pentecost.  It  could 
not  have  been  done  at  the  brook  Kidron,  a  turbid  rivulet  whose 
channel  passed  along  the  east  side  of  Jerusalem,  and  was  dry 
except  in  winter.  It  could  not  have  been  at  Biloam,  a  small 
fountain  depressed  in  the  rock,  some  distance  from  the  temple, 
at  the  foot  of  Mount  Moriah  and  Mount  Zion,  and  from  which 
at  some  distance,  a  small  rill  emerged  with  an  inconstant  flow. 
No,  it  was  not  possible.  It  was  by  no  such  spectacle — by  no 
such  wild  and  confused  attempt  to  display  a  burial  in  water  as 
the  sacramental  commemoration  of  the  mighty  power  of  Qt)d, 
that  day  experienced  by  thousands  and  witnessed  by  all  Jerusa- 
lem ;  that  the  Kingdom  of  Messiah  assumed  its  last  and  perfect 
form,  as  a  dispensation  of  the  grace  of  God  unto  salvation. 

(c)  Nature  of  the  Case  itself^  as  divinely  explained.  There 
is  another  aspect  of  the  subject,  which  seems  to  me  to  have  a 
controlling  influence.  The  relation  of  the  Holy  Ghost  to  the  sa- 
craments of  the  New  Testament  Church,  is  as  fundamental  a 
part  of  the  doctrine  of  these  sacraments,  as  the  relation  of  Christ 
himself  to  them.  This  relation  of  the  Spirit  is  more  obvious 
with  regard  to  baptism  than  to  the  Lord's  Supper.  For  the 
Lord's  Supper  being  a  special  sacramental  commemoration  of 
Christ's  propitiatory  sacrifice,  the  relation  of  the  Spirit  to  it  is, 
that  he  uses  it  as  one  of  the  methods  of  applying  to  believers  the 
benefits  of  that  sacrifice.  But  he  does  this  also  with  regard  to 
the  siicrament  of  baptism,  and  the  benefits  signified  and  sealed 
in  it ;  but  does  it  in  such  a  way  as,  in  addition,  to  signify  and 
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idftl  his  own  8[K?cial  work  in  our  iiakntioa  ;  tbb  sacmmctit  Wing- 1 
a  speciftl  wii^Ti  and  fteal  of  tbo  purification  which  ilie  Bpirit  Ijina- 
fself  works  in  nt,  Wboa  the  matter  is  considorcd  In  this  Ughtj  it 
is  amy  t4i  see  why  ati  immersion  ist  represetit**  Imptiiin)  oh  a  himal. 
and  not  a  pnrtfii'ati^.>n.  For  if  wc  allow  water,  thi5  visible  sign 
in  baptism  and  tho  %4siblo  purifier  f*f  all  tliingft  Ri:*uKibkj  to  rej> 
reaent  th<s  wr»rk  of  the  only  purifior  of  all  things  «pirituiiij 
namely  the  IToly  Ght.>st ;  it  m  but  ft  short  step  afterwardR  to  the 
oonclii^ionj  that  the  manner  of  applying  tho  water  should  hjm-  ^ 
boli^i?j  and  not  outrage^  the  manner  of  the  ap]dicati*>n  t»f  the 
Spirit*  The  Lord  Jesus  toak  bread ^  and  broki^  it^  and  mid,  t^kc, 
cat^  thi«  i^  Tiiy  body  which  is  bri»kan  for  you.'  In  Uko  mannt^r, 
thi»  ia  God's  Spirit  poured  out  on  us  ;  and  why  should  wo  rufuse 
to  pour  water,  in  token  thereof,  on  him  that  la  bapti^^df 
Thrniighour.  thirty  years  embraced  in  the  Acts  of  the  Aponiles —  ' 
throughout  all  their  immense  labours— I  believe  it  will  l)e  impos- 
Riblo  to  find  a  mngle  expression  or  act,  suggeative  of  any  concep- 
tion of  the  work  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  justly  reprueented  hy  the 
immersion  of  the  believer  in  water ;  while  the  application  of 
water  to  tlie  believer  justly  represents  the  conception  of  the  work 
of  the  Spiritj  ivhich  the  uniform  language  of  Scripture  su^^geats. 
No  more  decisive  example  of  this  need  be  sought,  than  is  found 
in  the  narrative  of  the  events  of  Pentecost ;  in  which  numerous 
expressions  occur  illustrating  what  I  insist  on.  Thus :  Suddenly 
there  came  a  sound  from  heaven — cloven  tongues  as  of  fire  ap^ 
peared  unto  them  and  scU  upon  them — they  were^ed  with  the 
Holy  Ghost — they  spake  with  other  tongues  as  the  Spirit  gave 
them  utterance — the  whole  was  the  result  of  God's  Spirit  poured 
out  upon  them — which,  by  special  promise  of  the  Father  was 
poured  out  that  day — the  Lord  Jesus  having  received,  that  pro- 
mise had  shed  forth  that  Spirit  which  was  to  be  poured  out  on 
all  flesh — they  were  pricked  in  their  heart — Peter  told  them  they 
might  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost— they  gladly  received 
the  word — and  were  baptized."  All  this  appertains  to  the  narra- 
tive of  the  first  baptism,  after  the  advent  of  the  Spirit.  Is  il 
capable  of  belief  that  the  sacrament  which,  on  the  spot  responded 
to  it  all,  was  so  administered  as  to  conceal,  confuse,  and  contra- 
dict the  conception  constantly  suggested  by  the  narrative  ;  when 
it  might  be  so  administered  as  to  conform  to  it,  illustrate  it,  and 
*  1  Cor.,  xL  23,  24.  «  Acta,  IL  passim. 
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enforce  it  I  That  a  sacrament  with  water,  after  all  this,  did  not 
mean  purification,  but  did  mean  burial  ?  That  it  did  neither 
signify  nor  seal  the  outpouring  of  the  Spirit,  then  operating  gra- 
ciously in  the  hearts  of  thousands,  and  miraculously  before  the 
eyes  of  thousands  besides,  and  therefore  water  must  not  be  ap- 
plied to  men  ;  but  did  signify  and  seal  the  burial  of  the  body  of 
Jesus,  and  therefore  men  must  be  immersed  in  water  ?  Upon  a 
careful  consideration  of  this  immense  and  decisive  example,  I  do 
not  see  a  single  circumstance  compatible  with  the  notion  that 
these  three  thousand  persons  were  immersed  by  the  Apostles ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  it  does  appear  to  me  to  be  certain  that  they 
were  baptized  by  affusion — that  is  by  sprinkling  or  pouring  water 
upon  them.  Btill  however,  I  repeat,  that  I  consider  the  perver- 
sion of  the  sacrament  from  its  true  nature  and  end,  and  the 
schism  wrought  in  the  Church  of  Christ  in  support  of  that  per- 
version, far  graver  evils  than  a  simple  error  as  to  the  mode  of 
using  the  sacramental  element.  For  an  error  as  to  the  mode  does 
not  necessarily  annul  the  sacrament  itself,  nor  necessarily  produce 
schism.  But  schism  is  sinfulof  itself ;  and  the  perversion  of  the 
sacraments  in  their  absolute  nature,  attacks  the  essence  of  faith, 
and  the  life  of  the  Church. 

8.  Next  in  importance  to  the  great  example  which  I  have 
considered,  is  the  baptism  of  the  company  of  Gentiles  in  the  city 
of  Caesarea  ;  concerning  which  the  Scriptures  give  so  full  an  ac- 
count. By  it,  the  right  of  the  Gentile  world  to  share  in  the  life 
and  immortality  brought  to  light  by  the  Gospel,  was  miracu- 
lously established,  and  openly  sealed.  By  the  events  of  Pente- 
cost the  Gospel  Church  is  fully  endowed  with  the  Holy  Ghost — 
and  commences  her  sublime  course.  By  the  events  at  CaBsarea, 
eight  years  afterwards,  she  enters  upon  the  greatness  of  her 
work,  and  is  forcedto  understand  that  God  manifest  in  the  flesh  is 
to  be  preached  unto  the  Gentiles,  and  believed  on  throughout  the 
world.'  Ye  shall  be  witnesses  unto  me,  said  the  Saviour  to  the 
Apostles,  both  in  Jerusalem,  and  in  all  Judea,  and  in  Samaria, 
and  unto  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth.'  And  now  they  had 
borne  their  testimony  to  Jerusalem,  and  Judea,  and  Samaria  ;' 
and  the  time  had  come  to  commence  the  world  work.  We 
have  seen  the  majestic  figure  of  Peter  in  the  very  front  of  the 
great  scene  when   the  kingdom  of  heaven  was  opened  to  tiie 

•  1  Tim,  iii.  16.  •  Acta.  L  8.  '  »  Acta.  ix.  31. 
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Jewn  ;  and  dow  we  see  bim  choseti  of  Cbmt,  accordiQg  to  bii 
vonderfVil  promise  to  him/  to  opeii  the  Kingdom  to  tlie  Geotile 
workL  So  P<)ter  understood  it;  and  none  coiJd  gain  say  it.  For 
when  ho  recounted  what  he  liad  done^  tht*y  of  the  circutuciaiieii 
held  their  peace,  and  glorified  God,  eaying.  Then  hath  God  aln^ 
to  the  Gentiles  ^nnteci  mpentaDCe  unto  life,*  In  the  anltidVV 
yean*  which  had  intervened^  and  during  which  such  woDderfal 
rBsnIti  had  followed  the  labours  of  the  early  Christians ;  eo  fur 
was  this  great  Apostle  from  lofting  the  impression  of  the  events 
of  Pentecostj  that  the  very  declartition  of  the  Saviour  whtdi 
filled  his  iniiiil  that  day,  and  which  he  expounded  to  the  Jem 
who  crowded  the  temple,  filled  \m  mind  agiiin  a^  ho  »i<xKl  in  tbt 
pakce  of  the  Roman  eoldier  at  Caafiarea^  and  expounded  to  the 
Gentile  multitude  the  doctrine  of  Jesus  of  Na^rcth.  I  rem  era* 
bered,  miid  lie,  the  word  of  the  Lord  how  be  said,  Jobu  indeed 
buptiztHl  with  water,  but  ye  shall  l^  baptized  with  the  Holy 
Ohimt.*  God  had  uhown  both  to  him  and  Cornelius,  that  the 
wliolo  matter  wasi  of  hi^  own  divine  ordination  ;  and  aa  Peter 
tittered  the  words  of  ctcmnl  life,  the  Holy  Ghost  fell  on  the  Gen- 
tiles as  he  had  fallen  on  the  Jews,  and  the  same  mimeulona  giAs 
were  bestowed  upon  them*  Well  might  Peter  demand  of  thcs«e 
brethren  of  the  circumcision^  who  afterwards  contended  with  him, 
Forasmuch  then  aa  Got!  gave  them  the  like  gifts  as  he  did  unto 
us,  who  believed  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Chriiit,  what  was  I,  that  I 
cotild  withstand  God  ?*  He  commanded  them  to  be  baptized  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord*'  And  now  I  will  gather  from  this  great 
example,  the  matter  and  manner  of  the  baptism* 

4.  (a)  Matters  common  to  the  Baptism  on  Pentecosi^  and  tiUd 
cU  Ccesarea,  •  There  is  so  much  that  is  common  to  the  two  ear- 
liest Apostolic  administrations  of  Jewish  and  GeotQe  bap- 
tism in  the  Christian  Church,  that  much  of  what  I  hare  said 
concerning  that,  applies  with  equal  force  to  this.  There  are  two 
inspired  accounts  of  this  baptism  in  CsBsaroa :  one  written  by 
Luke,  the  other  given  in  the  words  of  Peter  himself;'  and  a 
third,  but  brief  statement  of  the  case  by  that  Apostle,  when  the 
memorable  decision  concerning  Gentile  circumcision  was  reo- 
dered.'    Not  only  are  the  operations  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  the 

*Matt,  XYL19.  'Act8,xll8.  *  Acta^  xL  16 ;  iL  S3 ;  L  S. 
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reality  and  nature  of  his  gifts  continually  insisted  on  ;  but  the 
manner  also — his  being  given  to  us,  poured  out  on  us,  his  de- 
scending on  us,  filling  us — is  constantly  stated.  And  throughout 
this  transaction,  the  connection  between  the  work  of  the  Spirit 
and  the  sacrament  of  baptism,  and  between  the  nature  of  the 
application  of  the  one  inwardly  and  the  other  outwardly  to  us  ; 
is  as  clearly  stated  and  sustained,  as  I  have  shown  it  is  in  the  ac- 
oonnt  of  the  events  of  Pentecost.  In  this  case  as  in  the  previ- 
ous one,  the  idea  that  baptism  is  a  sacramental  representation  of 
the  burial  of  Jesus,  and  must  be  administered  by  burying  us  in 
water,  is  wholly  destitute  of  any  support.  This  case,  therefore, 
like  the  other,  presents  two  conclusive  lines  of  proof;  one  negap- 
tive,  showing  the  total  absence  of  everything  suggestive  of,  or 
consistent  with,  that  conception  of  this  sacrament  and  its  nature 
and  end,  which  immersion  exacts ;  the  other  positive,  showing 
the  existence  of  everything  suggestive  of,  and  consistent  with,  that 
conception  of  it  which  requires  it  to  be  administered  toith  water 
and  not  into  water.  That  is,  upon  any  principle  of  symbolism 
immersion  is  necessarily  confuted ;  because  it  is  neither  a  symbol 
of  any  known  sacrament,  nor  of  any  known  act  of  God,  or  grace 
in  man.  But  the  correspondence  between  the  symbol  and  the 
thing  sacramentally  symbolized,  is  assumed  as  indispensable, 
when  our  immersion  is  declared  to  be  symbolical  of  the  burial 
of  Jesus.  Therefore,  baptism  being  symbolical,  it  is  impossible 
that  immersion  can  be  the  mode.  On  the  other  hand,  to  purify 
men  is  the  work  of  Qtxl,  and  to  be  pure  is  a  grace  in  roan  ;  and 
the  purifying  Spirit  is  poured  out — and  the  application  of  puri- 
fying water  to  us,  is  a  sacramental  symbol.  And  this  is  the  doc- 
trine of  the  first  Gentile,  as  well  as  of  the  first  Jewish  baptism 
by  the  Apostles  of  the  Lord. 

(b)  Circumstances  peculiar  to  this  Example.  As  in  the  pre- 
ceding case  there  were  many  circumstances,  some  of  which  have 
been  considered,  which  were  decisive  of  the  nature  of  the  sacra- 
ment and  of  the  nature  of  its  administration ;  so  in  this  case, 
besides  those  circumstances  common  to  it  and  the  previous  ex- 
ample, there  are  others  peculiar  to  it,  which  throw  much  light 
on  the  principles  and  acts  involved  in  it.  Of  all  the  baptisms 
administered  by  the  Apostles,  this  one  alone  seems  to  have  been 
attended  with  great  previous  deliberation,  to  have  been  adminis- 
tered under  controlling  divine  guidance  against  the  previous  scru- 
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pies  and  strotig  pers^^tial  convictions  of  the  ApOBtle,  to  have  been 
»eriou«<!y  calletj  in  question  after  it  wiii  celebrat**d,  and  to  btve 
hecB  nitified  lifter  ddiberale  coDsideration.  Indeed  the  prmd* 
pie  on  which  it  rt'ftle<l  accord i tig  to  the  deciiion  of  the  Apoitlen  aod 
Elders,  hj  ite  working  finally  fiubrcrted  all  that  was  teroponiy 
and  fiiK^cial  in  the  nUgions  iDgtitntions  of  M**8e«.*  CarD€lii]fl|  A 
Roman  centurion  doing  niilitarj*  duty  at  Cajaarca^  at  that  lii»e 
the  civil  inetrop>Ii8  of  PaleBtine,  a  devout  man  and  one  thmt 
feared  Gbd  with  all  hie  hoiifii%  generous  in  alma  and  conitaot  la 
prayer ;  having  been  ingtrocted  in  a  vi^on  by  an  An^!  of  God, 
6cnt  a  devout  soldier  and  two  household  ^enrant^  to  Joppa, 
a  tnesBage  to  Siomn  Peter^  thut  (^od  required  him  to  come  aQA 
tell  him  words  whereby  he  and  all  his  houso  should  be  \ 
The  df\y  following  the  vision  of  Cornelius  at  Ciesiirea.,  PettT 
a  vision  still  more  reniarkable  at  .lopjja,  the  import  of  wliieh  he 
did  not  then  understand  ;  but  the  great  itud  geuenil  scnao  rf 
which  God  himself  exphiined  to  he^  that  what  lie  has  elfant^l 
is  nf>  loii^^er  common  or  nocleao.  While  hi^  still  meditated  on 
the  ?ision,  the  messengers  of  Gorneliiis  had  arriredj  and  fottnd  the 
house  of  Simon  the  Tanner^  and  asked  for  Peter ;  and  the  Spirit 
bad  told  Peter  that  the  men  were  there  and  that  he  bad  sent 
them,  and  bade  him  go  with  them,  nothing  doubting.  Instmcted 
by  the  messengers  from  Cornelius  concerning  him,  and  concern- 
ing the  vision  he  had,  pondering  the  vision  he  himself  had,  acting 
under  the  immediate  command  of  the  Spirit ;  he  went  to  Joppa 
expressly  to  teach  the  Gentiles  the  way  of  salvation  through  JeeuB 
Christ.  Accompanied  by  six  brethren  of  the  circumcision  from 
Joppa,  and  the  three  messengers  of  Cornelius,  Peter  journeyed  to 
Caesarea  during  the  two  following  days  ;  ample  time  and  oppoi^ 
tunity  being  thus  aflForded  him,  for  conference  with  God,  with  his 
own  80ul.  with  his  brethren  of  the  circumcision,  and  with  the  de- 
vout Gentiles  of  their  company,  touching  the  wonders  of  divine 
love  and  mercy,  which  none  of  them  could  doubt,  were  to  be  dis- 
closed. Entering  Ca38arca  on  the  second  day,  he  found  at  the 
house  of  Cornelius,  beside  his  otu  household,  his  kinsmen  and 
his  near  friends  ;  a  multitude  of  Gentiles  gathered  by  the  Gen- 
tile soldier  to  meet  Peter,  and  now  awaiting  him  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  fourth  day  after  the  vision  of  Cornelius,  and  of  the 
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third  day  after  the  vision  of  Peter.*  Whatever,  therefore, 
Peter  may  have  said  and  done  in  the  matter  of  this  baptism, 
was  in  a  very  peculiar  manner,  with  the  divine  approbation. 
Moreover,  there  was  no  possibility  of  his  doing  anything  by  sur- 
prise ;  for  he  had  ample  and  repeated  warnings  both  of  God  and 
loan,  of  the  nature  of  the  service  that  lay  before  him.  Nor  yet 
of  his  doing  anything,  the  manner  of  which  would  be  unusual  or 
amiss  ;  for  it  was  eight  years  since  Pentecost — ^years  to  him  full 
of  labour  and  full  of  fruit  in  the  whole  work  of  an  Apostle.  In 
whatever  way,  therefore,  he  baptized  all  them  who  heard  the  word 
io  the  palace  of  Cornelius,  that  undoubtedly  is  the  way  in  which 
he  and  bis  brethren  had  baptized  the  converted  Jews  on  the  day 
of  Pentecost — and  had  baptized  every  penitent  believer  in  Jesus, 
in.  Jerusalem,  in  all  Judea,  and  in  Samaria ;  and  that  beyond 
question,  is  the  way  in  which  every  Gentile  convert  in  all  nations, 
and  through  all  ages,  ought  to  be  baptized. 

(c)  Its  actual  Administration,  Peter  said,  at  once,  to  the 
Q^ntiles  who  awailed  him.  Ye  know  that  what  I  have  done  is 
unlawful  to  me — ^for  I  am  a  Jew  and  ye  are  Gentiles.  But  I 
have  done  it  because  God  hath  showed  me  that  I  should  not  call 
any  man  common  or  unclean.  For  what  intent,  therefore,  have 
ye  sent  for  me  ?  Cornelius  recouuted  his  vision,  and  what  he 
had  done  in  consequence  of  it ;  and  telling  Peter  he  had  done 
well  in  obeying  God,  added  solemnly,  Now  therefore  are  we  all 
here  present  before  God,  to  hear  all  things  that  are  conmianded 
thee  of  Gk>d.  As  Peter  began  to  speak,  the  Holy  Ghost  fell  on 
all  them  that  heard  the  word.  He  saw,  and  confessed,  that  God 
18  no  respecter  of  persons  ;  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord  of  all.  He 
preached  Jesus  to  them — his  word— his  sacrifice— his  resurrec- 
tion— remission  of  sins  through  him — eternal  judgment  by  him. 
In  two  respects  the  work  was  more  remarkable  than  even  that 
at  Pentecost ;  ibr  here  the  Holy  Ghost  fell  on  all  who  heard  the 
word,  and  his  miraculous  gifts  were  manifest  in  them  before  they 
were  baptized.  All  the  glory,  all  the  {)ower  of  Pentecost,  nay 
the  very  emotions  and  the  very  Scriptures  came  back  to  the 
illustrious  man.  Then  remembered  I,  says  he,  the  word  of  the 
Lord,  how  he  said,  John  indeed  baptized  with  water ;  but  ye  shall 
be  baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghost.  And  his  humble  and  be- 
lieving conclusion  was.  What  was  I,  that  I  should  withstand 
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Qod  P  And  bis  ope  a  demand  was,  Gaa  any  m&e  Ibrbid  tiater^ 
that  these  ebould  be  baptked,  which  have  roceivcd  tbc  Holjr 
Ghost  as  well  as  we  ?  No  man  dared  to  forbid  water.  And  he 
commanded  them  to  be  baptised  in  the  oiime  of  the  Lord/  Such 
is  the  narrati^'e.  This  company  of  Gentiles,  these  friendt^,  kio* 
dred,  anil  household  of  a  Boman  military  officer,  gathered  in  hit 
palace  to  hear  the  Gospel,  are  conrerted  to  God  and  ought  to  be 
bnjjtized.  Has  any  one  authority  to  forbid  it  ?  What  siiys  the 
centurion  ?  What  say  the  high  Roman  dignitaries^  his  frieodi 
and  kinsmen  there  present  ?  What  say  the  astonished  Jewish 
brethren  from  Joppa  ?  No  one— ^  sin^^le  word  1  Then  let  them 
be  baptized^is  the  command  of  the  Apostle.  Is  there  aoj  mg~ 
geBtion  to  leave  the  room  they  occupied  P  I^  there  any  saggoj 
tion  about  a  pool,  bath,  pond^  river,  or  anything  of  the  sort  ? 
There  must  be  water ^  for  without  it  there  can  be  no  baptism  : 
but  is  there  the  slightest  hint  that  there  must  be  water  enough 
to  immerse  them,  else  they  cannot  be  baptized  p  Is  there  aoy 
hesitation,  any  delay,  any  confusion,  by  reason  of  a  sudden  and 
unforeseen  demand  on  Cornelius  for  a  laiige  and  deep  body  of 
water  ; — or  does  not  the  irresistible  impression  of  the  scene  in- 
dicate a  demand  for  a  small  portion  of  water^  for  instant  use  ? 
Is  there  any  intiraation  of  any  spectaclej  any  procession  through 
the  streets  of  Caesarea,  the  Boman  centurioQ  with  his  near 
friends,  his  kindred,  his  devout  soldiers,  and  his  dom^iic  aer» 
vants,  led  by  Peter  and  six  Jews  from  Joppa  to  a  pabUo  immsr* 
sion — all  speaking  strange  tongues,  and  all  Ceesarea  filled  with 
wonder  P  Nothing  of  the  sort:  nothing  that  can  be  tortured 
into  correspondence  with  any  such  ideas.  They  are  the  growth 
of  other  ages — the  product  of  a  state  of  mind  far  different  (pm 
that  of  the  Apostles  of  the  Lord.  However  great,  perhaps  unex- 
pected, may  be  the  issue  of  this  Gentile  baptism,  it  is  piaioly  ths 
will  of  God  that  it  should  be  celebrated  ;  and  it  is  done.  Dons 
there — then  ;  toith  water,  not  irUo  it ;  not  as  a  sacramental  burial^ 
but  as  a  sacramental  purification,  commemorating  the  blood  cf 
Jesus  sprinkled  upon  our  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghost  Done  as  H 
was  in  the  recorded  case  of  an  Apostle,  even  the  great  Aposile 
of  the  Gentiles,  when  Ananias  went  to  him  at  the  house  <^  Jn* 
das,  in  Damascus,  and  put  his  hands  on  him  and  said,  Brothei 
Saul,  the  Lord,  even  Jesus,  that  api)eared  to  thee  in  the  way  ai 

«  Acta,  X.  28-48;  xl  12-17;  rv.  t-11. 


CBAF.  XXIX.]  8ACBAMEKT    OF    BAPTISM.  691 

thou  earnest,  hath  sent  me,  that  thon  mightest  receive  thy  sight, 
and  be  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost.  And  immediately  there  fell 
from  his  eyes  as  it  had  been  scales  ;  and  he  received  his  sight 
forthwith  and  arose  and  was  baptissed.^'  Done  as  it  was  in  the  case 
of  the  Ethiopian  Eunuch,  with  whom  Philip  riding  through  the 
desert  between  Jerusalem  and  Gaza,  came  to  some  water  (em  n 
Mftip)  ;  and  when  both  of  them  had  gone  down  from  the  chariot 
to  the  water,  Philip  baptized  him  on  the  wayside  ;  and  the 
Ennnch,  no  notice  being  taken  of  his  condition  after  his  supposed 
imrnersion,  went  on  his  way  rejoicing."  Done  as  it  was  at  Phil- 
ippi,  when  Paul  and  Silas  were  beaten  and  imprisoned  for  casting 
out  a  devil ;  and  at  midnight  they  prayed  and  sang  praises  unto 
God,  and  a  great  earthquake  shook  the  foundations  of  the  prison, 
and  its  doors  were  burst  open,  and  every  one's  bands  were  loosed, 
and  the  keeper  of  the  prison  seeing  how  things  were,  would  have 
kflled  himself ;  but  Paul  saved  his  life  and  then  sought  to  save 
bis  soul  and  the  souls  of  all  his  house,  through  the  blood  of  Jesus 
Christ  preached  unto  them.  In  whom  believing,  he  and  all  his 
were  baptized  stmightway ;  baptized,  that  is,  in  the  prison,  after 
midnight  and  before  it  was  day.'  Surely  a  wondrous  night  scene 
in  a  Boman  prison,  attending  the  first  planting  of  the  Gospel 
Church  in  the  land  of  Japhet,  eighteen  centuries  ago.^ 

6.  We  have,  then,  examples  of  various  kinds ;  and  I  have 
considered,  more  or  less  carefully,  the  conspicuous  examples 
under  each  kind.  The  period  embraced  is,  probably,  more  than 
twenty  years  ;  those  eventful  years  which  followed  the  complete 
unction  of  the  Apostles,  the  sublime  proof  of  the  glorification 
of  Jesus,  and  of  the  commencement  of  the  Dispensation  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.  The  great  example  of  Pentecost,  and  the  great  ex- 
ample of  CsBsarea,  one  inaugurating  the  Gos[>el  Church,  the 
other  making  it  palpable  that  God  had  granted  unto  the  Gentiles 
repentance  unto  life,  have  been  gone  over  with  much  particu- 
larity ;  for  when  these  two  examples  are  thoroughly  considered, 
all  that  belongs  to  baptism  must  respect  what  they  determine. 
I  have  added,  very  briefly,  the  remarkable  case  of  household 

♦  Kvfp'kerlttTe  "irapaxpfifia  km  avaora^  e^aimaBe.  This  Greek  is  even  more  deci- 
sive than  our  English  yersion  of  it»  that  Paul  was  baptized  in  tlie  place  where  he  roee 
a|^  and  that  ho  rose  up  to  be  baptized.  Standing  up  to  be  baptized,  like  Paul,  is  tlio 
common  mode  oi'  baptism. 

>  Acts,  Ix.  17,  18.  «  Acts,  viii.  26-38. 
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baptism  by  Paul  and  Silas  at  Philippi  j  and,  also  briefly,  two 
conspicuous  casea  of  Btnctly  private  baptimu,  tbat^  Damelj^  of 
Paul  by  Ananias  J  and  that  of  the  Ethiopian  EuDuch  by  Philip* 
Peter  most  couspicuouslyj  after  him  Paulj  but  in  the  wide  sweep 
of  thg  period  and  cventSj  all  the  Apostles  and  the  whole  ChuFch 
of  Chmt  in  its  origin  and  during  its  finst  age,  stand  before  oi 
After  so  many  centuries  and  amidst  so  great  confliet  of  bumaa 
opinion^  theae  all  recall  us  to  the  simplo  and  indtaputable  fact* 
of  the  inspired  record.  They  all  demand  of  us  the  ^sercise  of 
our  best  judgment  and  our  spiritual  insight^  and  afterwards  our 
honest  and  enlightened  verdict^  according  to  the  law  and  iha 
testimony  ;  for  if  we  apeak  not  according  to  this  word^  God  has 
told  usj  It  is  because  there  is  no  light  in  us/  For  my  part^  I 
Dever  gave  a  verdict  of  this  kind,  after  more  careful  examin&tioiif 
or  with  deeper  convictioo  of  its  truth.  It  Beems  beyond  doubt 
that  the  Scrip turies  do  teach  that  Baptism  with  water,  in  llwj 
niime  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  u 
m  permanent  sacrament  of  the  Christian  Church*  wherein  tho 
ingraftiug  of  the  believer  into  Christ,  his  purifieatiou  by  th^ 
Holy  Ghost,  and  the  pardon  of  his  sins,  are  signified  and  wealed 
to  all  who  worthily  receive  it  ;  that  it  is  the  undeniable  right  of 
the  infant  seed  of  believers  to  have  this  sacrament  administered 
to  them,  and  the  sacred  duty  of  believing  parents  to  have  it 
done  ;  that  while  any  endurable  mistake  in  the  mode  of  admin- 
istering this  sacrament  does  not  nullify  the  ordinance,  the  only 
true  mode  of  administration  is  that  intended  by  Christ,  practitsed 
by  his  Apostles,  and  recorded  in  the  sacred  Scriptures,  which  is 
by  a  minister  of  the  word,  applying  the  water  to  the  subject,  by 
pouring  or  sprinkling  it  on  him  :  and,  finally,  that  true  baptism 
being  once  administered,  must  not  be  repeated  under  any  cir- 
cumstances whatever.  On  the  other  hand,  I  find  nothing  in  the 
Scriptures  to  warrant  the  assertion  that  there  is  any  sacramental 
commemoration  by  the  mode  of  baptism  of  the  burial  of  the 
body  of  Jesus,  nothing  to  warrant  the  practice  of  immersion  in 
the  administration  of  baptism,  nothing  to  warrant  the  refusal  of 
baptism  to  the  infant  seed  of  believers,  nothing  to  warrant  the 
addition  of  any  ceremonies,  any  adjuncts,  any  powers,  any  prin- 
ciples, by  any  authority  under  heaven,  to  this  sacrament  As 
held  forth  in  the  Scriptures,  and  as  practised  by  the  Apostles, 

*  Isaiah,  viil  20. 
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the  sacrament  of  Baptism  is  a  most  simple,  complete,  spiritual, 
and  glorious  ordinance  of  God  ;  and  whenever  the  followers  of 
Christ  content  themselves  with  it  as  he  instituted  it,  and  his 
Apostles  understood  and  practised  it,  they  find  that  it  is  still, 
both  a  divine  sign  of  God's  eternal  Covenant  of  Grace,  and  a 
divine  seal  of  its  great  and  precious  promises. 
▼OL.  n.  38 


h  Kflotkm  of  tliD  Socmmont  of  the  Body  aod  Blood  dt  Chmt  to  tk?  oi<om  i 
SicmiBeot  of  the  Pasiiovi.T.^2.  Divine  accoput  of  itt  Iinslimtlofi  by  Clindt* — 
3,  It^  Gaaeml  Naturo  mid  oftiinary  Uao^,  tm  taoght  in  llie  fckiripliirBfl,— i*  llaitcr 
aud  EleiTi^nU  of  this  Su^^ramcmt  \  what  it  BignMea,  And  of  wlitit  it  is  a  Seal — 
11.  1.  Th(3hhxi*}  of  ttio  Ni>w  Tefltairifut. — ^^*  Tb©  Brokea  lk«!y  <jf  Chrfet--^,  Tim 
Body  and  Bkod  of  Cliriiit  f^ireti  for  tis  o»  the  Cron^  and  micramenULUj  gir^si  to 
UJi,*-*4.  The  Crjp  tlKj  Cotiimunioti  of  ihe  Blood,  And  Ibe  Bmid  the  Comnimuoi!  of 
the  Body  of  ChrkU — 5.  Tlie  sctigc  In  whieli  tho  Breid  k  th©  Body  of  Chrisi,  uid 
tho  Cup  IB  the  blood  of  Chfbt.— 0,  Efl3c?iU.'y  of  the  B&cly  aud  Blood  of  t'Jjiisl  ia 
our  8<M3^iiiriiUil  Nourlalmicat, — ^1.  Rehitioo  of  Ihi^  Sttcrametit  to  tbo  WorsJuf^ 
th©  Word,  a»d  tUo  i^pirit  of  God. — 9»  Ueiation  of  %hm  tsmimmX  showin?  of  ^ 
Lrd'a  Dcatli^  to  hb  Second  Coming. — IJI-  L  Strict  Rolation  of  Christ 'a 
moiital  ftctioo  jmd  Word,  to  the  Naturo  and  De^finUion  of  thia  Ordiuftnoe. — 2.  R©« 
lutiou  of  tlu^  Sacraraeixt  to  the  whole  QuoatioQ  of  the  Church. 


I. — 1.  How  great  was  the  honour  put  on  the  Jewish  dispensa- 
tion, that  the  Son  of  God  scrupulously  observed  every  ordinance 
of  it !  Not  only  did  he  obey  the  whole  law  of  commandments 
contained  in  ordinances  peculiar  to  it ;  but  he  respected  the  man- 
ner of  use  required  by  it,  of  those  institutions  more  ancient  and 
permanent  than  itself,  upon  which  it  had  been  ingrafted,  and 
which  it  had  in  some  degree  modified.  He  did  not  come  to  destroy 
but  to  fulfil,  the  law  and  the  prophets.  And  his  sermon  on  the 
mount  is,  to  a  great  extent,  a  development  of  this  great  and  per- 
vading truth  in  its  application  not  only  to  the  Mosaic  Institutions, 
but  to  the  whole  compass  of  prophecy,  to  the  true  nature  of  the 
moral  law.  to  all  the  duties  of  life,  and  to  the  way  of  salvation  and 
the  pursuit  thereof  by  men.  Thus  it  was  in  connection  with  his  last 
celebration  of  the  great  annual  sacrament  of  the  Passover,  that  he 
instituted  the  Gospel  Sacrament  of  his  own  broken  body  and  shed 
blood.  By  means  of  that  seal  of  God's  special  covenant  with  them— 
the  heirs  of  promise,  during  the  Mosaic  dispensation  of  the  Cov- 
enant of  Grace,  and  back  into  the  closing  years  of  the  Patriarchal 
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dispensation  of  it,  had  kept  alive  the  remembrance  of  their  bond- 
age in  Egypt  and  their  miraculous  deliverance  from  it ;  and  had 
kept  alive  also  the  sense  of  their  bondage  under  sin,  of  which  their 
bondage  in  Egypt  was  so  sharp  a  type,  and  of  their  everlasting 
deliverance  through  the  Lamb  of  God  who  taketh  away  the  sin 
of  the  world,  to  whom  every  paschal  lamb  slain  during  so  many 
centuries  had  continually  directed  their  faith.*  It  is  Christ  our 
passover  sacrificed  for  us, — the  Lamb  slain  from  the  foundation 
of  the  world,  by  whose  blood  not  only  all  the  first  born  who  were 
saved  alive  in  Egypt,  but  every  one  of  the  first  born  whose  names 
are  written  in  heaven,  have  been  redeemed.*  And  so  from  year 
to  year  through  all  generations,  they  kept  their  feast  of  unleavened 
bread,  and  ate  by  households  with  bitter  herbs,  the  lamb  slain 
by  the  whole  assembly  of  the  congregation  of  Israel.  And  so 
Christ  with  his  Ay>ostles,  his  immediate  attendants,  ate  the  pass- 
over  the  night  before  his  crucifixion.  And  when  the  supper  was 
ended,  and  Judas  had  been  exposed  and  had  departed  to  betray 
him,  he  instituted  that  sacrament  in  bread  and  wine  which  super- 
seded the  ancient  sacrament ;  commencing  where  it  closed,  by 
the  same  authority  which  had  created  and  sustained  it  for  so 
many  centuries.  Thus  it  has  continued  to  the  present  hour — 
according  to  his  command.  The  Gospel  Church  by  its  congre- 
gations, by  that  organic  manifestation  which  is  elemental  to  its 
form  of  the  Church  visible  on  earth — does  and  has  always  done, 
essentially  what  the  ancient  Church  by  its  families  had  done  year 
by  year  from  the  night  before  its  departure  out  of  Egypt.  And 
80  it  will  do — attesting  on  one  side  the  sacrifice,  the  faithfulness, 
and  the  second  coming  of  the  Lord — and  on  the  other  the  ruin 
and  the  redemption  of  fallen  man,  till  the  Son  of  man  shall 
come.*  The  diflFerence  lies  in  this,  that  the  ancient  sacrament 
preceded  the  incarnation  of  the  Son  of  God,  while  the  present 
sacrament  is  immediately  connected  with  his  crucifixion.  The 
substance,  namely  Christ  and  redemption  through  his  sacrifice,  is 
the  same  ;  the  form  is  changed  to  make  its  correspondence  com- 
plete with  the  state  of  grace  and  truth  under  the  Gospel  Dispen- 
sation. 

2.  There  are  three  detailed  accounts  preserved  of  what  oc- 

»  John,  I  29 ;  Rev.,  y.  6-9 ;  Exod..  xiL  passim. 

•  1  Cor.,  V.7  ;  Heb.,  xil  23;  Exod.,  xii.  12,  13;  Rev.,  xiii.  8. 

♦  John,  xiv.  3 ;  xxl  22;  Acta,  i  11;  iii.  19-21;   1  Cor.,  iv.  5;   xv.  25,  26. 
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curred  at  the  institution  of  this  sacrameot,  aod  of  the  circtim* 
stHnces  immediately  coooectod  with  it ;  one  by  the  A|K>stk 
Mnttbew^  the  other  two  by  the  Evangelkti  Mark  and  Ltike/  To 
theae  the  Apostle  Paul  has  added  a  diBtioct  but  condensed  ^tate^ 
nient  of  what  Chmt  said  and  did  cooeoming  the  Bacrament  when 
he  instituted  it^  with  which  he  has  c<iiine€tod  the  comin^ind*  of 
the  Lord  to  him  concerning  the  j* roper  celebmtion  of  it,*  Tbe 
A|)Of<tle  John  J  whose  Gospel  was  written  long  aft  er  wards  j  derotei 
his  tiarmtive  of  what  occurred  at  tho  Last  Supper,  chiefly  to 
cireumntaiicei  which  had  been  omitted  or  only  partially  stated  Id 
the  previous  accounts.  He  occupies  five  chap  ten  of  tbe  twenty- 
one  which  compose  his  Gospel,  with  the  acta  and  the  teachings  of 
Jesus,  during  the  few  hours  which  elapsed  from  the  ending  of  the 
puschal  supper,  to  his  going  forth  with  hia  disciple?  over  tlie 
hfook  Cedron  to  the  garden  of  Gethsemane' — where  he  endured 
Ins  agony— was  arrested  during  the  night— crucified  the  day  fol- 
lowing, and  already  dead  hy  the  middle  of  the  aftemooo.  In  a 
very  peculiar  manner  John  has  preserved  the  mind  of  tbe  Lord 
concerniDg  this  wonderful  ordinance ;  for  besides  what  hm  jmt 
been  intimated,  the  full  and  clear  account  of  the  relation  be- 
tween our  inward  spiritual  life,  and  our  particijmtion  of  the  body 
and  blood  of  Christ,  is  preserved  by  him  in  the  words  of  Christ 
in  an  earlier  chapter  of  his  Gospels  Besides  these  numerous 
and  explicit  statements,  the  Old  Testament  Scriptures  teach 
nothing  more  clearly  than  the  whole  nature,  and  use  of  the  Pass- 
over ;  and  the  allusions  of  the  New  Testament  Scriptures  to  the 
nature  and  use  of  the  Lord's  Supper  are  constant.  It  may  be 
justly  asserted,  therefore,  that  nothing  but  voluntary  ignorance, 
the  seductions  of  false  teachers,  and  the  delusions  of  the  DevQ, 
can  prevent  any  one  who  hfis  the  word  of  God  in  his  hands,  from 
knowing  all  that  is  needful  for  us  to  know  concerning  this  solemn^ 
aflFecting,  and  powerful  ordinance  of  God.  Of  this  let  all  judge 
from  the  following  divine  statement  of  the  institution  of  this  sa- 
crament, which  is  one  of  the  four  to  which  I  have  alluded  :  For 
I  have  received  of  the  Lord  that  which  I  have  delivered  unto 
you.  That  the  Lord  Jesus,  the  same  night  in  which  he  was  be* 
trayed,  took  bread  :  and  when  he  had  given  thanks  he  brake  it, 
and  said.  Take,  eat :  this  is  my  body,  which  is  broken  for  you : 

'  Matt,  xxvi.  1-35 ;  Mark,  xiv.  1-26 ;  Luke,  xxil  1-38.  •  1  Cor.,  xl  20-34. 

»  John,  xiiL— xviiL  <  John,  vl  26-71. 
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this  do  in  remembrance  of  me.  After  the  same  manner  also  be 
took  the  cupy  when  he  had  supped,  saying,  This  cup  is  the  New 
Testament  in  my  blood  :  this  do  ye,  as  oft  as  ye  drink  it,  in  re- 
membrance of  me.  For  as  often  as  ye  eat  this  bread  and  drink 
this  cup,  ye  do  show  the  Lord's  death,  till  he  come.* 

8.  From  the  great  and  precious  mnss  of  divine  instruction 
distributed  throughout  the  word  of  God,  and  most  especially 
throughout  th«)  New  Testament  Scri])tures,  I  will  endeavour  to 
collect  into  a  connected  statement,  as  brief  as  possible,  the  mat- 
ters which  are  taught  us  by  the  Lord  and  which  appertain  to  his 
people,  concerning  the  nature  and  use  of  this  sacrament  As  I 
have  already  shown,  it  was  instituted  by  Christ  himself,  in  imme- 
diate connection  with  the  last  passover  he  celebrated,  and  in  place 
of  it,  as  one  of  the  two  sacraments  of  his  Church  ;  the  other,  as 
I  have  shown,  being  instituted  by  him  after  his  resurrection,  m 
the  place  of  circumcision.  This,  instituted  the  night  before  his 
crucifixion,  had  immediate  relation  to  it,  and  to  the  benefits 
which  would  result  from  it  to  his  disciples  :  just  as  the  other, 
instituted  immediately  before  his  ascent  finally  into  heaven,  had 
immediate  relation  to  the  benefits  which  his  glorification  would 
secure  to  his  disciples— chiefly  the  Holy  Ghost  purchased  by  his 
blood,  and  to  be  sent  with  power,  as  his  great  witness,  and  the 
sole  efficient  agent  in  our  salvation.  This  sacrament,  therefore, 
like  the  other  is  perpetual :  for  as  long  as  sinners  are  saved  by 
grace,  the  work  of  Christ  and  the  work  of  the  Spirit,  will  be  the 
form  in  which  that  grace  is  manifested — and  these  sacraments 
will  be  signs  and  seals  of  the  covenant  through  which  it  flows  to 
us.  This  do,  said  Christ  concerning  this  sacrament,  in  remem- 
brance of  me.  Baptize  all  nations — was  his  command  concerning 
the  other.  All  power  is  given  to  me  in  heaven  and  in  earth  :  Lo 
I  am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world  :  was  his 
declaration,  and  his  promise  concerning  the  whole  work  commit- 
ted to  his  Apostles.  Unlike  the  other  sacrament  which  Ciinnot 
lie  lawfully  repeated,  as  I  have  shown — this  must  be  often  re- 
peated :  must  be,  not  only  from  its  nature  and  the  nature  of  the 
blessings  it  confers,  as  will  be  shown,  but  from  the  intention 
expressed  by  Christ  at  its  institution.  How  often,  he  did  not 
state — but  often  in  comparison  with  the  annual  celebration  of 
the  passover  which  it  superseded  ;  and  in  accordance  with  the 

»  1  Cor.,  xL  23-2a 
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pmctice  ftf  th©  Apoatloaj  whose  habitual  celebration  of  it  in 
reconkd  ;  tbough  I  do  not  tbinfe  tJie  Suriptures  warrant  ?iny 
gtatertientj  on  this  point,  nior<?  definite  thiin  this.  It  In  in  its 
naturj  a  socialj  not  a  priviUe  ordinance  ;  it  is  a  commumon  iip- 
purtaining  to  the  fiirnily  of  Christ  and  therefortj  not  genenil  ;  hut 
ftn  to  tljem  it  is  public — and  belongs  to  them  m  a  CMiurcbj  and 
iiot  as  individufils.  And  while  the  iotimations  of  Scripture  ^re 
thiit  it  wm  ccdi.diKifed  by  the  Church  at  the  s!tatc?d  placett  of  its 
wui-ship,'  I  believe  there  is  neither  Scripture  examfde  nor  prrcei>t 
affording  tht!  least  countenance  to  anjr  priTate,  much  lees  any 
individual  celebmtian  of  it*  The  contrary  practice,  to  a  remarkii* 
ble  degree^  obtained  with  regard  to  the  etltt^r  sacrament  ;  which 
scorn  B  to  have  been  adminieitered  privately,  by  households,  and 
by  thonmmdfl  ;  in  the  temple^  in  the  palaco  of  Cornelius,  in  the 
houses  nf  private  persons,  in  prisons  and  by  the  wnyside  as  cir- 
cumstances required.  The  celebnition  of  both  is  in  the  handi 
(if  the  ministers  of  Chri^st,  as  stcT^-ards  of  the  mysteries  of  God* 
^tbe  nature  of  the  duties  to  he  performed  themin,  not  only  ^ 
being  pTiiper  to  them  aod  to  none  else — ^but  the  comtnaud  of  M 
Christ  eoncerning  the  celebration  of  both  this  and  the  other  sa- 
erament  beingy  perfionally  gi%*on  t<i  the  Apostle^Sj  as  tericber^  nnd 
rulers  in  his  Church.  It  follows  necessarily  from  what  I  have 
said,  and  moreover  is  distinctly  taught,  that  every  true  follower 
of  the  Saviour  is  entitled,  is  in  the  highest  degree  interested^  and 
is  bound  and  obliged  to  partake  of  this  sacrament ;  and  that  no 
one  else  has  any  right  to  [)artake  of  it,  or  can  do  so  without  im- 
piety." Every  one  should  partake  of  both  element*  ;  the  denial 
of  the  cup  to  private  Christians,  being  a  mere  act  of  tyranny  aod 
impiety  on  the  part  of  the  Church  of  Rome/  But  the  infant 
seed  of  believers  may  not  partake  of  it  until  they  come  to  years 
of  discretion,  and  have  knowledge  to  discern  the  Lord's  body ; 
of  which  they  must  give  satisfaction  to  those  wh(»80  duty  God 
has  made  it  to  decide  in  all  cases,  concerning  that  inward  work 
of  which  baptism  is  the  sign.  For  all  who  approach  the  table 
of  the  Lord  are  commanded  to  examine  themselves,  in  order  to 
the  eating  of  that  bread  and  the  drinking  of  that  cup,  conoeming 
many  things  that  exceed  the  state  of  infancy.*    And  in  like  man- 

*  1  Cor.,  XL  18-22 ;  Acts,  xx.  7 ;  Jnmes,  ii.  6. 

*  1  Cor.,  iv.  1 ;  Titua,  i.  7  ;  Luke,  xii.  42.         •  1  Cor.,  xi  27-34;  2  Cor.,  vl  14-17. 

*  1  Cor,  X.  15,  IG,  21 ;  xi  26-28.  «  1  Cor.,  xi.  28. 
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Ber  DO  outward  profession  justifies  any  who  are  ignorant  and  un- 
godly, in  partaking  of  these  solemnities  ;  any  more  than  conni- 
▼ance  at  such  impiety  can  be  justified  on  the  part  of  the  Church.' 
It  is  both  from  its  author,  its  nature,  the  occasion  on  which  it 
was  instituted,  and  the  authority  of  Scripture  use,  that  this 
sacrament  has  derived  its  name.  The  passoyer  was  celebrated  at 
night  by  divine  command,  and  the  sacrament  of  the  body  and 
blood  of  Christ  ingrafted  on  it  by  him,  was  in  its  nature  a  com- 
munion both  of  the  disciples  with  each  other,  and  in  a  still  higher 
Bense,  of  them  all  with  Christ.  The  Scripture  calls  it  Tlie  Lord's 
Supper*  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  this  sacrament  should  there- 
fcre  be  celebrated  at  night :  for  none  of  what  may  be  called  the 
fortuitous  circumstances  connected  with  the  institution  of  the 
Supper,  which  have  no  connection  with  the  design  or  nature  of 
the  ordinance,  can  be  considered  of  any  importance  :  though  we 
should  be  extremely  careful  not  to  class  amongst  such  circum- 
stances, anything  whose  change  or  disuse  may  destroy  or  even 
weaken  anything  that  does  appertain  to  its  nature  or  design. 

4.  It  is  no  more  possible  to  doubt  that  bread  and  wine  are 
the  elements  with  which  this  sacrament  is  to  be  celebrated,  than 
that  water  is  the  element  with  which  baptism  is  to  be  celebrated. 
The  Lord  Jesus  took  bread  and  blessed  it,  and  brake  it  and  gave 
it  to  the  disciples,  and  said.  Take,  eat ;  this  is  my  body  which  is 
broken  for  you.  And  he  took  the  cup,  and  gave  thanks,  and  gave 
it  to  them,  saying,  Drink  ye  all  of  it ;  for  this  is  my  blood  of  the 
New  Testament  which  is  shed  for  many  for  the  remission  of  sins.' 
This  is  my  covenant,  said  God  unto  Abraham,  which  ye  shall 
keep  between  me  and  you  and  thy  seed  after  thee :  Every  man- 
child  among  you  shall  be  circumcised.*  And  so  the  passover,  and 
the  blood  of  it,  and  the  observance  of  it,  are  continually  called  a 
token,  a  memorial,  an  ordinance,  a  sign,  between  God  and  his 
people.  And  thus  Christ  says,  This  is  my  blood  of  the  New  Tes- 
tament which  is  shed  for  many  for  the  remission  of  sins : — a  state- 
ment repeated  in  every  account  of  the  institution  of  this  sacra- 
ment. Bread  and  wine,  therefore,  and  they  alone,  are  the  outward 
and  visible  signs— elements — ^in  this  sacrament.   What  the  bread 

» 1  Cor.,  xl  27-29 ;  v.  6-13 ;  2  CJor.,  il  14-16 ;   2  Thesa,  iu.  6,  14,  16. 

*  1  Cor.,  xi.  20. 

*  Matt,  xxvi.  2e-2S;  Mark,  xiv.  22-24;  Luke,  xxii.  ld-20;  1  Cor.,  xl  23-26. 
<  Gen.,  xvil  9-14. 
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called  indiscriminately  the  Covenant  of  Grace  because  all  grace 
is  manifested  through  it,  and  the  Covenant  of  Bedemption  be- 
cause it  is  the  Mediator  of  that  covenant  who  has  redeemed  us 
with  his  most  precious  blood.  I  have  also  constantly  explained 
that  everyone  of  God's  elect  is  a  party  in  interest  to  that  eternal 
covenant,  by  reason  of  his  covenanted  Saviour  the  Son  of  God 
having  represented  him  in  it ;  and  that  every  one  becomes  a 
party  in  fact,  as  soon  as  he  is  personaUy  united  to  that  Saviour 
in  his  effectual  calling.  Under  this  eternal  covenant,  and  by 
way  of  giving  special  designation  and  emphasis  to  each  successive 
dispensation  of  it,  those  dispensations  as  they  arose  were  called 
covenants  by  God ;  and  the  special  mercies  they  conveyed  were 
made  stipulations,  and  were  solemnly  ratified.  Thus  the  visible 
Church  had  its  origin  in  God's  covenant  with  Abraham,  called 
the  covenant  of  circumcision  from  the  seal  of  it,  and  the  cove- 
nant of  promise  from  its  glorious  stipulations.'  Thus  the  Mosaic 
dispensation  was  formally  initiated,  by  a  solemn  covenant  be- 
tween God  and  the  children  of  Israel,  who  had  already  received 
in  Egypt  the  propitiatory  sacrament  of  the  passover  :  a  covenant 
under  which  everything  was  purified  by  blood — and  everything 
first  ministered  to  condemnation  and  then  pointed  to  Christ.' 
That  there  was  a  better  dispensation,  a  better  covenant  to  come, 
Abraham  and  Moses  and  every  true  believer  under  both  the  dis- 
pensations which  they  respectively  introduced,  koew  perfectly ; 
nay  the  very  covenants  themselves  had  no  efficacy,  no  import 
touching  grace  and  salvation,  except  as  they  were  founded  on 
and  stipulated  the  Mediator  of  the  new  and  better  covenant.^ 
The  Apostle  Paul  puts  the  matter  past  doubt ;  for  he  quotes  %l 
large  the  declarations  of  Jeremiah  concerning  the  new  covenant 
which  Gt)d  would  make  with  his  people,  and  declares  that  they 
mean  Christ,  and  were  uttered  by  the  Holy  Ghost.*  WheU'the 
Saviour  said,  This  cup  is  the  New  Testament  in  my  bloood^  we  are 
to  understand  that  they  who  receive  it  have  God's  covenant  in  its 
supremest  form — ^ratified  as  his  own  testament  by  Jesus,  andsealed 
by  his  death  upon  the  cross  for  us.  His  death  gives,  at  the  same 
moment,  an  endless  validity  to  his  testament,  and  an  infinite 
ratification  to  the  Covenant  of  Grace,  as  the  Gospel  covenaut ; . 

»  Gen^  xvii.  1-16;  Acta,  viL  8;  Eph.,  a  12. 

•  Bxod.,  xxiv.  passim;  Heb^  ix.  18-23^ 

*  Jer^  zxxL  27-40.       *  Heb.,  ^muparnvki  X>  lO-22r 
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and  this  blood  of  oar  great  High  Priest 
dispensation  is  the  covenant  in  the  inc 
the  dispensation  of  promise  was  the  fire 
and  the  dispensation  of  the  law  was  th( 
And  it  is  by  the  oath  of  God  that  Je 
surety  of  this  better  covenant,  being  cc 
priest  forevermore,  and  by  one  offering  o 
ever  them  that  are  sanctified."  The  bl( 
of  this  covenant.  Thus  sealed  by  his 
comes  his  testament.  Sacramentally  h 
blood  which  the  cup  in  the  Eucharist  i 
God  stipulates  remission  of  sins,  and 
stipulates  for  us  Faith  and  Repentance 
and  word,  and  Spirit  he  works  both  of  tl 
believing  sinners  are,  therefore,  entitled 
covenant  and  testament — and  sncrame 
blood  of  Christ,  which  signifies  and  seals 
2.  In  like  manner,  Christ  not  only 
body,  but  he  broke  it  and  said,  This  is  i 
for  you :  and  these,  also,  are  pregnant 
continually  that  union  and  communio 
Christ,  was  the  only  way  given  under  he 
by  we  must  be  saved  ;  and  that  this  uj 
possible  only  by  means  of  his  participati( 
his  incarnation,  and  our  participation  of 
regeneration.  But  the  possibility  of  o' 
in  every  way  upon  the  efficacy  of  hi 
that  sacrifice  was  impossible  but  for  1 
without  nil  efficacy  but  for  his  supreme 
tion  to  us  only  through  that  eternal  cov( 
man — was  the  Mediator.  This  broken 
the  crucified  God-man  ;  and  he  hasestal 
l)ol  and  the  inward  and  invisible  grace, 
the  one  a  sign  of  the  other  ;  and  then  i 
xho  matter  and  the  sign  united  into  a  sa 
of  Christ  crucified,  as  to  make  the  sacra 
covenant  under  which  the  crucifixion  o 
eternal  Covenant  of  Grace,  and  also  of 

*  Heb.j  ix.  pamnu 

>  Hcb.,  yiL  20-26;  z.  10-lft. 
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the  Gospel  dispensation  under  it  But  Christ  cnicified  is  to 
every  one  that  is  called,  both  the  power  of  Gk)d  and  the  wisdom 
of  God.*  We  are  planted  together  in  the  likeness  of  the  death 
of  Christ;  our  old  man  is  crucified  with  him  that  the  body  of  sin 
might  be  destroyed,  that  henceforth  we  should  not  serve  sin  ;  and 
being  dead  with  him,  we  believe  we  shall  also  live  with  him.* 
In  knowing  him  and  the  power  of  his  resurrection,  we  must  have 
fellowship  with  his  sufferings,  aud  be  made  conformable  unto  his 
death.*  Suffering  with  Christ,  is  the  prelude  of  being  glorified 
together  with  him.*  Whether,  therefore,  we  consider  the  cru- 
cifixion of  Christ  in  itself  and  in  the  divine  motives  for  it,  or  in 
the  relation  of  it  to  the  whole  oeconomy  of  the  grace  of  Qod  and 
of  the  salvation  of  man,  or  in  the  inward  participation  of  it  by 
every  one  of  his  followers  through  union  and  communion  with 
him  :  we  equally  perceive  the  glorious  pregnancy  of  these  words 
of  Christ,  and  the  unspeakable  fitness  of  the  symbol  to  represent 
that  for  which  it  was  put,  and  of  the  sacrament  thus  consti- 
tuted to  be  a  seal  of  the  covenant  under  which  he  made  satisfac- 
tion to  God  for  us,  and  so  a  seal  to  us  of  all  that  he  purchased 
for  us  by  his  death. 

3.  This  sacrament  is  very  far  from  being  a  mere  exhibition 
of  the  death  of  Christ — a  mere  representation  of  the  passion 
and  sacrifice  of  the  Son  of  God.  If  the  whole  of  our  relation 
to  what  Christ  did  and  suffered,  is  satisfied  by  merely  represent- 
ing and  exhibiting  his  agony  and  death  ;  we  have  much  to  learn 
about  the  burden,  the  curse,  and  the  pollution  of  sin  ;  much 
about  the  love,  the  peace,  the  joy  of  a  soul  that  has  communion 
with  him  that  died  and  rose  again.  If  the  whole  of  God's  love 
for  us  which  led  him  not  even  to  spare  his  own  Son,  but  on  the 
contrary  to  deliver  him  up  for  us  all,  is  expressed  when  his  Son 
has  done  that  whioh  lost  sinners  need  only  represent  and  recall ; 
then  his  poor  children  in  this  world  have  pungent  conceptions 
alike  of  their  Father's  love,  and  of  their  need  o(  it,  which  he 
never  excited  in  their  souls,  and  will  never  fulfil.  This  is  my 
body  which  is  given  for  you  :  This  is  my  blood  which  is  shed  for 
you.  It  is  thus  that  Jesus  speaks.  His  death  is  no  representa- 
tion :  it  is  a  vicarious  sacrifice.  The  sacrament  of  his  broken 
body  and  shed  blood  is  not  a  mere  exhibition:  it  is  a  sacrament  in 

'  1  Cor.,  L  23,  24.  '  Rom.,  vl  6-8. 

•PhiL,  lii.  10.  *BioaL,  tUI  17  ;  3  Hm.  fl.  11, 12. 


which  tEe  piirclia»e  of  that  \yody  broken  for  m  in  ieulad  to  as,  and 
the  purchase  of  that  blood  shetl  ll>r  us  is  eauled  to  us,     Hl*  gif«i 
to  OS  tokens  of  iDefitiinable  blesaingSj  niroadjr  iecurec!  for  tut  at  in 
Uie&timabie  price  ;  he  gives  tn  us  seak  of  that  coveuant  ordered  in 
-ell  thingi  and  jsure,  in  which  these  blessiogg  are  promiied  torn 
>  We  accept,  with  lo?iDgj  confiding  hearts  the  token  and  the  leal 
int  tbiB  is  not  all.    Is  oo  inheritance  secured  ?   Is  no  earnest  of 
it  bestowed?     No  sure  participation^  here  and  now,  not  meri^Iy  of 
aigns  and  ii*!al»j  but  of  Jesus,  of  bis  death  and  of  his  resurrection  ? 
I  am— said  Jesus — ^tho  bread  of  life  :  be  that  comelh  to  me  shall 
never  hunger ;  and  he  that  l>elieveth  on  me  shall  never  thif«L 
He  that  eateth  my  tlesh  and  drinkefeh  my  bK*od,  dwelleth  in  mi, 
and  I  in  him/     Beyond  all  doubt  ihey  who  ar©  redeemed  by  the 
sacrifice  of  i'brist,  have  along  with  their  rederaption,  nn^peiil* 
able  blessing  and  bene  tit  e,  which  are  explained  thn)ugbout  the 
Icriptares  with  great  fulness  and  great  mLnuteneas,  the  whole  of 
ifbich  are  gifts  of  God,  through  Jesus  Christ/     All  these  and 
^tvery  covenanted  mercy  and  every  grace  of  the  Sfiirit,  are  pur- 
ebased  for  us  by  the  body  and  blood  which  was  broken  for  ns  and 
shed  for  us  on  the  cross ;  and  aU  of  them  with  that  body  and 
bloody  are  aacramentally  sealed  to  uSj — and  are  ours.     To  sup- 
,po«e  the  sacrament  has  any  efficacy  of  itself,  is  to  destroy  its  na- 
ture as  a  sign  and  seal  of  the  Covenent  of  Grace — that  is — ^to 
destroy  it  as  a  sacrament ;  and  is,  moreover,  to  set  aside  the  work 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  upon  whom  the  efficacy  of  all  things  spirit- 
ual depends,  as  really  as  their  authority  depends  on  Christ ;  thus 
subverting,  on  the  one  hand,  the  way  of  life,  and  on  the  other 
life  itself.     To  deny  to  the  sacrament  any  reality  beyond  a  mere 
exhibition  and  representation  of  the  saerifice  of  Christ,  is  either 
to  annul  it  altogether,  by  destroying  its  divine  fitness  through 
the  work  of  the  Spirit  to  accomplish  its  proper  end  in  us  ;  or  it 
is  to  go  deeper  still,  and  annul  the  efficacy  of  the  sacrifice  of 
Christ  who  is  the  matter  of  the  sacrament,  by  converting  it  fiom 
a  satisfaction  into  a  representation,  thus  rendering  it  incompe- 
tent for  anything  but  another  representation. 

4.  In  addition  to  what  Ijas  been  particularly  noticed^  the 
Lord  Jesus  said,  Take,  eat,  this  is  my  body  :  and  in  like  manner, 
giving  them  the  cup,  Drink  ye  all  of  it,  for  this  is  my  blood  of 
the  New  Testament^  which  is  shed  for  many  for  the  remission  of 

*  John,  vL  Z^j  5a.  ^OoL,  L  passim  ■  Eob*  I  jMUftoi. 
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the  Gospel  dispensation  under  it.  But  Christ  crucified  is  to 
every  one  that  is  called,  both  the  power  of  Qt>d  and  the  wisdom 
of  God.*  We  are  planted  together  in  the  likeness  of  the  death 
of  Christ;  our  old  man  is  crucified  with  him  that  the  body  of  sin 
might  be  destroyed,  that  henceforth  we  should  not  serve  sin  ;  and 
being  dead  with  him,  we  believe  we  shall  also  live  with  him.* 
In  knowing  him  and  the  power  of  his  resurrection,  we  must  have 
fellowship  with  his  sufferings,  and  be  made  conformable  unto  his 
death.'  Buffering  with  Christ,  is  the  prelude  of  being  glorified 
together  with  him.*  Whether,  therefore,  we  consider  the  cru- 
cifixion of  Christ  in  itself  and  in  the  divine  motives  for  it,  or  in 
the  relation  of  it  to  the  whole  oeconomy  of  the  grace  of  Qod  and 
of  the  salvation  of  man,  or  in  the  inward  participation  of  it  by 
every  one  of  his  followers  through  union  and  communion  with 
him  :  we  equally  perceive  the  glorious  pregnancy  of  these  words 
of  Christy  and  the  unspeakable  fitness  of  the  symbol  to  represent 
that  for  which  it  was  put,  and  of  the  sacrament  thus  consti- 
tuted to  be  a  seal  of  the  covenant  under  which  he  made  satisfac- 
tion to  Gtxi  for  us,  and  so  a  seal  to  us  of  all  that  he  purchased 
for  us  by  his  death. 

3.  This  sacrament  is  very  far  from  being  a  mere  exhibition 
of  the  death  of  Christ — a  mere  representation  of  the  passion 
and  sacrifice  of  the  Son  of  Gt)d.  If  the  whole  of  our  relation 
to  what  Christ  did  and  suffered,  is  satisfied  by  merely  represent- 
ing and  exhibiting  his  agony  and  death  ;  we  have  much  to  learn 
about  the  burden,  the  curse,  and  the  pollution  of  sin  ;  much 
about  the  love,  the  peace,  the  joy  of  a  soul  that  has  commuoion 
with  him  that  died  and  rose  again.  If  the  whole  of  God's  love 
for  us  which  led  him  not  even  to  spare  his  own  Son,  but  on  the 
contrary  to  deliver  him  up  for  us  all,  is  expressed  when  his  Son 
has  done  that  which  lost  sinners  need  only  represent  and  recall ; 
then  his  poor  children  in  this  world  have  pungent  conceptions 
alike  of  their  Father's  love,  and  of  their  need  of  it,  which  he 
never  excited  in  their  souls,  and  will  never  fulfil.  This  is  my 
body  which  is  given  for  you  :  This  is  my  blood  which  is  shed  for 
you.  It  is  thus  that  Jesus  speaks.  His  death  is  no  representa- 
tion :  it  is  a  vicarious  sacrifice.  The  sacrament  of  his  broken 
body  and  shed  blood  is  not  a  mere  exhibition:  it  is  a  sacrament  in 

'  1  Cor.,  I  23,  24.  '  Rom.,  vi.  6-8. 
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gins.  The  Apostle  Paul,  illustrating  the  fellowship  of  Christians 
with  each  other,  and  of  all  with  Christ,  demands,  The  cup  of 
blessing  which  we  bless,  is  it  not  the  commuoion  of  the  blood  of 
Christ  ?  The  bread  which  we  break,  is  it  not  the  communion 
of  the  body  of  Christ  ?/  And  the  Apostle  John,  appealing  to 
his  own  knowledge  of  the  word  of  life,  which  was  manifested  and 
was  capable  of  being  shown  to  others  as  eternal  life,  declares, 
That  which  we  have  seen  and  heard,  declare  we  uoto  you,  that 
ye  may  have  fellowship  with  us  ;  and  truly  our  fellowship  is  with 
the  Father  and  with  his  Son  Jesus  Christ.'  Salvation  consists, 
summarily,  in  our  union  and  communion  with  Christ  through 
faith  ;  and  the  visible  Church  of  Christ  rests  upon  his  headship 
over  all  thus  united  to  him  by  faith, — and  their  communion  with 
each  other  by  love ;  the  efficacious  bond  in  both  instances,  being 
that  of  the  Spirit  It  is  the  Body  of  Christ,  considered  as  his 
Church,  nourished  by  his  body  and  blood  sacramentally  given  to 
them  by  him  and  received  by  them.  It  is  a  communion  of  saints 
with  each  other  by  means  of  a  joint  communion  in  the  body  and 
blood  of  Christ ;  and  a  communion  of  the  whole  with  Christ,  at 
the  same  time,  and  by  the  same  means.  And  so  completely  is 
this  realized  in  this  sacrament,  that  it  is  called  the  communion 
of  the  Lord's  Supper,  or  simply  The  Communion.  Nor  is  there 
any  other  way  known,  nor  as  far  as  we  can  comprehend,  possible, 
by  which  these  sublime  spiritual  realities  can  be  made  at  once 
perfectly  simple  and  efficacious,  comparable  to  the  way  thus  pro- 
vided by  the  Lord.  Our  love  for  each  other  is  both  manifested 
and  nourished,  and  our  common  increase  in  all  that  is  sealed  to 
us  is  itself  a  precious  communion  ;  while  the  communion  of  all 
with  our  common  Lord,  opens  in  him  the  fountain  of  inexhausti- 
Ue  grace,  which  all  receive  from  him.  But  who  does  not  see 
that  if  all  this  be  true,  it  establishes  with  divine  certainty  the 
nature  of  the  sacrament  through  which  it  all  occurs  ?  How 
could  the  cup  we  bless  be  a  cup  of  blessings  such  as  these,  if  it 
were  not  the  communion  of  the  blood  of  Christ  ?  How  could 
the  bread  we  break,  produce  such  spiritual  nourishment  as  this, 
if  it  were  not  the  communion  of  the  body  of  Christ  ? 

5.  It  seems  to  me  that  any  serious  consideration  of  the  words 
of  Christ  when  he  intituted  this  sacrament,  and  which  conveyed 
to  his  disciples  ideas^  which  under  so  many  forms  of  expression 
UCor^x.lS.  •  lJohn,L|xi«»Mik 
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throughout  the  New  Teetameot,  present  the  very  same  truths ; 
ought  to  satisfy  e^ery  one  who  has  the  least  sprritiial  ingij^ht,  at 
least  of  the  general  mtim  in  which  he  wished  to  be  under^tuod. 
I  need  not  deoy  that  thert3  la  much  involved  in  this  great  uiyi* 
tery  of  communion  with  Christj  no  matter  in  what  fispect  the 
sublime  topic  is  prcsentedj  which  far  exccedii  our  finite  cumprt*- 
heneion  ;  since  he  who  was  not  inferior  to  the  chieft^st  of  tbu 
ApostleB^  habitually  speakB  nearly  to  the  same  etlect.     Hprnking 
of  Christ  as  the  hca4  of  the  Church  and  the  Saviour  of  it  as  hb 
lnjdjj  of  his  love  for  it,  of  hia  giving  himself  for  it,  of  his  sjinctify* 
ing  and  cleansing  it  with  tbe  washing  uf  water  by  the  word,  aad 
then  preiii^nting  it  to  himself  a  glorious  Cburch  ;  he  goes  so  &r  us 
tc*  say^  For  we  are  members  of  his  body,  and  of  his  fit^ab^  and  of  \m 
hones.     And  then  aJds — ^Thia  is  a  great  myj^tery  :  I  fij^eak  con- 
cerning Chribt  and  his  Cburch/    And  this  hinguage  is  not  more 
decisive,  than  tbat  which  Christ  used  not  only  when  he  iostituted 
the  Sacrament  of  the  Supper^  but  a  year  before  his  crucifixiuu  in 
a  discourse  which  hm  been  preserved  hy  John  ;  afrer  wbiuh,  maoy 
of  iiis  disciples,  understanding  him  to  teach  hard  sayings  which 
tliey  could  not  receive,  went  back  and  walked  no  more  with  him,' 
His  own  explanation  to  Iiis  Apostles  was.  It  is  the  Spirit  that 
quickeneth  ;  the  flesh  profiteth  nothing  ;  the  words  that  I  speak 
unto  you,  they  are  spirit  and  they  are  life.'     It  is  impossible, 
therefore,  to  suppose,  that  Christ  meant  that  the  bread  was  phy- 
sically his  body  or  the  wine  physically  his  blood,  or  that  his  dis- 
ciples physically  eat  his  flesh  and  drink  his  blood ;  impossible, 
because,  as  we  see,  he  said  that  would  be  of  no  profit  to  them,  and 
that  it  was  his  Spirit  and  word  which  made  his  flesh  and  blood  a 
means  of  life  to  bis  followers.    Indeed  it  is  obvious,  as  I  intimated 
before,  what  the  general  sense  of  his  words  is.     He  uses  both  sets 
of  terms  throughout,  and  therefore  we  must  accept  both  through- 
out. We  cannot,  without  violence,  allow  with  the  Papists,  that  the 
bread  and  wine  are  by  consecrating  them  transubstantiated  into 
the  soul,  body,  blood,  and  divinity  of  Christ ;  for  then,  to  say  no- 
thing else,  one  set  of  terms  used  throughout  has  disappeared, — 
and  the  ordinance  has  become  a  gross  impiety.   For  the  same  rea- 
son, we  cannot  allow  with  the  Sociniaus,  that  the  whole  is  a  mere 
representation  ;  for  then  the  opposite  set  of  terms  has  disappeared, 
and  the  ordinance  has  become  an  empty  show.    We  cannot  allow 
1  £ph.,  y.  23-32.  *  John,  vi.  2&-66.  '  John,  rL  63. 
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with  Luther  that  consubstantiation  has  taken  place,  and  that  the 
body  and  blood  of  Christ  are  present  in,  with,  and  under  the 
bread  and  wine ;  f.)r  then  both  sets  of  terms  are  outraged  by 
confounding  what  Christ  has  carefully  kept  seperate  ;  and  pre- 
tending to  eat  both  bread  and  Christ's  body,  and  to  drink  both 
wine  and  Christ's  blood,  we  combine  into  one  error  the  opposite 
misconceptions  of  the  Papists  and  the  Socinians.  All  that  is  left 
is  to  accept  and  respect  both  sets  of  terms.  And  in  eflfect,  while 
no  other  conception  of  this  sacrament  can  be  justly  gotten  from 
the  terms  of  its  institution,  none  can  be  gotten  from  any  other 
scriptural  representation  of  it,  which  does  not  require  the  use  of 
both  sets  of  terms  to  express  it.  The  bread  is  bread  and  is  eaten, 
and  the  wine  is  wine  and  is  drunk  ;  and  so  are  Christ's  words. 
But  the  body  and  the  blood  of  Christ  are  as  really  the  matter  of 
the  sacrament,  as  the  bread  and  wine  are  the  symbols  used  in  it : 
and  the  relation  between  the  matter  and  the  symbol  is  instituted 
by  God,  and  is  so  immediate  that  the  name  of  the  matter  is  given 
to  the  symbol :  and  the  matter  and  the  symbol — thus  related  and 
united  by  God — unitedly  make  the  sacrament.  Physically,  the 
symbols  bread  and  wine  are  present  to  our  senses.  Spiritually, 
the  matter,  Christ  crucified,  his  body  and  his  blood,  are  present 
to  our  faith.  To  express  more  strongly  the  reality  of  this  spir- 
itual presence,  we  may  call  it  mystical ;  by  which  we  mean  that 
it  is  spiritual,  but  real.  Just  as  our  union  with  Christ  is  real, 
but  spiritual,  that  is,  it  is  mystical ;  and  just  as  the  Church 
itself,  the  Body  of  Christ,  is  a  spiritual  but  real  body — that  is, 
it  is  a  mystical  body.  We  cannot,  of  course,  eat  the  broken 
body  of  Christ  and  drink  his  shed  blood,  in  any  other  sense  or 
manner  than  that  in  which  they  are  present  with  us  ;  but  I  have 
shown  that  they  are  present  after  a  manner  that  is  real  but  spir- 
itual, that  is,  mystical ;  in  that  manner  and  in  that  sense, 
therefore,  and  in  no  other,  we  participate  of  Christ  crucified,  in 
the  communion  of  the  Supper.     It  is  a  sacrameut. 

6.  The  doctrine  of  transubstantiation  leads  directly  to  the 
sacrifice  of  the  mass,  and  to  the  idea  that  the  Christian  ministry 
is  a  priesthood  who  offer  sacrifices  ;  namely  the  sacrifice  of  Cal- 
vary repeated  continually  in  an  unbloody  form,  as  it  is  expressed. 
The  whole  of  this  is  the  grossest  heresy  and  impiety.  Christ  is 
the  Great  High  Priest  of  our  profession,  a  Priest  forever  after 
the  order — ^not  of  Aaron — ^but  of  Melchisedek ;  and  after  him 
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tfaere  m  no  [irieBlbi^od  at  all^  ^x^r^  ^^  ^'^^  ieiis^  of  the  rotil 
priesthcKMl  of  cviriy  brother  of  Chriflt,  adopted  as  a  boo  af  Gtii 
The  oHt*riti*;  up  of  hitmolf  by  Chrkt  once,  one  Mcrifice  for  sioa 
roferor^  by  which  be  hath  perfected  forever  them  thiit  ore  iiincli- 
gedj— put  na  fnd  to  all  atierinp  aod  iUGzifioes  for  siaa  :  whereof 
we  have  the  explicit  iirid  reputed  aeKumnce  of  God,  who  ei?eii 
declarefl  that  the  Holy  Ghost  is  a  witness  to  m  of  them  trulhn/ 
It  was  i3ot  to  rejiinit  the  saerifice  of  Calvary,  but  to  ^ve  effioicy 
to  it  in  the  souk  of  mcE,  that  all  the  means  of  gmce  under  tlie 
Gtospcl  dispensation  received  their  [tresent  form.  By  that  fiacri* 
flee  of  hiini^lf  Christ  has  redeemed  the  eloct  nC  God  :  redii^iood 
them  in  every  sense  and  to  every  intent.  It  is  not  to  add  an j- 
thing  to  what  Christ  has  dono^  nor  to  rc^peat  anything  he  km 
done,  that  the  saerament  in  hh  b«^y  and  hbod  waR  instituted  ; 
but  ita  use  is  to  show  forth  his  death,  and  by  piirticipation  of  him, 
to  nourish  ami  strengthen  bis  disciples  in  all  graco^  to  exhibit  aod 
to  seal  their  union  and  eommunioo  with  bim  and  their  otioiiiill* 
nion  with  each  other,  and  to  testify  and  renew  their  co?eQAQt 
with  him.  In  what  manner  the  body  and  bloml  of  Christ,— that 
ia,  in  what  manner  the  crucified  Saviour  can  eifcct  the  whole  of 
therie  s|nr]f iihI  olijtN^ts— or  anyone  of  them  :  is  an  t^nquirv,  which 
if  directed  to  the  possibility  of  such  an  efficacy,  goes  to  the  root 
of  the  question  of  salvation  by  grace  through  the  Mediator ;  or 
if  directed  only  to  the  particular  manner  of  that  efficacy,  goes 
to  the  root  of  the  nature  of  this  sacrament.  Considered  in  the 
former  light,  the  answer  is  immediate,  that  unless  salvation  by 
grace  through  the  Mediator  is  a  divine  reality,  neither  is  the  ef- 
ficacy enquired  after — nor  the  sacrament  by  which  it  operates,  a 
divine  reality  :  all  are  nullities  together — if  the  foundation  of  all 
is  a  nullity.  Considered  in  the  latter  light,  the  answer  is  also  im- 
mediate, and  lies  upon  the  face,  and  is  wrought  into  the  nature 
of  the  sacniment.  Bread  and  wine  nourish  the  human  body — 
if  we  partake  of  them  according  to  their  nature  and  ours ;  they 
do  this  by  a  mysterious  vital  process  of  assimilation  ;  the  effect 
of  which  is  our  support  and  continued  existence.  In  b'ke  man* 
ner  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ  crucified  for  us,  nourish  our 
souls,  if  we  partake  of  them  according  to  their  nature  and  ours, 
that  is  their  sacramental  nature  and  our  renewed  nature  ;  they 
do  this  through  a  mysterious  spiritual  process,  expressed  by  the 
>  Heh^  X.  10-18. 
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terms  faith,  the  new  creature,  and  the  work  of  the  Holy  Ghost; 
the  effect  of  which  is  a  closer  communion  with  Christ  and  with 
each  other,  and  the  comfort  and  growth  of  the  spiritual  life. 
There  is  a  manifest  difference  between  broadband  the  act  of  him 
who  eats  it,  and  the  nourishment  which  is  produced  by  it, — and 
the  process  of  assimilation  by  which  the  end  is  reached.  There 
is  also  a  manifest  difference  between  the  body  and  blood  of  Cbrisf^ 
and  the  faith  of  the  Christian  which  rests  upon  Christ  crucified, 
and  the  fruit  of  that  faith  manifested  in  us,  and  the  work  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  which  produced  that  faith  and  now  nourishes  it  in 
this  manner.  The  declarations  of  the  word  of  God,  and  the  tes- 
timony of  our  own  experience,  and  the  witness  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
are  the  grounds  on  which  we  assert  the  latter  series  of  facts. 
There  are  no  more  conclnsive  grounds  on  which  to  assert  the 
former  series  of  facts.  The  efficacy  on  which  everything  in  both 
series  depends,  is  wholly  inscrutable  :  it  is  in  God.  That  Christ 
cmcified  is  the  matter  of  which  bread  and  wine  are  the  symbols, 
in  the  Bacrament  of  the  Supper,  and  that  as  such  he  is  sacra- 
mentally  received,  and  does  nourish  our  souls  ;  is  not  only  the 
plain  doctrine  of  this  sacrament,  but  is  in  exact  harmony  with 
everythiDg  else  taught  in  the  Scriptures,  concerning  the  whole 
doctrine  of  our  union  and  communion  with  Christ.  In  one  sacra- 
ment we  are  baptized  into  his  death  :  in  the  other  we  have  com- 
munion with  his  crucifixion  :  all  the  time  the  glorified  God-man 
is  at  the  right  hand  of  the  majesty  on  high.  In  the  former  sa*- 
crament  our  ingrafting  into  Christ  and  our  purification  by  the 
Holy  Ghost — in  the  other  our  redemption  and  nourishment  by 
Christ,  are  signified  and  sealed.  In  this  life  it  is  mainly  fellow- 
ship with  his  sufferings,  and  death — in  the  life  to  come  fellow- 
ship with  his  resurrection.  In  both  worlds  union  and  communion 
with  him — is  salvation. 

7.  The  connection  of  divine  worship,  the  divine  word,  and  the 
divine  Spirit  with  the  proper  adminbtration  and  worthy  par- 
taking (»f  this  sacrament,  is  indissoluble  The  inspired  accounts 
of  its  institution  agree  that  its  celebration  was  accompanied  by 
thanksgiving,  and  benediction  by  the  Saviour.  Jesus  took  the 
bread,  and  blessed,  and  brake,  and  gave  it  to  the  disciples  ;  and 
be  took  the  cup,  and  gave  thanks,  and  gave  it  to  them.  Such 
are  the  statements.  His  directions,  also,  were  clear  ;  take,  eat, 
drink,  this  do  in  remembrance  of  me.  The  universal  obligation 
VOL.  n.  89 
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rostiQg  on  U6  to  gaoctlfj  everything  by  the  word  of  Gml  add 
prayer/  is  mudo  very  special  in  this  case^  both  by  what  the  Laid 
did  and  by  what  he  aaid.  And  if  anything  were  wanting  tri  add 
force  to  this  obligntioiii  it  would  be  found  in  the  fact  that  it  li 
only  by  meana  of  tho  bleesing  of  Godj  and  through  the  presence 
arid  inward  work  of  the  Holy  Ghoat,  that  any  blessing  is  fonnd 
in  the  use  of  this  brdiuance  ;  while  the  ^tate  of  cur  own  souk 
nr^y  exdndc;  us  from  the  hlaesings  which,  so  to  spaak^  apfiertain 
io  a  particular  manner  to  the  worthy  reception  of  it  Moreover, 
the  peril  of  trifling  with  the  saor&d  and  mysterious  ordinanoei 
much  more  the  impiety  of  intentionally  prof^ming  it^  ought  to  h© 
well  considered  by  such  as  do  not  discern  the  Lnrd's  body  ;  isiiic^ 
it  may  well  happen  that  eating  and  drinking  unworthily,  inca 
may  eat  and  drink  damnation  to  them^elve^,'  Without  the 
knowledge  which  the  divine  word  alone  can  give  us,  whereby  we 
might  disci'rn  the  Lord's  body,  the  spirit  of  true  worship  id  which 
it  becomes  ue  to  approach  God  in  this  sacmniesit  of  that  body, 
cannot  be  in  us  ;  and  in  this  condition,  we  have  much  more  rea- 
son to  druad  that  the  Spirit  may  be  grieved,  than  to  hope  for  any 
fellowship  with  him*  And  yet  it  is  of  the  very  nature  of  this 
sacnuiient,  to  be  fitted  to  proJuce — when  usetl  by  the  divine 
Spirit  to  that  end— as  a  seal  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  those  in- 
ward graces  of  which  it  is  the  sign  :  and  I  may  add,  nothing 
else  has  that  sacramental  fitness  with  reference  to  those  special 
graces.  Divine  truth  is  specially  fitted  to  produce  faith  and 
repentance,  and  invariably  does  produce  them,  when  used  to  that 
end  by  the  Spirit ;  while  no  other  truth  is  fitted  to  produce  either 
faith  or  repentance  ;  nor  is  any  other  ever  used  in  the  production 
of  either  by  the  Spirit.  So  also,  all  divine  ordinances  are  specially 
fitted  to  produce,  and  when  used  to  tliat  end  by  tho  Spirit,  do 
produce  the  effects  appointed  of  God  ;  and  nothing  besides  them 
is  fitted  to  produce  their  effects,  or  is  used  by  the  Spirit  to  pro- 
duce them.  The  great  offices  of  the  Spirit  in  salvation,  have 
immediate  relevancy  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ:  and  both  the 
sacraments  of  the  Christian  Church  have  a  similar  immediate 
relevancy  to  him.  We  as  easily  see,  therefore,  how  the  efficacy 
of  the  sacrament  depends  on  tho  Spirit,  as  we  see  how  its  au- 
thority depends  on  Christ.  And  we  might  as  soon,  perhaps,  to 
speak  after  the  manner  of  men,  we  might  sooner  expect  the  Spirit 

*  1  Tim^  iv.  6.  »  1  Gor.,  xl  2S-32. 
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to  own  and  bless  uttered  falsehoods  dishonouring  to  Christ,  than 
sacramental  falsehoods  dishonouring  to  him.  If  this  sacrament 
is  that  divine  spiritual  reality  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  rep- 
resent, it  is  impossible  to  doubt  its  divine  relation  to  the  worship, 
the  word,  and  the  Spirit  of  God ;  impossible  not  to  perceive 
in  that  divine  relation,  which  it  is  easy  to  establish  independently, 
convincing  evidence  of  its  own  nature  and  use, 

8.  All  that  has  been  considered  is  founded  on  the  words  of 
Ohrist  uttered  when  he  instituted  this  sacrament,  but  uttered 
separately  of  his  body  and  the  symbol  of  it,  and  of  his  blood  and 
the  symbol  of  it.  Paul  speaking  of  all  together,  adds  imme- 
diately, as  part  of  what  he  received  of  the  Lord,  For  as  often  as 
ye  eat  this  bread,  and  drink  this  cup,  ye  do  show  the  Lord's  death 
till  he  come.*  As  often,  therefore,  as  we  celebrate  this  commu- 
nion of  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ,  it  is  bread  that  we  eat,  and 
it  is  wine  that  we  drink  ;  but  this  bread  and  wine  are  put  for  the 
body  and  blood  of  Christ,  and  it  is  by  breaking  and  eating  the 
bread,  and  by  pouring  out  and  drinking  the  wine — that  we  show 
his  death.  The  efficacy  of  that  death  for  our  redemption — and 
the  certainty  of  our  present  participation  of  that  crucified  Saviour 
and  of  eternal  life  through  him ;  are  all  assured  by  the  resurrec- 
tion and  glorification  of  the  Lord.  Being  planted  in  the  likeness 
of  his  death,  we  are  also  planted  in  the  likeness  of  his  resurrection. 
We  are  dead,  and  our  life  is  hid  with  Christ  in  God.  When  Christ, 
who  is  our  life,  shall  appear,  then  shall  we  also  appear  with  him 
in  glory.'  And  so  we  are  to  show  forth  the  Lord's  death,  till  he 
come.  This  sacrament  touches  on  one  side,  the  crucifixion,  on 
the  other  the  second  coming  of  the  Lord,  covering  the  whole 
space  between  them,  having  special  relation  to  the  former,  and 
pointing  continually  to  the  latter.  For  Christ  is  risen  from  the 
dead,  and  become  the  first  fruits  of  them  that  slept.  For  since 
by  man  came  death,  by  man  came  also  the  resurrection  from  the 
dead.  For  as  in  Adam  all  die,  even  so  in  Christ  shall  all  be  made 
alive.  But  every  man  in  his  own  order  :  Christ  the  first  fruits, 
afterwards  they  that  are  Christ's  at  his  coming.'  It  is  that  com- 
ing of  the  glorified  Lord,  in  which  they  that  are  his  will  be  made 
alive  by  their  resurrection  from  the  dead,  and  will  appear  in  glory 
with  him  who  is  their  life  ;  to  which  his  paints  must  continually 
have  reference,  both  as  real  and  as  not  having  yet  t^iken  place,  as 

» 1  Cor.,  xL  26.  •  CJoU  ul  3,  4.  M  Oor,  xr.  20-.23. 
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often  as,  and  as  long  as,  they  sacran 

While  the  Saviour  sat  with  his  ApostL 

instituting  this  sacrament,  he  said  ant<: 

I  desired  to  eat  this  passover  with  yc 

say  unto  you,  I  will  not  any  more  eat  tl 

in  the  kingdom  of  God.     And  he  took 

and  said,  Take  this,  and  divide  it  amc 

unto  you,  I  will  not  drink  of  the  fm 

kingdom  of  God  shall  come.'    And  ag 

had  instituted  this  sacrament  and  his  A 

its  elements,  he  said,  I  will  not  drink  h 

the  vine,  imtil  that  day  when  I  drink 

Father's  Kingdom.'    A  little  after  he  » 

kingdom,  as  my  Father  hath  appointed 

oat  and  drink  at  my  table  in  my  king 

judging  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel."   Tl 

judging,  accordiag  to  his  previous  proi 

when  the  Son  of  man  shall  sit  in  the  th 

his  followers  shall  inherit  eternal  life.*    ! 

the  Lord  did  not  mean  to  refer  in  what 

casions  on  which,  after  the  resurrection^ 

drink  with  his  disciples,  apparently  to 

identity  ;^  but  to  that  coming  and  estati 

and  that  consummation  of  the  work  ap] 

Apostles,  and  that  further  consummatio 

in  his  blood,  which  he  had  before  explaii 

marriage  supper  of  the  King's  son  ;•  ar 

Apostle  John,  repeating  the  Alleluias  o 

lating  the  glory  of  the  Lamb's  wife,  anc 

his  marriage  had  come — writes.  Blessed  i 

unto  the  marriage  supper  of  the  Lan] 

and  blessedness  is  in  store  for  us,  is  purcl 

of  Christ ;  and  the  more  perfect  our  comt 

death,  the  more  complete  is  our  apprecia 

and  the  more  entire  is  our  fitness  for  all 

III. — 1.  The  manner  in  which  this 

tered  by  Christ,  and  ought  to  be  always 

'  Lake,  xxil  15-18.  *  Matt,  xxvL  29. 

•  Mati,  xii.  28,  29 ;  xxv.  31,  34^  46. 
'  Matt,  zziL  1-14. 
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lowers^  is  set  forth  with  great  particularity  in  the  Scriptures. 
His  example  ought  to  be  sufficient ;  but  when  we  consider  that 
everything  he  did  was  significant,  and  that  all  departures  from 
his  example  have  led  to  superstition  and  heresy,  we  see  the  more 
plainly  that  it  is  a  wise  and  trustful  obedience,  which  conforms 
exactly  to  that  example  of  the  Lord.  Therefore  the  bread  and 
the  cup  are  to  be  taken  by  him  who  is  to  administer  the  Sacra^ 
ment,  and  so  separated  unto  their  peculiar  end  :  they  are  to  be 
set  apart  from  a  common  to  a  sacramental  use,  by  the  word  of 
God,  and  by  special  prayer,  thanksgiving  and  blessing :  the 
bread  is  to  be  broken  and  distributed  amongst  those  who  com- 
municate :  the  wine  being  poured  out,  the  cup  is  to  be  taken 
and  distributed  amongst  those  who  communicate  :  the  bread 
is  to  be  taken  in  the  hand  of  the  communicant,  and  is  to 
be  eaten  by  him  :  the  cup  is  to  be  taken  into  the  hand  of 
the  communicant  and  the  wine .  is  to  be  drunk  by  him.  At 
the  proper  times^  and  suited  to  the  proper  parts  of  the  sa- 
cramental action,  the  Lord's  minister  should  repeat  the  Lord's 
words,  according  as  they  were  uttered :  and  they  who  com- 
municate, reverently,  waiting  on  the  Lord,  and  decently  ex- 
hibiting their  mutual  fellowship  in  a  common  and  simultaneous 
participation,  should  solemnly  and  believingly  eat  and  drink  the 
symbols  of  the  broken  body  and  shed  blood  of  Christ  Jesus  their 
Bedeemer.  Though  there  be*  two  elements,  there  is  but  one 
sacrament :  and  the  power  of  administration  is  not  joint,  but  sev- 
eral :  wherefore  all  the  parts  of  the  sacramental  action  that  ap- 
pertain to  him  who  ministers  in  the  place  of  the  Lord,  appertain 
to  a  single  and  the  same  minister  ;  just  as  in  the  sacrament  of 
baptism.  They  who  worthily  and  with  preparation  of  heart, 
wait  upon  him  who  said,  This  do  in  remembrance  of  me  ;  will 
find  his  promises  fulfilled  unto  them,  to  the  great  peace  and  ed- 
ification of  their  souls.  And  it  may  be  confidently  asserted  that 
the  natural  effects  of  bread  and  wine  upon  those  who  receive 
them  physically,  are  neither  better  assured  nor  more  explicable 
after  their  kind  ;  than  the  gracious  effects  of  the  body  and  blood 
of  Christ  crucified  are,  upon  those  who  receive  them  spiritually, 
afler  their  kind.  For  this  communion  is  a  sacrament  of  the 
Covenant  of  Grace,  under  the  Gospel  dispensation,  instituted 
by  Christ,  wherein  by  the  breaking  and  eating  of  bread  his  brok- 
en body  and  by  pouring  out  and  drinking  wine  his  shed  blood, 
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urc  Bignifled  and  sealed,  togotbcr  with  all  the  boaefits  of  hh  cni^ 
cifixion,  unto  all  who  worthily  commune, 

2;  With  respect  to  each  mdtvidaal  Chris tkn,  thia  sacra maut 
U  the  ineau^  of  a  most  solema,  gracious,  reiteratodi  and  Irri! voca- 
ble dedication  of  himself  to  God  dm  his  God^  and  to  thi3  Lord 
jQsm  Christ  as  Im  Bavioiir.    In  return  he  receives  from  God 
pardori,  holioesa,  light,  streugtlij  comfortj  i^eace,  and  joy  through 
the  divine  ordinance,  wordj  and  Spirit.     Fur  the  crucified  8?iviour 
iu  all  hi^  past  work,  in  all  his  present  power,  and  ia  all  \m  fa* 
tare  glory,  m  BacraineiUally  a^&^ured  herein,  to  the  penitent  aod 
biilieviag  tsinner,  on  whose  behalf  is  God's  eternal  Covenaui  of  J 
Gnice^  find  under  it  the  New  Covenant  which  is  a  testament  m\ 
the  bloutl  of  Christ     With  respect  to  the  whole  company  of  be-j 
lie  vers,  who  are  the  Church  of  the  living  Gotl,  the  Bride  of  the 
Lamb,  aiiil^  the  Body  of  Christ,  we  see  how  this  and  every  other 
gift  of  Iwv  hutiband  and  Lord,  who  gave  himself  for  her  ;  con- 
secrates her  to  hi[iiiit.dfj  and  separates  her  from  a  world  lying  in 
Bin  and  under  the  curse  of  God,     She  had  the  promise  of  her  J 
Saviour,  the  constant  revelation  of  the  will  of  God,  and  the  pres- 
ence of  hifl  Spirit,  before  she  had  any  permanent  sacrament* 
With  the  covenant  of  promise  in  Abrahnnu  came  circumcisioa 
and  her  own  visible  and  separate  existence  ;  with  the  covenant 
of  sacrifice  in  Moses,  a  covenant  in  the  blood  of  beasts,  came 
the  passover,  and  the  written  word,  and  her  more  complete,  and 
ordered,  and  separate  Church  state :  with  the  New  Testament 
in  the  blood  of  Christ,  came  baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper,  the 
complete  and  permanent  revelation  of  the  will  of  God — Christ 
incarnate,  crucified,  risen,  and  glorified,  the  Spirit  poured  out,  and 
all  the  ordinances  of  God,  and  all  the  ascension  gifts  of  Christ, 
peculiar  to  the  Gospel  Church.  All  the  time  it  is  the  elect  of  God, 
the  Bride  of  the  Lamb,  the  Body  of  Christ,  the  Church  of  the 
first-born  whose  names  are  written  in  heaven  :  and  all  are  proofi  of 
eternal,  unalterable,  unsearchable,  divine  love  for  her.     These  are 
sublime  and  infinitely  fruitful  truths.     Upon  the  foundation  they 
establish,  the  whole  doctrine  of  the  Church  must  rest.     What- 
ever will  not  endure  to  be  built  on  them,  can  be  no  portion  of 
the  house  of  God.     Whatever  they  subvert,  is  divinely  subvert- 
ed.    They  guide  us,  from  all  that  concerns  the  humblest  be- 
liever considered  as  a  member  of  Christ,  onward  through  the 
whole  question  of  the  Church,  to  the  highest  generalization  that 
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concerns  the  kingdom  delivered  up  to  the  Father  on  the  LamVs 
Book  of  Life  :  illuminating  the  entire  career  of  the  Church, 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end.  As  soon  as  we  let  them  go,  we 
are  lost  in  darkness,  amidst  the  innumerable  revolutions  of  opin- 
ion, and  the  interminable  disputes  of  men,  concerning  things 
with  regard  to  which  no  opinion  is  of  any  value,  and  about 
which  no  man  can  know  aught  of  any  worth,  except  as  divine 
light  is  shed  upon  them.  Amongst  all  the  benefits  which  Christ's 
faithful  ministers  could  confer  on  his  Church,  none  could  com- 
pare with  a  successful  effort  to  recall  her  completely  to  these 
grand  and  simple  truths^  the  perversion  of  which  has  cost  her 
80  much. 
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ernment  in  their  hands  which  he  has  appointed  therein.  Partly 
for  the  sake  of  brevity,  and  partly  on  account  of  the  indissolublo 
connection  of  the  subjects,  they  will  be  discussed  together. 

1.  As  soon  as  we  conceive  of  society  as  organized,  no  matter 
for  what  purpose,  and  no  matter  how,  there  arises  a  necessity  for 
the  designation,  in  some  manner,  of  persons  to  perform  for  it 
those  offices  which,  whatever,  they  may  be,  society  cannot  per- 
form in  mass,  and  without  the  peiformance  of  which,  society  can- 
not exist.  These  persons  are  officers.  There  is  a  multitude  of 
ways  in  which  they  may  come  into  office  ;  a  multitude  of  condi- 
tions on  which  they  may  hold  office  ;  a  multitude  of  official  duties, 
functions,  powers — very  various,  and  capable  of  being  distributed 
in  numberless  ways.  In  all  these  respects  the  simple,  limited, 
and  powerful  elemental  principles  of  government,  which  I  have 
pointed  out  in  another  place,  are  susceptible  of  endless  variety 
in  their  practical  exhibition  ;  and,  therefore,  government  itself 
is  presented  under  so  many  diverse  aspects.  But  in  every  case, 
under  every  modification,  the  office  bearer  under  every  form  of 
organized  society,  is  the  office  bearer  of  the  society,  and  performs 
its  offices,  for  its  benefit,  and  on  its  behalf.  Otherwise,  he  is  a 
mere  intruder,  usurper,  and  tyrant,  holding  simply,  by  force ; 
whose  acts  do  not  subvert  society,  but  ordinarily  defeat  the  proper 
ends,  and  always  defeat  the  proper  mode  of  its  existence,  until 
he  is  taken  out  of  the  way.  The  apothegm  of  the  despot  who 
said,  I  am  the  State,  was  as  true  as  it  was  insolent.  Neverthe- 
less, there  could  be  no  despot,  if  there  was  no  State  ;  and  the 
powers  he  usurps  are  not  created  by  him,  but  flowing  from  the 
existence  of  society,  are  grasped  and  abused  by  him.  The  Church 
visible  of  Christ  is  subject,  in  these  respects,  to  the  laws  and 
conditions  belonging  to  the  nature  of  all  societies,  organized  out 
of  human  beings.  Every  office  bearer  in  her  bosom,  is  her  officer; 
and  his  existence  is  necessary,  because  the  continuance  and  per- 
fection of  her  own  organized  existence,  depends  on  the  peribrm- 
ance  of  offices,  which  she  cannot  discharge  in  mass.  In  the 
nature  of  the  case,  therefore,  duty  and  power,  obligation  and 
authority,  responsibility  and  control,  go  together.  But,  as  I  have 
before  explained,  the  visible  Church  is  a  society  of  a  peculiar 
kind,  created  in  a  peculiar  manner,  and  for  peculiar  purposes. 
Of  necessity,  therefore,  those  great  principles  and  truths  which 
lie  in  the  nature  of  man  and  of  society,  must  incur,  in  this  pecu- 
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liar  ueie  atid  direction  of  iliem^  Huoh  d  cambi nation  mmi  applkagt^ 
tiou  of  them,  m  tlie  nature  and  end  of  thi&  pecoliai'  «octety  dis 
Uiatid  ;  i^reciselj  tts  in  all  other  cmm  of  their  pmctical  a[)pliD4^| 
tioD,  This  j§  a  society  having  primary  refereuce,  nut  to  this  hut] 
to  a  future  life,  not  to  tcinpaml  hut  to  spintual  tliin|;s  ;  a  soci^tj 
perfectly  free,  (separate  from  the  world,  coGsecmted  to  Christy  i 
m  diviin^ly  t^rohibitcd  from  making  lawa  for  it^alf^  but  require 
to  obey,  to  exponiidj  to  pit>clai!i),  and  to  execute  laurs  given 
it  hy  God.  A  Bocioty  nevortht^lc^B  ;  and  by  consequence 
of  officers  and  ft  govern  iij  en  t  Indeed  it  is  by  far  the  oldest  aodet| 
in  the  world  ;  having  existed  through  sncoessive  dispensationii 
a  visible  forui^  and  in  unbroken  eucceesion,  sinee  the  c^venatil 
of  circumcisiou  was  made  by  God  with  Abraham  ;  and  in  itat  pre- 
sent form  a»  the  Gospel  Chumh,  since  the  day  of  Pentecost*  The 
fact  of  its  organized  and  perpetual  existence^  m  the  most  pi&lpa- 
ble  fact  in  the  public  hi»tury  of  the  human  rac^e  ;  and  the  divine 
authority  for  its  existence,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  in  far 
more  frequently  and  variously  declared  throughout  the  Scriptures, 
than  the  divine  authority  for  anything  else  that  exists* 

2,  This  moat  ancient  and  perrnaneot  society,  coneerniDg  whose 
officers  and  government  we  are  enquiring,  is  not  only  an  onHoanoe 
of  God,  like  the  family j  and  the  State  ;  hut,  as  I  have  abundantly 
proved,  it  is  an  ordinance  resting  absolutely  in  divine  revelation 
and  divine  acts,  having  relations  both  to  God  and  man,  the  whole 
of  which  are  revealed.  It  is  a  society  created  by  the  special  grace 
of  God,  out  of  those  who  are  united  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  by 
means  of  a  divine  regeneration  of  the  Holy  Ghost ;  and  it  is  in- 
tended to  be  the  chief  witness  for  time  and  throughout  eternity, 
to  his  whole  intelligent  Universe.  It  is  the  Kingdom  of  Qt)d, 
which  his  Son,  Messiah  the  Christ,  has  redeemed  with  hb  most 
precious  blood  ;  which  his  divine  Spirit  creates  and  sanctifies ; 
which  the  brethren  of  Christ,  sons  and  heirs  of  God,  compose 
and  hold  forth  as  the  Church  of  the  living  God.  The  relation  of 
the  Son  of  God  to  this  society  is  inexpressibly  close  and  power- 
ful He  is  the  Mediator  between  God  and  men  of  the  Eternal 
Covenant  under  which  it  exists  ;  and  the  Gospel  form  in  which 
it  now  exists,  as  compared  with  its  preceding  forms,  is  in  a  spe- 
cial sense  the  New  Testament  in  his  blood.  To  be  Mediator,  he 
took  their  nature  into  eternal  union  with  his  own  divine  nature; 
and  being  found  in  fashion  as  a  man,  he  humbled  himself  so  as 


CHAP.  ZZXI.]      OFFIOS    BBABSBS  —  QOVEBKMBKT.       619 

to  become  ol)edient  anto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  cross  for 
them.  As  Mediator^  he  is  the  Prophet,  the  Priest,  and  the  King 
of  his  Kingdom ;  by  his  word  and  Spirit  the  Teacher  of  it,  by 
the  sacrifice  of  himself,  the  Redeemer  of  it,  and  now  glorified, 
he  is  the  only  head,  ruler,  and  Lord  of  it.  Nothing  exists  in  it, 
except  according  to  the  will  of  God,  except  through  the  authority 
and  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  except  by  the  effectual  work- 
ing of  the  Holy  Ghost.  It  follows,  that  whatever  office  bearen 
may  appertain  to  this  wonderful  society,  however  they  may  be  its 
officers,  as  I  have  already  explained,  must  be  in  a  still  more  strict 
sense  the  servants,  the  ministers  of  Christ :  and  whatever  gov- 
ernment of  this  Kingdom  may  be  in  the  hands  of  the  servants 
and  ministers  of  Christ,  is  his  government,  administered  in  his 
name  and  for  his  glory.  Undoubtedly  it  is  conceivable  that  offices 
of  various  kinds  might  exist,  and  that  governments  of  various 
kinds  might  also  exist,  as  God  might  see  fit  to  order  his  Kingdom. 
But  it  is  not  conceivable,  under  the  data,  that  offices  should  law- 
fully exist  in  such  a  Kingdom,  or  that  it  should  lawfully  assume 
any  form  of  government,  except  in  the  name,  by  the  authority, 
and  through  the  ordination  of  the  King  eternal,  immortal,  invisi- 
ble. The  more  precisely  it  can  be  shown  what  office  bearers  he 
has  ordained,  and  what  government  in  their  hands,  the  more  un- 
questionable is  the  divine  warrant  for  it  and  for  them.  But  the 
point  now  insisted  on  is  that  most  peculiar  to  this  divine  society, 
namely,  that  its  officers  are  also  officers  of  Christ,  and  its  govern- 
ment in  their  hands  is  also  the  government  of  Christ.  And  how- 
ever clear  and  important  may  be  the  relation  of  all  office  bearers 
and  government  to  the  Church  as  hers  ;  the  relation  of  both  to 
Christ  as  hi8,  is  still  clearer  and  more  important  But  all  this  con- 
cludt'S  both  ways  to  the  divine  authority  of  Church  office  bearers, 
and  Church  government  in  their  hands.  For,  first,  if  the  Church 
he  related  to  Christ  as  his  in  the  sense  shown,  then  necessarily 
her  organization  as  has  been  shown  at  large,  and  by  consequence 
her  officers  and  government  in  their  hands,  are  his — and  so  are 
divine.  And,  secondly,  if  in  additiou,  these  office  bearers  are  his 
Apostles,  bis  Prophets,  his  Pastors,  his  Elders,  his  Deacons,  not 
only  as  they  are  exercising  offices  ordained  by  him,  but  as  they 
are  also  called  and  sent  by  him,  in  their  respective  places  and 
with  their  respective  functions ;  then  if  anything  is  of  divine 
authority,  such  office  bearers  and  government  are. 
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3.  My  ftpnce  does  not  perniit  me  tu  discuiig  of  tlio  nature  ofl 
the  office  l>ear^r8  of  the  Church,  anterior  to  the  founding 
the  GofifH^l  dij*|*onBatron  ;  nor,  desirable  m  it  would  be,  do  I  iu[ 
pOBft  it  to  be  of  absolute  neeeasity  here.  Katbing,  however, 
be  inorecertfiin  than  that  God  (mlled  Abraham,  find  mad*i  the  eofw' 
enant  of  promise  with  hira  ;  tbat  he  called  Mosesj  iind  by  hini 
led  the  li^melites  out  of  Egj pt,  mid  tiiside  with  them  the  covenant 
in  the  btood  of  boaf^ts  in  tho  wildernesa  ;  and  that  tinder  theae 
covenants*,  everything  that  existed  in  tlie  Chijrch  of  Gml  from 
Abrabam  to  the  day  of  Penteeost,  was  exactly  ordered  and  estab- 
lished, and  did  apii^rtain  both  to  God  and  tlic  Churuhj  in  Ifai 
tnanner  I  bave  already  explained.  The  prindplea  establkbaA, 
namely  tbe  divine  origin  of  all  government  in  the  Churah  and  the 
divine  vocation  of  all  who  bear  office  in  it,  had  been  commeniiiiiiiiie 
with  the  whole  existence  of  the  visible  Churchy  from  ita  own  origin 
to  the  day  when  the  Apostles  received  their  complete  unction  fram 
the  Holy  Ghost,  to  execute  in  tbe  name  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  glorified  Savioufj  tbe  whole  power  be  bad  committed  to  tfatm 
tXJDceroiug  hia  Kingdom  in  this  world.  So  far  were  ihma  A  post  W 
from  supposing  that  these  fundamental  principles  were  changdl ; 
they  funifslHd  in  their  own  persons  aod  office^  an  example  not 
less  illustrious  certainly  than  any  that  had  gone  before,  of  the  un- 
alterable perpetuity  of  both  of  them^  and  of  the  foundation  of 
the  Gospel  Church  State  upon  them.  In  which  respects,  those 
great  principles  agree  with  all  others  that  are  fundamental  in  the 
nature  of  God's  Kingdom ;  as  I  have  shown  with  reference  to  tbe 
Sabbath,  the  Sacraments,  the  associated  ideas  of  sacrifice  and 
priesthood,  and  every  other  great  ordinance  of  Orod  which  I  have 
had  occasion  to  discuss.  It  took  many  years  and  unquestionable 
miracles  to  make  tho  Apostles  understand,  that  the  Gentile  world 
were  to  partake  with  the  seed  of  Abraham  of  the  blessings  of  the 
Gospel ;  and  many  more  years  and  miracles  to  make  them  see, 
that  the  Gentiles  were  entitled  to  partake  of  these  blessings,  free 
from  the  yoke  which  more  ancient  covenants  had  imposed  ;  and 
many  more  years,  and  the  most  wonderful  interpositions  of  God, 
to  make  the  Jewish  converts  understand  that  Jesus  had  released 
them  also  from  the  same  bondage.*  Within  these  years  the  Gos- 
pel had  been  planted,  and  Christian  Churches  organized,  and 
numberless  office  bearers  ordained,  and  Church  courts  constituted 
*  Acts,  xxL  17-25;  GaL,  Ul  pcunm. 
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in  Jernsalem,  in  all  Jndea,  and  in  Samaria,  and  accordiDg  to  the 
order  prescribed  by  Christ ;  and  the  work  for  all  the  world  which 
was  to  follow,  had  already  spread  widely.  The  very  question  of 
Gentile  circumcision,  to  which  I  have  already  alluded,  was  decided, 
by  a  synod  of  Apostles  and  Elders,  before  which  Paul  and  Bar- 
nabas and  certain  other  men  appeared  to  represent  the  Churches 
of  Antioch.  Already  the  government  of  the  Church  was  fully  in 
operation,  already  its  office  bearers  were  determined  and  estab- 
lished everywhere,  before  a  Gentile  idea  had  found  entrance  into 
its  bosom,  or  those  grand  and  long  descended  ideas  of  God's  in- 
timate power  and  personal  presence,  had  changed  even  their  col- 
ouring in  the  Jewish  miud.  Nay,  when  we  enter  this  Christian 
tribunal  which  determined  this  question,  in  which  was  involved 
the  fate  of  the  Church  and  of  the  Gentile  world  ;  the  very  name 
of  the  office  bearers  carries  us  back  to  Moses,  back  to  the  Patri-  . 
uchs.  Elders,  who  were  rulers  always,  since  God  had  a  Church 
visible  on  earth,  whose  title  was  always  familiar  where  God  had  a 
people :  Elders  sit,  counsel,  decide,  with  the  Apostles.'  And  it  may 
be  added  that  this  great  tribunal  of  Apostles  and  Elders,  citing  the 
example  of  Moses,  reduced  their  decrees  to  writing  that  they  might 
be  read  everywhere,  and  sent  them  to  Antioch  by  Judas  surnamed 
Barsabas,  and  Silas,  chief  men  among  the  brethren,  and  chosen 
men  of  their  own  company,  along  with  Paul  and  Barnabas.  These 
written  decrees,  received  with  great  joy  by  the  multitude  of  breth- 
ren in  Antioch,  were  delivered  by  Paul  himself,  accompanied  by 
Timothy,  to  all  the  Churches  in  the  cities  scattered  throughout 
Syria  and  Cilicia,  Phrygia  and  Galatia,  as  decrees  for  to  keep, 
that  were  ordained  of  the  Apostles  and  Elders  which  were  at  Je- 
rusalem ;*  which  service  immediately  preceded  his  first  entrance 
with  the  blessed  Gospel,  upon  the  continent  of  Europe,  about 
the  twentieth  year  after  the  crucifixion. 

4.  Here  then  are  the  two  objects  of  our  enquiry,  set  palpably 
before  us  by  the  divine  record  ;  office  bearers,  and  a  government 
in  their  hands.  Concerning  the  government  itself,  the  most 
important  and  fundamental  truths  lie  on  the  face  of  the  narra- 
tive. It  is  a  government  whose  authority  extends  over  the  whole 

»Gen.,L7;  Ex.. iiL  16-18;  iv.  29-31 ;  Lev., iv.  13-31 ;  Numb.,  xL  24-31 ;  Psalm 
cril  32;  Joel,  i.  14,  16 ;  il  15-17;  Matt.,  zrl  21;  xzrii  12;  xxviil  12;  AotB|  zL. 
29,  30  *,  ziY.  23 ;  zr.  pasaim  ;  xyL  4. 

«  Acta,  XV.  19-22,  30-il ;  xvl  1-9. 
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Clirlsf  ian  world.  It  is  a  tribanal  whose  decision  has  been  sotigfet 
hj  the  remote  Cliurches  of  a  great  Gentile  city ;  which  being  ron* 
vened,  accepts  the  reference  to  it  without  hesitation^  and  detib- 
erates  od  the  question  as  one  proper  fur  it  to  determine  ;  which 
rend  em  its  uuthoritative  decisian  in  writing,  and  sends  that  de- 
cUion  in  the  form  of  a  decree  to  the  Churches  immediately 
concerned.  The  same  written  decree  is  immediatelj  circulated 
tlirou^hotit  all  the  surrounding  nation  8^  the  great  Apostle  (jf  the 
Oifntilea  who  had  brought  the  question  to  the  supreme  tribnntl, 
being  conspicuouBly  active  in  delj?ering  it  to  the  scattered 
Cliurches  in  many  States  of  the  East ;  and  it  was  everywhere 
delivered  J  everywhere  received ,  as  a  decree  ordainodj  and  as  nmh 
to  be  kept ;  ortlained  by  the  Apostles  and  Elders  who  convened 
at  Jerusalomj  to  he  kept  throughout  the  Christian  Chureb*  It 
had  been  deternuned  loii^  before,  in  the  great  ease  at  Ciesareaj 
that  Gentileg  may  he  baptized  :  hut  the  manner  of  that  decision 
18  not  formally  reconlcd/  Now  it  must  be  dectdcdj  and  the  con- 
duct of  Peter  himself  at  Antioch,  and  the  supposed  ncniples  of 
James  J  i:jnd  the  teaching  of  certain  men  who  came  from  Judea  to 
Antioch,  obliged  tlie  Church  to  settle,  whether  or  not  a  Gentile^ 
even  though  baptized,  can  he  saved  except  he  he  cirenmcised 
after  the  manner  of  Moses.'  And  the  Church  by  its  highest  tri- 
bunal does  settle  it,  and  the  Church  through  all  her  borders  re- 
ceives it  as  settled,  and  all  succeeding  ages  accept  the  settlement, 
that  day  made  at  Jerusalem  ;  that  there  never  was  such  a  Chris- 
tian doctrine,  as  that  a  Gentile  could  not  be  saved  unless  he  kept 
the  law  of  Moses.  We  do  not  know  precisely,  how  many  Apos- 
tles sat  in  this  Church  court ;  all,  doubtless,  who  were  at  Jerusa- 
lem. Certainly  Peter,  who  after  much  disputing  by  others,  de- 
livered his  brief  and  massive  decision,  ending  with  the  words,  We 
believe  that  through  the  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  we  shall 
be  saved,  even  as  they.  James  also  sat  in  the  body  ;  and  after 
hearing  all,  stated  his  judgment  briefly,  closing  it  with  these  words. 
My  sentence  is  that  we  trouble  not  them  which  from  among  the 
Gentiles  are  turned  unto  God.  Paul  and  Barnabas  were  probably 
members  of  the  synod  ;  at  any  rate  they  urged  it  to  the  conclu- 
sion it  reached,  by  declaring  what  miracles  and  wonders  God  had 
wrought  among  the  Gentiles  by  them.  As  for  the  Elders  pres- 
ent, we  know  only  that  Barnabas  and  Silas  were  two  ;  and  that 

»  Acta,  xi.  1-18.  •  GoL,  il  11-14;  Acta,  xv.  1,  2. 
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the  number  of  them  was  so  great,  as  to  be  called  a  multitude. 
The  argument  of  Peter  was,  that  this  question  had  already  been 
decided  by  GU>d,  and  that  it  was  merely  to  tempt  him,  to  treat  it 
otherwise.  The  argument  of  James  was,  that  the  prophets  had 
foretold  the  call  of  the  G(entiles  ;  and  that  Peter's  statement  was 
in  accordance  with  their  predictions.  The  argument  of  Paul  and 
Barnabas  was,  the  actual  miraculous  demonstration  of  the  will 
of  Qod.  The  result  reached  was  unanimous,  joyful,  also,  not  only 
to  the  Apostles  and  Elders,  but  to  the  brethren  also,  nay,  to  the 
whole  Church.  Let  it  be  added,  that  everythiug  that  was  said  and 
done,  ayowed  or  assumed  that  they  were  acting  by,  and  under,  the 
authority  of  God,  seeking  to  know  his  will,  and  when  known  to  en- 
force it ;  all  has  express  reference  to  Jesus ;  and  the  formal  conclu- 
sion is.  It  seemed  good  to  the  Holy  Ghost  and  to  us\  I  forbear  to 
urge  farther,  that  the  court  decreed  as  well  what  the  Gentile  Church 
must  do,  as  what  they  need  not  do ;  the  very  form  of  their  words, 
— To  lay  upon  you  no  greater  burden  than  these  necessary  things, 
— showing  the  sense  they  had  of  the  power  of  the  synod,  and  of 
the  force  of  its  decrees.  But  let  us  note  in  addition  to  what  has 
been  said,  that  this  tribunal  had  obviously  no  connection  with 
any  authority  civil  or  sacred,  either  of  the  Jewish  people  or  of 
the  Soman  Empire  ;  that  it  was  manifestly  constituted  of  a  sin- 
gle body  made  up  of  Apostles  and  Elders,  not  of  two  chambers 
or  houses,  of  which  Apostles  composed  one  and  Elders  the  other ; 
that  according  to  all  the  intimations  of  the  narrative,  as  well  as 
all  the  probabilities  of  the  case,  the  number  of  Elders  present 
far  exceeded  the  number  of  Apostles  present ;  that  as  members 
of  this  synod,  the  right  to  sit,  to  deliberate,  and  to  decide,  was 
equally  complete  in  both  classes  of  its  members ;  and,  finally, 
that  a  clear  and  decisive  example  of  this  sort,  in  which  James, 
and  Peter,  and  Paul  were  the  chief  actors,  and  such  fellow  labour- 
ers as  Barnabas,  and  Barsabas,  and  Silas  took  part,  and  the  body 
of  Elders,  at  Jerusalem  sat  as  members,  and  the  whole  Church 
of  Christ  approved,  and  the  Holy  Ghost  endorsed  :  must  be  con- 
sidered conclusive.  Conclusive  that  there  was  a  government  in 
the  Christian  Church  in  the  days  of  the  Apostles  ;  that  it  was 
in  the  hands  of  the  Apostles  and  Elders  ;  that  it  was  indepen- 
dent of  all  human  authority,  coextensive  with  the  whole  Church, 
and  had  jurisdiction  of  the  doctrine,  the  practice,  the  life,  and 

>  Acts,  XY.  1-29. 
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ter<»s^t  of  the  whole  body  considered  as  a  spiritual  fiociwtf  ; ' 
aird  that  the  %vho!e  was  in  the  namej  aiid  hy  the  anlhonty  of  the 
Lard  JesuH  Clvn«t,  Leaving  out  the  parts  of  the  case  which  i 
were  miraculous,  extmordinaryj  local  and  transitory,  the  grand] 
nnd  permanent  truths  which  were  settled  by  means  of  those  eJo-j 
mentfl,  remain  perpetually,  The  goverameat  by  tribi]Djilfl||! 
the  Elder^j  the  jurisdiction,  the  multitudinous  congregations,  th«l 
unity  of  the  whole  Chnrehj  thtt  mipremacy  over  all  of  the  tribu*^ 
nal  which  embmees  nil,  the  exclusive  spirituality,  complete  scpii-  | 
ration  from  the  world^  and  abwhite  authority  of  Christ  :  all  tbii 
abideSj  and  has  been  constantly  manifest  in  the  Gospel  Chtiicli|.1 
exactly  in  proportion  to  its  own  fidelity  to  its  divine  Lord, 

5.  So  Far  concerniog  the  Govemrnent :  nextj  briefly^  coueorQ*! 
ing  the  office  bearers  in  whose  hands  it  ii^  :  and  of  the  U 
classes^  the  Apostles  first.  The  Saviour  near  the  commcDcementJ 
of  his  public  ministry,  chose  twelve  of  his  diseiplesj  who  receivedl 
the  name  of  Apostles,  to  be  his  constant  companions.  One  of 
them  betrayed  him,  and  then  hanged  himself  The  hundred  and] 
twenty  Disciples  who  met  in  Jerusalem,  chose  another  in  hiil 
place,  Bometime  between  the  final  ascension  of  the  risen  Saviour 
nnd  the  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Ghost  on  the  day  of  Pentecost. 
It  is  admitted  on  aU  hands,  that  the  glorified  Redeemer  miracu- 
lously added  Paul  to  the  company ;  and  many  suppose  that  Bar- 
nabas was  also  of  the  number.  Some  allege  that  others,  perhaps 
many  others,  were  also  Apostles  ;  about  which  I  shall  not  enquire 
here,  as  it  is  not  material  to  the  matter  before  us.  Whoever 
were  true  Apostles  of  the  Lord,  bad,  of  course,  Apostolic  power, 
rights,  and  fitness,  divinely  bestowed  on  them.  For  they  were 
persons  expressly  and  individually  chosen  by  Christ,  to  be  wit- 
nesses for  him,  concerning  his  life,  his  miracles,  his  doctrine,  his 
crucifixion,  his  resurrection,  and  his  glory ;  expressly  chosen  to 
preach  his  gospel  of  salvation  and  cause  it  to  be  preached,  to  the 
whole  family  of  man  ;  and  to  make  known  and  cause  to  be  made 
known  in  all  nations,  always,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world,  all 
things  whatsoever  he  had  commanded  them.  To  these  men,  even 
during  his  own  ministry,  he  gave  miraculous  powers,  and  bade 
them  freely  use  them,  in  confirmation  of  all  he  bade  them  preach.* 
He  •appointed  unto  them  a  kingdom,  even  as  his  Father  had  ap- 
pointed unto  him  :'  he  gave  them  unlimited  authority  to  set  it 

*  Matt,  X,  passim,  •  Luke,  YTrii-  24-80. 
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up  and  to  establish  it — ^to  open  and  to  shut  it — to  form  aod  to 
administer  it  :^  he  promised  and  he  sent  the  Holy  Qhost  upon 
them,  to  fit  them  every  way  for  their  divine  work,  both  by  his 
ordinary  and  extraordinary  work  with  and  in  them,  and  by  his 
continual  work  as  the  Comforter  of  all  those  who  should  believe 
on  him,  and  as  the  Reprover  of  the  world  itself :'  and  to  crown 
all,  he  promised  to  be  with  them  himself  in  the  plenitude  of  his 
infinite  power,  always,  everywhere,  and  to  i-etum  again,  personally 
and  in  boundless  glory,  when  the  dispensation  of  his  kingdom 
committed  to  their  hands,  had  reached  the  point  for  his  second 
coming,  then  hidden  in  the  bosom  of  the  Father.'  These  are  the 
men,  three  of  whom  certainly,  and  possibly  more,  were  connected 
with  the  synod  whose  nature  has  just  been  considered  ;  to  which, 
by  their  participation  and  approbation,  they  gave,  both  as  to  its 
substance  and  its  form,  its  nature,  organization,  and  acts,  the 
whole  weight  of  Apostolical,  that  is  of  divine  authority.  It  is 
not,  however,  disputed  by  any,  that  the  Apostles  were  completely 
authorized  and  fitted  to  create  a  government  for  the  Grospel 
Church ;  nor  that  whatever  government  they  did  create,  was  in 
their  hands,  wholly  or  in  part.  That  Elders  had  part  with  them 
in  the  government  they  actually  established,  is  as  indisputable 
as  the  divine  record.  So  that  even  if  the  Apostolic  office  is  per- 
manent in  the  Gospel  Church,  the  exclusion  of  Elders  from  this 
participation  with  the  Apostles,  now  existing,  would  be  a  gross 
impiety.  For  if  no  such  Elders  exist  to  share  the  government 
of  the  Church  with  these  living  Apostles,  according  to  the  man- 
ner ordained  by  God  ;  this  is  an  immense  and  impious  revolution. 
But  if  such  Elders  do  exist,  and  are  excluded  by  these  living 
Apostles,  this  is  an  atrocious  usurpation  and  tyranny  united.  If 
added  to  one  or  both  of  these  outrages,  these  living  Apostles  are 
mere  intruders  into  an  office  that  has  no  longer  any  existence, 
then  whatever  government  may  be  in  their  hands,  is  doubly  im- 
pious; for  it  exists  by  first  dispossessing  those  to  whom  it 
rightly  appertains,  and  then  giving  it  to  those  who  arc  guilty 
of  imposture  even  in  what  they  pretend  to  be.  After  that, 
it  was  natural  to  ravage  and  poUute  the  Church  which  had 
been  betrayed — to  deny  and  insult  the  Saviour  who  had  been 

*  Mark,  xvi.  13-21 ;  xviiL  15-20;  John,  xx.  19-25. 

'  ActB,  1 8 ;  iL  passim ;  x. passim;  Luke,  xxiv.  44-53 ;  Jolin,  xiv. ;  xv. ;  xtI. 

•  Acts,  I  1-11 ;  Matt,  xxviii.  18-20 ;  xxv.  31-46 ;  xxiv.  36-41  •  Mark.  xiiL  32-37. 
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defied*  That  tbo  Apo*!toliejU  office  was  extmordmary,  aadj 
itarer  design  ed  by  Cbriat  to  he  perraaneot  in  the  Cliurcli,^ 
in  every  way  clear :  and  L*ven  if  it  were  not,  it  m  every  way  clea 
tb*t  thoBO  now  clairaiiig  to  be  Apostles,  are  itnptrntor^  Becftosi 
if  they  are  Apostles  they  must  be  so  either  by  a  lawful  Toimtioil] 
of  the  people  of  God,  like  other  permanent  Qffice  bearers,  wbic 
voeatkin  noue  of  them  have,  or  even  pretend  to  have  :  or  the 
mil  At  be  ao  by  official  succession  from  the  original  Apostle^i^ 
which  none  of  them  cuu  produce  the  slightest  e?ideiice  timt  the} 
poft^ct^H;  and  which  it  can  be  clearly  showo  it  h  historically  im<t 
possible  that  they  should  possess  ;  or  they  mu8t  he  so  by  iiitr 
ulous  vocation  of  God>  to  fissert  which j  besidi?!^  the  imposture  i 
it,  iN^  considering  whom  they  are,  equally  an  iii8uf t  to  the 
mon  miiBQ  of  men,  and  to  the  tnajcj^ty  of  God,  Bat,  in  effecl^^ 
the  Apostolic  office  had  no  sueb  succession  as  is  alleged  :  hecatiee 
whatever  succession  appcrtarns  to  the  Church  is  not  hy  office 
bearerti  but  by  the  Church  itm^lf,  wliich  is  the  Body  of  him  n 
is  the  ruler  of  the  universe.  By  the  vocation  of  God,  asccrtiiit 
in  the  manuer  I  will  disclose,  the  permanent  offices  ordained 
God,  are  filled  from  age  to  age.  No  perpetual  sutxesaion  apper- 
tains to  the  Church  itself,  in  any  other  sense  than  that  God  has 
always  had,  and  always  will  have,  a  Church  in  this  world  ;  bul 
where,  amongst  what  people,  and  how  connected  with  preceding 
generations  under  the  Gospel  dispensation,  is  matter  of  sover- 
eign grace,  and  not  of  succession.  Moreover  the  very  nature  of 
the  Apostolic  office,  namely,  with  plenary  power  and  fitness  to 
eet  up  and  establish  a  new  dispensation  of  the  Church  of  God  ; 
makes  it  as  obvious  that  Peter  had  no  successor,  as  that  Abro* 
ham  had  none,  and  that  Moses  had  none.  And  every  Apostolic 
duty  is  of  that  nature,  that  it  requires  for  its  discharge  such  ex- 
traordinary operations  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  as  have  ceased  from 
the  Church  for  nearly  eighteen  centuries  :  and  the  Scriptures 
are  not  only  profoundly  silent  touching  any  continuance  of  this 
office  pennanently  in  the  Church,  but  they  assert  that  impostors 
cidling  themselves  Apostles  will  arise,  and  command  us  to  reject 
tliem,  and  pmise  those  who  had  already  before  the  death  of  the 
last  Apostle,  tried  some  of  them  and  found  them  liars.*  If 
however,  there  could  be  any  doubt  to  any  sincere  enquirer  after 
truth — the  word  of  God  has  laid  down  three  marks  of  a  true 

*  »  Rev.,  u,  2;  1  John,  «v.  1 ;  Matt.,  xxiv.  3-5,  25,  26. 
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Apostle,  by  the  union  of  all  of  which  he  who  claims  to  be  one, 
must  make  that  claim  good.    First,  an  Apostle  must  be  a  trae 
lover  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  his  faithful  disciple  in  good  report 
and  ill  report.'     Secondly,  he  must  be  able  to  verify  his  claim  by 
working  miracles.*    Thirdly,  he  must  have  personally  seen  the 
Lord  Jesus,  so  as  to  be  personally,  and  of  his  own  knowledge,  a 
witness  of  his  resurrection.*     If  now  it  be  alleged,  that  inas- 
much as  the  government  was  in  the  hands  of  Apostles  and  El- 
ders, the  ceasing  of  the  Apostolic  office  would  abolish  the  gov- 
emment,  by  putting  an  end  to  the  chief  element  of  it ;  the 
answer  is  very  easy.     The  government,  whatever  it  might  be, 
was  created  by  the  Apostles  ;  that  they  took  part  in  its  admin- 
istration during  their  lives,  has  been  proved  ;  that  they  intended 
to  perpetuate  the  Apostolic  office,  has  been  disproved  :  the 
two  remaining  solutions  are,  first  that  they  designed  the  govern- 
ment to  be  temporary  and  to  cease  with  their  office — which  ib 
absurd  in  itself,  and  wholly  unsupported  by  the  word  of  God  ; 
and  secondly,  that  they  designed  the  permanent  government  of 
the  Church  to  be  by  courts  composed  exclusively  of  Elders.  This 
is  precisely  what  they  did  intend,  and  what  they  actually  did : 
which  I  will  prove  in  its  place.    The  Greek  words  for  these  El- 
ders and  those  courts  composed  of  them,  are  as  nearly  as  possible, 
transferred  into  English,  in  the  ordinary  words  used  to  express 
them.     The  permanent  government  of  the  Church  is  by  Presby^ 
teryy  composed  of  Presbyters.^    That  the  Apostles  should  take 
part  in  the  administration  of  this  government  formed  by  them- 
selves, designed  to  be  perpetual  and  universal,  rapidly  extend- 
ing itself  over  every  quarter  of  the  earth,  and  embracing  Jews, 
Samaritans,  and  Gentiles,  a  vast  heterogeneous  multitude  of  peo- 
ples^  differing  in  all  things  but  their  common  discipleship  to 
Jesus  ;  seems  to  me  to  offer  the  only  assurance  of  its  successful 
establishment,  unless  the  first  generation  of  believers  had  all 
been  inspired.      That  their  office  justified  what  they  did,  can 
hardly  be  questioned.    If  it  should  be  questioned,  however,  it 
could  avail  nothing,  because  it  would  be  further  necessary  to 
show  that  the  Apostolic  office  was  inconsistent  not  only  with 
such  a  use  of  it,  but  also  inconsistent  with  the  actual  holding  of 

» John,  xxl  14-17 ;  Luke,  xxii.  25-29. 

•  Acta,  it  42 ;  Rom.,  xr.  16-20 ;  2  Cor.,  xiL  11-13. 

•  Acta,  i.  8,  21-26;  iv.  33;  John,  xv.  26,  27  ;  1  Cor.,  xr.  1-10 ;  ix.  1,  2. 
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the  aclditimifil  office  of  Elder  at  the  mme  time.     But  iJiat  ueter 

can  !i^^  shown ;  for  two  at  least  anion e^t  the  niwt  eminent  of 
them,  have  dechired  that  tht^j  wen)  Elders  ihemecjlves  ;  aod  &11 
may  have  been,  Peter  m\j»^  The  Elder*  whi^h  «rt3  omongit 
:  HW  I  exhort,  who  am  also  an  ElJer,  and  a  witnew*  uf  the  nnffet^ 
iag^  of  Chrijit,  and  also  a  partali*'r  of  tho  glon^  that  nhnll  be  re- 
railfid,^  John  cominences  two  of  his  Epbtlcj*  by  nailing  hiruselfi 
The  Elder.'  For  my  own  part,  however,  I  consider  it  past  dit- 
pute  that  the  Apostolic  office  eni braced  nnlinntud  Church  |>ow«r; 
and  nothing  mn  be  raore  certain,  than  that  the  Apo«Hcs  exer-* 
ciseii  it  all,  fnim  the  highest  to  the  lowest. 

6.  I  will  now  exatnine  the  nature  of  the  office  held  by  thfii 
BldctB  who,  along  with  the  ApoatleSj  constituted  the  iynod  met  | 
at  Jcmsnlcni,  which  has  been  examined.  As  in  the  preceding 
portions  of  this  en<|uiryj  so  here  a  clear  cose  made  and  ei^ted . 
throngh  dirine  inspirationj  sball  guide  iia  If  any  one  ever  ktiew:  I 
what  A  Christian  Elder  wag^  the  Apietle  Pet<?r  certainly  did.  Hit 
First  General  Epistle,  towards  the  close  of  Im  evcntfnl  and  glen , 
rions  life,  is  tims  dedicated,  Peter  an  Apoatto  of  Jesus  Christ,  tfl 
the  strangers  scattered  thronghout  Pontits,  Qalatiaj  Cappmlocta^ 
A^tlu,  !ind  Bithynia,  f^lr^^^t  nir^nnlin*  ti^  tTv*  fdrnlininvL^lir*  nf God 
the  Father,  through  sanctification  of  the  Spirit,  unto  obedienoe 
and  sprinkling  of  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ ;  Grace  unto  you  and 
peace  be  multiplied.  In  the  latter  part  of  this  Epistle  he  ad- 
dresses the  Elders  of  these  widely  scattered  saints^  and  equally 
all  the  Elders  on  earth  to  the  end  of  time,  in  the  manner  follow- 
ing :  The  Elders  which  are  among  you  I  exhort,  who  am  also  an 
Elder,  and  a  witness  of  the  sufferings  of  Christ,  and  also  a  par- 
taker of  the  glory  that  shall  be  revealed.  Feed  the  flock  of  Qod 
which  is  among  you,  taking  the  oversight  thereof,  not  by  con- 
straint but  willingly  ;  not  for  filthy  lucre,  but  of  a  ready  mind  ; 
neither  as  being  lords  over  God's  heritage,  but  being  ensamples  to 
the  flock.  And  when  the  chief  Shepherd  shall  appear,  ye  shall 
receive  a  crown  of  glory  that  fadeth  not  away.'  These  state- 
ments hardly  admit  of  being  misunderstood.  The  predominant 
ideas  are,  the  chief  Shepherd,  his  flock,  and  the  office  bearers 
specially  exhorted  :  it  is  Christ,  and  his  widely  scattered  Church, 
and  his  under  Shepherds  who  are  her  Elders.  This  flock  of  Christ 
are  called  the  elect  of  God,  they  are  said  to  be  redeemed  by 
I  1  Peter,  iv.  1.  •  2  John,  1 ;  3  Jolui,  1.  *  1  Peter,  i.  1,  3;  v.  1-3. 
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Christ,  to  be  sanctified  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  to  wulk  in  new 
obedience:  they  are  the  flock  of  God,  the  heritage  of  God, 
Christ  being  the  chief  Shepherd,  and  the  officers  whom  Peter  ex- 
horts being,  according  to  the  force  and  sense  of  the  terms  he 
uses,  Elders,  that  is  Presbyters  of  the  flock,  a  title  shared  with 
Peter,  Shepherds  of  it,  a  title  shared  with  Christ,  and  as  such 
Bishops  of  it,  teachers  of  it  and  rulers  of  it  under  the  great 
Teacher,  the  great  King  Jesus.  They  feed  the  flock ;  they 
have  the  oversight  of  the  flock ;  they  are  its  teachers,  its  rulers, 
its  pastors,  its  bishops,  all  under  the  one  name — Elders.*  They 
were  not  appointed  of  God  to  lord  it  over  his  heritage,  but 
to  be  examples  to  his  flock.  They  must  not  take  the  oversight 
of  it  through  any  constraint  upon  the  flock,  but  by  its  willing 
consent :  the  great  doctrine  of  Vocation.  They  must  not  enter 
upon  this  work  for  filthy  lucre,  but  from  zeal.  And  the  second 
coming  of  the  Lord,  and  their  crown  of  unfading  glory  to  be  re- 
ceived at  that  time,  are  the  motives  suggested  for  their  fidelity. 
If,  therefore,  we  may  rely  upon  this  Apostle,  a  Christian  Elder, 
to  whom  the  permanent  adu)inistration  of  the  government  of  the 
Christian  Church  belongs,  is  a  Presbyter,  who  by  his  connection 
with  the  flock  is  Pastor  and  Bishop,  and  whose  functions  are  to 
teach  and  rule  ;  who  is  forbidden  to  lord  it  over  the  flock,  or  even 
to  intrude  into  it,  but  is  commanded  to  be  an  example  to  it. 
Peter's  words  do  not  admit  of  any  other  sense :  and  what  he 
teaches  corresponds  with  everything  taught  elsewhere  by  the 
Holy  Ghost :  insomuch  that  it  may  be  confidently  asserted  not 
an  intimation  can  be  found  throughout  the  Scriptures,  that  any 
one  who  is  not  a  Presbyter,  has  any  power  of  rule,  since  the 
Apostolic  office  ceased,  in  the  Gospel  Church.  His  generic  title 
is  Presbyter — Elder — which  is  specifically  significative  of  his  power 
of  rule  ;  and  the  officer,  the  idea,  and  the  mode  of  expressing 
both,  according  to  the  various  tongues,  have  been  a  part  of  the 
inheritance  of  the  Church  of  God  under  every  dispensation,  since 
it  had  a  visible  existence.  Being  Presbyter  he  is  ruler  ;  having 
the  cure  of  souls  he  is  Bishop  ;  having  charge  of  a  particular 
flock  he  is  Pastor  and  Teacher.  Thus,  to  take  another  example 
from  another  Apostle,  Paul  as  he  went  up  to  Jerusalem,  proba- 
bly for  the  last  time,  passing  from  Macedonia,  touched  at  Miletus, 
in  Asia  Minor,  and  sent  to  Ephesus  and  called  the  Elders  of  the 
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Chufdi.     His  exhortation  to  them  is  preserved  in  the  narrative 
of  the  affecting  transaction  ;  in  the  course  of  which  he  spoke  thc^jse 
worda  to  them :  Take  heed  therefore  to  yourselves,  and  to  nil  the 
flock  over  which  the  Holy  Ghost  has  made  you  overseers,  to  ft*od 
the  Church  of  God,  which  he  has  purchased  with  bis  blofxl/ 
Now,  here  m  a  ooDgregiitiou  of  believers  at  Epht^aus,  whom  God 
had  purchased  with  his  own  bloody  to  the  aggregate  body  of  whom 
Paul  applies  two  Greek  words,  translated  hy  the  two  EDglinh 
w^orda  church  and  flock*     The  persons  he  sent  for,  are  described 
by  two  Greek  phrases,  one  of  which  is  rendered  by  the  words^  the 
Elders  of  Church,  the  word  for  Ehler  being  the  only  Greek  word , 
for  Presbyter  ;  and  the  other  is  rendcrc*d  by  the  wotda,  the  fli)cn 
over  which  the  Holy  Ghost  has  mmie  you  overaoerg,  the  word  foi^ 
overseer  being  the  only  Greek  word  for  Bisbop.'(-    The  charge  hi 
givea  therfl  is,  to  take  heed  to  themselves  and  to  all  the  floel 
and  to  feed  the  Church  of  God,     We  loim,  therefore,  the  sam^ 
things  from  Paul,  as  before  from  Peter»    God  bad  a  Church 
Ephesus,  which,  like  all  his  other  Churches,  had  office  Ivearcrs  inj 
it,  called  Elders  or  Presbyters,  who  were  Overseers  or  Bishop9 
who  were  placed  by  the  Holy  Ghost  over  thiu  flock  or  Church  to' 
take  car©  of  it,  and  feed  it ;  that  is,  to  ba  its  Pasttors,  Bighops, 
Teachers,  Rulers,     Without  multiplying  proofs  of  what  seems  to 
be  made  clear  and  certain— namely,  the  nature  of  the  office  held 
by  these  Eld  era  ;  I  will  add  one  great  and  permauent  pecnliarity 
of  the  office,  not  disclosed  particuhirly  in  the  passages  I  have  cited, 
but  involved  in  them,  and  ueccssiiTy  to  be  clearly  understood. 
The  Jewish  Biinhedrim,  called  in  Greek  Suncdrion  {l.vvt6pin¥) 
and  in  English  Synod,  was  established  by  Moses  by  the  express 
command  of  God,  in  the  hands  (jf  seventy  of  the  Elders  of  Israel  ;' 
and  existed  throughout  the  Jewish  dispensation  as  the  supreme 
tribunal,  both  civil  and  ecclesiastical ;    being  in  full  exercise 
during  the  ministry  of  Christ  and  his  Apostles,  till  the  total 
destruction  of  the  Jewish  commonwealth.     In  the  times  of  our 
Saviour  and  his  Apostles,  the  chief  priests  and  scribes  sat  in  this 
body  with  the  Elders,  who  were  still  its  chief  element :'    the 
whole  matter,  though  frequently  alluded  to,  being  unnecessarily 
obscured  in  our  version  by  using  the  word  council^  instead  (^ 

*  Acta,  XX,  17,  28.  ♦  EjcAi^mi — woiftvtow, 

f  Twf  n^jfMlivTepovc  eKKAtjaia^ ; — ev  (ft  vfia^  to  nvtvfia  ro  ayiov  eStro  nrc9icoiro«i. 
«  Lev.,  xi.  16-30  •  Matt,  xxvl  29 ;  Luke,  xxiL  66. 
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synocL  In  the  body  of  the  Christian  Elders,  from  their  first  ex- 
istence, all  without  exception  were  rulers,  as  I  have  proved.  But 
a  new  function  manifested  itself  amongst  these  Elders,  unknown 
to  those  of  the  Jews  ;  the  pjreat  function  of  preaching  the  cross 
of  Christ,  as  the  power  of  Gk)d,  and  of  a  divine  stewardship  of 
those  mysteries  of  God  which  stand  immediately  related  to  the 
great  work  of  proclaiming  the  Gospel  to  every  creature.  To 
meet  this  glorious  exigency,  many  expedients  presented  them- 
selves. The  one  adopted  by  the  Apostles  was  the  simplest  and 
the  most  effectuaL  The  whole  body  of  Elders  was  divided  upon 
this  new  function  into  two  classes,  one  of  which  should  perform 
it  in  addition  to  all  other  iunctions,  and  the  other  should  unite 
with  them  as  before  in  the  performance  of  all  other  functions  of 
the  Elder's  office.  The  designation  of  individual  Elders  to  one 
or  other  class,  as  well  as  the  call  of  them  all,  might  at  first  have 
been  miraculous,  or  might  have  been  personal  by  the  Apostles  as 
theirs  had  been  by  Christ.  Permanently,  it  must  all  be  through 
vocation  of  God's  people,  and  by  ordination  ;  the  fact  of  such  a 
distinction  as  I  have  pointed  out,  being  the  main  thing  here. 
The  dispensation  of  Sacrifices  had  ended,  and  with  it  the  cere- 
monial law  on  one  side,  and  on  the  other  the  order  of  the  priest- 
hood, the  essence  of  whose  office  it  was  to  ofier  sacrifice.  But 
the  Church  stood  not  only,  but  passed  into  a  far  higher  state  ; 
and  every  permanent  gift  which  God  had  bestowed  on  her,  from 
the  foundation  of  the  world,  stood  forth  only  the  more  distinctly 
as  all  that  was  temporary  disappeared.  The  Elders  of  the  people 
were  one  of  these  gifts,  older  than  the  call  of  Moses,  which  he 
found  and  by  the  command  of  God  organized  ;  which  the  Apos- 
tles found,  and  in  like  manner  organized,  as  I  have  shown  ;  in  all 
instances  the  form  of  organization  being  responsive  to  the  form 
of  each  successive  dispensation.  In  the  Gospel  dispensation, 
Church  power  is  subject  to  the  profound  distinction  which  both 
the  examples  I  have  just  expounded  involve  and  suggest,  namely 
the  distinction  between  ruling  and  teaching  :  which  distinction 
in  the  power,  must  exist  also  in  those  who  hold  the  power ;  or 
else  all  of  them  must  hold  both  forms  of  Church  power,  and  the 
inherent  distinction  in  the  nature  of  the  power  be  liable  to  con- 
stant disregard.  In  effect,  what  happens  by  the  ordination  of 
God  is,  that  the  distinction  in  the  nature  of  the  power  is  pre- 
served, and  the  whole  body  of  Elders  is  divided  into  two  classes, 
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of  whom  ane  hath  rulers  and  teachers,  whtb   the  oUur^  rulfl 
only  ;  all  being  by  or^ler  EldtTB — Presbyters.     Thi*r«sfore,  my 
the  Apontle^  L«t  the  Elders  that  rule  well  be  coHtitcd  worthy* 
ddubk  honour,  egpeciiilly  itiey  tlmt  labour  in  word  and  doctrine 
Thiit  is,  all  Elders  arc  Church  rulers,  and  all  tie  such  8hr*uld 
honoured  ;  and  t hosts  wlio  do  thin  duty  well  should  receive  Bp6*l 
ckl  houour  on  that  nccoutit :  but  bmdes  niting  well,  there  m 
Eldei's  who  [*reach  tho  Gt^s^j^elj  and  theHi^  are  particularly  warthj 
of  btnng  bonoured,     lu  the  same  chapter  the  Apoeth-  diarg)Q9| 
Timothy,  to  wboru  ho  was  vvritirty;,  that  be  should  not  nd*uk«  nnj 
Elder,  but  exhort  hitu  a^  a  iatlier  ;  and  that,  on  the  other  hand|l 
in  ordaining  Eldors  in  every  (jity,  to  whom  should  be  coninuttal^^ 
that  they  aim  might  comuiit  to  otheraj  the  tbingi  in  which  Pau 
Imd  instructed  him  ;  handH  uuLst  not  be  laid  in  ordination  sod-J 
denly  on  any  man.'     In  another  epj^tle  ibii  Apo^utU'^  more  im] 
detail^  commamU  ^liueniily  that  every  one  hanng  any  part  ii 
the  service  of  the  body  of  Christy  should  diligently  use  hh  gpecii 
offleGj  reeeivai  tm  a  gift  of  the  grace  of  ftod  ;  and  then  enteringl 
Into  particulars,  cominands  among  other  things  thnt  those  wbdl 
are  thus  called  of  God  to  teach  shaU  be  occupied  tlierein,  an4] 
those  wlio  are  called  to  rulo  shall  do  it  diligently,'     Aod  to  thift' 
purport  is  the  whole  doctrine  of  the  Buhject,  whether  the  Chri»- 
tion  Church  be  considered  in  itsrektion  to  past  dispensations,  or 
in  its  own  special  nature  ;  whether  we  examine  the  revealed  form 
of  the  government  given  to  it,  or  the  absolute  nature  of  the  of- 
fice bearers  themselves,  or  the  multitudinous  statements  relating 
expressly  or  indirectly  to  every  part  of  the  sabject,  scattered 
throughout  the  word  of  God.     Touching  the  point  I  have  now 
discussed,  the  result  is  certain  ;  namely,  that  the  permanent 
government  of  the  Gospel  Church  is  exclusively  in  the  hands  of 
Elders,  and  that  there  are  two  classes  of  Elders,  of  whom  one 
are  both  teachers  and  rulers,  and  the  other  rulers  only. 

II. — 1.  There  is  then,  by  divine  ordination,  a  spiritual  gov- 
ernment in  the  Gospel  Church,  wholly  distinct  from  all  civil 
government :  the  office  bearers  in  whose  hands  this  government 
is  lodged  by  God,  are  revealed  :  and  the  nature  of  the  power  of 
the  Church,  to  be  exercised  through  this  government,  and  these 
office  bearers,  is  taught  us  by  God.     I  will  now  endeavour  to  ex- 

«  1  Tim.,  V.  17.  '  1  Tim ,  v.  1-22  ;  2  Tim.,  il  2  ;  Titua  I  B. 

'  Rom.,  xii.  4-S. 
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plain,  from  the  word  of  GKxl,  as  briefly  as  possible,  the  manner  in 
which  this  government  originates  and  takes  its  divine  form,  in 
which  it  acts,  and  in  which  its  existence  is  every  way  involved 
with  that  of  the  visible  Church  itself  And  first  of  the  particu- 
lar congregations  and  their  tribunal.  We  have  no  means  of 
knowing  to  what  extent  men  were  regenerated  under  the  per- 
sonal ministry  of  Christ ;  no  means  of  ascertaining  what  propor- 
tion of  the  seed  of  Abraham,  were  already  true  children  of  God 
when  Christ  came,  and  joyfully  received  him  as  soon  as  be  ap- 
peared. When  we  recollect  that  the  Jewish  people  were  the  visi- 
ble Church  of  God,  and  that  the  profession  of  being  a  Jew  which 
was  only  outward  and  not  inward,  is  distinctly  repudiated  by 
Christ  and  by  the  Apostles  ;  and  call  to  mind  the  signal  examples 
mentioned  in  the  New  Testament,  of  righteous  Jews  who  were 
waiting,  when  Christ  appeared,  for  the  hope  of  Israel ;  we  shall, 
perhaps  justly,  conclude  that  we  are  prone  to  make  too  low  an 
estimate  of  the  number  of  God's  children  who  were  ready  to  ac- 
cept their  Messiah.  On  the  other  point,  if  we  call  to  mind  the 
wonderful  ministry  of  John  the  Baptist,  and  its  wonderful  effects; 
and  reflect  on  the  overwhelming  power  of  the  teaching,  the  mira- 
cles, and  the  very  presence  of  Christ,  and  consider  what  vast  mul- 
titudes throughout  Judea  heard  his  doctrine  from  himself,  as 
well  as  from  the  twelve,  and  the  seventy  whom  he  sent  out ;  it  is 
not  easy  to  believe  that  the  number  of  true  believers  was  small, 
when  the  Lord  wiis  crucified.  We  know  that  the  number  of  the 
disciples  met  together  in  one  place  before  Pentecost,  who  at  the 
suggestion  of  Peter  substituted  an  Apostle  for  Judas,  was  about 
a  hundred  and  twenty  ;*  they  being,  probably,  a  select  body  of 
the  principal  Christians  then  about  Jerusalem.  And  Paul  states 
that  Christ  was  seen  after  his  resurrection,  by  about  five  hundred 
brethren  at  once ;  although  Peter  says  it  was  only  by  witnesses 
chosen  before  of  God,  that  he  was  seen  after  his  resurrection.* 
To  this  precious,  dispersed,  and  perhaps  great  fiock  delivered  by 
Christ  to  the  Apostles,  three  thousand  were  added  on  the  day  of 
Pentecost.  The  number  was  increased  to  five  thousand  a  short 
time  after,  and  the  Lord  added  to  the  Church  daily  such  as 
should  be  saved  ;  and  in  a  single  generation  the  Gospel  seems  to 
have  penetrated  the  remotest  nations.  At  first,  the  Apostles  ap- 
pear to  have  discharged  every  official  duty  ;  very  soon  they  caused 
Acta,  L  15.  •  1  CJor,,  xv.  6;  Acts,  x.  41. 
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til©  maltitude  af  tlie  dbc  ipks  iti  Jcru»ak*Tii  tii  fleet  Bencooi ;  as 
soon  m  we  hear  of  particuljir  CburcheSj  we  heai  of  their  Elders : 
and  then  of  Pre»l>ytery,  find  ordiuations  ;  and  then  of  Svnntl, 
rttid  great  questions  dmciisBcd  ntid  settled.  The  office  bearers  «vf 
the  Cburdi,  are  a^censioii  gifts  of  Christ ;  for,  it  in  ceriaio  I  hut 
when  he  ascended  up  on  high,  he  led  captivity  captive  and  gire 
gifts  unto  nH*ii  ;  whuli  giftfi  were  Apostles,  Prophets,  Kvnngic^ 
lialR,  Pastors  and  Tomcbeis.  Aad  the^^e  were  i^iveii^  for  the  j»cr- 
fectiug  of  the*  mints,  tbr  tlm  w^ork  of  the  ministry,  for  the  edify- 
ing of  the  bixly  of  Christ.^  And  so  fiir  were  thi5  Apaslh»«  from 
being  ut  ruiy  luss,  that,  the  narrative  of  their  reception  of  tlie  Holy 
Ghost^  of  their  instiint^tnoous  prochtrnatioii  of  wilr&tion  by  Jesiuf 
Cbri«t,  of  the  convemion  and  immediate  baptiAm  of  about  three 
thousand  souk ;  proL-etHls  to  add  that  tbc!<e  pen«ons  cnntinuiHl 
steailfnstJy  in  tlie  Ajjowtles-  doctrine  and  fellowship,  and  in  hreak- 
iDg  of  bread  J  rind  in  prayer.*  But  this  hrenldng  nf  bread  wa»^  the 
celebmtiun  uf  the  Lord's  Sufijier,  which  has  been  show^o  to  lie  a 
aacmment  involving  a  eorninunfty,  (ind  not  merely  individual  per- 
Bons:  and  this  fellowship**  necessarily  involves  the  same  thing. 
From  Pciiti*cost  itself,  therefore,  the  faniily  ofChriiit,  the  Churciii 
the  Christian  eommonwealth,  already  existed  in  its  vMble  fonn ; 
aud  was  nuuihiTed  by  thousNtids  ;  prmsiblVj  as  I  have  pointed  out, 
by  hundreds  of  thousands.  From  the  remotest  antiquity  per- 
haps, undoubtedly  from  the  Babylonish  captivity,  fixed  congre- 
gations of  believers  met  to  worship  God.  The  Jews  called  these 
fixed  congre<;ation8  synagogues,  and  held  the  worship  of  each  at 
a  fixed  place  ;  and  that  worship  consisted  in  the  reading  and  ex- 
pounding of  God's  word,  and  in  ofiering  up  prayers  to  him.  Each 
one  of  these  synagogues  had  a  bench  of  these  Elders,  whom  the 
Scriptures  mention  so  often,  who  jointly  bore  rule  in  it.  During 
the  ministry  of  Christ  and  that  of  his  Apostles,  these  synagc^es 
existed  throughout  Palestine,  and  were  found  in  every  city  in  die 
world,  wherever  a  small  community  of  Jews  resided.  If  the  Rabins 
are  to  be  credited,  Jerusalem  contained  nearly  five  hundred  syn- 
agogues. Every  Christian  in  the  world,  probably,  for  the  fint 
eight  years  of  the  existence  of  the  Gospel  Church,  was  a  Jew: 
and  whether  by  divine  inspiration,  by  reason  of  the  perfection  of 
the  organization,  by  reason  of  their  Jewish  training,  or  by  reaaon 
of  all  combined  ;  the  fact  is  certain  that  the  fixed  congregations, 

»  Eph,  iv.  7-15-  1  Cor.,  xii  6-13.  '  Acts,  ii.  42.  ♦  KoivuvM^ 
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ibe  particular  Churches,  which  the  Apostles  erected  in  the  bosom 
of  the  Church  universal,  were  as  near  the  model  of  the  Jewish 
synagogue  as  the  respective  natures  of  the  two  dispensations  of 
&e  Church  of  God  allowed.  The  Apostle  James,  indeed,  calls 
the  Christian  congregation  of  his  dispersed  brethren  to  whom  his 
Epistle  is  addressed,  your  synagogue,  which  our  version  obscures 
by  using  the  word  assembly/  And  the  promise  of  our  Saviour, 
Where  two  or  three  are  gathered  together^  in  my  name,  there  am 
I  in  the  midst  of  them :'  appears,  from  the  peculiar  word  he  used, 
to  intimate  an  organic  gathering  together,  and  that  after  the 
manner  of  the  synagogue.  Now  these  fixed  Christian  congrega- 
tions are  the  elemental  |)articulars  of  which  the  whole  structure 
of  Church  government  is  constructed.  To  each  one  of  these 
Christ  gives  a  plurality  of  Elders,  two  or  three,  ten  or  twenty, 
according  to  its  need.  To  each  one  of  them  he  gives  a  Pastor  or 
Bisbop— or  two  or  three  or  more,  if  need  require.  And  all  these 
i^aetors.  Bishops  and  Elders,  are  alike  Presbyters ;  and  all  jointly 
rule,  and  the  Pastors  or  Bishops  besides  this,  labour  in  word  and 
doctrine.  The  tribunal,  the  court  in  that  congregation,  which 
exercises  all  the  power  of  rule  appertaining  to  it,  is  constituted 
of  all  these  Presbyters."  To  this  fixed  particular  Church,  God 
gave  another  class  of  permanent  office  bearers  called  Deacons,  of 
whom  I  have  had  no  occasion  to  speak  particularly  as  yet,  because 
Church  government  is  not  in  their  hands.  They  are  mentioned 
here  for  the  purpose  of  adding,  that  every  complete  Christian 
Church,  has  everything  that  every  other  one  has,  everything  that 
the  Church  universal  has  :  Pastors,  Elders,  Deacons,  members,  a 
tribunal,  ordinances,  worship,  everything.  If  there  was  but  one 
on  earth  it  would  possess  all  that  the  universal  Church  would 
possess,  if  it  embraced  the  whole  family  of  man  :  numbers  only 
would  be  increased,  the  government,  the  office  bearers,  the  mem- 
bers, the  tribunal,  the  nature  of  Church  power  being  the  same. 
On  the  one  hand  the  unity  of  the  whole  Church,  on  the  other  the 
efficacy  of  every  particular  element  of  it,  is  perfectly  secured : 
and  all  that  is  lacking  is  some  application  of  this  wonderful 
organization,  by  which  a  tribunal  like  that  in  the  congregation, 
shall  exist  for  the  whole  of  the  Church  considered  as  one,  and  tri- 

I  James,  ii.  2.  *  Iwriyfievoi  *  Matt,  xviiu  20. 

•  1  Cor.,  V.4,  5;  xiu  28;  Malt,  xviiL  16-20;  Acts,  xiv.  23  ^  1  These.,  v.  11,  12; 
Acts,  XV.  2,  6;  xx.  17,  28;  Rom.,  xil  8 ;  1  Tim.,  v.  17. 
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bunals  like  both  of  these  shall  cxis 
last,  the  smallest  and  the  greatest. 
This  I  will  now  explain. 

2.  The  particular  Christian  congre 
and  organized,  everywhere  called  the 
of  which  the  mention  is  constant  in 
cover  a  period  of  about  sixty  years,  fi 
to  the  death  of  the  Apostle  John  ;  vi 
members,  both  one  from  another,  and 
to  time.  The  orgimized  congregati 
exist  singly  in  a  city  and  be  small : 
the  numbers  be  so  great  and  the  cit; 
merous  places  for  public  worship,  an< 
serve,  to  rule,  and  to  teach,  so  great  \ 
these  various  meetings  might  becou 
its  own  officers  and  tribunal  It  is  ai 
presents  no  difficulty,  either  in  theor 
ters,  Elden?,  Pastors,  Bishops,  were  o 
the  Apostles  or  by  tlieir  orders,  is  e: 
serted  in  the  Scriptures  ;*  and  I  ha\ 
constituted  the  tribunal,  the  court- 
rochial  Presbytery.  It  is  by  the  uni< 
lar  congregations,  with  their  tribunal 
tribunal  over  the  united  body,  simila 
each  of  them  ;  that  the  Church  pres< 
extends  its  government,  as  its  own  i 
bers  increase.  It  is  immaterial  what 
congregations  may  In',  three,  a  hundi 
ber.  The  model  of  this  ap[)lication  < 
ernment,  already  existed  from  the  orig 
every  lai^ge  city,  certainly  in  Jerusalen 
numerous  unfixed  congregations,  altl 
apart,  boloU'^ed  for  a  time  to  the  san 
the  control  of  its  single  but  numet 
transition  to  a  similar  union  of  numerc 
gregations,  and  the  erection  of  a  tri 
should  be  exactly  like  tlie  tribunal  of 
uniting  the  whole  of  the  particular  t 
of  each  one  ;  was  a  |)erfectly  obvious 
'  Act8,xiv.  '23;  x'ui  1-3  j  xxl  17,  18;  1  Tim. 
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congregations  might  have  mutual  counsel  and  assistance,  might 
more  effectually  preserve  the  doctrine  and  execute  the  discipline 
of  the  Church,  might  preserve  the  organic  unity  of  the  whole  as 
the  body  of  Christ  of  which  all  are  parts,  and  might  augment  by 
union  of  counsel  and  effort  the  efficient  working  of  the  whole,  in 
perfecting  and  extending  the  Kingdom  of  God.  What  is  as- 
serted is,  that  this  part  of  the  organization  of  the  Church,  which 
seems  to  be  so  natural,  so  obvious,  and  so  wise,  is  also  Apostolical 
and  divine  ;  that  this  union  of  congregations  is  as  thoroughly 
according  to  the  will  of  God,  as  the  union  of  individuals  into 
congregations  is  ;  and  the  control  of  the  tribunal  of  the  united 
congregations  as  real  over  all  the  congregations  and  all  their 
special  tribunals,  as  the  rule  of  each  particular  tribunal  is  over 
the  congregation  in  which  it  is  erected.  Thus  originating  and 
thus  constituted,  the  members  of  this  tribunal  are  the  same  per- 
sons who  are  members  of  the  tribunals  in  the  congregatious  ;  not 
only  similar,  but  the  same,  beyond  all  doubt  to  the  extent  of 
embracing  them  ;  they  are  Presbyters  of  both  classes,  all  of  one 
order,  and  according  to  that  order  all  of  equal  dignity,  rank,  and 
authority,  as  rulers  in  the  house  of  God.  The  tribunal  itself  is 
called  in  the  Greek  Scriptures  Presbuterion  (IJpeapvTeptov)  Pres- 
bytery :  the  very  same  word  being  applied  by  Paul  to  the  Jewish 
and  to  the  corresponding  Christian  tribunal ;  but  obscured  by 
rendering  it  the  Estate  of  the  Elders  when  applied  to  the  former.' 
So  we  have  in  the  Jewish  Church  the  Sanhedrim,  the  Presbyter)', 
and  the  Synagogue,  and  in  the  Christian  Church  the  Synod,  the 
Presbytery,  and  the  congregation  :  the  very  names  of  all  the 
Jewish  courts  being  allowed  by  the  Apostles,  as  being  appro- 
priate to  the  Christian  institutions ;  and  the  things  represented 
by  these  names  respectively,  being  as  similar  as  the  difference  be- 
tween the  two  dispensations  i»ermits.  It  would  prevent  much 
error,  if  we  would  more  carefully  distinguish  between  those  parts 
of  our  great  inheritance  which  are  peculiar  to  our  own  dispensa- 
tion, and  those  parts  which  are  common  to  all  dispensations.  For 
the  detailed  exposition  of  the  three  ecclesiastical  tribunals  so  near- 
ly common  to  the  Jewish  and  Christian  Dispensations,  a  volume, 
and  not  a  single  section  of  a  single  chapter,  would  be  required. 
I  therefore  content  myself,  upon  this  naked  point  of  the  divine 
warrant  for  the  classical  Presbytery,  that  is  a  Presbytery  over  a 

'  1  Tim.,  iv.  U;  ActB,  xxil  5 ;  Luke^  xziL  66. 
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doss  of  particular  Chureheg,  which  is  the  tribunal  next  i 
the  congregational  Presbytery  or  Church  session  ;  with  m 
adding  to  what  has  been  advanced,  the  example  of  the  ck 
Presbyter}'  in  the  Churches  in  Jenisaleniy  in  Antiocb,  in  1 
sus,  and  in  Corinth  ;*  concerning  all  of  which  the  num 
statements  of  the  Scriptures,  when  collected  and  dnly  oo 
ered,  make  it  fully  apparent  that  they  were  just  each  cow 
have  existed  always,  and  as  exibt  still,  in  the  Church  of  C 
Supposing,  in  the  next  place,  the  Church  visible  to  extend 
beyond  such  limits,  either  in  space  or  numbers,  as  may  h 
veniently  covered  by  the  classical  Presbytery  just  described 
formation  of  additional  tribunals  of  the  same  kind,  either  1 
vision  of  snch  as  exist,  or  the  erection  of  new  ones,  puts 
classical  Presbyteries  with  all  the  Churches  composing  the 
a  position  similar  to  that  occupied  by  the  {>articu1ar  Chi 
and  their  congregational  Presbytery,  before  the  creation  < 
classical  Presbytery.  And  the  remedy  and  the  result  ai 
same,  as  in  the  first  case.  The  union  of  any  number  of  ( 
cal  Presbyteries  as  such,  three,  fifty,  a  hunJrcil,  creates  a 
covering  them  all ;  composed  of  the  same  ofBce  bearers,  < 
izeil  in  the  same  way,  and  with  the  same  power  and  jurisd 
over  all,  that  each  had  over  part.  By  taking  the  niemlM 
this  thirtl  court,  or  synod,  immediately  from  the  first  oi 
Church  session,  it  may  be  mode  a  very  numerous  body  ; 
taking  them  from  the  second  court,  or  Presbytery  stric 
called,  and  applying  the  principle  of  representation  of  the 
Presbytery  by  a  small  part  of  its  members,  the  synod  ma; 
very  small  l>ody.  It  is  perfectly  suitable*,  therefore,  either 
the  permanent  head  of  a  denomination  of  Christians,  or  of 
tional  Chiuch  ;  or  to  be  one  of  a  series  of  tribunals,  the  suj 
one  of  which  shall  be  alwve  it.  The  scriptural  warrant  ft 
tribunal  has  been  as  fully  set  forth,  and  its  nature  as  fullj 
sidered,  in  the  examination  I  have  already  made  of  the 
constituted  at  Jerusalem  concerning  Gentile  circumcision,  i 
limits  permit.  And  now  supposing  the  extent  of  the  C 
in  any  way,  or  its  interests  of  any  sort,  to  demand  a  tri 
still  higher  than  the  synod,  the  same  divine  organisatioi 
principles  apply  perfectly,  and  with  the  same  result :   and  i 

'  Acta,  xl  27,  30 ;  xv.  2,  35 ;  xiiL  1-3 ;  xx.  17.  28 ;  iy.  35,  37 ;   vi.  2,  3-6 ; 
L  12;  iv.  15;  ▼.  4-16;  xiv  29;  2  Cor,  U.  6-9. 
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venal  council  of  any  number  of  Churches,  can  be  constituted 
for  a  special  purpose  ;  or  a  (General  Assembly  of  any  separate 
Church,  whether  denominational  or  national,  can  be  constituted 
as  a  permanent  tribunal,  without  departing  in  the  least  particular 
fix)m  the  divine  model,  or  from  the  divine  precepts.  If  the  Gten- 
eral  Assembly  is  to  be  numerous,  that  is  effected  by  making  the 
Presbyters  who  compose  it,  the  representatives  of  Presbyteries  : 
if  it  is  to  be  comparatively  small,  that  is  effected  by  making  the 
Presbyters  who  compose  it  the  representatives  of  Synods.  It  is 
the  tribunal  of  the  whole  Church  ;  it  is  the  whole  Church  met 
in  one  Assembly  by  its  office  bearers,  exactly  as  a  Church  ses- 
sion is  a  particular  Church  met  by  its  office  bearers ;  and  the 
jarisdiction  and  power  of  the  supreme  tribunal  over  all,  are  of 
the  same  nature  and  have  the  same  divine  warrant,  as  the  juris- 
diction and  the  power  of  the  tribunals  below  it  over  the  parts 
which  they  respectively  rule.  The  government  of  the  Church, 
therefore,  is  a  free  representative  government :  it  is  not  a  tyr- 
anny like  popery,  nor  an  oligarchy  like  Prelacy,  nor  a  pure  de.- 
mocracy  like  Independency.  It  is  in  its  conception  perfect,  no 
matter  how  small :  perfect,  no  matter  how  widely  expanded  : 
perfect  at  every  intermediate  point  between  a  small  company  and 
the  whole  race  of  man.  It  cannot  make  Christians  ;  but  it  en- 
ables Christians  to  do  with  the  highest  efficiency,  all  that  GKhI 
requires  them  to  do,  as  his  Kingdom.  Its  whole  authority  de- 
pends on  the  only  head  of  the  Church,  who  is  Christ  the  Lord  ; 
in  whose  name  every  one  of  its  tribunals  perpetually  constitutes ; 
and  all  their  lawful  acts  are  worship  of  him.  Its  whole  efficacy 
depends  on  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  its  sole  rule  is  the  word  of  God. 
Its  connection  with  the  Church  of  God,  which  is  the  pillar  and 
ground  of  the  truth,  is  so  vital,  that  its  permanent  extinction  is 
totally  impossible,  except  by  means  of  the  annihilation  of  the  visi- 
ble ChurcL  Nevertheless,  while  its  existence  depends  on  that  of 
the  Church,  the  existence  of  the  Church  depends  on  it  only  in 
the  sense,  that  by  the  command  of  God  she  manifests  the  life 
he  gives  her,  through  the  gifts  he  bestows  on  her  ;  two  of  which 
are  these  office  bearers,  and  this  government  in  their  hands. 
Great  gifts  :  but  she  has  others  earlier  and  greater. 

3.  I  have  explained  in  another  place,  how  it  i^  that  the  inhe- 
rent power  of  making  laws,  which  in  the  nature  of  society  mani- 
fests  itself  in  the  very  pn)CCS8  of  its  organic  life  ;  receives,  in 
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this  divine  society,  a  very  peculiar  direction,  and  manifests  i 
by  the  willing,  nay,  joyful  acceptance  of  God  as  ita  only 
giver,  and  his  laws  as  the  only  laws  of  his  Church.  Obedien 
the  hiws  of  God,  together  with  the  exposition  nnd  ndministr 
of  them,  therefore,  embraces  the  whole  power  and  duty  o 
government  of  that  society  called  the  visible  Church.  A 
officers,  and  the  whole  government  in  their  hands,  and  the « 
tribunals  appertaining  to  tliat  government,  are,  as  I  have  si 
from  God,  and  of  the  Church.  This  Church  is  the  comiiai 
God's  elect  now  on  earth,  who  are  disciples  of  Jesus  Chris 
visible  Body,  a  peculiar  people  purified  unto  him.^lf,  a  c 
generation,  a  royal  priesthood,  a  holy  nation.*  To  it,  Go 
given  inestimable  gifts,  out  of  some  of  which  its  visible  cxi« 
originated,  and  by  means  of  others  its  complete  organizatio 
been  produced  ;  and  its  continued  existence  and  cxtcusic 
well  as  its  peace,  purity  and  edification  are  secured  by  the 
In  a  special  manner  the  office  bearers  of  the  €k)S{>cl  Chun 
ascension  gifts  of  Christ  to  the  Church  in  its  present  form 
the  government  in  their  hands  is  of  Christ,  with  special  refi 
to  this  dispensation.  Nor  does  it  impair,  but  rather  adds  1 
force  of  these  statements,  that  the  model  of  the  office  hi 
and  of  the  government  of  the  Church,  is  found  in  part  under  pi 
ing dispensations  ;  just  as  the  Babhath,  the  Sacraments,  the : 
law,  the  Gospel,  nay,  Christ  himself,  are  found  in  them.  Tl 
lation,  therefore,  between  Christ,  the  Church,  its  office  be 
and  its  government,  all  to  each,  and  each  to  every  one,  i 
speakably  intimate ;  and  on  that  very  account  we  are  the 
liable  to  err,  in  our  weak  attempts  to  apply  the  logical  ele 
of  the  question  of  the  Church,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  settl 
bound  acts  and  gifts  of  God,  into  which  the  supernatural  elc 
of  the  question  of  the  Church  enters  so  profoundly.  Who 
power  is  in  the  Church  or  its  office  bearers,  is  in  them  by  in' 
tnre  from  Christ,  and  is  revealed  in  the  sacred  Scriptures. 
tVe  whole  power  of  Christ  unto  salvation  is  in  him,  undc 
covenant  of  grace,  and  as  Mediator  of  the  Covenant  ;  and  n 
power  unto  salivation  as  Mediator,  is  manifested  in  his  offic 
Prophet,  Priest,  and  King.  Of  his  Priestly  office^  and  powi 
delegates  nothing  to  the  Church  ;  except  as  it  is  a  King 
every  member  of  which  is  a  royal  Priest ;  and  except  as 

»  Titus,  il  U;  1  Peter,  ii.  9. 
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portion  of  its  Presbyters  who  labour  in  word  and  doctrine,  each 
being  a  minister  of  Christ,  an  Elder,  a  Bishop,  a  receiver  of  gifts, 
is  a  steward  of  the  mysteries  of  God.*'  Of  his  Kingly  oflSce  he 
delegates  to  his  Church,  whatever  power  of  rule  he  invests  in  the 
Elders  he  gives  her,  and  in  the  government  he  creates  in  their 
bands.  And  of  his  Prophetic  office  he  delegates  in  a  wide  sense 
power  to  every  disciple  of  his,  to  spread  the  glad  tidings  of  sal- 
yation  through  all  the  earth,  and  to  make  the  way  of  life  known 
to  every  creature  ;  but  in  a  strict  sense,  he  calls  one  class  of  the 
great  order  of  Elders,  and  delegates  to  them  the  preaching  of 
the  everlasting  Gospel,  they  being  herein  his  special  official  ser- 
vants, ministers,  and  stewards  of  the  mysteries  of  God.  The  whole 
rule  of  the  Church  is,  therefore,  a  delegation  to  a  certain  extent, 
of  certain  parts  of  the  Kingly  power  of  Christ ;  and  is  in  Elders 
as  Elders,  to  be  exercised  by  them  in  the  tribunals  ordained  of 
Ood.  But  to  a  certain  class  of  this  order  of  Elders,  the  great 
function  of  the  ministry  in  word  and  doctrine,  and  that  of 
stewardship  of  the  mysteries  of  God,  is  divinely  committed  ;  and 
this  is  a  delegation  also,  from  Christ,  and  the  most  glorious  of 
ally  but  a  delegation  not  of  his  Kingly  but  of  his  Prophetic 
power  as  to  the  former,  and  of  his  Priestly  power  as  to  the  latter. 
The  rule  of  the  Church,  I  repeat,  is  a  delegation  from  Christ  as 
King,  and  is  in  the  hands  of  Elders  met  in  tribunals  ;  the  ministra- 
tion of  tlie  Gospel  is  a  delegation  from  Christ  as  Prophet,  and  is  in 
the  hands  of  ministers  who  are  Elders  ;  and  the  stewardship  of 
the  mysteries  of  God  is  a  delegation  from  Christ  as  Priest,  nnd 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  ministers  of  the  Gospel.  The  ministers  of 
the  Gospel,  therefore,  are  rulers,  not  as  ministers,  nor  as  stewards, 
but  as  Elders,  Presbyters  ;  Presbyters  on  whom  those  great  addi- 
tional honours  are  laid  by  God,  and  on  account  of  those  gifts  and 
callings  of  God,  they  become  a  separate  class  of  Elders,  not  by 
any  means  a  different  order.  There  is,  therefore,  as  I  said  before, 
a  thorough  and  obvious  distinction  in  the  nature  of  Church 
power  itself ;  which  is  ordinarly  and  justly  expressed  by  calling 
one  form  of  it,  the  power  of  rule,  or  government,  Poteslas  Be- 
giminis;  and  the  other  the  power  of  teaching  and  of  adminis- 
tering the  mysteries,  or  from  the  nature  of  it,  the  power  of  order, 

♦  TneprfToc  Xpiarov^  koi  oiKovojaovg  fivffrrjpiov  deov  : — npeoQvTtpovq — BniOKonov — 
Btov  oiKpvofiotf  :~^afHaftar~-<nfcovouoi~^x^^'^^  Beov. 
>  1  Cor.,  iy.  1 ;  Titaa»  L  4-7  ;  1  Peter,  iv.  10,  11. 
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PoteMm  Ordtnw.  Tbe  distinction  k  fundamopUl ;  and  the  diP- 
fcrcoce  m  the  um  and  eJtcrcise  of  tho  two  povf^tm  in  u\m  funda- 
mental ;  and  not  only  the  freedom  and  eflSciency  of  thcs  Charcb^ 
but  its  vt-ry  nature  m  a  society,  depends  on  seeing  thut  distine^ 
tioit  clearlyj  and  oWrving  it  f  utlifully.  The  puwer  of  order  U 
a  seveml  power,  never  joint ;  the  power  of  regiraeHy  rule,  tt  a 
jfjint  pow<¥r,  nvvoT  several.  A  Fregbyter,  who  is  a  mtni^tor  of 
Ulrrifit,  Ittbfjuring  io  word  and  doctrine  and  a  »tcwanl  of  the 
niyereriea  of  Ood  ;  preaches  the  Gospel^  administers  Bacratnenla, 
and  the  like,  m  a  esngle  person,  ex  ordine^  by  virtiK*  of  hU  l>eing 
what  he  u  ;  and  nothing  can  bt^  added  to,  nothini;  taken  from 
the  hittfulucKs  and  efficacy  of  such  acta,  by  th(»  al>5<nuH*  or  the 
concnrrence  of  other  office  bearer*  like  Itimself  Afi  to  his  rulingj 
it  \%  widely  different  No  Presbvtur  has  any  several  (iower  of 
rule  ;  the  power  itBclf  is  Joints  and  uan  \m  csercised  only  by  m 
tribunal,  never  by  a  mngle  person,  nor  by  any  number  of  i^ingle 
pei-Bonn  taken  severally*  Tho  exercim^  of  rule  in  Christ's  Chmioh 
is  not  by  the  body  of  thebrntherhood,  nor  by  a  diocesian  Pralftt^, 
nor  by  a  Pope  ;  bitt  exclnaivcly  by  Church  courts,  constituted 
of  both  classes  of  the  one  great  order  of  Presbytera.  The  tri-* 
bunols  they  constitute  are  courts^  not  legialatiire  af5sembliL'S  : 
courts  having  power,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  Chrisl 
the  eternal  King  and  Lawgiver  and  Judge,  to  expound  and  ad- 
minister the  laws  of  his  Kingdom  on  earth  ;  which  laws  embrace 
his  whole  will  revealed  unto  salvation,  as  held  forth  in  the  Scrip- 
tures. And  these  courts,  as  has  been  shown,  rise  one  above  ano- 
ther, each  embracing  all  below  it,  until  that  which  is  supreme 
embraces  all.  Everything  has  reference  to  the  preservation  and 
extension  of  the  Kingdom  ;  to  the  gathering  and  perfecting  of 
the  saints  in  this  life,  to  the  end  of  the  world.  Everything  has 
a  divine  authority  :  or  no  authority  at  all. 

4  .In  the  practical  continuance  of  the  existence  of  the  viai- 
ble  Church,  and  the  practical  administration  of  its  government, 
and  of  all  power  whether  that  of  Regimen  or  that  of  Order  ; 
everything  depends  upon  the  practical  exercise  of  the  vocation 
of  oflSce  bearers.  Theoretically,  the  subject  is  no  less  vital ;  for 
the  grounds,  no  matter  what  they  are,  upon  which  we  decide  it, 
will  be  found  to  enter  deeply  into  the  whole  conception  we  have 
of  the  nature  of  the  Church,  its  office  bearers,  and  its  govern- 
ment.   If  the  Pope  or  the  King  appoints  the  diocesan  Bishops, 
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and  they  appoint  the  Priests,  and  the  Elder's  office  is  abolished  ; 
it  is  easily  seen  that  the  idea  of  the  Church,  of  its  government, 
of  its  officers,  and  of  their  vocation,  is  consistent  throughout.  On 
the  other  extreme,  if  the  idea  of  the  visible  unity  of  the  Church 
is  swallowed  up  in  the  idea  of  the  independence  of  each  particu- 
lar congregation,  the  brotherhood  of  which  is  the  sole  power  in 
the  Church  of  God  ;  here  again,  the  idea  of  the  Church,  of  its 
government,  of  its  office  bearers,  and  of  vocation,  is  consistent 
throughout.  In  both  cases  it  is  seen  how  much  of  what  I  have 
established,  is  destroyed ;  and  they  show,  also,  that  there  must 
be  some  idea  of  vocation  of  officers  corresponding  with  the  cohe- 
rent system  of  the  Church,  its  government,  and  office  bearers, 
which  I  have  explained.  This  I  will  briefly  disclose.  That  God 
has  always  established  whatever  offices  have  lawfully  existed  in 
his  Church,  whether  extraordinary  or  ordinary,  and  that,  by  con- 
*8equence,  none  ever  were  or  can  be  authorized  except  they  are 
established  by  him  ;  is,  I  suppose,  already  abundantly  proved. 
The  manner  in  which  individual  persons  are  to  obtain  a  lawful 
right  to  these  offices,  established  by  God  ;  is  itself,  also,  ordained 
by  God  ;  but  variously  ordained  under  successive  dispensations. 
Under  the  Jewish  dispensation,  none  might  be  Priests  but  a 
legitimate  male  descendant  of  Aaron,  nor  he,  except  on  certain 
conditions  and  in  a  certain  way,  ordained  by  God  ;  and  none 
might  be  High  Priest,  on  the  peril  of  his  life,  but  male  after  male 
in  a  direct  line  from  Aaron  ;  so  that  when  Aaron  had  but  two 
sons,  God  made  the  perpetuity  of  the  Jewish  dispensation  depend 
on  this  narrow  point.  Under  the  Gospel  dispensation,  the  Apos- 
tles were  chosen  personally  by  Christ,  and  were  anointed  by  the 
Holy  Ghost,  and  their  divine  vocation  attested  by  miracles.  The 
offices  and  courts  instituted  by  Christ,  so  far  as  the  regimen  and 
order  are  concerned,  have  been  already  sufficiently  proved  and 
explained.  The  pei-sonal  vocation  of  each  individual  who  occu- 
pies any  office  in  the  Gospel  Church,  is  of  God,  both  mediately 
and  immediately.  As  to  the  latter,  even  Christ  glorified  not  him- 
self to  be  made  a  High  Priest  ;  but  he  that  said  unto  him,  Thou 
art  my  Son,  this  day  have  I  bogottcn  thee  :  as  he  saith,  also,  in 
another  place,  Thou  aii;  a  Priest  forever  after  tlic  order  of  Mel- 
chizedek.'  No  man,  therefore,  may  take  this  honour  on  himself, 
but  he  that  is  called  like  Aaron.*    Called,  not  after  thy  samo  or- 

»  Heb.,  7.  6,  6.  •  neb.,  v.  4 ;  vil  11  j  Ex.,  xxviiL  ;  xxix. 


ff44  •  TH12    KNOWLEDGE    OF   GDB.  [BOOK  T. 

der  afl  Aaron  ^  bnt  as  really  called  of  God.  ThiR  inward  call  of 
God  by  his  Bpiritj  is  the  imraediate  irocaiirm  of  God  ;  aod  cvcrj 
one  who  becomes  an  office  bearer  in  the  Church  of  Cbriet,  ist  at 
lomi  as  much  hound  to  have  an  inward  and  satisfying  convic^ 
tion  that  h«  is  tlms  called  of  God  to  the  work  he  uudertakea,  a* 
every  one  who  becomes  a  diaciple  of  Chrisit  ia  bound  to  have  an 
in  ward  and  mtrgfying  conviction  that  he  is  called  tberenoto  In* 
the  Bpirit  of  God.  Of  the  two  evils,  it  is  more  dimstrous  every 
way,  to  intrude  into  an  oflSce  of  the  Church  thrtn  merely  into  ite 
membergihip  ;  and  nothing  can  be  more  clear  tlian  that  a  body 
whose  officers  and  membera  are  alike  deatitute  of  the  immediate 
calling  of  God's  Spiritj  is  a  synagogue  of  Satan,  Whatever 
remains  after  this  immetliate  voeation  of  God,  is  not  mere  pru- 
dential rules  established  by  men^  hut  ia  the  mediate  call  of  0*Ki ; 
the  ordinaneeB  which  be  has  established^  whereby  his*  Church  may 
ascertain  that  he  has  really  nnd  immediately  called  the  particQ* 
lar  person,  to  the  particular  office,  I  will  not  deny  that  the 
Apostles  might  have  justly  exercised,  in  the  vocation  of  the  6Tst 
permanent  office  bean^rs,  powers  equivalent  to  everything  aftar 
the  inward  and  immediate  call  of  God.  That  they  did  nothing 
of  ihiR  sort,  however,  may  he  farrly  nr;[^ed  from  the  manner  in 
which  the  first  Deacons  were  chosen  :*  and  I  have  before  shown, 
that  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  the  doctrine,  the  ordinances,  the 
oeconomy,  and  the  worship  of  the  Church,  are  spoken  of  as  already 
existing.  At  any  rate  there  was  the  Church  of  Christ,  whose 
vocation  under  two  aspects,  and  at  two  stages,  is  that  which  con- 
stitutes the  mediate  call  of  God.  No  one  is  subject  to  be  called 
to  any  office,  who  is  not  already  a  member  of  the  body  of  Christ ; 
and  the  qualifications  which  every  one  must  possess,  before  he 
can  presume  to  say  he  has  an  inward  vocation  of  God,  and  before 
the  Church  can  lawfully  call  him  to  any  office  ;  are  plainly  laid 
down  concerning  each  office,  in  the  sacred  Scriptures.'  Nor  can 
any  one  be  lawfully  called  to  a  permanent  and  ordinary  office, 
except  by  the  congregation  he  is  to  serve  in  the  Lord ;  nor  can 
any  office  bearer  be  set  in  any  office  in  a  congregation,  except  by 
its  own  vocation.  It  is  thus  that  God  has  guarded  his  Church 
against  intruders  and  impostors.    It  is  thus  that  the  Bride  of  the 

» Acts,  vi.  1-7. 

•  Titus,  i.  5-9;  I  Tim.,  ill  passim ;  v.  lT-26 ;  2  Tim.,  ii.  21-26 ;  Eph.,  It.  11-16;  Acte 
▼I  31;  L  21-25;,  xvi.  1-3. 
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Lamb  accepts  the  ascension  gifts  of  her  head  and  Lord.  It  is 
thus  that  ultimate  power  is  lodged  by  Christ,  in  that  royal 
priesthood  which  constitutes  the  holy  nation,  whereby  the  whole 
government  of  the  Church  takes  its  start  in  the  bosom  of  the 
Christian  coogregation,  and  is  perpetuated  only  by  their  perpetual 
action.  And  the  highest  fidelity  in  the  exercise  of  this  great  and 
sacred  trust  is  secured,  by  obliging  each  particular  congregation 
to  receive  as  its  own  office  bearer,  every  one  to  whom  its  vocation 
18  given.  Nor  is  the  mediate  calling  of  God  yet  complete.  This 
vocation  of  the  Church  attests,  on  one  side,  to  him  who  supposes 
he  has  been  called  of  God,  and  on  the  other  side  to  the  tribunal 
which  God  has  appointed  to  ordain  him  to  his  office  ;  her  con- 
▼iction  that  God  has  called  him,  and  her  readiness  te  accept 
him.  Without  this,  I  repeat,  no  Church  court  may  lawfully 
ordain  any  one,  to  aoy  ordinary  and  permanent  office.  But 
while  the  want  of  this  seal  of  a  divine  vocation,  is  a  defect 
which  ordination  cannot  cure  ;  the  possession  of  it  is  not  conclu- 
sive on  the  Church  court.  This  tribunal,  no  matter  which  it  is, 
28  composed  exclusively  of  office  bearers  who  have  received  the 
vocation  of  God,  outward  and  inward,  mediate  and  immediate,  to 
be  rulers  in  the  courts  of  the  Lord  ;  part  of  whom  are  always, 
besides,  ministers  who  labour  in  word  and  doctrine.  It  is  for 
this  court  of  Christ,  with  the  evidence  of  the  vocation  of  G^d  be- 
fore them,  which  is  furnished  by  the  conviction  of  the  person 
who  seeks  the  office,  and  by  the  call  of  the  Church  ratifying  it; 
to  judge  finally  and  by  whatever  other  evidence,  and  under  what- 
ever other  divine  guidance,  in  this  solemn  and  important  matter. 
If  there  be  persons  competent  to  decide  in  such  a  case,  these  are 
they.  If  any  motives,  human  or  divine,  can  be  supposed  to  se- 
cure a  just  and  righteous  decision,  they  exist  here.  If,  on  their 
souk,  and  as  they  will  answer  to  Christ,  they  believe  the  Lord 
has  called  the  person  to  the  office;  they  ordain  him  to  it,  as 
Christ  has  provided,  by  an  irrevocable  act  in  his  name,  calling 
upon  him  by  prayer,  and  with  laying  on  of  the  hands  of  the 
Presbytery.*  This,  briefly,  is  the  method  pointed  out  by  God 
for  the  perpetuation  of  office  bearers,  and  a  government  in  his 
Church.  In  a  settled  state  of  the  Church,  its  operation  is  per- 
fectly simple  and  efficacions.     Once  erected,  all  the  knowledge, 

>  Titus,  i.5;     1  Tim.,  iv.  14-16;  Gal.,  ii.  9;  2  Tim.,  i.  6;  ii.  2;  Iv.  I,  2;  AotB,  vi. 
6;  I  25;  xiil  2,  3 ;  Ex.,  xl.  12-16;  Num.,  viii.  9-11. 
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piety,  and  zeal  it  contains  are  always  free  to  act,  and  are  neces- 
sarily in  perpetual  conflict  with  whatever  error,  ignorance,  or  in- 
difference may  have  gained  entrance.  The  most  difficult  of  all 
systems  to  derange,  it  possesses  also  in  the  highest  degree  of  all, 
the  forces  which  tend  to  readjustment.  If  by  the  moat  indit- 
criminate  persecution  it  appears  to  be  destroyed,  the  smalleit 
fragment  that  escapes  the  rack  and  the  stake,  is  capable  of  re- 
producing all  If  by  the  rich  grace  of  God,  boundless  extensioa 
is  given  to  it,  it  might  cover  the  whole  world  as  easily  as  a  single 
province.  The  conditions  of  its  endless  triumph  are  few  but  ab- 
solute :  and  I  have  demonstrated  them  all.  Its  Faith  must  be 
pure,  its  Life  holy,  its  Worship  acceptable  to  Qod. 

III. — 1.  Amongst  the  permanent  office  bearers  of  the  Choich, 
who  have  the  power  of  Regimen  and  Order,  I  have  omitted  any 
separate  mention  of  Teacher  as  one  of  them;  because  it  seemi 
to  me  to  be  very  obvious  that  a  separate  office  for  permaneiit 
teaching  was  never  created  by  God  in  the  Christian  Church ;  bat 
the  Elder  who  was  the  minister  of  the  word  and  steward  of  the 
mysteries  of  God,  was  also  teacher  as  well  as  Pastor  of  the  flock, 
just  as  every  Elder  who  had  the  cure  of  souls  was  bishop,  ofa>- 
seer.^  There  was  but  one  order  of  permanent  Balers,  and  they 
were  all  Presbyters,  Elders,  and  us  rulers  all  equal  ;  there  wai 
but  one  class  of  ministers  of  the  word  and  doctrine,  and  they 
were  all  equal  in  rank  and  class,  all  Presbyters,  Elders,  to  whom 
various  names  are  given,  according  to  the  various  functions  the? 
discharge,  to  teach  being  amongst  the  chief.  Of  the  manifestly 
extraordinary  ordei-s  of  office  bearers,  Apostles  and  Prophets,  to 
which  perhaps  teuchei-s  might  be  added,  the  former  has  been  sof* 
ficiently  considered  ;  and  little  need  be  said  here  concerning  the 
latter.  Very  frequent  mention  is  made  of  Prophets,  and  occa- 
sional mention  of  Teachers  in  the  New  Testament ;  as  of  persooi 
to  whom  the  extraordinary  manifestations  of  the  Spirit  of  Grod 
were  vouchsafed.*  They  are  specially  classed  by  tho  sacred  writers 
with  the  Apostles,  miraculous  gifts,  and  miracles  :*  and  the  name 
Prophet  is  applied  repeatedly,  and  with  emphasis,  to  Christ  bbn- 
self.^  As  inspired  teachers  of  the  true  sense  of  all  former  reve* 
lations  from  God,  as  inspired  teachers  of  what  Jesus  himself  had 

*  Eph.,  W.  1 ;  Rom.,  xii.  7 ;  GaL,  vi  6 

«  JfotL,  X.  41 ;  Acta,  iL  17 ;  xL  27  ;  xiiL  1,  2;  1  Cor.,  xiv.  29-3a 

*  Horn.,  xil  28-31;  Eph.,  iii.  5.         Matt,  xiii.  67 ;  xxl  11,  46;    Luke,  xzir.  II. 
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taught,  as  inspired  men  who  made  known  to  the  disciples  the 
will  of  God  in  the  providences  then  existing  or  immedintely  im- 
pending, or  revealed  the  more  distant  future  ;  we  easily  see  the 
relation  they  bore  to  Christ,  to  the  Apostles,  to  the  Church,  and 
to  the  early  spread  of  the  Gospel  among  men.  They  appear  to 
have  had  no  connection  with  the  government  of  the  Church  :  and 
they  ceased  from  it,  when  the  extraordinary  operations  of  the 
Spirit  ceased.  The  warnings  of  God  against  false  Prophets,  are 
as  emphatic  and  as  suggestive  as  I  have  shown  they  are  against 
false  Apostles.' 

2.  There  is  another  office  bearer  who  is  ordinary  and  perma- 
nent in  the  Church,  whom  I  have  not  mentioned  particularly,  be- 
cause he  has  no  power  of  regimen  or  order,  in  the  sense  in  which 
I  have  used  these  terms.  I  mean  the  Deacon,  whose  creation, 
qualifications,  and  duties,  are  explicitly  stated  in  the  Scriptures  ; 
and  the  election  and  ordination  of  the  first  seven  Deacons,  to- 
gether with  their  names,  in  the  Church  of  Jerusalem,  are  handed 
down  to  us.'  The  office  thus  created  at  Jerusalem,  was  intro- 
duced into  the  Church  everywhere  :  and  special  honour  seems  to 
have  been  put  on  such  as  discharged  the  office  well,  while  special 
care  whs  taken  to  fill  it  only  with  men  of  honest  report,  full  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  and  wisdom.*  These  officers  are  servants  of  the 
Church,  in  things  having  more  immediate  relation  to  the  manner 
in  which  Christianity  affords  a  remedy  or  solace  under  temporal 
trials  and  sorrows  ;  in  like  manner  as  the  ministers  of  the  word 
are  servants  of  the  Church,  in  things  more  entirely  spiritual 
Their  Greek  name,  which  is  nearly  transferred  into  English,  is 
very  widely  applied  in  the  Scriptures  to  many  sorts  of  service, 
and  many  kinds  of  officers  who  performed  them.  But  this  affords 
no  pretext  for  any  mistake  about  this  office  ;  much  less  for  the 
gross  perversion  of  it ;  as  equally  appears,  whether  we  consider 
the  divine  example  so  particularly  given  us,  or  the  true  relation 
of  the  service  to  be  performed,  whether  to  Christ  himself  or  to 
the  nature  of  his  Kingdom.  I  will  add  a  few  words  as  to  both. 
As  to  the  former,  nothing  can  be  more  precise.  The  twelve  called 
the  multitude  of  the  disciples  ;  that  is  they  convened  a  Church 
meeting  of  the  saints  in  Jerusalem,  and  desired  them,  for  reasons 

»  Matt,  vii.  15;  xxiv.  11 ;  2  Peter,  iL  1;  1  John,  iv.  1;  ReY^  xvi.  13;  xii.20;. 
XX.  10. 

•  Acts,  vL  1-7.  "  PhiL,  i  1 ;  Acts,  vi.  3;  1  Tim.,  iil  8-13. 
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given,  to  make  a  careful  selection  from  among  themselves  of  a 
men  of  peculiar  qualifications  which  are  stated,  whom  the  U 
would  appoint  over  the  things  they  desired  to  separate  from  i 
special  work.  The  ministration  being  then  constant  and  i 
decided  the  number  recommended  ; — seven,  one  for  each  day. 
wlii»le  multitude  being  pleased,  they  chose,  selected,  elected,  c 
sncli  members  of  the  Church  as  the  Apostles  had  described  ; 
of  them  was  a  proselyte — that  is  had  been  first  a  heathen 
then  a  Jew — and  the  bulk  of  the  others,  apparently  not  na 
of  Judea ;  whom  they  set  before  the  Apostles  ;  and  when 
had  prayed  they  laid  hands  on  them.  That  is,  they  ordi 
them  to  be  Deacons  by  prayer  and  the  imposition  of  ha 
which  is  the  way  all  ordinary  office  bearers  were  set  apart  to 
office.  The  only  matters  about  which  the  least  uncertainti 
exist,  is  who  ])rayed  and  who  laid  on  hands.  Probably  the  i 
ties  did  both  ;  probably  the  tribunal  in  that  Church  did  I 
possibly  the  Apostles  prayed,  and  the  tribunal  laid  on  hand 
the  Greek  text  seems  rather  to  indicate — and  as  all  the  coi 
gation  of  Israel  did  when  the  Levites  were  consecrated/  Tl 
tablishment  of  the  office  by  the  Apostles,  and  the  ordinatic 
the  officers  by  prayer  and  the  imposition  of  hands,  in  their 
enco  and  by  their  direction,  together  with  the  free  election  b; 
Church,  and  the  full  concurrence  of  whatever  tribunal  existi 
it,  and  the  peculiar  qualifications,  and  future  duties  of  the  pei 
chosen :  all  those  things  are  beyond  question.  Touching 
other  paint,  the  general  nature  of  the  office  of  Deacon,  an 
relation  on  one  side  to  Christ  and  his  Church,  and  on  the  o 
to  those  temporal  duties  which  the  miseries  and  misfortune 
our  fellow  creatures  and  especially  those  of  our  brethrt^n  in  Ch 
lay  Christians  under :  far  more  ought  to  be  urged,  than  is  si 
ble  in  this  place.  The  New  Obedience  which  we  owe  and  pn 
to  render  to  God,  has  for  its  rule  the  supreme  love  of  him  ; 
the  Good  Works  which  are  such  fruits  of  it  as  relate  chiefl 
man,  has  for  its  rule  the  love  of  our  neighbour  as  ouiselC 
things  whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  should  do  unto  you,  d 
even  so  to  them  ;  for  this  is  the  law  and  prophets.  And  t 
words  of  Jesus  are  so  enforced  by  his  Apostles,  that  one  tell 
our  faith  is  dead  if  it  is  not  manifested  by  works  of  mercy  ; 
another  that  the  love  of  God  cannot  dwell  in  him  whose  bo 

'  Nnm.,  viii.  10. 


CHAP.  XXXI.]      OFFICS    BEABEBS  —  OOYBBNMEKT.       649 

of  compassion  are  shut  up  against  his  suffering  brother.'  I  ii?as 
a  himgered  and  ye  gave  me  meat,  I  was  thirsty  and  ye  gave  me 
drink,  I  was  a  stranger  and  ye  took  me  in,  naked  and  ye  clothed 
me,  I  was  sick  and  ye  visited  me,  I  was  in  prison  and  ye  came 
unto  me :  these  are  the  actions  proclaimed  by  the  Son  of  man 
fipom  the  throne  of  his  glory,  performed  by  those  to  whom  he 
will  say.  Come  ye  blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  Kingdom 
prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the  world.  And  then, 
identifying  himself  in  glory  with  those  who  loved  him  in  suffer- 
ing, his  words  are  still  more  wonderful,  Verily  I  say  unto  yon, 
inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these  my 
brethren  ye  have  done  it  unto  me.'  Why  then  should  there  be 
any  marvel,  that  such  a  Saviour  as  this  should  make  it  a  most 
important  part  of  his  religion,  that  his  followers  should  assuage 
the  miseries  which  he  regards  with  divine  compassion  ;  that  they 
should  alleviate  the  sorrows  which  enter  into  his  own  heart ;  that 
they  should  share  with  him  the  felicity  of  making  others  happy  ; 
the  blessedness  of  making  sacrifices  that  they  may  be  blessed 
who  have  none  to  help  them  ?  Why  should  not  such  a  King  so 
organize  his  Kingdom,  that  the  temporal  results  of  the  sin  which 
has  defiled  his  universe,  should  be  bounded  and  limited  by  the 
very  action  and  progress  of  his  Kingdom,  in  its  everlasting  con- 
flict with  sin  itself  ?  He  has  done  all  this.  How  affecting  is 
the  reproach  to  his  Church,  that  she  so  obscurely  perceives 
it  all ! 

8.  The  angels  of  God  are  all  ministering  spirits,  sent  forth 
to  minister  for  them  who  shall  be  heirs  of  salvation.'  Unto  the 
Son  he  saith,  Thy  throne,  0  God,  is  forever  and  ever  ;  and  again, 
when  he  bringcth  in  the  first  begotten  into  the  world,  he  saith. 
Let  all  the  angels  of  God  worship  him.*  So  close  is  the  connec- 
tion between  Christ,  his  angels,  and  his  redeemed.  The  Greek 
word  which  is  nearly  transferred  into  English,  means  first  a  mes- 
senger, and  then  the  spiritual  being  who  is  the  messenger  of  God. 
The  Gospel,  the  Evangel,  the  joyful  Message,  is  of  the  same 
coinage  in  Greek.  And  Evangelist*  is  another  word  of  the  same 
family  :  the  minister  of  Christ  of  a  peculiar  order,  whose  work 
it  was  to  bear  his  joyful  message  continually,  and  everywhere. 

»  James,  il  1-13;  1  John,  iii.  17.  «  Matt,  xxv.  31-40. 

•  Heb.,  I  14;  Psalm  civ.  4.  *  lleb.,  i.  G,  8. 

♦  Ayyf  Aof — Ktayj  e?.LOv — Kvay  vvAtffDyr — Kvay)  th^u 
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This  office  bearer  is  expressly  mentioned  as  one  amongst  the  ai 
cension  gifts  of  Christ  :*  being  named  between  the  obvioosl 
ordinary  and  extraordinary  officers  of  the  Church.  Philip,  tl 
same  who  was  one  of  the  original  seven  Deacons  as  is  exprettl 
said  to  distinguish  him  from  the  Apostle  of  the  same  name, 
called,  about  twenty-seven  years  afterwards,  the  Bvangelist ;  i 
which  time  he  resided  at  Caesarea,  having  four  daughters  wl 
were  virgins  which  did  prophesy.  It  was  at  his  house,  and  ( 
this  occasion,  that  Agabus,  a  prophet,  showed  to  Paul  who  wil 
his  company  was  there,  that  the  Jews  at  Jerusalem  whither  1 
was  going,  would  deliver  him  bound  into  the  hands  of  tl 
Gentiles.'  Some  years  after  this,  Paul  writing  to  Timothy 
Corinth  probably,  and  just  before  his  own  offering  up,  thus  a 
dressed  him  :  Watch  thou  in  all  things,  endure  afflictions,  do  t] 
work  of  an  Evangelist,  make  full  proof  of  thy  ministry.  Wh 
the  venerable  Apostle  understood  by  thb,  he  had  partly  explaini 
before,  with  the  most  solemn  earnestness  ;  Preach  the  word,  I 
instant  in  season  and  out  of  season,  reprove,  rebuke,  exhort  wi 
all  long-suffering  and  doctrine.'  These  are  the  most  unqoc 
tionable  mention  I  have  found  of  this  office  :  though  the  plac 
are  very  numerous  which  may  imply  it,  more  or  less  clearly ;  ai 
this  order  of  office  bearers  seems  to  have  been  numerous,  at  fin 
A  careful  consideration  of  the  labours  and  acts  of  these  two  gre 
Evangelists,  as  they  appear  in  various  scattered  notices  ;  will  sho 
that  they  were  neither  of  the  order  of  Apostles,  nor  that  of  Pr 
phets,  on  the  one  side  ;  nor  that  of  ordinary  Presbyters  on  tl 
other,  whether  of  the  class  of  Ministers,  or  the  class  of  Bolii 
Elders.  But  they  were  Extraordinary  Officers,  in  so  far  as  thi 
did  not  appertain,  in  an  ordinary  way  to  the  regular  administn 
tion  of  the  settled  Church.  On  the  other  hand,  they  are  office 
permanent  in  the  Church,  whenever  the  occasion  demands  the 
employment.  They  constitute  the  link,  so  to  speak,  betwo 
those  officers,  like  Apostles,  who  have  plenary  power  and  are  i 
spired,  and  those  like  Elders,  who  are  both  ordinary  and  {lerm 
nent :  an  officer  excluded  from  interior  work  in  a  complete 
settled  state  of  the  Church,  but  indispensable  in  the  exteri 
efforts  of  the  Church  to  extend  itself,  and  important  in  vario 
ways  on  occasions  of  great  internal  languishment  or  destitutic 
The  total  disuse  of  tiiis  office  is,  therefore,  without  divine  wi 
'Eph^iv.  11.  •  Acta  xxi.  8-15.  •  2  Tim.,  iy.  l-«. 
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rant ;  while  its  internal  ordinary  use,  is  contrary  to  the  ordinance 
of  God,  and  subversive  in  various  ways  of  the  divine  polity  of 
the  Church. 

IV. — 1.  According  to  the  doctrine  I  have  taught,  which  I 
think  is  plainly  the  doctrine  of  the  Scriptures,  civil  society  is  an 
ordinance  of  God  ;  and  its  actual  formation  produces  inevitably 
certain  aggregate  necessities  and  results,  which  with  reference  to 
government  in  itself  considered,  are  perfectly  distinct,  and  capa- 
ble of  an  exhaustive  scientific  statement.  It  is  in  society  itself 
that  all  power  is  naturally  vested  by  God  ;  and  it  is  by  the  naked 
feet  of  the  existence  of  society,  that  these  powers  manifest  them- 
selves in  an  aggregate  manner,  as  soon  as  society  assumes  a  con- 
dition above  that  of  its  ancient  tribal  form.  And  these  powers 
thus  aggregately  manifested,  and  the  functions  of  society  pro- 
duced thereby,  are  not  casual,  in  any  sense  whatever  ;  but  besides 
being  by  divine  ordination  they  are  of  that  ordination  in  such  a 
manner,  as  to  be  responsive  to  the  nature  of  man  as  a  being  having 
Reason,  Conscience,  and  Will  ;  and  also  responsive  to  the  nature 
of  God,  as  the  Lawgiver,  the  Judge,  and  the  Ruler  of  the  Uni- 
verse. What  God  leaves  to  the  natural  freedom  of  man,  is  the 
shaping  of  the  government  of  every  particular  society,  according 
to  its  own  choice,  and  the  creation  of  such  particular  institutions 
under  such  government  thus  formed,  as  that  society  shall  choose  ; 
respect  being  had,  on  one  hnnd,  to  all  truth  and  morality,  and  on 
the  other  to  the  individual  and  social  progress  of  the  race.  The 
visible  Church  is  an  organized  society  of  human  beings  ;  and 
supposing  it  could  exist  independently  of  divine  revelation, 
everything  would  be  true  of  it,  that  is  true  concerning  society 
absolutely  considered  ;  and  supposing  it  to  have  a  divine  reve- 
lation, everything  in  which  this  society  differs  fundamentally  from 
all  society  absolutely  considered,  is  the  product  of  that  revela- 
tion. The  nature  and  the  extent  of  the  resemblance  and  the 
difference  between  the  visible  Church  and  all  other  societies,  and 
the  actual  nature  of  the  visible  Church  and  its  government,  and 
its  institutions,  as  by  divine  revelation  ;  I  have  endeavoured  to 
explain  and  to  demonstrate.  As  the  result  of  all,  I  suppose  this 
divine  government  of  this  peculiar  society,  is  capable  of  being 
clearly  exhibited  in  a  few  consecutive  statements.     Thus  : 

(a)  The  first  principle  of  this  government,  considered  as  ac- 
tually exercised,  is  that  the  whole  power  of  it  is  in  the  hands  of 
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office  bearers,  whose  office  is  ordained,  d( 
himself,  and  every  one  of  whom  must 
of  God  to  his  office,  attested  by  the  eh 
congregation,  and  by  ordination  by  a  C 
emraent  in  the  hands  of  Presbyters — E 

(6)  The  second  principle  is,  that  thi 
are  in  their  hands,  not  severally  and  ma 
when  they  are  met  as  a  tribunal,  and  c 
name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  onl; 
the  Church  ;  all  authority  being  in  and 
cacy  in  and  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  As  hf 
the  Church  is  a  commonwealth,  and  iti 
nals  composed  of  a  jdurality  of  Presby 

(c)  The  thirtl  principle  is,  that  the 
all  of  one  order,  all  equal  in  dignity 
Rulers  ;  but  that  order  is  divided  into 
labour  in  word  and  doctrine  and  an 
ries  of  God,  in  which  additional  functio 
of  equal  rank,  authority,  and  dignity  oi 
to  which  each  particular  Presbyter  belc 
vocation  and  ordination  ;  and  every  ti 
constituted  out  of  some  of  each  class  oi 
tribunals  of  the  Church  are  neither  cler 
Presbyterial. 

{(l)  The  fourth  principle  is,  that  th 
Christ,  is  one  Church,  and  might  all  be 
uiinistralion.  Its  division  into  natio 
Churches,  is  a  necessity  arising  under  tl 
dence,  and  is  ni.*itlier  avoidable,  nor  of 
Gospel  dispensation.  The  division  of  a 
or  national  Chui-ch  into  smaller  parti 
Presbyteries,  and  Synods,  is  by  the  ordi 
from  bi-eaking  its  unity  or  efficiency, 
congregations  with  their  tribunals  are  1 
of  the  government ;  and  each  one  posses 
by  the  whole  Church.  Their  union  cc 
with  its  tribunal  over  those  composing 
terics  constitutes  the  Synod  with  its  tril 
ingit:  the  union  of  all  constituting  t 
General  Assembly  of  the  whole  Church 


CHAP.  XXXI.]      OPPICE    BEABER8  —  QOVERNMENT.      653 

The  principle  of  representation  begins  with  the  vocation  of  the 
oflBce  bearer  by  the  congregation,  and  vitally  pervades  the  whole 
system.  The  government  of  the  Christian  Church  is  a  strictly 
limited  Representative  Government,  in  the  bosom  of  a  free, 
spiritual  commonwealth. 

2.  The  erection  of  such  a  government  as  this  at  the  very  dawn 
of  ancient  society,  and  in  the  midst  of  Asiatic  despotism  ;  the 
perfect  development  of  it  in  the  heart  of  the  Roman  Empire,  by 
a  portion  of  one  of-  its  conquered  provinces  ;  the  wide  dissemina- 
tion of  it  through  the  earth,  in  utter  disregard  of  every  form  of 
human  tyranny;  its  perfect  preservation  throughout  centuries 
of  gross  darkness  and  universal  oppression  ;  its  reappearance 
wherever  it  had  been  apparently  extinguished  ;  and  the  august 
spectacle  it  now  presents  throughout  the  earth  :  all  combined 
exhibits  one  of  the  most  striking  phenomena  in  the  career  of  the 
human  race.  It  has  withstood  everything,  through  all  ages, 
from  within  and  from  without,  before  which  everything  else  has 
perished.  It  cannot  perish  as  long  as  it  is  true  to  Christ,  the  Son 
of  the  living  God,  who  made  it  and  pronounced  it  invulnerable 
even  to  the  gates  of  hell,  so  long  as  it  is  built  upon  him.  All 
that  it  has  yet  accomplished,  and  all  it  may  hereafter  do,  for  the 
temporal  amelioration  and  the  spiritual  regeneration  of  mankind, 
is  due  only  to  him  who  is  over  all,  God  blessed  forevermore.  Of 
itself,  and  considered  merely  as  the  form  through  which  the 
Church  acts,  it  appears  to  be  capable  of  producing,  in  the  highest 
degree,  those  two  opposite  results  which  are  the  perfection  of  all 
government ;  namely,  the  highest  individual  development,  and 
the  highest  united  eflSciency.  But  what  gives  it  its  great  glory 
and  power,  is  that  God  has  made  it  the  instrument  of  diffusing 
through  the  Church,  and  of  bestowing  on  men  through  her,  the 
benefits  of  those  inestimable  Gifts,  to  the  explanation  of  which 
this  Fifth  Book  is  devoted  ;  amongst  which  Gifts,  Office  Bearers 
and  the  Government  in  their  hands,  must  be  ranked  as  not  the 
least. 


THE     KNOWLEDGE     OF     GOD, 

SUBJECTIVELY    CONSIDERED. 


ARGUMENT  OF  THE  GENERAL  CONCLUSION. 


The  general  demonstration,  according  to  the  conception  I  have  of  the 
Knowledge  of  God  subjectively  considered,  and  according  to  the  method  I 
adopt  in  the  statement  of  that  Knowledge,  seems  to  me  to  be  concluded  at  the 
end  of  the  preceding  Book.  The  following  chapter,  therefore,  has  two  objects^ 
and  is  divided  into  two  parts.  The  first  object,  to  which  the  first  large  division 
of  the  chapter  is  devoted,  is  to  point  out  the  fundamental  nature  of  religion 
and  of  salvation :  to  disclose  the  absolute  and  universal  identity  of  Immanuel, 
with  true  religion  and  with  salvation :  to  explain  the  nature  of  the  oovenant 
of  Grace,  and  its  relation  to  the  nature  of  God,  and  to  the  possibility  of  true 
religion  in  man :  to  disclose  the  manifestation  of  that  eternal  covenant,  in  the 
creation  and  progress  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  in  this  world,  firom  the  first 
proclamation  of  the  covenant  to  the  present  time :  and  to  exhibit  the  actual 
point  reached  in  the  manifestation  of  the  covenant,  and  in  the  progress  of  the 
Kindom  of  Gk)d  under  it  The  second  object,  to  which  the  second  large  divi- 
sion of  the  chapter  is  devoted,  is  to  disclose — ^in  brief — the  further  manifesta- 
tion, and  the  consummation  of  the  covenant  of  Grace,  and  the  further  progress, 
final  triumph,  and  eternal  state  of  the  Kingdom  of  Gk>d :  which  is  attempted, 
not  at  all  in  the  way  of  prophetical  interpretation,  but  wholly  as  matter  of 
Christian  doctrine.  In  doing  this,  a  general  and  condensed  survey  is  attempted, 
of  the  chief  of  those  infinite  future  realities,  which  the  Scriptures  connect  with 
the  person,  and  work,  and  glory  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  and  their  relation 
to  the  Godhead — ^their  efiects  upon  the  created  universe,  especially  upon  this 
earth — their  relation  to  the  Church  in  its  Gospel,  its  Millennial,  and  its  Eternal 
state — their  influence  upon  the  mortal  and  the  immortal  existence  of  the  human 
race,  considered  as  a  whole  and  as  individuals,  considered  as  united  to  Christ 
and  as  without  Christ — and  finally  their  relation  to  the  second  coming  and 
Millennial  Reign  of  the  glorified  Redeemer — ^are  all  sought  to  be  disclosed  in  so 
far,  as  in  the  present  state  of  Knowledge,  light  can  be  thereby  thrown  upon 


CHAPTER     XXXII. 

GENERAL  CONCLUSION:    PROGRESS  AND  CONSUMMATION  OF  GOD'S 
ETERNAL  COVENANT. 

L  1.  Tho  Objective  Knowledge  of  God— and  its  Statement:  Relation  thereof  to  reli- 
gion.—2.  The  Subjective  Knowledge  of  God:  the  Means  and  Effects  thereoC— 
8.  The  middle  term  between  God  and  slnlefis  man  subverted  by  the  Fall :  Restorod 
bj  the  Mediator  between  God  and  sinful  men:  Relation  of  Salvation  by  Grace  to 
the  N«iture  of  God.— 4.  Relation  of  the  manner  of  Salvation  to  the  mode  of  the 
Divine  Existence :  the  Eternal  Covenant  of  Redemption:  special  Relation  of  the 
Son  of  God  thereto— 5.  ¥\ni  Proclamation  of  this  Eternal  Covenant,  and  the 
effects  thereof:  tho  Kingdom  created  by  and  under  it :  Messiah  the  Prince :  Pro- 
gress of  the  Kingdom  to  the  present  time. — G.  The  actual  Posture  of  the  Kingdom, 
in  the  form  of  the  Gospel  Church :  the  Demonstration  which  has  been  attempted 
of  the  Subjective  Knowledge  of  God  unto  Salvation. — IL  1.  Consummation  of  Gk)d*B 
Eternal  Covenant,  with  Refation  to  Hiin  and  to  all  his  Works. — 2.  Future  Pro- 
gress of  the  Gospel  Church:  Millennial  state:  Eternal  state.— 3.  Every  Effect  of 
Sin  upon  tho  Universe  retrieved :  tho  consummation  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace, 
with  Reference  to  this  Earth.— 4.  Effect  of  that  consummation  upon  the  Human 
Race,  individually  considered:  Eternal  Death  of  the  Wicked:  Eternal  Lifb  of  the 
Righteous.— 5.  The  Sum  and  Result  of  all,  with  Relation  to  God,  and  with  Rela- 
tion to  the  Created  Universe,  especially  the  human  Race. — 6.  The  second  Coming 
of  the  Son  of  Man — and  his  Millennial  Glory. — 7.  Jesus,  and  the  Knowledge  of 
him,  and  tho  Life  through  him. 

I. — 1.  The  objective  treatment  of  divine  truth  depends  for 
its  success  upon  our  knowledge  of  God,  who  is  both  the  author 
and  substance  of  it  all.  Even  our  knowledge  of  ourselves,  of  the 
created  universe,  of  the  course  and  event  of  providence — ^indeed 
of  all  things — depends,  when  objectively  considered,  upon  this 
knowledge  of  God,  the  author  and  substance  of  all  truth.  In 
total  ignorance  of  God,  there  can  be  no  possibility  of  any  treat- 
ment a  priori  of  his  nature,  his  Attributes,  his  works — or  the 
relation  of  any  truth  to  him  :  that  is  there  can  be  no  objective 
treatment  of  divine  truth,  in  our  total  ignorance  of  it.  When 
our  d  2^riori  knowledge  of  God,  therefore,  is  ridiculed  by  infidel 
philosophers,  and  the  ridicule  is  extended  to  all  attempts  to  treat 
divine  truth  objectively ;  it  is  their  own  method,  not  ours,  which. 
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truth  involves  d  priori  knowledge  of  oarselves^  as  really  as  it  does 
d  posteriori  knowledge  of  God  and  of  Beligion.  It  is  not  to  in- 
fluence God — but  it  is  to  influence  man,  that  Beligion  exists. 
God  is  from  eternity,  and  is  the  source  of  all  things :  man  is  of 
yesterday,  the  creature  of  God,  the  source  of  nothing  that  rises 
higher  than  a  second  cause.  How  vain  is  it  to  speak  of  his  hav- 
ing, of  himself,  such  an  intuition  of  Gkxl,  as  to  guide  him  stead- 
ily along  the  line  of  the  infinite  relation  which  God  bears  to  him  ; 
when  he  has  no  such  intuition  of  himself  as  to  enable  him  to 
take  a  single  step  along  that  immeasurable  line,  except  by  the 
light  which  shines  from  the  divine  source  of  light.  Even  this  d 
priori  knowledge  of  himself,  which  he  must  possess  before  it  is 
possible  for  him  to  know  what  is,  what  ought  to  be,  or  what  can 
be  wrought  in  him  by  God's  truth  and  God's  Spirit ;  is  not  only 
unreal,  but  is  impossible  to  any  created  being,  much  less  to  a 
fallen  sinner,  independently  of  his  d  posteriori  knowledge  of 
Gt)d,  and  from  God.  We  cannot  know  ourselves  as  creatures, 
except  as  we  know  God  the  Creator ;  we  cannot  know  ourselves 
as  sinners,  except  as  we  know  God  as  our  Lawgiver ;  we  cannot 
know  salvation,  except  as  we  know  the  Saviour.  It  is  God  mak- 
ing himself  known  to  us  by  means  of  those  manifestations  of 
which  I  have  already  spoken,  who  at  the  same  time,  and  by  the 
same  means, — and  perhaps  I  should  add,  to  the  same  degree, 
makes  us  known  to  ourselves.  It  is  in  him  that  we  live  and 
move  and  have  our  being  :  and  the  very  conviction  of  his  exist- 
ence which  leaves  all  men  without  excuse,  and  by  means  of  which 
his  eternal  power  und  Godhead  are  clearly  seen  and  understood 
through  the  works  of  his  hands,  is  a  manifestation  of  God  in 
them  made  by  himself,  and  a  revelation  of  his  wrath  against  all 
ungodliness  and  unrighteousness  of  men.  Step  by  step  the 
knowledge  of  G^d  unto  salvation  is  a  revelation  to  us,  and  a  rev- 
elation in  us.  We  are  the  subjects  of  a  sublime  subjective  work 
of  God's  word  and  Spirit  in  us  ;  and  at  the  same  time,  both  Otod 
and  our  own  souls,  and  the  relation  between  the  two,  are  objects 
of  a  sublime  objective  knowledge.  Created  at  first  in  the  image 
of  God — ^but  fallible  ;  after  our  fall,  restored  indeed  to  the  lost 
image  of  God,  but  so  restored  that  the  Godhead  has  taken  our 
human  nature  into  eternal  union  with  itself,  and  has  in  addition 
made  human  beings  partakers  of  the  divine  nature  by  a  divine 
regeneration — thus  securing  them  from  all  lapse  forever.    The 
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It  18  to  the  Holy  Ghost^  as  the  Spirit  that  giveth  life,  as  the 
Spirit  of  all  truth,  and  as  the  Spirit  of  all  Holiness,  that  they 
constantly  direct  us ;  the  Spirit  of  the  Father  and  of  the  Son 
— ^the  true  author  of  all  truth  unto  salvation,  whether  revealed 
or  only  inspired — the  true  renewer  and  sanctifier  of  the  human 
80ul — ^the  true  comforter  of  God's  children  and  Reprover  of 
the  world.  Between  these  two,  is  the  Son  ;  as  between  God  and 
men,  he  is  the  Mediator.  That  he  may  be  Mediator,  he  is  God 
and  man — Godman.  As  Mediator,  he  is  Prophet,  Priest,  and 
King :  as  all  he  executes  the  offices  of  all,  in  Humiliation  and 
in  Exaltation.  And  that  Word  of  Life,  of  which  I  have  said 
the  Holy  Spirit  was  the  true  Inspirer  and  Bevealer,  is  the  only 
infallible  rule  to  p^de  us  in  all  knowledge  of  God  unto  salvation, 
objectively  considered  ;  as  it  is  the  only  direct  instrument  used 
by  the  Spirit  in  all  his  subjective  work  in  us,  unto  salvation. 
From  the  moment  that  we  find  the  Godman  placed  between  God 
and  men,  as  the  sum  of  every  relation  involved  in  the  word  Beli- 
gion,  and  the  complete  expression  of  everything  that  points  to- 
wards salvation  for  lost  sinners  ;  two  ideas — ^with  their  opposites 
— ^reign  throughout  all  the  word  of  God,  and  throughout  all  the 
dealings  of  God  with  men.  In  this  life,  it  is  to  penitent  and  be- 
lieving sinners  Grace  abounding — Grace  triumphant :  and  in  the 
life  to  come,  it  is  Grace  swallowed  up  in  glory.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  in  this  life,  to  God's  obdurate  enemies,  warnings,  re- 
bukes, and  threatenings,  mingled  with  exhortations  and  entrea- 
ties to  be  reconciled  to  him  :  and  in  the  life  to  come,  the  worm 
that  shall  never  die,  and  the  fire  that  shall  never  be  quenched, 

4.  The  fcLCt  that  there  is  any  salvation  for  sinners  does  not  de- 
pend more  absolutely  upon  the  nature  of  God,  than  the  manner 
of  salvation  does  upon  the  mode  of  his  existence.  I  have  proved 
in  a  great  variety  of  forms,  that  supposing  the  doctrine  of  the 
Trinity,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  to  be  plainly  revealed  in  the 
Scriptures,  it  is  not  conceivable  that  a  way  of  salvation  at  all  dif- 
ferent from  that  disclosed  in  them,  could  accord  with  that  mode 
of  the  divine  existence  ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  that  if  nothing 
bad  been  directly  taught  concerning  the  mode  of  the  divine  exist- 
ence, the  way  of  salvation  disclosed  in  the  Scriptures  would  be 
incomprehensible,  upon  any  supposition  of  the  mode  of  the  divine 
existence,  except  that  mode  revealed  therein.  I  will  add,  that 
seeing  we  know  nothing  concerning  the  peculiar  mode  of  God's 
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object  of  llio  knowledge  la  infinite — even  God  himeelf ;  thii 
mmm  of  it,  lai«  manifestationB  of  himself :  the  result  of  itj 
ktiowleclr^€  t*f  uiirielve!^.  The  sutjoct  of  the  work,  is  h>flt  sin-j 
nars^ — ^who  iKying  ri'stored  to  the  image  and  united  to  the  Son  of  ^ 
Godj  Rrt»  made  ]ttirtakers  of  the  divine?  nature,  Jind  eternally  ex- 
alted in  glorj  and  blessed neaa  beyund  uU  u*mception  of  the  h^rtj 
of  man. 

3*  In  a'cerUin  eengej  the  middle  term  between  God  and  nmoJ 
the  rehitii^n  between  them^  namely,  oat  of  wbicli  Rt^liglon  sprii3g8p| 
asfiimea  a  moit  wonderfid  agpt»et  m  »i>on  as  mn  entersj  and  graetj 
and   sahMitltm  ain?  prockiuipd.     That   middle  term  as  betwe 
Ck>d  and  polluted  rebc^kj  lost  all  it«  origfual  signifieance  by  thl 
Fall  of  man:  and  what  takes  its  place  is  the  mudiator  bctwc 
God  and  sinful  men— the  Qodmnn — the  Saviour  of  the  world 
Under  tbe  Oovenaut  of  Grace  the  formula  is,  Gud — Godniaa— ^j 
man.    Of  man  the  statement  is  brief  and  Bimpie.     First,  life  j 
then,  immortality.    Of  life  two  posj^ibnities  ;  first,  pollution  at-1 
tended  by  misery  ;  seei)ndl3'^  purity  attended  by  blossednesa.  OfJ 
immortality^  two  posdbilitiee :  firBt,  shame  and  everlasting  con^ 
tamptj  as  the  concluflion  of  the  pollution  and  miseiy  ;  second ly, ' 
infinite  glory  and  felicity,  as  the  conclusion  of   the  purity  and 
blessedness  which  grace  [iroduced*    Of  God,  in  whose  light  every 
particular  eonceming  man  is  seen,  the  statement  notwithstanding 
all  his  manifestations  of  himself,  can  never  appear  to  the  thought- 
fhl  mind,  wholly  divested  of  the  diflBculty  which  attends  its  over- 
powering nature.     God,  the  infinite,  the  eternal,  the  unchange- 
able, in  his  being  and  in  his  perfections  :  perfections,  infinite  in 
number,  and  each  one  infinite  in  itself — of  which  we  know  im- 
perfectly a  very  few  in  comparison  of  all,  and  even  of  these  so 
little  that  even  a  classification  of  them  above  cavil,  has  never 
been,  suggested.   This  living  and  true  God,  our  Creator,  our  Pre- 
server, our  Lawgiver,  our  Ruler,  our  Father,  our  Saviour^  our 
Judge  and  Redeemer ;  so    exists  that  in  his  infinite  Spiritual 
Essence,  there  is  absolute  unity,  and  but  one  G  >d  ;  and  jet  the 
mode  of  that  existence  is  such  that  of  that  Essence  thi*re  ait^ 
three  divine />6r«of?^,  as  we  express  it  in  English,  the  same  In  sub- 
stance, equal  in  power  and  glory :  namely  thj  Father,  the  Son 
and  the  Holy  Ghost.    In  the  matter  of  our  salvaiioi^ — it  is  the 
Father,  to  whose  Goodness,  Love,  Holiness,  Justice,  Truth,  Wis- 
dom, Power,  Will,  the  Scriptures  constantly  direct  our  thoughts. 
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It  is  to  the  Holy  Ghost^  as  the  Spirit  that  giveth  life,  as  the 
Spirit  of  all  truth,  and  as  the  Spirit  of  all  Holiness,  that  they 
constantly  direct  us ;  the  Spirit  of  the  Father  and  of  the  Son 
— ^the  true  author  of  all  truth  unto  salvation,  whether  revealed 
or  only  inspired — the  true  renewer  and  sanctifier  of  the  human 
soul — the  true  comforter  of  God's  children  and  Beprover  of 
the  world.  Between  these  two,  is  the  Son  ;  as  between  God  and 
men,  he  is  the  Mediator.  That  he  may  be  Mediator,  he  is  God 
and  man — Godman.  As  Mediator,  he  is  Prophet,  Priest,  and 
King :  as  all  he  executes  the  offices  of  all,  in  Humiliation  and 
in  Exaltation.  And  that  Word  of  Life,  of  which  I  have  said 
the  Holy  Spirit  was  the  true  Inspirer  and  Bevealer,  is  the  only 
infallible  rule  to  p^de  us  in  all  knowledge  of  God  unto  salvation, 
objectively  considered ;  as  it  is  the  only  direct  instrument  used 
by  the  Spirit  in  all  his  subjective  work  in  us,  unto  salvation. 
From  the  moment  that  we  find  the  Godman  placed  between  God 
and  men,  as  the  sum  of  every  relation  involved  in  the  word  Beli* 
gion,  and  the  complete  expression  of  everything  that  points  to- 
wards salvation  for  lost  sinners  ;  two  ideas — ^with  their  opposites 
— ^reign  throughout  all  the  word  of  God,  and  throughout  all  the 
dealings  of  God  with  men.  In  this  life,  it  is  to  penitent  and  be- 
lieving sinners  Grace  abounding — Grace  triumphant :  and  in  the 
life  to  come,  it  is  Grace  swallowed  up  in  glory.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  in  this  life,  (o  God's  obdurate  enemies,  warnings,  re- 
bukes, and  threatenings,  mingled  with  exhortations  and  entrea- 
ties to  be  reconciled  to  him  :  and  in  the  life  to  come,  the  worm 
that  shall  never  die,  and  the  fire  that  shall  never  be  quenched, 

4  The  £ict  that  there  is  any  salvation  for  sinners  does  not  de- 
pend more  absolutely  upon  the  nature  of  God,  than  the  manner 
of  salvation  does  upon  the  mode  of  his  existence.  I  have  proved 
in  a  great  variety  of  forms,  that  supposing  the  doctrine  of  the 
Trinity,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  to  be  plainly  revealed  in  the 
Scriptures,  it  is  not  conceivable  that  a  way  of  salvation  at  all  dif- 
ferent from  that  disclosed  in  them,  could  accord  with  that  mode 
of  the  divine  existence  ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  that  if  nothing 
bad  been  directly  taught  concerning  the  mode  of  the  divine  exist- 
ence, the  way  of  salvation  disclosed  in  the  Scriptures  would  be 
incomprehensible,  upon  any  supposition  of  the  mode  of  the  divine 
existence,  except  that  mode  revealed  therein.  I  nvill  add,  that 
seeing  we  know  nothing  concerning  the  peculiar  mode  of  God's 
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counsel,  purpose,  decree,  and  will  of  Gtod  are  expressed  according 
to  that  manner  which  discriminates  the  peculiar  mode  of  the 
divine  existence  ;  God  considered  absolutely,  and  again  consid- 
ered with  relation  to  his  threefold  personality,  is  revealed  to  us 
concerning  the  whole  matter  of  our  salvation,  and  concerning  his 
own  infinite  glory  therein.  Each  Person  of  the  Godhead,  accord- 
ing to  his  special  office  work  in  our  salvation  under  this  Eternal 
Covenant,  is  a  party  to  it  not  only  with  reference  to  the  glory  of 
Gk)d  thereby,  and  with  reference  to  every  result  of  it  upon  the 
whole  universe,  bnt  also,  and  very  particularly,  with  reference  to 
the  salvation  of  Qod's  Elect,  and  the  manner  thereof.  It  is  very 
obvious,  therefore,  that  the  elect  of  God  are  from  eternity  parties 
in  interest  to  this  Covenant ;  and  are  so  by  and  through  every 
Person  of  the  Godhead,  every  one  of  whom  in  his  participation 
in  the  covenant  had  special  relation  to  the  salvation  of  the  Elect, 
according  to  the  special  office  work  of  each  Person  under  the 
covenant.  But  the  whole  office  work  of  the  Second  Person  of 
the  Godhead  under  this  covenant,  is  of  such  a  nature,  and  iden- 
tifies him  so  completely  with  those  whom  he  redeems  and  saves  ; 
that  it  is  to  him  the  Scriptures  pre-eminently  direct  our  atten- 
tion as  representing  the  Elect  of  God  in  the  covenant ;  and  it  is 
absolutely  by  means  of  our  union  with  him  through  a  divine  re- 
generation, and  as  our  crucified  and  risen  Saviour,  that  we  ever 
become  parties  in  fact  to  the  covenant  in  his  blood.  Moreover, 
there  is  a  special  reference  to  him  in  the  office  work  of  both  the 
other  Per8«)ns  of  the  Godhead  :  for  the  gift  of  him  to  be  our  Sa- 
viour is  the  crowning  proof  of  the  love  of  the  Father,  and  it  is  for 
his  pake  that  we  are  both  justified  and  adopted  by  him  ;  whil^ 
the  entire  work  of  the  Spirit  is  with  perpetual  reference  to  him. 
Our  salvation,  therefore,  is  absolutely  through  grace,  absolutely 
by  covenant,  absolutely  responsive  to  the  nature  of  Qt)d,  abso- 
lutely decisive  concerning  the  mode  of  his  being. 

5.  The  existence  of  this  Eternal  Covenant  is  first  manifested 
in  the  proclamation  of  the  Saviour  by  Otody  as  a  part  of  his  sen- 
tence upon  Satan  after  the  Fall  of  Man.  That  proclamation 
changed  the  destiny  of  the  universe,  as  completely  as  the  Fall  of 
Man  had  before  changed  it.  Instead  of  executing  at  once  the 
penalty  annexed  to  the  Covenant  of  Works,  God  pronounced 
upon  Satan,  upon  the  man  and  the  woman,  and  upon  the  earth, 
what  I  have  called  an  interlocutory  sentence— opening  up  the 
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under  God's  covenant  with  Noah,  a  distinct  offer  by  Messiah 
himself  to  save  it  under  this  new  form.  The  last  and  greatest 
of  the  universal  world-powerSj  for  answer,  crucified  the  Lord  of 
life  ;  instigated  thereto  by  the  very  race — the  very  Church — the 
very  commonwealth  which,  of  all  on  earth,  were  most  peculiarly 
his  own.  Can  it  be  possible,  after  this,  for  any  world-power,  any 
commonwealth,  any  organized  Church,  any  race  as  such,  to  in* 
herit  the  Millennial  Glory  ?  The  chosen  kingdom,  chosen  com- 
monwealth, chosen  people,  chosen  Church — all  are  guilty  of  the 
blood  of  the  Son  of  Gt)d  1  Where  are  they  now  ?  How  will 
they — and  those  of  whom  they  were  divinely-appointed  types — 
appear  at  the  second  coming  of  the  Son  of  Man  ?  And  now, 
last  of  all,  more  than  eighteen  centuries  of  the  Gospel  Dispen- 
sation of  the  Covenant  of  Grace  have  passed  over  the  world ; 
and  the  living  generation  stands,  for  a  little  while,  in  its  lot,  to 
accomplish  its  own  probation,  to  behold  the  progress  of  the  whole 
creation  groaning  and  travailing  in  pain  together  under  the  curse 
of  sin,  but  with  God's  promise  of  deliverance,  and  then  to  give 
place  to  another  generation.  And  what  is  the  result  of  these 
sixty  centuries  of  probation  for  man,  and  progress  for  the  King- 
dom of  Messiah  ?  What  is  the  result  of  these  eighteen  centu- 
ries of  Gospel  Grace  during  which  the  glorified  Godman  has  been 
exalted  to  the  throne  of  the  universe — and  has  sent  the  Spirit  of 
God  to  abide  with  his  people  as  their  Comforter — with  the  world 
as  its  Reprover  ? 

6.  We  sliall  have  no  more  sacrifice  for  sin,  no  more  revelation 
of  the  saving  grace  of  God,  no  more  incarnation  of  the  Son  of 
Gt>d.  When  the  glorified  Redeemer  sat  down  on  the  right  hand 
of  the  Majesty  on  high,  the  heavens  received  him  until  the  times 
of  restitution  of  all  things,  which  God  hath  spoken  by  the  mouth 
of  all  his  holy  prophets  since  the  world  began.  Until  Jehovah 
makes  his  foes  his  footstool,  his  place  is  at  his  right  hand.  And 
being  by  the  right  hand  of  God  exalted,  and  having  received  of 
the  Father  the  promise  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  having  shed  it 
forth  on  Pentecost ;  those  last  days  predicted  so  long  before  by 
Joel,  and  now  explained  by  Peter,  are  fully  come,  and  God  pours 
out  his  Spirit  upon  all  flesh.  And  while  they  last,  and  until 
that  great  and  notable  day  of  the  Lord  which  closes  them  shall 
come  ;  it  is  the  constant  and  unalterable  doctrine  of  all  Scripture 
that  whosoever  shall  call  on  the  name  of  the  Lord  shall  be 


CHAP.  ZXZIL]  C0KCLU8I0H.  667 

i*cgard  to  them^  my  object  is  not  to  repeat  any  discussion  of  them  ; 
but  to  indicate  generally  the  consummation  of  the  Covenant 
of  Grace,  for  all  the  future  beyond  the  point  now  actually 
reached  ;  in  a  manner  somewhat  analogous  to  that  in  which  I 
have  just  been  exhibiting  its  progress  through  all  the  past,  up  to 
the  consummation  it  has  now  reached. 

II. — 1.  It  is  not  possible  to  doubt  that  God  has  objects  worthy 
of  himself,  in  all  his  works  of  creation,  of  providence,  and  of 
grace;  or  to  doubt  that  those  objects  will  be  perfectly  ac- 
complished. What  those  objects  are,  he  has  informed  us  in  his 
blessed  word,  to  a  certain  extent ;  and  what  he  has  there  said, 
accords  with  all  we  are  able  to  gather  from  every  other  manifes- 
tation of  himself  to  us.  He  purposes,  by  all  his  works,  to  make 
known  bis  own  being  and  perfections  to  all  his  intelligent  uni- 
verse, for  the  glory  of  his  own  great  name  ;  and  in  doing  this, 
to  bestow  the  highest  blessedness  on  his  creatures  which  can  con- 
sist with  that  chief  object.  In  the  Plan  of  Salvation  these  two 
objects  are  identified  in  the  highest  degree,  which  the  infinite 
wisdom  of  God  could  suggest,  and  his  infinite  power  execute. 
Concerning  it,  therefore,  he  has  revealed  to  man  the  knowledge 
of  his  counsel,  purpose,  will  and  decree,  and  also  the  knowledge 
of  his  Eternal  Covenant  relating  thereto  :  with  a  distinctness  and 
fulness,  out  of  all  comparison  with  the  knowledge  of  him  at- 
tainable by  man,  concerning  anything  else.  So  that  the  perfect 
consummation  of  that  Covenant  of  God,  and  the  complete  ac- 
complishment of  everything  embraced  in  it,  are  invested  with  the 
highest  conceivable  certainty. 

2.  The  existence  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  is  the  immediate 
result  of  the  proclamation  by  him  of  his  Eternal  Covenant.  The 
perpetuity  of  that  Kingdom,  is  as  certain  as  the  perpetuity  of 
the  Covenant ;  as  certain  as  the  perpetuity  of  the  existence  of 
Ghxl.  The  accomplbhment  of  the  mission  of  the  Church  of  the 
living  God  is  as  certain,  as  that  the  will  of  God  cannot  be  resist- 
ed ;  as  certain  as  that  each  person  of  the  Godhead  will  continue 
to  perform,  as  each  has  performed  since  the  foundation  of  the 
world,  the  mutual  stipulations  between  them  all  for  their  own 
eternal  glory.  And  the  eternal  triumph,  glory,  and  blessedness 
of  the  Church  cannot  te  called  in  question,  without  impeaching 
the  immaculate  truth  of  God,  wliich  has  a  thousand  times  de- 
clared it  all ;  without  impeachinj;  the  infinite  power  of  God,  who 


CHAP.   XXXII.]  CONCLUSION.  669 

with  patience,  for  that  glorious  manifestation  of  the  sons  of  God. 
That  Millennial  glory  seems  to  me  to  be  a  dispensation  of  the 
Covenant  of  Grace,  as  distinct  and  as  real  as  any  preceding  dis- 
pensation under  that  Covenant ;  and  that  it  can  no  more  be  con- 
sidered merely  the  perfection  of  the  Gospel  Church,  than  that 
Church  can  be  considered  merely  the  perfection  of  the  Jewish 
Dispensation.    The  whole  analogy  of  the  past  dealings  of  God 
with  his  Kingdom,  the  whole  economy  of  the  Covenant  of  Redemp- 
tion, and  the  explicit  revelation  of  God  concerning  the  Millennial 
state  of  the  Church  ;  appear  to  set  that  glorious  state  distinctly 
forth,  as  a  separate  dispensation  of  the  Kingdom  of  Messiah. 
Besides  this,  there  are  two  considerations,  one  of  which  enters 
vitally  into  the  nature  of  the  present,  and  the  other  into  that  of 
the  coming  state,  both  of  which  seem  to  be  decisive.     Concern- 
ing the  coming  state,  there  does  not  appear  to  be  the  least  rea^ 
son  to  believe,  that  any  part  of  its  object  is  to  offer  grace  and 
salvation  to  impenitent  men  ;  while  to  offer  grace  and  salvation 
to  every  creature  is  the  pre-eminent  characteristic  of  the  pres- 
ent dispensation.    On  the  other  hand  the  condition  of  glory 
and  blessedness,  of  perfection  and  felicity,  which  is  absolutely 
characteristic  of  the  Millennial  state ;  is  one  historically,  prac- 
tically, dogmatically  and  ethically  superior  to  the  condition  which 
is  attainable  either  by  the  Church,  or  by  individual  Christians  in 
this  life,  under  the  present  Dispensation.    I  do  not,  however, 
understand  that  the  Millennial  state  is  the  final  state  of  the 
Kingdom  of  God  ;  nor  that  this  earth  is  the  final  theatre  of  its 
glory  ;  nor  that  its  organization  and  its  ordinances,  will  adhere 
to  it  forever.   Its  Eternal  state  is  still  higher,  still  more  glorious  ; 
and  its  entrance  upon  it  will  be  prepared  by  the  Millennial  state, 
according  to  its  manner,  in  a  way  analogous  to  the  preparation  by 
its  Gospel  state  for  its  Millennial  state.    It  is  the  second  coming 
of  the  Son  of  Man,  which  initiates  the  Millennial  gloiy  of  his 
kingdom.  It  is  at  the  delivery  up  of  the  Kingdom  by  the  Son  to 
the  Father,  upon  the  Lamb's  Book  of  Life,  after  he  shall  have  put 
down  all  nde  and  all  authority  and  power — all  his  enemies  under 
his  feet,  and  death  the  last  of  them  destroyed  ;  that  the  Eternal 
Glory  of  the  Church  begins — all  things  subdued  unto  the  Son — 
the  Son  himself  subject  unto  him  that  put  all  things  under  him — 
God  all  in  all.    Concerning  the  Millennial  Glory,  one  apostle  has 
said,  Beloved,  now  are  we  the  sons  of  God,  and  it  doth  not  yet 
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ness,  and  truth,  so  that  the  nations  which  forget  God  shall  be 
turned  into  hell,  and  the  people  whose  Qod  is  the  Lord  shall  be 
blessed  forevermore,  and  death  and  hell  shall  be  cast  into  the 
lake  of  torment,  and  Messiah  the  Son  of  God^  and  the  Saviour 
of  the  World  shall  see  of  the  travail  of  his  soul,  and  shall  be 
satisfied.  It  is  to  our  faith  that  everything  is  revealed — to  our 
curiosity  nothing :  and  all  is  so  revealed  that  our  faith  must 
stand  in  the  power  of  God,  and  not  in  the  wisdom  of  men. 
Simple,  brief,  and  direct,  are  all  the  words  of  God ;  topics  the 
most  overwhelming  to  us,  treated  in  the  same  manner  as  topics 
which  we  esteem  the  most  humble  ;  the  smallest  thing  that  im- 
mediately concerns  our  salvation  carefully  explained^  and  things 
the  most  august  which  do  not  immediately  concern  it,  passed 
over  with  a  notice  as  incidental  as  their  relation  to  our  destiny. 
And  that  is  the  measure  of  our  knowledge,  concerning  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  consummation  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace,  will 
affect  the  universe  and  every  particular  existence  in  it.  Of  the 
whole  effect  of  the  sin  that  entered  heaven,  upon  the  universe 
of  God,  we  only  know  so  much  as  concerns  the  angels  that  fell, 
and  so  much  as  involves  our  ruin  through  theirs  ;  but  we  know 
that  the  retribution  of  their  sin — ^is  the  vengeance  of  eternal  fire. 
Of  the  effect  of  the  Fall  of  Man  upon  the  created  universe,  be- 
yond the  range  of  our  own  planet,  many  very  remarkable  state- 
ments of  the  Scriptures  exist, — ^which  it  would  be  unprofitiible 
to  discuss  in  a  cursory  manner,  here  :  but  we  know  that  what- 
ever they  were,  they  will  nil  be  retrieved.  The  earth  we  inhabit 
was  cursed  for  our  sake,  and  the  whole  creation  thereof  groaneth 
and  travaileth  in  pain  together  under  that  curse.  And  we  know 
that  the  whole  will  be  delivered  from  the  bondage  of  corruption 
into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  sons  of  God  ;  that  there  shall  be 
new  heavens  and  a  new  earth  in  which  righteousness  shall  dwell ; 
and  last  of  all,  that  the  earth,  and  all  the  works  that  are  therein 
shall  be  barned  up,  and.  the  heavens  being  on  fire  shall  be  dis- 
solved, and  the  elements  shall  melt  with  fervent  heat.  And  my 
understaoding  is,  that  this  period  of  the  New  Heavens  and  the 
New  Earth,  so  distinctly  stated  by  Isaiah  and  Peter,  and  di'- 
scribed  with  so  much  detail  by  John,  is  the  period  of  the  Millen- 
nial Glory  of  the  Church  ;  and  the  commencement  of  her  state 
of  Eternal  Glory,  is  the  Day  of  Gt)d,  8ynonymou8  with  that  dis- 
solution and  jtassing  away  of  the  heavens  and  the  t*arih,  so  dis- 
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affect  his  destiny  ;  and  the  second  is  the  special  dealings  of  God 
both  providential  and  gracious,  with  each  particular  being,  after 
he  has  been  launched,  in  the  sovereign  manner  I  have  attempted 
to  portray,  upon  a  mortal  existence  which  can  have  no  issue  but 
in  immortality — of  glory  and  blessedness  on  one  side,  or  of  shame 
and  contempt  on  the  other.  The  generation  that  now  is,  finds 
itself  in  living  contact  with  the  work  of  God's  infinite  grace,  ad- 
vanced to  a  certain  point  of  its  sublime  oeconomy,  considered  with 
reference  to  each  individual,  to  the  human  race,  and  to  the  Et^jr- 
nal  Covenant.  We  ask  ourselves,  what  relation  have  we  as  sepa- 
rate existences,  and  what  as  composing  the  present  mortal  portion 
of  a  race  so  wonderfully  and  fearfully  made,  to  the  awful  future, 
and  the  infinite  consummation  of  the  Eternal  Covenant  ?  As  to 
the  whole  race  of  man,  nothing  seems  to  me  to  be  more  certainly 
revealed,  than  that  its  mortal  existence,  both  individual  and  ag- 
gregate, will  be  utterly  extinguished — imd  that  the  personal  ex- 
istence of  every  individual  of  it,  after  his  mortality  is  done,  will  be 
immortal.  An  eternal  judgment  awaits  every  human  being  ;  but  it 
awaits  us,  not  in  our  mortal  state,  but  after  death  and  after  the 
resurrection  of  the  body  ;  if  we  except  those  who  may  be  alive  at 
the  second  coming  of  the  Lord,  among  whom  the  righteous  will 
incur  an  instantaneous  change,  and  the  wicked  will  be  accursed, 
and  go  away  into  everlasting  punishment.  Whatever  may  be 
the  Millennial  glory  of  Christ  and  his  Church  in  other  respects, 
the  enemies  of  God  can  have  no  part  therein.  Whatever  may  be 
the  nature  of  the  eternal  judgment  in  other  respects,  it  is  impos- 
sible for  sinful  men  who  are  without  God,  without  Christ,  and 
without  hope,  in  all  things  concerning  which  they  will  be  judged, 
to  be  acquitted  as  sons  of  God  and  brethren  of  Christ.  What- 
ever may  be  the  nature  of  the  heavenly  and  eternal  state  of  the 
righteous  who  have  followed  Christ  in  the  regeneration,  and 
reigned  with  him  in  Millennial  glory  ;  they  whose  names  are  not 
written  in  the  Lamb's  Book  of  Life  can  form  no  part  of  the  glo- 
rious host,  which  he  delivers  to  the  Father  in  its  perfect  state, 
upon  that  Book  of  Life.  It  is  manifest,  therefore,  how  the  whole 
progress  of  the  eternal  covenant,  and  how  the  complete  consum- 
mation of  it,  alike  involves  the  perdition  of  ungodly  men.  The 
endless  existence  of  the  wicked,  and  their  utter  perdition,  are  just 
as  certain  as  the  endless  existence  of  the  rightoous,  and  their 
great  glory  and  blessedness.  And  the  certainty  on  both  sides  is. 
VOL.  u.  43 
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bo  proclaimed.  And  then  when  the  whole  work  of  grace  is  com- 
pletely accomplished,  and  the  whole  work  of  glory  resulting  there- 
from arrives  at  the  point,  where  the  Kingdom  in  its  absolute 
completion  is  handed  over  to  the  Father,  into  its  eternal  heavenly 
state  ;  the  final  exaltation  pointed  out  by  the  Scriptures,  is 
reached  by  every  child  of  Gbd,  in  that  immediate  fruition  of 
God,  and  the  glory  and  blessedness  and  eternal  increase  spring- 
ing therefrom.  The  eternal  covenant  of  Qod  is  consummated  as 
to  the  elect  of  God  ;  and  this  eternal  heavenly  state  is  the  resolt 
as  to  them,  of  grace  condescending  so  low  that  God  became  man, 
rising  so  high  that  man  partakes  of  Qod.  Exactly  what  we  shall 
be — and  what  it  all  signifies — the  two  mortals,  who  of  all  that 
ever  lived  perhaps  could  have  best  answered,  have  answered.  To 
the  first  question,  John  has  answered,  it  doth  not  yet  appear  what 
the  sons  of  G^  shall  be  :  but  we  know  that  when  ho  shall  appear 
we  shall  be  like  him  ;  for  we  shall  see  him  as  he  is.  To  the  second 
qnestion  Paul  has  answered,  it  means  that — God  giveth  us  the 
victory  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ :  it  means  that  everything 
has  reached  that  consummation,  that  God  may  be  all  in  all. 

5.  There  can  be  but  one  supreme  will  in  the  universe  :  there 
can  be  no  salvation  for  sinners,  except  through  grace.  The  rela- 
tion of  these  two  propositions  to  each  other,  and  to  the  infinite 
Spirit  who  is  the  true  and  living  God,  becomes  comprehensible 
to  human  reason  as  soon  as  the  mode  of  God's  being  is  known. 
The  eternal  purpose  of  that  supreme  will  to  save  sinners,  finds 
expression  in  a  way  responsive  to  the  inscrutable  nature,  and  the 
inscrutable  mode  thereof:  and  the  consummation  of  the  will, 
and  of  the  grace,  and  of  the  way  of  manifesting  all  three,  as 
completely  illustrates  the  infinite  God,  as  mortals  are  capable  of 
understanding  him.  The  Eternal  Covenant  of  the  Father,  the 
Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  expresses  with  reference  to  the  three- 
fold personality  which  is  the  form  in  which  the  unity  of  the  divine 
essence  subsists,  the  same  infinite  purpose,  will,  decree,  which  are 
expressed  by  the  mere  use  of  such  terms  with  reference  to  that 
infinite  Spirit,  considered  in  the  absolute  unity  of  its  essence. 
And  so  the  consummation  of  the  Eternal  Covenant  brings  us 
back  to  that  infinite  Spirit  in  its  unity.  As  for  the  sons  of  Gt>d 
— what  we  know  is  that  when  the  glorified  Redeemer  appears, 
they  will  see  him  as  he  is,  and  be  forever  like  him.  But  as  to 
God  himself,  what  will  occur  when  his  will,  and  his  grace,  and. 
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Ills  coveaaut  eoticcrtiing  tfac  nalvfttion  of  sin  tiers,  BhiiU  have  re- 
ceivcil  their  infinite  ctytisuminiition  ;  b  that  ho  will  k>  all  in  alL 
Crtxl  tht*  iniiiiitt^  8]>irlt  whose  e»?seiK3«  m  one :  God,  the  Father, 
Bon,  and  Ht>Iy  Ghost,  three  Persone  in  oi}<3  Sulj«tnnce  :  God  will 
he  all  in  all?  with  referonci!  to  the  runfiummalioii  of  this  Etumal 
GoviJiiant — and  to  all  tlio  i4ft^cts  of  that  coiiBummatioti,  It  hai 
been  worked  through  ^ith  rcfemnco  in  a  sjieclal  manner,  to  the 
petisonal  mode  of  th<i  divine  existcDce  :  its  consummation  is^  in  a 
fpechil  miinntsr,  unto  tho  tuHnite  unity  of  flod.  The  Son  deliv- 
era  up  tht?  Kingdom^not  in  ih©  flense  of  separating  himself  from 
it- — hut  iu  the  mum  of  having  wbgolutely  accompliaht'd  and  jmr- 
foct<*d  every  imvt  of  thtt  diviois  will,  purpoue,  decide— every  gtip- 
ulation  of  the  Eternal  Covenant;  more  especially  everj^thing 
relating  to  Goira  elect  who  had  Iwcn  given  to  him  in  that  cove- 
aaut--of  whogo  names  there  is  th<?  rotord  jq  the  Book  of  Liff , 
wbieh  is  delivereti  up  with  them.  The  covenant  baa  perfectly 
accomplitihed  that  ^*hich  it  was  the  will  of  (jod  it  should  accom- 
pliAh  ;  what  remains  is,  that  GihI  ia  all  in  all — and  that  all  hia 
SODS  are  like  hira  :  which,  as  to  them,  is  g»>ing  ao  high — that 
nothing  eeetUB  to  he  higher,  hut  the  Godman.  And  herein^  the 
irlorr  of  the  Being,  Perfection!^,  Counsel,  and  Work  of  God,  are 
complete.  The  Fall  of  man  is  retrieved  :  the  Bride  of  the  Lamb 
rejoices  eternally  :  the  universe  receives  from  innumerable  hosts 
of  redeemed  souls— true  witness  of  God  :  all  created  things  are 
purged  from  all  defilement,  delivered  from  all  travail  under  the 
bondage  of  corruption,  freed  from  the  curse  of  God,  and  exult- 
ing under  his  blessing :  all  the  enemies  of  God  are  shut  up  in 
hell  forever.  The  Father,  and  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 
have  perfected  grace,  and  caused  it  to  be  swallowed  up  in  glory : 
and  the  end  of  all  God's  counsel  and  work  in  the  promotion  of 
his  own  declarative  glory,  and  the  highest  blessedness  of  his  cre- 
ated universe,  is  eternally  accomplished.  From  eternity  it  was, 
God  is  all  in  all :  to  eternity  it  will  be,  God  is  all  in  all.  Glori- 
ous manifestations  of  God  are  scattered  all  along  the  track  of 
these  eternal  ages.  Somewhere  in  the  midst  of  them,  begins 
this  fearful  episode  of  sin.  Far  along  in  their  course,  is  this 
divine  solution  of  it,  with  its  threefold  effect,  of  eternal  glory  to 
God,  of  boundless  increase  of  the  knowledge  of  him  throughout 
his  universe  and  everlasting  blessedness  thereby,  and  of  endless 
perdition  of  Devils  and  damned  spirits  ! 
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6.  We  must  return,  for  a  few  moments,  to  sum  up  as  well 
as  we  can  in  the  present  state  of  divine  knowledge,  the  special 
relation  of  the  divine  Redeemer  to  that  portion  of  the  future 
career  of  his  Church,  which  lies  this  side  of  that  complete  con- 
summation of  the  covenant  of  Redemption,  of  which  I  have 
already  spoken  with  reference  to  the  chief  matters  involved 
therein.  It  is  not  as  a  question  of  prophecy, — but  as  a  matter 
of  Christian  doctrine,  that  I  make  any  statement  here,  upon  the 
subject  of  the  immediate  connection  of  Christ  with  the  future 
progress  and  coming  glory  of  his  Kingdom.  As  a  question  of 
mere  doctrine,  no  reason  can  be  assigned  which  tends  to  limit 
the  period  of  the  struggle  between  good  and  evil  in  this  world, 
or  to  determine  any  positive  issue  of  it.  It  is  only  by  express 
revelation  we  could  know  that  the  Kingdom  of  God  will  triumph 
completely  and  possess  the  whole  earth  ;  and  I  have  already  said 
that  the  Scriptures  seem  to  me  to  teach,  that  in  order  to  this 
triumph  that  Kingdom  must  assume  a  new  form,  and  exist  under 
another  dispensation.  Whoever  will  assert  that  the  Church  of 
Gk)d — independently  of  some  divine  change  in  the  elements  of  the 
problem  which  it  has  been  working  out,  under  its  Gospel  form, 
for  more  than  eighteen  centuries — can  have  a  future  very  mate- 
rially different  from  her  past  history;  or  that  the  human  race-can 
have  a  future  spiritual  history  essentially  variant  from  that  which 
is  past — without  some  further  and  marvellous  interposition  of 
God  ;  will,  in  each  instance  as  it  appears  to  me,  contradict  the 
whole  current  of  divine  revelation,  and  disregard  the  absolute 
ceconomy  of  the  Plan  of  Salvation.  The  augmentation  of  the 
present  saving  operation  of  the  divine  Spirit— is  not  that  super- 
natural change  in  the  elements  of  the  problem,  is  not  that  further 
interposition  of  God,  which  will  extinguish  sin  and  misery  in 
this  world,  and  give  to  the  saints  their  Millennial  glory  and  reign 
with  Christ.  It  is  the  second  coming  of  the  Son  of  Man,  which 
is  that  change  in  the  elements  of  the  problem,  that  further  inter- 
position of  God,  which  will  give  the  victory.  As  to  the  fact  that 
the  glorified  Redeemer  would  return  again ;  he  declared  it  as  dis- 
tinctly as  he  did  the  fact  that  he  would  ascend  to  the  Father,  or 
the  fact  that  he  would  send  the  Comforter :  and  not  even  his 
resurrection  from  the  dead,  is  more  thoroughly  wrought  into  the 
system  of  Salvation  disclosed  in  the  Scriptures  of  the  New  Tes- 
tament, than  his  second  coming  in  infinite  glory  is.    It  is  com- 
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monly  ullegeU  that  this  assured  comiDg  of  the  Lord  is  in  liis 
gloiy,  ami  all  his  holy  angels  with  him  :  and  this  is  true,  far  it 
is  repeatedly  so  dt*ckriid  in  the  Scriptures.  Moreover,  that  the 
resurractiou  of  the  dead  will  occur  at  that  time  ;  which  m  ir^ 
but  nnt  exiicrtly  in  the  sense  generally  undGrstood :  tor  it  ie  ex- 
pressly declared  by  the  Apostle  John  that  none  but  «uch  as  he 
desicribea  will  reign  with  Christ  a  thousand  years,  or  liavo  any 
jmrt  in  the  fimt  n*8urreetiou — and  that  tbi^  reist  of  the  doad  livu 
not  again  until  the  thousand  y^ars  are  Hnished :  whilo  it  ia  as 
t*X[»rti&.sly  declared  by  the  Apostle  Paul,  that  civery  otie  who»c  life 
is  hid  with  Christ  in  God,  shall  appear  in  glotj*  with  Chriet,  when 
he  appears,  and  that  this  appearing  of  Christ  is  his  descent  from 
heavou  with  a  ehuutj  with  the  voice  of  the  archangel,  and  with 
the  tnimp  of  God-— at  which  the  dead  in  Christ  diall  rise*  Again, 
Wftt  the  instantaneous  change  of  i\i^  saints  then  alive,  will  im- 
mediately  follow  the  resurrfi^tioii  of  the  righteous  dead— tit  the 
apptfaring  of  the  Lord  ;  which  is  true,  accr»rdiog  to  the  direct  and 
r^^ptuitt'd  statements  of  Script ui^.  With  regard  to  the  wicked 
f >und  alive  at  the  coming  of  the  Lord,  the  declaration  is  exjiress, 
that  wh^n  the  Lord  Jesus  shall  he  revealed  from  heaven  with  hh 
mighty  angels,  in  flaming  fire,  not  only  shall  all  kindreds  of  the 
earth  wail  because  of  him,  but  he  will  take  vengeance  on  them 
that  know  not  God,  and  that  obey  not  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ :  who  shall  be  punished  with  everlasting  destruc- 
tion from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and  from  the  glorj'  of  his 
power,  when  he  shall  come  to  be  glori6ed  in  his  saints,  and  to  be 
admired  in  all  them  that  believe.  Thus  every  class  of  men  is 
disposed  of:  the  righteous  dead  rise,  and  the  living  saints  are 
transfigured— and  all  reign  with  Christ:  the  living  wicked  are 
destroyed — and  the  wicked  dead  live  not  again,  till  the  thou- 
sand years  are  finished.  And  when  Jesus  was  asked  by  the  dis- 
ciples, as  he  sat  upon  the  mount  of  Olives,  to  tell  them  when  the 
things  of  which  he  had  been  speaking  in  the  Temple,  should 
happen,  and  what  should  be  the  sign  of  his  coming,  and  of  the 
End  of  the  World :  he  answered  them  as  recorded  by  Matthew, 
at  considerable  length — and  then  pointed  out  particularly  that  as 
the  days  of  Noah  were,  so  shall  also  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  Man 
be — and  then  illustrating  the  condition  of  his  Kingdom  at  his 
coming,  by  the  parable  of  the  ten  virgins,  as  before  the  condition  of 
the  world  by  the  case  of  Noah,  he  closed  the  wonderful  discourse 
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by  a  statement  of  his  actual  coming,  and  the  actual  gathering  of 
all  nations,  and  his  treatment  of  the  righteous  and  the  wicked. 
I  take  this  full  and  remarkable  statement  of  the  Lord,  to  be 
perfectly  intelligible  and  conclusive  upon  many  points  which  I 
need  not  recapitulate  ;  and,  as  it  seems  to  me,  it  settles  all  ques- 
tion as  to  the  whole  race  of  mortals,  good  and  bad,  who  are  alive 
at  his  coming — and  in  the  light  of  other  Scriptures  settles  the 
question  of  the  extinction  of  the  mortal  existence  of  the  human 
race,  during  that  Millennial  Kingdom  which  flesh  and  blood  can- 
not inherit,  any  more  than  corruption  can  inherit  incorruption. 
It  is  after  this  glorious  appearing  of  the  Lord  that  bo  will  judge 
the  world  in  righteousness :  and  pronounce  that  final  Sentence, 
which  the  promise  of  the  Seed  of  the  woman  suspended.  He 
will  judge  the  quick  and  the  dead.  I  suppose  that  what  has  just 
been  stated,  relates  especially  to  the  quick  or  living.  Of  the  dead, 
all  will  rise — and  all  be  judged.  But  as  stated  by  Paul,  every 
man  will  rise  in  his  own  order  ;  and  the  order  is  given.  First 
Christ — the  first-fruits  ;  more  than  eighteen  centuries  ago.  Af- 
terward they  that  are  Christ's  at  his  coming  ;  the  day  and  hour 
of  which  coming,  Christ  repeatedly  told  his  disciples,  no  man, 
not  even  the  angels  in  heaven,  nut  even  the  Son — but  only  the 
Father,  knew  ;  and  distinctly  bade  them,  for  that  very  reason, 
to  watch  and  pray.  Next  in  the  divine  order,  is  the  end  :  before 
which  is  the  reign  of  a  thousand  years — declared  by  John,  which 
cannot  end  according  to  Paul,  till  Christ  has  put  all  enemies 
under  his  feet — the  last  of  whom  that  shall  be  destroyed  is  death  ; 
and  at  the  end  of  which  John  assures  us  that  Satan  shall  be 
loosed  from  the  bottomless  pit  in  which  he  had  laid  bound  during 
the  thousand  years  ;  and  the  wicked  dead  shall  rise  to  shame  and 
everlasting  contempt:  and  they  and  the  Devil  that  deceived 
them,  shall  be  cast  into  the  lake  of  fire  and  brimstone,  where  the 
l)ea8t  and  the  false  prophet  are,  and  shall  be  tormented  day  and 
night  forever  and  ever,  which  is  the  second  death  ;  which  judg- 
ment and  perdition  of  ungodly  men,  delayed  since  Messiah  wus 
first  proclaimed,  is  the  event  and  period  as  Peter  asserts,  unto 
which  the  heavens  and  the  earth  are  kept  in  store,  reserved  unto 
fire — that  day  of  GUxl,  after  which  the  eternal  heavenly  state  of 
the  glorified  saints  will  begin — and  God  be  all  in  all.  Surely 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  judgment  of  the  just  and  the  un- 
just, is  directly  connected  with  tlie  second  coming  of  the  Son  of 
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Man  J  whnj^e  n5surmction  is  the  a«Ruraneo  gfiveB  by  Ond  tti  all 
IfiD,  that  hi?  will  jiKlf^s  tha  world  by  hirti,  I  lio  not  «ee  tlmt  Iho 
Seripttjmf*  have  us  any  Filtemattve,  bnt  U»  identify  the  jmlgmeat 
of  the  world  bj  Chrnt,  with  the  MiJloimiiil  mh^n  of  Gbnst :  th« 
lliurrccti*in  of  life — ^tho  ri^sitrit^c**  t(j!i  of  the  jn«t-- — the  judgment 
it  the  saints  and  their  rr^i^n,  being  ultngether  distinct  from  thd 
resitrrcctioa  of  damoaticm — tho  resurrection  of  the  unjnut— the 
j  udgtn CO t  H  n t!  pcnl  i t i o o  t  *f  n n ^joil ly  mem,  T h e  j  1 1 1 1 1:  m  <  1 1 1  of  the 
taints  ifl  not  to  ascQrtain  their  Bnlvrttiou,  hut  tn  iljsr]nsfMind  to 
proclaim  thi*  epecinl  gn>und«  upon  wliich  each  cn>wn  is  given— 
Ihe  special  mannor  in  which  wach  crown  wiui  won  ;  all,  to  the  in-- 
finite  pfloryof  tht?  Lord — the  unnttemblc  joy  of  the  rede^fmed,' 
The  Scrip  tilths  call  it  a  day — but  jsoom  to  declare  the  duration 
of  itj  to  lx»  a  thousand  ymrs  :  I  do  not  know  whether  literTiIly^ 
or  wh*?tbor  each  day  of  all  thosu  ycar«j  i«  a  year  it^olfi  according 
t<i  the  prophetic  manner.  Abm^^  the  line  between  the  Goiipel 
and  Millennial  dispenaationB— all  tliose  great  and  iutrit*atc  que&- 
tioni^  8o  hard  to  be  satirfactorlly  and  liaTraoniouslj  cxponudedj 
will  have  tlieir  ftolntion  ;  the  question  of  God's  ancient  people, 
til©  question  of  the  great  ApOMtosjies  of  liotne  and  Mahomed,  tlie 
(ine.stlrni  of  lioutlv^iism,  tho  question  *^f  the  world -powers— and 
the  like  :  concerning  which  it  would  be  out  of  place  to  enlarge 
here.  And  as  the  resurrection,  judfi;ment,  and  reign  of  the  saints 
with  Christ — fill  up  the  period  of  the  New  Heavens  and  the  New 
Ertrth,  so  the  resurrection,  judgment,  and  perdition  of  the  wick- 
ed, the  passing  away  of  the  heavens,  the  burning  up  of  the  earth, 
and  the  melting  of  the  elements  with  fervent  heat — all  lie  along 
the  line  which  separates  the  Millennial  reign — ^from  the  eternal 
and  heavenly  state  of  the  saints.  The  Word  was  from  eternity 
and  had  an  inbeing  with  God,  and  was  God.  But  though  he 
thought  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God,  when  he  was  in  the 
form  of  God  ;  yet  being  found  in  fashion  as  a  man,  he  humbled 
himself,  and  took  the  form  of  a  servant,  and  became  obedient 
unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  cross.  Wherefore  God  highly 
exalted  him,  and  gave  him  a  name  which  is  above  every  name, 
that  at  the  name  of  Jesus  every  knee  shall  bow,  of  things  in 
heaven,  and  things  in  earth,  and  things  under  the  earth  ;  and 
that  every  tongue  should  confess  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,  to 
the  glory  of  God  the  Father.  Nay  God  so  exalted  the  risen  Sa- 
viour as  to  seat  him  in  his  own  throne,  at  the  right  hand  of  the 
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Majesty  on  higb,  gave  bim  all  power  in  heaven  and  on  earth, 
and  made  him  head  over  all  things,  as  head  of  his  Church  which 
is  his  body,  the  fulness  of  him  that  fiUeth  all  in  all.  But  Jesus 
himself  called  the  throne  on  which  he  will  sit,  at  his  appearing, 
the  throne  of  his  glory  ;  and  speaking  from  heaven,  after  his  ex- 
altation, said,  To  him  that  overcometh  will  I  grant  to  sit  down 
with  me  in  my  throne,  even  as  I  also  overcame  and  am  set  down 
with  my  Father  in  his  throne  :  and  his  promise  is  express  to  make 
all  his  followers  kings  and  priests  unto  God.  Yet  it  is  written 
that  the  Son  himself  becomes  subject  unto  him  that  put  all  things 
under  him,  when  the  Kingdom  is  delivered  up  perfect,  and  God 
is  all  in  all ;  and  the  throne  he  has  after  that,  is  the  throne  he 
had  as  God,  before  his  incarnation.  It  seems  to  follow,  beyond 
doubt,  that  this  Millennial  throne,  is  the  proper  throne  of  the 
Mediator ;  the  one  that  he  called  my  throne^  when  he  was  seated 
in  the  Father's  throne — after  his  ascension  ;  the  one  he  promised 
to  share  with  every  one  that  overcometh.  In  every  point  of  view, 
therefore,  the  glory  of  the  Messiah  seems  to  be  immediately  and 
transcendently  involved  in  his  second  coming  and  Millennial  reign. 
And  his  loving  and  trusting  children,  ought  to  beware  of  dis- 
honouring him  and  deadening  their  own  high  and  spiritual  hopes, 
by  low  and  carnal  allegorizing  about  these  sublime  mysteries  ;  as 
well  as  of  deluding  themselves  by  vain  and  shallow  dogmatizing 
concernin;?  them,  as  if  they  were  perfectly  simple  and  elemental. 
For  myself,  I  speak  concerning  them  after  many  years  of  anxious 
meditation,  as  one  who  would  prefer  not  to  speak,  and  who  feels 
assuredly  that  they  who  will  follow  us,  will  get  a  clearer  insight 
as  they  draw  nearer  to  them.  The  grand  and  leading  ideas  which 
belong  to  the  future  progress  and  glorious  consummation  of  God's 
eternal  covenant,  seem  to  me  to  be  perfectly  clear.  Around  these 
are  other  ideas,  carrying  with  them  apparently,  the  highest  prob- 
ability of  truth,  but  not  a  satisfying  assurance  that  we  compre- 
hend them  justly.  And  then  around  these  in  circles  perpetually 
enlarging,  are  topics  vast  and  numerous,  involving  God,  and 
man,  and  the  universe,  and  questions  the  most  intricate  and 
overwhelming  concerning  them  all  ;  in  which  a  single  inspired 
word  misunderstood,  or  even  a  shade  of  thought  wrongly  con- 
ceived, may  involve  us  far  beyond  our  scanty  knowledge  and  feeble 
powers.  And  how  could  it  be  otherwise  ?  It  is  the  infinite  and 
eternal  thought  of  God,  not  yet  realized  in  its  actual  accomplish- 
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Eternal  S:atb  of  the  church,  667,  g  2. 
Evangelization-,  An  ordinance  of  God,  636,  g  1. 

*•  Obligation  of  the  church  in  respoct  to,  636,  g  1. 

"  Appreciation  of  the  church's  endeavour  towards,  537,  §  2. 

Evangelists,  Divine  Authority,  and  peculiar  nature  of  their  office,  649,  g  3. 
Evidence,  of  fitness  for  the  onjoymout  of  God,  and  life  everlasting,  234,  g  5. 

"         of  things  not  seen,  259,  g  3. 
Existence,  True  end,  and  mode  of  attaining,  354,  g  1. 


Fajth,  One  of  the  conditions  of  salvation,  68,  g  3. 

•*  The  double  office  of;  69,  g  1. 

"  Saving,  summarily  explained,  71,  g  3. 

"  Salvation  impossible  without,  72,  g  5. 

"  Means  proposed  by  God  to  lead  men  to,  76,  g  5. 

"  Proportion  of,  160,  g  3;  200,  §  1. 

"  Relation  of  Sanctification  to,  212,  g  4. 

"  A  manifestation  of  the  New  Life  in  man,  256,  g  4. 

"  Divine  Definition  and  Illustration  of;  267,  g  1. 

"  A  Grace  of  the  Spirit,  260,  g  4. 

**  A  scriptural,  261,  §  5. 

"  The  threefold  aspect  o^  262,  g  1. 

"  Nature,  use  and  effect  of,  263,  g  2. 

"  The  objects  of;  264,  g  3. 

"  Neither  an  efficient  nor  a  meritorious  cause,  265,  g  4. 

**  Relation  of,  to  the  Word  of  God  and  the  means  of  Graoe^  266,  g  1. 
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Faith,  EcTiindlpf«  orimpiyii  <f  ftlj  g  5. 

**      Cump€t0tii  imlj  la  t«i|Qpd  Bi]uiei%  St 2^  |  2. 
'*      ImpJidt,  332,  §  b. 

"      Ec'ldliou  of  liighieotiaiiGaa  to^  359  ^  g  i. 
**      Kolpvmicj  of  ItcmI's  work  tmi  lostitatktij  to,  302,  §  (k 
**      I'uritf  of;  441,  g  4. 
''      Th«  lixfAJUblB  Arbiter  of;  44T,  g  1. 
*'      Tha  regukUv^  Power  oi;  454,  g  8. 
'*      Uur  JudguicuU  euaoL'miDg,  4r»4,  j  1. 
Pall  of  Mai«,  Statement  of  tlio  caai\  11,  §2* 

'*  Wlmt  Dud  did  after  tbi%  23,  g  3. 

FaiXXN  MaX}  His  Conditimi,  51,  §  4^ 

^  B^tib^uiqiLt  mado  o^  134,  |  3^ 

"  Divkid  Giiiduucti  and  Si3p{:iort  neoeas&rf  to,  3G3,  §  t. 

94f«£2l  Ul^lTEHfiE,  ModiOtHl  State  of  tbe,  9,  §  5. 
FaHILT,  Th©,  414,  g  1  ;   415,  §  2. 
Fastiko,  209,  §  6. 

■*       Publkv  530,  g  S, 
FAtAiJgH,  40,  ]^  4 

f  £EUKO,  Moral  Jurlgmcitib  and,  2tB,  g  2  ;  2T9,  g  3. 
ftaSH,  Oiir  Waifare  with  the,  337,  %  3, 
Wsa  €furo[[,  Eolation  of  all  Stated  to  Chriafs,  424,  g  B. 
FftUDOlf,  Human,  40,  g  4. 

**        DiBtinction  bi^tweeu  tJi©  ChtJivli's  inward  stid  outwurd^  419^  §  8. 
*'         Root  of  our  itiwani,  422,  g  4. 

The  Church's  true,  423,  §  5  ;  423  §  6. 
*'        Condition  of  tho  visible  Church  possessed  o^  424,  §  7. 
Free  Will,  nature  and  limitation,  125,  §  4. 

"  of  Adam,  before  his  Fall,  126,  g  5. 

"  of  all  men,  since  the  Fall,  126,  §  5. 

^. 

Gentiles,  Call  of  the,  385,  §  6. 

Gifts  of  God  to  his  church,  491,  §  1. 

Glory,  Communion  with  Christ  in,  228,  §  3  ;  229,  §  4;  231,  §  2. 

"       Origin,  growth  and  reality  of  the  First  Fruits  of;  231,  §  3. 
God,  Display  of  his  infinite  nature,  61,  §  3. 

"     Grounds  of  separation  between  man  and,  67,  §  2. 

"     As  Creator,  194,  §  4. 

"     ^Vs  Saviour,  197,  §  5  ;  356,  §  2. 

"     Tlie  mutual  love  of;  and  his  children,  203,  §  1. 

''     Inward  enjoyment  of;  233,  §  4. 

"     Rejoicing  in  hope  of  the  glory  of;  240,  §  2. 

"     Duty  towards,  296,  §  2. 

•*     Infinite  righteousness  and  grace  of,  366,  §  9. 

"    Concatenation  of  the  Providence  and  Grace  of;  406,  §  3. 

"    The  universal  Lawgiver,  Judge  and  Ruler,  410,  §  3. 
Godhead,  Peculiar  relation  of  Sanctification  to  the,  219,  §  1. 
Godliness,  Unity  of  the  mystery  of;  478,  §  6. 
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Good  Works  Dcfinod  and  classified,  307,  g  1. 

"  Considered  with  reference  to  our  natural  man,  308,  §  2. 

"  Their  infliienco  upon  the  performer  314,  §  2. 

"  Considered  as  a  means  of  usefulness,  315,  §  3. 

*'  Considered  with  reference  to  the  Q«neral  Judgment,  816,  §  4. 

Necessity  o?  319,  §  7. 
"  The  Sole  rule  of;  320,  g  1. 

And  New  Obedience,  324,  §  3 ;  326,  1. 
GrOSPBi^  A  free,  41. 

Gospel  Calt^  Results  o?  with  natural  ability  and  Free  Will  to  help,  128,  §  1. 
Gospel  Church,  The  Special  Mission  of,  395,  §  5. 

"  And  civil  State,  fundamental  distinction,  411,  §  4. 

General  Career  o^  429,  g  3;  430,  §  4. 
'*  Different  from  every  other  Institution,  435,  g  2. 

*'  Positive  Exposition  o^  436,  §  3. 

*•  665,  g  6. 

"  Future  Progress  of;  667,  §  2. 

Gospel  Offer,  Infinite  freedom  and  fitness  of,  397,  g  7. 
Government,  Divine  origin  and  authority  of,  in  the  church,  620,  g  3. 
"  Progress  and  Development  ot,  in  the  church,  636,  g  2. 

Grace,  Everythmg  depends  on,  25,  g  6. 

"     Relevancy  of,  to  the  Mode  of  the  Divine  Existence,  29,  g  4. 
"      Salvation  for  sinners  through,  50,  g  1. 
"     Effectual  only  through  personal  Redemption,  56,  g  6. 
"     Perpetual  development  of,  82,  g  4. 
"      Perpetual  suflBciency  of,  82,  g  6. 
"     Man's  perpetual  necessity  for,  108,  g  2. 
"     And  Man's  alienation  combined  and  applied,  108,  g  3. 
•'      Communion  with  Christ  in,  228,  g  3. 
''      A  supernatural  work  in  Man,  255,  g  3. 
Graces,  The  greatest  of  all  Christian,  310,  g  6. 
Graces  of  the  Spirit,  Paul's  treatment  of;  180,  g  3. 

H. 

Heart,  kept,  hardened,  304,  g  1. 
Heaven,  Saints  have  a  foretaste  of;  238,  g  1. 
Heir,  The  lot  and  crown  of  each,  201,  g  2. 
Heirs  of  all  the  promises,  193,  g  2. 

**      of  God,  and  joint-heirs  with  Christ,  194,  g  3. 
Heirship,  Our,  193,  g  1. 
Hidings  of  the  Lord's  face,  334,  g  9. 
History,  Church,  uninspired,  428,  §  2. 
Holy  Ghost,  Joy  in  the,  240,  g  2. 

The  Gift  of  the,  499,  g  1. 
"  and  the  Son,  their  bestowment  and  manner  of  operation,  499,  g  2. 

Holiness,  Efforts  of  the  renewed  soul  after,  214,  g  5. 

"        Itsrektions,  471,  §  2. 

**        Connexion  o^  with  Blessedness,  475,  g  3. 

**        Inward  aspect  of;  476,  g  4. 

"        Its  unity  as  a  mark  of  the  choroh,  477,  g  6. 


ntT  emfft^  Gemmm  ofponntons  o^  4? 

**  DetAil  oT  tu3  work  wilhin  Uty  L3S,  §  &. 

Hum  AS  NxtUBl^  BeUgloaff  eletnont  of,  4^'l,  ^  fi, 

**  Di^ifona  of  g^iuituallf  conflidsred,  40&,  §  1. 

L 

Illl'SToation  of  tbs  Dued  of  DlTiae  AaaLstoitoe  in  order  to  ialYAtion,  TG,  g  ^ 
iMMlSfilQV,  As  oooimi^iDoraiivc;  of  tho  burial  of  Cbrist,  &64,  §  3. 
IVPOftKCB  or  falleti  miUL,  53,  g  3. 

**         Nutum  at,  as  produced  by  urn,  7.%  g  K 
Jut^oart^as^  Of  an  eArtbly  JklUblc?  Judge,  4yl,  §  fi. 
IxDapRKDKKCH,  Neceaiitj  of  ibe  Cliumh-Ji,  4>8,  g  T, 
ISTDLrrKKXHUK,  236,  I  6. 
Iirr&lffim,  Tli&  milvatioij  of;  154,  g  X 

iK^riJSTTR  RiTLEi,  The  exbloaoo  o^  7^  g  2* 

"  NatiiTB  0f  hi«  boundl*38s  E>oinhibQ,  8,  §  3. 

iKBEBITAStOB  of  tlic  hpirs  of  Ugd^  199,  g  €. 

JymCHT,  Spiritml,  300,  g  L 

TKfrtTurKi?  Wcmsnip  f^  God,  527,  g  1, 

l?«TKftpr)SlTlow,  God'fl  gracioDfl,  402,  §  1. 

*  Pmciicol  reenli  of  OtJdX  403,  §  S 


J. 

Jerusalem,  The  Apostolic  Syiiod  of,  620,  §  3 ;  621,  §  4. 

"  OflBce-bearers  in  the  Synod  of;  624,  §  6. 

Jesus,  Tho  knowledge  of,  682,  §  7. 
"      The  Life  through,  082,  §  7. 
Jonx,  Miasion  and  Baptism  of,  542,  §  3. 
Judge  of  controversies,  449,  g  2. 

"      God  the  infallible,  450,  §  4. 
Justification,  Position  in  tho  Proportion  of  Faith,  160,  §  3. 

"  Tlie  office  of;  in  Salvation,  161,  g  4. 

"  Has  reference  to  our  Union  with  Christ,  167,  §  7. 

"  The  meritorious  Cause  of,  168,  §  8. 

"  Definition  of;  168,  §  1. 

"  Has  reference  to  our  Stat<?,  169,  §  2. 

"  Relation  of,  to  the  Covenant  of  Redemption,  170,  §  3. 

"  An  infinitely  gracious  Act  of  God,  170,  §  4. 

"  The  practical  personal  eflect  of,  171,  §  5. 

"  The  Ground  of,  171,  §  5  ;   173,  g  6. 

"  Sanctification  compared  witli,  206,  g  4. 

K. 

Kingdom  of  Christ,  Historical  means  of  appreciating,  390,  §  2. 
"  Practical  means  of  appreciating,  391,  g  3. 

"  Prophetical  means  of  appreciating,  391,  g  4. 

''  Ethical  means  of  appreciating,  391,  g  5. 
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Kingdom  of  Christ,  The  manifold  aspects  of;  406,  g  2. 

'^  Separate  fh>m  the  World  and  Organized,  406*  §  3. 

"  Its  progress  to  the  present  time,  663,  g  5. 

"  Actual  posture  of;  666,  §  6. 

KiNODOM  OF  God  constituted  of  the  Heirs  of  God,  197,  §  6. 

"  The  Nature  of;  228,  §  2. 

Knowledge  of  God,  Transition  from  the  Objective  to  the  Sulijeotive^  ^^  §  1* 

''  Grandeur  wd  efficacy  o^  102,  §  11. 

*•  Objective,  667,  §  1. 

Subjective,  658,  g  2 ;  666,  g  6. 

"  The  three  aspects  o^  xiii 

L. 

Law,  409,  g  a;  346,  g  2. 

"     of  God,  284,  gl;  347,  g  3 ;  366,  g  9;  471,  g  L 
"     of  Nature,  3,  g  8. 
Lawgiver,  The  infinite,  347,  g  3. 
Liberty  of  conscience,  321,  g  a. 

"       Christian,  321,  g  a. 
Life  in  God,  65,  g  3. 

"■    Need  of  divine  assistance  in  order  to,  66,  §  4. 
''    Relation  of  Righteousness  to,  204,  g  2;  276,  g  6. 
"    Of  God  in  the  soul,  205,  g  3. 
'*    eternal,  nature  and  extent  of  fitness  for,  283,  g  4. 
"    Relation  of  the  Divine  Word  to  the  Divine,  344,  g  1. 
"    eternal,  of  the  righteous,  672,  §  4. 
Lord's  Death,  Relation  of  the  continual  showing  of;  to  his  Second  Coming,  611,  g  8. 
LoBD's  Supper,  Relation  of;  to  the  Passover,  694,  g  1. 
"  Institution  o^  695,  g  2. 

"  General  nature  and  ordinary  use  o^  697,  g  3. 

**  Matter  and  elements  of;  699,  g  4. 

"  Relation  of;  to  the  worship,  word,  and  Spirit  of  God,  609,  g  7. 

^  Relation  of  Christ's  sacramental  word  and  action  to,  612,  g  L 

''  Relation  of;  to  the  Question  of  the  Church,  614,  g  2. 

Love,  Redeeming,  62,  g  4. 

*'      Consummation  of;  204,  g  2. 
'<      Relation  of  Sanctification  to,  212,  g  4. 
"     A  Sense  of  God's,  240,  g  2. 
'*     Relation  of  all  Christian  offices  to,  311,  g  6. 
"      309,  §  4. 
Luther,  His  conception  of  Theology,  x. 

M. 

Magistrate,  Power  of  in  things  Sacred,  322,  g  c. 

M  VN,  Origin,  career,  position  and  destiny  o^  6,  g  4;  6,  g  5. 

"     Moral  constitution  of;  7,  g  1 ;  280,  g  4. 

"    God's  sentence  upon,  14,  g  4. 

'^    His  alienation  from  God,  107,  g  1. 

"    Perpetual  shortcoming  of,  107,  g  1. 

"    Natural,  Spiritual  helplessneas  of;  269,  g  3. 
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llAir,  NfltoriJ,  Moral  btrodflgr;  oi;  270,  §  4, 
"    Knowledfe  of  Good  und  EviJ  in,  37 S^  §  L 

Mjtftttfi  of  the  Nature  ttud  Etid  of  the  cburt^lt,  199,  g  10. 
*<      Of  tb6  visible  Ohurvli  uQiversol,  441,  §  2. 
H      yatmro  of  the  ehur-b's  iniJiillblo,  44^,  g  X 
'*      Divmy  Statement  of  tb©  Threes  4SS,  g  1, 
MmDUTOiR,  SmoA  Chmt,  28,  §  2. 

*^        Dmse  GracH  tli;t>iigb  tlio,  81,  §3, 

^'        Beiweea  Ood  and  Mas,  660^  §  3, 
ICiDDLX  TmSOi.  hefiwBoa  Gofi  aad  Um,  &S0,  g  3. 
MHJ^unctAi.  State  of  th0  Oliuroh,  3til,  §  3. 
iCiUirarmAL  Gl«oby  of  Cluist,  tit  7,  g  U, 

lli:iptc  or  DrrtKS  Kxi^rei^aK,  Edition  ol^  to  the  Covanant  of  Bedeotfiticm,  >Q;  §  &. 
MORAUTT,  E«g\ileiti?e  ^riiicipl^  of^  Hi8,  §4. 
MOR*.t.  dSfrtiuctifim,  472,  g  I ;  473,  ^  2. 
Moral  Skcbi,  Suproinaf)'  of,  360,  g  &. 
MoEtjuL  Law,  Supremacy  ol,  36Q|  ^  5. 

**  Ee^kticm  of;  to  tbu  matter  and  fonn  of  Saltatioti,  361,  §  6, 

^'  Btriiue  Eestat^mdal  q%  381,  g  1 

♦*  The  Sum  and  Scope  c4  3G.*S,  g  8. 

£I(»XB,  The  liisUmtioniiof,  98,  g  7 ;  100,  g  8;  382,  §  *. 
Mtshoju-,  Th©  body,  114*  §  2* 
Mtstkhisb,  Certainty  and  Sunj  of  the,  547,  §  7. 

''         Relation  ofj  to  cht  Dg^trinc  cif  God  and  Sdrslioo,  £41,  g  S. 
Of  Graoo,  601,  g  3. 

N. 

Nattjbe,  Law  of;  3,  §  8. 
"        Human,  63,  §  1. 

"       The  Spirit  works  without  violence  to,  137,  §  6. 
Neighbour,  Duty  to  our,  296,  §  2. 
New  Birth,  Jesus'  Explanation  of,  141,  §  3. 

"  The  Ground  and  Manner  of,  143,  §  4. 

"  Relations  of  the  Doctrine  oi^  143,  §  5. 

New  Creature,  Positive  consideration  of  the,  201,  §  2. 

Relation  of  Faith  to  the,  254,  §  2. 
New  Obedience,  Relation  of  Faith  and  Repentance  to,  273,  g  4- 
"  Relation  of  Good  works  to,  294,  §  4 ;  296,  g  3. 

"  Relation  of  Christian  Warfare  to,  294,  g  4. 

"  Inward  nature  of,  295,  §  1. 

*'  Special  Fruits  of,  297,  §  4. 

"  Things  pertainujg  to,  306,  §  2. 

"  Human  nature  under  the  influence  o^  305,  g  3. 

"  Summary  statement  of;  324,  g  3. 

•'  Conflict  involved  in,  326,  g  1. 

The  Word  of  God  the  infallible  Rule  of;  359,  g  4. 
New  Testament,  The  Blood  of  the,  600,  §  1. 
Noah,  The  connecting  link  between  Adam  and  Abraham,  96,  g  5. 
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o. 

Oaths,  Lawful,  302,  §  8. 
Obediencb  to  God,  66,  §  3. 

"         Need  of  special  Diyine  Ajsaistanoe  in  order  to,  66,  §  4. 
"         Nature  of  that,  performed  in  sin,  73,  §  1. 
(Economy  of  Grace,  General  appreciation  of,  79,  §  2. 

Method  of  the  treatment  ot,  80,  §  3. 
"  Dispensations  of,  92,  g  1. 

Offices,  The  two  great,  253,  §  1. 
OFncE-BEAREBS,  and  the  Grovcmmcnt  in  their  hands,  616,  §  1. 

"  Relation  ofj  to  society  and  the  church,  617,  §  1. 

"  As  appertaining  to  the  Church  and  to  Christ,  618,  §  2. 

"  Divine  origin  and  authority  o^  620,  §  3. 

"  constituting  the  Synod  of  Jerusalem,  624,  §  5. 

Ordinances,  as  means  in  our  Sanctification,  218,  §3. 
Organization  of  the  Church,  None  before  the  Call  of  Abraham,  380,  g  2. 
"  Obligatory  force  o^  398,  §  9. 

"  Fundamental  prmdples  of,  407,  §  1. 

P. 

Parties  to  the  Pall,  10,  §  1. 
Passover,  Giving  of  the,  381,  §  3. 

"         Relations  of  the,  381,  §  3. 
Paul,  His  treatment  of  the  Graces  of  the  Spirit,  181,  §  4. 
Pentecost,  Day  of;  504,  §  6. 

"         Baptism  administered  on,  578,  §  1 ;  579,  §  2. 
Perfections,  Illustration  of  God's,  61,  §  3. 
Perpetuation  of  oflBce-bearers  and  government^  642,  §  4. 
Perseverance,  237,  §  7. 
Pollution,  Efforts  of  the  soul  against,  214,  §  5. 
Posture,  Our,  in  the  Dispensations,  93,  §  2. 
Power,  Exerdso  of)  in  Sanctification,  221,  §  3. 

"       of  Regimen,  639,  §  3. 

"      of  Order,  639,  §  3. 
Prater,  298,  §  5. 

Prerogatives  of  the  Believer,  112,  §  2. 
Probation  of  Man,  313,  §  1. 

of  the  race,  403,  §  3 ;  404,  §  4. 
Problems  to  be  solved  after  the  Fall,  10,  §  1. 
Promise  of  the  Father,  504,  §  6. 
Prophets,  Inspired  and  temporary,  646,  §  1. 
Public  Will,  409,  §  a. 
PuRiTT  OF  Faith,  Relation  of  the  true  Church  to,  460,  §  3. 

"  Relation  of  all  Christian  Graces  to,  452,  §  6. 

Vital  test  of;  453,  §  7. 

R. 

Reason,  442,  §  3. 

Redeemed,  The  Covenanted  Head  of;  37,  §  1. 

Redemptiok,  Work  of  the  Spirit  in,  68,  §  7. 
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RepobjiatioK,  Tbiiology  of  tbe^  ii. 
Kkformsu  TnsoLodt,  Cauan*^  of  tbi>  GuJtiro  dt^  x. 
Reoenzhlate,  Pr&r^iKiitiv^  of  the,  HO,  g  I* 
Rbgenximtion,  Pct«tur»  of  Ibo  I)oetnii«  in  the  lime  of  Gbnat,  HO,  §  3, 
Deflultbii  oC  144*  g  U 
**  0D»  of  the  benefits  of  the  QoTenaDt  of  Bodem^tknii  lU,  §  ft* 
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"        Its  connexion  with  God's  Work,  519,  g  2. 
"         Unspeakable  importance  of,  to  man,  521,  §  3. 
Sanctification  of  the,  529,  §  3. 
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"  Unity  of  tlio  Way  and  Method  of,  81,  §  2. 
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"  A  work  of  Divine  Grace,  209,  §  2. 
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StnsTAifCE  cT  things  bop4?d  for,  258,  g  3. 
SL^rrjSBiNa,  OuTp  with  Ji?&m,  331,  §  0. 
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u. 

Union,  Communion  and,  with  Christ,  113,  §  1. 
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"         Posture  of)  with  and  without  the  Idea  of  Divine  Grace,  22, 
"        Participation  of^  in  Covenant  Blessings,  44. 
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Warfabe,  Relation  of  the  Means  of  Grace  to,  333.  g  8. 
Watching,  299,  §  6. 
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